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GENERAL  REPORT. 


The  following  report  comprises  the  general  work  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891,  together 
with  certain  papers  on  special  topics  relating  to  public  health. 

The  following  are  the  general  and  special  subjects  embraced 
in  the  report :  — 

Report  to  the  Legislature  on  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  in- 
cluding THE  Advice  of  the  Board  given  under  the  Provisions 
of  Chaiter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888. 

Reports  upon  Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

Report  upon  Arsfj^ic  in  Wall-papers  and  Fabrics. 

Summary  of  Weekly  Mortality  Reports. 

Paper  upon  the  Geographical  Distribution  of  Certain  Diseases 
IN  Massachusetts. 


t  Health  of  Towns. 


The  following  members  comprised  the  Board  in  1891  :  — 

Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman. 


Frank  W.  Draper, 
Hiram  F.  Mills, 
EiJjAH  U.  Jones, 


Julius  H.  Appleton, 
Joseph  W.  Hastings, 
John  M.  Raymond. 


The  term  of  office  of  Julius  H.  Appleton  expired  in  May, 
1891,  and  Morris  Sciiaff  of  Pittsfield  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Board. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  in  June,  1891,  the  following 
officers  were  chosen  :  — 

Chairman^     .                ....        Henry  P.  Walcott. 
Secretary^ Samuel  W.  Abbott. 
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The  following  officers  of  the  Board  were  also  chosen,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  and  chapter 
263  of  the  Acts  of  1882  :  — 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts. 
Analyst, Charles  P.  Worcester. 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Acts  to  Protect  the  Purity  of  Inland  Waters. 

Chief  Engineer, Frederic  P.  Stearns. 

Consulting  Engineer,       ....  Joseph  P.  Davis. 

.  x.  h.  goodnough. 

.  Thos.  M.  Drown. 

.  W.  T.  Sedgwick. 

Chemist  in  Charge  of  Experiment  Station,  Allen  H  azen. 

Biologist  at  Experiment  Station,  .  George  W.  Fuller. 


Assistant  Engineer, 
Chemist,    . 
Biologist,  . 


Infectious  Diseases. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  there  were  no  serious  and  wide-spread 
epidemics  in  the  State  daring  thd  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891. 
The  unusual  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  cities  of  the 
lower  Merrimac  valley  during  November,  December  and  Jan- 
uary, 1890  and  1891,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  paper 
in  the  annual  report  of  1890. 

Influenza,  which  prevailed  with  unusual  severity  in  the 
winter  of  1889  and  1890,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
report  in  the  annual  report  of  1889.  It  reappeared  with  much 
diminished  intensity  in  the  following  winter,  but  again  returned 
with  nearly  if  not  quite  as  great  intensity  in  the  winter  of  1891 
and  1892.     (See  page  746,  and  diagram.) 

Smallpox. 

During  the  year  1891  small-pox  has  produced  but  little 
disturbance  in  Massachusetts.  The  State  has  been  compara- 
tively free  from  this  disease  for  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  for  the  ten  years 
ending  with  1891  was  91,  or  an  average  of  9.1  per  year.  If 
1882  be  omitted,  the  annual  average  of  the  succeeding  nine 
years  was  but  5  deaths  per  year.  The  following  record  em- 
braces the  details  of  such  cases  as  were  reported  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  1891 :  — 
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Record  of  Cases  reported  to  the  Board  in  1891,  under  the  Provisions 

of  Chapter  138  of  the  Acts  of  1883. 


1 

a 

a 

Place 

of 

Occurrence. 

Date 

of 

Report. 

Nationality 

of 

Patient 

Age. 

1 

Deaths. 

Occupation. 

Previously 
Vaccinated. 

Number  of   1 
8cara.       1 

1 

2* 
8* 
4* 

6 

Spencer,   . 
Holyoke,  . 
Lenox, 
PUtefield, . 
Lenox, 

Jan.    17, 
April  18, 
July  — , 
July  17, 
July  — . 

United  Sutea, 
Irlnh,      .       • 
Fr.  Canadian, 
Fr.  Canadian, 

30 

19 

3 

4 

F. 
F. 

F. 
M. 

1 

House-wife, 

Paper-mill  oper- 
ative. 

1  Father  a  shoe.  ^ 
j     maker.          ^ 

No. 
Yea. 
No. 
No. 

? 

0 
1 
0 
0 

*  No.  2  waa  employed  aa  a  rag-cutter  In  paper-mill.  Vaccinated  In  Infancy.  Noa.  3  and  4 
were  the  children  of  a  shoemaker  who  moved  from  I^nox  to  Plttafleld  after  the  illneaa  of  No.  3. 

A  case  of  suspected  small-pox  was  reported  from  Greenfield, 
April  29,  and  was  removed  to  the  pest-house.  On  the  further 
development  of  the  eruption,  it  proved  to  be  measles. 

A  case  reported  from  Cohasset,  an  adult,  proved  upon  exam- 
ination to  be  chicken-pox. 

The  following  brief  account  is  given  of  the  cases  which 
occurred  at  Pittsfield  and  Lenox.  A  child  of  a  French  Cana- 
dian family  living  in  Lenox,  aged  one  and  a  half  years,  was 
taken  ill  with  an  eruptive  disease  in  June,  1891,  and  died 
June  30,  the  certificate  which  was  given  by  the  attending 
physician  stating  that  it  was  a  death  from  ''  chicken-pox  and 
dentition."  The  events  w'hich  followed,  however,  would  seem 
to  confirm  a  diagnosis  of  small-pox.  The  family  moved  to 
Pittsfield,  and  another  child,  aged  three  and  a  half  years,  was 
taken  ill  early  in  July,  and  on  the  17th  was  seen  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  State  Board,  who  at  once  pronounced  it  a  case 
of  small-pox.  Meantime,  another  person  in  Lenox,  an  adult, 
who  had  been  exposed  to  the  first  case  as  early  as  June  19, 
was  taken  ill  with  milder  symptoms  (varioloid),  but  not  until 
July  11.  Both  the  latter  cases,  one  in  Lenox  and  the  other  in 
Pittsfield,  were  isolated  ;  careful  precautions  as  to  vaccination 
and  disinfection  were  taken,  and  no  other  cases  ensued. 

Cases  of  Small-pox  reported  from  Other  States. 

The  following  cases  were  reported  from  other  States  and 
provinces  by  the  secretaries  of  the  State  and  provincial 
boards  of  health,  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  adopted 
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at  Toronto   in    1886   for  the   mutual   notification   of   certain 
infectious  diseases :  — 

Pennsylvania.  —  January  21,  one  case  at  Scran  ton ;  January  24, 
one  at  Erie;  February  9,  six  cases  at  Johnsonburg  and  Pittsburg; 
February  20,  two  cases  atRidgeway  ;  April  22,  three  at  Philadelphia ; 
November  16  and  23,  two  cases  at  Point  Pleasant. 

New  York.  — January  27,  February  16,  seven  cases  at  Jamestown. 

Wisconsin.  — January  31,  one  at  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  April,  ten  cases 
at  same  place ;  April  21,  May  6,  two  cases  at  Wright's  Ferry. 

Illinois.  —  April  2,  two  at  Sparta  ;  April  9,  one  at  Chicago. 

North  Carolina.  —  April  5,  two  cases  at  Lexington. 

Ohio. — January  23,  one  case  at  Urbana;  May  18,  one  al  Cleve- 
land ;  November  29,  one  at  Cincinnati  and  one  at  Glendaie. 

ConnectictU.  —  April  11,  one  at  Waterbury,  said  to  have  originated 
in  Massachusetts  ;  March  30,  one  at  Greenwich. 

Florida.  — April  27,  one  at  Jacksonville. 

Tennessee.  —  May  18,  one  at  Knoxville ;  June  9,  seven  at  Knox- 
ville  ;  October  5,  one  at  Obion  ;  November  26,  one  at  Memphis. 

Iowa.  —  May  26,  one  at  Council  Bluffs. 

Minnesota. — June  13,  four  cases  at  St.  Paul;  August  13,  four 
more  at  St.  Paul. 

Michigan. — August  15,  one  at  Sheboygan;  September  21,  one  at 
St.  Joseph's. 

Province  of  Quebec.  —  March  25,  one  case  at  Sheffington  ;  June  1, 
immigrants  at  Grosse  Isle  (quarantine)  ;  June  9,  one  case  at  Mon- 
treal ;  September  28  and  October  6,  eight  cases  at  Carleton  ;  October 
10,  seventeen  cases  at  Macneeder.  These  appear  to  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  general  epidemic,  in  which  many  cases  and  deaths 
occurred. 

While  the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  State  in  1891 
was  much  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  the  number 
reported  throughout  the  country  at  large  was  considerably 
greater,  although  no  serious  epidemic  appears  to  have  pre- 
vailed except  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  where  one  hundred 
and  fifty  cases  and  thirty-one  deaths  occurred  between  the 
middle  of  September  and  the  close  of  the  year. 

With  the  possibility  of  many  small  outbreaks  occurring  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  also  in  view  of  the  abundant 
facilities  of  communication  by  railway  travel,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  all  our  local  health  authorities  to  see  that  all  the  possible 
protection  that  vaccination  affords  should  be  extended  to  the 
people  of  their  respective  municipalities. 
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Typhoid  Fever. 

In  consequence  of  the  intimate  connection  of  this  disease 
with  sewage-polluted  water  supplies,  the  Board  has  made  it 
the  subject  of  observation  and  experiment,  and  will  report 
upon  the  results  of  observations  in  a  later  report.  Special 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  investigation  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  disease  has  prevailed  in  those  cities  and  towns 
which  had  an  unusually  high  death  rate  from  this  cause. 

The  following  table,  published  also  in  the  report  of  1890, 
presents  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  cities 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  twenty  years  1871-90,  together  with 
the  average  annual  death  rate  per  10,000  in  each  city  from  this 
cause.  This  table  contains  the  same  data  for  the  added  yeai 
1890,  which  does  not  materially  change  the  figures  of  the  for- 
mer period. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


[Jan. 


SaSSBSasESSSSSSSSSSSaSZEBSES 

1 

.,.^«,.^,«--              ,„„-««o,,- 

«.-rsi. 

pg=iSISsHs35HI=S2ss|sgssK 

1 

•M«t 

3=s3s=S3-*ss*=-""""=-""-a=— 

§ 

-Mil 

1 

*M«I 

sassaasssfcss-'-a'-S""— 2■=p«— 

1 

s 

■A«. 

sss9a25K'=s5s-K-a-«**-'2a■"2"''« 

s 

7 

n. 

g2SSs£aaa-:;2-'2=E="'-'— """ 

s 

-mrai 

gsgsssKa-ssa-tS"*-*'"-'"""'*-"'" 

1 

. 

«.. 

§g;;SSS2Sa-a-S=-S— s-ss  — 

3 

•«.■ 

sEssaaiss-2^3***'— *=*£•'■»— -12'-" 

s 

: 

•«., 

gss3EaKaH-gH-£'-s*'«'-«2-="'*-— 

s 

^ 

-1MI 

g33Ssa3S£:*Sa-''KS-=-'-"-'-=— — 

9 

8 

«.. 

Esaassss— as3*'=='"--""*-*""*'- 

1 

1 

h 

•«.. 

asa  a -3  a-"*"  £s -*-'-'"'—— -°' -s- " 

8 

-MKI 

|ateS-2SS-»*'— 3— -•*'*=«'-"-"■"•  ' 

3 

s 
a 

± 
1 

1 

5ESSSS33S2Ea2  =  -'322-'S-S="'£  =  -  = 

i 

t, 

1 

3E^s32|2aiEssssi§aaKsss2sagBS 

9 

iiJiilSCl 

1 

1892.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  xii; 

The  following  nfibrds  an  illuslration  of  probable  infectior 
through  the  domestic  water  supply  :  — 

Great  Barrington.  —  The  Board  was  requested  to  investigate 

eei*tain  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which  occurred  in  Great  Bar- 

rington  in  the  fall  of  1891.     In  August,  1891,  a  case  occurred 

in  the  family  of  Mr.  Ilirsch,  living  near  the  village,  in  whicl 

*  one  death  occurred.     It  appeared  that  a  drain  leading  from  the 

kitchen  sink  past  the  well  used  by  the  family  had  been  broken, 
allowing  the  discharge  from  the  sink  to  soak  into  the  soil  neai 
the  well,  with  the  probability  of  polluting  the  water.  Othei 
cases  not  fatal  were  said  to  have  followed  in  the  same  family. 
The  Board  of  Health  requested  the  family  to  discontinue  the 
use  of  the  water  of  this  well,  and  they  complied,  and  soon 
moved  out  of  the  house.  The  sink  drain  was  repaired  very 
soon  afterward,  and  while  it  was  being  repaired  a  boy  from  a 
neighboring  family  came  and  played  about  the  drain ;  whethei 
he  drank  of  the  water  of  the  well  could  not  be  learned.  This 
lad  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  September  7,  and  died 
October  18.  His  illness  was  followed  by  live  other  cases  in 
the  same  family,  the  disease  having  a  continuous  run  in  this 
family  of  three  months.  The  persons  attacked  were  the  mother, 
four  sons  and  a  daughter  aged  six.  Of  these  six,  four  died. 
In  this  house  there  was  no  drainage  whatever.  The  kitchen 
sink  had  no  outlet,  and  all  sink  water,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
excreta  of  the  sick,  were  thrown  out  upon  the  ground  about 
f  the  well.     The  privy  vault  was  situated  across  the  yard,  at  a 

distance  of  about  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
house,  and  a  cow  stable  was  somewhat  nearer. 

The  water  supply  of  this  household  was  obtained  from  two 

sources,  —  from  a  cistern  which  was  supplied  from  the  roof, 

i,  and  from  a  well  situated,  just  outside  the  kitchen  door.     Both 

were  provided  with  chain  pumps.     The  well  was  mainly  used 
for  drinking  water. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  of  this  well  was  made  by  the  State 
I  Board,  with  the  following  result  :  — 

» 
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Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water  from  Well  in  Great  Barringlon. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 

Sample  collected  Jan.  2, 1892. 


Turbidity,    .        .        .   Very  slight. 
Sediment,    ....    Slight. 

Color, 0.02 

Odor :  — 

Cold,  None. 

Hot,  None. 


Total  residue, 

Free^ammonia, 

Albuminoid  ammonia. 

Chlorine, 

Nitrates, 

Hardness, 


.  86.9 
.       .0 
.       .006 
.    8.77 
.    7.00 
.  45.72 


The  chlorine  in  this  analysis  should  be  compared  with  the 
normal  chlorine  of  the  waters  of  this  region,  which  is  about  .10 
per  100,000. 

This  analysis  shows  that  the  water  was  very  much  polluted 
at  the  time  the  sample  was  taken. 

The  origin  of  the  first  case  of  typhoid  which  occurred  in 
August  is  unknown,  but  it  appears  probable  that  the  cases 
in  the  second  family  originated  in  the  visit  of  the  little  boy  to 
the  first  house.  He  was  the  first  to  be  taken  ill,  and  the  other 
cases  followed,  probably  through  infection  of  the  drinking  water 
of  the  well. 

Diphtheria. 

Several  local  epidemics  of  this  disease  were  investigated  by 
the  Board  during  the  year,  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of 
which  difiered  but  little  from  those  which  have  been  detailed  in 
foi-mer  reports  of  the  Board. 

Hydrophobia. 

During  the  year  1891  hydrophobia  has  gradually  abated, 
until  at  the  close  of  the  year  cases  were  reported  very  i-arely. 
The  number  of  deaths  during  the  past  decade  has  been  as 
follows :  — 


1881, 8 

1882, 0 

1888, 0 

1884 0 

1886, 0 

1886, 0 


1887, 0 

1888 2 

1889, 14 

1890, 17 

1891, 9 


I 
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The  following  case  is  so  fully  confirmed  and  the  account  so 
carefully  detailed  by  Dr.  G.  C.  Pierce  of  Ashland  as  to  be 
'  I  worthy  of  special  notice  :  — 

On  July  14,  three  young  children  of  Mr.  C.  Adams  of  Ash- 
land were  bitten  by  a  dog  supposed  to  be  suffering  from  rabies. 
On  the  following  day  they  were  admitted  to  the  Pasteur  Insti- 
tute in  New  York,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Gibier.  On  July 
30,  sixteen  days  after  admission  and  treatment,  they  were  dis- 
charged, and  went  home  to  Ashland,  after  having  been  pro- 
nounced to  be  out  of  danger  from  hydrophobia.  On  August 
6,  a  week  later,  the  boy,  five  years  old,  was  taken  ill  with 
symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  and  died  three  days  later,  several 
physicians  agreeing  in  the  diagnosis  of  hydrophobia. 

The  circumstances  of  the  infection  were  as  follows  :  At  5 
A.M.,  July  14,  a  shepherd  dog  ran  madly  through  the  streets  of 
South  Framingham,  where  he  sprang  upon  a  man  and  l)it  him 
in  several  places.  A  little  daughter  of  Mr.  Adams,  aged  seven, 
had  started  from  home  to  pick  berries.  The  dog  rushed  upon 
her,  and  inflicted  twenty-one  w^ounds  with  his  teeth.  He  then 
attacked  an  older  sister,  aged  eleven,  and  bit  her  hand.  Next 
he  attacked  the  little  boy,  and  inflicted  nineteen  wounds  upon 
him,  and  w^as  then  killed.  The  wounds  were  cauterized  by  a 
surgeon  very  soon  afterward,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
children  were  sent  to  New  York,  in  company  w  ith  Mr.  Dill  of 
South  Framingham,  for  treatment  at  the  Pasteur  Institute. 
^  After  returning  home,  the  boy  appeared  w^ell  till  Thursday 

afternoon,  August  G.  He  was  first  attacked  with  nausea  and 
vomiting.  On  the  following  day  he  had  signs  of  fever.  His 
face  became  alternately  flushed  and  pale.  On  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  temperature  was  100^  and  the  pulse  slightly  above 
normal.  Pupil  of  left  eye  slightly  dilated  ;  constant  twitching 
of  angles  of  mouth;  spasmodic  action  of  muscles  of  forearms. 
Tongue  slightly  coated.  No  headache.  By  Saturday  afternoon 
he  was  delirious,  and  refused  food  of  all  kinds.  DiflSculty  in 
swallowing  water.  Eyes  at  times  bright  and  glistening,  and 
occasionally  dull.  Sunday  morning  he  was  worse.  All  symp- 
toms increased  in  intensity.  Temperature,  102^°  ;  pulse,  130. 
An  eruption  appeared  on  chest  and  left  cheek.  Occasionally 
talked  rationally  ;  restless.  Skin  hyperjesthetic.  A  breath  of 
air  caused  distress.     He  became  emaciated  for  thirty-six  hours 
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before  death.  The  diflBculty  in  swallowing  increased  through- 
out Sunday.  He  was  continually  delirious  from  9  p.m.  to  his 
death,  at  11.15  p.m. 

It  is  stated  that  this  is  the  first,  case  of  death  following  a 
course  of  treatment  at  the  Institute  of  Dr.  Gibier. 

The  Relation  of  /Schools  to  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  no  department  of  the  management  and  control  of 
infectious  diseases  which  is  of  more  importance  than  that  which 
relates  to  school  children.  In  the  larger  cities  and  towns  the 
organization  of  boards  of  health  has  been  so  far  perfected  that 
the  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among  children  of  school  age 
does  not  create  apprehension.  Adequate  measures  are  usually 
adopted  for  its  suppression.  But  in  the  smaller  towns,  and 
especially  in  those  which  are  habitually  neglectful  in  sanitary 
matters,  and  refuse  year  after  year  to  elect  boards  to  have 
charge  of  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  community, 
questions  relative  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  give  rise  to  very  much 
trouble,  in  consequence  of  the  inadequate  means  employed  for 
their  suppression*  Conflicts  of  authority  occasionally  occur 
between  boards  of  health,  or  selectmen  acting  as  such,  and 
school  committees,  as  to  the  proper  management  of  the  public 
schools  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  of  the  diseases  of 
children.  The  question  often  arises  whether  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  close  a  school  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  some 
infectious  disease  among  the  scholars. 

The  Local  Government  Board  of  England  has  recently  issued 
a  circular  upon  this  subject,  which  contains  so  many  excellent 
suggestions  that  we  print  it  herewith  in  full.  Many  points  are 
embraced  within  the  suggestions  of  this  circular  which  apply 
equally  well  to  the  conditions  which  are  of  constant  occurrence 
in  our  own  State. 

Memorandum  of  the  Circumstances  under  which  the  Closing  of  Public 
Elementary  Schools  or  the  Exclusion  therefrom  of  Particular 
Children  may  be  required  in  order  to  prevent  the  Spread  of 
Disease. 

1.  It  is  attempted  in  these  notes  to  bring  together  the  information 
in  the  possession  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  derived  from  the 
reports  of   the  Board's  own  inspectors  and  of  medical  officers  of 
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health,  respecting  school  closure  and  exclusion  from  school  as  pre- 
cautions against  infection.  It  is  sought  to  indicate  the  best  means  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  disease  by  school  children  among  their  fel- 
lows while  avoiding  any  unnecessary  interruption  of  the  work  of 
education. 

2.  In  the  Code  of  Regulations  approved  by  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education,  the  fol??wing  article  prescribes,  as 
one  of  the  general  conditions  required  to  be  fulfilled  by  a  public 
elementary  school  in  order  to  obtain  an  annual  Parliamentary  grant, 
that  '*  The  managers  must  at  once  comply  with  any  notice  of  the 
sanitary  authority  of  the  district  in  which  the  school  is  situated, 
requiring  them  for  a  specified  time,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the 
spread  of  disease,  either  to  close  the  school  or  to  exclude  any  scholars 
from  attendance,  but  after  complying  they  may  appeal  to  the  depart- 
ment, if  they  consider  the  notice  to  be  unreasonable." 

3.  The  diseases  for  the  prevention  of  which  school  closure  or  the 
exclusion  of  particular  children  will  be  required  are  principally  those 
which  spread  by  infection  directly  from  person  to  person,  such  as 
scarlet-fever,  measles,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  small-pox,  rotheln, 
—  the  order  in  which  the  several  diseases  are  here  given  being  about 
that  of  the  relative  frequency  with  which  their  occurrence  gives  rise 
to  these  questions  at  schools.  More  rarely,  the  same  questions  arise 
in  connection  with  enteric  fever,  and  diarrlioeal  diseases  which  spread, 
not  so  much  by  direct  infection  from  person  to  person,  as  indirectly 
through  the  agency  of  local  conditions,  such  as  infected  school  privies. 

4.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  article  quoted  above  confera  upon  sani- 
tary authorities  an  alternative  power  with  respect  to  public  elementary 
schools. 

(a)  To  cause  particular  scholars  to  be  for  a  specified  time  excluded 
from  tittendunce,  or 

(^>)  To  require  the  school  to  be  closed  for  a  specified  time. 

5.  (A)  First,  as  to  exclusion  from  school  of  particular  scholare. 
Here  it  will  be  convenient  to  consider  the  circumstances  undt'r  which 
the  requirements  of  the  public  health  will  be  satisfied  by  the  less 
severe  measure  of  the  exclusion  from  school  of  particular  children. 

(n)  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  universal  principle  that  all  children 
suffering  from  any  dangerous  infectious  disorder  (i  6.,  of  a  nature 
dangerous  to  some  of  the  persons  attacked  by  it,  however  mild  in 
other  cases)  should  be  excluded  from  school  until  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  they  have  ceased  to  be  in  an  infectious  condition. 

(6)  Furthermore,  as  it  is  rarely  possible  to  provide  effectual  sep- 
aration of  the  sick  from  the  healthy  within  the  homes  of  children  of 
the  class  attending  public  elementary  schools,  it  must  commonly  be 
necessary  that  all  children  of  an  infected  household  should  be  ex- 
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eluded  from  school ;  firat,  because  otherwise  such  children  might 
attend  school  while  suffering  from  the  disease  in  a  latent  form  or  at 
an  unrecognized  stage,  and,  secondly,  because  it  is  known  that  in- 
fection may  attach  itself  to  and  be  conveyed  by  the  clothes  of  a 
person  living  in  an  infected  atmosphere,  even  though  the  person  him- 
self remain  unaffected.  The  same  considerations  will  sometimes  make 
it  desirable  to  prohibit  the  attendance  at  school  of  all  children  from  a 
particular  street  or  hamlet. 

In  the  case  of  infectious  diseases  involving  little  or  no  danger  to 
life,  such  as  mumps  or  skin  diseases,  school  interests  may  be 
more  particularly  considered.  In  such  case,  however,  the  rule  of 
prohibiting  the  attendance  of  every  child  while  in  an  infectious  state 
will  commonly  prove  to  be  the  right  one  ;  for,  if  disease  should  spread 
to  other  scholars,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  an  infected  child  at  the 
school,  there  will  be  greater  ultimate  loss  of  attendance  with  corre- 
sponding loss  of  credit  to  the  school. 

6.  {B)  Secondly,  as  to  the  closing  of  schools.  This,  by  more 
seriously  interfering  with  the  educational  work  of  a  district,  is  a  much 
more  grave  step  for  a  sanitary  authority  to  take  than  to  direct  the 
exclusion  of  particular  scholars.  It  is  a  measure  that  seldom  ought 
to  be  enforced,  except  in  presence  of  an  actual  epidemic,  nor  even 
then  as  a  matter  of  routine,  nor  unless  there  be  a  clear  prospect  of 
preventing  the  propagation  of  disease,  such  as  couUI  not  be  looked 
for  from  less  comprehensive  action.  The  mere  fact  that  in  an  epi- 
demic many  of  the  sufferers  are  school  children  does  not  necessarily 
show  that  the  disease  was  caught  at  school ;  but  the  school  may  with 
probability  be  regarded  as  spreading  infection  if  in  a  large  majority 
of  households  attacked  the  first  case  be  a  child  attending  school ;  and 
with  still  greater  probability  if  a  number  of  children  living  at  a  dis- 
tance from  one  another,  and  with  no  circumstances  in  common  except 
that  they  attend  the  same  school,  should  be  simultaneously  attacked ; 
and  if  it  can  be  ascertained  that  a  child  or  teacher  in  an  infectious 
state  has  actually  been  attending  the  school. 

7.  The  medical  officer  of  health,  on  becoming  aware  of  the 
presence  of  dangerous  infectious  disease  in  his  district,  should  send 
immediate  notice  to  the  teachers  of  the  school  or  schools  which  the 
children  of  infected  households  may  be  attending,  requesting  that 
such  children  may  be  excluded  from  school  for  such  time  as  he 
(the  medical  officer  of  health)  may  specify  as  being  necessary. 
The  attention  of  school-attendance  officers  and  of  schoolmasters 
should  also  be  drawn  to  the  following  considerations.  Frequently 
they  themselves  will  obtain  the  earliest  information  of  the  occurrence 
of  infectious  disease  among  scholars,  and  it  is  roost  desirable  that 
such  officer  or  master  should  without  delay  communicate  the  facts 
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to  the  medical  officer  of  health.  Absence  of  any  child  from  school 
on  the  plea  that  it  is  suffering  under  one  of  the  before-mentioned 
diseases,  and  absence  of  several  children  of  one  family  from  school 
at  the  same  time,  no  matter  what  name  be  given  to  the  complaint 
that  keeps  them  at  home,  should  be  reported  to  the  health  officer. 
In  practice  it  has  been  found  that  this  notification  of  absentees  has 
materially  aided  the  local  health  officer  in  taking  measures  for  the 
suppression  of  infectious  disease,  to  the  advantage  alike  of  the  dis- 
trict and  of  the  school.  Furthermore,  schoolmasters  may  properly 
be  asked  to  take  note,  especially  when  an  epidemic  threatens  or  is 
present,  of  symptoms  occurring  in  any  of  their  scholars  that  may 
indicate  the  commencement  of  disease,  febrile  in  nature.  Besides 
heat  of  skin,  such  symptoms  are  shivering,  headache  and  laugour, 
especially  if  commencing  suddenly,  vomiting,  rashes  on  the  skin,  and 
sore  throat.  When  scai'let- fever  or  diphtheria  is  about,  every  trace 
of  sore  throat  should  be  looked  upon  as  suspicious.  In  any  case 
where  such  symptoms  are  observed,  the  safest  course  will  be  to  ex- 
clude the  child  from  school  until  assurance  can  be  had  that  it  may 
attend  school  without  harm  to  itself  or  danger  to  other  scholars. 

8.  As  regards  duration  of  exclusion  from  school  of  particular 
scholars,  the  time  to  be  specified  will  var^  in  different  diseases  and 
different  cases ;  and  in  this  matter  the  sanitary  authority  will  doubt- 
less be  guided  by  the  advice  of  their  medical  officer  of  health,  who 
may  properly  be  intrusted  with  some  general  duty  of  acting  for  the 
authority  in  this  subject-matter.  Medical  officers  of  health,  having 
to  specify  a  time  during  which  any  scholars  are  to  be  excluded  from 
attendance  at  any  school,  should  have  regard  as  far  as  practicable  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  particular  scholars  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  or  living  in  infected  households.  Not  only  the  nature  of  the 
infection  and  the  length  of  illness,  but  the  environments  of  the  indi- 
vidual as  affecting  the  retention  of  infection,  will  deserve  considera- 
tion. The  period  of  exclusion,  for  example,  will  need  to  be  different 
according  to  the  conditions  of  a  patient's  lodgement,  according  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  separation  that  can  be  effected  between  a  patient 
and  excluded  scholars,  and  according  to  the  opportunities  of  effectual 
disinfection  that  can  be  afforded  to  the  household.  Thus  a  hard-and- 
fast  rule,  such  as  has  been  laid  down  in  some  districts  where  scarlatina 
has  been  present,  that  no  child  shall  go  to  school  from  any  infected 
house  for  three  months  after  the  disease  has  begun  in  that  house,  is 
not  to  be  commended.  It  is  indeed  possible  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  a  particular  household,  a  child  convalescent  from  scarlatina 
or  living  in  the  same  house  with  convalescents  should  not,  in  the 
interests  of  other  children,  be  permitted  to  return  to  school  until  after 
so  long  a  period  as  this  ;  but  the  same  ought  not  to  be  assumed  of  all 
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households  in  the  district  that  may  be  invaded  by  scarlatina.  The 
better  plan  would  be  for  the  sanitary  authority  to  secure,  during  a 
shorter  period,  the  exclusion  of  individual  sick  persons  and  their 
housemates  from  school ;  and,  when  that  period  is  about  to  expire, 
to  cause  fresh  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  expediency  of  further  ex- 
clnsion,  and,  if  found  requisite  in  particular  cases,  to  cause  fresh 
notice  to  be  given  to  the  school  managers. 

9.  In  deciding  whether  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among 
children  of  school  age  may  be  best  combated  by  closing  the  school, 
or  whether  it  will  suffice  to  exclude  the  children  of  infected  house- 
holds, the  two  most  important  points  to  be  considered  are  :  the  com- 
pleteness and  promptness  of  the  information  received  by  the  officers 
of  the  sanitary  authority  respecting  the  occurrence  of  infectious 
cases ;  the  opportunities  which  exist  for  intercourse  between  the 
children  of  different  households  elsewhere  than  at  school. 

10.  The  more  prompt  and  full  the  knowledge  of  cases  of  infec- 
tions disease  that  the  sanitary  authority  are  able  to  obtain,  the  better 
will  be  the  prospect  of  checking  such  disease  by  keeping  away  from 
school  the  children  of  infected  households,  and  the  less  will  be  the 
necessity  for  closing  schools.  If  the  cases  be  few  in  number  and 
their  origin  known,  the  exclusion  from  sciiool  of  the  children  of 
infected  households  will  probably  suffice ;  but  this  measure  will  fail 
where  there  are  many  undiscovered  or  unrecognized  cases,  or  where 
the  known  centres  of  infection  are  peculiarly  numerous. 

Commonly,  the  failure  of  carefully  considered  measures  of  exclu- 
sion to  stay  the  spread  of  an  epidemic  which  shows  a  special  incidence 
upon  school  children  may  be  regarded  as  pointing  to  the  continued 
attendance  at  school  of  children  with  the  prevalent  disease  in  a  mild 
or  unrecognized  form,  and  a  strong  case  will  appear  for  the  closing 
of  schools. 

If,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  exclusion  of  a  hirge  number  of 
children,  the  attendance  at  a  school  be  greatly  reduced,  it  may  be 
found  better  to  close  it  altogether.  This  is  especially  apt  to  occur  in 
the  case  of  epidemics  of  measles,  a  disease  which  is  very  infectious 
in  tiie  early  stages,  before  the  characteristic  rash  has  appeared,  and 
while  the  symptoms  resemble  those  of  a  common  cold. 

1 1 .  The  second  material  consideration,  in  deciding  as  to  the  desira- 
bility of  closing  schools  during  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease, 
is  the  amount  of  opportunity  for  intercommunication  between  the 
members  of  different  households  elsewhere  than  at  school.  In  sparsely 
populated  districts,  where  the  children  of  different  households  or  of 
separate  hamlets  rarely  meet  except  at,  or  on  their  way  to,  the  village 
school,  the  closing  of  the  school  is  likely  to  be  effectual  in  checking 
the  spread  of  disease.    It  is  less  likely  to  be  useful  in  a  town  or  com- 
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pact  village  (particularly  where  houses  are  sub-let  and  yards  are  in 
common),  where  the  children  of  different  households,  when  not  at 
school,  spend  their  time  in  playing  together,  and  often  run  in  and  out 
of  each  other's  houses.  In  some  such  places  the  closing  of  school  has 
even  appeared  to  do  harm  rather  than  good. 

In  rural  districts,  where  ei>idemic  diseases  are  less  frequently 
prevalent,  school  closing  may  be  required  as  an  exceptional  measure 
to  meet  an  exceptional  state  of  things.  As  regards  more  populous 
places,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  if  schools  were  to  be  closed 
whenever  an  infectious  disease  was  prevalent,  there  are  many  places 
where  schools  would  hardly  ever  be  open.  It  will  sometimes  be 
necessary  to  close  a  school  for  a  day  or  two  to  allow  of  the  rectifi- 
cation of  sanitary  defects  of  a  nature  to  extend  disease,  or  in  order 
tliat  the  school  may  be  disinfected  or  purified.  It  has  happened  that 
infectious  sickness  in  the  master's  family  has  forbidden  the  attendance 
of  scholars.  These  more  temporary  and  occasional  closures  of  schools 
are  contemplated  in  the  education  code,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as 
having  a  real  importance  of  their  own. 

12.  In  places  where  there  are  several  public  elementary  schools, 
if  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  be  confined  to  the  scholars  of  one 
particular  school,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  close  that  school  only.  But, 
where  different  schools  have  all  appeared  to  aid  in  the  spread  of 
disease  (though  i)erhaps  to  an  unequal  extent),  the  sanitary  authority 
may  consider  it  advisable  that  all  should  be  closed,  lest  children  in  an 
infectious  state  who  previously  attended  the  schools  that  are  closed 
should  be  sent  to  others  that  might  remain  open. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  sanitary  authorities  have  no  power  in 
respect  of  Sunday-schools  or  other  private  schools,  except  in  so  far 
as  these  may  contravene  section  91  ('>),  section  126,  or  other  pro- 
vision of  public  health  act,  1875 ;  but  it  will  often  be  expedient  to 
invite  the  co-operation  of  managers  of  such  schools  in  efforts  for 
securing  the  public  health.  Experience  shows  that  they  are  usually 
ready  to  defer  to  the  representations  of  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  public  health  of  the  district. 

13.  Reports  to  the  sanitary  authorities,  advising  the  closure  of  a 
school  or  schools  in  any  district,  are  to  be  treated  as  "special" 
reports,  within  the  meaning  of  the  general  order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  March,  1880,  and  copies  of  them  should  accordingly 
be  sent  to  the  Board.  These  reports  should  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  medical  officer  of  health  advocates  the  closure  of  the  school 
or  schools  in  preference  to  the  exclusion  of  particular  scholars. 

14.  All  notices  of  the  sanitaiy  authority  for  the  closing  of  public 
elementary  schools  should  be  addressed  in  writing  to  the  managers, 
and  should  state  the  grounds  on  which  the  closing  is  deemed  necessary. 
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All  sach  notices  should  specify  a  definite  time  during  which  the 
school  is  to  remain  closed  ;  this  should  be  as  short  a  period  as  can  be 
regarded  as  sufficing  on  sanitary  grounds ;  a  second  notice  may  be 
given  before  the  expiration  of  the  first,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary 
to  postpone  the  re-opening  of  a  school.  The  managers  of  schools, 
after  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  sanitary  authority,  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  education  department,  if  they  consider 
any  notice  to  be  unreasonable. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

Acting  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  protect  the  purity 
of  inland  waters,  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  continued 
during  the  year  1891  the  work  required  by  the  diflTerent  pee- 
tions  of  this  comprehensive  act.  A  portion  of  the  duties 
therein  specified  is  advisory,  and  others  are  experimental, 
while  others  still  relate  to  the  continued  examination  of  the 
different  public  water  supplies  of  the  State. 

That  portion  of  the  work  embracing  the  advice  to  cities 
and  towns  with  reference  to  water  supply  and  sewerage  was 
reported  upon  Jan.  9,  1892,  in  Senate  Document  No.  4,  and 
is  reprinted  in  the  present  volume. 

The  tabulated  statement  of  chemical  and  biological  exami- 
nations of  water  supplies,  together  with  the  descriptive  material 
relative  to  new  supplies,  is  a  continuation  of  similar  tabulations 
published  in  two  previous  reports. 

The  examinations  of  rivers  reported  upon  in  this  volume 
relate  especially  to  the  Blackstone,  Chicopee,  Merrimac, 
Nashua  and  the  Neponset. 

Special  advantages  were  oflTered  during  the  year  for  river 
examinations  in  consequence  of  the  dryness  of  the  season 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

A  new  feature  in  the  present  report  is  the  examination  of 
the  spring  waters  oflTered  for  sale  in  the  State,  —  forty-five  in 
number.  Other  important  topics  treated  in  this  portion  of  the 
report  are,  **The  Amount  of  Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Waters  of 
Ponds  and  Reservoirs  at  DiflTerent  Depths,"  "  The  EflTect  of  the 
Aeration  of  Natural  Waters,"  the  •'  Microscopical  Examination 
of  Water,"  and  a  paper  upon  a  fresh-water  organism  known  as 
Uroglena. 

The  experimental  work  performed  at  the  Lawrence  Experi- 
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ment  Station  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  of  water 
forms  the  subject  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  report. 
This  Department  of  the  Board's  work  has  proved  an  efficient 
aid  in  enabling  it  to  decide  many  of  the  difficult  problems 
relative  to  water  supply  and  the  disposal  of  sewage  which  are 
constantly  being  presented  for  consideration  by  the  authorities 
of  cities  and  towns.  One  proof  of  the  value  of  the  work  of 
this  department  is  shown  in  the  frequent  commendations  which 
are  received  from  all  quarters,  not  only  from  sanitary  author- 
ities in  other  States,  but  also  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  results  of  the  work  accomplished  at  the  Experiment  Stiition 
already  form  the  basis  of  very  many  of  the  plans  which  are  being 
adopted  by  the  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  State. 

This  portion  of  the  report  embraces  a  period  of  two  years 
and  two  months,  from  Nov.  1,  1889,  to  Dec.  31,  1891.  Special 
consideration  is  given  to  the  following  subjects :  the  mechan- 
ical composition  of  the  filtering  material,  the  eflect  of  frost,  the 
treatment  of  acid  sewage,  and  the  permanency  of  filters. 

Accompanying  this  part  of  the  report  are  also  presented 
certain  papers  upon  the  '*  Biological  Work  done  at  the  Station  " 
and  the  •'  Differentiation  of  the  Bacillus  of  Typhoid  Fever," 

Pollution  of  Streams. 

Upon  page  57  of  this  volume  reference  is  made  to  a  commu- 
nication from  a  citizen  of  the  town  of  Canton  relative  to  the 
condition  of  certain  meadows  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neponset 
River,  comprising  an  area  of  about  six  thousand  acres,  and  sit- 
uated in  the  towns  of  Canton,  Sharon,  Walpole,  Norwood, 
Hyde  Park,  Dedham  and  Roxbury.  It  was  alleged  that  the 
effect  of  keeping  these  meadows  flowed  to  an  unusually  high 
level  was  such  that  "  the  stench  arising  therefrom  is  at  times 
most  unbearable,  and  the  direct  cause  of  much  sickness,  of 
malaria  and  kindred  diseases,  said  to  be  unknown  in  the  same 
locality  before  this  state  of  affairs  existed."  The  petition  re- 
quested the  Board  to  take  such  steps  as  were  within  its  prov- 
ince, that  the  nuisance  might  be  abated.  While  we  are  not 
aware  that  the  Board  has  any  authority  to  abate  a  nuisance  of 
this  character,  it  can  institute  an  investigation,  and  hence  imme- 
diately made  such  an  inquiry,  both  through  its  engineering  de- 
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partment  and  by  means  of  inquiries  of  the  various  physicians 
living  in  the  cities  and  towns  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  within 
the  limits  of  the  district  referred  to  in  the  petition. 

Information  relative  to  the  flow  of  the  stream  and  the  actual 
condition  of  the  waters  with  reference  to  pollution  may  be 
found  in  that  portion  of  this  volume  which  is  entitled  "  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage"  (pages  319-336). 

The  following  circular  was  sent  to  the  physicians  living  in 
the  district  in  question  :  — 

Office  of  the  State  Board  op  Health, 
13  Beacon  Street;  Boston,  Aagust,  1891. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Tlie  State  Board  of  Health  wishes  to  ascertaia  whether 
the  present  coDdition  of  the  Neponset  River  aad  its  atlluents  and  of 
the  Fowl  Meadows  has  an  appreciable  influence  on  the  health  of  the 
people  residing  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Board  respectfully  requests  your  cooperation  by  reporting  any 
other  information  relative  to  the  subject  which  you  may  possess. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  W.  Grebnleaf, 

Acting  Secretary. 

In  answer  to  this  circular  replies  were  received  from  thirty- 
one  physicians,  most  of  whom  resided  in  or  near  the  district  at 
the  time  of  receiving  the  circular. 

The  following  digest  of  the  replies  from  physicians  practising 
in  the  valley  of  the  Neponset  River  gives  their  opinions  upon 
the  subject :  — 

Canton,  —  *' Have  practised  here  twenty-three  years.  First  ob- 
served effects  of  malaria  five  years  ago.  In  one  family  there  have 
been  one  or  more  cases  in  each  season  for  five  years.  The  condition 
of  the  meadows  is  yearly  growing  worse ;  the  grass  cannot  be  cut 
and  is  left  to  decay.  Danger  to  health  will  increase  till  the  meadows 
are  drained." 

Norwood,  —  "  The  Neponset  River  is  a  dirty  stream  and  gives  off 
an  offensive  odor  day  and  night.  Cannot  state  as  to  its  effect  on 
health." 

Hyde  Park.  —  '*  Can  attribute  no  definite  illness  to  this  cause,  but 
when  the  wind  is  in  the  right  direction,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
the  odor  from  the  marshes  is  very  strong.  Its  effect  on  invalids 
mast  be  unfavorable." 

*^  Had  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  three  of  intermittent  fever  and 
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four  of  diphthefta  within  a  year,  all  near  the  river.     Should  say  the 
condition  of  the  river  was  a  prime  factor  in  their  development." 

"  Cannot  say  that  cases  of  illness  can  be  attributed  primarily  to 
this  cause,  but  ill-defined  cases  of  illness,  apparently  malarial,  are 
much  more  common  here  than  formerly.  The  Neponset  is  yearly 
more  and  more  polluted ;  dead  fish  are  now  carried  down  the  current 
in  considerable  numbers;  manufacturing  wastes  go  directly  into  the 
stream  with  the  filth  of  privies.** 

''  Lived  here  twenty-six  years.  Cannot  see  any  appreciable  efifect 
in  the  health  of  the  people  due  to  the  Fowl  Meadows  of  the  Ne- 
ponset.** 

Milton.  —  *'Have  seen  two  cases  of  malarial  trouble  in  persons 
living  on  the  Neponset  marshes.** 

"Have  had  no  cases  of  illness  in  the  localities  named  which xan 
be  attributed  to  local  conditions.*' 

Dedham,  —  '*  Know  of  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  condition  of 
the  river  and  the  meadows  is  such  as  to  cause  an  appreciable  amount 
of  sickness  or  ill  health  among  residents  on  its  banks.** 

''  Thirty  years  in  practice.  Have  not  noticed  any  unusual  illness 
in  the  valley  of  the  Neponset,  as  compared  with  other  sections. 
Think  illness  there  is  less  tiian  in  the  valley  of  the  Charles.  In- 
spected the  Neponset  along  the  border  of  Dcdhara  August  20,  and 
found  its  condition,  together  with  that  of  its  tributaries,  clean,  clear 
and  in  excellent  sanitary  condition.  The  artificial  drains  and  water 
courses  in  adjoining  low  lands  are  clogged  with  weeds,  dead  wood, 
dead  animals  and  other  filth.  Think  that  individual  owners  should 
clear  out  these  drains  at  their  own  expense.  This  applies  to  that 
part  of  the  river  only  which  is  within  the  limits  of  Dedham.**  '*  Do 
not  practice  in  the  limits  indicated.  Malarial  fever  is  increasing 
along  the  Charles  at  Dediiam.** 

Dorchester*  —  '*  Know  of  no  illness  attributable  to  the  condition  of 
tiie  river." 

'"  There  is  a  stench  near  Neponset  bridge.  Think  the  condition  of 
tiie  river  might  provoke  intermittent  fever.** 

"  Should  not  think  anything  detrimental  could  be  proved  against 
the  meadows  on  account  of  their  remoteness  from  the  population. 
TJiink  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  river  near  its  outlet  harmful.** 

One  physician  in  Dorchester  refers  to  an  article  in  the  "Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal"  of  March  3,  1887,  entitled  "The 
Appearance  of  Intermittent  Fever  near  the  Neponset  River, "  from 
which  the  following  digest  is  taken  :  — 

In  a  practice  of  twenty-three  years  the  writer  has  not  known  a 
case  of  intermittent  fever  in  Dorchester  or  Milton  until  within  the 
previous  four  years,  except  such  as  were  imported  from  malarial 
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regions.  Have  seen  seven  well-marked  cases  in  four  different  local- 
ities, two  in  Dorchester  and  two  in  Milton  ;  also  two  cases  of  uncer- 
tain character,  but  under  the  same  roofs  with  the  other  cases,  and 
suspected  to  be  of  the  same  nature. 

First  case  in  September,  1882,  a  laborer  at  shops  where  fleeces  are 
washed.  A  characteristic  case  of  tertian  intermittent,  an  Irishman 
about  thirty-five  years  old,  previously  healthy  and  able-bodied.  The 
wool-yard  in  which  he  worked  is  a  low  tract  of  seventy-five  or  one 
hundred  acres  on  Pine  Tree  Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  Neponset.  A 
fog  often  clings  to  this  tract  while  air  on  hills  around  is  clear.  For 
about  ten  years  past  the  brook  has  been  dammed  through  a  part  of 
the  year  and  the  meadow  flowed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  ice 
harvest.  A  portion  of  the  water  is  allowed  to  remain  through  the 
summer. 

Second  case.  Female,  aged  thirty-three ;  married ;  previously 
healthy.  Lived  with  husband  and  three  children  in  the  village  of 
Milton.  Taken  July,  1883,  with  a  well-developed  case  of  tertian 
intermittent.  The  rear  and  west  sides  of  this  house  lie  close  to  the 
border  of  a  five-acre  lot  of  woodland  of  recent  growth.  The  lot  is 
not  well  drained  and  has  standing  water  upon  it  in  the  cold 
season. 

Third  case,  Oct.  15,  1884,  on  the  Dorchester  side  of  the  Neponset. 
A  married  women  aged  thirty.  Lives  upon  a  badly  drained  lot  of 
land,  like  the  last  named. 

Fourth  case.  A  seven-year-old  daughter  of  case  2,  taken  ill  July, 
1885.  Had  a  chill  followed  by  fever ;  a  second  paroxysm  prevented 
by  treatment. 

Fifth  case,  August,  1885.  Man,  aged  fifty,  in  same  house  with 
Nos.  2  and  4,  in  another  tenement.  Had  a  succession  of  violent 
paroxysms  of  a  tertian  type  with  vomiting  and  prostration  in  the 
cold  stage.     He  had  a  recurrence  in  1886. 

An  adult  son  of  No.  5,  without  chills  or  fever,  became  weak  and 
had  an  aspect  of  malarial  cachexia.  He  also  had  tenderness  over 
the  spleen. 

Another  child  of  No.  2,  three  years  old,  has  had  an  attack,  also 
tertian,  making  four  or  five  cases  in  this  house. 

Oct.  21,  1886,  a  case  presented  itself  on  the  southern  border  of 
Vose's  grove  in  Dorchester,  in  a  new  house  near  a  salt  marsh.  Boy 
three  years  old  and  form  of  disease  quotidian.  Within  a  day  or  two 
after  the  beginning  of  his  illness  an  infant  of  fourteen  months,  in 
same  family,  died  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks,  following  a  blow 
of  a  stone  on  the  upper  lip.  There  was  an  abscess  with  necrosis  of 
a  part  of  the  bone.  The  diagnosis  was  pyaemia.  The  sequel  sug- 
gests the  possibility  of  malarial  poison.     The  house  is  on  a  knoll, 
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partly  surrounded  by  marsb,  and  within  twenty  feet  of  tide-water  at 
highest  tides.     The  water  of  the  well  has  a  marshy  taste  and  smell. 

Another  case  in  the  practice  of  another  [)hysician  occurred  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  —  a  man  employed  at  a  coal  wharf.  Two  of  the 
localities  involved  are  at  the  head  of  tide-water  and  near  the  edge  of 
a  marsh  ;  the  other  three  present  as  the  only  new  condition,  artificial 
obstruction  by  a  dam  or  causeway  to  the  natural  drainage  of  adjacent 
soil.  In  two  places  where  a  plurality  of  cases  is  recorded  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  well  water  is  injuriously  affected. 

Four  other  physicians  practising  in  Dorchester  give  replies  which 
are  entirely  negative. 

Roxbury,  —  "No  experience  of  bad  results.  Malarial  troubles 
are  possibly  due  to  this  cause,  but  it  is  doubtful." 

"  Never  saw  a  case  among  patients  near  the  river  which  I  thought 
could  be  affected  unfavorably  by  proximity  to  it." 

"  Have  had  no  cases  of  sickness  traceable  to  the  condition  of  the 
river." 

Six  other  physicians  of  Roxbury  give  replies  of  an  entirely  nega- 
tive character. 

Neponsei,  —  "There  has  been  a  decided  increase  of  malarial 
troubles  in  this  neighborhood  for  ten  or  twelve  years  past.  Think 
it  not  due  to  Neponset  meadows  but  to  faulty  sewerage." 

Mattapan,  —  "  Know  of  very  little  trouble  that  could  be  said  to  be 
attributed  to  the  river.  Complaints  are  made  of  foul  odors  from  the 
river.  Have  noticed  river  every  day.  A  scum  appears  on  it  like 
grease  or  soap.  Dead  animals  are  occasionally  seen.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  river  is  bad." 

The  Manufacture  of  Clothing  made  in  Unhealthy 

Places. 

The  Legislature  of  1891  enacted  a  law  entitled  *'  An  Act  to 
prevent  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  clothing  made  in  unhealthy 
places."  Since  some  of  its  provisions  require' certain  duties  to 
be  performed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  the  act  is  herewith 
quoted  in  full. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  mamfaotuke  and  sale  of  clothing  made 

in  tn healthy  places. 

Be  U  enacted,  etc.,  n.^  foltiurs : 

Section  1.  Whenever  any  bouse,  room  or  place  used  as  a  dwell- 
ing, is  also  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  process  of 
making,  altering,  repairing  or  finishing  for  sale  any  ready-made  coats, 
vesta,  trousers,  or  overcoats,  it  shall,  within  the  meaning  of  this  act, 
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be  deemed  a  workshop  :  provided^  however^  that  the  exercise  of  such 
work  in  a  private  house  or  private  room,  by  the  family  dwelling 
therein  or  by  any  of  them,  shall  not  of  itself  constitute  such  house  or 
room  a  workshop  within  this  definition ;  every  such  workshop  shall  be 
kept  in  a  cleanly  state  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section  ;  and  each  of  said  garments  made,  altered,  repaired  or  finished 
for  sale  in  any  of  such  workshops  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection 
and  examination  of  the  inspectors  of  the  district  police,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  said  garments,  or  any  of  them,  or  any 
part  or  parts  thereof,  are  in  cleanly  condition  and  free  from  vermin 
and  every  matter  of  an  infectious  and  contagious  nature  ;  and  every 
person  so  occupying  or  having  control  of  any  workshop  as  aforesaid 
shall,  within  fourteen  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act  or  from  the 
time  of  beginning  work  in  any  workshop  as  aforesaid,  notify  the  chief 
of  the  district  police  or  the  special  inspector  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, of  the  location  of  such  workshop,  the  nature  of  the  work  there 
carried  on  and  the  number  of  persons  therein  employed. 

Skotion  2.  If  said  inspector  finds  evidence  of  infectious  disease 
present  in  any  workshop,  or  in  goods  manufactured  or  .in  the  process 
of  manufacture  therein,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  chief  of  the 
district  police,  who  shall  then  notify  the  state  board  of  health  to 
examine  said  workshop  and  the  materials  used  therein,  and  if  said 
board  shall  find  said  shop  in  an  unhealthy  condition,  or  the  clothing 
and  materials  used  therein  to  be  unfit  for  use,  said  board  shall  issue 
such  order  or  orders  as  the  public  safety  may  require. 

Section  3.  Whenever  it  shall  be  reported  to  said  inspector,  or  to 
the  chief  of  the  district  police,  or  to  the  state  board  of  health,  or 
either  of  them,  that  ready-made  coats,  vests,  trousers  or  overcoats 
are  being  shipped  to  this  Commonwealth,  having  previously  been 
manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part  under  unhealthy  conditions,  said 
inspector  shall  examine  said  goods  and  the  condition  of  their  manu- 
facture, and  if  upon  such  examination  said  goods  or  any  of  them  are 
found  to  contain  vermin,  or  to  have  been  made  in  improper  places  or 
under  unhealthy  conditions,  he  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the  state 
board  of  health,  which  board  shall  thereupon  make  such  order  or 
orders  as  the  safety  of  the  public  shall  require. 

Section  4.  Whoever  knowingly  sells  or  exposes  for  sale  any 
ready-made  coats,  vests,  trousers  or  overcoats  which  have  been  made 
in  a  tenement  house  used  as  a  workshop,  as  specified  in  section  one 
of  this  act,  shall  have  afiflxed  to  each  of  said  garments  a  tag  or  label, 
not  less  than  two  inches  in  length  and  one  inch  in  width,  upon  which 
shall  be^legibly  printed  or  written  the  name  of  the  state  and  the  city 
or  town  where  said  garment  or  garments  were  made. 

Section  5.     No  person  shall  sell  or  expose  for  sale  any  of  said 
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garments  without  a  tag  or  label,  as  aforesaid,  affixed  thereto,  nor 
shall  sell  or  expose  for  sale  any  of  said  garments  with  a  tag  or  label 
in  any  manner  false  or  fraudulent,  nor  shall  wilfully  remove,  alter  or 
destroy  any  such  tag  or  label  upon  any  of  said  garments  when  ex- 
posed for  sale. 

Section  6.  The  governor  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  two  additional  members  of  the  inspection 
department  of  the  district  police  force  qualified  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  members  of  such  department. 

Section  7.  Whoever  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars.     [^Approved  May  28 ^  1891. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  act  the  State  Board  of 
Health  is  required  to  issue  such  order  or  orders  as  the  public 
safety  may  require,  first  with  reference  to  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ready-made  clothing  made  in  Massachusetts  (section  2), 
and  secondly,  with  reference  to  such  clothing  as  may  bo  sent  to 
Massachusetts  from  any  place  outside  the  State  (section  3), 
upon  information  received  from  the  chief  of  district  police. 

But  one  case  has  thus  far  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Board  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  circumstances  of 
which  were  as  follows  :  — 

On  Sept.  15,  1891,  a  communication  was  received  from  the 
chief  of  district  police  stating  that  '*  ready-made  clothing  was 
being  made  under  unhealthy  conditions  in  a  building  numbered 
455  Hanover  Street  in  Boston."  The  Board  therel'ore  cauj^ed 
an  investigation  to  be  made,  and  found  that  a  Portuguese  woman 
with  her  nine-year-old  child  was  living  at  the  place  in  question 
(a  tenement-house)  ;  that  the  child  had  been  ill  with  diphtheria 
and  was  convalescent.  The  sick-room  had  been  disinfected  by 
the  city  board  of  health,  which  was  also  about  to  disinfect  the 
kitchen  or  other  room  of  the  tenement.  The  tenement-house 
was  occupied  by  people  of  several  nationalities  who  had  many 
children.  The  Portuguese  woman's  entire  support  was  derived 
from  the  finishing  of  trousers  for  a  clothing  bouse  in  Boston. 
No  action  was  deemed  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
this  case,  since  the  manufacturers  of  the  clothing,  having  become 
aware  of  the  existence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  family  of 
their  employee,  declined  to  receive  any  clothing  from  her  which 
had  been  made  during  the  illness  of  the  child,  and  until  the 
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premises  and  clothing  had  been  disinfected  by  the  local  board 
of  health. 

In  comment  upon  this  law,  under  which  but  one  case  has 
thus  far  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  law  is  liable  to  become  inoperative,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  :  I .  In  consequence  of  the  indirect  methods  of 
execution.  2.  Since  all  questions  relative  to  the  management 
and  control  of  infectious  diseases  are  very  properly  referred  by 
the  existing  statutes  to  local  boards  of  health,  who  possess  all 
the  necessary  power  and  authority  to  deal  with  them. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  a  tenement- 
house  in  a  family  where  ready-made  clothing  is  made,  or  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,  must  by  law  be  reported  to  the 
local  board  of  health  both  by  the  householder  and  by  the 
attending  physician.  There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  why  this 
question  should  not  have  been  referred  to  the  same  board, 
under  a  properly  framed  statute. 

Arsenic  in  Wall-papers  and  Fabrics. 

During  the  past  twenty  years  the  subject  of  the  possible 
danger  to  the  public  health  in  consequence  of  the  common 
practice  of  using  arsenic  in  the  coloring  of  wall-paper  and 
fabrics  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature, 
and  finally  resulted  in  the  enactment  of  a  law  which  provided 
that  children's  toys  and  confectionery  containing  arsenic  should 
not  be  made  or  sold.  The  same  law  required  the  State  Board 
of  Health  to  make  investigations  relative  '<  to  the  existence  of 
arsenic  in  any  paper,  fabric  or  other  article  offered  for  sale 
or  exchange,  and  to  report  upon  the  same  before  Feb.  1, 
1892." 

The  Board  appointed  Dr.  W.  B.  Hills  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Harvard  University  to  make  these  investigations,  and 
the  results  of  his  inquiries  are  printed  in  the  present  report. 

Noxious  AND  Offensive  Trades. 

Several  cases,  either  relating  to  slaughter-houses  or  render- 
ing establishments,  were  informally  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Board  during  1891,  but  no  petitions  having  been  received 
for  hearings  upon  the  subject,  no  action  was  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  statutes  relating  to  this  clas^ of  nuisances. 
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Reqistration  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  registration  of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  of  the 
State  is  intrusted  by  law  to  the  secretary  of  State,  under 
whose  charge  this  important  department  hz^s  been  conducted 
for  nearly  fifty  years.  The  work  of  editing  the  official  report 
has  been  committed  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  for  the  past  five  years. 

Since  a  considerable  portion  of  the  report  has  a  definite 
relation  to  public  hygiene,  a  condensed  summary  of  the  statistics 
of  1890  is  herewith  presented  :  — 

The  births  registered  in  Massachusetts  in  1890  were  r)7,777,  the 
marriages  20,838,  and  the  deaths  43,528.  The  excess  of  living 
births  over  deaths  was  14,249. 

These  numbers,  as  compared  with  the  living  population  of  2,238,- 
943  (United  States  Census  of  1890),  indicated  a  birth  rate  of  25.81 
per  1,000,  a  marriage  rate  of  18. G2  per  1,000,  and  a  death  rate  of 
19.44  per  1,000,  aud  the  excess  rate  of  births  over  deaths  was  6.37 
per  1,000. 

The  births,  57,777  in  number,  were  more  than  those  of  any  pre- 
vious year,  and  the  birth  rate,  which  had  diminished  with  irregularity 
from  1850  to  1878,  has  again  slightly  increased.  The  number  of 
still-births  was  2,099. 

The  largest  number  of  births,  5,338,  occurred  in  December.'  The 
birth  rate  of  the  twenty-eight  cities  was  28.4,  the  largest  being  that 
of  Holyoke,  42.7,  and  the  least  that  of  Newton,  21.2.  The  birth 
rate  of  the  rest  of  the  State  was  21.7. 

The  whole  number  of  marriages  was  20,838  and  the  rate  18.62 ; 
the  greatest  number  occurred  in  November,  2,505,  and  the  least  num- 
ber in  March,  817. 

The  cities  having  the  highest  marriage  rate  were  New  Ikdford  and 
Chicopee,  each  having  a  ratio  of  12.5,  and  the  city  having  the  lowest 
was  Pittsfield,  6.7. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  43,528,  which  indicated  a  death  rate 
of  19.44  per  1,000.  The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were 
9,625.  The  death  rates  have  varied  but  little  during  the  past  forty 
years,  the  highest  being  22.8  in  1864  and  in  1872,  and  the  lowest 
16.9  in  1867.  For  the  past  ten  years  the  death  rate  has  not  varied 
more  than  1  per  1,000  from  19.5. 

By  counties,  the  highest  death  rate  in  1891  was  in  Dukes  and 
Nantucket,  25.4  and  24.5,  and  the  lowest,  15.8,  in  Franklin.  The 
greatest  number  of  deaths,  5,300,  occurred  in  January,  and  the  least. 
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2,840,  in  June.  Twenty-five  persons  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  over.  By  cities,  the  highest  death  rate  was  in  Lawrence,  26.5, 
and  in  Lowell,  25.2,  and  the  lowest,  13.7,  in  Newton. 

The  causes  of  death  were  distributed  as  follows  by  general  classes  : 
8,079,  or  18.6  per  cent.,  were  from  zymotic  diseases ;  9,211,  or  21.2 
per  cent.,  were  from  constitu^^ional  diseases;  19,509,  or  44.8  per 
cent.,  were  from  local  disea  es ;  4,396,  or  10.1  per  cent.,  were  from 
developmental  diseases ;  1,814,  or  4.2  per  cent.,  were  by  violence, 
and  519,  or  1.2  per  cent.,  were  from  unknown  or  unspecified 
causes. 

The  deaths  from  dysentery  were  220  in  number,  which  was  the  least 
number  from  this  cause  for  ten  years.  Those  from  typhoid  fever 
were  835,  which  was  also  less  than  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 
Those  from  whooping-cough  were  363.  Those  from  croup  were  387, 
from  diphtheria  1,239,  from  measles  114,  from  scarlet-fever  196,  which 
was  very  much  less  than  the  average  of  the  ten  years  past.  Those 
from  cholera  infantum  were  2,491,  which  was  in  excess  of  the  average. 
From  small-pox,  but  one  death  was  reported. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  were  5,791,  which  indicated  a  slightly 
diminishing  ratio. 

From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  classified  under  apoplexy, 
paralysis,  insanity  and  convulsions,  there  were  3,613  deaths. 

The  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  heart  diseases  were  3,579,  which  was 
much  greater  than  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

Special  prominence  is  given  in  this  report  of  1890  to  the 
vital  statistics  of  cities,  the  birth,  marriage  and  death  rates 
being  presented  for  the  census  years  1870,  1875,  1880,  1885 
and  1890. 

The  Pkotection  of  the  Sea-coast  from  Floating  Nuisances. 

The  Board  has  received  communications  from  two  different 
sources  during  the  past  year  relative  to  the  existence  of  floating 
garbage  of  various  kinds  which  comes  ashore  at  certain  stages 
of  the  tide  and  with  favorable  winds,  causing  thereby  consider- 
able nuisance  in  the  neighborhood  of  such  deposits.  In  one  of 
these  instances  the  nuisance  consisted  of  floating  garbage  sup- 
posed to  have  been  discharged  from  fishing  schooners ;  it 
came  ashore  at  Amesbury  and  created  a  nuisance  there.  The 
other  complaint  came  from  the  authorities  of  Swampscott,  the 
nuisance  being  caused  by  the  dumping  of  the  garbage  of  Boston 
at  the  outer  part  of  the  harbor ;  the  decomposing  material 
was  driven  ashore  at  Swampscott. 
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Id  neither  of  these  cases  did  the  State  Board  have  any  legal 
jurisdiction.  It  was  therefore  deemed  best  to  advise  the  parties 
to  seek  some  remedy  by  legislation. 

With  reference  to  the  dumping  of  the  oflfal  and  garbage  of 
Boston  at  sea,  there  has  been  mfich  improvement  since  the 
complaint  above  alluded  to  was  maCe,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  streets 
of  Boston  for  1891:  — 

Od  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  complaints  were  well 
fouDded,  since  the  refuse  picked  up  on  the  beaches  at  Swampscott 
and  its  vicinity  came  from  the  Boston  dumping-scow.  The  location 
of  the  dumping- place  was  therefore  changed,  and  instead  of  using  a 
single  dump,  as  had  been  the  custom  in  former  years,  a  number  of 
dumps  were  arranged,  so  that  advantage  might  be  taken  of  the  wind 
to  keep  the  refuse  from  floating  ashore.  These  dumping-stations 
are  shown  on  a  chart,  and  are  from  two  to  eight  miles  farther  out  to 
sea  than  the  old  dumping-place.  Since  this  change  has  been  made, 
no  complaint  from  any  source  has  been  received,  as  it  is  possible  to 
choose  a  station  from  which  the  garbage  cannot  be  blown  ashore. 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

This  department  of  the  work  of  the  Board  has  now  been  in 
existence  nearly  ten  years,  and  has  proved  to  be  a  protection 
against  danger  and  against  fraud. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Board  in  this  direction  has  pro- 
gressed as  usual  during  the  year.  Before  the  close  of  the  year 
it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  Board  that  so  much  of  the  work 
of  food  and  drug  examination  as  is  done  in  eastern  Massa- 
chusetts should  be  under  the  supervision  of  one  chemist,  who 
should  have  charge  of  this  work.  Accordingly,  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  June,  1891,  Dr.  Charles  P.  Worcester  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  analyst  in  charge  of  this  department  of  work. 

An  important  question  which  came  up  during  the  year  was 
that  of  the  presence  of  copper  as  an  adulterant  in  certain  sorts 
of  canned  vegetables  imported  from  France.  A  complaint  was 
entered  in  the  lower  courts  with  reference  to  this  form  of 
adulteration.  The  defendant  was  convicted  and  appealed,  but 
the  trial  in  the  superior  court  did  not  take  place  until  after  the 
close  of  the  year  embraced  in  this  report.  Hence  a  further 
account  of  the  same  will  be  presented  in  the  next  annual 
report  (1892). 
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Municipal  Health  Organization. 

Every  j'ear  the  State  Board  is  called  upon  to  give  advice  to 
local  boards  of  health  with  reference  to  the  proper  management 
of  sanitary  matters  in  cities  and  towns,  but  chiefly  in  the  smaller 
towns,  since  the  cities  have  in  most  instances  well-organized 
boards  of  health.  The  present  unsatisfactory  law  allows  any 
town  to  neglect  the  public  welfare  by  intrusting  the  important 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  health  of  the  town  to  a  board  of 
selectmen  who  are  not  elected  in  consequence  of  their  fitness  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  a  board  of  health.  As  a  natural  consequence 
instances  of  the  evil  results  of  this  glaring  defect  are  of  frequent 
occurrence.  The  Board  has  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the 
need  of  legislation  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  thus  far  without 
avail. 

The  Weekly  Mortality  Reports. 

The  Board  has  maintained  during  nearly  the  whole  period  of 
its  existence  a  weekly  report  of  the  deaths  in  such  cities  and 
towns  of  the  State  as  have  voluntarily  made  returns  to  the  State 
Board  of  such  deaths  as  occur  during  each  week  in  these  cities 
and  towns.  This  report  is  compiled  at  the  office  of  the  Board 
each  week,  and  a  copy  is  sent  to  the  town  clerk  or  registrar  of 
each  city  and  town. 

In  the  present  report  a  summary  is  given  for  the  year  1891, 
together  with  an  abstract  of  the  reports  of  the  preceding  eight 
years. 

The  Geographical  Distribution  of  Certain  Diseases 

IN  Massachusetts. 

In  this  paper  is  presented  a  demographic  study  of  eight  dis- 
eases or  causes  of  death,  most  of  which  are  recognized  as 
infectious,  and  preventable  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  The 
method  of  treating  the  subject  is  mainly  statistical,  and  a 
degree  of  uniformity  is  maintained  in  the  tabulations  and  group- 
ings of  counties.  In  the  discussion  of  each  disease  the  death 
rates  from  the  given  disease  are  first  presented  for  each  of  the 
twenty  years  included  in  the  period  selected  for  observation 
(1871-1890).  Next  the  death  rates  by  counties.  In  addition 
to  geographical  position,  the  important  condition  of  density  of 
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population  receives  consideration,  and  finally  the  entire  list  of 
cities  and  towns  in  the  State  is  presented  with  its  general  death 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population,  and  its  death  rate  from 
each  disease  for  the  twenty  years. 

As  a  matter  of  convenience  and  uniformity  the  mortality  of 
the  State  from  cac.h  disease  is  taken  as  an  average  or  standard 
of  comparison,  and  is  assumed  to  be  100. 

Other  special  conditions  receive  due  consideration,  such  as 
the  influence  of  railway  -communication  ;  the  relation  of  paper 
mills  to  small-pox  mortality  ;  of  employment  of  married  women 
away  from  home  to  the  death  rate  from  cholera  infantum ;  of 
elevation  above  sea  level  and  distance  from  the  sea  to  the  death 
rate  from  phthisis  and  pneumonia. 

Health  of  Towns. 

Under  this  title  a  digest  has  been  prepared  from  such  reports 
of  local  boards  of  health  as  have  been  forwarded  to  the  office 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  1891.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  matter  presented,  a  tabular  statement  is  given  con« 
taining  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  to 
the  local  boards  of  health  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  each  of  the  diseases  specified  in  the  statutes  so  far 
as  they  were  known  at  the'  time  of  making  up  the  table.  It 
would  add  very  much  to  the  efficiency  as  well  as  interest  of  this 
part  of  the  report  if  all  of  the  large  towns  were  required  by 
law  to  publish  an  annual  health  report. 

Routine  Work  of  the  Board. 

During  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891,  the  Board  held 
thirteen  regular  meetings,  besides  many  meetings  of  standing 
committees,  and  five  public  hearings  relative  to  questions 
which  arose  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of 
1888,  and  certain  special  acts. 

The  mortality  statistics  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  have 
been  voluntarily  forwarded  by  the  proper  officials  to  the  office 
of  the  Board  each  week  have  been  compiled  at  the  office  and 
published  weekly.  A  summary  of  them  is  presented  in  this 
report. 

Much  advice  has  been  given  to  local  boards  of  health  relative 
to  sanitary  matters,  and  also  to  individuals  who  have  requested 
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such  advice ;  and  many  visits  have  been  made  by  the  secretary 
and  the  engineers  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  advice 
upon  such  matters  as  have  been  referred  to  the  Board  for 
investigation. 

The  following  table  presents  some  of  the  more  important 
work  of  the  Board  in  a  condensed  statistical  form  :  — 

Statistical  Table  for  the  Year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891, 

Whole  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during  the 

year, 6,294 

Samples  of  milk  examined  (included  in  the  foregoing),         .        .  2,726 

Whole  number  examined  since  beginning  of  work  in  1883,  .  .  40,965 
W^hole  number  of  samples  of  milk  examined  since  beginning  of 

work  in  lb83, 20,732 

Number  of  warning  notices  issued  relative  to  adulteration  during 

the  year, 439 

Number  of  prosecutions  against  offenders  during  the  year,    .        .  150 

Number  of  convictions  during  the  year, 135 

Amount  of  fines  secured  during  the  year,  ....  $2,668.35 
Force  employed  at  Boston,  for  food  and  drug  inspection,  chemists 

and  assistants, 4 

At  Amherst, 1 

Inspectors, 3 

Under   the   Provisions   of  the  Act   to  Protect  the  Purity  op 

Inland  ^yATER8. 

[This  table  applies  to  the  calendar  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1891.] 

Applications  for  advice  from  cities,  towns  and  others :  — 

Relating  to  water  supply, 29 

Relating  to  sewerage  and  drainage, 21 

Relating  to  pollution  of  streams, 3 

53 

Number  of  samples  of  water  examined  chemically  and  microscop- 
ically at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  .        .        .        .       1,526 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage,  water  and  sand  examined  chemi- 
cally and  bacteriological ly  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,      .       2,353 

Additional  samples  examined  bacteriological ly  at  Lawrence  Ex- 
periment Station, 580 

Total  number  of  samples  examined, 4,459 
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Force  employed  at  13  Beacon  Street :  — 
Chief  engineer,    .... 
Assistant  engineers,    . 


At  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology :  — 

Chief  chemist, 

Assistant  chemists,      .... 

Chief  biologist, 

Assistant  biologist,      .... 


At  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  :  — 

Chemists, 

Bacteriologists,    .        .        .        . 
Other  assistants  and  laborers,     . 


Total  ordinary  force, 


1 
8 

—  4 

1 
4 
1 
1 

—  7 

2 
2 

4 

—  8 

19 


The  number  of  applications  received  since  July,  1886,  when 
the  act  relating  to  water  supply  and  sewerage  first  went  into 
operation,  is  as  follows  :  — 


1886, 
1887, 


1888, . 
1889, . 
1890, . 
1891, . 


-  Total,     . 


8 
22 
28 
38 
23 
53 

172 


Expenditures. 

The  expenses  of  the  Board  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 

1891,  under  Che  three  appropriations  for  general  expenses,  food 

and  drug  inspection,  and  water  supply  and  sewerage  work,  were 

as  follows :  — 

General  Expenses. 

Salaries, 

Printinjr^ 


Travelling,      .... 
Special  invest ig.itions,    . 

Postage, 

Books,  subscriptions  and  binding. 

Express, 

Stationery,   .... 


(5,994  96 
1,053  38 
795  94 
401  62 
367  75 
334  64 
298  75 
200  99 
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Telephone, f  151  00 

Type-writer  and  catalogue  cases,  .        .                ....  105  00 

Chemical  analysis, 66  00 

OflSee  incidentals, 82  22 

Plans  and  maps, 23  40 

Type-writing, 15  90 

Advertising, 16  00 

Telegrams, 2  75 

Total 19,910  80 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

Salaries  of  chemists,       .                |4,700  00 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 3,100  00 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples,    ....  ^075  00 

Legal  services, 118  40 

Incidentals,  bottles,  corks,  etc., 16  72 

Printing, 9  29 

Total. $10,019  41 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

Salaries, .  • $17,851  48 

Experiment  Station  at  Lawrence  (labor,  rent  and  materials),      .  5,407  78 

Travelling,      . .  875  51 

Rent  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,    ....  875  00 

Express,. .  718  67 

Apparatus, 193  71 

Printing, 108  36 

Stationery 91  67 

Maps  and  blue  prints, 64  22 

Paid  observers, 33  00 

Postage 12  58 

Telegrams, 4  76 

Total 126,236  74 

HENRY  P.   WALCOTT. 
JOSEPH   W.   HASTINGS. 
HIRAM  F.   MILLS. 
FRANK   W.    DRAPER. 
JOHN   M.    RAYMOND. 
MORRIS   SCHAFF. 
ELIJAH  U.  JONES. 
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GENERAL  REPORT. 


ADVICE    TO    CITIES    AND    TOWNS. 


The  following  pages  up  to  the  58th  were  contained  in 
a  report  made  to  the  Legislature  Jan.  9,  1892,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888.  The 
portions  of  this  report  here  given  are  the  general  report  of 
the  Board  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the 
substance  of  replies  made  by  the  Board  to  such  cities, 
towns,  corporations  and  individuals  as  have  applied  for  its 
advice  relative  to  systems  of  water  supply,  drainage  and 
sewerage  under  the  requirements  of  the  act.  The  poi*tion 
omitted  relates  mainly  to  the  work  done  at  the  Lawrence 
Experiment  Station,  a  more  complete  account  of  which  will 
be  found  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  volume. 


During  each  of  the  years  before  the  past  one,  since  the 
Board  was  given  the  general  oversight  and  care  of  all  inland 
waters,  and  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  past  year,  the 
rainfall  in  the  State  has  been  unusually  large.  This  con- 
tinued condition  of  abundant  water  supply  and  high  flow  in 
the  streams  has  rendered  scarcely  noticeable  the  effect  of  the 
rapid  growth  in  population  during  these  years  in  exhausting 
the  capacity  of  the  present  sources  of  water  supply  and 
in  increasing  the  pollution  of  streams,  but  during  the  past 
summer  and  autumn  a  drought  prevailed,  which,  although 
not  as  extreme  as  in  some  previous  years,  has  indicated  to 
many  places  that  an  additional  supply  of  water  was  needed ; 
and,  as  a  consequence,  a  large  number  of  applications  have 
been  made  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  as  to  additional 
sources  of  water  supply.     More  complaints  of  troubles  from 
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bad  Utstes  and  odors  have  also  beeu  received  during  the  past 
year  than  in  any  previous  year.  In  nearly  all  cases  these 
complaints  have  been  accompanied  by  requests  for  examina- 
tions of  the  waters  and  information  as  to  the  character  of 
the  water,  as  well  as  for  remedies  to  remove  the  trouble. 

The  low  water  in  the  streams  of  the  State  duriYig  the  summer 
and  autumn  has  been  accompanied  by  a  much  greater  degree 
of  pollution  in  those  streams  which  receive  sewage  and 
manufacturing  wastes  than  has  been  at  any  time  noticed 
since  1887.  On  this  account  special  examinations  have  been 
made  of  the  north  and  south  branches  of  the  Nashua  Kiver 
below  Fitchburg  and  Clinton,  of  the  Neponset  River,  and 
of  the  Blackstone  River  l)elow  Worcester.  In  the  case  of 
the  Blackstone  River  the  examinations  were  unusually  com- 
plete, including,  in  addition  to  the  sanitary  analysis,  the 
determination  of  the  iron  and  sulphuric  acid  which  are  dis- 
charged into  the  streams  by  the  iron  works. 

In  connection  with  these  investic^ations  an  extended  series 
of  analyses  was  made,  to  ascertain  the  character  and  degree 
of  purification  effected  at  the  sewage  precipitation  works  of 
Worcester,  and  the  effect  of  this  treatment  on  the  quality 
of  the  water  in  the  Blackstone. 

At  Framingham  several  samples  of  sewage  and  effluents 
from  the  sewage  fields  have  been  examined  chemically  and 
bacteriologically,  with  the  result  of  showing  that  the  sewage 
was  very  thoroughly  purified. 

In  addition  to  the  systems  of  sewage  disposal  just  men- 
tioned, the  town  of  Gardner  has  begun  to  purify  its  sewage 
by  filtration  through  the  land,  and  the  city  of  Marlborough 
has  prepared  a  disposal  area  of  land  which  will  very  soon 
be  ready  for  use. 

The  Neponset  River  is  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes 
to  a  greater  extent  than  by  sewage,  and  has  brought 
forcibly  before  the  Board  the  need  of  more  knowledge  as  to 
practicable  methods  of  disposing  of  such  wastes  without  pol- 
luting the  streams. 

During  the  summer  of  1891  a  considerable  number  of 
spring  waters  which  are  publicly  sold  throughout  the  State 
were  collected  for  examination,  and  at  the  same  time  a  care- 
ful inspection  of  the  surroundings  of  the  springs  was  made. 
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to  discover  possible  sources  of  pollution.  There  is  a  very 
large  sale  of  spring  watei*8  in  some  of  the  cities  of  the  State, 
and  there  is  also  a  large  amount  consumed  in  bottled  form, 
as  soda  water  and  other  effervescing  drinks. 

As  the  result  of  this  investigation,  it  was  found  that  some 

of  the  springs'  were  situated  in  regions  nearly  or  quite  free 

from  population,  where  the  land  was  not  under  cultivation, 

and  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  these 

waters  showed  them  to  be  of  the  highest  purity.     Other 

springs  were  situated   in  populous  districts,  or  had    near 

them  direct  sources  of  pollution,  and  the  water  gave  evidence 

on  chemical  analysis  that  it  had,  in  its  course,  received  a 

large  amount  of  pollution  from  the  drainage  of  houses  and 

cesspools.     In  most  of  the  springs  of  this  character  which 

were  examined,  the  water  showed  a  high  degree  of  purification 

by  filtration  through  the  ground.    Although  in  this  condition 

the  water  may  be  considered  harmless,  it  should  be  borne  in 

mind  that  spring  waters  of  this  kind,  which  have  previously 

received  pollution,  contain  filtered  sewage,  and  that  there  is 

risk  in  using  such  waters,  owing  to  the  possibility  arising  at 

any  time  of  imperfect  purification.     Out  of  the  forty-three 

spring   waters   examined,   twenty-three  were  at    the   time 

entirely  satisfactory.     The  remaining  twenty  waters,  which 

had  previously  received  pollution  from   a  moderate  to  an 

excessive  degree,  were  found  to  have  been  purified  to  such 

an  extent  by  filtration  through  the  ground  that  at  the  times 

of  observation  they  could  not  be  regarded  as  injurious.     A 

detailed  account  of  these  investigations  will  be  given  in  the 

forthcoming  annual  report  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  has  given  much  attention  during  the  past  year 
to  the  study  of  epidemics  of  typhoid  fever,  to  determine 
whether  they  were  due  to  infected  water  supplies.  The 
question  of  the  cause  of  epidemics  is  one  of  the  most  important 
at  present  before  the  Board,  which  is  now  equipped  with 
expert  biologists  and  chemists  who  have  become  qualified  by 
experience  to  undertake  investigations  of  this  character. 

In  the  selection  of  samples  of  water  for  monthly  examina- 
tion during  the  past  year,  attention  has  been  largely  directed 
to  the  effect  of  storage  on  surface  waters  under  different 
conditions.     Two  hundred  and  five  examinations  of  samples 
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of  water  collected  from  the  inlets  and  outlets  of  old  and 
seventy-two  similar  examinations  of  new  storage  reservoirs 
have  been  made.  Many  examinations  of  the  character  ot 
the  water  at  different  depths  in  reservoirs  have  also  been 
made,  especially  as  regards  the  presence  and  amount  oi 
dissolved  oxygen,  with  important  results. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increasing  confidence  with 
which  the  work  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  wat«r  supplies  is 
meeting  with  sanitarians  and  engineers,  not  only  within  the 
State  but  throughout  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. Applications  for  assistance  and  advice  from  water 
boards  in  Massachusetts  are  yearly  becoming  more  numerous. 

The  chemical  and  biological  laboratories  have  been  main- 
tained at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  where 
1,526  samples  were  examined  chemically  and  microscopically, 
and  many  waters  were  examined  for  bacteria. 

The  following  classification  includes  the  waters,  of  which, 
in  most  cases,  complete  analyses  were  made,  and  does  not 
include  many  special  investigations,  such  as  the  determina- 
tion of  dissolved  oxygen  at  different  depths  in  reservoirs  :  — 


Analyses  of  samples :  — 
From  inlets  and  outlets  of  old  storage  reservoirs, 
From  inlets  and  outlets  of  new  storage  reseiToirs, 
From  new  reservoirS,    .... 
At  different  depths  in  reservoirs,  . 

Miscellaneous, 

Total  from  regular  water  supplies,  . 

For  new  sources  of  water  supply. 
With  reference  to  pollution  of  streams. 
With  reference  to  sewage  purification, 

Spring  waters, 

Town  pumps  and  wells, 
•  In  connection  with  study  of  epidemics. 


205 
72 
o2 
64 

630 

71 
250 

77 

•i;j 
u 

'18 


1,023 


503 


ToUil, 


1,526 


For  the  coming  year  the  Board  i)roposes  to  continue  the 
regular  monthly  examinations  of  many  of  the  water  supi)lie8 
of  the  State,  selecting  as  the  supplies  to  be  examined  those 
which  are  used  by  the  larger  popuhitions,  or  which  will  fur- 
nish information  of  the  greatest  value.     The  selections  will 
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also  bo  made  as  in  the  past  both  with  roforenco  to  obtaining 
a  record  of  the  qualiiyof  the  water  used  by  the  different  com- 
munities, and  to  increasing  the  existing  knowledge  as  to  the 
relative  quality  of  waters  obtained  or  stored  in  different 
ways. 

It  is  also  desired  to  know  more  definitely  than  at  present 
whether  water  from  a  polluted  source,  which,  after  filtering 
through  the  ground,  is  found  by  chemical  analysis  to  have  all 
the  organic  matter  removed  from  it  by  filtration,  is  also 
pure  from  a  bacterial  stand-point.  It  is  further  proposed 
to  add  data  to  the  map  of  normal  chlorine  of  Massachusetts, 
for  it  is  on  this  normal  chlorine  that  all  our  classifications 
of  purity  of  waters  rest,  and  to  discover  if  possible  whether 
a  standard  of  nitrates  in  ground  waters  can  be  established, 
which  would  be  of  great  value  in  classifying  these  waters. 

It  is  desirable  that  complete  mineral  analyses  of  many  of 
the  water  supplies  of  the  State  should  be  made,  for  the  light 
which  they  may  throw  on  the  presence  of  particular  organ- 
isms in  waters  of  different  composition. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  further  examinations  of  the 
methods  used  and  results  obtained  in  the  purification  of 
sewage  by  filtration  through  the  ground  and  by  chemical 
precipitation  in  all  the  towns  and  public  institutions 
having  systems  of  sewage  disposal. 

As  a  means  of  diminishing  the  pollution  of  rivers,  the 
purification  of  manufacturing  wastes  before  they  are 
allowed  to  enter  streams  is  also  a  highly  important  matter 
for  investigation. 

The  investigations  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station 
have  continued  during  the  past  year,  and,  as  in  previous 
years,  they  have  related  largely  to  the  purification  of  sewage 
and  water  by  intermittent  filtration.  In  addition  to  this 
work,  however,  a  very  large  amount  of  chemical  and  bio- 
logical work  has  been  done  at  the  convenient  laboratory  of 
the  Board,  which  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  this 
station.  This  additional  work  has  related  to  the  identifi- 
cation of  different  species  of  bacteria  found  in  sewage,  and 
in  water  supplies  polluted  by  sewage,  with  a  view  })oth  to 
detecting  the  presence  of  the  pathogenic  bacteria,  and 
whether  such  bacteria,  and   others   which   are  common  in 
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sewage,  will  survive  when  the  sewage  U  highly  diluted  by 
being  turned  into  a  stream 

The  other  examinations  made  at  this  station  relate  to  the 
pollution  of  streams,  the  purification  of  manufacturing 
wastes  and  the  examination  of  water  from  many  sources, 
a  large  proportion  of  them  in  connection  with  the  study  of 
epidemics  of  typhoid  fever  and  other  diseases.  In  all,  2,347 
samples  have  been  examined  both  chemically  and  bacterially, 
and  bacterial  examinations  only  have  been  made  of  580 
additional  samples  of  water. 

A  more  extended  account  of  the  work  done  at  this  place 
is  given  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 


ADVICE  TO  CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888, 
entitled  **An  Act  to  protect  the  purity  of  inland  waters,  and 
to  require  consultation  with  the  State  Board  of  Health  re- 
garding the  establishment  of  systems  of  water  supply,  drain- 
age and  sewerage,"  the  Board  is  required  '*  from  time  to 
time  to  consult  with  and  advise  the  authorities  of  cities  and 
towns,  or  with  corporations,  firms  or  individuals  either  al- 
ready having  or  intending  to  introduce  systems  of  water 
supply,  drainage  or  sewerage,  as  to  the  most  appropriate 
source  of  supply,  the  best  practicable  method  of  assuring 
the  purity  thereof  or  of  disposing  of  their  drainage  or  sewage, 
having  regard  to  the  present  and  prospective  needs  and  in- 
terests of  other  cities,  towns,  corporations,  firms  or  indi- 
viduals which  may  be  affected  thereby.  It  shall  also  from 
time  to  time  consult  with  and  advise  persons  or  corporations 
engaged  or  intending  to  engage  in  any  manufacturing  or 
other  business,  drainage  or  sewage  from  which  may  tend  to 
cause  the  pollution  of  any  inland  water,  as  to  the  best  prac- 
ticable method  of  preventing  such  pollution  by  the  intercep- 
tion, disposal  or  purification  of  such  drainage  or  sewage : 
provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  bear  the 
expense  of  such  consultation  or  advice,  or  of  experiments 
made  for  the  purposes  of  this  act.  All  such  authorities, 
corporations,  firms  and  individuals  are  hereby  required  to 
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give  notice  to  said  Board  of  their  intentions  in  the  premises, 
and  to  submit  for  its  advice  outlines  of  their  proposed  plans 
or  schemes  in  relation  to  water  supply  and  disposal  of  drain- 
age and  sewage ;  and  all  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  introduce  a  system  of  water  supply^  drainage  or 
sewerage^  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  recommen- 
dation and  advice  of  the  said  Board  thereon.** 

During  the  year  1891  the  Board  has  given  its  advice  to 
the  following  cities,  towns,  corporations  and  individuals  who 
have  applied  for  such  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the 
general  act  of  1888,  or  under  special  acts  relating  to  water 
supply  and  sewerage. 

Applications  were  received  from  the  following  sources 
during  the  year  for  advice  relative  to  water  supply  :  Quincy ; 
Haverhill ;  I.  B.  Little  and  others  of  Merrimac  ;  Lot  Phillips 
and  others,  relative  to  a  supply  for  the  towns  of  Hanover 
and  Norwell ;  Easthampton  (three  applications)  ;  Orange ; 
Waltham  ;  Geo.  W.  Parkes  and  others  of  Falmouth  ;  D.  W. 
Tenney  and  others  of  Methuen  ;  the  Lexington  Water  Com- 
pany ;  Winchester ;  the  Stockbridge  Water  Company  (two 
applicatfons)  ;  Webster ;  the  Attleborough  Fire  District, 
No.  1  ;  Kingston ;  Fitchburg ;  the  Marblehead  Water  Com- 
pany of  Swampscott ;  Wellesley ;  C.  L.  Goodhue,  relative 
to  a  water  supply  for  the  village  of  Willimansett ;  Taunton  ; 
West  Boylston  ;  Clinton  ;  Pittsfield ;  Millbury  ;  Lowell ; 
and  Westminster. 

The  applications  relating  to  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
were  from  the  following  sources :  Pittsfield ;  Fairhaven ; 
Brookfield ;  North  Adams ;  the  Massachusetts  School  for 
the  Feeble-minded  ;  Amherst ;  Watertown ;  Hull ;  the 
Nemasket  Mills  ;  West  Springfield  ;  Springfield  (two  applica- 
tions) ;  Revere  (three  applications)  ;  Westborough;  Welles- 
ley  College ;  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs 
and  Inebriates  ;  Nantucket ;  Easthampton  and  Southbridge. 
To  these  should  be  added  an  application  from  the  town  of 
Beverly,  which  was  not  received  till  late  in  1890,  and  a 
reply  was  made  early  in  the  following  year. 

Three  ai)plications  were  received  which  had  reference 
to  the  pollution  of  inland  streams.  The  subjects  referred 
to  in  these  communications  were  the  condition  of  certain 
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meadows  on  the  Xeponsct  River,  the  widening  of  Alewife 
Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  My.-tic  Kivcr,  and  the  condition 
of  the  Blackstonc  River  helow  Worcester. 

Applications  from  West  Boylston,  Clinton,  Pittsfield, 
Lowell,  Southbridire,  Springfield  and  Revere,  received  late 
in  the  year,  are  now  under  con^sideration  by  the  Board. 

Water  Supply. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
in  reply  to  applications  relative  to  water  supply  :  — 

QuiNCV.  The  mayor  of  Quincy  applied  to  the  Board  for 
its  advice  (Jan.  5,  1891 )  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply 
for  the  city,  from  territory  located  mainly  in  the  town  of 
Braintrec.  The  existing  water  supply  of  the  city  being 
furnished  by  a  water  company,  a  public  hearing  was  given 
by  the  Board  February  3,  at  which  the  city  and  the  water 
company  were  represented.  The  Board,  after  considering 
the  question,  subniiited  the  following  reply  :  — 

Boston*,  March  11,  1891. 

It  is  impracticable,  with  the  information  which  has  been  pre- 
sented, to  give  a  final  judgment  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  which 
Qniucy  can  obtain  from  the  ground  bordering  the  Hlue  Hill  Kiver 
in  Braintrec  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet  of  Great  Pond;  but  it 
seems  improbable  that  a  supply  for  thirty  thousand  people  can  be 
obtained  at  this  place,  unless  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
water  filters  into  the  <j:roun(l  during  the  summer  from  Great  Pond, 
which  lias  already  been  taken  by  the  towns  of  Randolph,  Holbrook 
and  Hraintree  for  water-supply  purposes.  The  quality  of  the  water 
taken  from  the  gnMind  as  proposed  has  not  been  tested,  but  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  natural  supply  from  the  ground  here  would 
be  excellent. 

The  proposed  storage  reservoir  is  so  large  in  proportion  to  its 
watershed  that  tiie  water  in  it  would  be  replaced,  on  an  average, 
only  once  in  nineteen  months  ;  and  it  is  improbable  that  it  would 
furnish  water  of  sati>f:ietory  quality  for  the  direct  suj)ply  of  the 
city,  if  it  was  not  carefully  |)rcpared  at  a  considerable  expense  by 
removing  all  vegetable  matter  from  its  bottom  and  sides. 

The  feasibility  of  replenishing  the  ground  water  supply  with  the 
stored  water  will  d*  peiid  much  upon  the  character  of  the  ground, 
which  has  not  v«*t  l>een  <letermined. 

If  it  should  be  granted  that  the  city  of  (Quincy  should  introtjuee 
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an  independent  supply  of  water,  this  Board  is  of  opinion,  in  view 
of  the  above  considerations,  that  further  investigations  should  be 
made  before  a  final  decision  is  reached  relative  to  the  construction 
of  works  for  supplying  water  from  this  source ;  such  investiga- 
tions, however,  cannot  be  made  in  season  for  presentation  to  the 
Legislature  this  year. 

We  know  of  no  other  territory  within  a  reasonable  distance 
from  Quiucy  from  which  it  is  at  all  probable  that  a  supply  inde- 
pendent of  the  present  one  can  be  obtained  ;  and  it  is  also  true  that 
this  territory  is  a  more  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  Quincy 
than  for  any  other  community. 

The  rights  of  Randolph,  Holbrook  and  Brain  tree  to  the  water  of 
Great  Pond  should  not  be  infringed  upon  ;  but  the  city  of  Quincy 
would  be  more  likely  to  obtain  a  sufHcicnt  supply  if  it  could  obtain 
from  these  towns  the  right  to  use  to  some  extent  the  storage 
capacity  of  this  pond. 

The  water  furnished  from  the  storage  reservoir  of  the  Quincy 
Water  Company,  which  is  now  the  main  source  of  supply  for  the 
city,  is  derived  from  a  territory  having  a  very  small  population  ;  but 
its  quality  is  not  satisfactory,  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of 
organic  matter  which  it  often  contains,  and  tin?  bad  taste  and  odor 
which  it  has  at  times ;  moreover,  it  is  liable  to  pollution  from  the 
piggeries  and  barns  upon  the  watershed.  It  is  entirely  practicable 
to  remove  many  of  the  objectionable  characteristics  of  this  water, 
and  to  greatly  improve  its  quality.  The  quantity  to  be  derived 
from  this  source  is  sufllcient  for  the  present  wants  of  the  city. 

IIaveuhill.  The  mayor  of  Haverhill  applied  to  the 
Board  (Feb.  4,  1891)  for  advice  relative  to  the  taking  of 
certain  ponds  within  the  limits  of  that  city  as  sources  of 
water  supply,  to  which  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  March  3,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  the  application  of  the 
city  of  Haverhill  for  advice  in  regard  to  obtaining  a  supply  of 
water  for  domestic  and  other  purposes  from  Kenoza  Lake,  Round 
Pond,  Plug  Pond  and  Crystal  Lake,  within  the  limits  of  said  city. 

The  water  from  each  of  these  ponds  was  analyzed  by  the  Board 
in  1887  and  1888,  and  was  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality, 
with  the  exception  of  that  from  Plug  Pond  (Lake  Saltonstall), 
which  is  being  polluted  by  the  rapidly  increasing  population  upon 
its  drainage  area,  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  it  should  be  abandoned  as  a  source  of  supply. 
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The  quantity  of  water  in  the  three  remaining  ponds  will  meet  all 
requirements  for  a  long  time  in  the  future. 

Tiie  Board  concludes  that  Kenoza  Lake,  Round  Pond  and 
Crystal  Lake  are  the  most  appropriate  sources  of  supply  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Haverhill. 

Mkkrimag.  Citizens  of  the  town  of  Merrimae  applied  to 
tho  Board  (February  9)  for  its  advice  relative  to  taking  a 
water  supply  from  the  valley  of  Cobbler's  Brook  in  that 
town,  to  which  tho  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  March  25,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  with 
reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  tow^  of  Merrimae,  to 
be  taken  from  wells  in  the  valley  of  Cobbler's  Brook  above  the 
main  village. 

In  the  absence  of  borings  to  determine  the  character  of  the 
ground  and  a  knowledge  of  the  exact  location  of  the  proposed 
wells,  it  is  not  feasible  to  give  definite  advice  with  reference  to 
the  appropriateness  of  this  source  of  supply  with  regard  to  either 
quantity  or  quality.  The  Board  can,  however,  advise  in  a  general 
way  that  this  is  the  first  source  to  investigate  with  reference  to 
obtaining  a  supply  of  water  for  the  town  of  Merrimae.  If 
sufliciently  porous  material  from  which  to  obtain  a  supply  can  be 
found  near  Cobbler's  Brook  a  half  mile  or  more  above  the  depot, 
the  quality  of  the  water  will  undoubtedly  be  excellent ;  but  if,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  sufllcient  supply,  it  should  be  necessary  to  locate 
nearer  the  village,  the  question  of  the  quality  of  the  water  should 
receive  further  consideration. 

Hanover  and  Xouavell.  Citizens  of  these  towns  applied 
to  the  Board  (February  (5)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the 
question  of  obtaining  a  water  supply  from  Abington  and 
Rockland,  the  supply  to  be  taken  by  purchase  from  the  exist- 
ing supply  in  use  in  those  towns.  To  this  application  the 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Feb.  12,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  the  proposition  for  ob- 
taining a  supply  of  water  for  the  towns  of  Hanover  and  Norwell 
by  the  purchase  of  water  from  Abington  and  Rockland. 

The  supply  of  Abington  and  Rockland  is  taken  from  Big  Sandy 
Pond,  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quantity  is  suflicient  for 
the  present  population  of  the  four  towns.     When  more  is  needed. 


12  WATER  SUPPLY  AND   SEWERAGE.      [Jan. 

it  can  probably  be  obtained  from  adjacent  ponds,  by  artificial 
channels  or  by  filtration.  This  source  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board,  an  appropriate  one  for  Hanover  and  Norwell. 

Easthampton.  The  town  of  Easthampton  applied  to  the 
Board  (February  9)  for  its  advice  relative  to  certain  springs 
and  streams  situated  in  Easthampton,  Northampton  and 
Southampton,  and  partly  upon  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Tom,  as 
means  of  water  supply  for  the  town.  The  Board  replied  to 
the  application  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  March  20,  1891. 
Tlie  sources  mentioned  in  the  application  are  :  — 

1.  Springs  and  streams  located  in  Northampton  on  or  near  the 
top  of  Mt.  Tom,  at  a  place  known  as  "  the  Old  Orchard." 

2.  Springs  and  streams  located  partly  in  Northampton  and 
partly  in  Easthampton,  on  the  westerly  slope  of  Mt.  Tom,  which 
waters  fiow  north-westerly  and  empty  into  the  Williston  Mills 
Pond. 

15.  Springs  and  streams  known  as  Brandy  Brook  and  Rum 
Brook,  located  in  Easthampton,  on  the  western  slope  of  Mt.  Tom, 
southerly  from  those  last  mentioned  and  flowing  north-westerly 
into  the  Nashawannuck  Pond. 

4.  Springs  and  streams  located  in  Easthampton,  on  the  western 
slope  of  Mt.  Tom,  southerly  from  those  last  mentioned  and  flow- 
ing into  Broad  Hrook. 

i>.  Springs  and  streams  known  as  Wilton  Brook,  located  partly 
in  Southampton  and  partly  in  Easthampton,  said  stream  beiug  now 
used  near  its  niouth  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  Easthampton. 

There  are  three  methods,  as  pointed  out  by  your  committee,  b}- 
which  a  supply  from  these  sources  may  be  utilized  by  the  town  :  — 

First,  The  water  of  the  brook  of  the  Old  Orchard  may  be 
diverted  into  the  present  distributing  reservoir,  from  which  it  can 
be  supplied  to  the  town  through  the  existing  system  of  pipes. 

Second,  The  sources  numbered  2,  3  and  4  in  your  application, 
or  a  portion  of  them,  can  be  utilized  by  means  of  collecting  wells 
and  a  system  of  piping  connecting  with  the  present  system  in  the 
town.  These  sources  are  at  such  a  low  level  that  thev  would  not 
furnish  a  sullicient  pressure  for  fire  streams,  and  the  present  dis- 
tributing reservoir  would  have  to  be  maintained  for  this  purpose. 
A  gate  or  gates  for  connecting  the  two  systems,  and  the  necessary 
check  valves  to  avoid  back  fiow  into  the  springs,  would  also  be 
required. 

Third,     The  water  of  Wilton  Brook,  taken  at  a  point  much 
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further  up  stream  than  at  present,  where  it  is  not  ezi)osed  to  con- 
tamination, can  be  conveyed  through  pipes  to  tlic  pump  now  used, 
from  which  it  could  be  supplied  to  the  town  as  at  present. 

Xo  one  of  the  suggested  schemes  is  enough  better  than  the 
others  to  enable  a  defmite  opinion  to  be  reached  from  such  in- 
vestigations as  it  is  feasible  for  our  engineers  to  make,  in  the 
absence  of  surveys  and  estimates  made  by  the  town ;  nor  is  it 
obvious  that  any  of  the  schemes  will  in  the  end  be  as  satisfactory 
and  economical  as  one  providing  for  a  suppl}'  from  some  source 
which  has  undoubted  capacity  ;  a5,  for  instance,  the  north  branch 
of  the  Manhan  Kiver  above  Loudville. 

The  Board  would  therefore  advise  the  town  to  employ  a  com- 
petent engineer  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  question  of  an  im- 
proved water  supply  for  the  town.  These  investigations  should 
comprise  estimates  of  the  cost  of  constructing  and  operating  the 
works,  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  different  sources  will 
furnish  in  a  dry  season,  the  length  of  time  that  the  works  when 
constructed  will  serve  the  town,  and  the  elllciency  of  the  service 
with  regard  to  the  (puility  of  the  water  and  fire  protection. 

Although  the  Hoard  cannot  offer  definite  advice  at  the  present 
time  as  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  town,  it 
will  offer  some  suggestions,  subject  to  revision  when  it  receives 
more  accurate  information.  The  sources  which  may  be  available 
n  addition  to  tliose  submitted  by  the  town  are  the  north  branch 
of  the  Manhan  Hiver,  already  mentioned,  Hassett  Brook  and  Broad 
Brook. 

The  first  of  these,  above  Loudville,  would  furnish  a  gravity 
supply  with  nearly  the  same  pressure  as  that  furnished  by  the 
present  distributing  reservoir,  and  the  quantity  of  water  would  be 
suflicient  for  the  supply  of  Kasthampton  without  storage,  even  if 
the  water  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  waUM*shed  should  be 
diverted  to  supplement  the  present  Northampton  water  supj)ly 
from  Roberts'  Meadow  Brook.  The  water  of  this  source  is  prob- 
ably of  goocl  (pijility,  but  has  not  been  analyzed,  because  the 
stri'jim  at  the  time  of  examination  was  fed  by  molting  snow,  and 
the  water  did  not  have  its  usual  character. 

The  water  of  Bassett  Brook  near  its  mouth  was  turbid  when 
examined,  but  at  the  first  road  crossing  further  up  stream  was 
clear,  nearly  colorless,  and  apparently  a  good  wator.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  brook  at  this  place  would  furnish  a  permanent  sup- 
ply with  very  little  if  any  storajre,  but  the  water  would  have  to  be 
pumped,  which  would  a<ld  to  the  expense.  The  brook  does  not 
have  a  rapid  fall,  and,  upon  going  np  the  stream,  before  a  point  is 
reached  where  the  elevation  is  sullieient  to  furnish  a  satisfactory 
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pressure  for  fire  protection,  the  quantity  becomes  too  small  for  the 
supply  of  the  town.  Broad  Brook  will  not  furnish  a  satisfactory 
gravity  supply,  and  is  probably  less  satisfactory  as  a  source  from 
which  to  pump  than  Bassett  Brook. 

Of  these  three  sources,  further  reference  will  be  made  only  to 
the  north  branch  of  the  Manhan,  which  appears  to  be  the  best 
one. 

With  regard  to  tiie  schemes  presented  by  the  town,  while  either 
would  be  a  considerable  improvement  upon  the  present  one,  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  of  them  would  in  the  beginning  furnish  enough 
water  in  a  very  dry  time,  and  before  many  years  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  water  used  would  require  a  new  source  of  supply. 

The  water  from  the  springs  on  the  westerly  slope  of  Mt.  Tom 
is  the  best  as  regards  quality,  but  the  water  from  the  other  sources 
would  probably  be  acceptable  if  not  stored  under  unfavorable 
conditions. 

The  best  method  of  comparing  the  different  schemes  from  a 
financial  stand-point  is  to  determine  the  total  yearly  cost  of  each, 
including  the  expense  of  pumping,  water  damages,  superintend- 
ence, repairs,  interest,  and  a  sullicient  sum  for  paying  the  debt 
created  by  the  construction  of  the  works  by  the  time  they  are  out- 
grown. The  last  item  is  a  very  important  one  in  connection  with 
works  which  will  be  sutllcient  for  only  a  few^  years,  and  may  cause 
the  yearly  expense  of  such  works  to  be  greater  than  that  of  per- 
manent works.  After  having  determined  the  yearly  cost  and  the 
capacity  of  the  different  schemes,  they  can  then  be  intelligently 
compared  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water  which  they 
will  furnish,  and  their  efliciency  for  fire  protection. 

Any  new  source  which  will  fail  to  furnish  enough  water  for  all 
purposes  in  dry  seasons,  and  which  will  thus  require  the  main- 
tenance and  use  of  the  present  source  of  supply,  will  at  such  times 
partake  of  the  objectionable  features  of  the  present  supply. 

Later  in  the  season  (September  9)  the  town  again  requested 
the  advice  of  the  Hoard  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  a 
water  supply  from  Broad,  Brandy  and  Rum  brooks,  near 
their  junction  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1891. 

When  the  water  is  more  completely  introduced  into  the  town, 

the  main  part  of  the  supply,  particularly  during  the  dry  weather, 

must  come  from  Broad  Brook,  so  that  the  quality  of  the  water 

from  this  source  is  of  the  first  importance.      Samples  of  water 
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collected  July  24  and  Sept.  14,  1891,  have  been  analj^zed.  These 
analyses  and  an  examination  of  the  whole  drainage  area  of  the 
brook  show  that  the  water  is  of  very  good  quality  for  all  purposes 
of  public  w^ater  suppl}'.  Owing  to  the  rapid  current  of  the  brook, 
the  samples  contained  some  minute  particles  of  suspended  matter, 
and  after  rains  would  |)robably  contain  still  more  ;  so  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  build  a  small  reservoir  or  large  well,  in  which  the 
water  would  be  nearly  quiet,  so  that  these  suspended  particles 
could  settle.  The  water  is  about  twice  as  hard  as  the  water  from 
Hassett  Hrook  and  the  north  branch  of  the  Alanhan  River,  but  it  is 
not  a  hard  water.  It  has  about  the  same  degree  of  hardness  as 
the  water  of  the  small  stream  which  flows  into  your  present  distrib- 
uting reservoir  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  as  the  water 
supplied  to  Holyoke. 

The  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  Broad  Brook,  even  in  the  dryest 
seasons,  will  probably  be  sutficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town  for  a 
considerable  time,  and,  with  a  moderate  amount  of  storage,  will 
meet  all  requirements  for  a  very  hong  time. 

With  regard  to  the  question  asked  verbally,  as  to  the  feasibility 
of  obtaining  a  supply  from  the  ground  at  this  place  by  means  of  a 
large  well,  it  may  be  eaid  that,  if  the  material  is  ix)rous  gravel  or 
coarse  sand  to  a  depth  of  twenty-five  feet  or  more,  it  is  probable 
that  a  sutllcient  supply  of  water  of  very  satisfactory  quality  might 
be  obtained  in  this  way.  The  surface  indications  are  not  unfavor- 
able. It  would  be  necessarv  to  drive  test-wells  to  determine  the 
character  of  the  material  beneath  the  surface,  and  to  obtain 
samples  of  the  ground  water,  before  any  definite  advice  upon  this 
point  couhl  be  given. 

Another  application  was  .received  from  the  town  (October 

■ 

17)  relative  to  another  i^ouree  of  supply  not  named  in  the  last 
applicati(m,  namely,  Pomcroy  Biook,  to  which  the  Board 
rei)lied  as  follows  :  — 

BosTo.v,  Nov.  4,  ISOl. 
The  quality  of  the  water  from  this  brook  is  somewhat  inferior 
to  that  from  other  sources  in  the  vicinity  which  have  been  exam- 
ined ;  viz..  Bassett  and  Broad  brooks,  and  the  north  branch  of  the 
Manhan  Hiver.  Tlu;  natural  flow  of  the  brook  in  dry  SL*asons 
would  be  too  small  to  furnish  a  sudicient  supply  of  water  for  your 
town,  though  a  sulHcient  supply  might  be  obtained  l)y  building  a 
storage  reservoir.  This  would  not  only  add  to  the  cost,  but  would 
make  the  water  still  less  satisfactory  in  quality  when  C(»m pared 
with  that  of  the  other  sources  mentioned.  The  ]>oard  therefore 
coneIu(le«  that  I'omeroy  Brook  is  not  the  most  appropriate  source 
of  supply  for  Kastham[>ton. 
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Orange.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Orange  npplied  to  the  Board  (February  10)  for  its  advice 
relative  to  the  appropriation  of  certain  sources  for  the  water 
supplyof  Orange,  these  sources  consisting  ofceitaiii  ponds  in 
the  towns  of  Orange,  Warwick  and  Erving ;  to  which  the 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — • 

Boston,  March  4,  1891. 

Hastings  Pond  in  Warwick  is  high  enough  to  apply  water  by 
gravity,  but  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  will  furnish  is  insufficient 
for  the  supply  of  the  town  of  Orange,  and  the  quality  of  its  water 
is  not  as  good  as  that  in  North  Pond  moreover,  its  distance  from 
the  town  would  make  it  a  very  expensive  source.  Long  Pond  was 
not  examined,  but,  from  the  information  furnirjlied  by  the  State 
map  and  the  town  authorities,  it  seemed  improbable  that  it  would 
furnish  enough  water  ;  and  it  is  doubtful  if  its  elevation  is  sufficient 
to  furnish  by  gravity  the  head  required  for  lire  purposes. 

North  Pond  by  itself  will  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  the  town  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  future,  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  that  portion  of  Coolidge  Brook  which  can  be  turned  into 
it,  will  furnish  a  supply  for  a  very  long  time.  The  water  in  this 
pond  is  soft,  and  of  suitable  quality  for  the  supply  of  the  town, 
although  it  is  of  a  brownish  color,  owing  to  the  drainage  from 
swamps.  Tlie  water  of  Coolidge  Brook  at  the  time  when  it  was 
examined  wus  of  extremely  good  quality  in  every  respect.  Its 
quality  may  vary  from  time  to  time,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that 
it  will  be  satisfactory  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Not  only  could  the  quantity  of  water  which  can  be  obtained  from 
North  Pond  be  increased  by  the  diversion  of  Coolidge  Brook  iuto 
it,  but  its  quality  would  also  be  improved  ;  and  a  still  further 
improvement  can  be  made  by  diking  out  the  swamps  and  diverting 
their  waters  away  from  the  pond  ;  and*  by  raising  the  pond  about 
two  feet,  if  it  can  be  done  without  flooding  any  swamp. 

In  view  of  the  above,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  most 
appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  town  of  Orange  is  North 
Pond,  in  connection  with  Coolidge  Brook  above  the  lowest  point 
where  its  waters  can  be  diverted  into  the  pond ;  the  brook  to  be 
utilized  and  the  pond  to  be  improved  as  above  indicated  in  the 
beginning,  if  it  is  found  practicable  to  do  so. 

If  the  town  of  Orange  does  not  proceed  at  once  with  the  con- 
struction of  works,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  waters  of 
North  Pond  and  Coolidge  Brook  examined,  from  time  to  time,  to 
ascertain  their  quality,  and  more  particularly  to  learn  if  the  water 
of  North  Pond  is  subject  to  bad  tastes  and  odors  with  which  such 
bodies  of  water  aie  fccmelinics  affected. 
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Waltiiam.  The  city  of  Waltham,  finding  that  its  supply 
of  water  was  becoming  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  its 
increasing  population,  applied  to  the  Board  (February  11)  for 
its  advice  relative  to  the  question  of  enlarging  and  deepen- 
ing its  filter  basin,  and  with  reference  to  taking  three 
million  gallons  from  the  source  now  used,  instead  of  one 
million  gallons,  which  the  city  was  then  authorized  to  take. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows : — 

Bosiox,  March  3,  1891. 

The  quantity  of  water  asked  for  1)}^  Waltham  does  not  exceed 
the  share  of  the  wator  of  Chnrles  Kiver  which  the  population  of 
Waltham  would  be  entitled  to,  if  receivin<i;  as  much  per  inhabitant 
as  has  been  granted  to  other  places  on  the  river ;  but  there  is  some 
question  whether  the  river  will  in  extremely  dry  seasons  furnish  so 
large  a  quantity  for  all.  The  qualit}'  of  the  water  in  the  river  is 
such  that  it  should  not  be  taken  directly  from  the  stream  ;  but  it 

« 

may  be  taken  after  liecoming  purified  as  at  present  by  slow  nitra- 
tion through  the  ground. 

The  characti'r  of  the  groun<l  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  filter 
biisiu  is  vory  favorable  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  well-filti'red 
water,  and  the  (|u:uitity  can  be  increased  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  deepening  the  ba&in,  or  by  such  other  modification  of  the 
exibting  works  as  may  be  found  advisable.  'lo  obtain  a  still 
larger  iuL-rease  it  miiy  be  found  necessary  to  adopt  some  means  of 
collecting  ground  wjiter  at  a  point  so  far  removed  from  the  present 
basin  tliat  the  s>up[)ly  will  be  derived  from  territory  which  docs  not 
contribute  to  tiie  present  works. 

It  is  probalile  that  some  of  the  water  which  now  reaches  the 
filter  basin  conu'S  from  the  territory  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  from  the  pumping  station.  A  part  of  this  territory  is  low 
and  wet,  an«l  dilli(!ult  to  drain,  being  too  low  to  enter  the  ^letro- 
politan  system  without  pumping,  and  the  Hoard  reeonnnends  that 
experiments  lie  made  to  determine  whether  water  is  now  drawn 
from  this  territory :  if  so,  it  should  be  purchased  and  controlled  by 
the  city.  Oilier  parts  of  the  territory  from  which  the  su[)ply  is 
drawn  sh^uhl  be  sewered  as  carefully  as  possible  to  prevent  pollu- 
tion of  till?  water  supply. 

To  protect  the  filtered  water  from  deterioration  caused  l)y  vege- 
table growths,  it  is  a«lvisable  to  cover  both  the  filter  basin  ami  dis- 
tributing reservoir  so  as  to  exclude  the  light.  If  this  is  not  done 
at  present,  all  new  works  shonhl  be  designe*]  with  ri't'i-rence  to 
covering  in  the  future,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary. 
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Falmouth.  The  trustees  of  Falmciith  Highlands  applied 
to  the  Board  (Fehniary  20)  for  its  advice  as  to  the  nppiopri- 
ateneh>s  of  Long  Pond  in  Falmouth  as  a  source  of  water  supply 
for  a  proposed  new  summer  resort  or  vill;i<re,  to  he  located 
in  Falmouth,  between  Loni;  Pond  and  IJuzzard's  Bay.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Marcb  2'),  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  3'our  application  with 
reference  to  a  water  supply  from  Long  Pond  in  Falmouth  for  a 
proposed  village,  to  be  located  upon  land  now  controlled  by  you 
between  the  northerly  portion  of  Long  Pond  and  Buzzard's  Ba}^ 
and  advises  that  the  water  of  the  pond  is  of  excellent  quality  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  is  an  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the 
territory  controlled  by  you. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  the  pond  will  furnish  is  very  much 
in  excess  of  the  amount  required  for  the  proposed  village  ;  and,  as 
it  is  probable  that  the  pond  may  also  prove  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate source  of  supply  for  the  town  of  Falmouth,  the  Board 
further  advises  that  3'ou  should  not  obtain  rights  in  the  pond  which 
would  prevent  the  town  from  obtaining  a  supply  from  the  same 
source  in  the  future. 

Methuen.  The  town  of  Methuen  applied  to  the  Board 
(March  20)  for  its  advice  relative  to.  a  proposed  water  sup- 
ply from  Harris' pond  or  from  driven  wells  in  that  town.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  April  7,  1891. 

Tbe  quality  of  the  water  of  Harris'  Pond  is  in  all  respects  suitable 
for  the  supply  of  tbe  town,  and  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  will 
furnisb  will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  supply  from  this  source  can  be  supplemented  by 
diverting  into  the  pond,  in  the  spring,  water  from  the  stream  which 
flows  from  North  Pond,  so  as  to  supply  the  town  for  a  very  long 
time. 

Another  method  of  supplying  the  town  would  be  to  take  water 
from  a  well  or  wells  near  the  Spicket  River  above  tl^  village. 
The  indications  presented  by  an  examination  of  the  surface  of  this 
territory  wer(#  sufliciently  favorable  to  make  it  advisable  for  the 
town  to  have  investigations  made  by  some  competent  engineer,  to 
determine  if  a  supply  of  ground  water  for  the  town  could  not  be 
obtained  from  this  source.  Water  obtained  in  this  State  from  the 
ground  at  a  considerable  distance  from  habitations  is  usually  of 
excellent  quality  ;  but  no  definite  advice  with  regard  to  the  quantity 
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and  quality  of  water  to  be  obtained  can  be  given  until  examina- 
tions of  the  ground  have  been  made  and  samples  of  the  water 
collected  and  analyzed.  No  other  sources  in  the  town  seem  to 
offer  as  favorable  opportunities  for  supplying  the  town  as  those 
already  mentioned. 

With  regard  to  the  needs  and  interests  of  other  communities, 
the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  town  of  Methueu  has  the  first 
right  to  any  of  the  sources  within  its  limits  ;  but  that,  as  some  of 
the  sources  within  the  town  limits  may  be  of  value  to  Lawrence  or 
Haverhill  in  connection  with  other  sources,  the  town  should  not 
acquire  permanent  rights  beyoud  its  present  and  prospective  needs. 

Lkxingtox.  The  Lt'xin*rl<»n  Water  Company  applied  to 
the  Board  for  its  advice  (March  17)  a^j  to  the  pn)priety  of 
improving  and  inerea^sing  its  water  supply  by  taking  the 
waters  of  Vine  Brook  in  that  town.  To  this  application  the 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston-,  April  7,  1891. 

The  Board  recognizes  the  imperative  need  of  an  increased  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  town,  and  that  this  cannot  be  obtained  from 
the  territory  which  the  water  company  is  authorized  to  take  and 
hold  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  2G7  of  the  Acts  of  1881. 

The  watershed  of  Vine  Brook  above  the  works  of  the  water 
company,  or  any  point  above  whore  it  is  liable  to  be  contaminatid 
by  drainage  from  the  village  of  Lexington,  is  too  suiall  to  furnish 
enough  water  for  the  permanent  suj^ply  of  the  whole  town  ;  but  a 
considerable  additional  amount  of  good  water  can  be  obtained  from 
this  area  by  diverting  into  the  existing  wells  the  water  of  such 
springs  and  other  ground-water  sources  as  can  be  made  available. 
A  further  increase  in  the  quantity  might  be  made  by  storing  the 
water  of  Vine  Brook  in  a  small  storage  reservoir,  which  it  is 
feasible  to  construct,  though  at  a  considerable  cost.  The  Board 
does  not  advise  this,  however,  as  the  quantity  of  water  which  can 
be  stored  in  a  reservoir  of  suflicient  depth  would  increase  but  little 
the  available  daily  supply  in  a  dry  year ;  and  the  water  of  the 
brook  is  so  liable  to  contamination  from  the  manuring  of  the  land 
drained  by  the  brook  that  water  from  such  a  reservoir  should  not 
be  taken  directly  for  domestic  use,  though  it  may  be  used  after 
filtering  a  sufficient  distance  through  the  ground. 

The  Board  would  further  advise  that,  as  the  problem  of  obtain- 
ing any  considerable  addition  to  the  present  supply  from  the  terri- 
tory referred  to  in  the  draft  of  the  bill  presented  is  a  dilficult  one, 
and  as  some  further  supply  will  be  needed  before  many  years,  the 


20  WATER  SUPPLY  AND   SEWERAGE.      [Jan. 

water  company  should  have  the  question  of  increasing  the  supply 
carefully  investigated  by  a  competent  engineer. 

Winchester.  The  water  board  of  Winchester,  having 
constructed  a  new  reservoir  for  the  storao:e  of  water  lor  the 
supply  of  that  town,  applied  to  the  Board  (May  1)  for  its 
advice  relative  to  the  propriety  of  separating  the  reservoir 
into  two  parts  by  a  dam,  having  a  pipe  through  which  the 
water  could  be  drawn  at  will,  from  the  upper  to  the  lower 
portion,  with  the  view  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  water 
to  be  furnished  for  domestic  use.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
application  as  follows:  — 

Boston,  May  '),  1891. 

The  proposed  dam  will  separate  your  reservoir  into  two  divisions 
which  are  very  dissimilar  in  character.  In  the  upper  division  the 
water  will  cover  an  extensive  swamp  to  a  depth  of  about  eleven 
feet,  and  during  the  summer  the  water  will  be  frequently  over- 
turned to  the  bottom  by  the  wind,  so  that  the  matters  dissolved 
from  the  bottom  will  be  mingled  with  the  water,  and  will  promote 
the  growth  of  the  microscopic  organisms  which  at  times  cause  the 
bad  tastes  and  odors  in  stored  water. 

In  the  lower  division  of  the  reservoir,  where  the  depth  is  much 
greater,  the  bottom  layers  of  water  in  summer  will  be  much  colder 
and  consequently  more  dense  than  the  surface  layers,  and  the 
wind  will  not  cause  the  water  to  turn  over  to  a  greater  depth  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  feet ;  consequently  matters  dissolved  from  the 
bottom  of  this  division  cannot  at  this  season  of  the  year  be  brought 
to  the  surface  to  promote  growth ;  but  organisms  which  grow  at 
the  surface  will  drop  to  the  bottom  when  they  die,  thereby  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  the  upper  layers,  from  which  water  should  be 
drawn  for  use. 

There  is  another  consideration  favorable  to  the  construction  of 
a  dam  ;  namely,  that  the  full  use  of  a  reservoir  like  this,  which 
has  a  very  small  watershed  and  consequently  fills  very  slowly, 
causes  large  Huctuations  in  its  level ;  and  it  is  very  much  better 
that  the  lowering  of  the  water  should  take  place  in  the  lower 
division  of  tiie  reservoir,  where  the  shores  are  abrupt,  than  in  the 
shallow  upper  division. 

In  beginning  to  use  the  reservoir,  the  draught  upon  it  for 
domestic  pur[)oses  will  not  be  enough  to  cause  the  large  fluctua- 
tions in  level  above  referred  to ;  l)ut  the  bottom  layers  of  water  in 
the  lower  division  will  probably  become  foul  in  summer,  and  it 
niay  be  advisable  to  draw  this  foul  water  from  the  bottom,  to 
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prevent  it  from  mingling  with  the  rest  of  the  water,  when  circula- 
tion is  established  by  the  cooling  of  the  surface  water  in  autumn. 
In  this  case,  as  before,  there  would  be  a  marked  advantage  in 
having  a  dam  to  retain  the  water  to  the  full  depth  in  the  upper 
division. 

In  view  of  the  above  considerations,  the  Board  is  of  opinion 
that  the  construction  of  a  dam  at  the  location  of  a  proposed  road- 
way across  the  reservoir  will  improve  the  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  to  the  town.  It  would  be  a  still  more  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  problem,  if,  in  addition  to  constructing  the  proposed  dam, 
some  means  were  provi<led  for  wasting  all  surplus  water  from  the 
upper  division  of  the  reservoir  at  a  point  below  the  main  dam. 

Stockbridge  The  Stockbridge  Water  Company  applied 
to  the  Board  (May  (>)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  the  valley  at  a 
point  below  their  present  supply,  to  which  the  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Boston,  June  3,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for 
advice  witii  regard  to  taking  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  a 
large  well,  to  be  sunk  in  the  valley  at  a  short  distance  below  your 
present  source  of  supply. 

In  the  absence  of  test-wells  to  indicate  the  character  of  the 
material,  and  to  permit  a  sample  of  water  to  be  taken  from  the 
ground,  it  is  not  practicable  to  give  you  definite  advice  with  regard 
to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  this 
source.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the  quality  of  water  will 
not  var}'  much  from  that  which  you  now  supply  to  the  town,  and 
that  the  well  will  furnish  a  substantial  addition  to  the  amount  of 
water  which  3*ou  can  supply  from  your  present  works. 

Judging  from  surface  indications,  a  well  located  near  some 
springs  at  the  northerly  edge  of  the  meadow  a  short  distance  fur- 
ther down  the  valley  would  be  more  likely  to  furnish  the  quantity 
of  water  you  require. 

Later  in  the  season  (October  12)  the  same  company 
applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  rclalivc  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  the  waters  of  Lake  Averic  as  an  additional  .su[)ply 
for  the  town,  to  which  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  Nov.  17,  1S91. 

Sami)les  of  water  collected  from  this  source  in  July  and  August, 
188y,  and   in   November,  1891,  have  been  analvzed,  and  copies  of 
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these  analyses  and  of  the  analyses  of  other  waters  in  the  vicinity 
accompany  this  reply. 

The  water  of  Lake  Averic  has  these  favorable  characteristics  : 
that  it  is  not  polluted  by  any  population  upon  its  watershed,  which 
is  the  most  important  consideration  as  regards  the  healthful ness  of 
water.  It  is  much  softer  than  other  waters  in  the  vicinity,  and 
it  has  very  little  color.  Two  of  the  samples  had  a  disagreeable 
odor  after  the  water  had  stood  for  some  time.  The  microscopical 
examination  of  the  samples  collected  in  the  summer  of  1889  also 
showed  the  presence  of  some  minute  vegetable  organisms,  which 
are  often  found  in  waters  which  give  trouble  from  bad  tastes  and 
odors.  It  therefore  seems  probable  that  this  water  may  in  certain 
years  give  some  trouble  in  this  respect,  but  it  will  probably  be  no 
more  than  that  given  by  many  of  the  ponded  waters  which  are  used 
as  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  State.  The  quantity  of  water 
to  be  obtained  from  this  source  is  without  doubt  ample  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  town. 

Webster.  An  application  was  received  from  the  town 
of  Webfi^ter  (May  26)  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to 
the  appropriateness  of  Lake  Chaubunagungamang  in  that 
town  as  a  source  of  water  supply ;  and  the  Board  replied 
that  **  no  information  had  been  received  which  would  lead 
the  Board  to  modify  its  recommendation  dated  Nov.  5, 
1890."     (See  twenty-second  annual  report,  page  13.) 

Attleborougii.  The  water  supply  committee  of  the 
Attleborough  Fire  District  No.  1  applied  to  the  Board  (July 
31)  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  new  source  of  water  supply, 
and  the  Board,  after  careful  consideration,  and  an  extended 
investigation  of  other  sources  subsequently  presented  by  the 
committee,  made  the  following  reply  :  — 

Boston,  Dec.  17,  1H91. 

In  your  application  of  July  31,  1891,  j^ou  ask  the  advice  of  the 
State  lk)ard  of  Health  as  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  water 
supply  for  your  fire  district,  and  present,  as  the  plan  which  you 
have  in  view,  that  known  as  the  Bungay  plan  in  the  report  of 
Percy  M.  Blake,  C.E.,  with  a  modification  in  the  method  of  storing 
the  water  after  being  pumped,  occasioned  by  the  fact  that  you 
have  already  constructed  a  new  stand-pipe  for  this  purpose. 

The  proposed  source  was  examined  soon  after  your  application 
was  made,  and  water  from  the  wells  driven  in  1886  was  analyzed 
with  unfavorable  results.     This  fact  being  communicated  to  your 
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committee,  you  have  made  further  ro<iuests  for  the  advice  of  tlie 
Board  with  reference  to  other  sources  in  the  lUmgay  valley,  and 
near  the  Seven  Mile  River;  and  for  the  oi)inion  of  the  Hoard 
as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  obtained  from  the  source  now  sup- 
plying the  district. 

Refore  considering  in  detail  tlie  different  points  upon  which  the 
advice  of  the  Board  has  been  asked,  a  brief  reference  will  be  made 
in  a  general  way  to  the  requirement's  of  Attleborough  with  rej;ard 
to  a  new  source  of  supply.  The  population  of  the  town  in  \H\H) 
was  7, 7)77,  and,  if  provision  is  made  for  double  this  population  at 
the  rate  at  which  water  would  probably  be  consumed  by  a  larjjjer 
town,  the  consumption  would  then  be  as  much  as  I'iO^iHH)  g:allons 
daily.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  any  new  source  which  will 
involve  any  considerable  expense  shouhl  be  able  to  furnish  nearly 
this  amount  of  water.  Under  the  conditions  which  exist  near 
Attleborough  it  is  not  probable  that  this  amount  of  water  can  l)e 
obtained  from  any  source  which  drains  a  territory  of  less  than  three 
square  miles.  The  only  streams  near  tht?  town  which  drain  an 
area  as  large  or  larger  than  this  are  tht?  Ten  Mile,  IWingay,  SfVi-n 
Mile  and  Wading  rivers.  A  supply  of  waU'r  might  bi*  obtained 
from  these  valleys  by  taking  it  <lirectly  from  the  streams,  if  the 
quality  of  the  water  would  permit,  or  if  they  Mow  through  porous 
land,  by  taking  the  water  from  wells  or  filter  galleries  sunk  near 
tbem. 

In  general  a  supply  taken  from  the  ground  is  much  to  bi*  pn*- 
f<?rred  to  one  taken  directlv  from  the  streams,  bfcranse  the  water 
is  clear,  colorless,  free  from  all  unpleasant  taste  anri  odor,  and 
from  all  suspended  and  nearly  all  dissolved  organic  matter.  If 
taken  from  an  unpolluted  territory,  it  may  also  be  nearly  as  Moft 
as  the  water  taken  directlv  from  the  stream.  I'nder  the  conditions 
which  exist  near  Attleborough,  it  will  b«:  advisable  to  take  a  supply 
from  the  ground. 

To  return  to  the  questions  pre-,<iited  by  your  committee,  tin* 
character  of  the  present  wjiter  ^ujiply  will  be  consid<-r«d  first. 

The  supply  is  takm  from  a  wi-il  mA  filter  galh-ry  with  tubulnr 
wells  in  the  bottom  <ff  each.  Ioe:ir.il  near  the  'Jen  JNIile  J(iv«T  not 
far  from  the  middle  of  the  to-.su.  .Snmj,l»:.  of  water  from  thi>» 
well  have  been  analvzed  from  t::i.«-  to  tim«r  siij'-e  .June,  1><^7.  *i  !je 
well  derives  its  sui-i-ly  fr-^ij;  \\\o  -^'j^iioi-^^  :  lii-*,  fiom  th*-  h«ii j •''.:. d- 
ing  terrilorj' including  li.-  c-Minl  joition  of  r.j-  town  i.r.'i  «■*.:. '.-r 
populated  areas  :  an-i.  *••«.'■:-:.  fr*-::.  ♦.!,♦•  ::v.;r.  l  :.r  wtt*.*  r  v.;.  r  j^ 
filters  from  the  •■;rro  ::.  i::.j  *.••!"  ::o:v  inv*  •:.■  v..  ..  ;.  :■/.  ;*,  -  ■  .- 
more  highly  jrf^l/U'  i  •:.';:,  ••.  *    ■  j  iy.::.  *.:.-    :.•.:.  -  ..:.         :_-^ 

to  the  di*taLC'r  wi/v.  .*.:..-•._.    •■.;      -_    •   ..  ■...■.■, 


24  WATER  SUPPLY  AND   SEWERAGE.      [Jan. 

reaching  the  well,  it  is  quite  well  purified ;  while  that  derived  from 
the  river,  although  less  polluted  in  the  beginning,  filters  so  short  a 
distance  to  the  well  that  it  is  not  as  thoroughly  purified.  The 
hardness  of  the  water  is  occasioned  by  its  pollution,  and  will 
continue  to  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  town  within  the  area 
from  which  the  well  derives  its  supply. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  collected  on  four  occasions  from 
the  flowing  tubular  well  in  the  bottom  of  the  large  well.  The 
analysis  of  the  water  from  the  tubular  well  has  always  given 
evidence  that  this  water  comes  from  a  more  polluted  source  than 
other  water  entering  the  large  well ;  but  it  also  shows  that  the 
water  is  better  purified  by  its  passage  through  the  ground. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  water  of  the  present  source  is 
not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  the  supply  of  the  town,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  seek  an  increased  supply  at  this  place. 
It  is  also  extremely  doubtful  if  any  large  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  water  can  be  obtained  in  the  vicinit}'  of  the  present  well. 

The  first  plan  presented  by  your  committee,  as  before  stated,  is 
the  Bungay  plan,  reported  upon  by  Percy  M.  Blake,  C.E.,  in 
November,  1886.  By  this  plan  it  was  proposed  to  construct  a 
well  at  the  edge  of  the  Bungay  swamp,  north  of  the  village  and  a 
short  distance  west  of  the  Providence  Division  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad.  This  place  is  possibly  open  to  some  objection  on  the 
ground  of  the  future  pollution  of  the  water  if  houses  should  be 
built  upon  the  streets  now  being  laid  out  in  this  vicinity  ;  but  the 
controlling  reas<m  for  objecting  to  this  plan  is  the  qualit}*  of  the 
w^ater  pumped  from  test-wells  which  had  been  in  the  ground  since 
1886,  and  also  from  one  driven  receutlv.  For  convenience  the 
wells  driven  in  1886  are  known  as  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  the  one 
driven  recently  at  this  place  as  No.  3. 

The  water  had  a  strong  odor  similar  to  that  of  suli)huretted 
hydrogen,  when  it  was  pumped  from  these  wells  ;  and,  although 
colorless  when  pumped,  it  acquired  considerable  color  after  stand- 
ing a  da}'  or  two,  owing  to  the  oxidation  of  iron  in  it.  The  pres- 
ence of  iron  was  also  noticeable  by  reason  of  the  taste  it  imparted 
to  the  water.  As  this  iron  came  from  the  adjacent  swamp,  and 
might  increase  rather  than  diminish  if  the  water  was  pumped  con- 
tinuously, it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  adoi)t  this  source. 

Examinations  were  subsequently  made  by  driving  other  wells  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  swamp.  Samples  from  two  of  these  were 
analyzed;  one  of  them,  known  as  Well  No.  4,  just  east  of  the 
railroad  and  a  short  distance  further  fron)  the  town  than  the  wells 
already  alluded  to,  furnished  water  with  the  same  characteristics 
as  the  first  three  wells.     Another  well.  No.  5,  much  further  from 
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the  town  and  on  the  "west  side  of  the  railroad  and  of   the  road 
leading  to  the   Bungay    reser\'oir,  furnished   water  which  was 
polluted  by  the  drainage  of  a  neighboring  farm-house.  The  material 
at  this  place  was  not  favorable  for  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity  ' 
of  water,  so  that  this  source  does  not  need  further  consideration. 

The  next  source  suggested  was  on  the  westerly  side  of  the 
Bungay  swamp,  and  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  village.  At  this 
place  Well  No.  6  was  driven  through  very  coarse  material,  from 
which  water  could  be  pumped  very  freely.  The  mud,  with  few 
exceptions,  was  extremely  shallow  in  the  swamp  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. Samples  of  water  from  this  well  were  analyzed  with 
entirely  satisfactory  results,  as  the  water  was  very  soft,  clear, 
colorless,  odorless,  and  contained  very  little  organic  matter ;  but 
the  question  at  once  arose  as  to  whether  the  quality  would  not 
deteriorate  when  by  constant  pumping  water  was  drawn  into  the 
well  from  the  gravel  beneath  the  swamp.  To  obtain  some  infor- 
mation upon  this  subject,  two  wells,  Nos.  7  and  8,  were  driven, 
further  out  iato  the  swamp.  Well  No.  7  is  directly  east  of  Well 
No.  6,  and  860  feet  from  it.  Well  No.  8  is  1,200  feet  from  Well 
No.  6,  and  nearly  south  of  it.  Analyses  of  water  from  both  these 
wells  showed  a  much  larger  amount  of  iron  than  was  found  in  Well 
No.  6,  and  in  other  respects  showed  the  same  characteristics  as 
water  from  wells  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  although  to  a  very  much  less 
extent.  As  the  presence  of  iron  in  this  water  in  a  soluble  form  is 
due  to  the  lack  of  oxygen  in  the  ground  water,  it  seems  possible 
that  in  pumping  from  this  source  enough  air  would  be  introduced 
into  the  ground  by  the  fluctuations  in  the  level  of  the  water  to 
oxidize  the  iron,  in  which  case  it  would  be  filtered  out  before 
reaching  the  well.  It  cannot  be  predicted,  however,  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  that  this  would  happen,  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  not  be  advisable  to  choose  this  source  without 
first  making  a  long-continued  pumping  test,  in  which  the  water 
should  be  pumped  cither  to  the  Bungay  River  or  over  the  divide 
into  Richardson's  Brook,  so  called. 

As  the  presence  of  iron  has  been  alluded  to  several  times  as  an 
objectionable  feature,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  objection  is 
not  upon  sanitary  grounds,  but  because  the  iron  would  stain  clothes 
washed  in  the  water,  and  other  substances  with  which  it  come  in 
contact.  A  water  containing  iron  in  the  form  in  which  it  comes 
from  these  wells  would  also  be  liable  to  promote  the  growth  of  an 
organism  known  as  Crenothrix  in  the  pipes. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  this 
location,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  more  water  could  be  obtained 
than  is  now  pumped  from  your  present  source.     There  is,  however. 
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much  doubt  as  to  whether  this  source  would  meet  the  future 
requirements  of  tbe  town.  This  question  has  not  been  thoroughly 
studied,  because  another  source  has  since  been  presented,  which 
promises'  to  supply  a  larger  quantity  of  water  of  satisfactory 
quality.  This  source  is  near  the  Seven  Mile  River,  and  will  be 
considered  next. 

In  the  valley  of  Seven  Mile  River  only  one  well  has  been  driven, 
and  this  is  known  as  Well  No.  9.  It  is  located  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Orr's  Pond  in  South  Attleborough,  and  about  200  feet 
east  of  Seven  Mile  River  just  before  it  enters  the  pond.  The 
quality  of  the  water  from  this  well  is  entirely  satisfactory,  the 
analysis  differing  but  little  from  that  of  water  from  Well  No.  6. 
There  is  this  difference,  however,  between  the  two  locations ;  that 
the  water  pumped  from  the  ground  near  Well  No.  6  is  liable  to 
deteriorate  with  [uimping,  while  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  any 
such  change  in  the  character  of  water  pumped  from  the  vicinity  of 
Well  No.  9. 

Witii  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obttfined  from  this 
source,  it  is  hardly  feasible  to  make  any  definite  statement,  until 
more  extended  examinations  of  the  ground  have  been  made.     The 
conditions,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  an  examination  of  the 
surface,  are  very  favorable,  as  there  is  an  abundance  of  porous 
gravel  in  the  vicinity,  the  Seven  Mile  River  flows  through  this 
gravelly  Jand  with  considerable  fall,   and   there  is  a  very  large 
mill  pond  to  assist  in  saturating  the  ground.     The  present  test- 
well  shows  the  material  to  be  coarse  to  a  depth  of  twenty-five  feet. 
If  further  examinations  should  show    that  this   coarse    material 
extended  to  a  depth  of  fift}'  feet  over  a  considerable  area,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  the  whole  amount  of  water  required  for  Attle- 
borough can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  this  vicinity.     If, 
however,  the  supply  from  the  ground  should  be  insufficient,  there 
are  favorable  opportunities  for  saturating  the  ground  by  diverting 
the  water  of  Seven    Mile    River  upon   it ;  and   the  water  of  this 
river  receives  so  little  polluting  matter,  and  is  so  little  affected  by 
swamps,   that   it   might   be   used   directly   in  case   of  necessity, 
although  it  would  be  much  less  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes 
than  water  taken  from  the  ground. 

The  Hoard  advises  that  a  further  examination  be  made  of  the 
ground  near  the  Seven  Mile  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Well  No.  9  ; 
and,  if  it  should  be  found  that  the  coarse  and  porous  material  at 
this  place  extends  over  a  large  area  and  to  a  considerable  depth, 
this  source  will  be  the  best  of  any  investigated,  and  probably  the 
best  source  available  for  the  water  supply  of  Attleborough. 
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Kingston.  The  town  of  Kingston  applied  to  the  Board 
(September  15)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
extending  its  filtering  gallery  on  the  bank  of  Jones  River, 
in  order  to  increase  the  quantity  of  its  water  supply.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your  appli- 
cation relating  to  an  increase  in  your  water  supply  by  the  exten- 
sion and  deepening  of  your  filter  gallery,  and  herewith  presents  its 
reply. 

The  proposed  gallery  may  obtain  its  supply  both  from  the 
ground  water  which  oozes  out  in  numerous  springs  from  the  foot 
of  the  hill  and  from  water  which  may  filter  from  the  mill  pond  into 
the  gallery  whenever  the  water  in  the  gallery  is  drawn  down.  The 
quality  of  the  water  coming  from  the  land  side  does  not  differ 
much  from  that  now  supplied  to  the  town  from  your  present  well, 
and  in  its  present  condition  may  be  called  an  excellent  water.  The 
quality  of  the  water  which  may  filter  into  the  gallery  from  the 
pond  is  uncertain.  If  it  were  feasible  to  place  the  gallery  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  pond,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  water 
filtered  from  the  pond  would  be  about  as  good  as  the  spring  water ; 
but,  as  the  gallery  is  necessarily  placed  quite  near  the  pond,  the 
^result  is,  as  above  stated,  uncertain.  In  view  of  this  uncertainty 
as  to  the  quality  of  the  filtered  water,  it  will  be  advisable  to  build 
a  movable  dam  in  a  man-hole  not  very  far  from  the  well,  and  to 
keep  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  filter  gallery  as  high  as  in  the 
pond,  at  all  times  when  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  can  be 
obtained  in  this  way.  When  more  water  is  required,  the  dam  can 
be  lowered  a  little  from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  requirements.  If, 
when  the  water  in  the  filter  gallery  is  drawn  down  for  a  consid- 
erable time,  it  becomes  unsatisfactory  in  quality,  a  new  source  will 
have  to  be  sought,  as  the  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  land  side 
in  this  vicinity  is  limited. 

FiTCiiBUUG.  The  city  of  Fitchburg  applied  to  the  Board 
(September  30)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the  proi)riety  of 
taking  the  water  of  Meeting-house  Pond  in  the  adjoining 
town  of  Westminster,  or  some  other  available  source,  as  an 
additional  source  of  water  supply.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows:  — 

Boston,  Nov.  4,  1891. 

The  low  condition  of  your  reservoirs  at  the  present  time,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  this  year  has  not  been  as  dry  as 
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some  previous  years,  shows  that  you  have  practically  reached  the 
limit  of  capacity  of  your  present  sources  of  water  supply,  unless 
additional  reservoirs  are  built  on  Fahilah  Brook. 

As  indicating  the  relation  between  the  rainfall  this  year  and  in 
1883,  the  following  figures  are  given  :  — 

Rainfall  at  Fiichburg, 

1883.  189L. 

January  U)  September  inclusive,  .  .  19.64  inches  84.62  inches 
June       to  September  inclusive,    .        .  8.57  inches      11.78  inches 

June       to  Oftobor       inclusive,    .        .        13.02  inches      15.51  inches 

The  construction  of  additional  reservoirs  upon  Falulah  Brook  is 
not  advisable  if  it  would  involve  much  expense,  because  a  large 
increase  in  the  water  suppl}'  of  your  city  cannot  be  obtained  with- 
out additional  drainage  area  as  well  as  additional  storage  capacity  ; 
and  a  large  artificial  storage  reserv'oir  will  not  furnish  as  good 
water  as  a  natural  pond,  unless  all  soil  and  vegetable  matter  arc 
removed  from  its  bottom  and  sides  at  a  large  expense. 

In  examining  the  vicinity  of  Fitchburg  for  aif  additional  water 
supply,  with  the  aid  of  the  new  topographical  map  of  the  State, 
which  gives  the  elevations  of  the  surface,  it  is  found  that  there  is 
no  territory  at  a  sufiOlcient  elevation  to  feed  the  present  high- 
service  system  by  gravity,  which  oflFers  as  favorable  opportunities 
for  obtaining  an  additional  supply  of  water  as  that  comprising' 
about  seven  and  a  half  square  miles,  above  the  dam  at  Wachusett 
village,  at  the  point  locally  known  as  "  The  Narrows."  Meeting- 
house and  Wachusett  ponds  are  within  this  area. 

The  dam  above  the  narrows  flows  a  large  area  of  meadow,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  water  at  the  dam  is  inferior  to  that  in  Meet- 
ing-house and  Wachusett  ponds,  so  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  take 
water  from  this  place  at  the  present  time. 

Meeting-house  Pond  is  favorably  situated  both  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  its  shores  and  watershed  for  furnishing  an  excellent  quality 
of  water.  There  is  now  a  larger  population  on  the  watershed 
than  is  desirable ;  but  a  chemical  and  microscopical  examination 
of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  pond  sliows  that  the  water 
is  still  of  excellent  quality. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  this 
pond,  any  estimate  not  based  upon  actual  suiTcys  is  necessarily 
only  a  rough  approximation,  which  will  be  subject  to  revision 
when  the  results  of  surveys  are  furnished.  The  best  basis  for 
estimating  at  present  is  the  State  map  and  an  inspection  of  the 
locality ;  and  upon  this  basis  it  is  estimated  that  the  pond  will 
fuTDish  by  itself  1,200,000  gallons  daily  throughout  the  driest 
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year.  When  taken  in  connection  with  the  present  sources,  drawing 
water  from  the  pond  only  when  the  present  sources  will  not  furnish 
the  required  quantity,  the  yield  of  the  combined  sources  in  a  mini- 
mum year  will  be  about  3,400,000  gallons  daily. 

This  amount  will  meet  the  wants  of  your  city  for  quite  a  number 
of  years,  and  may  be  as  large  an  additional  supply  as  it  is  advisable 
to  introduce  at  present.  Should  you  hold  this  view,  the  Board 
would  advise  that  Meeting-house  Pond  is  an  appropriate  source  of 
water  supply  for  your  city.  It  would  suggest,  however,  that,  in 
view  of  the  rapid  growth  of  your  city  in  recent  years  and  the  un- 
satisfactory quality  of -the  water  in  your  present  reservoirs  at  times, 
it  may  be  advisable  at  present  or  before  many  years  to  obtain 
a  still  larger  supply  of  water  from  this  region  by  drawing  from 
Wachusett  Pond  also. 

The  Board  would  make  the  further  suggestion  that  you  consider 
the  feasibility  of  laying  your  pipe  from  Meeting-house  Pond  by 
the  way  of  its  natural  outlet,  so  that  the  additional  supply  above 
mentioned  can  be  taken  to  the  city  through  tliis  pipe. 

When  j'ou  have  determined  by  surveys  the  area  of  the  water- 
sheds, the  area  and  available  storage  capacity  of  the  ponds,  and 
their  elevations  with  reference  to  your  present  system  of  works, 
the  Board  requests  that  you  submit  this  data  to  it,  so  that  the 
advice  herein  given  may  be  modified  to  suit  the  more  accurate 
data  furnished  by  you,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestions  made  in  the  foregoing 
reply,  the  water  commissioners  of  Fitchhurg  submitted  the 
required  data  (December  28^  relative  to  the  watersheds  of 
Meeting-house  and  Wachusett  ponds,  their  heights  and 
available  storage  capacity,  and  the  Board  then  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Boston,  Jan.  6,  1892. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  received  from  you  the  plans  of 
Meeting-house  and  Wachusett  ponds,  with  their  respective  water- 
sheds as  determined  by  actual  surveys  and  data  with  regard  to  the 
available  storage  capacities  and  elevations  of  these  ponds. 

After  a  re-examination  of  the  subject  with  the  aid  of  these 
plans,  the  lioard  does  not  find  it  necessary  to  modif}^  the  advice 
already  given  in  its  reply  to  you,  dated  Nov.  4,  1891. 

Makblehead  Water  Company.  The  Marblehead  Water 
Company  applied  to  the  Board  (October  3)  for  its  advice 
relative  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  from  driven 
wells  in  the  town  of  Swampscott.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 
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Boston,  Dec.  2,  1891.* 
The  State  Board  of  Health  has  cousidered  your  application,  dated 
Oct.  3,  1891,  with  reference  to  an  additional  supply  of  water 
to  be  obtained  from  the  ground  by  means  of  driven  wells  in  or  near 
Paradise  Road  in  Swampscott,  north-east  of  your  present  pumping 
station. 

The  samples  collected  by  you  from  the  flawing  test-well  and 
also  from  the  five  test-wells  by  pumping  have  been  analyzed.  The 
water  is  of  very  good  quality.  It  is  not  quite  as  soft  as  most  of 
the  water  supplies  of  the  State,  but  is  very  much  softer  than  the 
water  obtained  from  your  present  wells.  It  is  hardly  feasible  to 
tell  how  much  of  an  additional  supply  the  proposed  source  will 
furnish,  because  it  is  not  definitely  known  how  much  water  finds 
its  way  from  this  valley  into  your  present  wells.  In  view,  however, 
of  the  good  quality  of  the  water,  and  the  probability  that  you  may 
get  a  considerable  additional  supply  at  a  moderate  cost,  the  Board 
thinks  it  reasonable  that  you  should  adopt  the  proposed  source. 


Wellesley.  The  Wellesley  Water  Board  applied  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health  (Ociobe?  6)  for  its  advice  relative  to 
increasing  the  water  supply  of  the  town.  The  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Boston,  Dec.  17,  1891. 

In  the  absence  of  investigations  by  means  of  test-wells  to  deter- 
mine the  character  of  the  ground  beneath  the  surface,  the  advice 
given  at  the  present  time  must  necessarily  indicate  the  course  of 
future  investigations,  rather  than  any  final  opinion  as  to  the  best 
method  of  increasing  the  supply. 

Your  supply  is  now  taken  from  the  ground,  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  any  further  supply  should  be  obtained  from  the  same 
source ;  both  because  the  water  of  the  streams  in  the  vicinity  is 
naturally  inferior  in  quality  to  the  ground  water,  and  because  these 
streams  are  liable  to  pollution,  so  that  their  waters  should  not  be 
used  without  being  purified  by  filtration  through  the  ground.  It 
is  improbable  that  you  can  obtain  as  large  a  quantity  of  water  as  you 
will  require  in  the  future,  particularly  in  the  summer  season,  from 
the  rain  which  falls  upon  the  area  from  which  water  will  percolate 
through  the  ground  directly  to  your  present  wells  or  to  any  well 
which  you  may  build ;  and  a  part  of  this  supply  must  therefore 
come  by  filtration  from  the  neighboring  streams.  This  requires 
that  the  new  source  should  be  located  either  near  Charles  River  or 
Rosemary  Brook.  To  obtain  any  large  supply,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  well  or  filter  gallery  should  be  sunk  in  porous  material ;  and, 
Jndging  both  from  the  impervious  nature  of  the  material  in  which 
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your  present  filter  gallery  has  been  constructed,  and  from  the 
surface  indications  along  Charles  River,  the  prospects  of  easily 
obtaining  a  supply  in  this  direction  do  not  appear  favorable.  Not- 
withstanding this  fact,  the  Board  advises  driving  one  or  more 
tubular  test- wells  in  the  bottom  of  your  present  filter  gallery,  as  it 
is  possible  that  a  stratum  of  porous  material  might  be  encountered 
which  would  furnish  a  considerable  additional  supply  at  a  very 
small  cost. 

If  a  test  of  this  kind  should  show  that  it  is  improbable  that  you 
can  obtain  an  additional  supply  in  this  way,  a  favorable  location 
for  a  well  may  be  found  in  the  valley  of  Rosemar}'  Brook  just 
north  of  the  Worcester  turnpike  and  nearly  opposite  Longfellow's 
Pond.  If  the  ground  in  this  vicinity  proves  to  be  coarse,  porous 
gravel,  to  a  depth  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  a  large  supply  of  water 
cogld  be  obtained,  derived  in  part  from  Longfellow's  Pond  and 
the  brook  and  meadow  below  by  filtration  through  the  ground,  and 
in  part  from  the  territory  which  would  naturally  drain  toward  the 
well  from  other  directions.  The  water  stored  in  the  interstices  of 
the  gravel  around  the  well,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  down 
stream  from  it,  would  drain  toward  this  well  if  the  draft  upon  it  in 
summer  was  large,  and  would  assist  in  maintaining  the  supply  at 
this  time  of  year  when  the  draft  is  greatest  and  the  natural  yield 
is  least.  If  at  any  time  the  ground  should  become  so  dry  from 
continuous  pumping  that  the  well  would  not  furnish  the  required 
quantity  of  water,  it  might  be  saturated  by  running  the  water  of 
Longfellow's  Pond  upon  the  gravelly  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
new  well,  and  filtering  it  intermittently  into  the  ground. 

Under  some  circumstances  it  might  be  advisable  to  obtain  an 
additional  supply  by  means  of  a  series  of  tubular  wells  extending 
up  the  valley  of  Rosemary  Brook  from  near  AVilliams  Spring  to 
the  Worcester  turnpike,  or  such  portion  of  the  way  as  might  be 
found  necessary.  The  choice  between  these  two  methods  of 
obtaining  a  supply  would  depend  largely  upon  the  character  of  the 
ground  as  it  may  be  found  by  driving  test-wells. 

WiLLiMANSETT  (a  village  in  the  north  part  of  Chicopee). 
An  application  was  received  (November  0)  from  C.  L. 
Goodhue  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a  proi)08ed 
water  supply  for  Willimansett,  to  be  taken  from  a  brook 
about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  from  the  village  and  near 
the  Chicopee  Falls  road.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  ;  — 

Boston,  Jan.  6,  1892. 

It  is  stated  in  your  application  that  it  is  proposed  by  James 
Emerson  and  others  to  petition  the  Legislature   for  the  right  to 
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form  a  conipaDy  to  supply  the  village  above  mentioned  with  water, 
and  the  proposed  source  of  supply  is  said  to  be  a  brook,  fed  prin- 
cipally by  springs,  situated  about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  from 
the  village  by  the  Chicopee  Falls  Road. 

The  Hoard  has  caused  this  brook  to  be  examined  and  its  water 
analyzed.  It  finds  that  the  water  of  the  brook  is  at  present  of 
excellent  quality,  and  free  from  all  pollution  by  sewage.  The  quality 
is  not  liable  to  deteriorate,  except  by  the  storage  of  the  water ; 
and,  if  it  is  necessary  to  build  a  storage  reservoir,  its  area  should 
be  made  as  small  as  practicable,  and  the  reservoir  should  be  pre- 
pared for  receiving  the  water  by  removing  all  vegetable  matter 
from  its  bottom  and  sides. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will  furuish  in  a  very 
dry  year  is  difficult  to  determine.  It  is  undoubtedly  small,  but,  as 
the  village  is  also  small,  this  source  may  meet  all  the  requirements 
for  as  long  a  time  as  it  is  desirable  to  provide  for,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Board,  in  its  consideration  of  this  subject,  has  not 
attempted  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  supplying 
this  portion  of  the  city  of  Chicopee  independently  from  other 
portions  of  the  city ;  but,  assuming  that  this  is  proper,  the  Board 
is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  an  appropriate  source  of  supply  for 
the  village  of  Willimansett. 

Taunton.  The  water  commissioners  of  Taunton  applied 
to  the  Board  (November  20)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the 
question  of  adopting  a  new  source  of  water  supply,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling?  them  to  dispense  with  the  diiect  use, of 
the  water  of  the  Taunton  River. 

Boston,  Dec.  17,  1S91. 

The  principal  points  of  the  plan  outlined  by  you  are  as  follows : 
the  direct  use  of  the  Taunton  River  water  is  to  be  abandoned,  but 
the  filter  basin  and  the  pumping  station  located  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  are  to  be  retained.  To  replace  the  water  which  is  now  drawn 
directly  from  the  Taunton  River  into  the  filter  basin,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  a  larger  supply  in  the  future,  a  gravity  pipe  line  is  to  be 
laid  from  Elder's  Pond  to  the  pumping  station  ;  but,  as  this  pond 
will  not  furuish  the  required  additional  supply,  a  supplementary 
pumping  station  is  to  be  located  on  the  shore  of  Assawompsett 
Pond,  and  water  is  to  be  pumped  into  Elder*s  Pond  to  supply  any 
deficiency. 

After  describing  this  plan  in  some  detail,  you  ask  the  following 
direct  questions :  — 
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1.*  Does  the  State  Board  of  Health  recommend  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Taunton  River  as  a  water  supply  ? 

2.  Does  the  Board  approve  the  general  plan  herein  contained? 

3.  Does  the  Board  consider  that  the  utilization  of  Elder's  Pond, 
notwithstanding  its  small  size,  is  to  be  commended,  in  the  way 
proposed,  for  the  sake  of  potable  and  sanitary  qualities? 

4.  Under  all  the  circumstances^  would  the  Board  recommend 
some  other  source  of  supply  for  Taunton  which  does  not  involve 
Elder's  Pond  ? 

In  answer  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  the  State  Board  of 
Health  does  recommend  the  abandonment  of  the  Taunton  River  as 
a  direct  source  of  supply,  on  account  of  the  great  danger  to  health 
in  using  the  water  of  this  stream,  which  receives  so  much  sewage 
from  the  city  of  Brockton  and  several  large  towns  and  villages 
situated  upon  the  river  or  its  branches.  The  filter  basin  may  be 
retained,  at  least  for  the  present,  as  a  source  of  supply,  provided 
the  entrance  of  river  water  to  it  through  pipes,  or  in  any  other 
way  except  by  natural  filtration  through  the  ground,  is  prevented. 
The  portion  of  the  water  which  filters  through  the  ground  will 
probably  be  so  well  purified  by  such  filtration  that  it  will  be  of 
satisfactory  quality.  If  the  water  from  a  new  source  should  be 
found  more  satisfactory  than  that  in  the  filter  basin,  the  latter 
need  not  be  used,  but  the  presence  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 
water  in  reserve  near  the  pumping  station  may  be  of  great  value  in 
emergencies. 

With  regard  to  the  general  plan  suggested,  the  Board  is  of 
opinion  that  it  is  a  suitable  plan  for  obtaining  an  additional  supply 
of  water.  The  watershed  of  Elder's  Pond,  as  determined  by  your 
surs'eys,  is  340  acres,  including  the  pond,  which  has  an  area  of 
14')  acres.  As  the  rainfall  upon  and  the  evaporation  from  the 
surface  of  the  pond  are  nearly  equal,  this  area  cannot  be  reckoned 
upon  to  furnish  much  water.  Of  the  rain  which  falls  upon  the  195 
acres  of  land  which  remain  after  deducting  the  area  of  the  pond, 
not  more  than  an  average  of  250,000  gallons  daily  will  ever  reach 
the  pond  and  be  available  for  use.  The  yield  from  this  source 
would  probably  be  even  less  than  this  amount,  because  the  pond 
is  at  a  higher  level  than  other  ponds  and  streams  in  the  vicinity, 
and  it  is  situated  in  a  gravelly  territory,  through  which  considerable 
water  may  be  lost  by  percolation.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  in 
view  of  the  small  quantity  of  water  which  this  pond  will  furnish, 
that  it  will  not  by  itself  furnish  a  sufficient  additional  supply  for 
your  city ;  and  it  is  therefore  necessary,  if  this  source  is  to  be 
retained,  to  pump  water  into  it  to  maintain  the  supply,  or  some 
other  source  may  be  selected  which  will  furnish  the  whole  quantity 
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of  water  required.  An  ample  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained 
from  Assawonipsett  Pond,  and  this  might  be  conveyed  to  the 
existing  pumping  station,  by  gravity,  by  direct  pumping,  or  by 
pumping  through  Elder's  Pond.  It  seems  probable  that  the  cost 
of  a  gravity  line  would  be  greater  than  the  cost  of  pumping, 
because  of  the  very  long  distance  that  a  pipe  would  have  to  be 
laid  at  a  great  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  ground ;  and,  if 
pumping  is  necessary,  it  is  much  cheaper  to  pump  into  Elder's 
Pond  than  to  pump  directly,  because  in  the  former  case  the  pump- 
ing can  be  done  at  the  most  convenient  times  and  rates,  while  in 
the  latter  it  would  be  necessary  to  pump  the  water  about  the  same 
rate  that  it  is  used  in  Taunton.  There  is  a  f uithcr  advantage  in 
pumping  into  Polder's  Pond,  —  that  the  quality  of  its  water  is  better 
than  that  of  the  other  ponds  at  Lakevillc,  and  other  waters  pumped 
through  it  will  be  improved,  both  by  mixing  with  the  better  water 
of  this  pond  and  by  the  storage  of  these  waters  in  it. 

The  water  of  Assawompsctt  pond  was  analyzed  by  the  Board 
four  times  in  1887  and  1888;  and  the  water  of  the  Nemask^t 
River,  above  Middleborough,  and  only  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  pond,  was  analyzed  monthly  for  two  years,  ending  in  May, 
1880.  These  analyses  may  be  found  on  pages  172  and  226  of  the 
special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  ^Examination  of  Water  Supplies, 
1890.  A  sample  collected  in  December,  1891,  has  also  been  ana- 
lyzed. The  pollution  caused  by  the  small  population  upon  the 
watershed  is  so  slight  that  it  cannot  be  detected  by  chemical 
analysis.  The  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  very  variable  in 
color,  being  at  times  nearly  colorless  and  at  other  times  having  a 
rather  high  color,  and  a  corresponding  amount  of  organic  matter, 
derived  mostly  from  the  swamps  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
watershed.  The  water,  if  pumped  directly  from  Assawompsctt 
Pond,  would  be  fairly  satisfactory  for  the  supply  of  your  city  ;  but 
it  is  capable  of  improvement,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  might  be 
improved  by  intermittent  filtration  through  a  suflicient  area  of 
gravelly  land  near  the  shore  of  Elder's  Pond.  This  filtration  is 
not  an  essential  feature  of  the  plan  ;  but  the  Board  would  strongly 
advise  that  you  make  provision  for  it  upon  a  limited  scale,  in  the 
beginning,  and,  if  found  satisfactory,  that  you  then  arrange  to 
filter  all  the  water  pumped  into  Elder's  Pond.  The  additional 
annual  cost  of  this  filtration,  if  it  should  prove  efficient,  would  be 
very  small. 

All  necessary  precautions  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  direct 
eirtrance  of  sewage  into  Assawompsctt  Pond,  if  it  is  taken  as  a 
source  of  water  supply. 

The  third  question  submitted  has  already  been  answered  in 
replying  to  the  second  one 
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The  fourth  question,  asking  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  Board  would  recommend  some  other  source  of  supply  for 
Taunton  which  does  not  involve  Elder's  Pond,  cannot  be  definitely 
answered  at  present,  because  it  would  require  an  exhaustive  study 
of  the  different  sources  which  might  be  used  for  the  water  supply 
of  Taunton,  and  it  has  not  been  feasible  to  make  a  study  of  this 
kind  in  the  limited  time  in  which  you  desire  a  reply.  From  a 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  your  city,  and  from  a  general 
examination,  partly  by  means  of  maps,  of  the  possible  sources  of 
water  supply  in  the  vicinity  of  Taunton,  the  Board  is  not  able  to 
suggest  any  better  source  of  supply  than  that  which  you  have 
proposed. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  Assawompsett  Poud  will  furnish  is 
very  greatly  in  excess  of  any  present  or  probable  future  require- 
ments of  the  city  of  Taunton ;  and  the  Board  is  therefore  of  opinion 
that,  should  you  obtain  rights  to  take  water  from  this  source,  they 
should  not  be  such  as  to  prevent  other  cities  and  towns  from  taking 
their  proper  share  of  the  water  in  the  future. 

MiLLBURY.  An  act  was  passed  in  1888  (chapter  404  of 
that  year),  authorizing  the  town  of  Millbury  to  introduce  a 
water  supply  within  three  years  from  the  passage  ofthe  act. 
This  tinoie  having  expired,  a  water  company  was  formed  which 
applied  to  the  Board  (Dec.  15, 1891)  asking  its  advice  as  to 
the  propriety  of  taking  the  same  source  as  was  advised  by 
the  Board  for  the  town  of  Millbury  in  1888.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Jan.  6,  1892. 

The  State  Boaixi  of  Health  has  received  your  application,  dated 
Dec.  lo,  1891,  statin'g  that  a  water  company  has  been  formed 
which  proposes  to  adopt  the  same  source  as  was  advised  for  the 
towu  by  this  Board  in  1888,  and,  uiK)n  reconsidering  the  matter, 
finds  no  reason  to  modify  the  reply  as  originally  made,  which  is  as 
follows  :  — 

"After  careful  examination  of  the  different  sources  of  water  sup- 
ply for  the  town  of  Millbury,  excepting  that  of  the  Worcester 
water  works,  which  has  been  mentioned  but  is  understood  to  be 
unavailable,  the  State  Board  of  Health  finds  that  the  site  selected 
for  a  ground  water  supply  has  advantages  which  make  it  the  most 
appropriate  source  for  the  town. 

"Analyses  of  water  from  the  flowing  well  showed  it  to  be  very 
soft  and  of  excellent  quality. 

\'  The  quantity  that  can  be  obtained  from  the  immediate  locality 
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of  the  present  well  cannot  be  determined  until  proved  by  months 
of  pumping,  and  other  wells  may  be  needed  to  intercept  all  of  the 
water  that  may  be  required  ;  but  the  surroundings  indicate  that  a 
sufficient  quantity,  for  a  long  time  in  the  future,  may  be  brought 
to  a  pumping  station  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  well. 

''  The  Board  advises  that  water  taken  from  the  ground  should, 
when  stored,  be  in  a  reservoir  from  which  light  is  excluded." 

Westminster.  A  committee  of  the  town  of  Westminster 
applied  to  the  Board  (December  26)  for  its  advice  as  to  the 
propriety  of  taking  Meeting-house  Pond  as  a  source  of  sup- 
ply for  the  town.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Jan.  6,  1802. 

The  Board  has  caused  examinations  of  this  pond  and  an  analy- 
sis of  its  water  to  be  made.  Tlie  pond  is  favorably  situated,  both 
as  to  the  character  of  its  shores  and  the  natural  character  of  its 
watershed,  for  furnishing  an  excellent  quality  of  water.  The  pop- 
ulation on  the  watershed  is  larger  than  is  desirable,  but  a  chemical 
and  microscopical  examination  of  the  water  shows  that  it  is  still 
of  excellent  quality. 

The  Board  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  source  is  an  appro- 
priate one  for  supplying  the  town  of  Westminster.  The  quantity 
of  water  which  this  pond  will  furnish  is  very  much  in  excess  of  the 
requirements  of  your  town,  and  the  pond  is  so  located  that  it  is 
also  an  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  city  of  Fitchburg ;  so 
that,  while  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  town  of  Westminster 
should  have  the  right  to  take  as  much  water  as  it  needs  from  this 
source,  it  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  rights  obtained  by  you  should 
not  be  such  as  to  prevent  the  city  of  Fitchburg  from  obtaining  the 
right  to  use  so  much  of  the  water  as  is  not  required  by  your  town. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  action  of  the  Board 
relative  to  systems  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  in 
reply  to  such  applications  as  have  been  received  during  the 
year : — 

Beverly.  An  application  was  received  (Oct.  2,  1890) 
from  the  selectmen  of  Beverly,  requesting  the  advice  of  the 
Board  relative  to  a  system  of  sewage  disposal  having  out- 
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lets  into  the  sea  at  several  points  along  the  shore.  A  public 
hearing  was  grrtntcd  to  all  parties  interested,  on  December 
2,  and  was  continued  on  Jan.  6,  1^91.  At  the  former  hear- 
ing, and  during  the  interval,  considerable  opposition  being 
made  to  the  outlets  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  that  por- 
tion of  the  plan  having  two  outlets  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  was  withdrawn  by  the  selectmen,  and  the  Board  was 
requested  to  approve  the  remaining  outlets.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows  :  — 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  the  application  of  the 
selectmen  of  Beverly,  as  modified  at  the  second  hearing  given  at 
the  State  House  on  Jan.  6,  1891. 

The  request  for  advice,  as  it  then  stood,  was  solely  in  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  portions  of  the  town  at  three  points, 
the  largest  quantity  to  be  discharged  at  or  near  Tuck's  point,  and 
small  quantities  to  be  discharged  below  low  water  at  outfalls 
marked  2. and  3  upon  the  plan  presented. 

The  Board  regards  the  outlets  marked  2  and  3  on  the  plan,  if 
extended  so  as  to  be  covered  at  the  lowest  water,  as  suitable  for 
the  sections  of  the  town  to  be  drained  by  them. 

The  outlet  No.  1  should,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  be 
changed  by  carrying  it  beyond  low-water  mark  so  that  it  will  be 
always  covered,  opposite  the  point  where  the  main  sewer  fii*st 
reaches  the  shore  near  the  Queen  Hotel. 

PiTTSFiELD.  The  city  of  Pittsfield,  acting  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  presented  a  plan 
of  sewers  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  1890,  providing 
for  collecting  the  sewage  at  a  point  near  the  confluence  of 
the  east  and  west  branches  of  the  Housatonic  River,  but 
without  indicating  definitely  the  method  of  disposal.  The 
Board  finally  approved  the  main  features  of  the  plan.  May 
12,  1890.  Subsequently  the  city  was  authorized,  by  chapter 
357  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  to  build  a  system  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  city  again 
applied  to  the  Board  (March  20,  1891),  presenting  a  plan 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  stating  their  inten- 
tion •'  to  build  portions  of  said  general  plan,  with  a  tempo- 
rary outlet  into  the  Housatonic  River,  at  such  a  point, 
between  the  junction  of  the  trunk  sewers  on  the  west  bank 
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of  the  east  branch  of  the  Housatonic  River,  as  shown  in  said 
plan,  and  the  junction  of  the  east  and  west  "branches  of  the 
river,  as  may  seem  desirable.  The  city  of  Pittsfield  hereby 
asks  advice  as  to  the  place  where  a  temporary  outlet  may  be 
made  into  the  river."  After  some  modifications  the  plan  was 
finally  presented  to  the  Board  for  its  approval  May  11,  1891, 
and  the  Board  replied  hs  follows  :  — 

Boston,  May  12,  1891. 

The  general  plan  for  a  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  the  city  of  Pittsfield,  as  modified,  and  finally  presented  by  your 
commission  on  May  11,  1891,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  357 
of  the  Acts  of  1890,  is  hereby  approved  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

This  plan  provides  for  the  permanent  disposition  of  the  sewage 
by  intermittent  filtration  through  the  areas  of  upland  indicated, 
and  allows  the  temporary  discharge  of  the  sewage  into  the  river  at 
a  given  point,  during  the  construction  of  the  works ;  but  such 
discharge  is  not  to  continue  after  June  1,  1900. 

Faikiiaven.  The  selectmen  of  Fairhaven  applied  to  the 
Board  for  its  advice  (April  11)  relative  to  a  plan  of  sewerage 
for  certain  public  buildings  and  a  limited  part  of  that  town, 
with  an  outlet  into  the  Acushnet  River.  The  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Boston,  May  3,  1801. 
The  plan  submitted  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Rogers 
school,  the  proposed  town  hall  and  public  library,  and  a  limited 
portion  of  said  town,  by  means  of  a  sewer  discharging  into  the 
Acushnet  River  at  the  end  of  Union  wharf,  meets  with  the  approval 
of  the  Hoard. 

Brookfield.     The  selectmen  of  Brookfield  applied  to  the 
Board  (May  30)  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  plan  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the. village  of  Brookfield. 
To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  July  8,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application, 
dated  May  30,  1891,  for  advice  with  regard  to  a  proposed  plan  of 
sewerage  for  the. village  of  Brookfield,  intended  to  provide  at 
present  for  the  storm  water  from  the  central  portion  of  the  village 
and  the  wastes  from  the  shoe  factory,  and  ultimately  to  provide 
for  the  sewerage  of  a  large  part  of  the  village. 
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The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  plan  presented  is  not  the  best 
one  for  the  town  to  adopt,  because  the  discharge  of  much  sewage 
at  the  point  proposed  would  be  likely  to  create  a  nuisance,  and 
seriously  pollute  the  stream  which  runs  through  the  meadow  and 
crosses  the  road  to  West  Brookfield,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below. 

The  town,  in  planning  a  sewerage  system,  should  have  in  view 
the  probable  necessity  of  purifying  sewage  in  the  not  distant 
future  ;  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  it  will  be  best  not  to  permit 
any  surface  water  to  enter  the  sewers  designed  for  the  removal  of 
the  sewage,  using  independent  sewers  or  drains  for  the  removal 
of  the  surface  water,  if  underground  removal  is  found  necessary. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  best  course  for  the  town  to 
pursue  is  to  have  the  question  of  its  sewerage  re-examined  by 
some  engineer,  who  is  competent  to  advise  in  regard  to  sewage 
disposal. 

The  plan  made  should  provide  in  the  beginning  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage  upon  land,  unless  the  cost  is  too  great ;  in  which  case  the 
Board  would  consider  a  plan  which  provides  for  discharging  sewage 
into  the  Quaboag  River  for  the  present,  but  is  also  arranged  with 
reference  to  the  purification  of  the  sewage  in  the  future. 

North  Adams.  The  sewer  committee  of  North  Adams 
applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  (March  24)  upon  a  pro- 
posed plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  principal 
part  of  the  village  of  North  Adams,  with  an  outlet  into 
the  Hoosac  River  below  Johnson's  Mill.  The  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Boston,  April  7,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for 
advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  main  sewer  in  the  town,  to 
serve  a  locality  known  as  the  swamp,  to  intercept  existing  sewers 
which  discharge  into  a  stone  drain  in  said  swamp  or  into  the 
Hoosac  River,  and  to  discharge  its  contents  into  the  main  river  at 
a  point  below  Johnson's  Mill. 

The  Board  recognizes  that  the  construction  of  a  sewer  as  pro- 
posed will  greatly  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  region 
known  as  the  swamp,  and  that  the  sewage  will  be  discharged 
further  down  stream,  and  under  somewhat  more  favorable  condi- 
tions, than  heretofore.  It  also  recognizes  that  the  amount  of 
sewage  now  entering  the  river  at  North  Adams  and  Adams  is  large, 
and  increasing  with  the  extension  of  the  sewers  in  streets  or 
districts  not  heretofore  sewered  and  with  the  increase  of  population  ; 
so  that  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  river  will  be  so  much 
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polluted  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  purify  the  sewage.  This 
purification  can  be  accomplished  either  by  the  intermittent  filtration 
of  the  sewage  through  porous  land,  or  by  precipitating  the  solid 
particles  contained  in  the  sewage  with  chemicals.  In  either  case 
the  purification  can  be  best  accomplished  below  the  outlet  shown 
on  the  plan  submitted ;  and  the  sewer  should  be  constructed  with 
a  view  to  its  extension  in  the  near  future  to  the  locality  best 
adapted  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage. 

We  are  informed  that  sewers  already  built  in  North  Adams 
have  been  designed  to  exclude  surface  water,  and  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  continue  the  same  plan  with  reference  to  the  sewer  now 
proposed.  This  is  a  wise  provision  iu  places  like  North  Adams, 
as  it  permits  the  use  of  smaller  main  sewers  than  could  otherwise 
be  adoi)ted,  and  lessens  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  purifying  the 
•ewage. 

The  Board  approves  the  proposed  plan  as  a  temporary  expedient 
to  meet  pressing  sanitary  needs,  and  as  a  part  of  a  main  sewer  to 
convey  the  sewage  of  the  town  to  future  purification  works. 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded. 
The  trustees  of  this  institution  applied  to  the  Board  (April 
23)  for  its  advice  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  a 
second  group  of  buildings  upon  their  land  in  Waltham,  the 
proposed  raode  involving  disposal  by  filtration  upon  a  tract 
of  about  two  acres.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

B08TON,  Jane  18,  1891. 

The  land  suitable  for  sewage  disposal  consists  of  a  generally  flat 
area  on  the  north-easterly  side  of  the  driveway  leading  to  the 
school,  and  a  somewhat  narrow  strip  which  slopes  from  the  drive- 
way down  to  the  meadow  on  the  south-westerly  side.  The  flat 
area  is  the  most  available  for  sewage  disposal,  and  consists  mainly 
of  porous  gravel  covered  with  black  loam  and  yellow  subsoil.  In 
portions  of  the  area  this  covering  is  from  one  and  five-tenths 
to  two  feet  deep.  In  making  use  of  this  land  it  will  not  be  desir- 
able to  use  any  portion  of  it  within  ten  feet  of  the  street,  or  within 
one  hundred  feet  of  any  house ;  and  a  small  strip  adjoining  the 
hill  should  also  be  excluded  because  of  its  impervious  nature. 

The  area  of  porous  land  required  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  from 
this  group  of  buildings  in  a  satisfactory  manner  is  estimated  to  be 
one  acre  ;  and  it  seems  doubtful  if  this  area  can,  under  the  limita- 
tions above  given,  be  obtained  without  utilizing  a  portion  of  the 
sloping  land  on  the  south-westerly  side  of  the  driveway. 

Where  the  sewage  is  applied  to  the  surface,  as  proposed  by  you, 
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it  is  cssentiJil,  in  order  to  prevent  all  offence,  that  it  should  be  put 
upon  the  land  while  fresh ;  that  tlie  surface  to  which  the  sewage  is 
applied  should  be  porous,  so  that  the  liquid  will  quickly  settle  into 
the  ground  ;  that  the  quantity  applied  to  any  particular  part  of  the 
land  should  not  be  excessive,  and  that  the  sewage  should  be 
applied  intermittently.  It  is  also  necessary  that  all  tanks  and 
carriera  should  be  so  designed  and  cared  for  that  they  will  not 
become  foul. 

The  Hoard  suggests  the  following  general  plan  as  one  which 
will  meet  these  requirements  :  a  separating  tank  to  be  provided  to 
receive  the  sewage  as  it  comes  from  the  buildings,  and  retain 
solids  which  are  heavier  or  lighter  than  the  water,  these  to  be 
disposed  of,  as  at  the  present  tank  on  your  grounds.  From  this 
tank  the  sewage  should  be  carried  to  the  filtration  area  in  pipes 
and  by  open  carriers  or  troughs,  so  constructed  that  they  will  not 
become  offensive.  This  area  to  be  divided  into  not  less  than  four 
sections,  each  containing  a  series  of  trenches  one  foot  wide  and  of 
suflieient  depth  to  reach  the  porous  material,  spaced  five  feet  apart 
and  having  a  gentle  slope  ;  one  foot  fall  in  fifty  will  answer,  but 
the  slope  may  be  greater  or  less  than  this.  The  trenches  to  be 
filled  with  coarse  sand  or  gravel  to  within  about  four  inches  of  the 
surface.  The  different  sections  to  be  used  in  succession,  so  as  to 
insure  a  proper  interval  between  the  applications.  Provision  to  be 
made  for  distributing  the  sewage  equally  among  the  trenches  in 
any  given  section.  Underdrainage  will  not  probably  be  necessary, 
but  the  surface  water  from  the  side  hill  above  the  trenches  should 
be  diverted  from  them. 

Amherst.  The  selectmen  of  Amherst  applied  to  the 
Board  (May  8)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  of  a  portion  of  the  town  into  Fort  River.  The  Board 
replied  us  follows  :  — 

Boston,  June  18, 1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your 
application  for  advice  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  that  portion  of  Amherst  now  draining  through  the  Snell  and 
Fearing  Brook  sewers.  The  plan  presented  proposes  to  unite 
the  sewage  from  these  two  systems  and  convey  it  directly  to 
Freshman  or  Fort  River,  where  it  passes  through  laud  of 
E.  Hastings,  not  very  far  above  the  New  London  Northern. 
Railroad. 

With  the  growth  of  the  town  it  will  probably  become  necessary 
to  purify  the  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration  through  land 
before  it   is  discharged   into   the  river ;    but  for  the  present  the 
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Board  advises  that  the  sewage  be  passed  through  a  properly 
designed  settling  tank,  the  outlet  pipe  of  which  turns  down  at  its 
entrance,  so  as  to  allow  only  those  parts  of  the  liquid  which  lie 
between  the  deposits  at  the  bottom  and  the  floating  matter  at  the 
surface  to  enter  it  and  be  discharged  into  the  river.  The  tank 
should  be  provided  with  another  pipe,  closed  by  a  gate,  through 
which  the  deposited  and  floating  materials  may  be  drawn  to  an 
area  of  sandy  land  at  a  lower  level,  where,  after  draining,  the 
deposit  may  be  turned  under  the  surface  or  otherwise  disposed 
of.  This  tank  should  be  thus  flushed  out  as  often  as  twice 
in  a  week. 

Watertown.  The  town  of  Watertown  is  within  the 
district  defined  in  the  Metropolitan  sewerage  act  (chapter 
439  of  the  Acts  of  1889).  Having  devised  a  plan  of  sewer- 
age involving  discharge  of  its  sewage  into  that  portion  of  the 
Metropolitan  sewer  which  has  its  outlet  into  the  main  drain- 
age system  of  Boston,  the  sewer  commission  of  Watertown 
applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  as  to  the  proposed  plan. 
The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

BosTox,  Jane  18,  1891. 

Your  application  for  advice  in  regard  to  a  system  of  sewerage 
for  a  part  of  the  town  of  Watertown,  submitted  May  26,  1891, 
together  with  outlines  of  your  proposed  plan,  has  been  considered 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  outlines  presented  indicate 
that  certain  districts  of  the  town  are  to  have  their  sewage  brought 
into  the  proposed  Metropolitan  sewer  at  Galen  and  Water  streets. 
The  Board  advises  that  this  is  a  suitable  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  the  district  indicated. 

The  essential  features  of  the  plan  in  other  respects  are  not  given 
in  sufficient  detail  to  enable  the  Board  to  give  advice  as  to  these, 
further  than  to  suggest  that  you  have  your  engineer  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  preferable  to  use,  instead  of  the  twenty- 
four-inch  siphon  across  Charles  River,  two  smaller  pipes,  either 
one  of  which  could  more  readily  be  flushed  and  kept  clean  than 
one  large  pipe. 

In  constructing  your  system  of  sewerage,  it  is  very  important 
that  all  rain  water  both  from  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  from 
roofs  should  be  wholly  excluded,  and  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  ground  water.  This  restriction 
is  important,  not  only  on  account  of  the  cost  of  pumping,  but  even 
more  so  on  account  of  overburdening  the  Metropolitan  system, 
and  requiring  its  duplication  at  an  earlier  date  than  would  other- 
wise be  necessary. 
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The  Board  is  therefore  of  opinion  that,  if  it  shall  be  foand 
necessary  to  convey  away  ground  water  or  surface  water  by  a  sep- 
arate system,  an  additional  expenditure  for  thus  restricting  the 
quantity  of  liquid  entering  the  sewers  would  be  warranted  not 
only  on  account  of  the  joint  interest  of  Watertown  in  maintain- 
ing the  Metropolitan  system  in  an  efficient  condition  for  as  long  a 
time  as  possible,  but  also  because  the  annual  charge  to  the  town 
for  the  use  of  the  Metropolitan  system  should  be  influenced  by 
the  amount  of  sewage  furnished. 

On  July  1  the  sewer  commission  of  Watertown  requested 
that  the  Board  would  indicate  what  details  were  required,  in 
order  that  the  Board  might  take  further  action  upon  the  ap- 
plication.    To  this  request  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

BosTox,  Jnly  10,  1891. 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  was  laid  before  the  Board  at  its 
meeting  July  7,  and  by  it  referred  to  the  committee  on  water 
supply  and  sewerage.  The  Board  included  in  its  reply  to  the 
town  the  statement  that  ^^  the  essential  features  of  the  plan  in 
other  respects  are  not  given  in  sufficient  detail  to  enable  the  Board 
to  give  advice  as  to  these,"  in  order  to  place  the  facts  upon  record, 
and  show  that  it  has  neither  considered  nor  approved  any  of  the 
general  features  of  the  system  of  sewerage  presented,  with 
the  exception  of  the  outlet.  The  most  important  omission  was  the 
absence  of  any  statement  upon  the  application  or  indication  upon 
the  plan  as  to  the  system  of  sewerage  to  be  adopted ;  that  is,  as  to 
the  extent  that  rain  water  and  ground  water  were  to  be  kept  out  of 
the  sewers.  With  regard  to  these  features  the  Board  expressed  its 
opinion  quite  fully  in  the  reply  sent  you.  If  the  plan  had  shown  the 
inclinations  of  the  principal  sewers,  and  their  elevations  as  compared 
with  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  with  the  Metropolitan  sewer, 
the  general  features  of  the  plan  would  have  been  more  intelligible, 
and  the  Board  might  have  offered  some  advice  or  suggestion  as  to 
these.  These  details,  however,  are  generally  left  to  the  engineers 
employed  by  the  town. 

Hull.  The  selectmen  of  Hull  api)lied  to  the  Board 
(June  4)  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  sewer  for  that 
part  of  the  town  which  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stony 
Beach.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  June  18,  1891. 

The  Board  advises  that  the  sewer  outlet  at  low-water  mark  on 
the  North  Shore,  as  indicated  upon  the  plan  submitted  by  you 
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June  4,  1891,  is  suitably  located  for  disposing  of  the  sewage  of 
the  small  portion  of  Hull  in  the  vicinity  of  Stony  Beach. 

The  Nemasket  Mills.  The  owners  of  the  Nemaskot 
MilU,  intending  to  erect  a  new  mill  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Taunton  River  at  East  Taunton,  applied  to  the  Board  (June 
9)  for  its  ndvice  as  to  a  plan  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  the  mill.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  August  5,  1891. 

It  is  understood  that  you  propose  to  keep  the  wash  water  flowing 
from  the  sinks  entirely  separate  from  other  waste  matters,  and 
conduct  it  by  a  suitable  system  of  pipes  to  a  tight  cesspool,  with 
an  overflow  therefrom  into  a  lilteriug  trench  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  It  is  further  understood  that  privies  are  to  be  provided, 
in  which  all  excrementitious  matters  both  solid  and  liquid  are  to 
be  retained  in  a  water-tight  vault,  to  be  cleaned  from  time  to  time. 
If  these  plans  are  carried  out,  and  the  deposits  removed  from  the 
privy  vaults  are  buried  in  the  ground,  not  less  than  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  river,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  water  supply 
of  the  city  of  Taunton  will  not  be  contaminated  by  your  works. 

West  Springfield.  The  selectmen  of  West  Springfield 
applied  to  the  Board  (June  II)  for  its  advice  as  to  the 
propriety  of  discharging  sewage  by  means*  of  a  three-foot 
sewer  into  the  Conneciicut  River.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  request  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  June  27,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application, 
dated  June  11,  1801,  with  reference  to  the  discharge  of  sewage 
into  the  Connecticut  River  at  a  point  about  seven  hundred  feet 
north  of  North  P2nd  Bridge  in  your  town,  and  is  of  opinion  that 
the  sewage  of  so  much  of  the  town  as  can  be  drained  in  this 
direction  may  for  the  present  be  discharged  into  the  river  at  this 
place.  The  Board  advises,  however,  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  discharging  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  into  the  river 
by  means  of  a  pipe  of  moderate  size,  extending  from  the  bottom 
of  the  sewer  to  deep  water. 

SritiNGFiELD.  The  city  of  Springfield  applied  to  the 
Board  (June  17)  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  sewer 
to  be  constructed  through  Wason  Avenue  in  the  northern 
part  of  Springfield  to  the  Connecticut  River.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 
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BosToy,  June  27, 1891. 

The  application  made  by  you,  June  17,  1891,  giving  notice 
of  the  intention  of  the  city  to  introduce  a  system  of  sewerage 
in  the  northerly  part  of  Springfield,  having  its  outlet  into  the 
Connecticut  River  on  the  line  of  Wason  Avenue  extended,  has 
been  considered  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  It  is  stated,  on 
the  general  plan  of  the  city,  accompanying  the  application,  that 
'*  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewers  discharging  into  the  Connecticut 
River  is  to  be  carried  by  small  submerged  pipe  outlets  iuto  deep 
water  in  the  river."  With  the  understanding  that  the  proposed 
sewer  is  to  be  provided  with  an  outlet  of  this  character,  discharging 
the  dry-weather  flow  well  out  from  the  shore,  the  Board  advises 
that  the  proposed  method  of  sewage  disposal  for  this  district 
is   adapted  to  the    present    needs  of   the   communities  affected  w 

thereby. 

Revere.  The  selectmen  of  Revere  again  applied  to  the 
Board  (July  29)  rehitive  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage, 
•'to  be  so  laid  that  sewage*  shall  be  discharged  by  gravity 
into  tide  waters,  at  several  points  within  the  town,  as  follows  : 
Belle  Jsle  and  Sales  and  Mill  creeks,  so  called,  and  Pines 
River.''    The  Board  made  the  following  reply  :  — 

Boston,  Sept.  2,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your  appli- 
cation of  July  29,  1891,  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of 
the  town  by  discharging  it  by  gravity  into  Mill  Creek  below  the 
tide  mill,  into  Sales  Creek  below  Winthrop  Avenue,  into  Belle 
Isle  Inlet  west  of  the  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad,  and  into 
Pines  River.  The  first  three  of  these  outlets  are  unsatisfactory  on 
account  of  the  small  amount  of  water  to  dilute  the  sewage,  the 
sluggish  currents,  and  the  area  of  flats  laid  bare  at  low  tide.  The 
discharge  of  sewage  at  these  creeks  would  also  tend  to  pollute  the 
waters  of  Chelsea  River  and  the  upper  portion  of  Boston  harbor, 
which  it  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  Metropolitan  system  of 
sewerage,  now  under  construction,  to  keep  free  from  pollution. 
The  Pines  River  near  its  outlet  is  a  more  favorable  place  for 
discharging  sewage  than  the  others  mentioned  ;  but  an  outlet  here 
should  be  considered  only  for  Oak  Island  and  the  peninsula  north- 
erly therefrom,  as  these  places  may  not  be  sewered  to  a  more 
favorable  outlet  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Aside  from  any  question  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  proposed 
outlets,  it  is  improbable  that  any  satisfactory  system  of  sewerage 
for  the  whole  of  the  settled  portions  of  your  town  can  be  devised 
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which  will  not  require  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  sewage  to  be 
pumped.  The  Board  would  therefore  advise  the  town  to  consider 
the  feasibility  of  disposing  of  its  sewage  by  pumping  into  the 
ocean  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore,  or  by  connecting 
with  the  Metropolitan  system  of  sewerage. 

In  making  such  investigations,  the  Board  would  call  your  atten- 
tion to  its  advice  contained  in  its  report  to  a  committee  of  citizens 
of  Revere,  published  on  page  18  of  the  twenty-second  annual 
report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

On  October  2 1  the  conomittee  appointed  by  the  town  again 
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applied  to  the  Board,  at  the  same  time  suggesting  three 
plans  for  consideration,  and  asking  for  a  hearing  by  the 
Board :  — 

1.  The  plan  of  1889,  having  an  outlet  at  Ocean  Pier. 

2.  The  plan  providing  for  outlets  into  the  creeks  and 
marshes. 

3.  The  plan  having  an  outlet  into  the  Metropolitan  sew- 
erage system. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  committee,  a  hear- 
ing was  held  November  17,  and  the  following  reply  was 
made  by  the  Board  :  — 

Boston,  Dec.  2,  1891. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  your  application  of 
Oct.  21,  1891,  and  your  further  communication  dated  November 
7,  the  State  Board  of  Health  gave  a  hearing  to  your  committee 
on  November  17,  and,  having  carefully  considered  the  plans  sub- 
mitted, herewith  presents  its  reply. 

The  first  plan  presented  is  a  modification  of  the  one  contained  in 
a  printed  report  dated  ]May,  1889,  of  the  committee  on  sewerage 
of  your  town.  It  provides  for  pumping  the  sewage  from  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  town  into  the  ocean  during  the  first  portion  of  the 
outgoing  tide,  through  a  pipe  carried  out  about  one  thousand  feet 
beyond  the  outer  end  of  Ocean  Pier.  The  sewage  of  the  north- 
erly part  of  the  beach  is  provided  for  by  an  independent  outlet 
into  Pines  River.  Other  methods  of  dis])osal  are  suggested  for 
several  marginal  streets  or  small  districts  in  the  town,  the  general 
method  being  by  gravity  into  the  neighboring  creeks. 

The  second  plan  proposes  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  by 
gravity,  for  the  present,  into  Sales  Creek  or  the  portion  of  Belle 
Isle  Inlet  west  of  the  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad ;  and,  in  the 
future,  the  extension  of  the  system  by  a  main  sewer  discharging  by 
gravity  into  the  Metropolitan  sewer  at  Breed^s  Island,  or  possibly 
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at  Chelsea.  This  plan  is  described  la  writing,  but  no  details  are 
mentioned  except  with  regard  to  the  grade  of  the  main  sewers. 
The  inclination  given  to  the  sewers  from  the  centre  of  the  town 
near  the  water  works  pumping  station  and  from  Ocean  Avenue 
near  Beach  Street  to  the  proposed  temporary  outlet  is  so  small  that 
the  sewage  matter  would  deposit  in  the  sewers,  rendering  them 
unsanitary,  and  finally  inoperative.  The  proposed  extension  to 
the  Metropolitan  sewer  at  Breed's  Island  has  the  same  defect  with 
regard  to  low  inclination,  and  the  further  disadvantage  that  the 
outlet  into  the  Metropolitan  sewer  is  placed  at  so  low  a  level  that 
after  a  few  years  the  depth  of  the  sewage  in  this  sewer  would  be 
suflicient  to  back  the  sewage  up  in  the  Revere  sewer,  and  still 
further  increase  the  tendency  to  fill  it  with  sewage  deposits. 

These  defects  were  stated  to  your  committee  at  the  time  of  the 
hearing,  and  the  member  who  originated  this  plan  has  since 
modified  it  by  lowering  the  temporary  outlet  to  the  level  of  mean 
low  tide,  thereby  giving  the  main  sewers  which  have  been 
mentioned  a  fall  of  five  feet  to  the  temporary  outlet.  The 
lowering  of  the  sewers  to  this  extent  would  be  objectionable,  as 
the  sewage  would  be  backed  up  in  them  nearly  all  of  the  time ; 
and  even  when  the  tide  is  low  the  sewers  have  so  little  fall  that 
the  current  in  them  would  be  insufficient  to  remove  the  sewage 
matter  which  was  deposited  when  the  tide  was  high. 

In  addition  to  these  objections  which  are  made  to  the  sewers 
as    proposed,  the   Board    is  of    opinion   that  these   creeks    are 
not  suitable  outlets  for  the  sewage  of  any  considerable  portion 
of  your  town,  as  indicated  in  the  following  reply,  dated  Sept.  2,  * 
1 81)  1 ,  to  your  board  of  selectmen  :  — 

''  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your 
application  of  July  29,  1891,  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  the  town  by  discharging  it  by  gravity  into  Mill  Creek  below 
the  tide  mill,  into  Sales  Creek  below  Winthrop  Avenue,  into 
Belle  Isle  Inlet  west  of  the  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad, 
and  into  Pines  River.  The  first  three  of  these  outlets  are 
unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the  small  amount  of  water  to  dilute 
the  sewage,  the  sluggish  currents,  and  the  area  of  flats  laid  bare 
at  low  tide.  The  discharge  of  sewage  at  these  creeks  would 
also  tend  to  pollute  the  waters  of  Chelsea  River  and  the  upper 
portion  of  Boston  harbor,  which  it  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  the 
Metropolitan  system  of  sewerage,  now  under  construction,  to 
keep  free  from  pollution.  The  Pines  River  near  its  outlet  is  a 
more  favorable  place  for  discharging  sewage  than  the  others 
mentioned ;  but  an  outlet  here  should  be  considered  only  for  Oak 
Island  and  the  peninsula  northerly  therefrom,  as  these  places 'inny 
not  be  sewered  to  a  more  favonible  outlet  at  a  reasonable  cost. 
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^^  Aside  from  any  question  as  to  tbe  suitability  of  the  proposed 
outlets,  it  is  improbable  that  any  satisfactory  system  of  sewerage 
for  the  wliole  of  the  settled  portions  of  your  town  can  be  devised 
which  will  not  require  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  sewage  to  be 
pumped.  The  Board  would  therefore  advise  the  town  to  consider 
the  feasibility  of  disposing  of  its  sewage  by  pumping  into  the 
ocean  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore,  or  by  connecting 
with  the  Metropolitan  system  of  sewerage. 

'^  In  making  such  investigations,  the  Board  would  call  your 
attention  to  its  advice  contained  in  its  report  to  a  committee  of 
citizens  of  Revere,  published  on  page  18  of  the  twenty-second 
annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.*' 

The  first  plan  presented,  viz.,  that  of  disposal  by  pumping  at  a 
point  one  thousand  feet  beyond  the  Ocean  Pier,  appears  to  this 
Board  to  be  in  its  general  features  a  reasonable  solution  of  the 
sewage  problem  of  the  town.  An  outlet  at  or  near  the  point  pro- 
posed, through  which  the  sewage  would  be  discharged  after  being 
screened,  during  the  first  portion  of  the  outgoing  tide,  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Board,  prove  satisfactory.  Pumping  the 
sewage  at  or  near  the  proposed  location  of  the  pumping  station 
permits  the  sewage  to  be  collected  from  a  large  ix)rtion  of  the 
town,  including  all  the  principal  villages  and  a  large  portion  of 
the  beaches,  by  sewers  having  sutticient  inclination  so  that  they 
can  be  kept  clean  with  a  moderate  amount  of  care. 

In  commending  this  plan,  the  Board  has  not  considered  details, 
such  as  the  exact  location  of  the  outlet,  nor  the  propriety  of  turning 
the  sewage  from  marginal  streets  and  small  districts  into  the 
neighboring  creeks,  rather  than  into  the  general  system ;  and, 
should  the  general  features  of  the  plan  be  adopted,  these  features 
should  be  again  presented  for  the  advice  of  the  Board. 

Another  way  of  securing  an  outlet  as  good  or  better  than  the  one 
provided  by  the  plan  last  mentioned  is  to  connect  with  the  Metro- 
politan sewerage  system.  The  plan  for  connecting  with  this 
system  should  be  considered  by  the  town  in  comparison  with  the 
system  last  mentioned.  It  is  possible  that  the  Chelsea  branch  of 
the  Metropolitan  system  might  be  lowered,  enlarged  and  extended 
to  Revere,  so  that  the  sewage  of  the  town  could  be  turned  into  it 
by  gravity.  This  would  require  a  smaller  inclination  in  some  of 
the  town  sewere  than  is  provided  by  the  pumping  system,  and 
would  make  it  more  diiUcuit  to  keep  them  clean  ;  or  the  inclination 
required  for  discharging  the  sewage  by  gravity  might  prove  to  be 
so  small  as  to  be  inadmissible,  and  pumping  might  still  be  neces- 
sary for  a  portion  of  the  beaches.  Even  if  no  pumping  is  required 
in  the  town,  the  sewage  would  have  to  be  lifted  twice  at  the  pump- 
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ing  stations  on  the  line  of  the  Metropolitan  sewer,  so  that  the  town 
would  have  to  pay  for  pampiug  in  any  ease. 

Ano|.hcr  method  of  connecting  with  the  Metropolitan  system 
would  be  to  collect  the  sewage  of  the  town,  perhaps  at  your  pro- 
posed pumping  station,  and  pump  it  to  the  Metropolitan  sewer  on 
Breed's  Island.  It  is  possible  that  this  might  be  cheaper  than 
lowering,  enlarging  and  extending  the  Chelsea  branch,  and  pump- 
ing at  East  Boston. 

The  Board  cannot  at  present  give  any  definite  advice  with 
regard  to  a  connection  with  the  Metropolitan  system,  as  it  has  no 
means  of  determining  the  cost  to  the  town  of  making  a  connection 
with  the  said  system  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  an  outlet  into  the 
Metropolitan  sewers  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  as  regards 
disposal  of  the  sewage  that  the  town  could  adopt.  The  outlet 
into  the  ocean,  however,  is  not  so  far  inferior  but  that  the  relative 
cost  of  the  two  systems  should  have  much  weight  in  deciding  which 
to  adopt. 

Wkstborough.  The  selectmen  of  Westborough  applied 
to  the  Board  (June  22)  for  a  hearing,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Acts  of  1890,  chapter  124,  *'  providing  for  the  purchase  or 
taking  of  land  by  cities  and  towns  for  the  purification  and 
disposal  of  sewage,"  and  requiring  the  approval  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  Public  notice  having  been  given,  as 
required  by  the  same  statute,  a  hearing  was  held  on  July  7, 
at  the  office  of  the  Board,  after  which  the  Board  approved 
the  location  indicated  by  the  town  authorities  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  July  8,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  received  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Westborough,  made  by  you  under  the 
authority  of  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  entitled,  '*An  Act 
providing  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  land  by  cities  and  towns 
for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage,'*  asking  ^^  that  the  said 
town  should  be  authorized  to  take  or  purchiise  a  certain  tract  of 
laud  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage,  which  tract  of 
land  is  situated  in  said  Westborough,  about  one  mile  north- 
westerly of  the  Center  village,  and  being  the  westerly  end  of  the 
farm  of  Charles  A.  Harrington,  and  containing  32,007  acres  ;  also 
another  tract  of  land  adjoining  said  first  tract,  containing  one 
acre,  and  being  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  farm  of  Frank  A. 
Stone  ;  all  as  shown  upon  a  plan  accompanying  said  petition."  In 
response  to  this  petition,  the  Board  gave  a  public  hearing  at  its 
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office  in  Boston  on  July  7,  1891,  after  due  notice  of  said  heanng 
by  publication  in  the  "  Westborough  Chronotype,"  the  "  North- 
borough  Enterprise,"  the  '' Northborough  Farmer"  aiyi  the 
"  Hudson  Enterprise." 

The  Board,  having  given  the  hearing  required  by  law,  and  having 
caused  an  examination  of  the  premises  to  be  made,  herewith 
approves  the  purchase  or  taking  of  the  premises  described  in  said 
petition,  and  indicated  upon  the  plan  which  accompanied  it. 

The  following  communication  was  also  sent  upon  the  same 
date :  — 

Boston,  July  8,  1891. 

We  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
successful  disposal  of  sewage  upon  the  land,  the  purchase  or  taking 
of  which  has  been  approved  by  this  Board  in  another  communica- 
tion of  the  same  date  with  this  letter,  depends  largely  upon  the 
proper  preparation  of  the  fields  for  filtration.  When  the  plans, 
showing  the  method  of  preparing  these  fields  for  sewage  filtration, 
are  completed,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  they  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Board  for  its  advice,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  37o  of  the  Acts  of  1888. 

Wellesley  College.  The  trustees  of  Wellesley  College 
applied  to  the  Board  (September  17)  for  its  advice  as  to  the 
propriety  of  changing  the  method  of  disposing  of"  the  sewage 
of  the  college  buildings,  and  as  to  the  best  method  to  be 
adopted,  should  a  change  be  made.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Boston,  Oct.  6,  1891. 

We  find  that  two  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  now  in  use. 

In  the  first  method  the  sewage  is  conducted  to  filtering  houses, 
each  divided  into  several  compartments,  and  is  there  passed  through 
artiflcial  filters  of  peat  and  gravel.  This  method  is  used  for 
disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  main  building.  Stone  Hall,  and  the 
Norumbega  and  Freeman  Cottages. 

In  the  second  method  the  sewage  is  distributed  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  ground  by  a  series  of  pipes,  and  permitted  to  filter 
away  through  the  natural  ground.  This  method  is  used  to  dispose 
of  the  sewage  of  the  Wood  and  Simpson  cottages. 

The  first  method  is  unsatisfactory,  both  as  regards  the  unsanitary 
character  of  the  filtering  houses  and  the  impurity  of  the  etiiuent, 
and  should  be  abolished. 

The  second  method  appears  to  be  very  satisfactory,  as  we 
understand  that  there  are  no  ofifensive  odors  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
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filtering  areas ;  and,  while  the  effluent  cannot  be  seen,  there  is 
little  doubt,  judging  from  the  experience  of  other  places,  that  the 
sewage  is  well  purified  before  reaching  the  lake. 

The  essential  feature  in  purifying  sewage  by  filtration  is  to  bring 
the  sewage  for  a  sutticient  time  in  close  contact  with  the  oxygen 
of  the  air  and  organisms  contained  in  the  ground.  This  is  accom- 
plished where  sewage  is  filtered  slowly  and  intermittently  through 
porous  ground,  and  each  grain  of  sand  or  gravel  is  coated  with  a 
thin  film  of  sewage  in  contact  with  the  air  contained  in  the 
interstices  of  such  porous  material ;  but  it  cannot  be  accomplished 
at  the  present  filtering  houses,  both  because  the  peat  readily 
becomes  saturated  with  water  to  the  exclusion  of  air,  and  because 
the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  filtered  is  so  large  in  proportion  to 
the  filtering  area  that  any  kind  of  filtering  material  used  in  these 
tanks  would  be  overtaxed. 

The  extent  of  filtering  area  required  for  the  proper  disposal  of 
the  sewage  is  too  large  to  make  it  advisable  to  provide  it  by  enlarg- 
ing the  filtering  houses ;  and,  as  the  upland  all  over  the  college 
grounds  is,  in  its  natural  state,  of  excellent  quality  for  filtration, 
the  Board  advises  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  intermittent  filtra- 
tion through  the  natural  ground. 

In  the  absence  of  exact  surveys  and  levels,  the  further  advice 
of  the  Board  as  to  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  each 
building  according  to  this  method  must  necessarily  be  general  in 
its  character. 

The  sewage  of  the  main  building  and  Norumbega  and  Freeman 
cottages  could  be  collected  in  the  valley  into  which  the  sewage  now 
runs,  and  pumped  to  the  level  upland  beyond  the  valley  in  the 
north-westerly  portion  of  the  grounds.  Upon  this  land  it  could 
be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  distributing  it  upon  a  suitably  pre- 
pared surface,  or  by  distributing  it  beneath  the  surface  by  means 
of  a  system  of  pipes.  It  will  not,  however,  be  advisable  to  resort 
to  pumping  if  it  can  be  avoided,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  sewage 
can  be  properly  disposed  of  by  gravity. 

The  best  place  for  disposing  of  the  sewage,  which  now  flows  to 
the  filtering  house  west  of  the  Norumbega  cottage,  appears  to  be 
on  the  side  hill  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  the  valley,  extending 
from  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  filtering  house  south-westerly  to 
the  wooded  land,  or,  if  necessary,  through  the  wooded  land  to  the 
large  gravel  pit. 

To  carry  the  sewage  across  the  valley,  and  cause  it  to  rise  far 
enough  up  the  side  hill  to  command  the  required  area,  it  would  be 
necessary,  in  order  to  withstand  the  pressure,  to  make  the  pipe 
extending  across  the  valley  of  iron,  and  to  replace  with  iron  pipe 
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the  lower  portions  of  the  sewers  now  laid  with  ordinary  sewer  pipe. 
This  iron  pipe  would  remain  full  of  sewage  most  of  the  time,  and 
deposits  would  tend  to  gather  in  it.  This  tendency,  however,  could 
be  overcome  by  creating  a  high  velocity  through  the  pipe  by  means 
of  an  automatic  flush  tank ;  and,  if  the  pipe  is  carried  across  the 
valley  at  a  relatively  high  level  on  the  ridge  near  the  ice  house,  it 
would  be  feasible  to  cause  a  free  flow  through  it  whenever  the 
sewage  was  disposed  of  upon  the  portions  of  the  side  hill  lower 
than  the  lowest  part  of  the  pipe.  It  is  hardly  clear,  from  a  mere 
inspection  of  the  premises,  whether  the  sewage  from  the  laundry, 
kitchen  sinks  and  a  few  water-closets  at  the  westerly  end  of  the 
main  building  can  be  carried  across  the  valley  at  the  same  place  as 
the  other  sewage  or  not.  If  it  should  be  found  impracticable  to 
do  this,  the  sewage  could  be  carried  across  the  valley  to  the  gravel 
pit  before  mentioned,  or  to  land  up  towards  the  paint  mills,  and 
there  disposed  of  upon  a  prepared  area.  There  is  also  a  little 
doubt  as  to  whetlier  it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  the  sewage 
from  the  Freeman  cottage  across  the  valley,  or  to  some  other  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cottage. 

In  all  cases  the  land  chosen  for  sewage  disposal  should  not  be 
low  or  wet,  but  should  be  porous,  sandy  or  gravelly  land,  having 
its  surface  not  less  than  six  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water  in 
the  ground.  For  disposing  of  the  sewage  upon  the  side  hill  or 
gravel  pit  before  mentioned,  or  upon  any  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  buildings,  the  plan  of  subsurface  disposal  by  means  of  pipes 
should  be  adopted. 

The  sewage  of  Stone  Hall  can  be  disposed  of  upon  land  in  its 
vicinity.  It  now  seems  probable  that  it  will  be  best  to  carry  the 
sewage  in  the  direction  of  the  barn,  and  dispose  of  it  upon  the 
side  hill.  If  this  is  not  feasible,  the  flat  land  north  of  Stone  Hall, 
or  a  portion  of  the  lawn  fronting  on  Washington  Street,  should  be 
considered. 

The  disposal  areas  should  be  large  enough  to  provide  one  hundred 
square  feet  of  land  for  each  person  in  the  buildings  sewered.  A 
somewhat  smaller  amount  of  land  will  answer,  if  this  amount 
cannot  be  obtained ;  but  it  is  advisable  to  provide  the  amount 
stated,  where  practicable. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that,  to  insure  success  in  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage  of  your  buildings,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
the  work  skilfully  designed  and  proportioned  by  some  competent 
engineer. 

The  State  Board  will  give  further  advice  upon  this  subject,  if 
you  so  desire,  when  you  have  further  information  to  present  as  to 
what  is  found  by  surveys  to  be  feasible. 


1892.]         PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  53 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Ine- 
briate??. The  trustees  of  this  institution,  a  new  public 
institution  located  in  the  town  of  Foxborough,  applied  to  the 
Board  (October  8)  for  its  advice  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
disposing  of  its  sewjige.     The  Board  replied  as  follows:  — 

BosTOK,  Deo.  2,  1891. 

By  this  plan  it  is  proposed  to  collect  the  sewage  from  all  the 
buildings  at  a  collecting  well  back  of  the  laundry,  and  from  this 
well  to  build  a  main  sewer  to  about  four  acres  of  low  land  situated 
about  eight  hundred  feet  back  of  the  laundry ;  this  area  to  be 
underd rained  to  as  low  a  level  as  possible,  by  means  of  pipes 
dischargiug  into  a  mill  pond  below  the  Neponset  reservoir ;  the 
surface  of  the  area  to  be  graded  and  divided  into  beds,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  uniform  distribution  of  the  sewage  turned  upon  them 
from  a  carrier  which  extends  nearly  around  the  disposal  area ;  and 
the  distribution  of  the  sewage  to  be  further  facilitated  by  an 
automatic  flush  tank,  which  will  discharge  the  sewage  from  time  to 
time  at  a  rapid  rate,  instead  of  permitting  it  to  trickle  over  the 
land. 

The  proposed  plan  would  probably  give  satisfactory  results  if  it 
were  feasible  to  reduce  the  water  level  by  underdrainage  to  a 
sufUcient  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  ground ;  but,  from  the 
contours  shown  upon  the  plan  and  figures  presented  by  your 
engineer,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  can  be  done.  To  raise  the 
surface  of  the  ground  to  a  sufficient  height  above  the  ground  water 
would  be  very  expensive. 

The  Board,  therefore,  does  not  advise  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
submitted,  believing  that  the  application  of  sewage  to  such  low 
land  would  not  only  insufficiently  purify  it,  but  would  be  liable  to 
cause  a  nuisance  in  the  vicinity  of  the  disposal  area.  As  a  substi- 
tute for  the  plan  of  sewage  disposal  presented,  the  Board  suggests 
tliat  the  sewage  be  filtered  intermittently  upon  an  area  of  one  acre 
of  sandy  land,  having  its  surface  not  less  than  six  feet  above  the 
present  level  of  the  water  in  the  ditch  which  runs  through  the  low 
land.  To  bring  the  sewage  to  an  area  at  this  height  without 
pumping  is  somewhat  difficult ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  can 
be  done  by  collecting  the  sewage  from  the  higher  buildings  in  a 
flush  tank  placed  not  far  from  the  westerly  end  of  the  laundry,  and 
by  building  a  sewer  extending  from  this  flush  tank  to  tlie  dis- 
posal area.  If  possible,  the  water  from  the  laundry,  and  the 
sewage  from  other  parts  of  the  same  building,  should  be  dis- 
charged into  the  flush  tank  or  into  the  sewers  above  it ;  but,  if  tliis 
is  not  feasible,  they  might  be  discharged  into  the  sewer  below  the 
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tank.  Almost  any  of  the  sandy  land  which  sarroands  the  low 
area  will  be  saitable  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage,  and  a  location 
should  be  selected  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  grading,  and  the 
distance  froip  present  and  future  buildiugs.  It  seems  probable, 
from  an  inspection  of  the  plan  submitted  and  of  the  ground,  that 
the  best  location  for  a  filter  bed  adjoins  the  low  land  on  the  side 
toward  the  buildings,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  flush  tank  or  discharger 
shown  upon  your  plan. 

N'ANTUCKET.  The  sewerage  committee  of  Nantucket 
applied  to  the  Board  (October  22)  for  its  advice  relative  to 
plans  of  sewage  disposal  for  that  town.  Alternative  plans 
were  presented,  providing  for  disposal  upon  land  south-east 
of  the  town,  and  for  disposal  into  the  sea  on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  west  jetty.  The  Board,  after  hearing  the  committee, 
replied  as  follows:  — 

Boston,  Dec.  16,  1801. 

Both  projects,  as  presented,  provide  for  collecting  the  sewage  in 
a  tank  constructed  in  a  cove  between  the  steamboat  wharf  and  the 
railroad,  and  for  pumping  it  at  this  place ;  but  beyond  this  point 
the  projects  are  different.  One  provides  for  pumping  the  sewage 
through  a  pipe  to  land  north  of  the  Siasconset  road,  and  on  both  sides 
of  the  road  leading  to  Monomoy  Fleights.  At  the  hearing  given 
members  of  your  committee  by  the  Board,  it  was  proposed  to 
modify  this  plan  by  locating  the  filtration  area  a  little  further  from 
the  town,  aud  south  of  the  Siasconset  road  above  mentioned.  It 
is  proposed  to  purify  the  sewage  by  filtering  it  through  this  land. 

The  second  project  provides  for  an  iron  pipe  of  the  same  size  as 
that  leading  to  the  filtration  area,  extending  through  North  Beach 
Street  to  near  the  Cliff  Range  Beacons,  thence  along  the  south- 
easterly side  of  the  jetty  to  a  point  fully  half  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
and  not  far  from  the  outer  end  of  the  jetty,  where  the  sewage  is  to 
be  discharged  only  upon  the  outgoing  tide. 

In  addition  to  these  plans,  you  have  submitted  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  the  portion  of  the  works  at  and  beyond  the  pumping  station, 
with  the  view  of  showing  the  comparative  costs  of  the  two  projects, 
as  follows :  — 

Cost  of  the  works  from  the  pumping  station  to  the  disposal 
area,  not  including  land  damages  or  the  preparation  of 
the  land  for  filtration, f  23,000 

Cost  of  works  from  the  pumping  station  to  the  outlet  near  the 

outer  end  of  the  jetty,  not  including  land  damages,      .        .     30,943 
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The  difference  Id  the  estimates  is  $7,943  in  favor  of  disposal 
upon  land. 

With  regard  to  the  fii*st  plan,  which  provides  for  the  disposal  of 
the  sewage  upon  land,  it  may  be  said  that  the  land  selected  is  of 
suitable  quality  for  filtering  the  sewage.  If  the  land  is  properly 
prepared  for  distributing  the  sewage  over  it,  and  proper  attention 
is  given  to  the  management  of  the  works,  so  as  to  insure  the  proper 
distribution  of  the  sewage,  and  large  deposits  of  decomposing 
matter  are  not  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  storage  tank  or 
force-main,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  sewage  can  be 
purified  by  filtration  without  causing  any  offence  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  disposal  area.  As  a  greater  precaution,  however,  the  Board 
favor  the  suggestion  to  your  committee  that  the  sewage  be  carried 
a  little  farther,  to  land  south  of  the  Siasconset  road,  which  seems 
to  be  of  equally  good  quality  for  the  purpose. 

.With  regard  to  the  jetty  plan,  the  Board  believes  it  would  be 
advisable  to  limit  the  discharge  of  sewage  to  the  first  two  or  three 
hours  of  the  outgoing  tide,  and  to  screen  the  sewage  at  the  storage 
tank,  and  remove  from  it  all  coarse  substances  which  might  fioat 
about  for  a  considerable  time  and  possibly  reach  the  shores,  and 
also  ail  lumps  of  grease  which  may  accumulate  in  the  storage  tank. 
It  would  not  advise,  however,  the  removal  of  any  other  foul  matters 
which  might  during  their  removal  cause  an  offensive  odor  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tank. 

With  these  precautions  taken,  the  jetty  outlet  would,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Board,  dispose  of  the  sewage  in  an  entirely  satis- 
factory manner;  because  the  outlet  is  a  long  distance  from  the 
shore,  and  the  great  quantity  of  water  which  passes  out  by  the 
jetties  (luring  every  ebb  tide  insures  a  sufficient  current  to  carry 
the  sewage  so  far  out  to  sea  that  none  of  it  is  likely  to  be  found 
upon  any  of  the  beaches. 

The  figures  of  comparative  cost  already  given,  which  show  a 
difference  of  $7,943  in  favor  of  land  disposal,  do  not  show  con- 
clusively which  plan  will  involve  the  greatest  ultimate  expense. 
The  difference  in  first  cost  above  given  will  be  reduced  when  the 
cost  of  the  land  and  its  preparation  is  included.  The  annual 
expense  of  operating  a  land-disposal  plan  will  be  considerably 
greater  than  the  other,  both  on  account  of  the  labor  required  to 
distribute  the  sewage  over  the  land,  and  on  account  of  the  greater 
height  to  which  the  sewage  must  be  lifted.  The  Board  would  also 
suggest  that  it  may  be  feasible  to  diminish  the  cost  of  the  jetty 
plan,  and  to  improve  the  grades  of  the  sewers  in  the  low  land  at 
Brant  Point  by  locating  the  pumping  station  near  the  Cliff  Range 
Beacons  or  the  shore  end  of  the  jetty. 


56  WATER  SUPPLY  AND   SEWERAGE.      [Jan. 

The  Board  can  at  present  advise  that  both  methods  of  disposal 
suggested,  with  the  slight  modifications  mentioned,  will  cfiicieutly 
dispose  of  the  sewage.  The  choice  as  to  which  sliould  be  adopted 
should  depend  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  the  relative  cost  of 
the  two  systems,  taking  into  account  all  the  items  of  first  cost, 
including  land  damages,  and  also  the  annual  running  expenses 
and  maintenance.  The  choice  may  also  be  governed  by  minor 
considerations  of  local  nature,  and  by  the  possibility  of  any 
interference  with  the  attractions  of  the  town  as  a  summer  resort. 

Easthampton.  a  committee  of  the  town  of  Easthnmpton 
applied  to  the  Board  (November  14)  for  its  advice  relative  lo 
a  propoijed  system  of  sewerage  having  its  outlet  into  a  brook 
below  the  town  and  a  short  distance  from  the  Manhan  River. 
An  additional  request  was  made  for  advice  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  building  a  part  of  the  system  with  temporary  out- 
lets into  certain  mill-pond;:!,  and  into  the  Manhan  River 
opposite  the  town.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Jan.  A,  1S02. 

This  plan  consists  of  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  which  will  deliver 
their  How  into  a  main  pipe  laid  through  the  Williston  Mills  Pond. 
This  main  pipe  is  to  pass  around  the  easterly  end  of  the  dam  and 
discharge  into  the  brook  below  the  dam,  at  the  culvert  under  the 
Mt.  Tom  Branch  Railroad,  not  far  from  the  Manhan  River.  It  is 
further  understood  that  the  system  is  to  take  sewage  only,  and  not 
the  street  or  other  surface  water. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  sewage  can,  for  the  present,  be 
discharged  into  the  Manhan  River  below  the  town,  without  causing 
any  serious  trouble.  The  discharge  into  the  brook  at  the  railroad 
culvert,  a  short  distance  from  the  river,  as  proposed,  is  less  satis- 
factory ;  but,  as  any  trouble  which  may  be  occasioned  by  such  dis- 
charge can  easily  be  obviated  by  extending  the  main  sewer  to  the 
river,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  an  outlet  at  this  place  is  tempo- 
rarily permissible.  At  some  time  in  the  future  it  is  probable  that 
the  sewage  will  have  to  be  purified  before  being  discharged  into 
the  Manhan  Hiver,  or  else  entirely  removed  from  this  stream  ;  and, 
with  this  probability  in  view,  the  Board  commends  the  adoption  of 
a  system  of  sowers  for  sewage  only,  as  w^ith  a  system  of  this  kind 
the  sewage  can  be  treated  when  necessary  with  less  expense  than 
where  the  volume  flowing  is  increased  by  the  admission  of  surface 
or  other  water  which  is  not  seriously  polluted  and  could  go  into 
the  nearest  streams. 
With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  of  a 
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portion  of  the  town  for  the  present  into  the  Nashawannuck  and 
Williston  Mills  ponds,  and  into  the  Manhan  River  at  i)oints  oppo- 
site the  town,  the  Board  does  not  advise  the  discharge  of  sewage 
into  the  mill  ponds,  but  is  of  opinion  that  the  temporary  discharge 
of  the  sewage  into  the  Manhan  River  opposite  the  town  is  permis- 
sible, if  it  should  be  found  for  the  interests  of  the  town  to  provide 
such  temporary  outlets.  The  construction  of  a  permanent  outlet 
at  a  point  just  below  the  dam  across  the  river,  for  a  short  sewer  in 
Manhan  Street,  seems  to  be  unobjectionable. 


Pollution  of  Streams. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
rehitivc  to  the  subject  of  the  pollution  of  inland  streams :  — 

The  Fowl  Meadows  on  the  Neponset  Riveu.  A 
complaint  was  received  from  C.  Sumner  of  Canton  (July 
20),  concerning  "  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  al>out  six 
thousand  acres,  situated  on  either  side  of  the  Neponset 
River,  and  adjoining  and  lying  between  the  towns  of  Canton, 
Walpole,  Sharon,  Hyde  Park,  Norwood,  Dedham  and  Rox- 
hury  in  the  city  of  Boston.  For  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
the  said  meadows  have  been  kept  in  such  a  state  from  back 
water,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  several  manufacturing  concerns  at 
Hyde  Park  and  below  having  their  dams  higher  than  they 
should  be,  that  the  stench  arising  therefrom  is  at  times  most 
unbearable,  and  is  the  direct  cause  of  much  sickness,  of 
malarial  and  kindred  diseases,  which  were  said  to  be  un- 
known in  this  locality  before  such  state  of  affairs  existed." 
The  applicant  also  requested  that  the  Board  would  take  such 
steps  "as  were  within  its  province,  to  have  the  nuisance 
abated." 

The  Board  replied  that  *»  it  might  properly  investigate  the 
question  as  a  possible  source  of  illness,  but  was  not  aware 
that  any  legislation  gave  to  the  Board  the  power  to  abate  it. 

The  Board  instituted  an  investigation  at  once,  the  results 
of  which  will  he  presented  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this 
report. 


>» 


Alewife  Bkook.  a  communication  was  received  from 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Medford  (Aug.  21,  1891),  complain- 
ing that   the  city  of  Cambridge  was  "about  to  widen  Ale- 
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wife  Brook  to  give  a  larger  outlet  to  the  river  for  the 
sewage."  The  Board  of  Health  of  Med  ford  protested 
against  such  action,  and  requested  the  State  Board  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter.  To  this  communication  the  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1801. 

The  lk)ard  finds  that  practically  all  of  the  improvement  relates 
to  the  portion  of  the  hrook  above  the  tide-gates  near  Broadway. 
As  these  tide-gates  shut  out  the  water,  the  amount  of  water  going 
out  through  them  at  each  tide,  now  that  the  improvement  is  com- 
pleted, is  the  same  as  formerly ;  namely,  the  amount  of  upland 
water  and  sewage  accumulating  in  the  brook  while  the  tide  gates 
are  closed.  After  a  heavy  storm  the  conditions  may  be  somewhat 
different,  as  the  storm  water,  which  formerly  required  more  than 
one  low  tide  to  flow  out,  may  go  out  in  a  single  tide.  After  due 
consideration  of  the  subject  the  Board  does  not  find  any  ground 
for  thinking  that  this  improvement  of  the  brook  will  injuriously 
affect  Medford,  while,  on  account  of  the  lowering  of  the  water,  it 
is  a  manifest  advantage  to  the  portions  of  Cambridge,  and  of 
other  towns,  near  the  brook. 


EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

AND  RIVERS. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

The  following  tabulation,  giving  descriptions  of  water  works,  and  chemical  and 
biological  examinations  of  many  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  State,  is  a  continu- 
ation of  similar  tabulations  published  in  two  previous  reports. 

The  systematic  examination  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  State  was  begun  June 
1,  1887,  and  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  The  results  for  the  two 
years  ending  June  1,  1889,  may  be  found  in  the  Special  Report  of  the  Board  upon 
the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  and  for  the  nineteen  months  from  June 
1,  1889,  to  Dec.  31,  1890,  in  the  last  [twenty- second]  annual  report  of  the  Ik)ard. 
The  present  report  contains  the  results  for  the  year  1891. 

The  Special  Report  contained  a  description  of  each  water  supply  in  the  State ; 
to  avoid  repetition,  the  last  report  and  the  present  one  contain  only  descriptions 
of  new  works  and  those  which  have  been  materially  changed. 

An  alphabetical  arrangement  by  towns  has  been  adopted,  as  in  previous 
repoils.  Sources  of  water  supply  are  tabulated  under  the  name  of  the  town 
supplied,  other  waters  under  the  name  of  the  town  in  which  they  ai'e  situated. 
The  analyses  of  water  from  the  larger  rivers  not  used  as  sources  of  water  supply 
are  given  in  a  subsequent  tabulation,  headed  "Rivers.'' 

The  chemical  examinations  in  this  report  were  made  in  the  same  manner  as 
heretofore,  and  are  presented  in  the  tables  in  precisely  the  same  form  as  last 
year.  Since  June  1,  1889,  the  waters  containing  suspended  matter  have  been 
filtered  before  determining  the  residue  on  evaporation.  Before  that  date  these 
determinations  were  made  with  the  unfiltered  water. 

A  few  cases  will  be  noted  in  the  tabulated  results  in  which  one  or  more 
chemical  determinations  difter  somewhat  widely  from  others  in  the  series.  Such 
a  condition  of  the  water  might  result  from  floods  or  other  unusual  disturl)ance  of 
a  stream,  or  from  carelessness  in  collection ;  or  an  error  may  have  been  made  in 
the  analysis.  In  such  cases  the  detennination  has  been  underlined,  and  has  not 
been  included  in  the  average. 

The  color  of  waters  is  expressed  by  nmnbcrs,  which  increase  witli  the  amount 
of  color.  Water  having  a  color  of  1.0  is  a  decided  yellowish-brown  when  seen  in 
small  bulk,  as  in  a  tumbler. 

In  the  microscopical  examination  of  the  waters  there  has  been  a  decided 
advance  from  time  to  time  in  the  methods  employed  for  determining  (luantitna- 
tively  the  number  of  organisms  present  These  methods  were  so  far  perfected 
on  Nov.  6,  1890,  however,  that  since  that  date  there  has  been  no  material 
modification,  and  the  results  given  in  this  report  are  therefore  comparable  with 
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thoso  of  the  last  two  months  in  the  last  report.  One  important  change,  however, 
has  been  made :  the  amount  of  so-called  Zodglcea  in  the  water,  which  was  for- 
merly Ignored  in  making  the  examinations,  is  now  determined.  As  the  masses  of 
this  substance  are  of  varying  size,  each  individual  mass  is  not  counted,  but  an 
area,  equal  to  2,500  square  microns,  or  .0025  square  millimeters,  has  been  adopted 
as  the  unit.  Owing  to  the  uncertainty  which  attaches  to  the  precise  nature  of  the 
substance  which  is  here  classed  as  Zo6glcea^  it  has  been  inserted  under  the  heading 
"  Miscellaneous,^*  rather  than  under  "  Fungi." 

The  present  method  of  determining  the  number  of  microscopical  organisms  in 
the  water  is  fully  described  in  a  subsequent  chapter  of  this  report. 

In  publishing  the  results  of  the  microscopical  examinations  the  same  system  is 
followed  as  last  year.  The  Plants  are  classified  in  four  groups,  viz. :  Diatomaceae, 
Cyanophycea?,  Alga?  and  Fungi.  The  Animals  are  grouped  as  Rhizopoda,  Infu- 
soria, Vermes  and  Crustacea 

The  names  of  the  different  genera  in  each  group  are  given  with  the  numbers 
of  each  per  cubic  centimeter,  except  that,  to  avoid  making  the  tables  excessively 
long,  they  are  omitted  when  present  only  in  very  small  numbers.  It  is  not 
feasible  to  make  regarding  omissions  a  single  rule  applying  to  all  cases,  because 
it  is  desirable  to  include  smaller  numbers  of  animals  than  of  plants,  and  of  the 
larger  animals  than  of  animals  generally.  Moreover,  there  are  exceptional  cases 
in  which  it  is  desirable  to  indicate  the  presence  of  even  very  small  numbers  of 
the  more  important  plants  or  animals.  Two  general  rules,  however,  have  been 
adopted  in  printing  the  results,  namely : 

1.  All  genera  of  Plants  are  included  in  which  the  total  number  observed  in 
twelve  months  amounts  to  6  or  more  per  cubic  centimeter,  or  in  other  words 
averages  as  much  as  0  5  per  month. 

2.  All  genera  of  Animals  are  included  in  which  the  total  number  observed  ' 
in  twelve  months  amounts  to  1.5  or  more  per  cubic  centimeter. 

The  larger  microscopic  animals,  such  as  some  of  the  Crustacea,  are  included 
even  when  present  only  in  very  small  numbers. 

Fractions  are  omitted  from  the  table,  the  nearest  whole  number  of  organisms 
per  cubic  centimeter  being  given.  Where  the  number  is  0.5  or  less,  the  fact  that 
the  organism  was  present  is  indicated  by  the  abbreviation  "  pr." 
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Water  Supply  of  Animjver. 
C'/icmical  ExamiiuUt'in  of  Water  from  IlaggeWa  Pond,  Awtovcr. 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


Water  Supply  of  Asiiburniiam.  —  Naukeao  Watf:k  Company. 

The  small  resoiToir,  fed  mainly  liy  springs,  which  was  ioiinerly 
the  source  of  supply  for  the  villafje  of  Ashlmrnhiun  has  been  in- 
creased in  size  l>y  building  a  higher  dam  and  deepeuin;:  the  rcser\-iiir 
to  a  maximum  depth  of  about  Kl  feet.  The  slopes  are  very  abrupt, 
and  much  of  the  reservoir  is  excavated  in  ledge.  The  length  of  the 
water  line  at  the  dam  is  190  feet,  and  the  distance  from  the  dam  to 
the  opposite  side  is  145  feet. 

Owing  to  seams  in  the  ledge  which  forms  the  bottom  of  the  reser- 
voir there  is  so  much  leakage  that  the  reservoir  does  not  fill.  It  is 
proposed  to  concrete  the  bottom. 
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ASHBURNIIAKf. 

Chentictil  ExantineUion  of  Waierfrom  Upper  Nawkeag  Pond,  Ashbiimham. 

Ncm.  — Tbli  pond  1*  notiweil  umourct  afpnbllo  water  rapplj. 
[Put!  par  1D0,0IM.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Athol. 
Chernical  Exnminalion  of  Water  Collected  at  the  Small  Reservoir  in  PhiUipsUM. 

[Parti  pal  100,000] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Large  Reservoir  in  Phillipslon. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

IHaiomucB,  AMttrioHfUa,  3V;  JfrJoiiru,  MO.    Cyuiophyeen,  Anatnnia,  S.MD;  C^rvocecait,  9. 
HlutlUiiKiiii,  XooeUra,  1,1(0.    Tool,  &,3§u. 
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ATHOL. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faucets  in  Athol,  tuppUed  from  the  Work* 
of  the  Athol  Water  Company. 

[PsH*  per  lAO.OM.] 
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MicroatMpical  Examination. 

No.  8004.  Dlitommcw,  .liteKmuJbi,  3.  CxtBaphjam,.  Aaabana,  ».  Uli« 
ToUl,  31«. 

Ko.SUO.  DIstomKOB.  Atttrlonella.  ST,  C^lolella,  1;  IHiitoma.  1;  3fele 
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AVater  Supply  op  the  Attleborouoh  Fihe  District, 

AxTLEBOROfGH. 

A  new  covered  tank,  30  feet  in  diameter  and  125  feet  in  height, 
has  recently  been  built,  thereby  furnishing  a  greater  pressure  for 
fire  and  other  pui'poses  throughout  the  town,  and  increasing  the 
storage  capacity  of  the  works.  The  old  tank  is  retained,  and  kept 
filled  with  water  directly  from  the  river  by  an  independent  pump. 
A  line  of  pipe  has  been  laid  from  this  tank  through  the  village  as  far 
as  the  railroad  station,  in  order  to  supply  locomotive  and  other 
boilers  with  the  river  water,  which  is  much  softer  than  the  water 
from  the  well. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1801  an  investigation  was  made  with  refer- 
ence to  obtaining  a  new  water  supply  •  for  the  tire  di,*(trict,  and 
many  samples  were  collected  from  tubular  test  wells  and  other 
sources  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  the  analyses  of  which  are 
given  in  the  tables  which  follow.. 
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ATTLEBOllOUGU. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  AUleborough  Fire  District, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  Teat  Wells  in  Attleborough, 
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ATTLEBOROUGH. 

The  first  eight  welli  are  located  in  the  Bungay  Valley,  In  or  near  the  Bungay  Swamp.  The  ninth 
well  i#  located  near  the  Seven  Mile  River. 

Of  the  wells  In  the  Bungay  Valley,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  are  located  in  the  Bungay  Swamp,  near  ltd 
southerly  edge  between  the  Providence  Di%'iBion  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  and  the  Bungay  River,  and 
are  nearer  the  town  than  any  other  of  the  wells.  No.  1  is  about  400  and  No.  2  is  720  feet  from  the 
railroad.  No.  3  is  between  No.  1  and  No.  2.  Nos.  1  and  2  were  driven  iu  1886,  and  all  the  other  wells  at 
the  time  the  investigations  were  made. 

No.  4  is  east  of  the  railroad,  and  a  little  farther  from  the  town  than  the  first  three.  It  is  in  a  small 
swamp  a  short  distance  from  the  main  one. 

No.  5  is  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  swamp,  west  of  the  railroad,  and  much  farther  from  the  town 
than  the  first  four. 

No.  6  is  at  the  westerly  edge  of  the  swamp,  more  than  a  mile  from  the  town. 

No.  7  is  in  the  swamp,  860  feet  east  of  No.  6. 

No.  8  is  also  in  the  swamp,  1,200  feet  south  of  No.  6. 

No.  M  is  near  the  Seven  Mile  River,  Just  above  the  point  where  it  flows  into  Orr*s  Millpond. 

The  water  from  several  of  these  test  wells  in  and  near  the  Bungay  Swamp  is  characterized  by  a 
disagreeable  odor,  resembling  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (probably  the  odor  is  due  mainly  to  the  presence 
of  carburetted  hydrogen),  and  by  the  presence  of  iron  in  solution  in  considerable  quantity.  The 
water  is  clear  and  colorless  when  pumped,  but  quickly  becomes  turbid  and  reddish  colored,  by  reason 
of  the  precipitation  of  oxide  of  iron,  when  the  water  Is  exposed  to  the  air.  The  odor  of  the  water 
gradually  disappears  on  exposure,  and  in  some  cases  may  have  escaped  detection  when  the  water  was 
examined  the  day  after  collection. 

The  water  from  the  test  wells  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  on  the  southerly  edge  of  the  swamp  became  turbid 
on  standing,  and  a  decided  odor  was  noticed  in  the  samples  numbered  7818,  7051  and  7810.  In  No.  7961 
the  iroo  was  detormliied  quantitatively,  and  found  to  be  0.665  parts  per  100,000  of  metallic  iron,  equiva- 
lent to  0.38  of  a  grain  per  gallon.  The  amount  of  pumping  done  before  collecting  the»e  samplss  was  as 
follows :  No.  7818,  five  hours  the  previous  afternoon  and  two  hours  in  the  rooming  before  collecting  the 
sample;  No.  7951,  five  minutes;  No.  7737,  six  hours;  No.  7819,  five  hours'  pumping  the  previous  after* 
noon  and  two  hours  in  the  morning  before  collecting  the  sample. 

The  sample  from  Well  No.  4,  which  is  just  east  of  the  railroad  and  in  a  small  swamp  separated  by 
some  gravelly  land  ftom  the  main  swamp,  had  also  a  decided  odor  and  contained  considerable  iron. 
This  sample  was  collected  after  eight  hours'  pumping. 

In  the  water  of  Well  No.  5,  which  was  sunk  in  hard  ground  a  short  distance  away  ttom  the  swamp, 
and  which  by  reason  of  its  location  was  con»iderably  polluted  by  drainage  from  a  farm-honse,  no  odor 
or  precipitation  of  iron  was  noticed. 

In  the  water  of  Well  No.  6,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rwamp,  no  odor  was  noticed,  and  the  amount  of 
iron,  which  was  determined  quantitatively,  was  quite  insignificant,  being  only  0.U22  parts  per  100,000. 
The  first  sample  from  this  well  was  collected  after  eight  hours'  pumping  and  the  second  sample  after 
pumping  only  a  short  time. 

Well  No.  7,  in  the  swamp  860  feet  east  of  Well  No.  6,  gave  water  which  contained  considerable  iron, 
which  precipitated  out  on  standing,  but  no  odor  was  noticed.  The  amount  of  Iron  in  No.  8124  was  0.370 
parts  per  100,000.    No.  8124  was  collected  after  four  hours'  pumping. 

Of  the  BHmples  from  Well  No.  8,  also  situated  in  the  swamp,  1,200  feet  south  of  Well  No.  6,  there 
was  a  distinct  odor  in  No.  8173,  which  contained  0.280  parts  of  iron.  Sample  No.  S172  had  no  odor  and 
contained  only  0.120  parts  of  iron.  No.  S172  was  collected  when  the  well  had  been  driven  ten  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  after  one  aud  one-half  hours'  pumping;  and  No.  8173  from  a  depth  of  twenty 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  after  one-half  hour's  pumping. 

Well  No.  9,  near  the  Seven  Mile  lUvor,  gave  water  without  odor  and  with  only  0.050  partt*  of  iron 
per  100,000. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  Test  Wells  in  Attleborough, 

[Number  of  organitims  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


—  - 

Sept. 

1  Aug. 

Aug. 

IHOI. 

1  Sept.  1  Sept. 

Sept. 

S^pt. 

Ort. 

Oct. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Nov. 

1 
Date  of  examination. 
Number  of  sample. 
Number  of    well,    . 

1 

7738 

1 

17 

7818 

1 

19 
7951 

1 

1770 

1  1 
7737  ' 

2  i 

3 

17 

7S19 

7901 
4 

5 

7902 

5 

0 

10 

•5 

26 

19 

79r.2 

6 

6 
800 1 

1 

16 
8124 

m 
1 

2 

21 

8270 
9 

ZoofiTloBa, 

2 

0 

1012 

184 

0 

882 

0 
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ATTLEBOROnOH. 

Chemical  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  Streams  in  Atlleborottgh,  made  dtiring  an 
Invesligaiion  with  reference  to  obUiining  a  New  Water  Supply  for  the  Atfte- 
borotigh  Fire  District. 

[furu  pel  100.000.] 


.„.o. 

'%'::^^r 

— ■ 

x„.™„ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

ii 

1 

Nov." 

nVv.  21 ' 

1 
V..lii[lil.|V.ii1gtl 

D.ia 

4.16 

i.W 

MOO.OlM.Oiai 

.WfK 

.D«0 

1.1 

tan 

KOT.OS 

NOT.K. 

V..llgbt.|v..llght. 

0.W 

3.8a 

1.36  1 

,1T 

_ 

•nr 

N-T.K 

KoT.SS 

v.iiighi-v..ughi.io.3o 

t.oo 

l.iO 

""•"■•"» 

.OOM 

.a. 

"" 

l.t 

Odor  of  eub.fBlullyTegeuble. Koi.SSW  ud  82T8  ware  coMeeUd  from  U»  Seven  UlleBlrar 

lit  ibon  Orr'i  Pond  nuc  Soulh  AtLleborougb.    So.  SITT  ith  wllecled  Irom  FoDi  Mile  Brook.  M 
nl  rowl  eroulDf  above  Orr'i  Pond. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  8JM.    D(«loin«ceB,  Dtalnma,  pr.    MlKSIJincDna,  Zooirtan,  pr. 

NO.B2T7.    Dlaiom»ceip.Z«a(uma,  2;  ffrommnlupAura,*;  JferiiHoji,  l;  5vn«dra,4.    Fungi,  (Jlm. 
Krti.  46.    UlicelbiDiJOUi,  Zoiglaa,  13.    ToUJ.  W. 


Water  Supply  of  Avon. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Waterfront  the  Well  of  the  Avon  Water  Works. 


J  J 
1  t" 
I      a 


ijii| 


I  i  f  i  i 


!    ^1 


Microaeopieal  Examinaiion. 

Water  Supply  of  Belmont, 

(See  Watertmcn.) 


Water  Supply  of  Beverly. 
(See  Salem.) 
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BOSTON. 

Water  Supply  op  Boston. 

SuDBUKV  RivEB  SuFPLY.  —  Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Cold  Spring 

Brook,  at  Head  ofBeservoir  So.  4,  Aihland. 

[PirM  par  100,000.] 


1>*M  » 

i,p»,«,.i 

"ii'^'ij;:' 

A.,™. 

i 
: 

■Ifl 

.a 
-St 

XnKMlH 

1 

1^' 

i 

1 

1 

.30 
.M 
-« 

.00 

.M 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

.0014' 

.mi; 

.». 

.0»3b' 
.0028 

1 

«(U3 

mo 

TMT 

Tan 
ns4 

F«b,  3  ,  Feb.  3 
Ibr.  3  1  U».  3 
Apr.  a  1  Apr.  *  ' 
U.r  4  1  H.7  0 

June  1 1  Jnoe  3  ' 
Jnly  1 '  J«li  ! 
Auk, a' Aug. ■! 
B.pi.i|aept.a^ 

Hot.  a  ;  Sot.  3 
Das.  Z    Dfc.  2 

Nod.. 
Kona. 
V..lliib.. 
V.illKhl 
V.  .light 

V.  .light 

V.illghi 

V.  .light 
V.illghl 
V.  .light 

V,. light. 
V.tllght.' 

V.  .light.' 

Tl«ry. 

Blight. 

V.-llgM. 
T.illghl. 

Slight. 

V.  .light. 
V.*llghi. 

4.W 

::: 

4.U 

1.4D 
3.M 

.DUt0,.Dl«0.OI4e 
.0008.0314  .U1«0 
.0000,. 0142  .DUO 
.O0oi.O!!(M  .0338 

,00«.0380.0W4 
,OU00 1.0323  .0310 

EjEE 

.oW.0001 
.DlOo'.ODOi 

.0040.0000 

.oozo|.ooo3 

.0030.0000 

.0010:. oooo 

.0360,0000 

1 

0 

■ 
i 

i 

4 
0 

.' 

ll 

iDctly  vagelablo,  HmteUmu 


Microscopical  Ezamimiiion. 


1 

1H»I. 

Homb.r  of  Mn.i,l«,       .     88M 

Veh.    M.r.  i  .\pr. 
0982  .  :06e  1  T180 

T373 

JaiK.'julj. 

S          2 

:a8T    T8II 

A^.,  select.  In...    d«. 

4          13          3            8 
7140     TSTl     ns;     8184       S3ST 

Dlatomacera,    . 

NHkul*,' .'       '. 
T.hdl.rla, 

I 
pr. 

9      ir 

494 

■J9B 

1 

i  \ 

1     !     ' 

!■       i|       !|     3Tt        t 
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Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  organlsmif  per  cable  centiraetor.] 


11191. 


Jan.  I  Feb.  ,  Mar.  i  Apr.  '  May.  i  June,  i  July. 

I  .  I  I  •  I 


PLANTS  — Con. 
AlgVB.    Cblorococcus, . 

Fungri*    Crenothriz,    . 


ANIMALS. 
InfUBorla,  . 

DinobryoD, 

Monaa, 

PeridiDium, 

Crustacea, 

Boaniina,  . 
Cyclop*,    . 


Mi9cellanevu9t  ZoogIu^a, 


Total, 


Aug.    Sept  I  Oct.  I  Nov.  i  Dec 


1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0  1 

1 
1 

0 ; 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0: 

0 

0 

ol 

1 

0 

0 

16 ; 

1 

60 

42 

1 

pr. 

5 

26 

40  ' 

1 

pr. 

0 

1 

pr. 

0 

pr. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

pr. 

1 

pr. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 
0 

pr. 

pr. 
pr. 


3  < 
0 
0  . 


o; 

o; 

0  < 


0 

0 
0 


pr. 


I 


0 

u 


25       64 


0      210        55 


37 


81  '    470  ,    334       152 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1  ;    pr. 

1  I        0 

0 


0 

0 


0 
0 


6 


64  !     84 


10 


97 


0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 


76  I      30 

I 


0 

0 
0 
0 


0 

0 


0 


Sudbury  River  Supply.  —  Chemical  Examination   of  Water  from  Reservoir 

No.  4,  Ashland,  collected  one  foot  beneath  tfie  surface. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Date  or 

1 

Appkakanck.          j 

,  KK»IDUK  OS 
1     EVArORA- 

Ammonia. 

NlTRoOKK 

l'                                        1 

1                                           ,...., 

TION. 

Art 

1         - 

».        •;    ' 

Albuminoid. 

1 
1 

Number. 

c               S 
.2       '        ■S 

♦*             1            1    •• 

1   :  5" 

1N9I. 

''1  §  '   i  '  ^ 

1,        1        1        ^        j    ®   1 

Total. 

3 

1 

Clilorlne. 

Nitrates. 
Nitrites. 

• 

i 

1    c 

1           1     1 
1           1     1 

1 
1 

6854 

•Tan.   1 

.Jan.  2 

V.»liKht.:v.slight.|0.80 

1  4.80 

1.90 

.0028 

.0200  .0220  .0040 

!  .26 

.0200  .0001 

1.7 

6963 

Feb.  2 

Ffb.  3 

V.Hllglit.  V.nllghi.i0.90 

1  3.;J5 

1.15 

.0010 

.0188. 0162  .0026 

.17 

.0120  .0001 

0.9 

7070 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  3 

V. slight.  V.MliKht.0. 40 

,  3.3.') 

1.25 

.0002 

.0116  .00S6  .0030 

.11 

.0070  .0002 

'  0.6 

7161 

Apr.  3 

Apr.  4 

Vullght.  V.Hlight.O.fi.-) 

1  3.60 

1.60 

.0000 

.Oi:U  .0118  .01M6 

.17 

.005«>  .0001 

0.8 

7273 

May   4 

May  :> 

V.*«light.  V.Hligbt.0.6.V 

;  3.30 

1 .  75 

.0002 

.0180  .0162  .0018 

.18 

.0060  .0000 

0.0 

7368 

(Fune  1 

.June  2 

Hiight.     Slight.    ;o.flo; 

1  2. SO 

1.30 

.0008 

.0218  .0186  .W:i2 

,  -1^ 

.(K)30  .0001 

0.8 

7513 

.Tilly  1 

Jnlv  2 

V.Hllght.  V'.HllKht.O.rn) 

■■  2.8,') 

1.40 

.<>004 

.0190.0148  .0042 

'   .16 

.0020  .iMIOl 

0.8 

7741 

Aiu{.  3 

-Vuji.  4 

Slight.      V^l•llght.  0.40 

'  3.  If) 

1.60 

.OOOo 

.0214. 0174  .OiMO 

.21 

.0030  .0000 

0.0 

7872 

.<ept.  1 

Hept.  2 

V.Hlight.  Slight.      0.30 

2.95 

1.75 

.00«»2 

.lV>t)4  .015fi  .0048 

.2(.» 

.0020  .0001 

0.9 

7988 

Oct.    1 

Oct.   2 

Slight.      Slit;ht.      0.3.'i: 

,  3.2.=) 

1.85 

.0000 

.0178  .0146  .0032 

.23 

.0070  .0000 

>  0.0 

818.') 

Nov.  2 

Nov.  3 

IMitlinct.  Slight.      0.34) 

•  3.«M) 

1.90  ! 

.«M)04 

.01  SO  .0164  .0(^2 

.24| 

.<M>50  .0000 

'  0.0 

8288 

Dec.  2 

Dec.  2 

V.Hllght.  V. slight.  0.40 

t 

;  3.00 

1.20  i 

1 
1 

.(K)0S 

.0182,. 0152  .WM) 

1 

.25 

.0020  .0002 

1 

,  0.8 

Av. 

•                                                  1 

' 0.53' 

3.24 

1 
1.55  1 

1 

.0006 

.0187  .0156  .0031 

1           1 

1 

.20 

1 
1 

.0002.0001 

1 

j  0.9 

_ 

1 

^ 

Odor,  gen<.>rally  very  faintly  vegetable  or  none. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  reservoir 

near  tbo  gate-house,  at  a  depth  of  one  foot  beneath  the  surface.    For  monthly  record  of  height  of  water 
In  this  rest>r\'oir,  see  table  at  and  of  Boston  analyses. 
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U03T0X. 

JUieroseopical  Examination  of  Ifuler  from  Reservoir  Ko.  4,  in  AMantI,  colleeUii 

one  foot  bnieatk  the  gurface. 


usu  «<3|TaT0  Ti«i  7r,3  ;3W  ;»i3  77n 


OlstomacMB, 


46       S       I       S 


GyADoiihyceEe.   ChroiVcacrns,  -       6       0       0       0       r    lit 
Algte. '    g      0       B      0  I     1    iir 
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0  I  pr.  I      0  I      I 


0        0        0        (I 
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D 

D 

t 
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pr. 
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1 
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1 
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1S     13E      13      n    ■ 


4      pi.         7     tM      rt  !     94      M 
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BOSTON. 

Sudbury  River  Supply.  —  Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoir 
No,  4^  Ashland^  collected  twenty  feet  beneath  the  surface, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


1 

Date  op 

1 

AFrSAlAMCB. 

:  Rbsidcb  oh 
£vAPoaA>   1 

T105. 

Ammokia. 

i 
1 

i.e. 

1 
|.25 

1  NiTROOBM 
AS 

Collection. 

Exam- 
ination. 

Turbidity. 

c 

a 

1 

1 

ToUl. 

e 
o 

Free. 

Albuminoid. 

Nitrates. 
Nitrites. 

• 

0 

as 

Total. 

DissoWed. 

Sus- 
pended. 

• 

• 

i 

5 

<»ft6 

1 
1S91. 

Jan.  1 ;  Jan.  2 

V. slight.  V. slight. 

0.00 

1 

3.90 

1 

1 

1.65 

;.0020 

1 

.0232!.  021  o!.  0022 

1          1          1 

.0200  .0001 

1 
1 

1.7 

eoM 

Feb.  2  i  Feb.  8  ;V.slighi.;V. slight. 

0.90 

•  8.95 

1.65 

1 

Loom'. 0202!. 0176Lo026' 

1            i            1 

.19 

.0100  .0001 

!l.l 

7071 

Mar.  2    Mar.  3  jV. slight.  V. slight. 

0.75 

1  3.90 

1.80  1 

.0008.0152.0132.0020 

1                    1                    1 

.19 

.0110  .0002 

1  o.» 

1 

7102 

Apr.  3    Apr.  4  ;  V.  slight.  V.  slight. 

0.65; 

;  3.30 

1.40 ; 

1.0006. 0140. 0128'. 0012; 

.16 

.0050  .0001 

0.0 

7274 

.May  4    May  5  ;V. slight. V. slight 

1               1 

0.60 

3.15 

1.55 

{.0004  .0172;. 0150  .0022 

1          < 

.18 

.0060  .0000 

10.7 

Av. 

i 

0.76 

3.64 

1.61 

'.0012  -0170  -01M  .(yv>o 

.19 

.0104  .0001 

1.1 

i 

— ..... 

1 

1  *•* 

! 

Odor,  generally  very  faintly  vegetable  or  none. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  reservoir 

near  the  gate-house,  at  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  beneath  the  surface. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


ISOl. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


March.    \     April. 


May. 


Day  of  exam t nation. 
Number  of  sample, 


3 
6855 


4 

6964 


5 
7071 


6 
7162 


12 
7274 


Dlatomacead, 

('yclotclla,     . 

Diatoma, 

Meridlon, 

Bt^pbanodiscus, 

Syncdrn, 


PLANTS. 


AlfiT®'    Zoospores,  . 
FunfiTl*    <-'ronothrix, 


9 

0 
0 
0 
9 
0 


pr. 


32 

10 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

28 

pr. 

4 

4 

pr. 


Inflisoria, 

Dinobryon.  . 
Peridlu'ium.  . 
Trachc'lomonos, 


ANIMAL8. 


Vermes-     Anuroa, 
Crustacea.    <  yolop*, 


Jfitcellatieou^,  Zoo;flaM,    . 


0 
0 
0 

pr. 


22 


0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

86 


pr. 

( 
( 

0 
0 


0 
0 
3 
0 
2 

2 

3 


5 
4 
0 
6 
24 


r. 

14 

0 

13 

r. 
0 

pr. 

pr. 


0 
0 
0 


pr. 


304 


11 


164 


ToTAi :il 


118 


314 


35 


206 
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BOSTOX. 

SiTiBUKY  Rn'KR  Supply. —  Chemicnl  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoir  So.  4, 

Ashland,  colkcted  near  the  bottom, 

[E'nrtsper  lOO.UOO.] 


1>ATK  OP 


APfKAKAXCE. 


'  KEHII>I'K  i»S 
;>    EVAPoRA- 
TIOX. 


Ammonia. 


a 

D 

as 


B 
3 


E- 

m 

M 


a 


o 


e 


c 
o 

-  ai 


Albamlnotd. 


Nitr<v;ex 

!l  AS 


"2 


I 


o 


68M 

0965 
7072 

Ties 

7275 


Jan.  1 
Feb.  2 
Kar.  2 
Apr.  3 
May  4 


91. 

Jan.  2  V.sIight.V.sllKht.  1.00  3.9.%  1.40 

1 

Feb.  3  XoDc.       V. slight.  0.9iV'  4.0.^1  1.40 

Mar.  3  V. slight.  V.sllKht.  0.80  3.iU  1.40 

Apr.  4  V.sllght.  V.slight.'O.Gi)'  3.46  1.65 

May  5  V. slight.  V. slight.  O.Vi  4.20  I.e.** 


I 


y. 


ir. 


it 


.0236 


.0210  .0026  .2.'»  I ' . 02:iO  . 0001 
.OH»s'.Ul76  .0022  .19  |  .0120  .0001 
.0178.0144  .0034    .27  i  .0110  .0002 


J 


.0034 

.003ft 

.0018 

I 
.0010  .0144  .0130  .0014    .1»  ,  .00r>0  .0001 

I  : 

.W0r2  .0162  .0140  .0022  .18  I  .0f)70  .0000 


1.7 
1.4 
1.4 
0.0 
0.9 


At. 0.75    3.77     l.:>0     .0020  .01S4,. 0160  .0024    .21    .0120  .U«j01     1.3 


Odor,  generally  very  faintly  vegetable  or  none. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  reservoir 

Jast  above  the  bottom,  near  the  ^ate-housc.    When  the  reservoir  is  full  the  sample  is  collected  forty 
feet  beneath  the  surface. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

[N'limber  of  org.inisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1N91. 


Jan. 


Day  of  examination, 3 

Number  of  sample, 63.^6 

PLANTS. 

DiatomaceeB, 22 

Dlatoma 0 

Btephanodiscus, V-\ 

Synedra, 0 

CyanophyceeB.   Chro<>coccuH,        ...  8 

FunfiTl.    Crenothrix, 0 

ANIMAL.^. 

Infusoria, 0 

Diaobryon, o 

Peridiuiuni u 

MiKrllan^nt^t  Zoi>glu^a, 20 

Total •>«.► 


Feb.  March.    ,     April.  May. 


4 
6065 

8 


5 
7072 


6 
7163 


12 


:27o 


0        1 

1 
0 

I 

4 

s 

,'i 

0 

pr. 

0       1 

pr. 

I 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0      , 

2 

5 

0 

I) 

1 

0 

0 

u 

pr. 

I)r. 

44 

162 

5 

134 

52 


ir-i 


10 


144 
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BOSTON. 

ScDBUKV  RiVEK  SvpeLT.—  Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Budburt/  Siver 
at  the  Upper  End  of  Beiervcir  A'o.  2,  Ashland. 

[PuU  per  100,000.] 
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BOSTON, 

Mkroseopiedl  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Seservoir  No.  2,  Framingham. 
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BOSTON'. 

SuDBVKV  River  Supply.  —  Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brooke 

at  Upper  End  of  Reservoir  No.  3,  Southborough. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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BOSTOX. 

SuuBVUY  River  Sufplt. —  Chemicnl  Examination  of  Water  from  Farm  Pond, 
Framingh  am. 
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BCWTOV. 

Oi^jiiiTL  ATE  Sl  TPLT  —  Chemical  Ezaminaiion  of  Water  from  Lake  CoehiiuaU  in 

Wnyland. 

[Pans  per  100.000.] 
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Micratcopieal  Examtnalion  —  Concluded. 

[SumtxT  or  oriuilNDiparcBbtcontlmctar.] 
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BOBTOX. 

CuciiiTL'ATE  Works,  —  Mierotcopical  Examination  nf  Waler  fn>\ 
the  Mmsachusettii  ImtiivU  of  Tcchitohgi/. 

[Knmbar  ot  orguhnu  [wr  cnbtc  ceutlmoWr.] 
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Mystic  Supplt.  —  Chemical  Exnmitiation  nf  Water  from  the  Abbajona  INixr 
at  WincheMer. 
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BOSTON. 

Microseopieal  Examination  of  Waler/rom  the  Abbajona  Biver  at  WincheMer  — 
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MrsTic  SverhY.—  Chemieat  Examination  of  Water  from  Myslie  Lake. 
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BOSTON. 

Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Myslk  Lake. 

[If  ambar  of  orgkniwiu  per  cable  CMtlneUr.] 
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BOSTON. 

Jamaica  I'ond  Supply.  —  Chemical  ExamiruUion  of  Water  from  Jamaica  Pond, 

collected  al  the  surface. 

[r«n>  pn  uM.oiu.] 
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Microncopical  Exianinalion  —  Concluded. 
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BOSTOX. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Jamaica  JPond,  collected  ten  feel  beneath 

the  surface, 

[Nambor  of  orgaDisms  per  cable  centimeter.] 


Day  of  ezuniDatloD, 
Namber  of  eamplc, 


PLANTS. 
DiatomaceeB,  . 


A^terlonella, 
Melotlra.  . 
NltzKchta. 
Synedra,  . 


Oyanophyceeo, 


Anabapna, 
Cbroouoccua, 


Alffn, 


Chlorococcas, 

Ciuiitcrlum, 

roMmarlum, 

pAlmella,  . 

pHndortiia, 

Pfd  taut  rum, 

Protncrtcrui, 

Itaphldium, 

Pci'D(Hle«mua, 

Btauraatrum, 


Funffi.    Creootbrlz, 


ANIMALS. 
Bhizopoda.    Dimuyia,    . 


Infusoria, 


DInobryon, 
Peridlulum, 


Vermes.    Routoriao  ova, 


Crustacea, 


Bosmlna,  . 
CyclofM,  . 
Dapbiita,  . 
Kutomoatracan  ova. 


Ml9ceiianeoua.     Zo()gloea, 


Total, 


18S1. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Feb. 


27 


14 
0090 


26 


t050 


6 

1 

0 

2,044 


0 
0 


t17 


lA 
4 

110 
0 
0 
3 

85 
4 

46 
0 


10 


294 


t,9N 

0 

18 

3 

2,080 


0 
0 


<11 

06 
2 

08 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

14 
0 


S,890 

0 

82 

0 

3,808 


to 

12 
8 


110 

0 
0 

58 
0 
0 
0 

40 
0 

12 
0 


Apr. 


Apr. 


8 


7044        7178 


80 
7255 


1 

1 
0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

pr. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

pr. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

pr. 

pr. 

pr. 

1 
pr. 

0 

0 

0 

pr. 
0 

pr. 
0 

pr. 
0 

"'i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 
17 


pr. 


pr. 
0 
0 


Hay. 


14 
7850* 


120 


68 


460 


1,537 

2,761 

601 

08 

U 

5 

11 

2 

2 

0 

23 

0 

1,428 

2,736 

406 

5 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

14 

0 

214 

833 

321 

0 

46 

48 

5 

17 

15 

58 

440 

176 

150 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

8 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

202 

72 

pr. 

7 

5 

0 

0 

0 

8 
1 


1 

pr. 
pr. 
pr. 


320 


2,573    ;   3.208    '  4,158    i   1,828    ,   4,086 


1,155 


May. 


28 
7S50 


a 

0 
0 
1 


0 
8S3 


718 

84 

24 

0 

SO 

1 

0 

116 

1 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


1,080 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


91 


BOSTON. 

Ckemical  Examination  of  Waicrfrom  Jamaica  Pond,  eolUeled  tuxnti/feet 
beneaih  the  gurface. 

IPirtt  per  100.000.] 
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BOSTOir. 

MieroKOpical  Examinntion  of  Waler  from  Jamaica  Pond,  coUecttd  twtTUy  fiet 
bcnealh  the  surface  —  Concluded. 

[ifumbTof  oroolans  p«r  on 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from  Jamaica  Pond,  coUeeled  thirty  feet  beneath 
the  turfaec. 
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BOSTON 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Wnter  from  Jamaica  Pond,  oolUeled  thirty  ftet 
btneath  Iht  surjarc, 

[Xunbar  of  orgiDliini  par  cubic  oanllmetar.] 
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BOSTOX. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from  Jamaica  Pond,  eolUetai  forty  feel  beneath 
the  turfaee. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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B08T0K. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[ITanibarDf  orfsnlami  per  cubic  ecnUnisicr.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Jamaica  Pond,  colUcttd  near  the  b 

[PirU  par  11X1,000  ] 
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B09T0?T. 

JUicrosMpieal  ExamiruUion  of  Water  from  Jamaica  ftind,  colleetcd  near  the  bollom. 

{Mnmbar  of  eiginlimi  pir  cubic  cinllnxlar.] 
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BOSTON*. 

Table  showing  the  Average  Monthly  Heights  above  lidc-marsh  level  of  the  Water  in 
the  Lakes  and  Storage  Bcservoirs  of  the  Boston  Water  Works,  from  which 
Samples  of  Water  were  collected  during  the  year  1S9I> 
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Water  Supply  of  Bkadford. — Buadfoud  Water  Compaxv. 

The  works  were  built  in  1890,  but,  as  the  supply  obtained  from 
them  was  somewhat  limited,  three  new  wells  were  added  in  1891, 
milking  eleven  in  all  connected  with  the  works.  There  are  now 
nine  wells  in  a  line  about  1,2^0  feet  long  on  the  southerly  shore  of 
Porter's  Island  in  the  Merrimack  River,  one  well  near  the  middle  of 
the  island  and  one  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the 
island.  Of  the  new  wells,  two  are  located  at  the  north  end  of  the 
line  of  wells  already  mentioned,  100  feet  apart  and  100  feet  from 
the  nearest  of  the  original  wells.  The  well  at  the  end  of  the  line  is 
24  feet  long,  12  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep ;  the  other  one  is  24  feet 
square  and  18  feet  deep.  The  third  new  well,  which  is  the  one 
near  the  middle  of  the  island,  is  23  feet  square  and  22  feet  deep. 
All  of  these  wells  have  wooden  curbs. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ihe  Welh  of  the  Bradford  Water  Company. 

[Pnil.  per  100,000.] 
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Mitro»copical  Sxatnination. 


Water  Supply  of  Braiktree. 


Tbe  Braintree  Water  Supply  Compnny'a  woika  were  purchnscd 
by  the  towu  of  Braintree  in  18UI. 


WATfiK   SCPPLT  OF  BbIDOEWATER    AND   EaST   BrTDGEWATER.  — 

The  Bridqewaters  Water  Companv. 
Description  of  Works.  — Tbe  sources  of  supply  are  four  wells 
located  on  the  east  bank  of  tbe  Town  River  in  Bridgewater.  The 
largest  well  is  oval  in  shape,  45  feet  in  length  and  18  feet  in  width 
inside.  It  is  17  feet  in  depth  below  the  ground  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  and  its  bottom  is  about  on  a  level  with  tbe  surface  of  the 
water  in  the  river  at  its  average  stage.  The  second  well  is  on  the 
down  stream  side  of  tbe  first,  and  ts  circular,  18  feet  in  diiimetcr  and 
18  feet  deep  l>elow  the  level  of  the  ground  about  it.  Its  bullom  is 
about  one  foot  below  the  average  lev.  I  of  water  in  the  liver.  The 
distance  between  the  first  and  second  wells  is  lU  feet.  These  were 
the  first  wells  constructed,  and  as  they  furni.sheil  only  a  limited 
supply  a  third  well  was  dug  about  80  feet  farther  down  strenni  and 
in  lower  ground  than  the  second.  It  is  10  feet  in  diameter  and  27 
feet  deep,  the  bottom  Iwing  about  14.5  feet  below  the  average  level 
of  water  in  the  river.  In  the  bottom  of  this  well  a  O-inch  tubular 
well  extends  to  a  farther  depth  of  8ti.5  fvet. 
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The  first  well  h  distant  nbout  200  feet  from  the  river  and  the 
third  well  134  feet.  To  still  farther  increase  the  supply  a  fourth 
well  WHS  added,  which  is  situated  about  36  feet  up  stream  from  the 
lat^e  well  first  described.  This  well  is  tubular,  6  inches  in  diameter 
and  i02  feet  in  depth. 

Water  is  also  drawn  into  the  large  well  from  a  spring  1,400  feet 
distant. 

There  is  a  direct  connection  with  the  river,  for  use  in  cases  of 
emergency,  but  to  avoid  using  river  water  a  small  reservoir  is  now 
being  constructed  which  will  intercept  the  water  from  several  large 
Bpriogs  which  flow  into  the  river  several  hundred  feet  up  stream 
from  the  wells  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  river. 


Ckemieai  Examinalioit  of  IFaler  from  the  Town  Bicer  at  Bridgcwaler. 
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ZoSglaa.tl.    TMil.lU. 


"Water  Supply  of  Brockton. 

In  1891  to  increase  the  pressure  in  the  city  a  pumping  station 
and  iron  tank  were  constructed  on  the  line  of  the  main  pipe  about 
3,500  feet  from  the  storage  reservoir.  All  of  the  water  is  now 
pumped  to  the  tank  which  is  62  feet  in  diameter  and  59  feet  4  inches 
ID  height,  and  open  at  the  top. 

The  water  supply  has  not  been  so  seriously  affected  by  disagree- 
able tastes  and  odors  during  the  past  two  seasons  as  it  was  during 
previous  years. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Salisburi/  Brook  at  Ihe  point  where  il 

enters  the  Storage  Reservoir. 

(Piiu  p«i  100,000.] 
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MicTOtcopical  Examiwdion  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  orgiDlinia  per  goblg  ccnllniMsr.] 
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Chtmk^  Examination  of  Water  from  Satifbury  Brook  Storage  Reservoir, 
collected  one  fool  beneath  the  turfaex, 
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MirJWcopical  Exatninalion  of  Water  from  SfHiabury  Brook  Storage  Reservoir, 
collected  one  foot  beneath  the  lurface. 
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Chimicat  Examination  of  Water  fnm  Salubury  Brook  Storage  HcMrvoir, 
collected  near  the  boltom. 

[PmrUperloa.DW.] 


... 

A«^.,X«. 

\\%'',TS.''.' 

i..o„. 

1 

..„,.„ 

3 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

r 

t 

Alliurulnuhl. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

5 

i 

AMO 

J.P.IS 

jU.m 

^ii.hi. 

v.Biiihi 

O.TS 

3.7S    i.ao 

.oiM.oiso 

.0008 

.WM.OOOO 

0» 

T»M    F.b.W   F«b.lTlKon«. 

v.. light 

D.46 

l-W     I.M 

.0013 

.OlM. 0100,. 002* 

-18 

^».|.», 

0.& 

T13D    IIir.lH  Uar.lT  ,V.illghu 

eiiibt. 

O.M 

3-» 

-■•«•■■■■•«■•» 

.!> 

■«•■"• 

0.* 

JIM  [Apr. 20  Apr.ai   Bllgbl. 

SlUbl. 

(»,.e 

i,« 

o,9a'.oQM.om.oo9«'«)40 

-M 

.».«« 

o.t 

■ml 

lil>ylS,il.f  10   DUtincI 

con... 

o.ia 

a.7S 

1.U    .000   .0370  .OIM. 0070 

.« 

.»„l.«. 

0.8 

J4U 

Jun.l5^Jtt«.l«  en„hi. 

co'sir 

[I.S» 

J.05 

i.:s. 0001.0238. 01-8. oo«o 

1.30  1. 0030. OSU. 0114  .'OUO 

.2i 

.oow'.oooa 

o.» 

TH8 

July20  Ju1y21   Slliihl. 

Cqi.1. 

o.so 

3.04 

,5fl 

.om  .0000 

0.3 

TNI 

&i>g-U  Aug.aJ  DUlLn» 

Bllghl. 

D.SI 

S.W 

1.3i'.00w'  O-iU.(Hl(l.0U34 

.W.™. 

0.8 

IKl 

Rppt.U  e«pi.lJ  IilrlaEL 

Coi... 

J.  74 

3.M 

..«.    .oooo,OMS.o«*.oo« 

.Sfl 

.ooooLoooo 

0.8 

BMU 

0«   ..  0«.1.8»,b.. 

Coi».. 

D.U 

a.05 

..»  I.o^^'AosiJ.u^uLdmu 

.M 

.oioo'.oooi 

82U 

Nn..  «    yoir.lo'silKbl. 

..«,. 

0.75 

>.T.    I.«J.03MJ.0^.«» 

-M 

.0100 

.0000 

BSS3 

DteU   D««.]i 

eiiijhi. 

-t: 

3.U 

1.90    -OWa. DIM  .Olig,. 0030 

— 

.OD02 

0.5 



-.^ 

=— 

-^=- 

-^— 

^— 

-^^ 

= 

vegfinblr,  frrquently  non*.  On  briiinff.  Km.  7-^2.  7-tl)  ud 
.nry  ill-iign.'e>blii.^Tbi>nnipLei  were  culLucLvil  fium  Ihu  r 
I'J  r<ti;t  tivucBtb  tbe  (urfacs. 


Mieroicopical  Examinaiion. 

[N'uiDbor  of  or^uiUiDA  p4r  cublfl  eeritlmcl 


■  HUI. 

J.n. 

Feb.    Hir.  API. 

my 

June  July. 

.„. 

s^u 

7,1  Ti-. 

M 

18 

IS 

22 

10 

II 

31 

. 

IS 

Number  of  smnplc.      .... 

■" 

-010 

■130 

7'iM 

73« 

ItS4 

Wig 

"" 

TBMiXMO  8343 [8333 

P[,.1NT8. 

Dlktomftcen I             tO    1« 

m    M  41) 

m 

1,481 

flt  STl  m 

HI; 

IT 
0      a 

u 

■18 

1 

8      M     lOJ 
lir,              ,,r 

128  '    ii       3.1 

S!^,  :    :    :    :    :,  ! 

g 

* 

M 

,a 

(» 

p.. 

37:: 

,.;;. 

,S:S    S 

104  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doo. 

BROCKTON. 

Micr<.sfopii-a/  Examtnalion  nj  Wtdtr  from  SaliKtmry  Brook  Storage  Re^treoir, 
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Chemical  Examination  of  SampUefrom  the  Broeklon  Draitu. 
[Paru  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WtUerfrom  the  SaHsbury  Flatix  Biver,  below  Broeklon, 
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iticroscopieal  Exaininaiion. 

Dlnlomiieim,  m/((snia.  1;  XaHcula,  pr.    Puii(l.  Crrnof&rte,  S4.  Iufnuttn,  Xofltna,  t;  ifonai.pt.; 
iMrfiniuni,  1;  JfRuni,  1,  CrustMra.  Cgclopt.st.    UlacelliDeou*,  ZoojIaa.Z;.    Tola],  M. 

Water  Supply  of  Brookline. 
Works  for  an  addilionul  supply  foi-  the  town  were  built  in  1890 
and  1891.  They  consist  of  44  two  and  one-half  inch  tubular  wella 
sunk  in  the  low  land  on  both  sides  of  Charles  River,  not  far  from  the 
present  Glter-gjilleries  at  Cow  Bay,  West  Roxbury.  The  wells  vary 
in  depth  from  16  feet  to  67  feet,  averaging  35  feet.  Of  the  44  wella, 
20  are  on  the  right  or  east  bank  of  the  river,  the  first  one  being 
.  located  within  200  feet  of  the  pumping  station.     They  are  connected 
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with  a  ciist-iTOD  pipe  24  inches  in  diumeler,  wbit-h  runs  from  the 
pumping  Htution  in  k  general  direction  a  little  soutii  of  wc^t,  for  ii 
distiince  of  about  2,500  feet.  Of  this  distance  about  1,250  feet  are 
on  tbe  rigbt  or  east  bank  of  the  river,  while  about  1 ,000  feet  are  on 
the  left  or  west  bank,  the  river  being  at  this  point  aliout  250  feet  in 
width.  The  wells  are  driven  on  both  sides  of  the  twenty-four  inch 
pipe  at  distances  of  from  5  to  10  feet  from  the  pipe,  aud  15  to  50 
feet  from  each  other  on  the  same  side  of  the  pipe. 

During  1891  water  flowed  liy  gravity  from  the  new  system  into 
the  pump-well  at  the  pumping  station  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fur- 
nliih,  in  addition  to  the  witter  from  the  filter-galleries,  all  the  water 
required  by  the  town.  Water  will  be  pumped,  however,  from  the 
Dew  systcDi  into  the  puni|vwell  at  the  pumping  station  whenever  the 
natural  flow  from  the  wells  is  not  enough  to  make  up  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  supply  from  the  filter-galleries. 

Water  Supply  of  Cambiiidoe. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fresh  Pond,  in  Cambritli/e. 

[Piru  per  100,000.] 
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Microacoiiical  Examination  of  Water  from  Frtih  Potul,  in  CaniOridgc. 

[Xumbar  of  arfknlmuparCDblacnllBMiir.] 
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Chimiieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook,  inhere  it  enlen  the  Storage 
Besertoir  of  the  Cambridge  Water  Works,  in  Wallham. 

[Paru  par  100,000.] 
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Microaeopieai  Examination. 

[IfUDbar  ot  orgiiDliiiii  par  cable  cenllnwU 
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Microieopical  Examination —  ConcixxAei. 
[Nnmbtr  of  organUni*  per  coble  m 
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ChemictU  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook  Storage  Reaeri 
Water  Worki,  in  Wallkam. 

(l>srt>periaa.O>X>.] 
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CAHBRIDQE. 

Micron- opirnl  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  Stony  Brook  Storage  Reservoir,  Cam- 
bridge Water  Works,  in  Wallham. 

[Kambar  at  orgmnlnu  par  eabts  asnU malar.] 
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Ill 


CAMBRIDGE. 

Table  shoiving  Heights  of  Water  in  Fresh  Pond  and  Stony  Brook  Reservoir  at  (he 
times  when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  Jor  Analysis. 

[neltebtR  are  In  feet  above  Cambridge  city  base  ] 
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Stout  Hrook.    Kullwav,  8I.0(i. 
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j  November  3, 
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81.21 
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80.46 
74.00 
73.37 
75.86 


Water  Supply  of  Chelsea. 

(See  Boston^  Mystic  Works.) 

Water  Supply  of  Chicopee. 

The  town  of  Chicopee  became  a  city  in  1891,  and  l)v  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  the  Chicopee  Falls  and  Chicopee  Central 
Fire  Districts  were  abolished,  the  portions  of  the  water  works 
owned  by  these  districts  becoming  the  property  of  the  city.  The 
diflferent  portions  of  the  city  are  still  supplied  with  water  by 
private  companies,  as  heretofore. 

Proposed  Water  Supply  of  the  Village  of  Willimansett 

IN  Chicopee. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Powdtrhorn  Brook  in  Chicopee,  the  Prr posed 

Source  of  Supj)ly  for  (he  Village  of  Willimansett. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Datk  of 


Appkarance. 


-  s. 


2 


8378 


1 
18  91. 

Dec. 29   Dec.  31  iJsone.      ISIlght. 


e 
s 


CO 


0.03 


HRsinra  ox 
Evai'oka- 

TH>X. 


—      I     '-  se 

f   '  i" 


2.95     0.40 


Ammonia. 


_A2bumIiiold.  _ 


"    '     S    i§^ 


I 


.0000  .0014  .0010  .0004 


KiTROOEX 
AS 


.  11        ! 
5  'l    is        5 

S  II   =    I   = 


O    |l     V. 


/; 


.10 11.0020  .0000'  0.5 


Odor,  none ;  on  heating,  very  faintly  vegetable. The  sample  wos  collected  fiom  the  brook. 


No  organisms. 


Microscopical  Examination. 
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Water  Supply  op  Clinton  asd  Lakcaster. 
Chemical  Examination  oj  Waterfront  Wtkepeke  Brook  in  Sterling. 

[PnrU  ptrlOO.MO.] 
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Mieroicopieal  Examination. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ueywood't  Pond,  SUrling. 

[HHttparlOO.OOO.] 
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CLINTOX. 

Chemical  ExamiruUion  of  Water  from  East  Waushacum  Pond^  SLerluig. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none,  be(*oraing  fainlly  vegetable  on  heating. The  fiaiuple  waa  collected  from  the  pond  at 

tta  outlet,  wlih  reference  to  ita  uhc  as  an  additional  source  of  water  supply  for  Clinton. 


Microscopical  Examination. 
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Water  Supply  of  Cottaoe  City.  —  CoTTACfE  City  Water 

Company. 

Chemical  Ex<tminatioH  of  Water  from  the  Springs  of  the  Cottage  City  Water 

Company, 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Odur,  none. The  sample  waa  collected  from  the  pump-well,  at  the  pumping  station. 


Microscopical  Examination. 

Dlatomacen,  Tabtllaria,  3.    Fungi,  JfotJ*,  pr.    Miscellaneous,  Zovgloea,  pr.    Total,  3. 
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DALTON-. 

\Vater  Supply  of  Dalton  Fire  District,  Dalton. 
Chemieat  Examinalion  of  Wiiler  from  Egypt  nnd  Burr  Biooka,  Dalton. 

[■■irUpor  100,000.] 
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Water  Sdpply  of  Dakvers. 

Cftont'cif/  Examination  of  Water from'JUiddleton  Pond,  Middteton. 
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DANTKBa. 

ificroseopical  Examination  of  Waiei  from  Miiidteton  Pond,  Middleton. 

[ITnmber  d(  ar(Ulini  p«r  Mbit  cgnllmater.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Dediiam.  —  Dediiam  Water  Cojipanv. 
A  second  iron  tank  was  built  in  1890.     It  is  42  feet  in  diameter 
Lod  51  feet  liigh,  and  open  at  the  top. 
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eakt  bbidgewateb. 

Water  Supplt  of  Eabt  Bbidgewateb. 

(See  BnJgtraUr.) 


Water  SupTLr  of  Eastuampto!!. 
In  1891,  during  investigiitions  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
s  new  supply  of  water  for  the  town,  esniples  of  water  were  collected 
from  several   hrooka  and  Btreams  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  the 
analyses  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


ClumictU  Examination  6f  Water  from  vari//u»  $ouTc€t  in  Eaalhamptan, 
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,  EASrnAMPTON. 

MUroacopieal  EzaminaNon  of  Water  from  varioM  lourees  in  Eatlhaniplon. 

[^Timber  or  orgwluw  per  cable  ontlmeter.] 
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EASTON. 

Water  Supply  of  Nohth  Easton  Village  Disteict,  Easton. 

Tlie  water  for  supplying  thia  Tillage  is  pumped  from  a  well  as 
heretofore,  but  witha  view  to  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  works 
a  small  stomge  reservoir  -has  been  constructed  in  the  valley  about 
100  feet  above  the  well.  This  reservoir  is  f>  feet  deep  and  was 
carefully  prepared  for  the  reception  of  water  by  the  removal  of  sll 
vegetable  matter  and  by  excavating  to  the  depth  above  mentioned. 
The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  5,000,000  gallons.  At  a  depth  of 
5  feet  Iwneuth  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  a  system  of  pipes,  laid 
with  open  joints,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  filtered  water.  A  pipe 
with  tight  joints  has  also  been  laid  from  the  Lincoln  spring,  above 
the  reservoir,  to  the  well.  The  original  well  has  furnished  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  water  up  to  the  present  time,  so  that  there  has  been 
DO  occasion  to  take  water  from  the  pipes  beneath  the  reservoir.  A 
second  small  storage  resen'oir  has  heea  built  above  the  tirst  one  and 
was  filled  in  December,  1891. 


"Water  Scfplt  of  Everett. 
(See  BoUon,  Mystic  WorU) 


Falmouth. 
Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Long  Pond,  Falmouth. 
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pitchbubg, 
Water  Supply  of  Fitchburq. 
CAetuical  Examination  of  Water  from  Heotl  Reiervoir,  Fttckburg. 
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FITCH  BXTIO. 

Mtenstopical  Examinalion  of  WfUer from  Seotl  Reservoir,  Fitchtmry — Concltuled. 
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FITCH  BfRG, 

Mierosoopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Falulah  hegervoir,  FUchburg. 


IM 

eoit.     Ocl.  ,  Nor.  1  IMC, 

Juv. 

""■I"- 

A»l. 

«v. 

Jdljr. 

Adg, 

Kumbcr  of  juiinple,   . 

wa; 

7». 

» 

7«1 

TMO 

MM 

80 

a) 

78M 

"^"■r' 

"1     ^ 

Dtatomaoen,     . 

Ar>|pr1nrie]la, 
JHlIumi,       . 
Mrlwi™.      . 

BjlU'rir,,       .         .         . 
'IVtKlkrii,  . 

Cyknophycete,  . 

SfSKXr  : 

r.'.Flu'pherliiin,  '. 

Al»« 

n-l  rj- COCCI  i«.       . 

a'i'»urMlriini',       .'        ; 

Pungl 

UoW. 

t 
\ 

> 

0 

; 

\ 

B 

I 
I 
I 

\ 

B 

« 
0 

B 

0 
4 

0 
0 

« 

I",- 

0 

0 
B 

n 
H 

10 

« 

IB 
0 

"! 

B 

B 

n 

I 

\ 

pr. 
B 

1 

0 
95 

B 
B 

m 

«u 

w 

1 

IIM 

4a 

pr. 

9,133 

B 

IB 

pr. 
Tt 

'" 

B 
u 

1 
t ,      1 
0        0 

pr.  '        B 

B  ,        B 
0          0 
3  j        0 

ASlMAI-a.              1 
iDftiBorla,     .       .       .  ,     II 
nii>al.rvnn, ...  1        0 

mXT'  :    :    :j    S 

Verm»B.        .       .       .  1       o 

ilZo^UoV..:    :     I 

CruBt&cea,  .      .      .  i      e 

as,™..;.,  :i    ! 

a 

B 

0 
B 

0 
0 

a 

B 

1 

a 

pr, 
pf. 

B 

b 

1) 
B 

0 
0 

* 
3 
pf. 

■"6 

,             1 

17B      pr.  1       B  1       B 
2          0  1        0  1        • 

B  1      B        g  1      0 
B        a        0  ,      B 

MlKtllltH'Btit.      Zoi'.ghpil 


I  MB  I   ir  in    m  ]    h  '    t    sn  |  tii 


:-,..| 


122  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

FIXCHBUBS. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ootrlook  Eesermir,  Filchburg. 
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FITCH  Btma. 

Chetaieal  Examinaliott  of  Waltr  from  Fondt  and  Brooks  in  WtslmittHer,  made 
during  an  InveMigaiionfur  an  aUditionai  Water  Supply  for  Filehtnirg. 

[Piru  par  100,000.] 
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FITCHBUR6. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Overlook  Reaervoir^  Filchburg, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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FITCHBUBG. 

Chejnieal  ExaminrUhn  of  WaUr  from  Po7Uls  and  Brooks  in  Wettmiiuler,  made 
dtirinif  on  InvesHyationfur  an  aiidUionai  Water  Supply  for  FUcMiurg. 
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FITCHBURG. 

MicroscopiccU  Examination  of  Water  from  Ponds  and  Brooks  in  Westminster,  made 
during  an  Investigation  for  an  additional  Water  Supply  for  Fitchburg  — 
Concluded. 

[N'amber  of  organisms  per  cable  centimeter.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Foxbououoh  Water  Supply  District, 

foxborougii. 

Description  of  Works.  —  Population  of  the  town  in  1890,  2,933. 
The  works  are  owned  by  the  Foxborough  Water  Supply  District, 
and  wat^r  was  introduced  Dec.  22,  1891.  The  source  of  supply 
is  a  system  of  tubular  wells  located  north-east  of  the  village  of 
Foxborough,  between  Mechanic  Street  and  the  Neponset  Reservoir, 
and  not  far  from  Chestnut  Street.  The  system  consists  of  24  two- 
inch  tubular  wells  varying  in  depth  from  30  to  5<5  feet.  Water  is 
pumped  from  the  wells  to  the  town  and  to  a  covered  iron  tank 
20  feet  in  diameter  and  120  feet  in  height.  Distributing  mains  are 
of  cast  iron.     Service  pipes  are  of  wrought  iron  lined  w^ith  cement. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Tiibular  Wells  of  the  Foxborough  Water 

Supply  District. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  sample  was  collected  while  pumping  from  24  wells. 
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fHAMINGnAM. 

Framingham  Water  C-ompakv. 
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PRAMnJGHAM. 

Chemicai  Examiaalion  oj  Water  from  the  Underdrain  bertecUk  the  Seiners  at 
Framingham. 

Kon.— TheM  inslf h»  ««n  mada  bj  Iha  ettf  ofBoalOB. 
[Puu  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Eseaminalion  of  Sewage  from  Framinghat 

[Parta  par  lOO/MO.] 
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FRAMINGHA.H. 

MxcTWCOpicnl  Examination  of  Setcage  fnm  Framingham. 
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waa  fllierrd  •  aetoi.d  time.    Vo.  'liO  eoitslDed   11  bacteHa  ajid  Ko.  'BOO  four  bacteria  per  cubic 
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FRAMIXGHAM. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluaitfrom  the  Framingham  Filter-Beds. 

[Number  of  organUma  per  cable  centimeter.] 


1S9I. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

1 
July.    July. '  July. 

1  Aug. 

1 

Aug. 

Day  of  examination, . 

Number  of  aample, 

16 
7205 

16 
7206 

750S     7504  1  7505 

12 
7770 

26 
7860 

ZoOtfloia, 

8 

1 
5         1         1  ,       < 

114         t 

Chfmtical  Examination  of  Unpolluted   Oroimd  WtUer  from  a  Flowing  Tubular 

Well  near  the  Framingham  Filler- Beds, 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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1' 

1' 
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s 
.1 
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Chlorine. 
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•22  , 

KlTRoOkM 
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IS 

tm 
mm 
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y<, 


.0100 
.0100 


.0000 
.0000 


8 

o 

a 


1.3 
1.9 


Odor,  none. The  aiimpiea  wore  collected  from  a  t<'at  well  in  the  Hold  on  which  the  newage  of 

Framinvham  in  dlwpoMKl  of  by  hitration.    Thi*  well  i",  howf>ver,  in  a  portion  of  the  field  not  yet  affected 
by  the  itewage.    No.  7768  contuined  56  bacteria  and  Xo.  78.')0  one  b;icicr1um  per  cubic  centimeter. 


No  organism!. 


Microscopical  Examination. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Bannister  Brook  below  the  Framingham 

Filler- Bids. 

[Part*  per  100,000. ] 


a 
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T207 
7858 


DATS  or 


ArPEARANCK. 


c 

1 

§ 


B 

o 

.i 

m 

K 


ISfll. 

.11' Apr.  13 
.25  Aug. 26 

i  I 


• 

K 

.• 

•5 

s 

a 

• 

.a 

I 

V.  alight. 

Blight. 

1.0 

Slight. 

Con*., 

1.7 

rusty. 

Hk^ihck  on 
evaimika- 

TKlN. 

I         c 

I      5 
•         ^  i* 


Ammonia. 


I  NlTBOOkN 
AS 


Albuminoid. 


I 


■g     I     *  9  ^ 


I 


-    '  "2 


;  c     c       ^ 


.0018  .0160  .0140  .0020    ..11    .0100  .0000     1.6 
7.75     3.25     .0032  .0o22  .U3U0  .0022    .'oA    .0«»70  .0000  I  2.5 


Odor  of  No.  7207,  distinctly  vegetable;  of  No.  7'iJ.*)S,  none. The  f^nmplus  were  colle«-tf(l  from  the 

brook  at  the  first  rond  crosalaic,  below  th^  field  uned  as  a  place  of  seuacc  dirtposal  by  the  tuwn  of  Fruiu- 
Ingham.    Nu.  7207  cuuialned  337  and  No.  785:}  1,254  bacteria  per  cubic  cuutimutvr. 


Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  7207.  Dlatomac«»,  THatoma^  6;  Melonira,  2;  M^rl'fintt,  ♦W;  Xarimla,  26;  Piumilnrin^  1; 
8^ne.dra,2^\  TuhrUarhi,3.  Alvfm,  Cio»tfrinm,pr.  Funifi,  nrggiatou,  \}r.\  Crfnothrijr,M.  lulusorla, 
Trarhel^monan.  pr.    Uiscellaneons,  Zooglutt^  118.    Total,  2A1. 

No.  7 !<.')«.  DiutomacesB,  Cumb^lUt^  pr.;  Xftritiiln,  1.  Algin,  SCauraftrum,  pr.  Fungi,  Cnnothrix^ 
641.    lufusorla,  Jlunat,  1.    MlscvUauuous,  ZoUgliMUt  7.    Tot.ii,  OjU. 
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GARDXER. 

Water  Supply  of  Gardner.  —  Gardner  Water  Company. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Works  of  the  Gardner  Water  Company. 

[Paru  per  100,000.] 


Datb  op 


a 

s 


• 

• 

a 

o 

o 

M 

a 

.  S 

S 

a^ 

§ 

7447 

7448 


18 

June  15 

June  15 


7449    June  16 


91. 

June  16 

June  16 
June  16 


Appsabakce. 


9 


a 


o 
o 


V.  alight. 
V.  slight. 
None. 


KK«IDI7K  om 

EVAPOKA- 

TION. 


Amxonu. 
Albuminoid. 


1 1  . 


5S.  '  I 


CO 


CJ 


None.       0.02,    2.85  i  0.85  ,  .0000|.0132  .0108  .0024  !  .16 


V.«light.0.02|  2.85  I  0.85     .00081.0130.0110.0020 
None.       0.03,  3.15  '  0.85  ';'. 0012*. 0004  .0076  .0018 
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m 

is 

m 

e 

H 

ii 

r! 

:a 

'A 

.0070 

1 
i 

.0001 

s 


n 


.0070.0001, 

I        ! 

.0080.0000, 


0.8 
0.6 
0.8 


Odor  of  Not.  7447  and  7448  faintly  vegeUble;  of  No.  7449  distinctly  musty. Nos.7447  and  7448 

were  collected  from  the  middle  of  Crystal  Lake  opposite  the  pumplng-statlon,  the  former  being  col> 
looted  from  near  the  surface  and  the  latter  from  near  the  bottom,  the  depth  at  this  point  being  about 
fifteen  feet.    No.  7440  was  collected  from  a  tap  near  the  dead  end  of  a  six -Inch  pipe  on  High  Street. 


Microscopical  Examinaiion, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


Juno. 


11191. 


June. 


June. 


Day  of  examination. 
Number  of  sample, 


Distomaceee, 


PLANTS. 


Asterlonella,  . 
Navicula, 
Stephnnodlscus, 
Synedra, 


Cyanophyceee.    Cwlospheerlum, 
AlereB 


Chlorococcud, 
Botrycoccus,  . 
Cosmariura,  . 
Staurogeuia,  . 


Bhizopoda, 


ANIMALS. 


Actinophrys, . 
Trachclomonas, 


MUcellaneona.    Zoogloea, 


Irt 
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16 
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m 

48 

U 
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0 


3 

3 
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0 


1 

1 

0 
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44 

pr. 
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1 

pr. 

18 

4 

0 

0 

14 


0 
0 


44 


16 
7449 


27 

1 

0 
10 

7 


0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


Total, 


'241 


261 


27 
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GLOUCESTER. 

Water  Supply  OF  Gloccestek  —  Gloucestek  Water  CoMPANy. 
Chemical  Examinatiun  of  Wider  from  Dike's  Brook  Storage  Seservoir. 

[Puru  pur  100,000.] 
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dlugRHbls.  loniirtlaiw  none Tbt  amnplfa  vere  collaeied  from  ■  hue* 

•rhUa  panplng,  vllh  tbe  oioopUOD  ol  No.  7SM,  wblcb  waa  collaeled  from  Iha  i 


Microseopieal  ExamintUion. 

amb«r  of  arnanlimi  par  enblo  centlmeler.] 


Day  al  *i 
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OLOnCESTBB. 

Mieroseopir<U  ExamiiuUion  —  CoDcluded. 
[Nwabtr  «(  ergiDltmt  par  eabis  «DlliDsl<r.] 


Jul  Feti.  i  Mir.  A|v. 

MMi.Uaat. 

Joly.Ai*,   9.pt 
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0*0. 
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M 

Ml 

Water  Supply  of  Gkafton.  —  Ghafton  Water  CoMPAKr. 

An  addition  imn  been  made  to  these  works  by  sinking  a  tubular 
well  6  inches  in  diameter  and  97  feet  in  depth,  between  the  pump- 
ing station  and  the  Quinsigamond  River.  This  well  was  added  to 
the  works  in  1889,  but  was  not  used  until  1891.  It  is  mostly  in 
rock,  only  the  upper  15  feet  being  in  earth. 


Water  Supply  of  Great  Barrington. 
The  works   of  the  Great  Barrington  Water  Company  and  of  the 
Berkshire  Heights  Water  Company  have  been  purchased  by  the 
town. 

Water  Supply  of  Haverhill. 
The  city  of  Haverhill  purchased   the  works  of  the  Haverhill 
Aqueduct  Company  in  1891. 
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hinsdaub. 

Water  Supplt  op  Hinsdale  Fire  Districtt,  Hinsdale. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Sesercoir  of  the  Himdale  Fire 

DUtricl. 


[P.rt.p.r  100.000 
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U»  Tiling*. 

MicroKopical  Examtitaiion. 

So.  744S.    DlilDiaKcrn,  Pialoma,  3.    Algn,  ailorvencmm,  i.    Fungi, 
IMnD»ryun,  ZS8.      Traclirlomma:  X.     Vrrmpa.  ^nurra.  .1.     Mlui-tl 

No.  8ISI.    DIatomaceiF,  (V 
lueoDi,  Zvo^Jaa.t.    Total,  1,1] 

Water  Supply  op  Holliston. — Holliston  Water  Company. 
Description  of  TForA^.  —  Population  in  1890,  2,619.  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  Holliston  Water  Company.  Water  was  introduced 
about  May  1,  1891,  The  source  of  supply  is  a  large  well  situated 
in  the  valley  of  Jar  Brook,  in  the  villuge  of  East  Holliston.  The 
well  is  situated  about  200  feet  northweat  of  Washington  Street, 
between  that  street  und  a  mill-pond  known  as  Talbot  Pond.  The 
total  distance  from  the  street  to  the  pond  is  approximately  600  feet. 
The  well  is  2(i  feet  in  diameter  and  about  30  feet  deep,  and  contains 
about  24  foet  of  water  when  not  drawn  upon.  The  lower  8  or  10 
feet  is  in  ledge.  The  well  is  covered.  Water  is  pumped  from  the 
well  to  the  distributing  mains,  the  surplus  going  to  an  open  iron 
tank,  30  feet  in  diameter  and  60  feet  in  height.  In  1890  the  water 
company  constructed  a  small  storage  reservoir  on  Jar  Brook,  between 
Talbot  Pond  and  the  well,  the  shore  of  the  reservoir  being  at  one 
point  wilhin  15  feet  of  the  welt.  A  pipe  is  laid  from  the  reservoir 
to  the  well,  so  that  water  may  be  drawn  from  the  reservoir  when 
necessary.  The  greatest  depth  of  the  reservoir  is  about  8  feet  and 
its  bottom  is  cleared  of  soil  and  muck  and  covered  with  gravel. 
Distill mting  mains  are  of  cast  iron ;  service  pipes  are  generally  of 
lead,  but  a  few  are  of  iron. 
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nOLLISTOX. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Holliston  Water  Company. 

[Parts  por  100,000.] 


Datk  of 
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Odor  of  No.  7867,  none;  of  7868,  unpleasant. Sample  No.  7867  was  collected  from  the  well 

No.  7868  was  collected  from  a  faucet  In  a  house  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  well. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

No.  7867.    Fungi,  Crtnothrix,  4. 


Water  Supply  of  Holyoke. 

The  additional  storage  reservoir  on  Whiting  Street  Brook,  of 
which  a  general  description  is  given  in  the  special  report  upon  the 
Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  page  153,  was  completed 
early  in  the  fall  of  1890  and  tilled  during  the  succeeding  winter 
and  spring.  Provision  has  been  made  for  drawing  water  from  this 
reservoir  at  the  bottom  through  the  waste  gates,  or  from  mid-depth 
through  a  pipe  passing  through  the  dam  near  its  southerly  end,  or 
by  means  of  a  system  of  pipes  laid  beneath  the  bottom  of  the 
reservoir  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  filtered  water.  In  no  case, 
however,  is  water  taken  directly  from  the  reservoir  to  the  city,  but 
it  flows  into  a  small  reservoir  situated  on  the  same  brook,  a  short 
distance  down  the  valley,  from  which  a  pipe  leads  to  the  city.  The 
overflow  from  the  storage  reservoir  also  goes  into  this  small  reservoir. 
The  pipe  system  beneath  the  reservoir  is  not  now  used. 
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HOLTOKE. 

Chemical  Examtnalion  of  Water  Jrom  Brooks  which  discharge  into  the  Whiting 
Street  Storage  Seservoir,  Holyokc. 

[P«rti  per  100,000.) 
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Afieroacopical  Bxaminalion. 

[Ifiin>li«i'  ol  orgnnlinu  per  cable  cehtlmeter.] 


number  or  um pie,  . 
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Oyanopbycece,  . 
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HOT.YOKS. 

Microscopical  ExamitKUion  —  Concluded. 

[Kumbcr  otorgulim*  per  cubic  eanUineter.] 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  frmn  Whiting  Street  Utoraye  Reservoir,  Holyoix. 

[Put*  p<!r  100,000.] 
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HOLTOKE. 

JUieroseopieal  Examination    of  Water  from  Whiling    Street   Storage  Reservoir, 
Holyoke, 

[tliiab«r  of  oriMilim)  p«r  egbU  eMitln*Ur.] 
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IIOLYOKIC. 

Chemical  ExamhuUion  of  Water  from  Tannery  Brook,  Holyoke. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


a 

s 


7685 


Date  of 

ArraAKANCB. 

1 

■ '  ■  1 

1 

b  1 
!    i 

9-   % 
>^ 

1 

0.0 

Uksidck  om 

EVAPORA- 
TIOK. 

Ammonia. 

g          Chlorine. 

NiTROOBK 
AS 

<         e 
•        '          o      ' 

5     a 

1S91. 

July  19  July  22 

Slight. 

1 

• 
a 

a 

•5 
Cods. 

• 

1        c 

Albuminoid. 

Nitrates. 
Nitrites. 

Total. 

o 
§■5 

Free. 
Total. 

n 

M 

m 

Sus- 
pended. 

;  7.75     1.25 

1.0020  .0074.0072  .0002 

1 

.0090 

.0001 

c 


4.6 


Odor,  very  faintly  vegetable. The  sarr.ple  was  collected  from  the  brook. 

Microscopical  Exam ination. 

DiatoinacesB,  Cocconti9,l;  /Hutoma,  pr. ;  Fragilariat  12;  Jf«/o*f ra,  12;  A'aricM/a,  6,  Sj/nfdrat  6; 
Tabfllaria,  pr.  Algae,  Jlaphidiiim,  2.  Fungi,  CretiothriXt  2.  Infusoria,  Gienodiniutn,  pr.  Miscel- 
laneous, Znoglaa,  418.    Total,  4'i9. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Wright  and  Ashley  Ponds,  Holyoke. 

[Tart*  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  vegetable. Sample  No.  7586  wan  collected    from  Ashley  Pond;   No.  808:i  from   Wright 

Pond. 

Micr<Kiro})ir(tl  Exam i nation. 

No.  7586.  Diutomacew,  Ci/W/^/f //rt,  jir.;  I>uitotiui,\tT.\  SynedruyW;  Tubfllfiria,pr.  Cynnophycean, 
CArooc'/cc»<*,  46;  Clathrocy9tii,6;  Microrynth.ZA;  yo-^tor,  1.  Algas,  C/tlon>rocru^,V2;  Punttonnntyr.; 
SceiifdismuK,  pr.  Fungi,  J/6/t/»,  pr.  Infuaoria,  M"n(is,'2',  7'rach' loinontiH,!.  Miscelluneoui*,  Zoo^^/cetti 
194.    Total.  299. 

No.  8085.  Dialoraaccip,  AMUriouflUt,  13;  C>nlotelln,  pr.;  Frugilar'm,  8;  Mtloxira,  11.  Cyano- 
phycea>,  AunbiXJia^  7;  Cfathmvi/Mtifi,  10;  Jfirrori/tfiM,  20.  Alga*,  Cl'n,tcriinii,  2.  Infusoria,  Truchflo- 
monag,  5.    Miscellaneous,  Znvgiua,  24*^.    Total,  'MO. 


Watku  Supply  of  IIopkintox. 

A  fourth  tubular  well,  8  inches  in  diameter  and  Hi)  feet  deep, 
was  added  to  these  works  in  1881).  The  ori^jfinal  wells  are  located 
in  a  straight  line,  130  feet  apart,  and  the  new  well  is  half  way 
between  two  of  them.  All  of  the  wells  are  sunk  in  rock,  which  is 
but  nine  feet  below  the  surface. 
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Water  Supply  of  Hudson. 
Cketnictd  Exaniiiialion  of  Waierfrom  Galea  Fnnd,  Berlin. 

[P»rU  POT  100,000.] 
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HUDSON. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Coacludcii). 

[Somber  ot  Olguliiu  par  cable  HDllmeUr.] 


..0. 

Fib.  Mar. 

Apr.  llv.ion*^ 

jBly 

Am.  itfpl.  Ott.   Say.  iwo. 

Oy»nophyoe«6 '     o 

Mlcrofyttli,    . '      ,        .       .       .  ,      u 

Al|f» ;  pr. 

Bnlrrcoccui 0 

psr-,    :    :    :    :'„' 

P^mslla 0 

Riphldium II 

SUticuLrum 1      0 

0 ,    a 

:i  ! 

>'      D 

t 

153 

1 

0       T 

4,  n 

4       3J 

u 

a 

411 

1 

1         1                  1 

13  m  1  41    n     a 

iS  '  "m      J2  '    so  I      2 

1         ' 

0 '  n     1    ti '    4 

Infusoria, 

CrTplomoDi 


i        .        I 

II        DO        II        O.lipr.        0        9,0        t        t 
4  I     t     pr.  ,    H      «  '     B  I    M      a      48  ,    41  .    H  i  IH 


ol 


•J      SH 


I  104 


0       0  .     C       0       0  ,     0     pr.     pr.  ,     0     pr.     pr. 

I    I  ■     ,    ,    I 

0      pr,        0        0        )  :      D        1        0      pr.        II      pr.  | 


JlU.tllait'». 


'■L! 


n       9       B       1     14t      3B     Its       r 


140 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


HUNTINGTOX. 


Huntington. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Spring  in  Huntington. 
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Odor,  none. The  Mmple  waa  collected  from  a  faucet  in  the  village  of  Huntington.    The  vator 

comes  from  a  spring  which  in  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  by  43  families  in  the  village. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

Diatomaccn,  Diatomat  1.    Fungi,  Crenothrix,  2.    Total,  3. 


Water  Supply  of  Hyde  Park.  —  Hyde  Park  Water 

Company. 

Since  1887  68  tubular  wells  have  been  added  to  the  works,  making 
a  total  of  132  in  use  in  1891. 

On  account  of  the  trouble  caused  by  growths  of  algce  in  the  water 
stored  in  the  open  reservoir  a  covered  iron  tank  50  feet  in  diameter 
and  35  feet  in  height  was  built  in  1890.  Water  enters  the  tank  at 
the  top  and  flows  out  at  the  bottom.  The  open  reservoir  is  not  now 
used,  but  is  kept  full  and  held  in  reserve  for  emergencies. 

Chemical  ExamimUion  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  Wells  of  the  Uyde  Park  Water 

Company 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  7493,  none;  of  7881,  faintly  veKctable. The  HAmplcs  were  collected  from  a  faucet  in 

the  pumping  station. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

No.  7493.     Diatomaces,    Cyuibftlu^   pr.     No.   7881.     Fungi,    CrtnolhriXt  02;    Micrococcu$t   406. 
Total,  498. 
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HYDE  PARK. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  the  Hyde  Park 

Water  Company. 

[ParU  per  100.000.] 
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Odor,  vetfi'table. The  Hample  waa  collncti-d  from  the  reacrvoir  near  the  (jrate-fiouae.    No  water 

had  been  drawn  from  the  reaerrolr  for  four  month*  prrvloua  to  the  collection  of  thi*  aample,  and  only 
enough  waa  pumped  into  it  to  aupply  the  loa*  by  evaporation  and  leakage.  The  overflow  from  the  new 
covered  tank  runn  into  the  rcaervoir,  and  in  caae  the  tank  ahould  become  empty  an  arrangement  haa  been 
made  by  which  the  aapply  would  come  from  the  rcaervoir  automatically. 

Microscopical  Examination . 

Diatomacoie,  CVr/o^W^7,  2 ;  Fntgi/ariii,li'l;  XttriCiifUt  I.  (*yunophyce»,  CAroJcorn/ii,  8,519;  Polyf- 
drium,  1;  ifcfnf<lftfnu»t  1;  Stfiurttittrum,  100.  Fungi,  Cr*nothrLr,  1.  Infuaorla,  Ciliated  in/u9orlitn, 
4;  Oryptomonait,  I;  J'tridiniHin,Z.  V erme*,  Anurt-Ut  3;  Rutntorian  ora^  2.  Miacollaneona,  Zoogitea, 
224.    Total,  H,H()4. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  frorn  the  Covered  Tank  of  tJic  Hyde  Park  Water 

Company. 

[PnrU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  aample  waa  collected  from  the  tank  four  feet  beneath  the  aurface. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Dlatomacea*. />/a/'>m«,  2.    Algau  liaphiJiumtl.    Fungi,  CycN0/Ari>,  43.    Rhizopoda,  ^rcfZ/n,  pr. 
ICiacellaneouB,  ZoogUxa^  9.    Total,  .Vi. 

Water  Supply  of  Kingston. 

The  work.s  for  collecting  water  until  recently  consisted  of  a  well 
with  a  short  filter-gallery  running  from  it,  parallel  with  and  not  far 
from  a  mill  pond  on  Jones  River.  In  1891  the  filter-gallery  was 
lowered  and  extended  to  a  distance  of  1,280..')  feet  from  the  well. 
The  general  cross  section  of  the  gallery  is  20  inches  wide  with  side 
walls  18  inches  high  and  an  arched  roof.     In  two  places,  covering  a 
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KINGSTON. 

total  length  of  189  feet  8  inches,  10-inch  pipe  was  laid;  128  feet 
8  inches  of  this  was  laid  at  a  place  where  quicksand  was  encountered 
and  the  remaining  61  feet  extends  from  a  sand  chamber  at  the  end 
of  the  filter-gallery  to  the  large  well  from  which  water  is  pumped. 
The  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  mill  pond  to  the  new  gallery  is 
generally  between  15  and  50  feet. 

Lakeville. 

For  chemical  and  microscopical  examinations  of  water  from  Long, 
Assawompsett  and  Elder's  ponds  in  Lakeville,  see  Taunton. 

Water  Supply  of  Lancaster. 

(See  Clinton.) 


AVater  Supply  of  Lawrence.* 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Mrrrimack  River  above  Lawrence,  at 
the  Intake  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works,  collected  one  foot  beneath  the  surface. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  generally  maaty,  frequently  vegetable;  occasionally  none. The  samples  were  collected 

from  the  middle  of  the  river  opposite  the  pumping  station  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works.  For  a  record 
of  the  amount  of  water  flowing  in  the  river  on  thedates  when  these  samples  were  collected,  see  page  146. 
For  additional  analyses  of  water  from  the  river,  aee  Merrimack  liiver,  in  the  chapter  headed  '*  Rivera." 

*  Id  addition  to  the  analyses  given  here,  other  analyses  of  the  Lawrence  water  supply,  made  at  the 
Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 
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LAWIIKXCE. 

Microscopical  EzaminaUon  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  River  above  Lawrence^ 
cU  the  Intake  oftht  Lawrence  Water  Work.%  collected  one  foot  beneath  the  surface. 
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I.AWRENCE:. 

Chemical  ExamiaaCion  of  Water  from  Ike  Force  Main  at  the  Pumping  Station  of 
the  Lawrence  Water  Worts. 
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lulWHENCE. 

Uicnscopieal  Examination—  Concluded. 
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Microsfvpieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Dietributing  Beservoir  of  the  Law- 
renee  Water  Works. 

[ITgnbu  Of  oroBlana  p«T  enUo  ewiBnutor.] 
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LEICESTER, 

Water  Supply  of  Leicester. 

Description  of  Works^  —  The  works  are  owned  by  the  Leicester 
Water-Supply  District,  which  includes  the  central  village  of  Leicester 
only.  Water  was  introduced  in  1891.  The  sources  of  supply  are 
eight  wells  located  in  the  valley  of  Kettle  Brook  in  Paxton.  One 
well  is  30  feet  in  diameter  and  12  feet  deep.  The  other  seven  are 
from  6  to  7  feet  in  diameter  and  8  to  12  feet  deep.  All  the  wells 
are  lined  with  stone  laid  in  cement,  and  none  of  them  are  covered, 
but  all  will  probably  be  covered  the  coming  summer.  AVater  flows 
by  gravity  to  the  village  and  to  an  open  iron  tank  30  feet  in  diameter 
and  40  feet  in  height,  the  top  of  which  is  on  the  same  level  with 
the  ground  about  the  wells.  Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron. 
Service  pipes  are  of  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement. 

Water  Supply  of  Lenox. — Lenox  AVater  Company. 

The  capacity  of  these  works  has  recently  been  increased  by  the 
construction  of  a  second  storage  reservoir,  holding  12,500,000 
gallons,  in  the  valley  of  a  tributary  of  Williams  River.  The  old 
reservoir  on  this  same  tributary  has  a  capacity  of  500,000  gallons. 
Water  from  both  of  these  reservoirs  is  pumped  over  the  ridge  into 
the  small  reservoir  at  the  head  of  Token  River,  and  flows  thence  by 
gravity  to  a  new  distributing  reservoir,  havingacapacity  of  1,500,000 
gallons.  The  new  distributing  reservoir  is  situated  at  a  higher  level 
than  the  old  one,  thereby  increasing  the  pressure  in  the  town. 

Water  Supply  of  Leominster. 

In  1891  a  new  and  higher  dam  was  built  at  the  Morse  Reservoir, 
increasing  its  capacity  to  40,000,000  gallons.  The  bottom  is  of 
gravel  and  sand,  the  loam  and  vegetable  matter  having  l>een 
removed  before  the  reservoir  was  filled.  About  one-fourth  of 
the  area  of  the  reservoir  is  less  than  five  feet  in  depth,  and  the 
maximum  depth  is  23  feet. 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Baynes  Reservoir,  Leominster. 

(PirU  pet  IMJXa.] 


...... 

.™„.... 

"^J^L"." 

AKHOXri. 

M 

.on 
.o» 

.10 
.10 

::; 

.11 

.10 

SiT»og«» 

j 

l< 

i 

.,:„; 

v..iight. 

V.aUKbl. 
DI»Uncl, 
DMtpcl. 
Dadded 
Daalded 
D»cld«l 
DliOncl. 
Decided 
DecldKl 
DadiKd 

i 

j 

1 

85 

i 

j 

1 

1 

1 

Vi 

1 

WW 

TIM 

Tm 

8M1 
S2M) 

J.B. 19 

Uir.lS 
Apr.  a. 
lUylT 

JUBBIS 

Julyao 
Aug.W 
Bept.lS 
Ocl.  W 

»...„ 

I>M.1( 

Js'o.  21 

Uar.  11 
Apr.  21 
M.y  W 

Jiinslfl 
Juljai 
Ang.M 

aci)t.ie 

ri; 

Slight, 
v"llgft. 
V.  ■light. 
Con.. 

green. 

greei.. 

He»Ty, ' 

Com., 

o.lS 
D.OI 

0.20 

o.so 

O-M 

o.to 
o.t« 
o.w 

1,7» 
I.Sft 

0,9. 

O.to 

l.SO 

s.uo 

l.«0 

3.M 
I.U 

l.« 

.ooos'.oowi.ows 

.0«o*.OM«lo<«. 

.ooooi.o.ul.0^ 

.<»«;. OMlj.OMO 

.^■...^^. 

.0000  .«Taj. 0374 
.dodo'. 01  J. 0MB 

-OOM 
.03flS 

-ojw 

.0408 

.0433 



ooso'woi 
.0000.0001 

.0200'.  DOM 
.OlJ.OOOO 
.0030.0000 

.OIOO.OOOT 
.0000  .ODW 
.0150.0000 
.0100  .0003 

OOOT    ™' 

OB 

.:. 
:: 

... 

a.i 

0.3 





1 

n   bnllag,  gvDenlly  t 


MicrosMpieal  Examinalion. 


.... 

,.,„ 

.v.„ 

..p. 

«.y.,,™. 

Jnly. 

*., 

Hfpt 

.,-.. 

N.V. 

IIK. 

IfamlKr  <.t  Hfnplc 

31 

M31 

lOJI 

isj    a\    ID     IB 

11 

» 

IB'      11 
""'1  "«" 

13        IS 

bkoIbtos 

PLANTS. 
SlAtomacecB,     . 

Aoibiena,    . 

I'lHlbroeJ-illi,     . 

lUcrocynU*.        . 
HhIk, 

It 

I 

4 

a 

B 
0 

0 

0 

m 

m 
ft 

a 

0 

^0 
0 

MTi   eg 

l.m,     80 
113   511 

30      0 

j 

w    n 

a :    0 

306    Ht 

1ST  1       0 
lM|3il 

sro 

»« 

sa 

4flfl 

304 

s.aa4 

0 

701 

lilU 

tifl 

183 

1 

No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  149 

LEOMIN8TEH. 

Microicopieat  Examination  —  CoDcluded. 
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Water  Scpply  of  Lbxinoton. — Lexington  Water  Company. 
Three  new  wells  have  been  added  to  the  works,  making  live  in 
nil.  Two  of  these  are  in  line  with  the  original  wells  and  farther 
from  the  pumping  station.  The  one  farthest  from  the  pumping 
station  is  12  feet  in  diameter  and  11  feet  in  depth,  the  other  one  10 
feet  in  diameter  and  11  feet  in  depth.  Both  are  covered  to  exclude 
the  light.  The  third  well  is  located  near  the  original  welU  and  the 
pumping  i^tation,  and  is  a  tubular  well,  8  inches  in  diameter  and 
190  feet  deep.  This  well  is  opcnited  by  an  independent  deep  well 
pump,  the  water  being  pumped  into  one  of  the  large  wells.     Still 
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another  well  was  begun  but  was  abaadoQed  before  being  completed. 
A  pipe  has  been  laid  by  which  water  can  be  drawn  into  the  wella 
from  one  of  the  channels  of  Vine  Brook  when  necessary.  The 
brook  dries  up,  however,  in  very  dry  weather.  The  material  in 
ihe  vicinity  of  the  new  wells  is  generally  peat,  underlaid  with  hard 
pan  and  rock. 

CAemjcoI  Examinatim  of  Water/rom  the  Work»  of  the  Lexington  Water  Company 

[ParU  pw  100.000.] 
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LOWEL1.. 

Watee  Supply  of  Lowell. 

Gtemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Biver  *  above  Lowell,  opposite 
the  lalet  to  the  LoweU  Water  Workt. 

[Part*  per  100.000.] 
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Mieroieopicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  River  above  Lowell, 
oppoHte  the  Inlet  to  the  Lotoelt  Water  Workt. 
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LOWELIi. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faucets  in  Lowell^  supplied  from  the  Lowell 

Water  Works, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Lynn. 
Chtmical  Examination  of  Water  from  Breed's  Pond,  Lynn. 
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L.YSS. 

Micmeopical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Breed't  Pmd,  Lynn. 
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Jtticroscopieal  Examinalion  of  Water  frtmi  Breed's  Potid,  Lynn  — Concluded. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Spring  and  a  Brook  which  discharge  into 

Bree^i  Pond,  Lynn. 

[Puruptrieu/no.) 
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Mierwcopieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Birdi  Pond,  Lynn. 

[Sumbar  of  erguUm*  p*T  cubic  cantinMar,] 
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Mieroseopital  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Birdi  Pond,  Lynn  —  Concluded. 
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Chemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Waltlen  Pond,  Lynn. 
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Microieopical  Examinalion  of  WtUerfrom  Olen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn. 
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Chcfnicai  Examination  of  WaUr  from  the  Canal  of  the  Li/nn  Water  Wbrki. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Doleful  Pond.  Stoneham. 
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Microsrojiical  Examination. 
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Water  Supply  op  Malden. 

Chetnieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  Wells  at  Webster  Park  (Ealon 

Meadows),  MaUUn. 

iraitapor  100,000.1 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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MABBLEHEAll. 


Water  Supply  of  Marblehead. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wells  of  the  Marblehead  Water  Work$. 
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Microaeopical  Examination. 
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HARBLEHEAD. 

Chettikal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Tubular  Welt  near  the  Pumping  Station 
of  the  Marblehead  Water  Work*. 

[Pmrta  par  100/MO.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Surface  Water  Sources  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wells 
of  the  MarbUhcad  Water  Worki. 

[Pan*  per  100,000.] 
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MARBLEHEAD. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Surface  Water  Sources  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wells 

of  the  Marblehead  Water  Works. 

[Namber  of  organlsiDi  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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harlborouoh. 

Water  Supplt  of  Mablborouqh. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Williaina,  Marlborough. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

[Number  of  oi^oijmi  per  sdUi  coDllmeU 
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MAitLBOROtyan. 

Miervieopicai  Examination—  Concluded. 
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Ml 

Jin. 

trb.  1  Muc.i  Apr. 

Mnj. 

Joni-Uiir.  Jolr.' Auf. 

Sfpl. 

Oc.w'mc. 

I'LANT8-Con. 

ChroBcoconi.       ,       . 
tlUrpcyilln. 

A1B» 

iui°hSi"»!'''  :    :    : 

0 
H 
0 

s 

0 

s 

0 

0 

0 
0 

n 

0 

0 

• 

■ 
1 

0 

e 
t 

0 

0 

ta 

■II 

Hi 

g 

11 

It 

11 

1 

0 

n 

» 

tt 

M 

a 

g 

t 
0 

g 
g 

s 

g 

ANIMAI.8. 

ZafliBorlB 

Ontlon. 

Dl'.obryon 

ninobODDOM,            .          . 

Uonx, 

I-erMlnlnm 

0 

pr. 

i 

> 

3 

■ 

; 

0 

g 

11 

It 

w 

d 

0 

1 

V 

g 

tt 

1 

! 

0 

ti 

1 
"1 

pi. .  pi'. 

1 
g 

tt 

g 

m 

iw      ? 

t      0   i6r 

H 

71 

1      11 

t 

T0T*1„           .... 

S31 

1 

wo 

iST    iw     BB  n.ow'sBB 

331  ;  S03      M  '  241     147 

Wateu  Supply  of  Brant  Rock,  Marshfield. — Bkaxt  Rock 

Water  Company. 

Chemical  Exnmir.aiion  of  Water  from  Ihe  Tubular  Well  of  the  BraiU  Rock  Water 

Company. 
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MEDFORD. 
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Wateb  Supply  of  Medfobd. 
(See  Maiden.) 


Water  Supply  of  Melbose. 
(See  Maiden.) 

Pkoposed  Water  Supply  op  Methuex. 
Chemieiil  Examination  of  Water  from  Harrit  Pond  in  Methuen, 

[Pm>t*p«r10l),oaa.] 


I,.,.... 

... 

..««^ 

BlUIDl-.  OS 

«„,,;. 

1 

.31 

„,».., 

if  t 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

..1... 

TIM    kl>r.2H   Uir.M 

JIM    Uti.1)l\        - 

V..ll<hi 

Bllglil.   'o.os 

-   1     - 

.DOM  .0109 

.J.„. 

-1- 

.uin.mw 

-1- 

... 

la  flnt  dim  below  Hsnii  P< 

Microscopical  Examination. 

TIM.  Dlilaniieee,  CgcloltUa,  I;  Mtri-Han,  ft;  SlrpHanodliat.  1;  Sfntdra 
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Water  Supply  of  Middleto.v. 
(See  Danven.) 

Water  Suitly  op  Millis. — Millis  Water  Cojipasy. 
Description  of  Wovks.  —  The  source  of  supply  is  the  Aqua  Rex 
spring  lociiteJ  ubout  half  a  mile  north-east  of  the  village,  and  a  short 
distance  north  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  At  the 
spring  a  rectangular  excavation  has  been  made  about  25  feet  long, 
10  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep,  covered  by  a  wooden  building.  Out- 
side of  the  building  is  an  open  basin  ubout  30  feet  in  diameter,  into 
which  the  overfluw  from  the  spring  discharges,  its  surface  being  from 
six  inches  to  a  foot  lower  than  that  of  the  spring  when  the  latter  is 
not  lowered  by  pumping.  Pumps  force  the  water  to  an  open  wooden 
tank  which  is  supported  by  a  wooden  trestle.  The  tank  is  about  20 
feet  in  diameter  and  holds  36,000  to  3$,000  gallons. 
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MILTOJT. 

Watkr  Supply  of  Milton.  —  Milton  Water  Company. 

Description  of  Works Population  in  1890,  4,278.  This  com- 
pany distributes  water  tliroughout  the  town  through  cast-iron  pipes, 
but  obtains  its  water  supply,  by  purchase,  from  the  works  of  the 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company. 


i 

f 


) 


Water  Supply  of  the  State  Primary  School,  Moxson. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoirs  at  the  Stale  Primary  School^ 

Monson, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  vegetable. No.  7144  was  colleoted  from  a  small  artifloial  pond  (known  as  the  **ioe  pond*') 

located  on  a  brook  in  the  valley  just  west  of  the  buildings.  No.  7154  was  collected  from  the  west  reser- 
voir and  No.  7155  from  the  south  reservoir.  The  supply  for  the  school  is  drawn  mainly  from  the  west 
and  south  reservoirs,  the  ice  pond  being  used  as  a  supplementary  supply. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1891. 


March. 


March. 


Day  of  examination, 
Number  of  sample. 


20 
7144 


31 
7154 


Diatomaoeee, 


PLANTS. 


Diatoma, 

Melosira, 

Navloula, 

Synedra, 

Tabellarla, 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
1 
1 

0 


InfyiBoris. 


ANIMALS. 


Dinobryon, 
Monas,  . 
Peridinium, 


pr. 

0 

0 

pr. 


4 

0 
pr. 


Jil9e€llaHeou9.    ZoUglosa, 


March. 


81 
7156 


ts 

2 
3 

4 
15 

4 


4 

2 

0 
2 


50 


TOTAI., 


pr. 


6 


82 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


nauast. 


Water  Supply  of  Nahant. 

(See  Swampseott.  —  MarbUhead  Water  Ornipimy.) 

Water  Supply  op  Naktucket.  —  Wannacomet  Water  Compast. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wannacomet  Pond,  Sdnlucktt. 

[Put!  p«r  100,000.] 
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NANTUCKET. 

memeopieal  Examination  —  CoDcluded. 

[Nanbtrot 
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Waxes  Supply  of  Natick. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  South  Arm  of  Pegan  Brook,  n 
point  where  it  enters  Dug  Fond,  Natick. 
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NATICK. 

MicroKopicnl  Examination  of  Watfrfrom  the  South  Arm  of  Pegan  Brook  near  the 
point  where  it  enters  Dug  Pond,  Natick. 

[KniDberor  orfanUm*  per  cubic  ifnilmeioi,} 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Dug  ^md,  Natiek. 
[Fan*  pw  UM/no.] 
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NATICK. 

Microtcopieal  Examination  —  Concluded. 

(NomlMr  of  oriuiUnia  per  cable  eenllmeur.] 
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CAemico/  Examination  of  Water  from   Dug  Pond,  at  the  Surface  and  at  the 
Bottom. 

[Part*  p»r  100,000.] 
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NATICK. 

HMe  showing  Bcightt  of  Water  in  Dug  Pond  at  Times  when  Samples  of  Water 
were  coUeettdfor  Analysis. 
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Xierosoopieai  Examination. 
Water  Sdpply  of  New  Bedford. 


Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  the  Conduit  of  the  New   Bedford   Wattr 
Works. 

[Paiti  per  100,000.] 


D„.., 

"SSJi" 

A-MO,.*. 

1 
e 

.„.;„. 

J 

J 
j! 

3 

i 

1 

! 

1 

1 

r 

J 

Al  ™h.I«10. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

j 

|l 

1 

OMO 
10M 
TUT 
TM4 
TUT 

TIM 

iiai 

«3tS 

f"'.  241  Feb. » 
H.r.aiiMnr.tT 
Apr.ZI  Apr.K 

ulyat  JulySl 

Nov.ffl  Ko».S4 
Dee.  II  Dee.  I§ 

V.illghl 

J::ISl 

Hone. 
V..llehl. 

Si. 

tl  iRbl. 

v.. light. 

eiigbt: 

I.DO 

!S 

I. so 

!:i 

O.TO 

1 

J 
* 

TO 

8 

60 

1.90 

i:w 

loODC 

:= 

1 

02T( 

0131 
DtH 

OlM 
0113 

ion 
!oift< 

:ffi 

.oiw 
.oimI 
.oit: 

.0011 

iooia 

:= 

i 

.0.100 

iooii 

loOTI 

.0000 
.000 

0.0 

ois 
oil 

^ 

... 

W      ]   HI 

1 

n 

'1                ; 

■ 

ware 

trom 

iheAen 

s 

>bl>,  fr«i 

ii»oily  n 

i; 

be 

th 

V. 

^r'fra 

,l"i 

eyu 

*"Tb'l 
uacu 

cond 
Poo 

ng.- 
■  II  e 

dnit 

s; 

pit. 

Um 

184  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

NBW  BEDFOnD. 

Microgeopieal  Exannnalion  of  Water  front  the  Conduit  of  the  New  Bedford  Water 
WorkM. 

[Namber  0[  orgulim*  per  eoble  canlimtUr.] 
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Table  showing  Heights  of  Water  in  Actishnel  Reservoir  and  LiUlc  QhUUkos  Fond 
in  1891. 
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NEWTON. 

Water  Supply  of  Newton. 

Two  important  additions  were  made  to  the  Newton  Water  Works 
in  1890,  one  being  an  extension  of  the  works,  for  obtaining  a  supply 
of  ground  water,  and  the  other  the  construction  of  a  covered  dis- 
tributing reservoir. 

The  extension  consists  of  174  two  and  one-half  inch  tubular  wells, 
from  21  to  130  feet  deep,  connected  with  a  wooden  conduit  or 
gallery  2,952  feet  long  and  four  feet  square  in  section,  built  along 
the  left  bank  of  Charles  River.  A  portion  of  this  conduit,  732  feet 
in  length,  replaces  an  equal  length  of  filter-basin.  Its  bottom  is  on 
a  level  with  that  of  the  filter-basin  and  water  flows  from  it  through 
the  lower  portion  of  the  filter-basin,  which  still  remains  open,  to  the 
pump  well  at  the  pumping  station. 

The  covered  reservoir  is  a  rectangular  chamber,  174  feet  long, 
125  feet  wide  and  15^  feet  deep.  The  walls  are  of  rubble  masonry 
coated  on  the  inner  side  with  a  layer  of  Portland  cement  mortar  one- 
half  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  covering  consists  of  four-inch  brick 
arches  supported  on  lines  of  brick  piers  connected  by  brick  lintel 
arches,  the  outer  edges  bearing  on  the  surrounding  walls.  The  piers 
are  20  inches  square  and  are  11  feet  8  inches  apart  on  centres  in  one 
direction  and  11  feet  8^  inches  apart  in  the  other  direction.  The 
bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  of  hard  pan,  covered  with  a  layer  of  cement 
concrete  four  inches  in  thickness.  The  sides  of  the  reservoir  are 
protected  by  embankments  of  gravel.  The  top  of  the  arches  is 
covered  with  Portland  cement  concrete  to  a  depth  of  four  inches 
above  their  crown ;  and  on  the  concrete  is  a  layer  of  loam  two  feet 
in  thickness ;  tile* drains  are  laid  beneath  the  loam  in  grooves,  in  the 
concrete,  to  carry  otFany  surplus  rain  water.  At  the  centre  of  each 
line  of  arches  is  located  a  twenty-four-inch  cast-iron  ventilator,  with 
openings  so  arranged  as  to  allow  a  free  circulation  of  air  without 
admitting  direct  light. 

The  gate-chamber  is  located  at  one  corner  of  this  reservoir,  the 
ultimate  design  being  to  have  it  in  the  centre  of  a  covered  reservoir  of 
four  sections,  of  which  the  reservoir  already  built  will  form  the  south- 
east quarter.  This  chamber  is  circular  and  has  an  inside  diameter  of 
30  feet.  Water  enters  the  chamber  through  a  twenty-four-inch  force 
main  and  rises  through  a  Y  branch  to  a  steel  distributing  tank,  7i  feet 
in  diameter,  from  which  it  flows  into  a  twenty  four-inch  pipe  which 
passes  through  the  walls  of  the  gate-chamber  and  then  downward 
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aloDg  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  to  the  poiat  of  diachai^e  near  it« 
centre.  Water  is  drawn  from  the  reservoir  near  the  gate-chamber 
through  a  twenty-four-inch  pipe  having  a  check-valve  upon  it  to  the  Y  ' 
branch  of  the  force-main  before  mentioned.  The  walls  of  the  gate- 
chamber  are  7J  feet  in  thickness  and  are  intended  to  serve  as  a  foun- 
dation for  a  masonry  tower  to  enclose  a  stand-pipe  to  be  built  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  furnish  greater  pressure  in  the  high-service 
districts. 

Ckemicat  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FiUtr-Bwtin  and  the  New  SysUm  of 
Tubular  WelU  of  the  Sewton  WaUr  Worla. 
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Chemicnt  Examittaiion  of  Water  frorn  the  Charles  Hirer,  oppoiile  the  FiUer-basin 
of  the  Newton  H'o/cr  Works. 
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Chetnical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Underdrm'n  of  the  Bt/de  Brook  Dicision 
of  the  Nemlon  Sewerage  System. 

{PwU  p*r  1<»,000.) 
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Water  Supply  op  Northampton. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Upper  and  Lower  Storage  Reservoirs  of 
the  Northampton  Water  Work*. 
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nOBTHBOBOTJGH. 

Wateb  Supply  op  Nokthborouqh. 
In  1889,  ID  order  to  iDcrease  the  storage  capacity  of  the  works, 
the  town  took  possession  of  a  mill  privilege  on  Cold  Harbor  Brook, 
about  a  mile  above  the  storage  reservoir  from  which  the  supply  for 
the  town  18  drawn.  The  area  of  the  mill  pond  is  about  eight  acres 
and  its  maximum  depth  is  nine  feet.  The  bottom  is  said  to  be 
muddy  in  the  middle  and  saudy  near  the  shores. 


North  Bbookfield. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fonda  and  Streams  in  North  Brookfield 
collected  during  an  Investigation  with  reference  to  obtaining  a  Water  Supply 
for  the  Town. 

[Puu  p«T  iKKoao.] 
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NORTH  BROOKFIELD. 

MieroieopictU  Examinaiion. 

[ITambar  of  orianlan*  p«r  eable  matlmaUr.] 
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Wateb  SnppLT  OP  Norwood. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Wider  from  Buektnaaler  Pond,  in  Dedham. 

[Fan*  p«r  100,000.] 
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soRWoon. 

Mieroaeopieal  Examination — Concluded. 
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Table  oj  Heights  of  Water  in  Buckmaster  Pond,  at  Tima  when  Samptei  of  Water 
were  collteted/or  Annlysia. 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  North  Pond,  HaUingt  Pondand  Coolidge 
Brook,  in  Orange,  cotleeted  during  an  Invealigalion  with  reference  to  obtaining 
a  new  Water  Supply  for  the  Town. 
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Siicrotcopical  Examination. 
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Water  Supply  of  Peabody. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Spring  Pondt  Peabodg, 

[P»rt»ptrl«),«».] 
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Microseopieal  Examination. 
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PEABODY. 

Microaeopical  Eximination  —  Concluded. 

[KtimlHT  o)  oi^nl-mi  ptr  cubic  «nt1mtl»r.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Pittsfield. 
The  town  of  Pittsfield  became  u  city  in  1891,  and  the  fire  district, 
which  formerly  owned  the  wafer  works,  was  abolished,  so  that  the 
works  are  now  owned  by  the  city.  Owing  to  the  dry  weather  in 
IHDl  (he  supply  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  a  temporary  pumping 
station  was  constructed  to  take  water  from  Sackett  Brook,  a  short 
distance  Iwlow  its  junction  with  Ashley  Brook,  and  pump  it  into  the 
main  pipe  leading  to  thn  city.  The  total  watershed  above  the  pump- 
ing station,  as  measured  from  the  State  map,  is  tJ.OS  square  miles. 

Chemical  Fanmiitntioii  of  Water  from  Stremns  in  PUI'Jield.  Dallon  ami  Lcunx, 
maile  during  nn  invcftigaiioH  toiih  reference  lt>  obtaining  an  additional  Siippti/ 
of  Water  for  FUisJteld. 
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PITTSriELD. 


Microscopical  Examination, 

[Xaraber  of  orgaoUniB  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Onota  Lakr,  Pittsjield. 

[Part*  pdr  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  No.  8352,  none ;  of  No.  8353,  faintly  vegetable. No.  8352  waa  collected  from  the  aoutherly 

dlvUioD  of  the  lake  near  iti  easterly  shore,  about  one-third  the  length  of  the  lake  from  Iti  northerly 
end.    No.  8353  viaa  collected  from  the  northerly  division  at  its  outlet. 

Note.  — The  samples  were  collected  durlni;  an  investigation  for  an  additional  water  supply  for 
PltUfield. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  8352.  Dintomacen,  A»tfrlon€U<i,  4;  Cs/chteila»  0;  Diatoma,  1;  FragUaria^  9;  Ntttimlut  1; 
SifnetfrOt  7.  Alg«,  Chttfrococcuti,  2.  Infusoria,  Dinohr^n,  2;  PerUiniumt  2;  Trachelomonat^  1. 
Vermes,  Rotatorian  ora,  1.    Crustacea,  Cyclop9t  pr.    Mi«celianeous,  ZoogltMa^  21.    Total,  60. 

No.  8353.  Diatomacece,  CycloMlfit  4;  Melovirfk^  1;  Xaciculat  4;  Sj/n^dra,  20;  Tabdlariat  1.  Alga, 
Chlorococcu9t\,    IntuBoriat  DinoUry^m,  I;  Glenodinium,!,    Miscellaneous,  Zo&^^/uea,  47.    Total,  80. 
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QITINCT. 

Water  Supply  or  Quinct. — QniNcr  Water  Company. 

Chemical  ExaminalioH  of  Water  from  Town  Brook,  just  abore  the  Blorage  Reservoir 

of  the  Qtnney  Water  Company. 

[Pmu  per  100,000.) 
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QtriNCY. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Wumlwr  of  org»lil«ini  ptr  cubic  teollnnler.] ^ 
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Ckcmieal  Examiiuaion  of  Witter  from  the  Storage  Reservoir  of  the  Quinci/  Water 
Company. 
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QtriNCY. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  W'lter  from  the  Storage  R< 
Waicr  Company. 
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READING. 

Water  Supply  of  Reading. 

Description  of  Works,  —  Population  in  1890,  4,088.  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  town.  Water  was  introduced  in  February,  1891. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  filter-gallery  located  in  the  northerly  pait 
of  the  town  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ipswich  River,  about  three 
hundred  feet  above  the  dam  at  Mill  Street.  The  gallery  is  located 
beneath  a  meadow  which  is  subject  to  flowage  to  a  depth  of  five 
feet  during  the  six  months  from  October  12  to  April  12.  The 
bottom  of  the  filter-gallery  is  twenty-two  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  meadow  and  is  built  in  two  connecting  sections,  one  about  75 
feet  long,  parallel  with  the  river,  and  the  other  about  175  feet  long, 
perpendicular  to  it.  The  gallery  is  built  with  loose  stone  side  walls 
and  is  covered  over  with  flat  stones  laid  in  cement  mortar.  It  is  3^ 
feet  wide  and  4  feet  high  inside.  The  dam  is  an  ancient  one,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  affected  to  some  extent 
by  the  fact  that  the  meadow  has  always  acted  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  as  a  filter  every  time  it  has  been  flowed,  on  account  of  the 
difference  in  the  water  level  above  and  below  the  dam. 

A  twelve-inch  suction  pipe  conveys  the  water  from  the  filter- 
gallery  to  the  pumping  station,  which  is  located  below  the  dam. 
Another  twelve-inch  pipe  extends  from  the  pumping  station  to  the 
Ipswich  River,  for  use  in  cases  of  emergency.  Water  is  pumped  to 
the  town  and  to  an  iron  tank,  30  feet  in  diameter  and  100  feet 
high,  which  is  covered  to  exclude  the  light.  Distributing  mains  are 
of  cast  iron ;  seivice  pipes  are  of  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement. 
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RE:ADi>'a. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FilUr-galleTy  of  the  Reading  Water 
Works. 

[rart*  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

IXiimber  of  or|ninl"nn  pef  coble  ceniloieter.] 
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RE^\J>ING. 


Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  ceDtlmeter.] 
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204  I     85 


Total, 2,856 


672  I  1,823  ,  1,034 


642       230 


204  !    106 


Wateii   Supply  of  Revere   and  Winthrop. — Revere  Water 

Company. 

An  additional  supply  of  water,  obtained  from  a  system  of  tubular 
wells  in  Saugus,  was  introduced  Aug.  5,  1891,  These  wells  are 
located  near  the  junction  of  two  brooks,  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
Newburyport  Turnpike  and  about  one-third  of  a  mile  northwest  of 
the  Pleasant  Hill  station  on  the  Saugus  branch  of  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Railroad.  The  system  consists  of  five  two-inch  and  nine  two 
and  onc-half-inch  tubular  wells.  The  five  two-inch  wells  were  driven 
several  years  ago  and  have  an  average  depth  of  about  75  feet. 
The  remaining  wells  were  driven  during  the  summer  of  1891  and 
have  an  average  depth  of  about  67  feet,  the  shortest  being  34  feet 
deep  and  the  longest  97  feet  deep.  This  source  is  connected  with 
the  original  wells  at  Revere  by  a  sixteen-inch  wrought-iron  cement- 
lined  pipe  about  4^  miles  long.  Water  was  pumped  to  the  wells  at 
Revere  from  August  to  November,  1891,  by  means  of  a  temporary 
pumping  plant.  A  permanent  pumping  plant  is  to  be  constructed, 
as  the  yield  from  this  system  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  time 
water  has  been  drawn  from  it. 
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REVERE. 


Ckc, 

lienl  KximiiKiCion  of  Water  from  Tubular  Wells  of  Uie  Revere 
at  Cliftondale,  Saugua. 

[PirUperUhtM.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Salem  and  Bbverlv. 
Chcniiail  Examination  of  Water  from  Weiiham  Lake,  i«  Btecrly  and  tVfnham. 
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Microscopical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Wettham  Lake,  in  Beverly  and 
Wenham. 
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Table  shoiving  Heights  of  Water  in  Wenham   Lake  at  limes  when  Samples  of 

Water  were  collected  for  Analysis, 

Note.  — nigh- water  mark  la  80.17  feet. 


Jan.  13, 
Feb.  9, 
lfai#0. 
Apr.  13, 
May  11, 
June   8, 


Date. 


1991. 


IleiRht  of 
Wmer. 


Feet. 
29.5 

30.1 

29.8 

30.2 

29.9 

29.7 


HoiKht  of 
Water. 


Feci. 
28.9 

28.1 

26.8 

20.3 

25.3 

25.0 


Water  Supply  of  Saugus. 

(See  Lynn,) 

Water  Supply  of  Somerville. 

(See  Boston^  Mystic  Works  ) 


Water  Supply  of  Soutiibridge.  —  Southbridge   Water 

Company. 

An  additional  storage  reservoir,  having  an  area  of  3.4  acres,  was 
built  in  1888  at  the  upper  end  of  the  brook  above  the  original  stor- 
age reservoir.  The  new  reservoir  is  said  to  store  10,500,000  gtillons. 
Its  maximum  depth  is  20  feet  at  the  dam,  and  by  means  of  flash 
boards  an  extra  foot  of  water  can  bo  held,  giving  an  additional  stor- 
age of  1,125,000  gallons.  The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  was  cleaned 
by  removing  the  soil  and  also  by  taking  from  it  the  material  for 
the  dam. 

Water  Supply  of   South   Hadley  Falls  Fire  District, 

South  Hadley. 

An  additional  storage  reservoir  has  been  constructed  on  Leaping 
Well  Brook,  which  is  about  two  and  a  half  miles  northerly  from  South 
Hadley  Falls  and  about  one  and  a  fourth  miles  north  of  the  old  reser- 
voir. The  new  reservoir  has  an  area  of  \K2  acres  and  holds  about 
28,000,000  gallons.  It  is  26  feet  in  depth  at  the  dam  and  its  average 
depth  is  9.3  feet.  When  the  reservoir  is  drawn  down  four  feet 
below  high-water  mark  its  area  is  reduced  to  6.8  acres,  and  when 
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drawn  down  eight  feet  its  area  19  further  reduced  to  4.7  acres.  The 
bottom  13  sandy,  all  loam  and  vegetalite  mutter  having  beon  removed 
before  it  was  filled.  Tha  reservoir  is  at  the  same  height  as  the  old 
one,  and  they  can  be  used  separately  or  together.  The  gate-house 
of  the  new  reservoir  is  so  arranged  that  water  may  be  drawn  from 
different  depths  and  may  be  wasted  from  the  bottom  if  desired. 


Chemical  EmniiHnlion  of  WnUerfrom  Lenpimj  Well  Brook  wkf-re  it  enters  the  n 

tSloruge  Eeservi/ir  of  the  Houlh  Uadiey  F'Uh  Fire  District. 

[frnm  pel  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


AVateb  Supflt  or  Springfield. 
As  stated  in  previous  reports  of  the  Board,  the  main  source  of 
supply  for  the  eity  of  Springfield  has  been  a  largo  storage  reaei-voir 
in  the  town  of  Ludlow,  which  received  its  supply  in  part  from  small 
brooks  which  naturally  flowed  into  it,  and  in  part  from  other  brooks 
in  tfie  vicinity  which  were  diverted  into  it  by  open  canals.  The 
water  of  this  reservoir  is  subject  to  offensive  tastes  and  odors  every 
summer  and  autumn,  caused  mainly  by  the  regular  recurrence  of 
enormous  growths  of  blue-green  algaj.  After  an  extended  inves- 
tigation of  possible  remedies  for  the  troubles  which  aiTccted  the 
water  and  of  new  sources  of  supply,  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the 
reservoir  as  a  source,  and  to  obtain  a  supply  from  the  brooks  which 
had  already  Iwen  diverted  into  the  reservoir,  and  from  a  new  source, 
Jabish  Brook  in  Belchertown.  The  gate-house  which  controlled  the 
flow  of  water  fi-om  the  Ludlow  Reseiwoir  to  the  city  is  still  retained, 
also  a  small  basin  in  connection  with  it,  formed  by  throwing  a  dam 
across  an  arm  of  the   Ludlow  Reservoir.     Water   from  all  of  the 
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brooks  now  iurDishing  a  supply  is  brought  by  means  of  an  extensive 
system  of  canals  either  into  this  basin,  or  directly  into  the  gate-house. 

The  total  area  of  the  water-sheds  now  tributary  to  the  canal 
system  is  about  18.5  square  miles. 

Jabish  Brook  rises  in  Pelham,  and,  flowing  in  a  southerly  direction 
through  Belchertown,  enters  the  Swift  River  about  two  miles  above 
the  village  of  Three  Rivers.  Its  waters  are  diverted  at  the  Blackmer 
&  Walker  mill-pond  in  Belchertown,  about  four  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  brook.  The  area  of  the  water-shed  above  the  point  of 
diversion,  as  measured  from  the  State  map,  is  10.6  square  miles,  and 
is  generally  hilly  and  free  from  swamps.  The  population  upon  it, 
with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  village  of  Belchertown,  is 
scattered  and  generally  remote  from  the  streams.  Along  the  main 
stream,  above  the  point  of  taking,  there  are  several  small  mills, 
nearly  all  of  them  wood-working  establishments.  The  first  mill- 
pond  on  the  stream  above  the  point  where  the  water  is  diverted 
is  quite  large  and  very  shallow.  The  two  ponds  highest  up  the 
stream  have  been  purchased  by  the  city  and  will  be  used  as  storage 
reservoirs.  The  lower  of  these  ponds  was  originally  formed  by 
flooding  a  timbered  8W\'\mp  to  a  slight  depth,  and  it  has  been 
enlarged  and  deepened  by  the  construction  of  a  new  dam,  about  five 
feet  higher  than  the  original  one.  The  reservoir  is  now  said  to  have 
an  area  of  52.4  acres,  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  the  dam,  and  a  storage 
capacity  of  194,000,000  gallons  when  full.  The  bottom  of  the 
reservoir  has  not  l>een  cleaned,  and  over  most  of  its  area  stumps 
are  yet  standing,  which  were  cut  ofi'at  the  level  of  high  water  in  the 
original  pond  al)out  seventy-six  years  ago.  The  new  dam  was  com- 
pleted Jan.  1,  1892.  The  upper  pond  is  much  smaller  than  the 
lower  one,  and  remains  as  yet  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
purchased. 

The  water  stored  in  these  reservoirs  will  be  used  to  maintain  the 
flow  in  the  stream  when  necessary,  and  particularly  on  Sundays 
during  the  dryer  portion  of  the  year,  when,  owing  to  the  shutting 
down  of  the  mills,  little  or  no  water  would  otherwise  flow  past  the 
dams  farther  down  stream. 

The  old  dam  at  the  Blackmer  &  Walker  Pond  has  been  replaced 
by  a  new  one,  built  of  stone,  but  otherwise  the  pond  has  not  been 
changed. 
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The  canal  for  diverting  the  water  starts  from  the  upper  end  of  the 
raill-pond,  with  its  bottom  four  feet  below  high-water  mark,  and 
runs  to  the  gate-house  of  the  Ludlow  Reservoir,  a  total  distance  of 
6.88  miles.  The  canal  is  of  uniform  section,  8  feet  wide  on  the 
bottom,  with  side  slopes  of  1^  horizontal  to  1  vertical  throughout 
the  whole  distance,  except  at  two  points,  where,  in  order  to  cross 
Broad  Brook  and  Cherry  Valley  just  below  the  dam  of  the  Ludlow 
Reservoir,  fifty-four-ineh  wrought-iron  pipes  are  substituted.  It 
receives  in  its  course  the  water  of  Broad  Brook  and  Axe  Factory 
Brook,  the  former  through  a  branch  canal  about  3,200  feet  long. 
The  total  fall  of  the  main  canal  is  42  feet.  Much  of  the  way  the 
inclination  is  less  than  1  in  1),000,  but  in  one  place  in  the  upper 
portion  of  its  course  the  inclination  is  1  in  83^  for  half  a  mile.  The 
last  (5,000  feet  is  located  close  to  the  edge  of  the  Ludlow  Reservoir, 
with  the  bottom  of  the  canal  five  feet  below  the  level  of  the  water 
in  the  reservoir. 

The  Higher  Brook  canal  remains  as  before,  but  a  pipe  has  been 
hiid  from  its  former  point  of  discharge  into  the  Ludlow  Reservoir, 
to  convey  its  waters  directly  to  the  basin  near  the  Ludlow  gate- 
house. 

The  basin  is  about  900  feet  long,  and  has  an  area  of  about  12 
acres  and  a  storage  capacity  of  ai)out  50,000,000  gallons  when  full. 
A  thirty-six-inch  iron  pipe,  133  feet  long,  has  been  laid  through  the 
dam  which  separates  the  basin  from  the  main  reservoir,  by  which 
surplus  water  can  be  discharged  into  the  reservoir  when  more  than 
the  required  quantity  is  brought  l)y  the  canals,  or  through  which  a 
supply  can  !)e  drawn  from  the  main  reservoir  into  the  basin  if  an 
emergency  ever  makes  it  necessary  to  take  water  from  this  source. 

The  surplus  water  brought  by  the  canals  can  be  diverted  into  the 
basin  or  directly  into  the  main  reservoir,  and  from  all  sources  except 
Higher  Brook  the  water  can  be  turned  directly  into  the  gate-house  if 
desired,  and  in  this  way  sent  directly  to  the  city  without  admixture 
with  the  water  in  the  basin.  It  has  been  the  policy  to  discharge  as 
much  surplus  water  as  possible  into  the  basin,  and  allow  it  to  flow 
thence  into  the  main  reservoir  through  the  thirty-six-inch  pipe  above 
mentioned.  This  is  done  with  a  view  to  changing  the  water  in  the 
basin  as  oft^n  as  possible,  and  thus  preventing  growths  of  alga^  and 
consequent  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors.     Growths  of  alga?,  how- 
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ever,  iippeared  in  (he  basia  id  ISDl,  nnd  for  this  reason  water  from 
the  canul  was  turned  directly  through  the  gate-house  to  the  city 
until  lute  in  the  season. 

The  various  portions  of  the  works  were  completed  at  different 
times  as  follows :  The  basin  was  completed  early  in  the  fall  of 
18110  and  Higher  Brook  was  diverted  into  it  Nov.  22.  1890.  Water 
fi-om  Broad  and  Axe  Factory  brooks  was  turned  into  the  basin  May 
18,  1891,  but  was  shut  off,  owing  to  a  leak  in  the  wrought-iron 
siphon  around  the  Cherry  Valley  dam,  and  was  turned  on  again 
June  2,  18'Jl.  During  this  interval  a  part  of  the  water  was  drawn 
from  the  main  reservoir.  Water  from  Jubish  Brook  was  first  turned 
through  the  canal  June  20,  IStll. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Wattr  from  the  Oale-house  of  the  Ludlow  Seservoir, 
SpringfiKld  Water  WorkB. 
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Microieopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Qute-houae  of  the  Ludlow  Hetervoir, 

Spnitgfidd  Water  Works. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Canal  whieh  conveys  Water  from  Jabifk, 
Axe  Factory  and  Broail  Brooks  to  the  Basin  and  Oale-house  at  Ludlow  Reservoir. 
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Mieroseopieal  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Higher  Brook,  in  Ludloto, 
(Parupci  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examinalion. 
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Cftemicoi  ExamintUUm  of  Water  from  the  Btvin  of  the  Springfield  Water  ll'orla  at 

Lvdlow  Bexervoir. 
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MicroicopitfU  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  LtuUow  Reservoir,  at  a  depth  of  six  fi<t 
beneath  the  surface. 
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Microaeopieal  Examination  of  Waler  from  Ludlow  Eetervoir,  al  a  depth  i^tixful 
benealh  the  aurfnct. 

[ICDmber  of  orgBnluDi  per  cubic  ceall meter.] 
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SPBENOnEI-D. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Ludlow  Beservoir,  cotkcted  at  from  Iwo  to 
fourftel  above  the  bottom. 

[Purtl  IMI  10D,«».] 
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Microtecpical  Examination. 

[Number  of  orguilmw  per  cubic  cCDllmcur.] 
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JIficroacopical  Examinaliort  —  Concluded. 
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STEBLINO. 


For  chemical  and  microscopical  examinations  of  water  from  East 
Wauabnctim  Pond  in  Sterling  see  Clinton. 


Water    Sdpply    of    Stockbridqe.  —  Stockbeiihib    Water 
Company, 

CAemical  Bximinalion  of  Water  from  Konkapol  Brook  and  Lake  Averic,  i 
Stockbridge. 
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If  aoDiiritcLsd  ID  laki  >  mpply  from  Lslis  Aiirls. 

MUroicopical  Examination. 

on»c«,  Ci/mbtUa.i;  DIatonui.fi.;  UtHdioii, *;  Smkfda.i;  SUMKhia.i;  Sif. 
UoTOOKXHi,  1;  Clotltrlum.  pr.  Fuii|{l,  OrtHOIArix,  110.  IntuiorU,  Suglma,  i; 
iMelliDaani,  Zoiglaa,  418,    Total,  H3. 
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i.Cii^'mu.S;  jron<»,3,    ToUl,  9t). 


Water  Supply  of  Stonbiiam. 
(See  Wi^KjUld.) 


Water  Supply  op  Swampscott  and  Naiiant.  —  Maublghbad 
Water  Company. 
The  nmnlier  of  tubular  welU  has  iieen  increased  until  tliere  are  now 
seveuty-tvvo  in  all  connected  with  the  works.  These  welU  are  about 
40  feet  in  depth  and  are  nil  within  300  feet  of  the  large  well,  which 
was  the  original  source  of  supply.  The  welU  are  located  hut  a  short 
distance  from  the  ocean.  Provision  hiis  been  made  by  which  water 
can  be  pumped  for  use  either  from  the  large  well  or  from  the  tubular 
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wells.  1he  analyses  show  that  the  water  from  the  wells  contains 
a  greater  amount  of  residue  on  evaporation,  chlorine  and  nitrates, 
than  in  previous  years.  1  his  is  probably  due  in  part  to  the  prox- 
imity of  the  works  to  the  ocean  and  the  consequent  infiltration 
of  a  very  small  amount  of  sea  water,  and  it  may  also  be  due  in 
part  to  the  diversion  of  Stacy's  Brook,  which  formerly  flowed  past 
the  well,  into  the  Lynn  intercepting  sewer,  b'ome  additional  test 
wells  were  driven  in  Paradise  Road  in  the  autumn  of  1891,  about  a 
third  of  a  mile  north-east  of  the  present  works,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing an  additional  supply  from  this  source.  These  wells  were  tested 
by  pumping  from  them  for  more  than  a  week  with  a  steam  pump. 
Analyses  of  the  water  were  also  made,  which  will  be  found  on 
page  217. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WcUer  from  the  Wells  of  the  Marblehead  Waltr  Company^ 

Swampscott, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  aamplea  were  collected  from  a  faucet  at  the  pumping  elation  while  pumping. 
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SWAMPSCOTT. 

Microscopical  Ezaminalion  of  Water  from  the  WelU  of  the  Marblehead  Water 

Company^  Swampscott. 

[Number  of  organlaros  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Test  Wells  of  the  Marblehead  Water  Company 

on  Paradise  Road,  SwampscoU, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. No.  8143  was  collected  from  a  tubular  well  which  overflowed  Into  the  brook ;  the  other 

samples  from  Ave  tubular  wells  which  were  connected  and  tested  by  being  pumped  from  for  about  a 
week.  No.  $167  was  collected  near  the  beginning  of  the  test  and  No.  8175  near  the  end  of  the  test  after  64 
hours*  continuous  pumping. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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TAUNTOS. 

Wateb  Supply  of  Tadmton. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Filter-basin  of  the  Taunton  Water  Workt. 

[PtTU  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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TAUNTON. 

Microaeopical  Examination  —  Concladed. 
[NDmbw  ot  m 
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Chemical  Examimalion  of  Water  fivm  the  Taunton  River,  at  Taunton- 
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TAtTNTON. 

Mieroseopieai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Taunton  Biver  al  Taunton. 

[NQmlMr  of  oitulma  par  eoble  c«nUni*Ur.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Long,  Assawompaett  and  Elder's  Ponds  in 
Lakeville,  made  during  an  Investigation  for  an  addilional  Water  Supply  for 
TaunUin. 

(P«rt»perliW,01».] 
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TAITNTON'. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Long,  Assawompsett  and  Elder^s  Ponds 
in  LakecUle,  made  during  an  Investigation  for  an  additional  Water  Supply 
for  Taunton. 

[Number  of  orgaDluns  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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TEMPLBTOX. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waierfrom  a  Tubular  Well  ai  the  Hospital  Cottage  for 

Children  at  Baldwinville,  Templeton, 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. Tbe  eample  waa   collected  after  pumping  for  aeTeral  hours.    The  well  la  202 

feet  In  depth. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

Mlacellaneons,  Zooglota,  3,140. 

Water  Supply  op  Uxbridge. 

The  works  of  the  Uxbridge  Water  Company  were  purchased  by 
the  town  in  1890. 


Water  Supply  of  Wakefield    and  Stoneham. — Wakefield 

Water  Company. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waierfrom  Crystal  Lake,  Wakefield, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  vegetable  and  unpleasant. The  samples  wjsre  collected  from  a  faucet  at  the  pumping 

atation.    The  first  aample  was  collected  at  a  time  when  the  pond  waa  full;  the  aecond  one  at  a  time  of 
very  low  water. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

No.  7290.  DIntomaoecB,  Attfrionelta,  2 ;  Diatoma ,  3 ;  M^ttoiirat  1{  Naticula^  pr. ;  StfphanodUcutt  64 ; 
TabeHaria,2.    Infusoria,  rracA^/omoiuiA,  pr.    Miscellaneous,  ZooyAsa,  106.    Total,  168. 

No.  8236.  Dlatomace«,  ^«<^(on«//a,  2,688;  Cocconema,  pr.;  Epithemia^  pr.;  FragilariOt  166; 
Ji(lo9iraffi;  St^pkanodi9CM9,iSi  rafreZ/aria,  3,512.  Algae,  CAtoroce>ccif«,  8;  5toura4<rtfm,  pr.  Rhizopoda, 
Actinophrj/Ht  pr.  Infusoria,  Jfonas,  pr. /VH<finfum,  pr. ;  Trachelomoncu,  pr.  VermeBf  Polyarlhra,pT, 
MlacelUneoua,  Zooglaa,  43.    Total,  6,461. 
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WALTH^VM. 

Water  Supply  of  Waltham. 

The  capacity  of  the  works  was  increased  in  1891  by  sinking  a  well 
40  feet  in  diameter  in  the  filter-basin  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  below  its 
bottom,  and  about  2G.4  feet  below  the  average  level  of  the  water  in 
Charles  River.  The  wall  of  the  well  is  made  of  large  split  stones, 
laid  without  mortar,  for  a  height  of  three  feet  above  the  bottom ;  and 
above  this  level  of  stone  also  laid  without  mortar  with  an  interior 
lining  16  inches  in  thickness  of  brick  masonry.  The  yield  of  the 
well  during  its  construction  is  said  to  have  been  very  large. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  the  Waltham 

Water  Works. 

[Partt  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  faintly  vegetahle. Tho  aample  waa  collectod  from  the  reaervoiroear  Ita  outlet.     Thiaaam- 

ple  and  the  two  which  follow  were  collected  at  a  time  when  there  waa  complaint  of  the  taate  and  odor 
of  the  water. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Dtatnmacen,  Atitfrionetln^  7,3<M;  CycloteHtf  M;  yavirnta,  1;  Stephanodi^ciiMt  2  Algee,  Ckloro- 
cooctr«,  2;  IlnfiftMtrHtn,2;  i^cenedennuiit  \ ;  iiot-antrumtVr.;  Staumnlrum.pr.;  ZodnporeMfld.  Infaaoria, 
J}lnobryon,  U.    Vermeo,  AnurtOt  pr.;  Sifnchatat  1.    Miscellanoous,  ZooglcMt  200.    Total,  7,729. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faticels  in   Waltham^  supplied  from  the 

Waltham  Water  Works, 
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Odor,  distinctly  vegetable. The  samples  were  collected  from  fnucets  in  tho  city,  No.  7IU2  from 

A  dwelling-house  at  707  Main  Street,  and  No.  7343  from  the  works  of  the  Waltham  Wutch  Company. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  7342.    DiatomaccflB,  AnUrionflla,  4,992;  Xaricnla,!;     Sjpiedra,  pr.    Algse,  Xfphroci/tlum,  pr.; 
J^iaiitrutn,\\  .Scrnf'Unmuft,\\  i>oro»trum,  pr.    Fungi,  Sfirrharoinyfjeii,  6%     Infusoria, />t;ro/^ryon,  6; 


J^gridlninrnt  I ;  Trnchflntnonan,2.    V^ermes,  ^M?/r^a,  pr.    Total,  5,072. 

No.  7343.    Diftlomnceae,  AnUriont 
pr.;  TttrutporOf  2.    Infusoria,  Jfona* 


No.  7343.    Diaiomnceae,  AitUrioneUa,  6,888;    Cijc/otflfa,  11.    Algss,  Pediastrum^  1;   Staurattrum, 

I,  pr.    Miscellaneous,  Zooglaa,  76.    Toul,  5,978. 
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Water  Supply  of  Ware. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Ware  Water  Works. 

[Pftrta  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  umple  waa  collected  from  «  faucet  at  the  pumping  station  while  pumping. 

ldicroscoj)ical  Examination, 

DlatomaceflB,  TabeUaria,  1.     Fungi,  Orenothrix,  1.    Rhizopoda,  Difflugiat  pr.     Mlacellaneona, 
ZooglcMt  pr.    Total,  2. 


Water  Supply  of  Watertown    and  Belmont.  —  Watertown 

Water  Supply  Company. 

At  the  time  these  works  were  last  described  the  source  of  supply 
was  a  filter-gallery,  built  in  three  sections,  on  the  left  bank  of 
Charles  River  above  Watertown.  Since  that  time  a  system  of 
tubular  wells  has  been  added  near  the  pumping  station,  and  a  large 
well  about  350  feet  south-easterly  from  one  section  of  the  filter- 
gallery.  There  are  20  tubular  wells,  each  2^  inches  in  diameter  and 
having  an  average  depth  of  about  25  feet.  Water  is  pumped  from 
them  into  the  filter-basin.  The  large  well  is  20  feet  in  diameter  and 
24  feet  deep,  and  is  covered  with  a  roof  to  exclude  the  light.  It  is 
lined  with  stone  up  to  a  height  of  15  feet  above  the  bottom  and  the 
remainder  of  the  wall  is  of  brick  masonry.  It  is  connected  with  the 
filter-basin  by  a  twelve-inch  pipe. 
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WATLAND. 

Wateb  Supply  of  Watland. 

Chemical  Examiaation  of  WaUr  from  the  FiUtr-gallery  of  the  Wayland  Water 
Workt. 
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Microscopical  Examitialian. 
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■WAYLA>-D. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  ConcludGd. 


! 

IMS. 

.... 

Feb.  1  Pd). '  Mil 

M.T-  i  M.J.  |jBlr.    Am.     Btpl. 

c. 

TMt.  Ij  J>n. 

PLANTS -Con. 

1 

1      !     1      1 

Al«» 

II 

0 

.1 

D        tl       5      «      n        0 

* 

0 

* 

Eas; :  : 

0 
0 

! 

t       :        !:      !      1       li 

0           2           »;         0           0;           0 

1 

% 

FttUffl.    Cmothrli.       . 

■•■» 

I.IM  8,208  1,9 

a  14,008  11,3«D 

3.]3B'M,S«jM.S9KM.iao 

3i.s«; 

1,800 

ANIMALS. 

1 

1 

1           '           i                      i' 

IntUaorla,     . 

"l 

0;       ( 

.     ..     . 

1       'i       'i       ':       'ii 

> 

J 

o|       0 

J    1.1     ■ 

•1      •!      •:      =,      ' 

0 

10  U.04(^11,38S  3,31a;  17,!U' SB, 020  34,3T8'31,6T1  '  ;,SDt 


[P. 

rXjwr 

100.000.] 

Dm  «» 

A.„»..c. 

"jr 

z:r\     .„o,„. 

l|--" 

. 

i 

!'    !i| 

1 

1 

nH 

u 

ill 

1 

a 

•nta 
■nsa 

f"'.  4 'Feb.  0 
P.b.2>'F.b.Si 

M*j    TlUir    > 

i 
V.*ltRbt..V.ill8bt. 

?::K:K'.V 

V..l]iAi.,V..iigtai. 
Slighl.     Sllgh. 

o.m:  4.00 

I.TO     3. 3.-1 
O.SS    2. so 

0.40 :  2.;o 

0.80'  3.W 

]!no    iouoiliaioo'  - 

1.7D     .00021.0118,0091 

'  - 

ioHt 

:^ 

.0300.0001 
.MOO.DOOO 
.UIW.OOOO 
.0(170  .0000 
.01011  .0000 

u 

T3U  M>r!a:u>]<n  isiight.    .eiuhi.'io.u 

TtHIJuneSulJuly   llKllKbi.      Sllitbl.     lO.ni, 
malAuir.  4.A.1K.  TSiiKbi.     siiiibt.     o.m 
TMI  e«pt.li,S.pL.lI:|lll.UD<:l.,CoDi.,     |0.U 

giio^Ort.  »:oct.  M!;ni.iiiic!t.!coSi..    "a.to 

Sm'NoT.28;.NoT.So''Bll(ihl.     isil«h?%.BB 

aTa'i>r«.ao:D«  SMSiiKhi.    ttiiigbi.    .i.iu 

:! 

i'.w    '.axs  '.otti 

1,80     .OniA.DHII 

1.80    .oow'.osaz 

.0331 
.0249 
.0172 

.0208 

ia 

Im-jo  ioooo 
.oiooj.ooo* 

1.7 

a 

2.3i|. ««<.<«-. 

.02H 

■ 

.98 

=:= 

li' 

Ay. 

;        '         1 

... 

3.80 

I.fl4     .OO-JS-DMI 

.m 

.00.3 

.» 

.„„.»., 

:»nft[  OB  bollog. Tha  umpln  war* 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  227 

WATI.Aia>. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  WaUrfrtmi  fhe  Storage  Sesermir  of  the  Wayland 
Water  Works. 

[NDVbar  or  orfsnluu  par  cubic  caotlmalar.] 
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'WSaTBOBOirOH. 

Water  Supply  op  Westborough. 
Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  the  Lowtr  Basin,  Sandra  Pond,  We^bonugk. 

[I>u1*  per  100,000.] 
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SO.    Vnmu,  Jnuno,!;  ffobitoriaiicnl.l.    lllicellaiuDD*,  ZaAffaa,  S.    Total,  100. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Upper  Battn,  Sandra  Pond,  Weslborough. 

(Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Microicopical  Examination. 
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ZoStkm.i.    T«al,SM. 
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WESTBOROTJGH. 

Water  Supply  of  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  West- 
borough. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the   Tubular  Wells  of  the  Westborough 

Insane  Uospital, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  No«.  7566  and  7569,  mouldy  and  unpleasant ;  of  the  others,  faintly  mouldy. No.  7566  was 

collected  from  the  line  of  tubular  wells  very  near  the  shore  of  Chauncy  Pond;  No.  7567,  from  the  line 
of  tubular  wells  in  the  meadow  at  some  distance  from  the  pond ;  No.  7568,  from  a  faucet  In  the  laundry 
in  the  main  building;  No.  7509,  from  a  faucet  In  the  farm  bam,  which  is  the  most  distant  point  supplied 
with  water  from  this  source. 


Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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■WEST  BOYI.STON. 


West  Boylston. 


Chemical  ExavtiHolion  of  Water  from  Maiden  and  TVout  Brooks,  made  during  a 
Invesligalion  for  a  Water  Supply/or  West  BoyUton. 
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Water  Supply  of  Westfield. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  the  WeMfield 

WfUer  Works,  and  from  a  Hydrant. 
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WESTPIELD. 

Microscopical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  the  Disiributing  Eetervoir  of  the  Weil- 
Jield  Water  Works  and  from  a  Hydrant. 

[Knmber  ol  orgaDltm*  ptr  ea\>\e  emtirattet.] 
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WESTMINSTER. 


Westminster. 
For  analyses  of  water  from  Meetiog-bouse  and  Wacbusett  pooda, 
aod  from  streams  Dear  tbem,  see  FUchburg. 


Water  Supply  of  Whitman. 
A  tubular  well  6  incbes  in  diameter  and  227  feet  deep  bas  beeo 
added  to  tbe  former  sources  of  supply. 
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WHITMAN. 

JUicroscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ike  Filter-gallery  of  Ihe    WTiUnian 

Water  Works. 

[Nnmhcr  ot  orgiDliiDi  per  cable  ceDttmaler.) 
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WHITMAS. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  HobarCt  Pond  in  Whitman. 
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■WmTMAN. 

Microscopical  Examittalton  —  Concluded. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Deep  Tabular  Wtll  at  Whitman. 
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winchester. 

Water  Supply  op  Winchester. 
The  South  Reservoir,  the  construction  of  which  was  begun  in  1881 
and  subsequently  discontinued,  was  completed  in  1891.  It  is  situ- 
ated but  tt  short  distance  south  of  the  North  Reservoir,  which  is 
DOW  used  to  supply  the  town,  but  it  is  not  connected  with  it,  as 
there  is  a  narrow  ridge  l«tween  the  upper  ends  of  the  two  resei^ 
voirs.  The  new  reservoir  covers  an  area  of  about  160  acres,  and 
has  a  water-shed,  exclusive  of  the  water  surface,  of  385  acres.  The 
reservoir  is  separated  into  two  parts  by  a  dam,  crossing  a  narrow 
portion,  about  midway  between  its  upper  and  lower  ends.  The 
lower  division  has  an  area  of  100  acres,  very  bold  shores  to  a  depth 
of  20  feet  or  more  below  high-wat«r  mark,  and  a  maximum  depth  of 
about  40  feet  just  above  the  dam.  The  upper  division  floods  an 
extensive  swuinp  to  a  depth  of  about  13  feet.  The  water  in  the 
upper  division  can  be  raised  three  feet  higher  than  in  the  lower  one. 
A  twenty-four-inch  pipe,  provided  with  a  gate,  is  laid  through  the 
dam,  by  which  water  can  be  drawn  from  the  upper  division  into  the 
lower  one,  and  an  overflow  is  also  provided.  This  reservoir  has  a 
very  large  capacity  in  proportion  to  its  water-shed,  so  that  it 
requires  more  than  a  year  to  fill.  It  is  not  yet  filled,  nor  is  it  con- 
nected with  the  pipe  system  in  the  town. 


Chemical  Ex'iiiiinniwn  of  Water  from  Dike's  Meadow  Brook  at  the  Point  tehere  it 

enters  the  North  Beservoir  of  Ihe  Winchester  Water  Works. 

[P«ni  per  1M.000.] 
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WINCnKSTER. 

Mieroseopical  Examiaalion  of  Waifrfivm  Dike's  Meadow  Brook  at  the  Point  when 
it  enUrs  (he  North  Beatrvoir  of  the  Winchegler  Water  Works. 
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WINCHESTER. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  North  ReKrvoir  of  the   Winchester 
Water  Works. 
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JUieroneopieal  Eiamination  of  Waler  from  Ike  North  Beurvoir  of  the  Wiitchttter 
WaUr  Works. 
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■WmCHEBTER. 

Mieroacopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Norih  Besercoir  of  the  Windtetler 
Water  mw*3  —  Concluded. 

[Bomber  of  organlnu  p«r  eabk  etntltnaur.] 
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^VrXCIIKSTRR. 

Chemieai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Sovlh  Bescrvoir  of  tlie  Winehetter  Water 
Workt. 


I-mrtaperlOIVai.] 

I.„,0, 

A»...iu.c., 

""£"" 

A«.o»U, 

MInoaM 

1 

.1 

1 

1 

1 

C 

ji 

^ 

i 

■i 

1 

|l 

1 

Tin 

IS 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  11 

1 
DlitloBt.'Cani. 

Q.W 

a.30 

.0068 

J.:^ 

.0013 

_„ 

0000 

a.3 

iwr. 

Bept.  2 

BBpt.  a 

Sligbl.     ,8]l(hl, 
D«old»d.  Co"."'' 

O.M 

6.M 

2.1* 

-0070 

.™.'.™ 

.0008 

,35 

.OlM 

0000 

i.i 

MIO 

Oot.     6 

Oet.    B 

O.W 

fi.M 

2.M 

-0034 

Mju.om 

.0372 

.38 

.OOM 

.0000 

S.B 

urn 

Not.  3 

Not.  1 

BlSIiT'  |Sllghl7 

0.70 

«.40 

l.W 

.0^ 

...u'.Ma 

.ood 

.10 

.am 

!.4 

SIM 

D«.  3 

Dec.  3 

V.>llBb(.,V.il)ghl.O.U 

S.SS 

1.80 

* 

.«^u« 

.„„ 

.40 

.oaw 

.OOOi 

l.K 

1 

••" 

•■" 

»- 

'(Bl- 

.■W 

.OOM 

.oooe 

n 



Odor.  ceceUble,  becoming  nLrouiiei  on  beitlng, Tbc  unpin  wen  eolleelcd  from  lh«  rcKrvoIr 

nur  Ihe  giu-boDH  >  hv  Inchci  bencnili  tb«  lurrusa.    At  Ibe  Ume  Ibcia  wmptsi  vers  collsclad  Ibe 
KKrrofr  wu  BlllnR  foe  lb«  Hnt  lime,  lad  the  wiWr  level  otu  from  13  lo  18  feel  betov  blgb-wMer 


Microacoi/ical  ExamiHotion. 
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WINCirESTKR,  • 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  South  Beservoir  of  Vie  Winchester 

Water  WorhA — Concluded. 

[Number  of  organlsma  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Table  showing  Heights  of  Water  in  the  North  Beservoir  of  the  Winchester  Water 
Works  at  times  when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  for  Analysis, 

Note.  —  nigh-waler  mark  is  25.0  feet. 
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Water  Supply  of  Winthrop. 

(Sec  Bcvere.) 
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WOBURN, 

Water  Supply  of  Woburn. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FiUer-gatlcry  of  the  Woburn  Water  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  samplea  were  collected  from  a  faucet  in  the  pumping  station  while  pumping, 

with  the  exception  of  the  last  two,  which  were  collected  directly  from  the  filter-gallery. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from,  the  Filter-gallery  of  the  Woburn  Water 

Works. 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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WOBUKN. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  DistriinUing  Beaervoir  of  the  Wobum 
WaUr  Works. 

[PuU  pOT  1IW,I)00.] 
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WOBUBN. 

Chemical  Examinalvm  of  Water  from  Horn  Pond  in  Wobum. 

[Put*  pet  100,000.] 
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MicTotcopieal  BxaminaiAm — Concluded. 
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Water  Supply  of  Worcester. 

Leicester  Supplt.—  Chemieai  ExaminaUon  of  WaUrfrmn  the  Inlet  to  the  Lynde 

Brook  Storage  Betervoir. 

[r*iu  pM  100,000.] 
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WOItCESTRK. 

Leicestkr  SvePi.Y.  —  Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Intel  to  the 
Lynde  Brook  Storage  Reservoir — Concluded. 

IFumber  at  orfuluu  pot  cubic  c«tiUnal«r.] 
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Leicester  Supfly,  — Cfccmiwii  Examination  of  Water  from  the.  Lynde  Brook 
Storage  Reservoir. 
-[Panap«T  100,000.] 
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WOHCESTER. 

Leicester  Supply.  —  Mieroteopieal  Examination  of  Waitrfrom  the  Lynde  Brook 
Storage  Reservoir. 
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WORCESTEn. 

Leicesteu  Supply.  —  Chemiral  Examinalitm  of  Water  fivm  a  Faveet  in  Wonet- 
ler,  supplied  from  the  LeiceMtr  Bctervoir. 

[Put!  p«r  100,000.] 
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"WORCESTER, 

HoLDEK  SvPPLY.—MieroKOpical  Ei^tminatian  of  Water  from   Talntwi:  Brook 
Storage  Seaervoir. 
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l¥OKCESTER. 

Record  of  Heights  of  Water  in  Holden  and^Lcicester  Starciffe  BeMentrirs  at  Times 

when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  for  Analysis, 

NoTS.  — Holdeo  BcMrroIrp  bclgbt  of  roUway,  30.10  feet;  Leiceeter  Reeeirolr,  height  of  rollway, 
37>fOfect. 


DATE- 


HuGHT  or  Watbb. 


Holden.     Leieeeter. 


IMI. 

Jao.  13 30.82 

Feb.  12. 20.48 

Var.  10, 10.88 

Apr.  13, 30.S5    { 

Vay  11 10.92 

Jaoe  8, 18.80 


BUOHT  OF  Watu. 


I>ATE. 
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Holden.     Leieeeter. 


38.35    I    Jnly  13, 


18»1. 


37.83 
38.17 
37.95 
30.95 
86.16 


Aug.  16, 
Sept.  15, 
Oct.  13, 
Not.  10, 
Dec.  14, 


16.S2 

13.10 

11.05 

8.84 

7.20 

0.08 


83.98 
81.62 
80.50 
27.97 
25.n 
25.20 


EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

AND  RIVEES. 


RIVERS. 


[va] 


EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 


The  regular  monthly  examination  of  the  waters  of  three  rivers  has 
been  continued  during  the  past  year.  The  Blackstone  has  1>een 
examined  at  four  points,  the  Merrimack  at  two  and  the  Taunton 
at  one. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  a  drier  season  than  any  other  since  the 
Board  began  its  regular  examinations  of  water  supplies  and  rivers 
in  1887,  to  make  special  examinations  of  iive  rivers,  viz.,  the  Black- 
stone,  (^uaboag  (a  branch  of  the  Chicopee),  Merrimack,  Nashua 
and  Ncponset. 

Occasional  examinations  have  been  made  of  water  from  some  of 
the  other  rivers  of  the  State,  and  the  results  are  printed  in  con- 
nection with  the  water  supplies  of  the  towns  whore  the  samples  were 
collected,  and  can  be  found  on  previous  pages  of  this  volume  as 
follows :  — 

Charles  Kiver  at  Newton, pnge  186 

Salisbury  Plain  River  at  Brockton, "105 

Town  River  at  Bridge  water, "99 

Nearly  all  of  the  examinations  show  an  increasing  pollution  of  the 
streams  as  compared  with  previous  years.  This  is  caused  not  only 
by  the  fact  that  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1891  were  drier  than 
for  several  years  before,  Imt  also  by  an  unusually  rapid  increase  in 
population  and  manufactures  during  these  years,  little  being  done 
by  the  towns  and  manufacturers  to  keep  the  larger  streams  from 
becoming  polluted. 

Blackstone  River. 

A  detailed  description  of  the  Blackstone  River  and  of  the  various 
ways  in  which  it  is  polluted  was  given  in  the  special  report  of  the 
Board  on  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  181)0,  page  383.  As 
there  stated,  the  Blackstone  is  the  most  polluted  river  in  Massachu- 
setts, due  for  the  most  part  to  the  sewage  and  manufacturing  refuse 
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of  til"  citv  of  Worcester,  ii^ituated  at  the  head  of  the  river.  Until 
June  2T}^  181^0,  all  of  the  Worcester  sewage  went  directly  into  this 
Ktreaui  through  the  Mill  Brook  channel ;  but  since  that  date  a 
jMirtion  of  the  i»ewage  has  ^leen  treated  at  the  chemical  precipitation 
worlcK,  located  near  the  river,  about  one  mile  south  of  Quinsigamond 
Village. 

In  order  to  show  clearly  the  points  at  which  the  Worce^'ti'r  sewage 
and  the  effluent  from  the  precipitation  works  enter  the  river,  and 
the  relation  of  these  fioints  to  the  places  where  samples  have  been 
iyi}\\ecXe<\^  a  diagram  is  given  upon  the  opposite  page.  This  is  not 
drawn  to  scale,  but  i*^  merely  a  sketch  showing  the  relation  of  the 
f^wage  outlets  and  sewerage  works  to  the  river,  and  the  average 
quantity  of  water  or  sewage  flowing  in  the  different  channels  during 
the  week  ending  July  29,  1891,  when  a  si^ecial  examination  of  the 
river  was  made. 

Nearly  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  city  flows  into  the  channel  of  Mill 
Brook,  which  has  practically  been  converted  •  into  a  sewer.  As, 
however,  this  brcKjk  receives  the  natural  drainage  from  a  water-shed 
of  alK>ut  ]2./>  square  miles,  the  sewage  is  diluted  and  its  volume 
very  greatly  increased  by  mingling  with  the  brook  water.  At  the 
present  time  the  main  sewer  leading  to  the  precipitation  works 
extends  only  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mill  Brook  channel,  so  that  the 
sewage  treated  does  not  come  directly  from  the  sewere,  but  is  the 
diluted  sewage  flowing  in  this  channel.  On  account  of  the  large 
volume,  it  is  possilile  with  the  present  works  to  treat  only  a  portion 
of  this  sewage,  even  in  the  summer  time  when  the  flow  is  least. 
The  pre<;ipitation  works  were  designed  to  treat  4,500,000  gallons 
per  day,  but,  during  the  drier  portions  of  1891,  they  were  used  to 
treat  as  much  as  0,000,000  gallons,  though  this  amount  could  not  be 
treated  (juite  as  effectiv-ely  as  a  smaller  quantity.  The  greater  part 
of  the  untreated  sewage  now,  as  in  the  past,  flows  into  the  river  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mill  Brook  channel ;  but  it  is  the  custom  to  divert 
to  the  precipitation  works  somewhat  more  sewage  than  can  be 
treated,  and  to  turn  the  surplus  into  the  river  through  a  by-pass. 

At  the  preci[)itation  works  the  sewage  is  treated  with  chemicals 
and  then  cause<l  to  flow  slowly  through  settling  tanks.  The  clari- 
iied  eflluent  is  discharged  through  a  ditch  into  the  river.  The 
precipitated  sludge  is  disposed  of  by  pumping  it  upon  land  near  the 
river,  and  some  of  it  after  drying  has  been  burned. 
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BLACKSTONE  RFTEB. 

Diagram  showing  the  Relation  of  the  Worcester  Sewerage  Works  to  the  Blackstone 

River  (tiot  drawn  to  scale). 

Note.  —  Flgnres  in  parentbeses  ezpreM  the  average  flow  in  millions  of  gallons  per  twenty- 
four  boors  tbrongb  tbe  diflbrent  channels  daring  the  week,  beginning  at  8  a.m.,  Jaly  22, 1891. 
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BI^CKSTONE  BIVEB. 

Aa  the  amonnt  of  sewage  dischfli^ed  without  treatment  is  much 
greater  than  the  amount  treated,  the  river  ia  still  very  foul  and 
duriog  the  past  year  has  been  the  cause  of  mncb  c  implaint  from 
those  living  near  it  below  Worcester. 

The  regular  monthly  examinations  of  the  river  at  several  points 
have  now  been  continued  since  June,  1887,  and  it  is  feasible  to  pre- 
pare tables  by  which  the  average  results  obtained  in  the  different 
years  can  be  compared.  Two  tables  are  presented,  one  showing 
the  average  results  for  each  calendar  year  and  the  other  giving  the 
average  results  for  the  six  months  of  each  year  from  June  to 
November,  inclusive,  the  latter  representing  the  drier  half  of  the 
year.  The  AVorcestcr  precipitation  works  were  firi^t  operated  in 
July,  18!J0,  and  since  that  date  samples  have  been  taken  from  the 
river  above  and  below  the  works,  while  before  only  one  sample  was 
collected.  As  no  sewage  then  entered  the  river  at  the  precipitation 
works  it  may  he  fairly  assumed  that  for  all  previous  months  the 
water  had  the  same  character  above  and  below  the  works. 

Following  these  tables  of  averages  will  V>e  found,  first,  the  detailed 
tables  of  analyses  of  the  regular  monthly  samples ;  second,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  special  examination  of  the  river  and  sewerage  works, 
made  in  July,  1891,  together  with  the  general  results  of  this  exam- 
ination ;  and,  finally,  the  tables  giving  in  detail  the  measurements  of 
the  flow  of  the  river  and  all  of  the  analyses  made  in  connection  with 
this  examination. 


AVEHAOES  OF  CltEUICAL  ANALTSES  OF  WaTKR  FROM  THE    BLACKSTOKK  RivER 
VO&  THE  YKARB  1888  TO  1891,  INCLUSIVE, 

Ulacksione  River  between  Mill  Brook  Channel  and  the  Sewage  Precipitation  Worka, 
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BLACKSTONE  RIVER. 

Blackttone  Biver  below  Sewage  Preeipita/ion  Works. 

(I'uuper  UM.OW.j 
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BI^CKSTONX  BnnsB« 

Blacksione  Biver  below  Sewage  PrecipUcUion  Works. 

[PftrU  per  100,000.] 
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"    "   1891,  . 


I 


Bkmdcb  om 

KVAPOSA- 
TIOW. 


J 


a 
o 
s 

I 


0.91 
0.76 
0.86 
0.97 
1.05 


11.36!  3.10 
22.25!  6.60 


Ammoxia. 


i 


Albuminoid. 


■i 


.2686 
.2658 
.3980 
.2907 
.6367 


.1741 
.1112 
.1430 


I 


.0557 
.0772 


.14921.0722 

.1508 1  .0883 

I 


.0555 
.0658 
.0770 
.0625 


1.85 

1.50 

1.32 

i  1.46 

!  2.61 


NlTBOOBIl 


.0160 
.0882 

.oin 

.0270 
.0233 


.0041! 


.0026! 

.0018 

.0040 


8.9 
6.2 


BUickstone  Biver  at  Uxbridge. 


Jaoe-Nov., 

1887,  . 

0.39 

t 

-  ! 

.1129 

.0271 

- 

- 

0.79 

.0360 

- 

- 

«<      M 

1848,  . 

0.38 

6.42 

1.52 

.1155 

.0288 

.0222 

.0066 

0.68  i 

.0310 

.0007: 

- 

«<      it 

1889.  . 

0.32 

- 

- 

.1133  .0296 

.0192 

.0104 

0.66 

1 

.0333 

.0009' 

- 

•<      l< 

1890.  . 

0.26 

8.86 

2.12  I 

.1629  .0231 

1 

.0174 

.0057 

0.79  , 

.0259 

.0005 

2.9 

•«      (• 

1S91,  . 

0.20 

10.16 

2.61 

■ 

.2280 '  .0175 

;■ 

.0117 

.0058 

1.04 

.0425 

.0007 

8.6 

Blackstone  Biver  at  MUlvilU, 


Jane-Xov., 

1887,  .   .   . 

0.31 

- 

-  ■ 

.0468 

.0220 

- 

- 

0.51 

'.0210 

- 

- 

II    11 

18S8,  . 

0.41 

5.22 

1.40 

.0467 

.0296 

.0233 

.0063 

0.50 

'.0278 

.0004! 

-■ 

II    II 

1889,  . 

0.38 

- 

^  1 

.0499 

.0278 

.0213 

.0060 

0.45 

;  .0167 

.0003! 

! 

- 

II    11 

1890.  . 

0.26 

6.71 

2.24  1 

.0736  .0196 

.0152 

.0044 

0.53 

;.0229 

.0003, 

3.8 

II   II 

1891,  . 

0.24 

7.48 

2.35 

.1105 '.0384 

.0234 

.0150 

0.72 

'.0308 

{ 

.0006; 

1 

2.2 

No.  34.] 


EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 


BLACKSTON-B  RIVEH. 

Chemical  ExaminMion  of  Water  from  the  Blaektlone  River,  between  the  Mill  Brook 

Chantul  and  the  Worcetter  Sewage  PredpitaUtm  Works. 
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BLACK9TONK  BIVEB. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 
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BLACKSTONE  BIVEB. 

Chemieat  Examinalion — Coacluded. 
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EXAMINATIOX  OF  RIVERS. 


BLACKSTONE  RIVER. 

Mieroseopical  Examination  —  ConcludtKl. 
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BLACKSTONB  BITZB. 

Microscopical  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  the    Blaekatone  Siver  at  MillviUe, 
Blaekttone. 
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blackstone  riteb« 
Special  Examination  of  the  Blagkstone  River  and  Worcester 
Sewage  Precipitation  Works,  in  July,  1891. 

This  examination  was  made  during  a  very  dry  part  of  the  summer 
of  1891  and  was  continued  day  and  night  during  the  week  ending 
July  29.  It  included  chemical,  and  in  many  cases  microscopical, 
examinations  of  water  from  the  river  at  several  points  and  from  its 
principal  tributaries ;  chemical  examinations  of  sewage  and  effluent 
from  the  Worcester  precipitation  works ;  and  measurements  of  the 
flow  of  the  river,  of  sewage  turned  directly  into  the  river,  and  of 
sewage  treated  at  the  precipitation  works. 

Special  precautions  were  taken  to  obtain  samples  which  would 
accurately  represent  the  average  character  of  the  sewage,  effluent 
and  river  witer.  In  the  case  of  the  sewage  one  bottle  was  filled  for 
chemical  analysis  every  six  hours,  but  instead  of  filling  it  wholly  at 
one  time  its  contents  were  made  up  of  twelve  equal  half-hourly 
collections.  Tiie  number  of  analyses  of  sewage  made  during  the 
week  was  28,  re[)resenting  in  all  33(5  portions  of  sewage.  The  same 
number  of  samples  of  effluent  were  collected  and  in  the  same  way, 
but  as  the  amount  of  sewage  then  being  treated  required  six  hours 
for  its  passage  through  the  tanks  the  samples  of  effluent  were  taken 
six  hours  later  than  the  corresponding  samples  of  sewaire.  The 
samples  of  sewage  were  collected  from  the  mouth  of  the  main  sewer 
above  the  screens  and  above  the  point  where  the  chemicals  are 
mixed  with  the  sewage,  and  the  samples  of  effluent  from  the  weir 
where  the  sewage  flowed  from  the  last  tank. 

In  collecting  the  samples  from  the  river  above  and  below  the 
precipitation  works  the  same  general  plan  was  followed  as  in  the 
collection  of  the  sewage  and  effluent,  except  that  three  samples 
instead  of  four  were  collected  each  twenty-four  hours  and  they  were 
made  up  of  only  two  or  three  equal  portions.  From  other  points  on 
the  river  and  its  tributaries  only  one  sample  a  day  was  collected, 
but  wherever  it  was  feasible  this  sample  was  made  up  of  from  two 
to  four  equal  portions.  The  total  number  of  samples  analyzed  in 
connection  with  this  examination  was  13(). 

The  sewage  of  Worcester  is  unusual  in  its  character,  owing  to  the 
large  amount  of  manufacturing  drainage  contained  in  it,  much  of 
which  is  from  iron  and  wire  works  wliere  largo  quantities  of  acid  are 
used.     Owinj:!:  to  the  intermittent  way  in  which  the  draina^fo  from 
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these  establishments  is  discharged,  the  character  of  the  sewage  is 
very  variable  and  at  times  it  contains  a  large  amount  of  iron  salts 
(mainly  sulphate  of  iron),  and  may  also  contain  free  acid. 

There  are  six  tanks  at  the  precipitation  works,  each  100  feet  long, 
66.67  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  measuring  from  the  top  of  the  walls. 
At  the  time  of  the  special  examination  the  amount  of  sewage  treated 
was  6,010,000  gallons  per  day  and  the  depth  of  the  sewage  in  the 
tanks  was  about  6^  feet. 

The  sewage  on  its  way  to  the  tanks  passes  through  screens  and  is 
then  mixed  with  chemicals,  after  which  it  passes  through  a  mixing 
channel  to  the  tirst  tank  and  then  continuously  through  the  whole 
series  of  tanks,  and  is  discharged  over  a  weir  at  the  outlet  of  the 
last  one.  The  chemicals  used  are  lime  and  sulphate  of  alumina. 
When  sulphate  of  iron  is  present  in  the  sewage  in  sufficient  amount 
to  form  a  satisfactory  precipitate  with  the  lime,  no  sulphate  of 
alumina  is  required.  The  method  of  treatment  has  been  varied 
from  time  to  time  in  accordance  with  the  information  gained  by 
continued  experiments  at  the  works.  At  the  time  of  the  special 
examination  the  lime,  which  was  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  at  the 
works,  and  the  sulphate  of  alumina,  also  in  the  form  of  powder,  were 
turned  through  hoppers  into  agitators  and  there  thoroughly  mixed 
with  a  small  amount  of  crude  sewage,  which  was  lifted  by  means  of  a 
centrifugal  pump  to  the  top  of  the  agitators.  From  the  agitators 
the  chemicals  mixed  with  this  small  amount  of  sewage  were  dis- 
charged into  the  main  body  of  sewage  at  the  head  of  tlie  mixing 
channel.  There  are  two  sets  of  agitators,  one  for  the  lime  and  one 
for  the  sulphate  of  alumina.  They  are  upright  wooden  vats  of  1,600 
gallons  capacity,  containing  revolving  arms,  driven  by  machinery. 

When  the  sewage  contained  large  quantities  of  iron  it  was  treated 
with  correspondingly  large  amounts  of  lime.  After  the  iron  stopped 
coming  no  more  chemicals  wore  used  for  several  hours,  the  sewage 
already  in  the  tanks  being  relied  upon  to  cause  the  precipitation  of 
that  which  followed.  The  precipitation  which  takes  place  in  this 
case  is  doubtless  due  to  the  targe  amount  of  ilocculcnt  iron  oxide 
contained  in  the  sewage  first  treated,  and  to  a  rotary  motion  of  the 
whole  budy  of  sewage  in  the  first  tank,  caused  by  the  high  velocity 
of  the  stream  entering  it,  whereby  a  part  of  this  sewage  remains  in 
the  tank  and  is  mingled  with  that  which  follows,  instead  of  being 
pushed  out  ahead  of  it.     After  the  precipitating  power  of  the  iron  in 
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the  tanks  was  exhausted,  lime  and  sulphate  of  alumina  were  used, 
unless  the  sewage  then  coming  contained  iron,  in  which  case  lime 
only  was  used. 

Later  in  the  season  the  method  of  adding  the  lime  to  the  sewage 
was  changed,  and  it  is  now  thoroughly  slaked  and  added  to  the 
sewage  in  the  form  of  milk  of  lime.* 

The  amount  of  chemicals  used  during  the  week  when  the  special 
examination  was  made  is  as  follows  :  — 

Lime 33.66  tons  of  2,000  lbs  each. 

Sulphate  of  alumina, 7.11  tons  of  2,000  lbs.  each. 

This  amount  of  chemicals  is  more  than  the  average  amount  used 
per  week,  which  may  have  been  due  in  part  to  the  occurrence  of 
some  showers.  The  quantities  above  given  are  equal  to  1,600 
pounds  of  lime  and  340  pounds  of  sulphate  of  alumina,  making  a 
total  of  1,940  pounds  of  chemicals,  per  million  gallons  of  sewage. 
The  average  amount  of  sewage  treated  during  the  year  was  3,833,000 
gallons  per  day.  The  average  amount  of  chemicals  used  during  the 
year  was  1,080  pounds  of  lime  and  90  pounds  of  sulphate  of  alumina 
per  million  gallons  of  sew^age.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
these  quantities  of  chemiculs  are  used  with  the  dilute  sewage  flowing 
in  the  Mill  Brook  channel.  If  the  sewage  should  be  concentrated 
by  keeping  it  separate  from  the  brook  water  the  amount  of  chemicals 
required  per  million  gallons  would  undoubtedly  be  much  larger. 

The  analyses  made  in  connection  with  the  special  examination 
were  more  complete  than  usual.  The  residue  on  evaporation  was 
determined  both  before  and  after  filtration  through  filter  paper ;  the 
amount  of  oxygen  consumed  from  permanganate,  and  the  iron  oxide, 
lime  and  sulphuric  acid  were  also  determined.  In  a  few  instances 
the  determinations  of  oxygen  consumed  and  of  the  other  constituents 
above  mentioned  were  not  made  with  each  individual  sample,  but 
the  average  amount  was  determined  after  mixing  equal  parts  of  all 
samples  collected  at  the  same  point.  These  instances  will  be  found 
noted  in  the  tables  where  they  appear.     A  series  of  bacteriological 


*  A  ftill  discussion  of  the  subjeot  of  the  c!icmk*al  precipitation  of  sewage,  hy  Allen  Tlazen, 
gtTing  the  results  obtaine<l  witli  difforent  precipitants  at  tlic  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  is 
ooDtaioed  in  the  special  report  of  tlie  State  Board  of  Health  on  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and 
Water.  1890. 
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examinations  of  the  sewage  and  effluent,  and  of  the  river  water  at 
Worcester  and  Millbury  was  made,  though  not  until  September. 

The  detailed  results  of  the  special  examination  will  be  found  in  a 
series  of  tables  beginning  on  page  277,  and  only  the  general  results 
will  be  referred  to  here. 

The  volume  flowing  in  the  different  channels  during  the  week  is 
given  in  the  table  on  page  277  and  also  on  the  diagram  on  page  257. 
The  average  amount  of  sewage  flowing  in  the  Mill  Brook  channel  was 
12,610,000  gallons  per  day,  of  which  6,600,000  gallcms  were  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  river  without  treatment,  and  6,010,000 
gallons  were  treated  at  the  precipitation  works.  These  figures  do 
not  represent  the  proportion  of  sewage  treated  throughout  the  year, 
because,  as  before  stated,  the  avera^  amount  of  sewage  treated  was 
much  less,  and  during  the  wetter  portions  of  the  year  there  is  a  still 
larger  volume  of  dilute  sewage  flowing  in  the  Mill  Brook  channel 
and  requiring  treatment.  During  the  week  when  the  special  exami- 
nation was  made,  the  flow  of  the  river  above  the  Mill  Brook  channel 
averaged  23,230,000  gallons  per  day,  which  was  about  twice  the 
total  volume  of  the  Mill  Brook  sewage  and  somewhat  less  than  four 
times  the  volume  of  that  poilion  of  this  sewage  discharged  in  a  crude 
state  into  the  river. 

From  these  statements  of  the  relative  amount  of  river  water  and  of 
untreated  sewage  discharged  directly  into  the  stream,  it  is  ol)vious 
that  the  river  would  be  very  foul  even  if  the  portion  treated  by  the 
process  of  chemical  precipitation  was  rendered  wholly  pure.  The 
table  on  the  opposite  page  gives  in  a  condensed  form  the  results 
obtained  by  the  chemical  treatment  of  the  sewage  during  the  week 
of  the  special  examination.  The  amount  of  sewage  treated,  as 
already  stated,  was  6,010,000  gallons  per  day,  which  is  a  somewhat 
larger  quantity  than  can  be  treated  at  the  present  works  with  the 
greatest  efficiency  ;  but  it  is  also  proper  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  amount  of  chemicals  used  per  million  gallons  was  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  the  average  amount  used  throughout  the  year. 
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Comparison  of  Analyses  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  from  the  Worcester  PrecipUalion 

Works  during  the  Week  ending  July  29, 1891. 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 


Color 

Reildae  on  evaporation,  -~ 
Total 

DlMolved,  '. 

Buipended,     . 
LoM  on  Ignition, 

Dissolved, 

Suspended,     . 
Fixed  residue,   • 

Dissolved, 

Suspended,  . 
Free  ammonia,  • 
Albuminoid  ammonia,    . 

Dissolved, 

Suspended,     •       • 

Chlorine, 

Kitrogen  as  nitrates. 
Nitrogen  as  nitrites, 
Oiygen  consumed,  — 

Unflltered, 

Filtered, ... 
Iron  ozlde  (  Fei  Ot ),     . 

lime,  (CaO),. 
Sulphuric  aeld  ( 80s  )•  • 

Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter 


Sewsge. 

Efflnant. 

•  Per  cent 

decrease  or 

increase. 

0.28 

0.14 

50  decrease. 

OS.  80 

52.66 

43  decrease. 

44.18 

46.01 

Oinereaae. 

48.73 

6.01 

88  decrease. 

28.81 

12.60 

56  decrease. 

13.20 

11.28 

15  decrease. 

15.02 

1.82 

91  decrease. 

04.56 

40.05 

88  decrease. 

80.84 

35.86 

15  increase. 

83.77 

4.60 

86  decrease. 

1.2684 

1.1829 

7  decrease. 

.4500 

.1994 

56  decrease. 

.1510 

.1588 

5  Increase. 

.2090 

.0406 

86  decrease. 

5.38 

4.n 

11  decrease. 

.0576 

.0542 

6  decrease. 

.0103 

.0562 

446  Increase. 

4.9120 

1.0583 

78  decrease. 

1.5728 

.8116 

48  decrease. 

10.75 

0.41 

96  decrease. 

3.38 

12.74 

283  Increase. 

14.84 

15.66 

6  increase. 

209,592 

14,458 

98  decrease. 

MOTB.  — The  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  Sept.  15,  1891.  The  number  of  bacteria 
in  the  sewage,  as  above  given,  Is  the  average  of  two  dutermlnatlons  made  with  samples  of  ordinary 
■•wage.  One  sample,  collected  when  there  was  much  iron  In  tho  newage,  contained  only  18,^00  bacteria 
per  eubic  centimeter.  This  sample  was  very  much  Infested  with  molds.  The  number  of  bacteria  in  four 
iMnples  of  effluent  varied  from  9,016  to  20,882.  The  gelatine  plates  of  all  of  these  samples  were  pre> 
pared  on  the  spot,  immediately  after  taiilog  the  samples. 


The  object  of  sewage  purification  is  for  the  most  part  the  reaioval 
of  the  organic  matter.  This  is  shown  in  the  table  by  a  reduction 
of  the  loss  on  ignition,  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and  of  the  oxygen 
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consumed.  Using  the  loss  on  ignition  as  a  basis  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  dissolved  matter  was  reduced  by  precipitation  15  per  cent,  and 
the  suspended  matter  91  per  cent.,  or,  taking  both  together,  there 
was  a  reduction  of  56  per  cent.  If  we  take  the  total  albuminoid 
ammonia  as  a  basis,  the  reduction  is  the  same  as  with  the  loss  on 
ignition,  viz.,  56  per  cent.  There  is,  however,  in  this  case  an 
increase  of  5  per  cent,  in  the  dissolved  matter  and  a  reduction  of 
86  per  cent,  in  the  portion  suspended  in  the  water.  In  the  case 
of  the  oxygen  consumed  there  is  a  reduction  of  78  per  cent,  in  the 
unfiltered  and  48  per  cent,  in  the  filtered  samples.  There  is  a 
noticeable  increase  in  nitrites,  showing  a  partial  oxidation  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  nitrogenous  organic  matter.  The  amount  of  lime 
added  to  the  sewage  and  remaining  in  the  effluent  and  the  corre- 
sponding diminution  by  precipitation  of  iron  oxide  are  clearly 
shown. 

The  effect  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  and  sewage  effluent  upon  the 
river  water  is  shown  by  the  following  table  which  contains  the 
average  analyses  for  a  week  of  the  water  of  the  river  at  three  points, 
viz. :  above  the  Mill  Brook  channel,  between  the  Mill  Brook  channel 
and  the  precipitation  works,  and  below  the  precipitation  works. 


Comparison  of  Analyses,  made  during  the  Week  ending  July  29 ^  1891,  of  the 
Water  of  the  Blackstonc  River  above  and  Mow  the  Points  where  the  Worcester 
Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent  arc  Discliarged, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Color 

livaidac  OD  evapor*tloD,— 
Toul 

DiBMolvcd, 

Rutspcndcd, 
Lois  od  ignition, 

Dluolved. 

BuMpended, 
FIx«k1  re<«l(lue,    . 

r>i*i*olvo<l, 

SuHpeniletl, 


A  here 

Mill  Brook 

Channel. 


0.05 


6.M 


2.58 


4.36 


Between  Mill 

Brook  Channel 

and  the 

Precipitation 

WorU. 


Below  the 

I*rccipitation 

Woiks. 


.83 

35.89 

23.d9 

12.20 

9.55 

5. 86 

3.69 

26.34 

17.83 

8.51 
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Comparison  of  Analyses,  etc.  —  Concluded. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


AboTe 

Mill  Brook 

CtiunneL 


Between  Mill 
Brook  Channel 

and  the 

rreclitltatiOQ 

Worki. 


Below  the 

Precipitation 

Wurki. 


Free  ammonia, .... 
Albuminoid  ammonia,     . 

Dlsoolved, 

Bnapcnded, 

Chlorine 

Nitrogen  aa  nitratcp. 
Nitrogen  aa  nitriten, 
Oxygen  eoniumed,  — 

Unaltered, 

Filtered,  .... 
Iroo  oxide  (Fes  O3), 

Lime(CaO) 

Bulphurio  acid  (.SO,),     . 
Bacteria  per  cubic  conHmeter, 


.0166 

.0189 

.0318 

.0171 

.27 

.0117 

.0001 

.7030 

0.86 

0.77 
0.80 
77,750 


.8009 
.1168 
.0416 
.0758 
1.67 
.0134 
.0026 

1.3241 
.4246 
4.45 

1.00 
5.30 
47,550 


.6233 
.1869 
.0780 
.1089 
2.48 
.0115 
.0052 

1.7800 
.6606 
3.52 

4.33 
7.62 
16,650 


Note.  —  The  bacteriological  examinaiions  were  made  Sept.  15, 1^01,  and  are  in  eachcaae  the  average 
of  two  determinations.    All  of  the  aamplcs  contained  quite  a  number  of  molda. 

These  three  points  are  all  included  within  a  distance  of  but  little 
more  than  a  mile.  The  chemical  analysis  of  water  at  the  upper 
station  shows  it  to  be  somewhat  polluted  by  the  sewage  and  manu- 
facturing refuse  which  enter  it  at  different  points  along  its  course, 
but  the  water  is  not  sufficiently  polluted  to  be  in  any  way  objection- 
able to  those  living  near  the  river.  The  very  great  increase  in  the 
amount  of  pollution  at  the  lower  points  is  so  clearly  shown  by  nearly 
every  determination  given  in  the  table  that  comment  is  unnecessary. 
The  third  column  of  this  table  may  l>e  said  to  represent  the  analysis 
of  the  river  water  at  the  point  where  the  water  is  in  the  foulest  condi- 
tion, though  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  most  offensive  por- 
tion of  the  river  is  exactly  at  this  place,  because  the  deposits  which 
accumulate  on  the  bod  nnd  banks  of  the  stream  and  in  the  mil!  ponds 
below  may  bo  more  offensive  than  the  water  itself,  particularly  when 
thoy  are  exposed  by  the  lowering  of  the  river  in  dry  weather. 

In  the  table  on  the  next  page  the  analysis  of  this  most  polluted 
portion  of  the  river  is  repeated  in  the  first  column,  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding columns  may  be  seen  the  corresponding  analyses  at  points 
further  down  the  stream. 
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Comparison  of  Analyses  made  during  the  Week  ending  July  29,  1891,  of  the 
Water  of  the  Blackstone  Biver^from  a  Point  fust  below  the  Precipitation  Works 
at  Worcester  to  Millville.  This  Table  represents  the  portion  of  the  River  where 
the  Pollution  of  the  Water  is  Decreasifig  as  the  Distance  from  Worcester 
Increases. 

[PftrU  per  100,000.] 


Below 
Precipitation 

Works, 
Woroeater. 


OaUet 
of  Moree*! 
MIU  Pond, 
MUIbuiy. 


Below 
Last  Dam 

Id 
MlUbury. 


Dam  of 

Calamet 

Woollen  Co., 

Uxbrldge. 


Above  Dam 
at 

MUlTiUe. 


Araa  of  waier-ebed  (eqaare  mllea), 
Relative  eiiee  of  water  ebede, 

Color, 

Reeldae  on  evaporation,^ 

ToUl, 

DlMolved,        .       .       .       . 
Baepended,      .       .       .       . 
Lose  on  Ignition, 

DlMolved 

Suspended,      .       .       .       . 

Fixed  residue,     .        .        .        . 

Diseolved,        .       .       .       . 

Suspended,      .       .       .       . 

Free  ammonia, 

Albuminoid  ammonia, 

Dissolved, 

Suspended, 

Chlorine,    ...... 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates,  • 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

Oxygen  consumed,  — 

Unflltered, 

Filtered 

Iron  oxide  (Fes  O3), 

Lime  (Ca  O), 

Sulphuric  acid  (S0«),      . 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter. 


04.6 
1.00 
.83 


35.89 
23.00 
12.20 
0.65 
5.80 
8.00 
20.84 
1T.88 
8.61 
.0238 
.1800 
.0780 
.1080 
2.48 
.0116 
.0062 


1.7800 
.6006 
3.62 
4.83 
7.62 
16,650 


70.0 
1.00 
.10 

28.60 
23.20 
6.30 
7.60 
6.10 
2.40 
21.00 
18.10 
2.90 
.0070 
.1060 
.0420 
.0640 
2.86 
.0060 
.0000 

1.0166 
.6030 
3.87 
4.30 
9.80 
84,600 


83.9 
1.30 
.ip 

20.60 
16.00 
4.60 
3.80 
2.40 
1.40 
10.80 
18.60 
3.20 
.6010 
.0690 
.0280 
.0810 
1.71 
.0070 
.0001 

.6830 
.4706 

1.00 

8.63 

7.19 


146.9 
2.26 
.24 

11.07 


2.59 


8.48 


.2606 
.0345 
.0271 
.0074 
0.87 
.0443 
.0004 

.1330 
.11:0 

0.17 

1.99 

8.43 


268.1 
4.00 
.26 

7.49 


2.49 


5.00 


.0873 
.0214 
.0163 
.0051 
0.62 
.0350 
.0002 

.4270 
.2730 

0.12 

1.12 

1.76 


Note.  —  The  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  Sept.  16, 1891,  and  are  in  each  case  the  average 
of  two  determinations. 
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This  table  shows  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  water 
caused  by  dilution  with  the  cleaner  water  from  the  various  tributaries, 
by  the  subsidence  of  suspended  matters,  and  by  decomposition  or 
oxidation.  The  relative  flow  at  different  points  on  the  river  is 
roughly  proportional  to  the  corresponding  watersheds ;  the  area  of 
these  watersheds  is  therefore  given  in  the  first  line  of  the  table  and 
their  relative  sizes  in  the  second  line.  If  we  assume  that  the  figures 
in  the  second  line  represent  accurately  the  relative  volumes  flowing, 
there  would  be  a  dilution  of  onl}'  9  per  cent,  at  Morse's  mill  pond  in 
the  upper  part  of  Millbury,  ancf  30  per  cent,  at  a  point  just  below 
the  last  dam  in  Millbury.  At  Millville  each  gallon  of  polluted 
water  which  passed  the  precipitation  works  would  be  diluted  by  the 
addition  of  three  gallons  of  comparatively  pure  water. 

One  of  the  noticeable  features  of  the  table  is  the  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  suspended  matter  as  the  water  flows  from  the  point  below 
the  precipitation  works  to  Millbury;  for  instance,  the  suspended 
residue  on  evaporation  decreases  from  12.20  parts  per  100,000  to 
5.30  parts.  This  is  obviously  due  to  the  deposition  of  suspended 
matter.     There  is  practically  no  decrease  in  the  dissolved  residue. 

The  total  albuminoid  ammonia  decreases  from  .1869  parts  per 
100,000  to  .1060  parts  in  this  same  distance,  and  below  Millbury  it 
is  further  reduced  to  .0590  parts.  The  free  ammonia  (which  is  a 
product  of  decay  in  solution)  decreases  very  little  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  river,  showing  that  the  reduction  due  to  dilution  and 
decomposition  is  to  a  considerable  extent  ofi>jet  by  the  further 
decomposition  of  the  organic  matter  contained  in  the  water  or 
deposited  upon  the  bed  of  the  stream. 

The  purification  of  the  river  by  the  oxidation  of  the  nitrogenous 
organic  matter  to  nitrates  is  only  noticeable  at  the  two  lower  stations. 
The  amount  of  iron  shows  a  slight  increase  as  the  water  passes  from 
below  the  precipitation  works  to  Morse's  millpond  at  Millbury. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  analyses  are  not  strictly 
comparable,  that  at  the  upper  station  representing  the  average  of  day 
and  night  samples  covering  a  whole  week,  while  that  at  the  lower 
station  represents  the  average  of  samples  collected  in  the  clay  time 
on  two  days  only.     At  points  further  down  stream  there  is  a  very 
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great  reduction  in  the  amount  of  iron,  which  is  probably  due  to  its 
precipitation  as  oxide.  There  is  no  change  in  the  .amount  of  lime 
and  sulphuric  acid  contained  in  the  water  which  cannot  be  attributed 
to  dilution. 

Analyses  were  made  in  1872,  1875  and  1881  of  the  water  of 
the  Blackstone  River  at  Millbury,  the  samples  being  taken  either 
from  Morse's  millpond  or  from  some  other  point  on  the  river  above 
Singletary  Brook  where  the  character  of  the  water  would  be  practi- 
cally the  same  as  in  the  millpond.  These  analyses  are  given  in 
comparison  with  those  made  during  'the  special  examination  in  the 
following  table,  and  show  clearly  the  great  increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  amount  of  polluting  matter  in  the  river  during  the 
past  sixteen  years. 


Comparison  of  Analyses  of  Water  from  the  Blackstone  Biver  in  Millbvry^  above 
Singletary  Brook,  made  in  1872, 1875, 1881  atid  1891. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


ATerafre  of  two  I  Avcrfleeof  two 

Analjtet,  Aimlysea, 

Ang.  80  und  Oct.    July  24  and  25, 
3, 1881.  18»1. 


Total  residue  od  evaporation,    . 

Lots  OD  l^ltlOD, 

FIxckI  reaidue,   . 
Free  amraonlu,    .... 
Albamluoid  animoula, 
Chlorine, 


o.ao 


.0450 
.0400 
1.20 


8.04 


.0002 
.0007 
0.02 


13.15 

8.85 

0.80 
.0793 
.1176 

2.40 


28.50 

7.60 

21.00 

.0070 

.1060 

2.85 


Note.  — The  xarople  analyzed  In  1S72  woa  collected  jnat  after  a  heavy  rain  which  had  greatly  ln< 
creased  the  llow  of  the  river. 
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Tho  talilc3  which  follow  give  in  detail  the  results  of  ineasuicmeDta 
and  aniilysed  made  during  the  week  beginning  July  22,  18iJl. 


Average  Daily  Flow  of  Sewage,  Sewage  Effluent  and  Biver  Water  at  Worcester 
during  the  Week  beginning  at  8  A  M.,  July  22, 1891 . 
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eoliected  jtiH  above  the  Precipitation  Works. 

[Futo  per  100,000.1 
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Amxoxia. 
Albumlnoli 

NlTIOOBM  AS 

OXTOBM  C0»- 
8IJXBD. 

m 
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• 

O 

• 

O 
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A. 
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1 

• 
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0 
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Odor  of  till  Bnmplos,  offensive. The  namples  of  Rewage  were  collected  from  the  chamber  at  the 

outlet  of  the  sewer  leading  to  the  precipitation  works,  Just  In  front  of  the  screen  through  which  the 
•ewage  past>et<  before  being  treated  with  chemicals.  A  sample  was  collected  every  6  huurs  and  waa 
made  up  of  12  equal  poriioos,  collected  at  half-hour  intervala.  The  fimt  coUeoUon  waa  made  at  8  a.m., 
July  22,  1891. 
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Chemieai  Examination  of  Effluent  from 
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Fur  tha  huura  from  8  P.M.  lo 
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BLACKSTONE  .RrVTCR, 


the  Worcester  Sewage  Precipitation  Works. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Ammomia. 


S 


Albuminoid. 


as 
c 


1.3700 

.3200 

1.3100 

.3060 

.9700 

.6500 

1.4540 

.1400 
.0740 
.2980 

1.2040 
.9400 
.G940 

.2960 
.1500 
.0780 

1.2600 

.2420 

1.1300 
.9300 


.2120 
.1120 


.5500 

.0700 

1.2000 

.2380 

l.llOO 

.2980 

l.llOO 

.1640 

1.0300 

.1300 

1.9800 

.2080 

2.1900 

.2520 

1.6300 

.1760 

1.2000 

1  .llso 

1.6600 

'  .2880 

1.1600 
1.1600 
.7800 
1.4000 
1.3200 

l.OKM) 
.7200 

1.1829 


.2500 
.1900 
.0900 
.3120 
.2980 

.1600 
.1020 

.19H4 


> 

s 

2 


.2260 

.1060 

.1300 
.0560 
.2160 

.2280 
.1360 
.0680 

.2100 

.1660 

.0840 

.0660 
.2140 
.2400 
.1440 
.0920 
.1740 

.1700 
.1100 
.0880 
.2000 

.2220 
.1240 
.0640 
.2980 
.2400 

.1280 
.0060 


it 


.0940 

.1100 

.0100 
.0180 
.0820 

.0680 
.0140 
.0100 

.0320 

.0460 

.0280 

.0040 
.0240 
.0580 
.0200 
.0420 
.0340 

.0820 
.0660 
.0300 
.0280 

.0.^40 
.06('.0 
.0260 
.0140 
.0580 

.0880 
.00«iO 


NlTROOKM  A8 


1588        .0406 


6.30 

5.22 
3.25 
4.90 

6.00 
4.80 
2.80 

3.80 

4.60 

3.75 

2.40 
4.60 
5.00 
5.80 
5.20 
5.;J5 

6.20 
4.70 
3.60 
5.70 

0.70 
4.90 
3.00 
5.00 
5.40 

4.50 
3.80 

4.77 


.0700 

.0650 
.1100 
.0100 

.0050 
.1100 
.0050 

.0100 

.0070 

.0900 

.1260 
.0150 
.0200 
.0500 
.1500 
.0120 

.0150 
.0120 
.1800 
.0100 

.0070 
.0150 
.1200 
.1200 
.0070 

.0180 
.1100 

.0542 


.0400 

.0800 

.0150 
.0090 
.1050 

.0050 
.0105 
.0105 

.1000 

.1000 

.0200 

.0080 
.0800 
.0600 
.0500 
.0400 
.1050 

.1050 

.0800 
.0160 
.0800 

.0700 
.08(K) 
.0070 
.0070 
.0500 

.0900 
.0900 


.0562 


OXTQBK  COM- 
SUMBD. 


■ 

1 


ca 
s 


1.4080 

1.5910 

1.5660 
.5330 
.9080 

1.7240 

1.18.30 

.6210 

1.3830 

1.1740 

.9220 

.5170 

1.0790 

1.3340 

1.0240 

.4370 

.9140 

.9760 

.6660 

.3620 

1.3130 

1.8;«o 
1.2.590 
.7160 
1.2860 
1.4960 

.8100 
.5920 

1.0583 


1.1010 

.8830 

.0910 
.3660 
.8410 

1.2160 
.7490 
.6100 

1.0330 

1.0600 

.7600 

.4440 
1.0560 
1.2000 
.8420 
.4060 
.6668 

.6700 
.5160 
.3420 
.9830 

1.3760 
.9860 
.5:i30 

1.1710 
.9180 

.7750 
.4600 


13 

o 


■ 

^^ 

« 

o 

CO 

^^' 

o 

2 

u  o 

tf 

o 

0 

.a 

» 

a 

8 

a 

S 

GO 

.8116 


0.49 

0.60 

0.60 
0.18 
0.37 

0.54 
0.39 
0.25 

0.28 

0.59 

0.42 

0.22 
0.40 
0.60 
0.16 
0.22 
0.07 

0.60 
0.23 
0.41 
0.49 

0.89 
0.62 
0.35 
0.63 
0.60 

0.63 
0.15 

0.41 


12.06 

12.72 

17.20 
13.00 
12.30 

12.74 
17.28 
13.74 

12.84 

15.42 

10.48 

10.28 
10.40 
12.86 
19.52 
11.98 
9.94 

7.00 
0.06 
6.12 
9.60 

13.34 
16.32 
12.22 
13.02 
12.40 

15.68 
13.12 


10.02 

15.41 

22.79 
10.90 
16.10 

15.29 
23.73 
17.10 

16.16 

17.92 

20.48 

12.38 
13.03 
15.49 
21.06 
12.86 
10.48 

8.38 

0.40 

7.00 

11.46 

16.42 
22.50 
16.02 
16.80 
16.25 

20.64 
16.87 


above  Suhvplcs  by  Days. 


i.07r»o 

1.0730 
0.9075 
1.1125 
I.7.1OO 
1.1900 
1.1125 


1.1829 


at  correspofuling  Hours. 


1.4749 

1.3463 
1.1071 
0.8a34 


-7  I 


.27r. 

.2740 
.  150H 
.0940 


1.1829 


1994 


1 
2 

3 

4 
5 

0 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
10 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 


12.74      15.06     29 


.2100 

.  1520 

.0580 

'  5.10 

1  .0737 

.0360 

1.2745 

.7827 

0.44 

13.74 

17.79 

.205:» 

.1620 

.04:J5 

4.62 

1  .0325 

.0327 

1.1090 

.8540 

0.39 

14.01 

17.82 

.1590 

.1:115 

.0275 

3.64 

.0580 

.0720 

0.9990 

.8272 

0.38 

13.75 

16.47 

.2075 

.1725 

.035(1 

'  5.30 

.0587 

.0575 

0.9685 

.8932 

0.34 

13.69 

15.75 

.1885 

.1355 

.0530 

'  4.90 

.0547 

.0765 

0.7292 

.5237 

0.30 

7.58 

8.08 

.2W)() 

.1675 

.0385 

'  5.07 

.0380 

.0592 

1.2815 

.9695 

0.59 

12.84 

16.35 

.2195 
.1994 

.1905 

.0290 
.0406 

'  4.07 

1 

1  4.U 

.0<«7 
.0.V12 

.0592 
.0562 

1.0460 
1.05S3 

.8310 

0.45 
0.41 

13.55 
12.74 

17.39 
15.66 

.1588 

.8116 

30 
31 
.S2 
3;i 
34 
.35 
36 

37 


.2283 
.20S9 
.1223 
.Oiix 

.0440  ' 

.0651  ; 

.0346  1 
.0189  1 

.0406 

5.00  < 
5.83 
4.81 
3.44 

.0324 
.0187 
.0514 

.ii4;j 

.0824 
.0671 
.0494 
.0258 

.0562  1 

1.1844 
1.4474 
1.0614 
0.5397 

0.9917  1 
1.0426 
0.7607 
0.4516 

0.38 
0..59 
0.44 
0.25 

11.44 
12.44 
15.59 
11.49 

14.01 
14.74 
19.74 
14.17 

.15S8 

4.77 

1 

,  .0542 

1.0583 

0.8110 

0.41 

1 

12.74 

15.00 

38 
39 
40 
41 

42 


Odor  of  all  HainploH,  ofTennivo. The  Hainpies  were  collected  at  the  weir  where  the  elUuent  flown 

from  the  lant  precipitution  tank.    A  sample  was  collcctod  every  6  hours,  and  wus  miulo  up  of  12  equal 
portions  collected  at  half-hour  iotorvals.    The  flrst  collection  was  made  at  2  p.m.,  July  22,  1891. 
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BliACKSTONE  BIVEB, 

Chemical  ExamincUion  of  Water  from  Blackstone  River  at  Dam  of  Quinsigamond 

Iron  and  Wire  Works  just  above  Mill  Brook  Channel, 

[Parts  p«r  100,000.] 


Datb  of 

Afpsasawcb. 

Rbsidui  dm 

EVATOBATIOir. 

Ammomu. 

• 

1 
§ 

a 
3 

a 

■ 

M 

H 

• 

a 

i 

i 

§ 

1 

• 

1 

§1 

1 

^ 

Albuminoid. 

1 

1 

t 

• 

1 

CO 

7588 
7840 
7041 
7872 
7680 
7897 
7718 

IS 

Jn 
22 

23 

24 

25 

28 

27 

28 

91. 

23 
28 
28 
28 
28 
29 
30 

Decided. 

DisUnct. 

DieUnct. 

Distinct. 

V.  slight. 

Distinct. 

Distinct. 

Cons. 

Cons.,  rusty. 
Cons.,  rusty. 
Srbt,  rusty. 
81*bt,  rusty. 
81'bt,  rusty. 
Cons. 

0.85 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.30 
0.90 
0.80 

8.80 
8.50 
8.40 
7.10 
7.00 
8.80 
8.00 

2.25 
1.90 
2.40 
3.80 
2.80 
1.70 
3.40 

.0006 
.0028 
.0080 
.0088 
.0348 
.0390 
.0154 

.0804 
.0540 
.0604 
.0418 
.0344 
.0490 
.0526 

.0350 
.0212 
.0864 
.0266 
.0304 
.0346 
.0386 

.0254 
.0328 
.0140 
.0152 
.0040 
.0144 
.0140 

Av... 

0.95 

8.94 

2.58 

.0168 

.0489 

.0318 

.0171 

Datk  op 

i 

e 

NlTROOBII  AS 

OXTOBK  COMSUMBD. 

• 

8 

a 

1 
1 

Lime  (Ca  0). 

1 

1 

Sulphuric                 ' 
Acid  (SO,). 

1 

V5 

• 

1 

§ 

• 

§ 

•a 

J 

a 

it 

k 

H 

• 

1 

9a 

e 

1 

7588 

IS 

Ju 
22 

91. 

ly. 

23 

.27 

.0120 

.0001 

.8230 

7610 

23 

26 

.30 

.0150 

.0001 

.7850 

.7680 

- 

- 

- 

7641 

24 

26 

.80 

.0120 

.0003 

.9380 

.9280 

- 

- 

- 

7672 

25 

28 

.25 

.0150 

.0002 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7680 

26 

28 

.24 

.0090 

.0000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7097 

27 

29 

.28 

.0100 

.0001 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7716 

28 

30 

.29 

.0090 

.0001 

- 

- 

- 

•0.77 

- 

Av. 

.27 

.0117 

.0001 

♦.7030 

- 

♦0.36 

*0.80 

..;.... 

Odor,  vegetable  and  ranaty,  or  none. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  rivor  at  the  dam. 

Bach  sauiple  was  made  up  of  4  equal  portions  collected  at  Intervals  of  about  4  hours,  beginning  nt  8  a.m. 


*  These  determinations  were  made  upon  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  water  from  all  tlie  samples. 
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BLACKSTONE  RIVEB, 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Blackstone  River  at  Dam  of  Quinsiga- 
mond  Iron  and  Wire  Works  just  above  Mill  Brook  Channel. 

[Number  of  orgmnisms  p«r  cubic  centimeter.] 


1S91. 


Julj. 


Jalj. 


Day  of  ezuniluation, 
Number  of  sample, 


7588 


2r 
7040 


27 
7641 


July. 


28 
7«72 


July. 

28 

7680 


July. 


29 
7097 


July. 


29 
7716 


PLANTS. 
DlatomaceaB,  . 


Aflterionclla, 
Cyclotvlla, 
Meloflira,  . 
Navicula,  . 
tiyucdra,   . 


Cyanophyce89.    Chroucoccus, 


AlgraB' 


Chlorococcu», 

Tandorlna, 

Ped  lout  rum, 

Ilaphidlum, 

Bcencdcamufl, 

Stanrastrum, 


Funeri> 


(^renothrlz, 
MohlH,       . 


ANIMAfi). 


Infusoria, 


Ciliated  iofuHorian, 

DlnubryoD, 

OU'nodluium, 

Moiia«, 

I'aramtecium, 

Peridinium, 

T  rachclomouaM , 


Vermes, 


Pulyartlira, 
llotalorlao  ova, 


Crustacea.    Cyclopa, 


Jiiicellancnun.    Zooglcea, 


Total, 


8 

0 
4 
0 
1 
8 


16 


46 

38 
1 
8 
4 
0 
0 


186 

130 
6 


1,160 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 


600 

000 
0 


0 
0 
0 

1 

0 


0 
2 

1 

0 
2 
2 


187 

184 
8 


798 


1,406 


1,373 


1,409 


1,700 


16 
0 

1 

0 

1 

14 


41 

35 
2 
1 
0 
3 
0 


140 

140 
0 


858 


560 


18 

5 
0 
3 

4 
0 


18 

0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
2 


114 

112 
2 


. 

6 

8 

5 

8 

6 

^ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

_ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

_ 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

m. 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

.. 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

— 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

— 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

- 

1 

7 

4 

8 

0 

^ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

0 

7 

4 

3 

0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

pr. 

526 


671 


10 

1 
0 
0 
2 
7 


1 
0 
1 
0 
3 
0 


11 

11 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


968 


904 
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IILACK8TONE  BIVEB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  BlacbUone  Siver  between 

[l'»rt«  pef  100,000.) 


1 

...„ 

APP.A^«.. 

...„■,....,„.„„... 

IHI. 

1 

i 

i 

, 

Toul  Heitdoe 

Ix^ioalHSIUox. 

1 

M.SO 
30.90 
21.20 
31.40 
11.80 

4»!oO 
SI  .TO 

19.« 

10.  «o 

ff 

ST  .40 
10.20 

£!! 

1 

1 

a 

ID.6U 
21. «0 
21.20 

18.00 

n!oo 

M.IO 

s!oo 
11. 1» 

1T.2D 
21.00 

11.00 

12.00 
19.00 

.i 

1 

I 

.1 
1^ 

12 
14 

18 

iseo 

IMS 

TKa 

TMS 

1 

TOW 
T»S9 
1712 

2I,gA.ii.W2r.w. 
2!.-Jr.«.io«  P.M. 

B-ffl,  8  P.M.  U.  fl  A.» 

23,gA.a.to2r.H, 
a3,2p.».t<.8  p.M- 

25,  2p.a.  loS  ».« 

■it-M,  a  p.x.  to  8  A.a 

2a,  8  A.».  .0  2  F.M. 

i6-2t;sp:>:ui  1':": 

2T-2a,ap.ii.to8  A.ii. 

M-»;>p;»-ta8A.«; 

28 

2» 

milky. 
DoEldrd. 

ninlDcl. 

Daoldnl. 

D^dtd'. 
DKldud. 
Decided. 

DIUInM. 

DIMlDIIl, 

K!: 

Decided. 
Dedded. 
Deeldnl. 
Slight. 

Ileevy, 

Very 

rurty. 

Cooi'li't'' 
Con^bVe^' 

Heal"  ^' 

Con>'ble. 

0.10 
0.90 

o.u 

0,10 
U.2& 

O.ID 

I.4U 
0.10 

1.10 
2.M 

0.10 
0.20 

i 

1^.41) 

ii.oii 

UM 
H.40 
4.86 

S.20 
MM 

ii.sa 
a. 80 

MM 

f.w 

11.20 

fl.O0 
lloo 

12.M 

a 
„.» 

': 

12.  «0 
13.80 

D.oa 

(i.20 

..2. 
fl.40 
<.20 

1.40 
t.40 

2!eo 

liso 

3.« 

3.20 
3.80 

3.,0 
.... 

!'f 

^.9o 

o!80 

z 

1.40 

l.W 

3.00 
1.40 

■At. 

SI.M 

W.Tl 

11.13 

8.37 

».1» 

For  Ibe  24  hoan  boglnD 


i.H..WedneiidAi,Julya2,  0.13 
A  M.,  Thu«d»/,  Jul}  23,  "  '■ 
A.M.,  Friday,  July  24,     . 
A.H.,  IjUurdny,  July  2.^. 

iM*'MondV"j«l''M    ■  I 


Averages  of  Samples  collected 


>d  ewh  14  bouH.     Tbe  ftrtl  < 


Incted  rroin  Ihc  rtvei  it  a  temporary  bridle  ' 
M  DMda  up  at  thrM  equ»l  portlooi  eolleolad 
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BLACKSTONB  I 

the  Mill  Brook  Channel  and  the  WoreuUr  Sewage  I'recipitalKm  Works. 


— 

i 

.IKill 

1 

Oiroii 

.;:"'- 

.- 

5 

1 

i 

i 

AmunlnakL 

1.,J0SI 

1 

i 

i 

.0^. 

J" 

.I1I1U 

i.a»au 

i.m 

8.M 

AbW 

.!»«) 

,1^10 

.1.'*' 

1.U 

.0310 

i.nuo 

.4XU 

n.ii 

1.3* 

4.10 

.sum 

.M-W 

.053] 
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BLACKSTONE  BIVEB. 


below  the  Worcester  Sewage  Precipitation  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Chemicai  Examitiotion  of  WaUr  from  the   Blackstone    Hiver  above  and  /flow 
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BliACKSTONE  Hn'ER. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Singktary^  Dorothy  and  Coldspring  Brooks 

at  MUlhury, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  No.  7rt20,  disagreeable;  of  No.  7643»  faintly  mouldy,  disappearing  on  heating;  of  No.  7628, 

none;  of  No.  7612,  distinctly  mouldy,  becoming  faint  on  heating;  of  No.  7630,  faintly  vegetable. The 

first  two  samples  were  collected  from  Bingletary  Brook,  about  100  feet  above  its  mouth ;  the  next  two 
from  Dorothy  Brook,  above  the  highway  bridge  near  its  mouth;  and  the  last  one  from  Coldspring  Brook, 
at  the  highway  bridge,  not  far  from  its  mouth,  at  10.25  a.m.  Each  sample,  except  the  last,  was  made  up 
of  three  equal  portions  collected  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours,  as  follows :  No.  7629  at  9.45  and  11.45 
A  M.,  2.30  P.M.;  No.  7643  at  7  30  and  10.45  a.m.,  2.15  P.M.;  No.  7628  at  10  a.m.,  12  M.  and  2.45  p.m.;  No. 
7642  at  7.45  and  II  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 


*  These  determinations  were  made  after  mixing  equal  parts  of  each  sample. 
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Chtmicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Blackaione  Bioer  at  Uxbridge. 
[Puu  pw  lOMno.] 
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Mietvscopieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ike  Blaekalone  Siver  al  Uxbrid^e. 

[^unilwr  of  orguliDM  p«  soblc  nnllniBMr.] 
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BL.ACKSTOXE  RI>1B:B. 

Chanical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Mumford  River  at  Uxbridge. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  musty. The  aaroplea  were  collected  from  the  yamford  River  at  a  point  neur  the  iron 

bridge  on  the  new  road  to  Uie  freight  depot,  Juat  below  Capron*a  mill  and  about  three-eighths  of  * 
mile  above  tlie  confluence  of  the  Mumford  and  Blackstone  rivers.  The  samples  were  collected  *t 
about  4.30  P.M. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  West  River  at  Uxbridge. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  vegetable. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  West  River  below  the  last  bridge  on  the 

stream,  which  is  a  little  less  than  naif  a  mile  above  its  mouth.    No.  7596  was  collected  at  3.30  p.m.;  No. 
7020  at  2  P.x. 
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BLACKSTONE  RIVER. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Blackstone  River  at  Millville,  Blackstone. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  the  first  four  samples,  vegetable  or  musty;  of  the  last  three,  none. The  samples  were 

collected  from  the  river  Just  above  the  bridge,  in  the  village  of  MillviUe.    Each  sample  was  made  up  of 
two  equal  portions,  one  being  collected  at  about  8.30  a.m.  and  one  at  about  4  p.m. 


•  These  determinations  were  made  upon  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  water  from  all  the  samples. 
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BLACKSTONE  RIVEB. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Blackstone  River  at  MUlville^ 
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CmCOPEE  RIVKIt. 

ClIICOPBE   RiVEB. 

No  exnn)tnattons,of  the  water  of  the  main  river  were  made  during 
tlie  year;  Init  its  principal  affluent,  tlie  Qualiong  River,  and  its 
tributaries,  were  examined  in  the  summer  to  determine  the  extent  to 
which  they  were  affected  hy  the  sewage  and  other  polluting  matters 
dischai-gcd  into  them. 


Cfteinieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Ihc  Quaboag  River  and  Tributaries. 
[Put!  par  IWpOOO.] 
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Miervaeopieai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Quaboag  Biver  and  TribuUtriea. 

[Nnmbar  of  orsudHU  p«T  sabl«  eeDlldwUr.] 
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Merrimack  RrvER. 

Regular  moothly  examinations  of  the  water  of  the  Meri'imack 

River  have  been  made  during  the  year  at  points  opposite  the  intakes 

of  the  Lawrence  and  Lowell  water  works,  the  detailed  results  of 
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MBBBIBIACK  KITBK.     . 

which  will  lie  found  on  pages  142  and  151  of  this  volume.  A  com- 
parison of  the  anaiysea  at  these  two  places  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing table :  — 


Compariton  of  Aitaii/set,  above  Lowell  and  above  Lawrence,  18SZ- 

(Pirli  par  lOO.COO.] 
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In  order  to  compare  these  results  with  similnr  ones  ohtuined  in 
previous  years,  another  table  is  presented  which  contains  the  in- 
crease in  impurities  as  the  water  passes  from  a  point  above  Lowell 
to  Lawrence,  as  given  in  the  last  line  of  the  above  table  and  the 
corresponding  increase  in  previous  years. 


Increase  in  the  amount  of  impurilie*  in  (he  Merrimack  River  Waier  from  a  point 
above  Loivetl  to  Lawrence,  as  determined  by  lie  Segular  Monlhli/  Examiitaliona 
of  different  years. 
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A  third  table  is  given  below,  which  correspoods  with  the  one  Jast 
given,  except  that  it  is  based  upon  the  results  of  special  examinations 
made  during  low  stages  of  the  river  instead  of  upon  the  regular 
monthly  examinations  for  the  whole  year ;  and  consequently  shows 
to  a  greater  degree  the  effect  of  discharging  the  sewage  and  manu- 
fiicturing  wastes  of  Lowell  into  the  river. 


JnenaH  in  the  amount  of  impuritUt  in  the  Merrimack  Biptr  Water  from  a  point 
above  Lowell  to  Lamrence,  ai  determined  by  tpectal  examinatioBs  during  low 
alages  of  the  River. 

[PuU  pcir  loo/no.] 
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While  the  examinations  of  lecent  years  have  almost  always  shown 
a  decided  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water  caused  by  the 
polluting  matters  discharged  into  the  liver  at  Lowell,  this  effect 
has  never  been  more  noticeable  than  during  the  past  year  and  par- 
ticularly during  the  drier  portion  of  the  year.  This  may  be  ascribed 
both  to  the  unusually  low  flow  of  the  river  during  a  portion  of  the 
year  and  to  the  constantly  increasing  amount  of  polluting  matter 
discharged  into  it. 

Still  another  table  is  presented  below  which  includes  a  greater 
length  of  river  than  any  of  the  foregoing  tables  and  gives  in  a  con- 
densed form  the  results  of  two  special  examinations  of  the  river 
during  the  dry  portion  of  1891.  The  analyses  on  which  this  table 
is  based  are  given  in  detail  on  pages  302-304. 
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Special  Examinalion  of  (he  Merrimack  Bit-er  on  Oct.  12,23, and  N(,v.  4, 3, 1891- 

[PiiUper  IDD.OOO.] 
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This  table  corresponda  to  one  published  on  pnge  799  of  the  specinl 
report  of  the  Board  upon  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890, 
but  shows  a  much  greater  pollution  of  the  river  water ;  for  instance, 
by  comparing  the  two  years  and  indicating  only  the  increa.se  in  the 
more  important  constituents,  from  a  point  above  Lowell  to  one 
above  Haverhill,  we  have  the  following  results  :  — 


Increase  fron 

1  above  Lowell  to  (Aove  HavcrhU 

DATE. 

Total 

Free 

rrr 

Chlorine. 

Increase,  Aug.  16, 17, 1888,  . 
Increasa,  Oct.  12, 13,  Nov.  4.  6 

1891. .'    ; 

0.50 
2.00 

.0000 
.0012 

.0057 
.0166 

.03 
.16 

The  number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  found  in  the  river 
water  during  the  examinations  of  1891  was  as  follows :  — 


OcMw  ja. 

Abovfl  1.0WCII 

Below  Lowell 

12  400 

1.9:10 
3,700 
2A')0 

13,800 

2.700 

Above  Hftveihill 

Below  Haverhill 

3.250 
4,200 
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It  will  lje  seen  that  there  is  a  great  di&ereDce  in  the  number  of 
bacteria  found  in  the  river  water  at  different  times,  also  that  there 
is  a  general  progressive  increase  in  the  number  as  the  sewage  of  the 
several  cities  is  added  to  the  stream. 

Another  special  examination  of  the  river  was  made  in  January 
and  February,  1891,  in  connection  with  epidemics  of  typhoid  fever 
at  Lowell  nnd  Lawrence.  At  this  time  the  river  was  covered  with  ice, 
the  volume  flowing  was  large  and  the  water  was  in  good  condi- 
tion from  a  chemical  stand-point.  Bacteriological  examinations  were 
made,  which  included  samples  taken  on  five  dayr<  at  various  points  on 
the  river,  and  the  numbers  found  ranged  from  920  to  10,800  per  cubic 
centimeter.  The  smallest  numbers  were  found  above  Nashua,  but 
from  below  Nashua  to  Lawrence  the  variation  in  numbers  did  not 
appear  to  follow  any  regular  law.  Two  series  of  examinations  of 
the  water  at  various  points  between  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  which 
were  made  to  determine  whether  any  purification  could  be  detected, 
either  chemically  or  bacteriologically,  as  the  water  passed  from  point 
to  point,  are  given  in  the  table  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  there 
was  no  marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  water  from  either 
fitnnd-point. 


Chemical  attd  Bacteriological  Examinaiion  of  Waler  Jrom  the  Merrimack  River 
at  several  points  between  Lotcell  and  Lawrence. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Biver,  above  Lowell,  at  the 
Ititake  of  the  Lowell  WaUr  Workt. 

[Put*  pu  KW.OW.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimach  Biver  below  Lowell. 
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Chtmical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Rioer  lU  the  Intake  of 

the  Lawrence  Water  Works. 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Biver  below  Lawrence. 

[Partaptr  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack:  Biver  above  Haverhill. 
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Chemical  ExamiwUion  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Biver  below  Haverhill. 
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(^mical  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook  near  its  Mouth  at  North 

Chtlmsford. 

[Put!  per  1MUXN).] 
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Microtcopical  Examination. 


Nashua  Eiveb. 

An  examinution  of  the  north  and  south  bninchcs  of  the  Nashua- 
River  was  made  Oct.  12-15,  liJiU,  with  special  reference  to  the  effect 
of  the  discharge  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  refuse  into  these  streams 
at  Fitchburg  and  Clinton  respectively. 

Statistics  of  the  area  and  popuEution  of  the  water-shed  of  the 
Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries,  together  with  the  general  topo- 
graphical features  of  the  basin  and  the  various  sources  of  pollution 
are  fully  set  forth  in  tlie  special  i-eport  of  the  Board  on  the  Exam- 
ination of  Water  Su|>plies,  1890,  pp.  467-473,  and  will  not  be 
repeated  here. 

The  tables  of  population  contained  in  that  report  were  based  upon 
the  census  uf  1885.  A  comparison  with  the  census  of  ISilO  shows 
that  tbe  population,  particularly  on  the  North  Branch,  has  been 
increasing  very  rapidly  of  recent  years.  The  following  table  shows 
the  growth  of  population  in  Fitchburg,  Leominster  and  Clinton  and 
in  the  entire  water-shed  of  each  branch  of  the  river. 
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Locality. 


Population 


Fitcbburg, 

Leominster, 

North  Branch  at  mouth, 

Clinton, 

South  Branch  at  mouth, 


15,875 
5,297 

24,873 
8,945 

17,030 


Piipniation 
111  1890. 


22,037 

7,269 
33,576 
10.424 
18,582 


rercent  increaie, 
1885  1990. 


43.3 
37.2 
35.0 
16.5 
9.1 


The  North  Branch,  in  the  south-westerly  corner  of  Fitchburg,  is  a 
small  stream  which  is  soon  joined  by  two  important  branches  from 
the  north,  known  as  Whitman's  River  and  Phillips  Brook.  The 
latter  is  also  known  as  the  Nookagee  or  Ashbumham  River.  From 
Crocker  &  Burbank's  paper  mill,  located  on  the  main  stream  above 
both  of  these  branches,  at  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  city,  to 
the  Falulah  paper  mill,  at  the  extreme  lower  end,  the  distance  is 
about  ().3  miles  and  the  total  fall  of  the  stream  is  approximately 
275  feet.  The  valley  of  the  stream  in  Fitchburg  is  quite  narrow, 
the  hills  a[)proaching  it  closely  in  many  places.  Within  the 
valley  are  located  nearly  all  the  population  of  the  city  and  the 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  city  had  on  Dec.  1,  1891, 
16.34  miles  of  sewers  which  discharged  directly  into  the  river,  and 
the  refuse  from  the  factories  is  generally  disposed  of  in  the  same 
way.  The  manufactories  comprise  13  paper  mills,  3  worsted  mills, 
5  gingham  mills,  a  gas  works  and  many  other  establishments  of 
various  kinds^  Most  of  the  paper  mills  are  located  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  city. 

At  mill  No.  3  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Company,  which  is  located 
just  below  the  mouth  of  Phillips  Brook  and  below  eight  other 
paper  mills,  the  river  showed  marked  traces  of  pollution  both  in 
appearance  and  by  chemical  analysis ;  this  was  due  chiefly  to  the 
polluting  matters  discharged  from  the  mills,  as  there  was  only  one 
sewer,  about  2,000  feet  in  length,  discharging  into  the  stream  above 
this  mill.  The  water  at  this  point  is  no  longer  used  in  some  of  the 
manufacturing  processes  without  filtration,  and  though  it  is  still 
used  in  the  boilers,  it  is  said  to  be  somewhat  unsatisfactory  for  the 
purpose.     Below  this  point  the  river  grew  rapidly  worse  in  its  course 
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through  the  city,  owing  largely  to  the  domestic  sewage  turned  into 
it,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city  and  in  the  valley  below  it  had 
an  offensive  odor. 

Below  the  city  the  valley  is  somewhat  wider  and  the  river  is 
joined  by  Baker*s  Brook,  a  considerable  tributary  from  the  north, 
draining  an  area  about  one-fourth  the  size  of  that  drained  by  the 
main  stream.  There  are  no  manufactories  of  consequence  on  this 
stream  and  very  few  inhabitants  on  its  water-shed,  so  that  the  water 
is  almost  entirely  free  from  sewage  pollution.  The  summer  flow  is 
doubtless  considerably  less  per  square  mile  of  water-shed  in  dry 
seasons  than  that  of  the  Nashua,  as  there  are  no  ponds  or  storage 
reservoirs  on  its  wuter-shed,  excepting  those  from  which  the  city 
draws  its  supply  of  water. 

Below  Baker*s  Brook  the  river  flows  for  a  mile  through  meadow 
land  where  there  are  no  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stream,  and  is 
again  ponded  at  North  Leominster,  about  two  miles  below  the  last 
mill  in  Fitchburg.  At  this  point  the  odor  of  the  stream  was  offensive 
and  its  appearance  black  and  dirty,  it  being  but  little  changed  in 
these  respects  from  its  condition  in  the  lower  part  of  Fitchburg. 

The  next  point  of  examination  was  at  Lancaster,  about  nine  miles 
below  North  Leominster  and  just  above  the  confluence  of  the  North 
and  South  Branches.  The  current  at  this  place  was  very  sluggish, 
and  the  river,  though  still  somewhat  dirty  in  appearance,  had  im- 
proved considerably  and  only  a  very  slight  odor  was  noticeable. 

Between  the  mouth  of  Baker's  Brook  and  the  confluence  of  the 
North  and  South  Branches  at  Lancaster,  the  flow  of  the  North 
Branch  is  increased  by  a  number  of  small  tributaries,  most  of  which 
are  free  from  pollution  ;  one  of  them,  however,  known  as  Monoosnoc 
Brook,  flows  through  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town  of 
Leominster  and  receives  the  sewage  from  a  portion  of  the  population 
and  manufacturing  refuse  from  mills,  in  consequence  of  which  it  is 
little  better  than  the  Noilh  Branch  itself  at  the  point  where  the 
streams  join.  There  are  also  several  mills  and  factories  on  the  main 
stream,  some  of  which  discharge  into  it  sewage  and  manufacturing 
refuse  of  various  kinds.  The  increase  in  drainage  area  from  the 
mouth  of  Baker's  Brook  to  the  mouth  of  the  North  Branch  amounts 
to  64  per  cent. 

On  Oct.  15,  1891,  one  of  the  days  when  samples  of  water  were 
collected  for  analysis,  a  measurement  was   made  of  the   quantity 
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of  water  flowing  in  the  river  below  Fitchburg.  This  measurement 
was  made  at  a  point  between  the  Duck  mill  and  the  Falulah  paper 
mill,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  nearly  all  the  water 
was  passing  through  the  canal.  The  flow  in  the  river  bed,  consist- 
ing mostly  of  leakage  from  the  dam,  was  also  measured.  The  total 
amount  flowing  was  found  to  be  at  the  rate  of  86.06  cubic  feet  per 
second,  equal  to  1.35  cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile  of  water- 
shed. These  results  were  obtained  when  the  Duck  mill  was  running, 
and,  as  this  mill  found  it  necessary  to  shut  down  at  times  during  the 
day  in  order  to  allow  the  water  to  accumulate  in  the  millpond,  the 
measurement  represents  much  more  than  the  average  flow  during 
working  hours. 

The  water-shed  of  the  South  Branch  above  Clinton  contains  no 
large  towns,  resembling  in  this  respect  that  of  the  North  Branch  above 
Fitchburg.  There  are,  however,  several  manufacturing  establish- 
ments along  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  which  contribute  polluting 
matters' to  the  stream;  but  when  the  water  reaches  Clinton,  the 
pollution  is  scarcely  perceptible  by  chemical  analysis. 
•  The  town  of  Clinton  is  situated  about  two  miles  above  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  North  and  South  Branches,  and  lies  mostly  in  the  valley 
of  a  small  tributary  of  the  South  Branch,  known  as  Coachlace  Brook, 
which  runs  parallel  with  the  river  for  a  short  distance  and  empties 
into  it  just  below  the  town.  On  the  river  within  the  town  there 
are  two  dams ;  the  upper  one  furnishes  power  for  the  Lancaster 
mills  and  the  lower  one  for  a  much  smaller  factorv.  On  Coachlace 
Brook  the  only  important  establishments  are  the  factories  of  the 
Bigelow  Carpet  Company.  The  brook  is  very  much  polluted  by 
sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes,  but  has  been  somewhat  improved 
by  the  construction  of  a  sewerage  system  having  its  outlet  into  the 
river,  and  by  the  filling  of  Counterpane  Pond,  a  very  foul  millpond 
in  the  middle  of  the  town.  At  the  end  of  1891  there  were  five  and 
one-fourth  miles  of  sewers  discharging  directly  into  the  river  below 
the  town.  The  current  in  the  river  at  the  point  of  discharge  is 
somewhat  sluggish,  as  the  water  backs  up  to  this  point  from  a  dam 
in  South  Lancaster,  about  half  a  mile  below.  On  Oct.  12,  1891, 
the  water  was  considerably  discolored  for  several  hundred  feet  below 
the  sewer,  but  at  the  dam  it  showed  no  discoloration  and  there  was 
little  or  no  odor. 

Below  the  dam  the  current  is  quite  rapid  to  the  mouth  of  the* 
stream  and  no  polluting  matter  is  discharged  into  it  in  this  portion 
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of  its  course.  The  flow  of  this  branch  was  measured  on  Oct.  13, 
1891,  at  its  mouth,  and  was  found  to  be  55.8  cubic  feet  per  second, 
equivalent  to  0.43  cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile  of  water- 
shed. The  measurement  was  made  during  the  day  and  represents 
the  flow  when  the  mills  were  running.  Gauge  readings  taken  early 
in  the  morning  and  late  at  night  indicated  that  the  night  flow  was 
much  less  than  the  day  flow. 

Tables  giving  in  detail  the  results  of  the  examinations  will  be 
found  on  subsequent  pages,  beginning  on  page  312,  and  only  the 
salient  features  will  be  referred  to  here. 

In  making  a  comparison  of  the  character  of  the  water  at  different 
points  upon  the  streams,  a  series  of  analyses  made  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  1876  can  also  be  used,  so  as  to  show  not  only 
the  change  in  the  character  of  the  water  from  one  place  to  another, 
then  and  at  the  present  time,  but  also  the  extent  to  which  the  pol- 
lution has  increased  in  the  past  fifteen  years. 

The  first  comparison  will  be  made  of  three  points  on  the  North 
Branch  of  the  river,  the  first  one  at  the  extreme  upper  end  of 
Fitchburg,  where  the  water  is  polluted  only  by  a  few  mills  still 
further  up  stream,  the  second  at  a  point  below  the  Falulah  paper 
mill,  the  last  mill  in  Fitchburg,  where  the  stream  reaches  its  point 
of  maximum  pollution,  and  the  third  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream, 
about  eleven  miles  below,  where  it  has  had  an  opportunity  to  recover 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  dilution  with  the  water  of  cleaner 
tributaries,  by  the  deposition  of  suspended  matter,  and  by  other 
processes  of  purification  which  take  place  in  a  flowing  stream. 


Comparison  of  Analyses  at  Three  Points  on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River, 
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On  the  South  Branch  the  best  comparison  can  be  made  between 
the  condition  of  the  river  just  above  the  Lancaster  Mills  at  Clinton 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  The  comparisons  for  1876  and 
1891  are  given  in  the  following  table :  — 

Comparison  of  Analyses  at  Two  Points  on  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashtta  River, 
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All  of  the  samples  given  in  these  tables  were  collected  when  the 
river  was  very  low,  with  the  exception  of  samples  obtained  in  1876 
below  Fitchburg  and  above  Clinton.  These  were  collected  a  few 
days  after  a  heavy  rain  when  the  river  was  above  its  ordinary 
summer  level. 

In  a  comparison  of  analyses  such  as  these,  the  total  dissolved 
residue  and  chlorine  furnish  a  good  measure  of  the  amount  of  pollut- 
ing matter  put  into  the  stream,  because,  once  in  the  stream,  they  are 
not  removed  to  any  considerable  extent  by  any  processes  of  decompo- 
sition or  purification,  other  than  the  purification  which  comes  from 
dilution  with  purer  water.  Free  ammonia  is  a  characteristic  ingre- 
dient of  fresh  sewage  and  where  a  stream  is  seriously  polluted,  as  in 
the  cases  under  consideration,  it  is  the  best  index  of  the  amount  of 
sewage  contamination.  When  a  stream  is  only  slightly  polluted  it 
sometimes  disappears  very  rapidly,  and  even  in  a  seriously  polluted 
stream  it  diminishes  as  the  distance  from  the  point  of  pollution  in- 
creases. The  amount  of  nitrogenous  organic  matter  actually  in 
the  water  is  best  indicated  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia.  This 
substance,  however,  may  be  derived  from  the  organic  matter  of 
the  sewage  or  from  manufacturing  wastes  which  are  not  easily 
decomposable,  and  considerable  is  often  found  even  in  unpolluted 
waters.     While,  therefore,  an  increase  in  albuminoid  ammonia  may 
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be  expected  to  accompany  the  pollution  of  a  stream,  it  may  repre- 
sent matters  which  are  objectionable  to  a  varying  degree. 

In  the  table  relating  to  the  North  Branch  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
1876  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  all  of  these  constituents  from  a 
point  above  Fitchburg  to  one  below  it,  and  a  subsequent  partial 
recovery  as  the  water  passes  to  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  In  1891 
the  water  above  Fitchburg  is  much  more  polluted  than  in  1876,  and 
below  Fitchburg  the  pollution  has  increased  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent  so  that  this  portion  of  the  river  is  now  in  a  foul  condition  in 
dry  weather.  At  the  mouth  of  the  stream  the  analysis  of  1891 
shows  a  much  greater  degree  of  pollution  than  that  of  1876. 

The  analyses  of  the  South  Branch,  above  and  below  Clinton,  in 
1876  do  not  give  any  decided  indications  of  pollution,  but  the 
analyses  of  1891  show  such  pollution  to  a  marked  degree  except  in 
the  amount  of  albuminoid  ammonia,  of  which  there  is  only  a  very 
slight  increase.  This  seems  to  be  due  to  the  abnormal  amount  of 
albuminoid  ammonia  found  in  the  samples  collected  above  Clinton, 
the  amount  being  much  greater  than  in  other  samples  taken  on  the 
same  days  a  short  distance  further  down  stream,  and  also  greater 
than  in  the  regular  monthly  samples  taken  from  the  river  above 
Clinton  from  June,  1887,  to  June,  1889.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  the  South  Branch  below  Clinton  is  very  much  less  polluted 
than  the  North  Branch  just  below  Fitchburg,  and  even  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  streams  the  South  Branch  is  now  less  polluted  than 
the  North  Branch. 

The  character  of  the  water  in  the  South  Branch  varies  more  from 
time  to  time  than  that  in  the  North  Branch,  so  that  at  times  the 
analysis  of  its  water  shows  nearly  as  much  pollution  as  that  of  the 
North  Branch.  This  may  be  seen  by  the  following  comparison,  in 
which  the  highest  determinations  were  selected  in  each  case. 

Comparison  of  Analyses  of  the  North  and  South  Branches  of  the  Nashua  River  at 
their  Confluence,  selecting  from  Each  Series  of  Analyses  the  High€i>t  Detemii- 
natiofis. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Nurtk  Branch 
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Locality  of  Samples  included  in  Table  on  pages  312  and  313. 

Nos.  8090  and  8113  were  collected  from  the  Nashua  River  at 
Turnpike  Street,  just  above  Crocker  &  Burbank's  paper  mill.  The 
river  is  considerably  polluted  by  manufacturing  refuse  above  this 
point  but  no  sewers  discharge  into  it. 

No.  8115,  from  Snow  millpond  on  Whitman's  River  above  the 
third  dam  from  its  mouth  and  above  all  mills  in  Fitchburg. 

Nos.  8087  and  8114,  from  Whitman's  River  just  above  the  lowest 
dam.  Between  thin  point  and  the  point  where  No.  8115  was  col- 
lected this  river  receives  polluting  matter  from  one  of  Crocker  & 
Burbank's  paper  mills. 

Nos.  801)1  and  8116,  from  the  Nashua  River  above  the  second 
dam  below  Whitman's  River.  Between  this  point  and  the  next 
sampling  places  above,  the  river  receives  polluting  matters  from 
three  paper  mills,  one  of  which  is  located  on  Whitman's  River  at 
its  mouth. 

Nos.  8092  and  8117,  from  the  Nashua  River  at  the  dam  above  the 
Hanna  paper  mill  (Crocker  &  Burbank).  There  is  one  paper  mill 
on  the  stream  between  this  point  and  the  sampling  place  next  above. 

No.  8088,  from  Phillips  Brook  at  McTaggart's  millpond,  above  all 
mills  in  Fitchburg. 

Nos.  8089  and  8118,  from  Phillips  Brook  near  its  mouth  at  a 
point  far  enough  above  the  Westminster  Street  bridge  to  exclude 
sewage  from  a  sewer  discharging  at  Westminster  Street,  and  drain- 
age from  the  Beoli  Company's  worsted  mills.  There  are  two  paper 
mills,  a  worsted  mill  and  a  gingham  mill  on  the  stream  between  this 
point  and  the  sampling  place  next  above. 

Nos.  8093  and  8119,  from  the  Nashua  River  above  mill  No.  3 
of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Company  and  just  below  the  mouth  of 
Phillips  Brook.  Between  this  point  and  the  next  sampling  places 
above,  the  river  receives  polluting  matter  from  a  paper  mill  (Crocker 
&  Burbank's),  a  worsted  mill  and  a  sewer. 

Nos.  8094  and  8120,  from  the  Nashua  River  at  a  flour  mill  located 
just  below  the  first  railroad  bridge  below  the  mouth  of  Phillips 
Brook.  Between  this  point  and  the  sampling  place  next  above,  the 
river  receives  polluting  matter  from  three  paper  mills  and  a  sewer. 

Nos.  8095  and  8121,  from  the  river  at  River  Street,  just  above 
the  dam  of  Barstow  &  Cookson's  cotton  batting  mill.  Between 
this  point  and  the  sampling  place  next  above  there  are  two  gingham 
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mills,  one  of  which  was  not  in  operation,  and  a  flour  mill ;  also  a 
sewer. 

Nos.  8096  and  8122,  from  the  river  at  Rollstone  Street.  Between 
this  point  and  the  one  just  described  are  two  cotton  yam  mills,  a 
cotton  batting  mill,  a  worsted  mill,  a  machine  shop,  a  gingham  mill 
and  two  sewers. 

Nos.  8097  and  8123,  from  the  river  at  the  first  dam  below  Roll- 
stone  Street.  Between  this  point  and  the  sampling  place  at  Roll- 
stone  Street,  the  river  receives  polluting  matter  from  a  sewer  and 
from  a  gingham  mill. 

Nos.  8103  and  8132,  from  the  river  at  the  dam  just  above  the 
Water  Street  bridge.  Between  this  point  and  the  next  sampling 
place  above,  three  sewers  discharge  into  the  river ;  there  are  only 
two  mills  on  the  stream  within  this  distance,  a  machine  shop  and  a 
flour  mill. 

Nos.  8102  and  8131,  from  the  Nashua  River  at  the  dam  above 
Wheelwright's  paper  mill.  Between  this  point  and  the  next  sam- 
pling place  above,  the  river  receives  sewage  from  four  sewers  which 
receive  a  large  portion,  probably  nearly  half,  the  sewage  of  the  city. 
There  are  also  three  machine  shops  and  a  gas  works  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream  within  this  distance. 

Nos.  8101  and  8130,  from  the  river  at  the  dam  of  the  Fitchburg 
Worsted  Company,  which  is  next  below  the  dam  of  the  Wheel- 
wright paper  mill.  Between  these  two  points  the  river  receives  the 
drainage  from  the  paper  mill  and  sewage  from  a  small  sewer. 

Nos.  8100  and  8129,  from  the  canal  leading  to  the  Duck  Mill,  just 
before  the  water  passes  the  screens.  The  only  important  pollution 
entering  the  river  between  this  point  and  the  next  sampling  place 
above  comes  from  the  Fitchburg  Worsted  Company's  mill. 

Nos.  8099  and  8128,  from  the  canal  at  the  Falulah  paper  mill  just 
before  passing  the  screens.  Between  this  point  and  the  sampling 
place  above,  the  river  receives  pollution  from  a  sewer  and  from  the 
Duck  Mill. 

Nos.  8098  and  8127,  from  the  river  about  half  a  mile  below  the 
Falulah  paper  mill. 

No.  8134,  from  Baker's  Brook  at  Summer  Street  bridire. 

No.  8133,  from  the  river  at  the  Hamilton-Street  bridge,  just  above 
North  Leominster. 
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Chtmieai  Examinatum  of  Water  from  the  North  BraitcA  of  the  Na»hua  River,  Juit 
above  il»  Confluence  with  the  South  Branch,  at  Lancatter. 
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(^emicai  Examination  of  Clinton  Sewage. 
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Chemicai  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  jual 
above  its  Conjluence  with  the  North  Branch,  at  Lancaster. 

[Puu  p*r  100,000.] 
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Neponset  River. 

Mention  is  made  on  page  57  of  this  volume  of  a  complaint  made 
by  a  citizen  of  Canton  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Fowl 
Meadows,  which  cover  a  very  large  area  in  the  central  portion  of  the 
Neponset  basin.  It  is  averred  in  this  complaint  that  these  meadows 
are  at  times  the  source  of  a  most  unbearable  stench  and  the  direct 
cause  of  much  sickness.  On  this  account  and  because  a  preliminary 
examination  showed  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  stream  was  very 
seriously  polluted,  the  Board  instituted  an  investigation  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  and  the  sources  of  its  pollution,  and  also  caused  a 
circular  to  be  sent  to  the  physicians  in  the  valley,  asking  whether, 
in  their  opinion,  **  the  present  condition  of  the  Neponset  River  and 
its  affluents  and  of  the  Fowl  Meadows  has  an  appreciable  influence 
on  the  health  of  the  people  residing  in  the  vicinity."  A  digest  of 
the  replies  to  this  circular  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
volume. 

The  valley  of  the  Neponset  River  has  twice  before  been  the  sub- 
ject of  extended  examinations  by  the  State  authorities,  first  by  the 
State  BoUrd  of  Health  in  1875,  and  subsequently  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Drainage  Commission*  in  1885.  In  addition  to  these  examina- 
tions, a  description  of  the  Neponset  River  basin  with  statistics 
relating  to  its  pollution  and  analyses  of  its  water  may  be  found  in 
the  special  repv)rt  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  the  Examination 
of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  pp.  482-487,  and  in  the  twenty-second 
annual  report  of  the  Board,  1890,  pp.  311,  312. 

The  present  examination  repeats  that  made  by  the  Massachusetts 
Drainage  Commission,  thereby  showing  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  past  six  years,  and  includes,  in  addition,  chemical, 
microscopical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  at 
various  points,  and  measurements  of  the  flow  of  the  stream  near  the 
point  where  the  pollution  is  greatest. 

Description  of  the  Neponset  Basin. 

The  streams  and  principal  sources  of  pollution  in  the  valley  of  the 
Neponset  are  shown  on  an  accompanying  map.  The  river  rises  in  the 
Neponset  Reservoir  in  Foxborough,  and  flows  thence  in  a  generally 

*  See  report  of  a  Commission  appointed  to  consider  a  General  System  of  Drainage  for  the 
Talleys  of  the  Mystic,  Blackstone  and  Charles  Rivers,  1886,  pp.  76-95. 
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north-easterly  direction  to  Dorchester  Bay,  draining  an  area  of  114.1 
square  miles.  The  Fowl  Meadows,  already  mentioned,  are  a  prom- 
inent feature  of  the  Neponset  basin,  as  they  border  the  stream  for 
about  seven  miles  in  the  middle  portion  of  its  course,  and  comprise 
an  area  of  5.15  square  miles,  as  measured  from  the  topographical 
map  of  the  State.  The  remainder  of  the  water-shed  is  for  the  most 
part  hilly  and  rolling,  some  of  the  hills,  notably  the  Blue  Hill  range 
in  Canton  and  Milton,  1>eing  high  and  steep. 

Beginning  at  the  upper  end  of  the  river,  we  find  first  a  portion 
about  ten  and  one-half  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  Neponset 
Reservoir  to  the  upper  end  of  the  meadows,  and  having  in  this  dis* 
tance  a  full  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  On  this  portion 
of  the  stream  there  are  many  factories  and  mills  which  turn  a  large 
amount  of  polluting  matter  into  it,  making  the  part  below  them  more 
highly  polluted  by  manufacturing  refuse  than  any  other  poition  of 
the  river. 

In  the  middle  portion  of  its  course  the  river  meanders  with  a 
sluggish  current  through  the  meadows,  which  are  generally  wet 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  water  in  passing  through  them 
improves  in  quality  by  dilution  with  the  water  from  pufer  tribu- 
taries, by  the  deposition  of  suspended  matters,  by  the  interception 
of  floating  substances,  and  by  other  processes  of  purification  which 
take  place  in  a  flowing  stream.  It  is,  however,  far  from  being  pure 
water  when  it  reaches  the  lower  end  of  the  meadows. 

In  the  lower  portion  of  its  course  the  river  has  a  moderate  amount 
of  fall,  so  thut  there  are  several  mills  upon  it,  and  the  population 
near  it  is  much  more  dense  than  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  valley. 

There  are  two  principal  aflluents,  —  the  east  branch,  which  with 
several  small  tributaries  furnishes  power  for  a  large  number  of  fac- 
tories and  mills  in  Sharon,  Stoughton  and  Canton  and  enters  the 
main  river  toward  the  upper  end  of  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and  Mother 
Brook,  which  flows  through  East  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  and 
enters  the  main  river  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  Meadows. 
Mother  Brook  is  a  channel,  partly  natural  and  partly  artificial, 
which  connects  the  Charles  and  Neponset  rivers  and  is  legally 
entitled  to  receive  one-third  of  the  flow  of  the  former  stream.  As 
the  Charles  River  at  this  point  drains  an  area  of  lU^S.ti  square  miles, 
Mother  Brook  may  be  considered  as  having,  besides  its  own  small 
water-shed,  an   additional  water-shed  of  136.2  square  miles.      On 
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account  of  the  large  quantity  of  water  and  the  rapid  fall,  this  stream, 
although  only  about  three  miles  long,  furnishes  power  to  several 
large  mills,  which  discharge  into  it  much  polluting  matter. 

The  Neponset  basin  includes  the  whole  or  considerable  portions  of 
the  towns  of  Walpole,  Sharon,  Stoughton,  Canton,  Norwood,  Ded- 
ham,  Hyde  Park  and  Milton,  the  Dorchester  district  of  Boston,  and 
very  small  portions  of  the  towns  of  Medfield,  Dover,  Foxborough, 
Randolph  and  Quincy ;  but,  as  the  included  poilions  of  these  latter 
towns  are  inhabited  only  by  a  scattering  population  which  does  not 
seriously  pollute  the  streams,  they  will  not  be  again  referred  to. 
Of  the  former  places  all  but  Walpole  are  provided  with  a  public 
water  supply,  but  there  is  no  general  system  of  sewerage  in  any  of' 
them  with  the  exception  of  Dorchester.  There  are  a  few  public 
sewers  in  Milton  and  some  private  drains  in  other  places.  All  but 
one  of  the  Dorchester  sewers  discharging  into  the  river  enter  the 
tidal  portion  below  the  last  dam.  The  sewage  from  the  lower  por- 
tion of  this  district  will  all  be  diverted  from  the  river  as  soon  as  an 
intercepting  sewer  which  is  now  being  constructed  as  far  as  Miltoni 
Lower  Mills,  and  a  bninch  sewer  to  the  village  of  Neponset,  are 
completed  and  put  in  operation. 

The  population  of  all  the  towns  in  the  valley  increased  consider- 
ably in  the  five  years  from  1^85  to  1890.  Excluding  Dorchester, 
the  average  increase  in  the  towns  under  consideration  during  this, 
period  was  sixteen  per  cent.  The  increase  in  the  towns  on  the  east 
branch  of  the  river,  viz.,  Sharon,  Stoughton  and  Canton,  averaged, 
fourteen  percent.,  and  in  the  towns  on  the  upper  portion  of  the 
main  stream,  Walpole  and  Norwood,  eighteen  per  cent.  The  towns 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  valley,  Dedham,  Hyde  Park  and  Milton, 
show  an  increase  of  sixteen  per  cent.  In  the  portion  of  Dorchester 
within  the  water-shed  of  the  Neponset  the  increase  was  much  greater 
than  in  the  other  places,  but  not  quite  so  great  as  in  the  whole  of 
Dorchester,  where  the  increase  was  forty-three  per  cent. 

There  are  several  reservoirs  in  the  valley  which  tend  to  maintain 
the  flow  of  the  stream  in  dry  weather ;  their  united  capacity,  how- 
ever, is  not  very  large,  so  that  the  flow  becomes  small  in  dry  sea- 
sons. The  Neponset  Reservoir,  which  covers  an  area  of  454  acres, 
as  measured  from  the  State  map,  and  from  which  eight  feet  of  water 
can  bo  drawn,  is  the  only  reser\''oir  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  main 
river.     On  the  east  branch  there  are  two  large  reservoirs,  Massa- 


322 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


NEPOXSET  RIVEIl. 

poag  Lake  in  Sharon  and  Reservoir  Pond  in  Canton.  Ponkapoag 
Lake  in  Canton  is  the  only  other  reservoir  of  importance  within  the 
water-shed  of  the  river.  As  Mother  Brook  receives  practically 
all  of  its  water  from  the  Charles  River,  it  is  subject  to  the  fluctu- 
ations of  flow  in  that  stream,  and  the  flow  becomes  very  small  in 
dry  seasons. 

The  flow  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  Neponset  River  was  measured 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Aug.  12  and  13,  1891,  at  a  point 
below  the  ink  works,  and  the  amount  flowing  during  the  daytime 
was  found  to  average  12.3  cubic  feet  per  second,  equal  to  0.34 
cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  of  drainage  areas,  population, 
etc.,  in  the  Neponset  River  basin  :  — 


Dlstanc* 

•bov«  Mouth 

of  Klvcr. 

Miles. 


Drainage 
Area. 

8q.  Mllei. 


Population. 
(IS90.) 


PofMiUitloa 

p«r  Squara 

Mile. 


NepoDiet  River  below  Spring  Brook,  Walpole, 

Neponset  River  at  Bird's  Paper  11  HI,  Bast  Walpole, 

Neponset  River  above  Ilawes  Brook,  Norwood, 

Neponset  RWfr  below  Hawes  Brook,  Norwood, 

Neponset  River  at  raeaaortog  station  below  Ink  works, 

Neponset  River  above  mouth  of  sewer  from  Smith's 
tannery,       


Neponset  River  below  month  of  sewer  from  Smith's 
tanner}', 


Neponset  River  above  mouth  of  east  branch,     . 

East  branch  at  mouth,  ....... 

Neponset  River  below  mouth  of  east  branch,     . 

Neponset  River  opposite  wells  of  Hyde  Park  Water 
CX»mpany,  ........ 


Neponset  River  at  mouth. 


20.0 
17.7 
16.6 
16.6 
15.0 

15.6 


15.5 
13.5 
13.5 
13.5 


6.5 
0 


22.05 
26.06 
27.12 
35.04 
85.67 

36.00 

87.48 
43.70 
80.75 
74.54 

04.83 
114.14 


2,700 
3,325 


6,560 

0,350 

15,000 

18,550 
88,425 


100 
06 


160 
801 
218 

100 
78t 


Examination  of  the  River  Water. 

The  results  of  chemical  examinations  of  water  collected  from  vari- 
ous points  along  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  Neponset  River  are 
given  in  the  table  on  pages  324  and  325.  As  the  greater  number  of 
samples  were  taken  on  Aug.  13,  1891,  this  series  is  given  the  first 
place  in  the  table,  the  analyses  being  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
position  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  end  of  the  btream. 
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The  first  analysis  given  in  the  table  represents  the  condition  of 
the  water  above  the  village  of  Walpole,  where  it  is  nearly  free  from 
pollution.     From  this  point  down  the  increased  pollution  of  the 
water  from  point  to  point  to  the  head  of  the  Fowl  Meadows  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  analyses.     It  is  not,  of  course,  to  be  expected  that  a 
siqgle  series  of  analyses  will  show  the  exact  amount  of  polluting 
matter  put  into  the  stream  at  each  point,  because  the  manufacturing 
refuse  is  discharged  in  varying  amounts  from   time  to  time^  and 
samples  taken  at  different  times  at  any  one  place  are  consequently 
liable  to   vary   considerably   from   one   another.     The   amount  of 
organic  matter  added  to  the  water  is  best  shown  by  the  increase  in 
the  loss  on  ignition  and  in  the  albuminoid  ammonia.     It  will  be 
noticed  that  there  is  a  very  large  increase  in  both  of  these  constitu- 
ents at  the  paper  mills  of  F.  W.  Bird  &  Son  and  Hollingsworth  & 
Vose.     By  the  analyses  of  August  13  there  is  also  a  large  increase 
at  the  ink  works,  but  this  result  appears  to  be  anomalous,  as  the 
analysis  of  the  sample  collected  below  the  ink  works  is  not  con- 
firmed either  by  a  corresponding  analysis  on  August  12,  or  by  the 
analysis  at  the  next  sampling  place  below  on  August  13  ;  the  latter 
sample  contained  smaller  amounts  of  these  constituents  whereas  it 
should  have  contained  larger  amounts  on  account  of  the  drainage 
from  Smith's  tannery  which  enters  the  river  between  these  points. 
The  hardness  of  the  water  is  1.7  parts  per  100,000  above  Walpole, 
and  is  increased  to  11.2  parts  per  100,000  by  the  lime  turned  into 
the  river  at  the  paper  mills.     The  amount  of  chlorine  in  the  water 
is  also  greatly  increased  by  the  paper  mill  drainage. 

The  analyses  show  that  the  east  branch  is  very  much  less  polluted 
than  the  main  river  at  the  point  where  the  two  streams  join,  and  the 
main  river  is  consequently  improved  at  this  point  by  dilution  with 
the  water  from  this  branch.  At  the  time  the  samples  were  collected 
the  tannery  of  Winslow  Brothers  which  generally  turns  considerable 
polluting  matter  into  the  river  above  the  ink  works  through  Hawes 
Brook  was  doing  only  a  very  little  work. 

In  the  passage  of  the  water  through  the  meadows  to  a  point 
opposite  the  pumping  station  of  the  Hyde  Park  water  works  there  U 
a  further  very  noticeable  improvement,  although  the  water  is  still 
very  much  polluted.  From  this  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  stream 
the  analysis  of  the  water  does  not  change  very  much. 
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Odor  of  Noe.  7804  and  7806,  none;  of  No.  7806,  vegetable  and  unpleasant,  becoming  musty  and  dUa- 
greeable  on  heating;  of  No.  7807,  strongly  alkaline  and  soapy;  of  No.  7800,  offensive;  of  Noe.  7810  and 
7812,  strongly  alkaline;  of  Noe.  7706,  7706 and  7802,  tarry  and  soapy;  of  Nos.  7707  and  7813,  distinctly 
vegeUble;  of  Nos.  7700  and  7811,  distinctly  alkaline  and  Urry;  of  Nos.  7814,  7041  and  7042,  vegeta- 
ble; of  Nos.  7732,  7800  and  7841,  distinctly  musty. The  samples  were  collected  as  follows:  Mo. 

7804,  from  the  Neponset  River,  where  Main  Street  crosses  It  just  above  the  village  of  Walpole;  No.780S, 
at  Stetson's  dam.  Just  below  the  village  of  Walpole;  No.  7806,  from  the  mlllpond  of  the  paper  mill  of 
F.  W.  Bird  &  Son,  in  East  Walpole,  at  entrance  to  wheel;  No.  7807,  at  the  dam  of  the  paper  roll!  of 
HoUingsworth  8c  Vose,  which  is  the  next  below  the  paper  mill  of  F.  W.  Bird  &  Son ;  No.  7808,  atthenozt 
dam  below  the  mill  of  HoUingsworth  &  Vose,  at  Water  Street ;  No.  7809,  at  the  dam  of  the  printing-ink 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Neponset  River, 


PLACE  OF  COLLECTION. 
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*  This  sample  waa  collected  on  September  1. 


The  bacteriological  examination  of  the  river,  as  given  in  the 
table  above,  is  remarkable  for  the  number  of  bacteria  found  in 
the  upper  portion  of  the  river  and  particularly  below  the  paper 
mills.  The  greatest  number  found  was  2,440,800  per  cubic  centime- 
ter, on  August  27,  at  the  next  dam  below  the  Hollingsworth  &  Vose 
paper  mill.  On  the  same  day  only  about  one-tenth  as  many  were 
found  a  short  distance  above  the  head  of  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and  on 
September  1  a  sample  collected  below  the  meadows,  opposite  the 
pumping  station  of  the  Hyde  Park  water  works,  contained  but  444 
per  cubic  centimeter, 

The  microscopical  examinations  of  the  samples  of  water  sent  into 
the  laboratory  do  not  show  any  remarkable  results  as  regards  num- 
bers, because  the  plants  and  animals,  which  were  found  in  the  river 
in  great  abundance,  were  mostly  of  comparatively  large  size,  and 
some  of  them  were  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  river.  The  most 
prominent  feature  was  an  enormous  growth  of  the  fungus  Beggiatoa 
in  the  portions  of  the  river  extending  from  the  paper  mills  down  to 
the  meadows.  The  bottom  of  the  river,  particularly  where  there  was 
a  swift  current,  was  entirely  covered  with  this  grayish  growth,  and 
pieces  of  it  were  continually  breaking  off  and  going  down  stream. 
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80  that  a  gallon  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  stream  generally 
contained  three  or  four  fragments  of  Beggiatoa  an  inch  or  more  in 
length.  It  is  noticeable  that  this  abundant  growth  occurred  in  about 
the  same  portion  of  the  stream  that  contained  the  greatest  number 
of  bacteria. 

After  passing  into  the  meadows  there  was  apparently  no  growth  of 
Beggiatoa  on  the  bottom  of  the  stream,  and  the  floating  pieces  dis- 
appeared, probably  by  deposition.  In  the  middle  and  lower  portions 
of  the  meadows  there  was  a  very  abundant  growth  of  Lemnce*  These 
are  plants  consisting  of  more  or  less  roundish  green  discs  not  more 
than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  float  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water  and  have  delicate  roots  projecting  from  the  under  side  into 
it.  These  plants,  together  with  many  fragments  of  water  grasses 
and  filamentous  algro  which  had  bccoiiie  detached  from  the  bottom, 
floated  down  the  stream,  and  with  other  floating  matters  formed  a 
thick  scum  in  the  many  coves  along  the  river's  edge,  where  they 
decayed  and  became  more  or  less  offensive. 

Another  prominent  feature  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  was  the 
floating  mud  which  appeared  on  the  surface  of  the  millponds  in  large 
dark  patches  having  a  green  surface,  and  in  smaller  masses  floating 
down  the  stream.  Several  of  these  masses  were  examined  micro- 
scopically and  it  was  found  that  they  were  composed  mainly  of 
black  mud  and  Zfjogloea  with  a  growth  of  Osctllaria  on  top  which 
gave  the  green  color  and  bound  the  mass  together.  They  also  con- 
tained large  numbers  of  organisms  which  are  commonly  found  in 
river  mud,  such  as  worms  and  large  bacteria,  together  with  much 
Beggiatoa^  unsheathed  Grenothrix  and  Molds.  These  floating  masses 
were  found  in  small  numbers  as  far  up  stream  as  Stetson's  millpond 
and  were  observed  in  much  greater  abundance  further  down  stream. 
Their  presence  afppeared  to  be  due  to  a  large  deposit  of  putrescible 
matter  in  the  bottom  of  the  millponds,  which  in  the  warm  weather 
became  covered  over  and  bound  together  with  the  growth  of  Oscil' 
laria  upon  its  surface,  and  was  then  floated  by  bubbles  of  gas  result- 
ing from  the  decomposition  of  the  organic  matter.  In  the  millpond 
of  Hollingsworth  &  Vose  the  patches  of  floating  matter  some- 
times covered  half  an  acre  or  more.  As  a  rule  this  matter  did  not 
exceed  an  inch  in  thickness,  but  near  the  dam  of  the  ink  works 
a  large  patch  was  noticed  which  measured  three  inches  in  thickness. 
Lumps  of  this  matter  could  occasionally  be  seen  floating  down  stream 
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where  the  river  passes  through  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and  undoubtedly 
added  to  the  objectionable  character  of  the  scum  which  collected  in 
the  coves  along  this  portion  of  the  river. 

The  statement  is  made  that  the  meadows  are  now  wet  throughout 
the  year,  so  that  the  grass  which  grows  upon  them  cannot  be  cut 
and  harvested,  whereas  this  condition  did  not  formerly  exist.  It  is 
claimed  by  some  that  the  first  dam  below  the  m(?adows  in  Hyde  Park 
is  too  high,  and  that  it  hacks  the  water  up  on  the  meadows,  or  at  least 
retards  the  flow  of  the  river  through  the  lower  part  of  the  meadows 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  promotes  the  deposition  of  solid  matters 
and  the  consequent  partial  obstruction  of  the  channel.  A  suit  was 
brought  by  the  meadow  owners  against  the  proprietors  of  this  dam, 
but  it  proved  unsuccessful.  It  is  probable  that  the  channel  of  the 
river  does  not  have  the  same  carrying  capacity  that  it  formerly  had, 
and  the  manufacturing  establishments  above  the  meadows  tend  to 
increase  the  trouble,  b  >th  by  discharging  into  the  river  substances 
which  may  depo.sit  upon  its  bed  and  banks  where  the  flow  is  slug- 
gish, and  also  by  turning  into  it  other  matter,  which  serves  as  a 
fertilizer  for  the  various  water  plants  and  makes  them  grow  much 
more  luxuriantly  than  they  otherwise  would. 

The  Neponset  River,  though  not  wholly  free  fronfi  pollution  by 
the  waste  products  of  human  life  even  in  its  upper  portions,  is  pre- 
eminently a  river  which  is  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes.  This 
is  very  noticeable  by  the  analyses  as  well  as  by  an  inspection  of  the 
sources  of  pollution.  It  is  the  intention  to  make  a  further  study 
of  these  manufacturing  wastes  in  order,  if  possible,  to  devise  some 
practicable  method  of  preventing  the  polluting  matters  from  going 
into  the  streams. 

Since  1885,  when  the  examination  of  the  river  was  made  by  the 
Massachusetts  Dnunage  Commission,  a  very  important  source  of 
pollution,  viz.,  the  wool-scouring  establishment  of  E.  F.  Lewis  on 
Mill  Hrook  in  Walpo^e,  has  been  abandoned.  The  most  important 
sources  of  pollution  which  remain  upon  the  upper  waters  are  the 
two  tanneries  of  Winslow  Bros,  and  the  Lyman  Smith's  Sons  Com- 
pany in  Norwood  and  the  two  paper  mills  of  F.  \V.  Bird  &  Co. 
and  Hoi  lings  worth  &  Vose  in  East  Walpole. 

A  more  detailed  statement  as  to  the  character  of  different  portions 
of  the  river  and  its  tributaries  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages, 
which  contain  a  description  of  the  different  sources  of  pollution. 


No.  34.]  EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS.  329 

NEPOX8ET  RIVER, 

These  descriptions  are  aiTanged  by  towns  so  as  to  be  readily  com- 
parable with  similar  descriptions  given  in  the  report  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Drainage  Commission. 

• 

Description  of  Soukces  of  Pollution. 

Walpole.  —  All  but  a  very  small  portion  of  this  town  is  within  the 
water-shed  of  the  Neponset  Uiver.  The  town  has  neither  a  public 
water  supply  nor  a  sewerage  system,  and  very  little  sewage  matter 
reaches  the  stream  directly. 

The  river  is  augmented  in  this  town  by  sevenil  tributaries,  the 
most  important  of  which  are  Mill  or  Mine  Brook,  which  enters  the 
river  from  the  west,  and  Spring  Brook,  which  enters  it  from  the 
east.  These  streams  join  the  river  in  the  village  at  nearly  the  same 
pciint. 

The  wM)ol-8couring  establishment  of  E.  F.  Lewis,  on  Mill  Brook 
at  the  outlet  of  Morey's  Pond,  one-third  of  a  mile  from  the  Neponset 
River,  which  was  the  most  important  source  of  pollution  when  the 
river  basin  was  examined  in  li<85,  has,  as  already  stated,  been 
abandoned,  the  business  having  been  removed  to  Lawrence  in  June» 
185)0. 

Near  the  point  where  Mill  and  Spring  brooks  enter  the  Neponset 
River  is  located  the  establij^ment  of  Bradford  Lewis  &  Son  for 
cleaning  cotton  waste.  About  \yhOO  pounds  of  oily  waste  are 
cleaned  daily.  The  waste  as  received  contains  from  twenty  to 
thirty  per  cent,  of  dirt  and  oil,  largely  pet/oleum,  and  is  first 
boiled  in  soda-ash,  then  washed,  and  finally  bleached.  From  1,000 
to  1,200  pounds  of  soda-ash  are  used  per  week.  The  drainage  from 
this  establishment  is  treated  in  the  same  way  as  in  1885,  by  turning 
it  into  large  settling  basins  in  which  some  of  the  dirt  and  oil  are 
intercepted  and  subsequently  burned  or  otherwise  removed,  the 
remainder  going  into  the  river.  Near  by  is  a  paper  mill,  also  owned 
by  Bradford  Lewis  &  Son,  in  which  four  tons  of  dark  binders' board 
are  manufactured  daily.  The  polluting  matter  added  to  the  stream 
at  this  place  is  chiefly  soap  and  dirt  w^ashed  from  the  stock. 

Opposite  the  railroad  station  at  Walpole  are  the  works  of  the 
Walpole  Dye  and  Chemical  Company  where  about  30  hands  are  em- 
ployed, as  against  18  in  1885.  The  conditions  at  this  place  are  prac- 
tically the  same  as  in  1885,  excej  t  that  the  amount  of  business  has 
increased.     The  manufacturing  drainage  from  the  works,  which  is 
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discharged  into  Mill  Brook  near  its  mouth,  has  a  deep  color  but 
does  not  have  an  offensive  odor.  These  works  are  not  located  directly 
on  a  stream  but  an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  23 
two-inch  tubular  wells  located  in  the  low  ground  between  the  factory 
and  Elm  Street. 

There  are  several  mills  farther  up  stream  which  add  comparativelj' 
little  polluting  matter  to  the  river,  and  taking  them  as  a  whole  it 
may  be  said  that  their  effect  upon  the  river  is  not  very  different  from 
what  it  was  in  1885. 

The  factory  of  the  Norton  Manufacturing  Company  was  burned 
in  1889  and  has  not  been  rebuilt. 

The  mill  formerly  occupied  by  the  Union  Mill  Company  was  vacant 
at  the  time  the  river  was  examined  in  1891,  but  is  now  (1892)  occu- 
pied by  the  Union  Mill  Company  for  picking  and  sorting  damaged 
cotton  and  sorting  cotton  waste.  About  40  hands  are  employed 
who  use  a  privy  over  the  stream. 

At  the  bleachery  and  dye-house  of  S.  Gray  &  Co.  about  2,500 
pounds  of  yam  are  dyed  daily,  which  is  an  increase  of  25  per  cent, 
over  the  product  of  1885. 

The  next  establishment  on  the  river  below  the  cotton  waste  mill 
of  Bradford  Lewis  &  Son  is  the  factory  of  the  American  Card 
Clothing  Company  near  Stetson^s  dam.  Eight  hands  are  employed 
at  this  factory  and  no  polluting  matter  is  discharged  into  the 
stream. 

Stetson*s  Pond  is  the  first  place  where  the  river  is  ponded  below 
the  points  where  the  drainage  is  now  or  was  formerly  discharged  from 
the  cotton  w^aste  mill,  the  paper  mill,  the  dye  and  chemical  works 
and  the  wool-scouring  establishment  of  E.  F.  Lewis.  When  the 
wool-scouring  establishment  was  in  operation  much  complaint  was 
made  of  the  offensive  condition  of  the  pond,  but  it  is  now  said  to 
be  in  much  better  condition  than  it  was  then.  At  the  time  it  was 
visited  in  1891  there  was  a  thin  film  of  oil  upon  its  surface  but  no 
noticeable  odor. 

A  small  hat  factory  located  at  Stetson's  dam  has  been  vacated. 

At  Til  ton  Station,  about  a  mile  below  Stetson's  dam,  is  a  mill 
privilege  at  present  unused. 

At  East  Walpole,  a  mile  further  down  the  stream,  is  the  paper 
mill  of  F.  W.  Bird  &  Son,  employing  118  hands,  as  against  60  in 
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1885.  About  4,000  tons  of  stock  are  made  into  paper  yearly.  Of 
this,  one-half  is  what  is  termed  raw  stock  and  consists  of  old  rope, 
old  bagging,  tarred  rope,  a  few  rags  and  some  ends  from  oiled  car- 
peting. The  other  half  consists  of  **  papei*s,"  such  as  straw-board 
clippings,  hardware  papers,  manila  papers  and  newspapers.  The 
materials  used  in  the  manufacturing  processes  are  alum,  quick- 
lime, chloride  of  lime,  dyestuffs  and  soda-ash.  About  two-thirds 
of  a  ton  of  quick-lime  and  350  pounds  of  chloride  of  lime  are  used 
daily.  The  dyestuffs  consist  of  Venetian  red,  yellow  ochre,  oxide 
of  iron,  copperas,  logwood  extract  and  lamp  black  in  liquid  form. 
The  total  amount  of  all  of  them  used  daily  is  about  1,000  pounds. 

All  of  the  refuse  from  manufacturing,  including  the  dirt  washed 
from  the  stock  and  the  waste  dyestuffs,  goes  directly  into  the  stream. 
The  amount  of  dyestuff  is  often  so  great  as  to  give  the  river  a 
decided  color  for  several  miles  down  stream.  The  river  water  is 
used  for  washing  the  stock  but  for  other  manufacturing  processes 
filtered  water  is  used.  Water  from  a  spring  near  by  is  used  in  the 
boilers.  Before  the  removal  of  Lewis'  wool-scouring  establishment 
filtered  water  was  used  for  all  processes  as  the  river  water  was  too 
dirty. 

A  short  distance  below  Bird's  mill  is  the  paper  mill  of  Hollings- 
worth  &  Vose.  The  pond  above  this  mill  had  a  very  foul  appear- 
ance when  visited  but  the  odor  was  not  very  strong  at  any  time. 
Bubbles  of  gas,  resulting  from  the  decomposition  of  organic  matter 
in  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  were  continually  rising,  occasionally 
bringing  with  them  masses  of  black  mud  having  a  green  surface, 
which  collected  near  the  dam.  Where  the  water  flows  over  the 
dam  there  was  a  distinct  and  offensive  odor.  At  this  mill  65 
hands  are  employed,  which  is  three  times  the  number  employed  in 
1885.  Manila  papera  are  manufactured  out  of  old  rope,  about 
3,000  tons  of  stock  being  used  per  year.  It  is  first  cleaned  by 
dusting  and  is  subsequently  washed.  The  principal  materials  used 
in  working  up  the  stock  are  chloride  of  lime,  quick-lime  and  alum, 
together  with  very  small  amounts  of  soda-ash  and  flour  or  starch. 
About  one  ton  of  quick-lime  and  800  pounds  of  chloride  of  lime  are 
used  daily,  which  is  about  three  times  the  quantity  used  in  1885. 
River  water  is  used  for  boiling  in  the  bleachers  and  for  the  first 
wash.     For  all  other  purposes  filtered  water  is  used.     Some  of  this 
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water  is  obtained  from  the  large  well  near  the  river,  but  about  one 
million  gallons  are  obtained  by  filtering  the  river  water  through  a 
mechanical  filter,  using  alum  as  the  coagulant.  The  matters  inter- 
cepted by  this  filter,  including  the  coagulant,  are  turned  into  the 
stream,  as  is  all  other  refuse  from  the  various  manufacturing  proc- 
esses, except  the  dustings  from  the  stock,  which  are  said  to  be  sold 
to  farmers. 

A  short  distance  below  this  mill  is  an  unused  mill  privilege  also 
owned  by  Hollingsworth  &  Vose.  At  this  dnm  an  abundant  growth 
of  the  fungus  Beggiatoa^  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  was 
found  clinging  to  submerged  object-*.  This  was  the  farthest  point 
up  stream  at  which  it  was  noticed  in  abundance. 

Norwood,  — The  river,  after  leaving  Walpole,  passes  through  the 
southci'ly  portion  of  this  town,  and  the  natural  drainage  of  the 
whole  town  goes  into  the  river  or  its  tribiitjiries.  The  town  is 
provided  with  a  public  water  supply,  but  has  no  system  of  sewer- 
age. There  is,  however,  a  ten-inch  pipe  sewer  leading  from  a  point 
near  the  centre  of  the  town  to  the  river,  which  conveys  to  it  the 
water  from  several  open  ditches.  One  of  these  ditches  brings  to 
the  sewer  the  drainage  from  the  tannery  owned  by  the  Lyman 
Smith's  Sons  Company,  and  the  others  bring  more  or  less  sewage 
turned  into  them  from  buildings  in  the  central  part  of  the  town. 

A  little  more  than  half  a  mile  below  the  lower  dam  of  Hollings- 
worth &  Vose  a  tributary,  known  as  Hawes  Brook,  enters  the  river 
from  the  we^jt.  On  this  brook  is  located  the  tannery  of  Winslow 
Brothers,  employing  175  hands,  as  against  125  in  1885.  These  num- 
bers do  not  include  the  men  employed  at  the  finishing  shops  on  the 
hill  from  which  no  refuse  enters  the  stream. 

Somewhat  more  than  a  million  sheepskins  and  about  one  hundred 
thousand  goat  and  calf  skins  are  tanned  and  finished  at  this  place 
annually.  The  sheepskins  are  about  one-half  foreign  and  one-half 
domestic,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them  come  to  the  tannery 
either  in  lime  or  in  pickle  in  about  equal  quantities,  but  some  are 
received  with  the  wool  on,  either  green-salted  or  dry-cured.  The 
pickled,  or  processed,  skins  when  received  at  the  tannery  are  ready 
for  tanning  without  further  preparation.  The  limed  skins  when 
received  are  prepared  to  the  extent  of  pulling  the  wool  only.  The 
goatskins  are  nearly  all  foreign  dry-cured  skins  and  the  calfskins 
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are  mostly  domestic  green-salted.  The  total  number  of  skins  which 
are  unhaired  or  from  which  the  wool  is  pulled  amounts  to  about  a 
quarter  of  a  million  annually. 

In  the  manufacturing  processes  the  materials  used  yearly  are 
approximately  as  follows  :  — 

For  Ufihairitigy  Liming^  Drenching  and  Processing. 

Lime, 350  barrels. 

Sodium  sulphide, 25  tons. 

Bran  and  flour, 50  tons. 

Sulphuric  acid, 30  tons. 

Salt, 240  tons. 

For  Tanning. 

Ground  sumach, 300  tons. 

Extract  of  hemlock  bark, 100  tons. 

Gambler, 100  tons. 

The  refuse  from  the  manufacturing  processes  is  discharged  into  a 
series  of  shallow  settling  basins  fonned  by  dikes,  in  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  solid  matter  is  intercepted.  The  effluent  from  the  basins 
flows  into  the  brook,  which  is  very  badly  polluted  at  all  points  below, 
and  has  at  times  a  very  ofl*ensiye  odor. 

The  paper  mill  of  Isaac  Ellis,  which  was  located  upon  the  brook 
above  the  tannery  in  1885,  was  burned  in  July,  1888,  and  has  not 
been  rebuilt. 

The  next  establishment  on  the  main  river  below  Hawes  Brook  is 
the  printing-ink  works  of  George  H.  Morrill  &  Co.  Twenty-one 
hands  are  now  employed  at  this  place,  an  increase  of  six  since  1885. 
It  is  said  that  no  manufacturing  waste  enters  the  stream  at  this  place 
except  a  small  amount  of  lamp  black  which,  having  escaped  into  the 
air  and  settled  in  diiferent  places  around  the  works,  is  washed  into  the 
stream  by  rains.  The  bed  and  banks  of  the  stream  below  the  works, 
however,  are  coated  with  a  tarry  matter  which  is  not  found  above 
them,  and  which  probably  comes  from  the  portion  of  the  works  where 
gas  is  manufactured,  to  be  subsequently  used  in  making  the  lamp 
black.     The  operatives  use  a  privy  which  discharges  into  the  stream. 

Near  the  Norwood  Station  on  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  is  located  the  tannery  of  Lyman  Smith's  Sons  Company, 
employing  an  average  of  175  hands  throughout  the  year.     In  the 
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year  ending  July  1,  1891,  1,110,180  sheepskins  were  tanned  at  this 
place,  of  which  rather  more  than  one-half  were  pickled  or  processed 
skins.  The  company  declined  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  materials  used 
in  the  manufacturing  processes,  but  the  methods  are  about  the  same 
as  at  the  tannery  of  Winslow  Brothers,  except  that  hemlock  bark  is 
used  instead  of  the  extract,  and  only  a  very  small  amount  of  wool 
pulling  is  done.  The  drainage  from  the  works  flows  into  settling 
basins  in  which  some  of  the  solid  matters  are  retained  and  after- 
wards cleaned  out  and  carted  away.  From  these  basins  the  drain- 
age overflows  into  a  ditch  and  parses  through  the  sewer  already 
mentioned  to  the  river,  a  little  more  than  half  a  mile  below  the  ink 
works.  At  the  point  where  the  drainage  from  the  tannery  enters 
the  river  there  was  a  deposit  of  black  matter,  and  a  decidedly 
oflfensive  odor  was  noticed  in  this  vicinity. 

The  only  other  works  of  importance  in  Norwood  are  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  car  shops.  Dry  privies  are  used 
at  this  place  so  that  there  is  no  noticeable  pollution  of  the  streams. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  most  polluted  poition  of  the  whole 
river  is  near  the  head  of  the  Fowl  Meadows,  after  the  river  has 
received  the  manufacturing  drainage  from  all  of  the  establishments 
in  Walpole  and  Norwood.  As  the  water  first  enters  the  meadows 
and  the  current  becomes  sluggish  its  condition  is  apparently  a  little 
worse  than  at  any  other  point.  In  appearance  it  resembled  a  huge 
sink  drain,  and  its  odor  was  very  oflfensive  at  all  times.  Passing 
through  this  portion  of  the  stream  in  a  boat,  a  mass  of  floating  mat- 
ter about  three  inches  in  thickness,  similar  to  that  seen  in  the 
Hollingsworth  &  Vose  millpond,  was  encountered,  which  covered 
the  surface  of  the  river  from  bank  to  bank  for  a  distance  of  more 
than  one  hundred  feet.  Itubbles  frequently  arose  from  the  bottom 
of  this  portion  of  the  stream,  bringing  with  them  at  times  small 
masses  of  the  muddy  deposit. 

Sharon.  —  This  town  is  provided  with  a  public  water  supply,  but 
has  no  sewerage  system.  There  are  no  sewers  or  factories  in  the 
town  which  contribute  any  considerable  amount  of  polluting  matter 
to  the  streams. 

Stoughton  —  This  town  is  provided  with  a  limited  public  water 
supply,  but  has  no  sewerage  system.  The  streams  in  the  town  are 
small,  and  the  amount  of  polluting  matter  turned  into  them  is  not 
large,  and,  as  a  whole,  has  not  changed  much  since  1885. 
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Since  then  the  small  woollen  mill  of  Consider  Southworth,  on 
Muddy  Brook  in  West  Stoughton,  has  been  burned,  and  the  small 
cotton-twine  manufactory  of  A.  Southworth,  farther  down  the  same 
stream,  has  been  vacated. 

French  &  Ward's  woollen  mill,  which  is  also  located  on  Muddy 
Brook,  now  employs  from  175  to  200  hands,  an  increase  of  from  25 
to  50  since  1885.  From  300  to  400  pounds  of  wool,  which  shrinks 
from  25  to  40  per  cent.,  are  scoured  here  daily.  All  refuse  from 
manufacturing  goes  directly  into  the  stream. 

Canton,  —  Nearly  all  of  this  town  lies  within  the  Neponset  River 
basin.  There  is  a  public  water  supply,  but  no  public  sewerage 
system. 

Since  1885  the  number  of  sources  of  pollution  has  been  reduced 
by  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  woollen  yarn  mill  at  Springdale  and 
by  the  removal  of  the  Canton  Paint  and  Oil  Company. 

At  two  establishments  the  business  has  increased.  The  Eureka 
Silk  Manufacturing  Company,  which  has  three  mills  just  above  the 
central  portion  of  the  village,  employs  300  hands,  who  use  privies 
emptying  into  the  stream.  This  is  double  the  number  employed  in 
1885.  All  kinds  of  silk  threads  are  made  and  dyed  here,  the  prod- 
uct amounting  to  about  150,000  pounds  per  year.  Logwood,  iron 
and  aniline  colors  are  used  in  dyeing,  and  a  large  amount  of  soap  is 
used  for  washing.  All  refuse  from  the  manufacturing  operations 
goes  into  the  stream. 

The  Canton  Manufacturing  Company,  located  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  town  and  eiigaged  in  bleaching  fine  cotton  goods,  has  now 
50  employees,  as  against  22  in  1885.  The  chemicaU  used  in  bleach- 
ing are  sulphuric  acid,  bleaching  powder  and  S(  da-ash.  About 
82,000  pounds  of  acid  and  fifty  casks  each  of  bleaching  powder  and 
soda-abh  are  used  per  yc  ar.  About  five-eighths  of  a  barrel  of  alum 
per  day  is  used  in  the  mechanical  filter  through  which  about  one 
million  gallons  of  water  are  filtered  daily.  All  wastes,  both  from 
manufacturing  processes  and  from  the  privies,  go  into  the  stream. 

The  other  large  factories  upon  the  stream  in  this  town  are  the 
works  of  the  Kinsley  Iron  and  Machine  Company  and  the  Revere 
Copper  Company.  At  these  establishments  the  conditions  are 
about  the  same  as  in  1885,  except  that  there  has  been  a  reduction 
of  about  20  per  cent,  in  the  force  employed  at  both  places. 

The  other  important  source  of  pollution  in  the  town  is  the  woollen 
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mill  of  Draper  Brothers  at  Canton  Corners,  where  from  85  to  90  men 
are  usually  employed,  but  sometimes  as  many  as  120.  From 
150,000  to  200,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  here  yearly.  The 
situation  of  this  mill  is  peculiar  in  that  it  is  not  located  upon  a 
stream  but  derives  its  water  supply  from  a  well.  All  refuse  from 
wool  scouring  and  from  dyeing  flows  on  to  swampy  land  near  by, 
from  which  a  stream  starts  which  consists  almost  wholly  of  drainage 
from  this  mill.  Farther  down  the  valley  the  drainage  is  diluted  some- 
what as  the  size  of  the  stream  is  increased  by  surface  and  subter- 
ranean tributaries,  but  in  all  places  down  to  the  meadows  the  stream 
is  extremely  foul,  and  has  a  very  offensive  odor. 

Dedham^  Hyde  Parky  Milton  and  Dorchester.  —  All  of  these 
places  are  below  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and,  as  the  conditions  as 
regards  the  pollution  of  the  river  do  not  vary  radically  from  those 
which  existed  in  1885,  no  detailed  description  of  the  sources  of  pol- 
lution will  be  given. 

The  principal  sources  of  manufacturing  pollution  are  the  wool- 
scouring  and  paper  mills.  The  amount  of  wool  ncouring  in  1891  was 
about  the  same  as  in  1885 ;  the  quantity  scoured  at  the  Merchants' 
woollen  mill  in  East  Dedham  being  enough  smaller  at  the  latter  date 
to  offset  the  increase  at  the  mills  of  Robert  Bleakie  &  Co.  and  John 
Scott  in  Hyde  Park. 

In  1885  there  were  three  paper  mills  on  the  main  river,  below 
Mother  Brook,  all  owned  by  Tileston  &  HollingHWorth.  The  second 
of  these  mills  was  burned  and  has  not  been  rebuilt,  but  the  number 
of  operatives  employed  and  the  yearly  product  of  paper  at  the 
upper  mill  have  been  increased  more  than  enough  to  make  up  for 
this  lo-'S. 

Taking  all  of  the  mills  and  factories  on  the  streams  in  these  towns 
together  ihere  has  been  an  increase  of  16  per  cent,  in  the  number 
of  operatives. 

Above  Mother  Brook,  in  Hyde  Park,  the  pollution  of  the  river  is 
noticeable  to  the  eye,  but  the  water  does  not  have  an  olfensive 
odor.  In  Mother  Brook  and  at  points  further  down  the  main  river 
the  water  looks  more  polluted  and  smells  badly  at  times.  The 
lower  part  of  the  river  receives  considerable  sewage  matter  both 
from  privies  and  from  sewers  and  drains.  The  water  in  tho  river 
above  Mother  Brook  is  satisfactory  for  use  in  boilers,  but  further 
down  the  stream  causes  more  or  less  foaming  in  them. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


At  the  end  of  1891  the  State  contained  28  cities  and  323  towns, 
no  change  having  been  made  in  the  number  of  cities  or  towns  since 
the  previous  year. 

During  1891  a  public  water  supply  was  introduced  into  the  towns 
of  Foxborough,  Holliston,  Leicester,  Millis  and  Reading,  so  that  at 
the  end  of  the  year  all  of  the  cities  and  114  towns,  a  total  of  142 
places,  were  provided  with  a  public  water  supply. 

The  following  table  gives  a  classification,  by  population,  of  cities 
and  towns  having  and  not  having  public  water  supplies  Dec.  31, 
1891.     The  populations  are  taken  from  the  census  of  1890 :  — 


POPrLATlOW 

(1S0O). 


Number  of  -.      , 

Placet  of  Giren   p««„,?S;« /./ 

Population     !  ^®PH{!"°"  **' 

having  a  Pub-  i  .    iJffSin* 

lie  Water     I  '"Jl*^'"* 

Supply.  Column. 


Number  of 
PlaceaofGlTeu 

PopuUUon 
not  having  a 

inibile 
Water  Supply. 


Total 
Population  of 

Places 

In  Preceding 

Column. 


Under  500, . 
500-1,000, 
1,000-1,500, 
1,500-2,000, 
2,000.2,500, 
2,500-3,000, 
3,000-8,500, 
8,500-4,000, 
4,000-4,500, 
4,500-5,000, 
Above  5,000, 
Totals, 


0 

0 

28 

5 

4,566 

62 

4 

4,048 

44 

8 

13,574 

28 

0 

10,087 

14 

7 

10,663 

18 

8 

26,010 

5 

6 

22,457 

8 

11 

47,201 

5 

13 

60,954 

1 

71 

1,718,908 
1,938,358 

1 

142 

200 

• 

0,772 
47,667 
64,105 
50,171 
30,209 
49,262 
15.809 
11,263 
21,367 
4,642 
0,138 


300,585 


From  the  totals  given  in  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that,  although 
but  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have  a  public 
water  supply,  yet  the  total  population  of  places  supplied  represents 
86.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  State.     In  this  estimate 
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of  the  total  population  of  municipalities  supplied  all  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  them  are  included,  and  it  consequently  includes  rather  more 
than  the  actual  number  of  persons  to  whom  a  public  water  supply  is 
available ;  the  difference,  however,  is  not  large.  There  are  now  but 
7  towns  having  a  population  exceeding  4,000  which  are  not  provided 
with  a  public  water  supply.  These  are  given  in  the  following 
table :  — 


TOWKS. 

Population  In   |                          ^^^^^ 

Population  In 

1 

Blackatone,         .       .       .        .     -  .  i         6,188 

ProTincetown 4,642 

Ipawich,      ......            4,439 

MlUbury, !         4,428 

1 

1  WlaahendoD, 

1  Rockport, 

Barnatable 

1 

4,800 
4,087 
4,028 

In  the  following  table  the  various  water  supplies  are  classified 
according  to  the  dates  when  a  fairly  complete  system  of  supply  was 
first  introduced  into  a  city  or  town  :  — 


Tkabs. 

Kumber  of 

Placet 
Sopplied. 

1 
1 
1                         Ykakb. 

1 

Number  of 

Placet 
Supplied. 

Prevtons  to  1850 

1850-1859,  inclusive 

1860-1809.  inclusive 

6 

4 

10 

44 

1    1880-1889,  inclusive,       . 

'    1890 

j    1891 

'          Total, 

08 
6 
6 

1870-1879,  inclusive 

142 

Of  the  28  cities  in  the  Commonwealth,  24,  having  a  total  popula- 
tion in  1890  of  1,302,929,  own  their  water  works,  while  4,  having 
a  total  population  of  69,371,  are  wholly  supplied  by  private  com- 
panies. Of  the  114  towns  having  public  water  supplies,  64,  with  a 
total  population  of  350,577,  are  supplied  from  their  own  works, 
while  50,  with  a  total  population  of  215,481,  are  supplied  by  private 
companies.  The  total  population  in  both  cities  and  towns  owning 
their  works  is  1,653,506,  against  284,852  in  those  supplied  by 
private  companies. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  with  regard  to  the  consumption 
of  water  in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  this  State.  The  popu- 
lations for  1891,  as  given  in  the  table,  were  obtained  in  a  somewhat 
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arbitrary  maoDer  by  adding  one>fifth  of  the  increase  in  population 
from  ltJ85  to  1890  to  the  population  as  determined  by  the  census 
taken  in  the  latter  year.  The  duily  consumption  per  inhabitant, 
obtained  by  dividing  the  avemge  daily  consumption  by  the  total 
population  of  the  city  or  town  in  1801,  shows  a  large  variation, 
which,  in  moat  cases,  is  due  to  the  different  rate  at  which  water  is 
used  in  different  places.  In  some  cases,  however,  where  the  con- 
sumption per  inhabitant  is  very  low,  it  is  occasioned  by  using  the 
total  population  of  the  town  as  a  divisor  when  only  a  limited  portion 
of  the  inhabitants  were  supplied  with  water.  This  is  especially  the 
case  where  there  are  villages  in  the  town  to  which  the  water  works 
have  not  been  extended,  or  where  workd  have  recently  been  built 
and  there  has  not  been  sulticieDt  time  for  the  general  introduction 
of  water. 


Stali^ies  reUaing  to  the  Com 

tniption 

of  Water  in  various  CUies  and  Toivna. 

ClTT  M  Tuwa. 

Poppl.- 

Anrua 

DallX 

CoMBBip 
Hon  pet 

»„„,„.. 

imi. 

IMl. 

C«l.uo.p. 

AblD|(Dauidaack- 

^r.;,,:   :   ; 

Bevorly,   . 

Umisu   (C'DcbltDMe 

Bo.IOD,  Sonioi'riliti 
CfaclHH  uid  Kfoi- 

,;sr- "■"•': 

Brld|;»>*>ltr  and 
llMiUitdKCWBicr, 

uf^Kifn"',    :    : 

CmubrldKI.       . 
ljl..ve"''Md    Mid: 

dltlUO,    . 

ISi..'  ■ 

U.rdn«r.  .       .       . 

o.mi 

L!:,13T 

^'.■M 

IB 

»3,(»00 
ITJ.UtlU 

3T,BS7.«» 

B.»55.l>«) 

•iov.gw 

11)2,000 
9SU.IM) 

Sbi.uiW 

»»;*« 

as 
sts 

to 
m 

w 

38 
fll 
74 

UaD>neld,       .       . 
M.rl>l«li'Ud,    . 

Mkldlrborouih,     . 

s'u"t,  "■. '  !    ; 

Niwbuiyiun, 

tiv.  Allicbtinugb,'. 
Norwood,        .       . 

■A^^  "and    Vrio. 

llirup.  .        .       . 

I4iil.^ii 

1  BluruD.   . 

■r.^MDiuu.'"     ; 

■  Wiilibum, 

WubUTD,'          '. 

a,ui 

t^ 

M.Wl 

S.SOO 
3.S« 

B,4J« 
a.430 

a,;i; 
4lsia 

IJ.Mll 

lii^O'io 

3»4;WW 

.  JIT.OUO 
4,I4«,<H)0 
4:a;ouo 
l.(W7.(IU0 

li8|0(W 

n4.oou 
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l.O'J-J.Ol).. 
lUBiiWO 
M3,0IW 
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40 
49 

i 

M 

97 

M 
U 

27 

i,y"VBds.i.i;«.. : 

JS,812 

a,i3o,«ui 

>  Tbe  populallon  (Irei 
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Rainfall. 

The  raiDfall  for  the  whole  year  1891  was  somewhat  above  the 
average,  but  it  was  very  unevenly  distributed.  In  the  first  three 
months  it  was  excessive,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  was 
below  the  normal.  During  these  drier  months  the  deficiency  in 
rainfall  produced  a  drought,  which,  though  not  as  severe  as  droughts 
which  have  occurred  in  previous  years,  was  long-continued,  and  in 
many  cases  caused  a  heavy  draught  upon  ponds  and  reservoirs  used 
as  sources  of  water  supply,  thereby  reducing  their  level  to  a  lower 
point  than  for  several  years. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  *  in  Massachusetts,  as  deduced  from 
long-continued  observations  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  is  45.22 
inches.  In  the  following  table  is  given,  in  inches,  the  normal  rain- 
fall for  each  month  in  the  year,  the  rainfall  for  each  month  in 
1891,  and  the  departures  from  the  normal,  f 


Normal 
Kainfall. 

Inches. 

Kainfall 
1891. 

Inches. 

Excess  or 

Dcflciencj. 

Inches. 

1 

1 

1 

Normal 
Hainfail. 

Inches. 

Rainfall 
1891. 

Inches. 

Excess  or 
Defldencj. 

Inches. 

1S91. 

January, 

4.01 

7.85 

+3.34 

!              1891. 

July,     . 

3.93 

4.02 

-H>.00 

February, 

3.67 

5.02 

-1-1.35 

,  August, 

4.32 

3.66 

—0.66 

March,  . 

4.10 

4.63 

H-0.53 

,  September, . 

3.40 

2.28 

—1.12 

April,     . 

8.40 

2.02 

—0.48 

1  October, 

3.06 

4.63 

+0.67 

May,      .       .        . 

3.56 

2.08 

—1.48 

,  November,  . 

3.98 

2.74 

—1.24 

June, 

3.30 

3.55 

-}-0.25 

1 

1  December,   . 

1 

8.59 

4.02 

-H).« 

*  Including  melted  snow. 

t  This  and  subsequent  tables  of  rainfall  have  been  prepared  from  the  records  of  the  I^ew  England 
Meteorological  Society. 


To  enable  the  condition  preceding  the  collection  of  samples  of 
water  in  any  part  of  the  State  to  be  understood,  the  following  tables 
are  presented,  which  give  the  daily  rainfall  in  inches  at  nine  stations 
scattered  about  the  State  :  — 
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^aily  Rainfall  at  Nine  Placet  in  Massachutella,  Qeographically  selected. 
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Dailn  Bain/all  at  Nine  PIocm  in  Maa^aehvteUt,  Geographiealli/  KlecUd 

—  ContiDued. 
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—  ContiDuvd. 


M-, 

,  iMi. 

'"- 

IMI. 

.si. 

1 

1 

t 

ii 

1 

1 

1 

l).r 

1 

jli 

1 

1 

i 
1 

1 

1,  .    . 
*. .    . 
«.  ■     ■ 
1.  ■    ■ 

a,  .     . 

T,  .      . 
1,  .     . 

9,    .       . 
10.    .         . 

II, .    . 

u.   .       - 
18,    .       . 
14.    .        . 
U,    .       . 
18.    .         . 
IT,   .        . 
18,    .       - 
U,   .       . 
10.    .       . 

n,  .     . 
».  ■      ■ 

m  .    . 
M.  .     . 

v.  .      . 

SB,    .         . 

n,  .     . 

=;; 

n,  .     . 

- 

).SS 
9.10 

1.03 
).U 

D.ll 

O.W 
Q.DS 

a.M 
i.«a 

a.n 

0,11 

t.n 

- 

i.« 
D.oe 

o.ia 

- 

- 

O.IT 
1.87 

3M 
0.8- 

0.11 
O.M 

o.n 

I 

- 
- 

K.OI 

- 
1.70 
J.IO 
D.06 

0.0(1 

O.OJ 

«.<n 

OJM 

:: 

O.BS 

1..    . 

a..     . 

I,,.     . 

«..     ■ 

8,.       . 
»,.       . 
10..         . 

11..       . 
111..       ■ 
la..     . 

»,.      . 

IB..       . 

1§..    . 

M..       . 
W.  .       . 
33,.       . 
88..       . 
U.  .       . 
M..       . 
M..       . 

18..       . 
»..        . 

SO,.       . 

l.lfl 

0.08 
0.10 

:■;: 

0.08 
O.M 

0.13 
1.1- 

0.01 

■ 

D.M 

i.a 

0.O1 

O.JS 

- 
ii.oa 

D.tt 

o.« 

; 

l.U 

i.n 

- 
o.os 

l.» 

0.43 

).W 

l.Ot 

0.08 
U.01 

0.02 

7m 

0.09 

2 

O.U 

TOTIU, 

I.U 

-'■" 

" 

s.w 

«.4S1.« 

1.S8 

1^ 

T^.L.. 

O.K. 

4.B3 

..« 

..87 

4.04 

8.30 

'•» 

..« 

*  PnclplUtlOD  Indaded  la  Uuit  ot  tollowlDg  dty. 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pob.  Doc. 


y  Rainfall  ai  Nine  Plaeet  in  MastaehtueOt,  QtographicaUy  utecltd 
— Continaed. 
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Flow  of  Streams. 

The  total  flow  of  the  streams  iD  1891  was  in  excess  of  the  normal 
yearly  flow,  but  the  seasonal  distribution  was  very  uneven,  being 
excessive  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  and  less  than  the  nor- 
mal in  all  of  the  other  months.  This  is  shown  by  the  following 
table,  in  which  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  flow  of  the  Sud- 
bury Eiver  during  each  month  in  1891  and  the  normal  flow  of  the 
same  river  for  each  month,  as  deduced  from  thirteen  years*  observa- 
tions, from  1879  to  1891  inclusive  :  — 

Table  showing  the  Average  Monthly  Flow  of  Sudbury  Bivcr  for  the  Year  1891 
in  Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Mile  of  Drainage  Area,  also  Departures 
from  the  Normal  Flow, 
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The  next  table  shows  the  weekly  fluctuations  during  1891  in  the 
flow  of  two  streams,  namely,  the  Sudbury  and  the  Merrimack.  The 
flow  of  these  streams,  particularly  the  Sudbury,  will  serve  to  indicate 
the  condition  of  other  streams  in  eastern  Massachusetts  :  — 
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Table  showing  the  Average  Weekty  Flow  of  the  Sudbury  atid  Merrimack  Rivers,  in 
Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  MUe  of  Drainage  Area,  for  the  Tear  1891. 
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Occasional  measurements  of  the  flow  of  other  streams  have  been 
made,  and  the  results  may  be  found  on  previous  pages,  as  follows : 
Blackstone  River,  page  277 ;  North  Branch  of  Nashua  River,  pages 
307  and  308  ;  South  Branch  of  Nashua  River,  page  309  ;  Neponset 
River,  page  822. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  SPKING  WATERS. 


There  is  a  large  quantity  of  spring  water  sold  throughout  the 
State,  particularly  in  cities  and  towns  where  the  regular  water  sup- 
ply is  thought  to  be  unsatisfactory,  or  where  the  water,  as  is  not 
infrequently  the  case  with  surface-water  supplies  in  the  summer 
time,  has  an  unpleasant  taste  and  odor. 

A  considerable  number  of  these  spring  waters  were  collected  for 
examination  during  the  summer  of  1891,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
careful  inspection  of  the  surroundings  of  the  springs  was  made,  to 
discover  possible  sources  of  pollution.  Not  only  is  there  a  large 
sale  of  spring  waters  as  such,  but  there  is  also  a  large  amount  con- 
sumed in  bottled  form,  as  soda  water  and  other  effervescing  drinks. 

As  the  result  of  this  investigation,  it  was  found  that  some  of  the 
springs  were  situated  in  regions  nearly  or  quite  free  from  population, 
where  the  land  was  not  under  cultivation,  and  the  chemical  examina- 
tions of  these  waters  showed  them  to  be  of  the  highest  purity. 
Other  springs  were  situated  in  populous  districts,  or  had  near  them 
direct  sources  of  pollution,  and  the  water  gave  evidence,  on  chemi- 
cal analysis,  that  it  had,  in  its  course,  received  a  large  amount  of 
drainage  from  sinks,  cesspools,  privies  or  stables.  In  most  of  the 
springs  of  this  character  which  were  examined  the  water  showed, 
however,  a  high  degree  of  purification  by  filtration  through  the 
ground. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
given  below.  In  accordance  with  the  system  of  classifying  waters 
adopted  in  the  Report  on  the  Water  Supplies  of  the  State  (see 
Special  Report  on  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  pages 
679  to  71(5),  these  spring  waters  have  been  divided  into  three  groups, 
based  on  their  chlorine  contents. 

The  first  group  includes  the  normal  waters  and  those  in  which  the 
chlorine  is  not  over  0.20  parts  per  100,000  in  excess  of  the  normal ; 
the  second,  those  in  which  the  excess  of  the  chlorine  is  from  0.21  to 
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0.60  parts ;  the  third  group,  those  in  which  the  excess  of  chlorine  is 
over  0.60  parts.  The  first  group  contains  the  springs  deriving 
their  supply  from  water-sheds  with  little  or  no  population  ;  the  second 
group,  those  in  a  moderately  populated  area ;  and  the  third  includes 
the  springs  which  are  located  in  regions  with  considerable  popula- 
tion. 

Normal  waters  have  been  defined  to  be  those  which  have  not 
received  any  waste  products  of  human  life.  They  are  as  a  rule  con- 
fined to  the  water-sheds  without  population.  Any  excess  of  chlorine 
above  the  normal  of  the  region  in  which  the  water  is  found  is  a 
measure  of  the  amount  of  waste  products,  human  and  animal,  that 
the  water  has  taken  up.  But  the  evidence  of  contamination  based 
on  the  chlorine  alone  does  not  tell  us  whether  the  source  of  pollu- 
tion is  near  by  or  remote.  This  information  is  obtained  from  the 
determination  of  the  nitrogen,  which  in  freshly  polluted  water  is 
present  in  the  form  of  organic  matter  (albuminoid  ammonia)  and 
free  ammonia,  while  in  water  which  has  percolated  under  favorable 
conditions  through  porous  ground  the  nitrogen  is  all  oxidized  and 
appears  in  the  form  of  nitrates. 

In  interpreting  the  analyses  of  the  waters  in  the  following  classi- 
fication, it  is  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  degree  of  puri- 
fication which  has  taken  place  in  those  waters  which  are  shown  by 
their  chlorine  contents  to  have  been  at  some  time  more  or  less  con- 
taminated. It  is  easily  possible  for  a  spring  water  which  has  some- 
where in  its  course  received  a  large  amount  of  polluted  drainage  to 
be  organically  much  purer  than  another  in  which  the  amount  of  con- 
tamination has  been  much  less.  The  purifying  power  of  porous 
ground,  in  which  organic  matter  is  exposed  to  bacterial  action  with 
access  of  air,  is  sufiiciently  great,  under  favorable  conditions,  to  con- 
vert completely  organic  into  mineral  matter,  as  far  as  chemical  analy- 
sis can  indicate.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  analyses  that 
some  of  the  waters  which  have  received  a  large  amount  of  pollution, 
and  which  may  be  8aid  to  be  to  a  considerable  extent  filtered  sewage, 
have  less  organic  matter  remaining  in  them,  as  shown  by  the  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  than  others  in  which  the  degree  of  contamination 
was  originally  much  less. 

In  the  process  of  filtration  through  porous  ground,  whereby  or- 
ganic matter  in  water  is  oxidized,  there  njay  also  be  eflected  a 
purificatifm  as  regards  disease  germs.  This  latter  and  most  im|K>r- 
tant  purification  may  be  due  to  the  removal  of  the  geims  by  the 
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mecbaaical  straining  of  the  water  at  an  extremely  slow  rale  through 
the  ground,  or  to  the  death  of  the  germs,  owing  to  unfavorable  con- 
ditions for  their  life  in  the  tiltering  process.  While  we  cannot  alwaj's 
know  in  any  particular  case  which  of  these  processes  may  have  been 
the  principal  factor  in  the  purification  of  the  water,  we  know  that  the 
conditions  of  perfect  mechanical  filtration  (whereby  all  suspended 
matters  arc  removed  from  the  water),  and  the  conditions  of  perfect 
chemical  purification,  aie  those  also  most  favorable  for  the  complete 
removal  of  bacteria. 

Althou«jh  water  badly  contaminated  with  sewage  or  the  wastes  of 
human  life  may  be  purified  by  thorough  filtration  so  as  to  bo  free 
from  organic  matter  and  from  bacteria,  yet  in  cases  of  ground  waters 
of  this  origin  and  character  we  seldom  feel  complete  security  that  the 
conditions  of  perfect  filtration  will  always  exist.  A  long-continued 
rainfall,  for  instance,  may  result  in  niore  rapid  filtration  and  con- 
sequently less  perfect  purification  ;  or  the  creation  of  new  sources  of 
contamination,  nearer  the  spring,  may  result  in  its  dangerous  pol- 
lution. 

It  is  for  such  reasons  that  a  certain  suspicion  alwaj^s  attaches  to 
ground  waters  which  have  at  any  lime  in  their  history  been  seriously 
polluted.  The  use  of  ground  waters,  whether  springs  or  wells,  in 
built-up  communities,  should  therefore  he  avoided,  for  we  have  no 
control  over  the  conditions  of  filtration,  and  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing (except  by  constant  vigilance  in  the  examination  of  the  water) 
when  a  water  hitherto  well  purified  may  become  injuriously  impure. 
The  danger  from  the  use  of  ground  waters  in  populous  regions 
increases  with  the  increase  of  population,  and  with  the  nearness  of 
the  sources  of  pollution  to  the  spring  or  well. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  determine  the  species  of  bacteria  in  these 
spring  waters,  and  the  numbers  of  bacteria  given  in  the  tables  are 
not,  therefore,  to  be  interpreted  as  expressing  in  any  sense  the 
relative  fitness  of  the  waters  for  drinking.  In  open  wells,  for 
instance,  we  may  often  find  a  large  number  of  harmless  bacteria 
which  have  come  from  the  air  or  from  dust,  and  which  would  not  be 
found  in  the  water  if  better  protected.  A  favorable  construction  is, 
of  course,  to  be  put  on  the  low  numbers  of  bacteria,  since  they  show 
that  few  bacteria  of  any  kind  are  present,  and  that  the  conditions 
under  which  the  water  is  filtered  in  the  ground  are  favorable  to  its 
purification. 
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Normal  Spring  Waters,  attd  Ihoie  in  which  the  Chlorine  is  not  more  than  0.20 
ParUper  100,000  in  Excess  of  the  Normal. 
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Description  op  the  Spkings  and  their  Suiiuouxdinos. 

Arlinf/Coiiy  Bobbins  Sprint/.  —  About  two  thousand  feet  south 
from  the  corner  of  Brattle  and  Main  streets.  Stoned  and  cemented 
reservoir,  five  feet  wide  and  six  feet  deep,  covered  hy  u  sruall  house. 
The  water,  which  enters  from  below,  from  ledge,  is  three  feet  deep  and 
a  little  lower  than  the  surrounding  ground;  it  is  suid  to  overflow  all 
the  year  round.  Surface  water  is  excluded.  The  spring  is  at  the 
eastern  base  of  it  rocky  hill  covered  with  wild  shrubs  and  trees.  No 
pasture  within  four  hundred  and  litty  lect  above.  The  natural  drain- 
age is  east,  towards  Main  Street.  No  buildings  on  drainage  area. 
The  grounds  about  the  spring  are  resorted  to  considerably  on  hulidayd. 
AVater  ia  sold  in  Boston,  Somcrville,  Arlington  and  Cambridge. 

Jitlmonl,  Belmont  Natural  Mineral  Sprimj.  — This  spring  is  in  a 
valley  in  a  large  grassed  farm,  with  considerable  underlying  rock, 
covered  by  loam,  about  half  a  mile  from  Lexington,  on  J.  II.  Cot- 
ton's estate,  and  about  twelve  hundred  feet  east  of  his  Winter  Street 
buildings.  The  water  rises  nearly  to  the  surface  of  the  ground  into 
a  reservoir  four  feet  wide  and  two  and  a  half  feet  deep,  hewn  in  solid 
rock,  and  covered  by  a  stone  arch,  t^urface  water  is  excluded. 
Drainage  from  north  and  west  chiefly.  No  dwelling-houses  on 
drainage  area  except  possiblythe  Cotton  buildings,  five  hundred  feet 
west,  considerably  higher  than  the  springs ;  tnanure  heaps  under 
bam  one  hundred  feet  farther.  I3ut  all  the  drainage  from  these 
buildings  would  probai)ly  flow  south,  away  from  the  spring.  No 
top-dressing  on  farm  nearer  than   three  hundi;ed  feet,  and  this  is  on 
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the  east  side,  where  the  drainage  is  probably  away  from  the  spring. 
Market  garden,  with  exposed  manure  heaps,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  north  of  spring,  which  also  probably  drains  away  from  the 
sprinor.  A  few  flower  beds  around  the  spring  and  a  little  higher, 
the  nearest  being  forty-five  feet,  on  which  a  little  barnyard  manure 
is  used.  Pasture  five  hundred  feet  north  of  spring  on  drainage  area. 
Water  is  sold  in  Boston,  Waltham,  Newton,  Lexington,  etc. 

Boston^  Allandale  Mineral  Sj)ring.  —  On  AUandale  Street  several 
hundred  feet  south  from  Centre  Street,  Jamaica  Plain.  The  water 
rises  to  within  two  feet  of  the  surface,  in  a  reservoir  seven  and  a 
quarter  feet  in  diameter  and  four  and  a  half  feet  deep,  with  stoned 
and  cemented  sides  and  rock  bottom.  The  reservoir  is  in  a  small 
house  ;  surface  water  excluded  ;  iron  pipe  ;  considerable  overflow  at 
time  of  collection.  The  formation  around  the  spring  is  mainly  gravel 
and  conglomerate.  The  general  direction  of  the  ground  water  flow 
is  south.  The  land  north  of  the  spring  is  covered  with  wild  shrubs 
and  trees  to  a  distance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  beyond  are 
partly  grassed  fields  and  pasture  land.  No  buildings  on  the  drainage 
area  within  one  thousand  feet.  There  is  a  privy  a  few  hundred  feet 
south,  and  a  little  higher  than  the  spring,  but  there  is  a  dry  run  be- 
tween, a  little  lower  than  the  spring,  which  would  probably  lead  away 
any  drainage.  The  grounds  around  the  spring  are  sometimes  used  for 
picnics.     The  water  is  sold  in  Boston,  Jamaica  Plain,  Brookline,  etc. 

Framiivjliam^  J^obscot  Mountain  Sjn'infj,  —  Large  spring  at  base 
of  ledge  east  side  of  Nobscot  Mountain.  Cemented  reservoir,  five 
feet  by  nine  feet  and  five  feet  deep ;  covered  by  small  house  ;  water 
flows  by  gravity  through  block-tin  pipe  to  filling  station  fifty  feet 
below.  Water-shed  heavily  wooded  except  directly  above  spring, 
where  two  or  three  acres  have  been  cleared  ;  no  houses  on  water- 
shed ;  used  for  pasturage  to  a  limited  extent.  Water  sold  in 
Framingham  and  Boston. 

Ilolbrook,  While  Rock  Spring.  —  About  half  a  mile  from  Plymouth 
Street,  a  mile  from  Holbrook  Centre.  Stoned  reservoir,  two  feet 
in  diameter,  three  feet  deep,  one  and  one-half  feet  depth  of  water- 
Surface  water  not  excluded  ;  no  cover ;  no  pump.  Said  to  become 
dry  at  times.  Flow  of  water  from  south-west ;  no  houses  in  that 
direction  for  a  mile  or  more.  Drainage  area  covered  by  wild  growth  ; 
no  pasture  land.     Water  sold  in  Holbrook. 

Lawrence,  Cold  JSprinff.  —  An  open  spring  in  sandy  soil ;  no 
houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  none  on  the  slope  back  of  the 
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spring.     A  sniall  brook  runs  between  the  spring  and  the  houses  in 
Lawrence. 

LoxvelU  Sheeprock  Spring.  —  This  is  an  artesian  well  near  the  top 
of  a  wooded  ridge,  about  eighty  feet  deep  through  black  granite 
ledge.     All  the  water  is  pumped. 

Medford^  FuUon  Natural  Spring.  —  About  seventeen  hundred  feet 
north-east  from  corner  of  Valley  and  Paris  streets,  Medford,  in  Mid- 
dlesex Fells.     A  bricked  and  cemcated  reservoir,  six  feet  deep  and 
four  feet  in  diameter,  in  a  sniall  house.     Water  rises  from  rock  at 
the  bottom  to  within  two  feet  of  the  surface  and  overflows;  said 
to  overflow  all  the  year  round.     Drainage  is  toward  the  south-west. 
The  spring  lies  at  the  base  of  a  rocky  hill  covered  mainly  with  wild, 
shrubs  and  trees.     There  are  probably  no  buildings  on  the  drainage* 
area.     Several  houses  a  few  hundred  feet  north-west  drain  appar- 
ently away  from  the  spring.     No  cultivated  land  on  the  drainage 
area  except  a  well-manured  field  of  about  an  acre  three  hundred, 
and  seventy-flve  feet  north  of  the  spring.     Underground  drainage 
from  this  may  reach  the  spring,  but  probably  most  of  it  is  carried 
away  by  a  small  brook.     No  pasture  land  above  the  spring.     Water 
sold  in  Medford  only. 

Medford^  Middlesex  Mountain  Spring.  —  In  Middlesex  Fells,  on 
the  hill,  a  few  hundred  feet  north  of  Valley  Street  qnarry.  The 
water  collects  in  a  gravel  basin  about  twelve  by  fifteen  feet  and  six: 
feet  deep,  under  a  large  spring  house  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  ledge. 
Most  of  the  land  above  the  spring  is  wild  and  uncultivated  until  the 
farmhouse,  No.  15  Earl  Avenue,  is  reached,  two  hundred  feet, 
above.  Its  surface  drainage  could  not  reach  the  spring.  The  privy 
is  two  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  from  the  spring  ;  its  vault  rests  on 
a  rock,  and  has  earth  sides ;  no  exposure  of  contents.  There  are 
no  other  houses  in  the  vicinity.  The  houses  west  of  the  spring 
are  on  the  other  side  of  the  hill. 

Methuen,  Otis  Spring.  —  Merely  a  hole  dug  in  rocky  soil  two  or 
three  feet  deep,  in  a  wooded  region.  Surface  water  not  excluded. 
No  houses  within  half  a  mile.     Water  sold  in  Lawrence. 

Milton  J  Blue  Hill  Silver  Spring.  —  Eighty-five  feet  north  from 
Blue  Hill  Street,  about  half  a  mile  east  from  Canton  Avenue,  at  the 
Bouthern  base  of  a  high,  rooky  hill,  covered  with  wild  shrubs  and 
trees.  A  stoned  and  cemented  reservoir,  three  and  one-half  feet  in 
diameter  and  five  feet  deep ;  water  stands  two  and  one-half  feet  in 
well  and  about  one  and  one-half  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
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Overflowing  when  collected.  Plank  cover ;  surface  water  excluded. 
Portable  copper  pump  with  iron  pipe  used  for  getting  water  for  sale. 
Sold  in  Boston  and  Milton. 

West  Lynn^  Echo  Grove  Mineral  Spring.  —  A  few  hundred  feet 
south-west  of  house  of  John  Kaddin,  near  comer  of  Bell  Avenue  and 
Ashland  Street,  West  Lynn.  Well  about  thirty-two  feet  deep,  the 
lower  twenty-two  feet  in  solid  rock  ;  about  ten  feet  wide  at  bottom, 
upper  ten  feet  smaller  diameter.  Stoned  and  cemented  ;  stones  rest 
on  iron  rails  ten  feet  from  top.  Water  is  ordinarily  about  sixteen 
feet  deep,  and  touches  the  rails  very  seldom ;  it  is  never  dry. 
Covered  by  small  house,  surface  water  excluded.  Drainage  is 
towards  the  south-west.  The  well  is  on  a  rocky  hillside  covered 
with  grass  and  a  few  trees ;  used  part  of  the  time  as  pasture.  Only 
houses  on  drainage  area  are  a  few  picnic  buildings.  The  privy  is 
eighty-tive  feet  south-east  from  spring,  and  higher ;  contents  rest  on 
ground,  and  are  almost  completely  protected  from  rain.  Water 
sold  in  Lynn. 

Chelsea  J  Ml  Washington  Spring. — In  grassed  valley,  between 
Cook  and  Washington  avenues,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
from  corner  of  Fenno  Street  and  Washington  Avenue.  Bricked 
reservoir,  eight  feet  in  diameter  and  six  feet  deep ;  water  rises 
nearly  or  quite  to  the  level  of  the  ground.  A  slight  ascent  to  the 
nearest  privy,  which  is  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  away,  near 
the  corner  of  Cook  and  Washington  avenues.  Its  vault  is  cemented 
all  around.  Sink-drain  cesspool  near  by,  but  no  water-closet  cess- 
pool anywhere  in  the  vicinity.  Several  vaults  within  a  few  hundred 
feet  more  on  Cook  Avenue,  also  several  vaults  and  sink  cesspools  on 
Washington  Avenue,  but  not  nearer  than  three  hundred  feet.  They 
are  higher  than  the  spring,  but  a  ditch  one  and  one-half  feet  deep 
is  between  them.  Lime  sludge  from  soda-water  factory  is  dumped 
forty-five  feet  from  the  spring  but  probably  cannot  afiect  it. 

Stonehaniy  Cedar  Park  Mineral  Spring  or  Vishnu  Mineral 
Spring,  —  About  three  hundred  feet  south-west  from  Chapman's 
Mineral  Spring,  several  hundred  feet  north  from  A.  Alden's  house 
on  Spring  Street.  Cemented  curb  two  and  one-half  feet  in  diameter 
and  six  feet  deep,  in  house.  Water  enters  through  sand  at  the 
bottom,  and  rises  nearly  or  quite  to  the  level  of  the  ground ;  said  to 
overflow  all  the  year  round ;  surface  water  excluded.  The  well 
is  in  a  marshy,  grassed  meadow,  containing  many  ditches  ;  one  ditch 
is  within  fifteen  feet  of  the  well  on  the  side  farthest  from  the  ridge 
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OD  the  south  and  west,  whence  comes  the  ground  water.  Nearest 
pasture  land  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  above.  Nearest 
considerable  sources  of  contamination  are  the  houses  and  stables  on 
Spring  Street,  from  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred  feet  away. 
Water  sold  in  Boston,  Melrose,  Stoneham,  Wakefield,  etc. 

Lowellj  Ml,  Pleasant  Spring.  —  A  few  hundred  feet  south-east 
from  the  corner  of  Stedman  and  Westford  streets.  Stoned  and 
cemented  reservoir,  nine  and  one-half  feet  deep ;  depth  of  water 
three  and  one-half  feet;  covered  by  small  house;  surface  water  ex- 
cluded ;  no  pump ;  said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round.  At  the 
northerly  base  of  a  high,  sandy  hill,  covered  by  pines  for  a  few 
hundred  feet ;  beyond  the  pines  is  wild  shrubbery.  No  pasture  land 
near.     Water  sold  in  Lowell. 

Brockton^  Indian  Spring.  —  About  half  a  mile  north  from  corner 
of  Quincy  and  Ashland  streets ;  open,  stoned  reservoir,  three  by 
five  feet,  and  three  feet  deep ;  depth  of  water  two  feet,  rises  nearly 
to  level  of  the  ground.  No  covering ;  surface  water  partly  excluded  ; 
considerable  overflow  at  the  time  of  collection.  Ground  water  flows 
from  east  and  south.  Considerable  amount  of  leather  chips  and  a 
little  manure  on  the  road  leading  to  the  spring  from  the  east,  but 
most  or  all  of  the  surface  flow  from  the  road  is  carried  beyond  the 
spring.  No  buildings  on  the  drainage  area,  which  is  covered  by 
wild  shrubs  and  trees.  No  pasture  land  near  the  spring.  Water 
sold  in  Brockton. 

West  Lynn,  Electric  Spring.  —  At  southerly  corner  of  Cliflf  and 
Linwood  streets.  Bricked  well,  four  feet  diameter  at  bottom,  taper- 
ing to  top ;  thirteen  feet  deep ;  water  rises  nearly  to  level  of  the 
ground ;  overflows  all  the  year  round.  Covered  by  house  ;  surface 
water  excluded.  In  clay  and  hard  blue  gravel,  at  westerly  base  of  a 
rocky  hill  covered  with  shrubbery.  Drainage  is  from  north-west  and 
west.  Nearest  privy  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north-west,  on 
side  hill,  much  above  the  spring;  a  shallow  vault  dug  in  the  earth ; 
contents  are  slightly  exposed.  A  small  garden  below  the  privy, 
eighty  feet  west  from  the  well.  A  stable  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
north  from  the  well,  on  higher  ground  ;  considerable  manure  scat- 
tered out  doors,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  from  the  well.  But 
most  of  the  spring  water  comes  from  the  main  hill,  farther  west. 
The  above  are  probably  the  only  buildings  on  the  drainage  area. 
Water  sold  in  Lynn  only,  mainly  in  summer. 
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West  Springfield^  MdssasoU  Spring.  —  Oq  the  Bear  Hole  Farm, 
in  mountainous  region  between  Westfield  and  West  Springfield,  one 
or  two  miles  north  from  the  Westfield  River.  Flows  from  westerly 
base  of  a  sandy  hill,  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,  into  a  stoned  reservoir, 
six  feet  deep,  having  one  hundred  square  feet  of  surf  ice;  covered  by 
house.  Drainage  area  largely  grassed,  not  ploughed,  top-dressed  or 
planted  at  present.  Probably  no  buildings  on  drainage  area. 
Grounds  west  of  spring  largely  used  for  picnics.  Water  sold  in 
Springfield. 

Stoughton^  Crystal  Spring,  —  Several  hundred  feet  easterly  from 
West  Stoughton  station  tm  the  Old  Colony  Kailroad,  near  Canton 
Street,  on  Chas.  Porter's  farm.  Spring  boils  up  at  the  bottom  of  a 
small  reservoir,  consisting  of  a  brick  tile  pipe  two  and  one-half  feet 
in  diameter  and  two  and  one-half  feet  deep.  No  coveringj  surface 
water  not  excluded  ;  no  pump ;  said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round. 
In  gra'ised  meadow  ;  drainage  from  north-west  and  north-east.  Soil 
about  the  spring  black  and  peaty  near  the  surface ;  low,  gravelly 
hills  about.  Large  gardens  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  north  ;  large 
hen  yards  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north-east  and  three  hundred 
feet  east  Earth-bottomed  barn  cellar,  containing  manure,  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  east;  no  out-door  manure  heap.  No  houses  on 
drainage  area  nearer  than  this  barn,  and  but  few  beyond.  Water 
sold  in  Stoughton. 

Wliitman^  Goulding's  Spring.  —  About  six  hundred  to  eight  hun- 
dred feet  south-west  from  corner  of  High  and  Temple  streets. 
Cemented  curb,  two  and  one-half  feet  in  diameter,  four  and  one- 
half  feet  deep ;  depth  of  water,  three  feet ;  covered  by  small  house ; 
surface  water  exclu«led  ;  block  tin  pipe.  Said  to  overflow  all  the 
year  round.  General  direction  of  ground  flow  is  easterly.  Drain- 
age area  mainly  covered  by  a  wild  growth ;  soil  gravelly  below, 
peaty  above.  Privy  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  north-east, 
and  several  others  within  a  few  hundred  feet  more  in  same  direction. 
It  is  not  certain  that  the  drainage  from  these  would  reach  the  spring. 
Very  little  direct  sale  of  the  water,  which  is  mainly  sold  bottled. 

Brockton^  Brockton  Mineral  Spring.  —  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
north  north-east  from  the  corner  of  Quincy  and  Ashland  streets. 
Stoned  reservoir,  four  feet  square  and  six  feet  deep ;  three  and  one- 
half  feet  of  water ;  covered  by  house  ;  surface  water  excluded  almost 
entirely  ;  no  pump  ;  said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round.  Part  of  the 
reservoir  wall  is  natural  ledge.     Ground  water  flows  from  the  south- 
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east ;  no  buildings  in  that  direction  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  at  least. 
Drainage  area  covered  by  wild  growth.  A  little  pasture  land  about 
the  spring.     Water  sold  in  Brockton. 

South  Easlony  SimpHons  Spring.  —  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
south-west  from  South  Easton  station  on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 
Cemented  reservoir,  two  feet  in  diameter  and  four  feet  deep.  Water 
enters  at  the  bottom,  and  nearly  fills  the  reservoir;  said  to  overflow 
all  the  year  round ;  covered  by  house ;  surface  water  excluded. 
Spring  is  on  the  northerly  edge  of  a  meadow  in  the  woods ;  ground 
rises  to  the  north  and  east.  Drainage  area  covered  almost  entirely 
by  wild  growth.  No  houses  nor  cultivated  land  nearer  than  a  small 
house  eight  hundred  feet  north  of  spring.  No  other  houses  near. 
A  few  cows  are  pastured  about  the  spring.  Water  sold  in  Brockton, 
Easton,  Briilgewaler,  etc.,  also  bottled  to  a  large  extent. 

West  Afjinffton,  Iliyhland  Sprmy.  —  About  four  hundred  feet 
east  from  house  of  John  Harris,  and  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred 
feet  east  from  Quincy  Street,  near  Brockton  line.  Stoned  reservoir, 
four  feet  in  diameter,  water  one  and  one-half  feet  deep,  nearly  at 
level  of  the  ground  ;  said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round.  Planked 
over;  surface  water  not  completely  excluded.  Gravelly  soil;  ground 
water  flows  from  west  or  south-west.  One  house,  with  privy,  farm 
buildings  and  hen  houses,  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet  west  south-' 
west  from  spring,  but  the  ground  drainage  from  these  flows  probably 
north-west  from  spring ;  the  surface  flow  could  not  reach  the  spring. 
No  other  buildings  on  or  near  the  drainage  area.  The  fields  on  the 
drainage  area  are  grassed  ;  no  pasture  land.  Water  sold  in  Brockton 
and  Campello. 

Allnton,  Harvard  Crystal  Spring/.  —  About  two  hundred  feet 
north  from  Commonwealth  Avenue  and  five  hundred  feet  west  from 
Harvard  Avenue.  Stoned  and  cemented  well,  five  feet  in  diameter 
and  twelve  feet  deep  ;  depth  of  water  six  feet ;  said  to  overflow  all  the 
year  round.  Planked  over,  and  covered  by  a  sm.ill  house ;  surface 
water  excluded  Soil  pravelly  ;  ground  water  flows  from  south-west. 
Full  privy  vault,  bricked  and  poorly  cemented,  one  hundred  and 
five  feet  west,  but  its  drainage  is  pr()l)ably  away  from  the  well. 
Another  privy  vault  three  hundred  and  thirty  feet  south-west  from 
spring;  several  others  beyond.  The  fields  south  and  west  from  the 
spring  are  gravelly  and  partly  gra-s-covered.  Water  sold  in  Boston, 
Brighton,  Allston,  etc. 
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Brlfjhtf,f\,  UrtdijM  Spring.  —  About  three  haodred  and  fifty  feet 
iKirtb  from  Appletoo  Road  and  six  bandred  feet  west  from  Lake 
•Street.  .Stone^l  and  cemented  reservoir,  with  pluik  top  about  eight 
by  five  feet ;  water  three  feet  deep,  and  ri'^es  oearlv  or  quite  to  the 
level  of  the  ground ;  surface  water  excluded ;  said  to  overflow  all 
the  year  round.  Hard  gravelly  aoil.  Ground  water  flows  north. 
The  spring  ia  near  the  northerly  base  of  a  grass-covered  hill,  not 
used  a<»  a  pasture.  House,  with  stable,  ben  3'ards,  pig-pen  and  well- 
manured  garden,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  south-west  from 
spring  on  bill  side.  Exposed  privy  vault  three  hundred  feet  south 
Sf>utb-west.  A  few  other  houses  across  Appleton  Road.  Water 
sold  in  Ik>ston. 

MfJhufin^  (Jrynial  Sprin(f.  —  In  gravelly  soil,  bricked  up  to 
exclude  surface  water.  House  and  birn  three  hundred  feet  dis* 
tant,  and  ten  to  fifteen  feet  higher  than  the  spring.  Two  other 
houses  six  hundred  to  nine  hundred  feet  distant. 

Jirrjftklon^  Granite  Rf^:k  Spriny.  —  On  west  slope  of  Carey  Hill. 
Stoned  and  cemented  reservoir,  eight  by  nine  feet  and  five  feet 
deep.  Water  enters  liclow,  through  granite  ledge ;  said  to  over- 
flow all  the  year  round  ;  covered  by  hou^e  ;  surface  water  excluded. 
Gravelly  soil ;  drainage  from  east.  Fields  grassed  or  covered  with 
'wild  gr<»wth.  House  with  vault  and  hen  bouse  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  feet  up  the  slope,  south-east.  Other  bouses,  with  barn 
and  manure  heap,  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  feet  distant,  towards 
the  cast.     Water  sold  in  Brockton  and  Campello. 

Loii-eH,  llijfjftia  Spriufj,  —  In  gravelly  soil,  near  foot  of  wooded 
ridge.  There  is  some  cultivated  ground  within  four  hundred  to 
five  hundred  feet,  but  the  slope  is  not  toward  the  spring.  No 
houses  in  tlie  vicinity. 

Ni/riiifjfudd,  //tr/frsrjll  Grove  Sprinff.  —  Flows  from  east  end  of  a 
shallow  run  one  iiuiidred  feet  south  from  Dartmouth  Terrace,  several 
hundred  feet  west  from  St.  James  Avenue.  Water  is  said  to  collect  in 
a  small  r<;.servoir  concealed  in  the  side  of  the  hill.  Overflows  through 
iron  pipe.  Drainage  area  is  grassed  to  the  streets,  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  on  north,  east  and  south  sides.  Sewer  in 
Dartmouth  Terrace,  about  one  hundred  feet  north.  Barn  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  south-east.  General  direction  of  drainage  is 
west.  It  is  said  there  are  no  cesspools  near.  Sold  largely  in 
Springfield. 
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Methueriy  Bxirnham  Spring.  —  Just  over  the  Lawrence  line. 
House  and  stable  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  feet  away,  and 
higher.  Other  houses  one  thousand  feet  away,  and  higher,  on  the 
other  side  of  a  sand  ridge.  Land  partly  under  cultivation  and  partly 
in  grass.     Water  sold  in  Lawrence. 

Lawrence^  Stevens  S2)ring.  —  On  northerly  side  of  Wendell  Street ; 
is  dug  out  through  the  black  soil  of  the  meadow  to  sand,  and  sheet 
piling  put  in  around  it.  The  spring  is  in  a  low  vacant  lot,  with  no 
houses  within  eighty  or  one  hundred  feet ;  but  the  land  outside  of 
the  lot  is  thickly  built  up  in  all  directions.  One  house,  one  hundred 
feet  distant,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  one  house,  one 
hundred  feet  distant,  on  the  same  side.  The  street  is  four  or  five 
feet  higher  than  the  spring.  Houses  on  Archer  Street,  two  hundred 
feet  northerly,  are  a  little  lower  than  the  spring.  Cemeteries  on  the 
hill  to  the  west,  over  six  hundred  feet  away. 

Dracuty  Thiasehia  Mineral  Spring.  — About  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
north  from  the  corner  of  Hildreth  and  Pleasant  streets.  Stoned 
reservoir,  four  feet  in  diameter  and  ten  feet  deep ;  depth  of  water 
five  feet,  which  comes  up  through  sandy  bottom ;  said  to  overflow 
all  the  year  round  ;  covered  by  small  house ;  surface  water  excluded. 
Ground  water  flows  south-west.  The  spring  is  in  a  grassed  field ;  no 
top-dressing  used  for  several  years.  One  cow  is  pastured  in  the 
field.  A  cluster  of  six  or  eight  houses,  four  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred feet  away,  and  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  higher.  Water  sold 
in  Lowell. 

Lawrence^  Knoides  Crystal  {Diamond)  Spring.  —  In  a  sandy 
gravel  bank,  stoned  up.  House  and  stable  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  distant,  and  thirty  feet  higher.     Water  sold  in  Lawrence. 

West  Li/nn^  Lovers'  Leap  Spring.  —  Under  sidewalk  of  Lovers' 
Leap  Avenue,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  Forest 
Street.  A  bricked  and  cemented  basin,  six  feet  under  highways  and 
a  few  feet  in  depth.  Water  enters  at  bottom  and  is  carried  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  in  an  iron  pipe  to  bottling  house,  corner  of 
Lovers'  Leap  Avenue  and  Forest  Street.  General  direction  of 
drainage  is  east,  toward  Forest  Street.  Ledges  or  low  hills  on  all 
sides  except  east.  Nearest  privy  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet 
north-east,  stoned  sides,  earth  bottom.  Exposed  manure  heap  one 
hundred  feet  north.  The  hillside  on  the  north  is  occupied  by  farm 
buildings.     Several  more  privies  on  hillside  above,  within  one  thou- 
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sand  feet  of  spring,  north-west  .to  south-west.     Sold  in  Lynn  ;  also 
bottled. 

Sioneham,  Chopmaiis  Crystal  Mineral  Spring.  —  About  five 
hundred  feet  north  from  R.  U.  Chapman's  house  on  Spring  Street. 
A  cemented  well,  two  feet  eight  iuches  wide  and  seven  and  one-half 
feet  deep ;  water  is  three  feet  below  surface  of  the  ground,  and  is 
said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round.  Covered  by  a  small  bouse  ;  sur- 
face water  excluded.  Drainage  is  from  the  south-east,  south  and 
south-west.  The  well  is  at  the  north  base  of  a  gravelly  hill ;  pastur- 
ing near  the  spring.  Fields  on  summit  of  the  hill  are  grassed  and  used 
fur  pasture  to  a  slight  extent.  Nearest  considerable  sources  of  con- 
tamination are  very  large  hen  yards  and  stable  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  feet  south  from  spring  on  the  hill ;  manure  heap  three 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  south.  A  few  other  hen  yards  and  manure 
heaps  near  these.  Water  sold  in  Maiden,  Melrose,  Medford« 
Boston,  etc. 

Lexington y  Commonwealth  Mineral  Spring.  —  On  the  estate  of 
A.  Jameson,  about  two  thousand  feet  north-east  from  corner  of 
Woburn  and  North  streets.  Reservoir  with  stone  sides,  five  feet 
in  diameter  and  seven  feet  deep.  Water  rises  through  gravel  bot- 
tom and  stands  three  feet  deep  in  reservoir,  nearly  to  the  level 
of  the  surrounding  ground  ;  said  to  overflow  all  the  year  round. 
Covered  by  house ;  surface  water  excluded.  Glass  and  block- 
tin  pipe  to  iron  pump.  The  spring  is  in  a  grassed  meadow  basin, 
among  low  hills.  The  soil  is  black  and  peaty  on  top,  gravelly 
below.  Drainage  is  south-east,  into  Clematis  Hrook,  whose  head 
waters  are  said  to  rise  in  this  basin.  No  top-dressing  on  drainage 
area  within  six  hundred  feet  for  several  years.  Lime  sludge  from 
bottling  establishment  is  dumped  thirty-five  feet  east  and  slightly 
higher  than  the  spring.  Swamp  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet 
north,  just  be^^ond  a  ditch  whose  surface  is  about  on  a  level  with  the 
spring  overflow.  Nearest  house  is  that  of  the  proprietor,  nine  hun- 
dred to  one  thousand  feet  south-west.  All  manure  of  every  kind 
goes  into  a  barn  cellar  ten  feet  deep,  with  earth  bottom.  This  is  on 
the  drainage  area.  A  few  other  farms  on  the  drainage  area  between 
one  thousand  and  two  thousand  feet  from  the  spring.  Water  sold 
in  Boston,  Cambridge,  Waltham,  etc.  ;  also  used  in  bottling. 

Lowell^  Leland  Mineral  Spring.  — A  few  hundred  feet  north-east 
from  the  corner  of  Beech  and  Sixth  streets,  a  few  feet  below  Fre- 
mont Street,  Central ville,  Lowell.     Dug  well,  thirty-five  feet  deep» 
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covered  by  small  bouse  ;  surface  water  excluded.  Said  to  be  never  dry. 
Ground  water  flows  west.  Several  bouses  and  a  few  gardens  on  the 
long  bill  above  the  spring,  within  a  few  hundred  feet.  The  bouses 
just  across  Fremont  Street  are  connected  with  an  iron  sewer  in  that 
street.  The  city  low-service  distributing  reservoir  is  about  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  spring.  This  is  the  old  Lowell  Water-cure 
Spring.     Water  sold  in  Lowell. 

Brock(on^  Union  Spring. — About  five  hundred  feet  south-east 
from  Howard  Street  and  a  few  feet  north-east  from  Montello  Street. 
Reservoir  with  planked  sides,  five  by  six  feet  and  four  feet  deep. 
Water,  two  feet  deep,  rises  nearly  to  level  of  the  ground  ;  said  to  over- 
flow all  the  year  round.  Covered  by  a  small  house  ;  surface  water  not 
com|)letely  excluded  ;  a  little  road  wash  might  enter.  Gravelly  soil. 
Well  is  near  the  north-east  base  of  a  low  hill,  grass-covered.  Near- 
est source  of  contamination  a  ce?*spool,  three  hundred  and  ten  feet 
south-west  from  spring,  on  the  hill.-^ide  directly  above  it.  Several 
more  sources  of  contamination  on  drainage  area  within  a  few  hundred 
feet  more.     Water  sold  in  F^rockton  and  Campello. 

Brockton,  Cri/stal  Spring. — Four  hundred  feet  south-west  from 
house  of  Martin  Pnckard,  Pleasant  Street,  near  corner  of  Pearl 
Street,  Brockton  Heights.  Stoned  and  cemented  resen'oir  five  by 
seven  feet  and  four  feet  deep.  Depth  of  water  three  feet;  said  to 
overflow  all  the  year  round.  Covered  by  plank  staging ;  surface 
water  excluded.  Water  rises  in  bottom  of  well  through  underlying 
lock.  Ground  water  flows  from  north-east  and  east.  Drainage  area 
is  covered  by  wild  shrul)s  and  trees  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
about  the  spring.  Nearest  source  of  contamination  is  a  manure  heap, 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  east.  Two  houses  with  privy 
vaults  and  barns  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred  feet  distant  from 
spring.     Water  sold  in  Brockton. 

Everett,  Partrithje  Spriytg.  —  A  few  hundred  feet  north-west  of  the 
corner  of  Chelsea  and  Ferry  streets,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
above  Chelsea  Street.  Well  is  seventeen  feet  deep  in  grassed  orchard, 
in  a  small  wooden  building.  Drainage  is  south,  toward  low  meadows. 
Cemented  wooden  privy  vault  thirty-six  feet  west;  .sink  ci'ssi)ool, 
ten  feet  deep,  sixty  feet  south-cast ;  covered  manure  heap  seventy- 
five  feet  noith-west;  water-closet  cesspool  at  next  house,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  south-west ;  several  others  west  to  north-east, 
within  six  hundred  I'cet. 
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Everett^  Everett  Crystal  Spring.  —  At  north-west  comer  of  Chel- 
fea  and  Ferry  streets,  close  to  Chelsea  Street  side-walk.  Well 
twelve  feet  in  diameter  and  twenty  feet  deep,  in  frame  house. 
Overflow  into  low  meadows  south  of  Chelsea  Street.  Drainage  is 
south  towards  these  meadows.  Several  wells  north  on  Cottage 
Street  were  lowered  when  this  well  w:is  dug,  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 
The  well  at  one  hou:>e  on  Cottage  Street,  about  thirty  feet  deep  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  north  of  the  spring,  was  changed 
into  a  ces^^pool  several  years  ago.  Grassed  field  between  the  spring 
and  nearest  water-closet  cesspool.  The  latter  is  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  north  of  the  spring  well,  and  is  not  cemented.  Several 
others  on  Cottage  Street  near  by. 

fi^mmpunoti^  Swamp^coit  ^Iineral  Spring.  —  One  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  Essex  Street,  and  about  one  thousand  feet  east  from 
corner  of  Essex  Street  and  Beach  Avenue ;  about  six  hundred  feet 
north  from  Moose  Hill  Spiing.  The  water  comes  from  a  driven 
well  sixty  feet  deep,  and  runs  continually  from  this  through  several 
feet  of  iron  pipe  into  the  spring  house  south-west.  There  it  runs 
into  a  reservoir  about  five  by  nine  feet,  with  two  and  one-half  feet 
depth  of  water.  This  reservoir  has  plank  sides  and  cement  bottom ; 
surface  water  excluded.  Considerable  dirt  and  a  little  {jreen  ijrowth 
on  the  ^K)ttom  of  the  reservoir.  Water  rises  in  the  well  to  nearly 
the  levf.'l  of  the  surrounding  ground,  and  overflows  all  the  year 
round.  The  lower  end  of  the  well  pipe  is  in  clay.  The  ground 
water  comes  chiefly  from  the  north  or  north-east.  There  is  a  low 
hill  wcrit,  separated  from  the  well  by  a  small  meadow  and  a  ditch. 
The  well  is  in  a  grassed  field.  The  nearest  source  of  contamina- 
tion in  a  stable  with  a  manure  heap,  fifty  feet  north-east.  There 
is  another  about  the  same  distance  north-west.  There  are  many 
houses  on  the  drainage  area  within  a  few  hundred  feet.  Water  sold 
only  in  Lynn. 

Krfreti^  lielinont  HiU  Sprinrf.  —  About  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  north-west  of  Bradford  Street,  Everett,  and  about  six  hundred 
feet  west  of  corner  of  ILmcock.  The  water  rises  nearly  to  the  level 
of  the  surrounding  laud  in  two  wells,  eight  feet  in  diameter  and  four 
feet  deep ;  gravel  bottom  and  stone  sides ;  surface  water  excluded. 
The  spring  is  in  cultivated  land.  The  nearest  cesspool  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  up  the  hill,  i.  e.,  towards  Hancock 
Street;  there  are  several  more  within  a  few  hundred  feet.     Several 
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exposed  manure  heaps  west  of  the  spring,  but  no  opportunity  for 
their  surface  drainage  to  enter. 

Everett^  Olendale  Spring.  —  On  Spring  Street,  about  five  hundred 
feet  from  Ferry  Street.  Spring  rises  to  level  of  ground,  in  cemented 
enclosure  five  feet  square  and  three  feet  deep,  and  is  covered. 
Overflows  several  thousand  gallons  a  day.  The  spring  is  in  Mills' 
meadows,  part  pasture  and  part  cultivated.  Nearest  cesspool  is 
about  four  hundred  feet  away,  and  above,  i.  6.,  nearer  Ferry  Street. 
This  cesspool  is  cemented  all  around,  and  overflows  through  a  pipe 
into  a  ditch  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  from  the  spring  at 
nearest  point.  Several  other  cesspools  within  a  thousand  feet  rUn 
into  this  ditch,  which  is  not  higher  than  the  spring.  A  few  houses  on 
the  other  side  of  Ferry  Street  have  cesspools  which  overflow  on  the 
ground.  Large  manure  heap  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  from 
spring,  toward  Ferry  Street. 

SwampscoUy  Moose  Hill  Spring.  —  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  north  from  corner  of  Columbia  Avenue  and  Beach  Avenue. 
Bricked  and  cemented  well  in  large  bottling  house.  The  water  flows 
through  a  crevice  in  ledge,  and  rises  nearly  to  the  level  of  the  ground 
in  an  oblong  stone  basin,  about  five  feet  long,  two  feet  wide  and 
three  feet  deep;  surface  water  excluded;  spring  said  to  overflow 
the  year  round.  The  soil  in  the  neighborhood  is  chiefly  gravel  with 
boulders,  with  underlying  ledge.  The  drainage  is  from  the  south- 
west and  west.  The  spring  house  is  in  a  grassed  lot.  There  is  a 
cesspool  ninety  feet  south-west  on  the  hillside,  and  more  cesspools 
and  privies  on  the  hill  within  three  hundred  feet.  There  is  a  stable 
fifty  feet  north-west  of  the  spring.  Water  sold  chiefly  in  Lynn  and 
Swampscott. 
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ON  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DISSOLVED  OXYGEN  CONTAINED  IN 

WATERS  OF  PONDS  AND  KESERVOIRS  AT 

DIFFERENT  DEPTHS. 


The  interesting  changes  in  the  character  of  the  water  of  deep 
ponds,  consequent  on  the  stagnation  and  circulation  of  the  water  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  was  discussed  in  the  special  report  on 
the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890  (pages  749-767).  Inves- 
tigations of  the  temperature  and  composition  of  the  water  from 
different  depths  in  deep  ponds  showed  the  presence,  in  the  warmer 
months,  of  a  stagnant  layer  of  water  below  a  depth  of  twent}'  feet 
from  the  surface.  If  the  surface  of  the  pond  is  undisturbed  by 
winds  it  may  reach  even  to  a  greater  height,  say  ten  feet  from  the 
surface.  This  stagnant  layer  begins  to  form  in  the  early  part  of 
April,  and  mingles  with  the  surface  water  when  the  circulation  of 
the  water  takes  place  in  the  autumn.  This  mingling  begins  in  the 
early  part  of  October  and  is  completed  some  time  in'  November. 

It  was  stated  in  the  account  of  this  special  investigation  of  deep 
ponds  that  the  composition  of  this  stagnant  water  depended  upon  the 
amount  and  character  of  the  impurities  in  the  water,  and  on  the 
character  of  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  whether  or  not  it  contained 
much  decomposable  organic  matter.  Thus  of  seven  deep  ponds  or 
reservoirs  examined  it  was  found  that  the  amount  of  free  ammonia, 
which  may  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  amount  of  decomposi- 
tion going  on  in  the  stagnant  layer,  varied  from  0.4720  parts  per 
100,000  in  Jamaica  Pond,  Boston,  to  0.0008  parts  in  the  bottom  of 
Eeservoir  No.  4  of  the  Boston  water  supply  in  Ashland.  That  the 
results  in  these  two  cases  are  not  accidental  is  proved  by  repeated 
examinations  of  the  deep  layers  in  both  of  these  bodies  of  water, 
extending  over  several  years. 

The  freedom  from  products  of  decomposition  in  the  latter  case, 
namely.  Reservoir  No.  4,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  is  derived 
from   an   unpolluted  water-shed ;  that  the  organic  matter  which  it 
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coDtains  is  derived  mainly  from  swamps  and  is  very  slightly  disposed 
to  decomposition,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  all  soil  and  vegetable 
matter  was  carefully  removed  from  the  bed  of  the  reservoir  before 
it  was  filled  with  water.  On  the  other  hand,  Jamaica  Pond  is  in  a 
populated  region  and  the  bottom  contains  much  readily  decom- 
posable organic  matter. 

In  connection  with  this  investigation  of  the  composition  of  water 
at  different  depths  it  was  of  interest  to  determine  the  amount  of 
dissolved  oxygen  in  the  water  in  the  different  layers.  This  deter- 
mination is  best  made  on  the  spot,  since  there  is  danger  of  the 
samples  absorbing  oxygen  from  the  atmosphere  during  the  transporta- 
tion to  the  laboratory. 

During  the  summer  of  1891,  a  considerable  number  of  determina- 
tions of  the  dissolved  oxygen  were  made  at  different  depths,  in  the 
waters  of  many  ponds  and  reservoirs.*  The  water  was  pumped  up, 
under  proper  precautions  to  prevent  access  of  air,  into  bottles  of 
known  capacity  and  the  chemical  reagents  added  immediately,  f 

Following  are  the  results  of  some  of  the  determinations  thus 
obtained.  The  amount  of  oxygen  present  is  in  all  cases  expressed 
as  percentages  of  the  amount  required  to  saturate  the  water  at  the 
temperature  when  collected. 


Dissolved  Oxygen  at  Different  Depths  in  Jamaica  Pond,  Boston. 

June  11,  1891^ 


Depth. 


Temperature  of 
Water. 

Centigrade 
Degrees. 


Amount  of  Ozjrgen 
present  Id  tbe 
Water  expreated  In 
Percentage  of  that 
required  to  satu- 
rate  the  Water  at 
the  Obterred  T«m- 
peratort. 


Surface, 

10  feet  below  surface, 

20    "  **  " 

30    "  "  " 

4Q       it  It  ii 

60    "  "  " 

67    "  "  "        (bottom), 


100.00 

100.00 

80.00 

69.03 

11.10 

0 

0 


*  The  collection  and  analysis  of  these  samples  were  made  by  Dr.  A.  11.  Gill  of  the  Mbsm- 
chaieits  Institute  of  Technology. 

t  L.  W.  Winkler's  process  (described  in  the  volume  on  Purification  of  Sewa^  and  Water, 
1890)  was  used  and  it  is  to  be  recommended  for  its  convenience,  simplicity  and  aocora^. 
Winkler't  original  article  appeared  in  the  Berichte,  vol.  21,  p.  2843. 
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Dissolved  Oxygen  at  Differeiit  Depths,  etc.  —  Concluded, 

June  25, 


Dbftr. 


T«mperatiir«  of 


ipera 
Wat< 


ater. 

Centigrade 
Defrees. 


Amoant  of  Oxygen 
present  In  the 
Water  expresecd  In 
Percentage  of  that 
required  to  satn- 
rate  the  Water  at 
the  Obeerred  Tem- 
perature. 


Surface, 

35  feet  below  surface, 

40 

50 


it 
it 


tt 


it 


it 


tt 


100.00 

87.11 

0 

0 


July  14. 


Surface, 

• 

24.0 

100.00 

10  feet  below  surface. 

23.8 

100.00 

20 

.    12.8 

49.00 

80 

5.8 

29.47 

85 

5.6 

4.18 

40 

5.4 

0 

47 

5.2 

0 

In  all  cases  in  Jamaica  Pond  the  layers  of  water  which  contain  no 
dissolved  oxygen  have  an  offensive  odor  from  carbnretted  and  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen.  The  above  series  also  well  illustrates  the 
increase  in  the  thickness  of  the  oxygen-free,  stagnant  layer  as  the 
summer  advances. 

Glen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn,  is  an  artificial  reservoir,  from  which  the 
surface  soil  was  not  removed.  It  was  first  flooded  in  the  latter  part 
of  1889.  The  water  has  always  contained  a  large  number  of  animal 
and  vegetable  organisms  which  give  it,  at  most  seasons  of  the  year, 
a  very  disagreeable  appearance  and  odor.  The  fact  that  the  oxygen 
was  proved  to  be  absent  ten  feet  from  the  surface  in  this  pond  may 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  reservoir  is  comparatively  small  (thirty- 
six  acres)  and  well  sheltered  from  the  wind  by  hills  on  both  sides. 
It  may  also  be  true  that  the  decomposition  of  the  organic  matter  in 
this  pond  is  particularly  rapid. 
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Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Glen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn. 

June  26,  1891. 


Depth. 


Temperature. 

CenUgrmde 
i>^reet. 


Pwecntam  of 
Oxjgen. 


Surface, 
6  feet  below  surface, 


tt 


ii 


10    "  .        . 

13  feet  6  inches  (bottom),    . 


100 
100 
100 

0 

0 


The  odor  of  the  water  at  ten  feet  below  the  surface  was  disagree- 
able, and  that  at  thirteen  feet  very  offensive.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  in  this  case  the  abrupt  transition,  within  a  distance  of  three  feet, 
from  a  water  fully  saturated  with  oxygen  to  one  in  which  the  oxygen 
has  been  entirely  exhausted.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  upper  seven  feet  of  water  were  in  circulation  through  the 
effect  of  the  wind,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  at  the  sur- 
face ;  because  we  must  assume  that  at  this  high  temperature  decom- 
position must  also  be  active  in  the  upper  layers. 

Walden  Pond,  Lynn,  is  of  the  same  general  character  as  Glen 
Lewis  Pond.  Its  depth  where  samples  were  taken  (June  26,  1891) 
was  ten  feet.  At  this  depth  the  oxygen  was  only  12.84  per  cent, 
of  that  required  for  saturation,  and  at  the  surface  there  was  83. 1 
per  cent. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Scorr  Reservoir,  Fitchbdbg. 

June  29,  1891, 


Dtn  If. 

TejD|)«ratare. 

Centigrade 
Degreei. 

Percentage  of 
Ozjgeu. 

Surface, 

10  feet  below  surface, 

20    "        "            " 

25    *»        **            **..,.. 

30    **        ♦*            **..,, 

35    "        "            "         (bottom),          .... 

21.4 
18.8 
16.2 
10.2 

87.20 
78.70 
32.11 
10.67 

0 

0 

The  sample  from  the  bottom  had  a  strong  odor  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen ;  that  from  the  depth  of  thirty  feet,  a  faint  odor.  The 
samples  were  taken  near  the  gate-house. 
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Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Lynde  Bbook  Reservoir,  Worcester. 

July  IS,  1891. 


Depth. 

Ttmperatare. 

Centlgrftda 
DegrisM. 

Percentage  of 
Oxygen. 

10  feet  below  surface, 

OA       tt             *»                    it 

80    "        **            "....... 

85    "        "           "        (bottom),         .... 

21.1 
16.1 
11.0 
11.0 

93.01 
29.14 

0 

0 

The  samples  at  thirty  and  thirty-five  feet  had  a  strong  odor  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Lake  Cochftuate. 
August  17,  1891. 


Tempentare. 

Dkpth. 

Centigrade 
Degrees. 

Percentage  of 
Oxygen. 

Surface, 

• 

23.6 

79.15 

10  feet  below  surface,  . 

1 

19.1 

83.60 

20 

(t 

12.1 

85.86 

SO 

u 

9.6 

21.33 

40 

4i 

9.1 

20.93 

45 

14 

9.1 

1.65 

50 

•« 

7.6 

0 

57 

U 

"        (bottom), 

7.1 

0 

The  odor  of  the  samples  which  contained  no  oxygen   was  not 
offensive,  simply  earthy. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Reservoik  No.  3,  Boston  Water  Works. 

August  20,  1891. 


Temperature. 

— .  —  

Depth. 

Centigrade 
Degreea. 

Percentage  of 
Oxygen, 

Surface, 

23.6 

85.88 

6  feet  below  surface,  . 

23.6 

85.06 

12    •* 

21.6 

58.97 

14    " 

- 

0 

15    " 

.. 

0 

17    « 

— 

0 

19    " 

, 

~ 

0 

21    " 

"        (bottom). 

17.1 

0 
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Dissolved  Oxtuex  in  Resebvois  No.  4,  Bostox  Water  Wobks. 

August  20,  1891. 


Depth. 

Oradfnda 

Puicutsce  of 
Oi^jien. 

Sarface, 

23.6 

84.50 

10    feet  below  surface,         .... 

21.6 

84.42 

20      " 

M                        M 

•                    *                    a                    . 

16.6 

28.02 

80      " 

•                    *                    a                   • 

21.1 

27.42 

35      ** 

•                    •                    •                    • 

.  .        12.6 

16.28 

36i    " 

"           *•        (bottom), 

.  :        12.6 

1 

16.10 

The  contrast  in  the  condition  of  the  water  in  these  two  reservoirs 
is  very  striking.  Reservoir  No.  3,  in  which  the  oxygen  is  exhausted 
at  a  depth  of  fourteen  feet,  receives  a  not  inconsiderable  amount  of 
direct  pollution  from  the  towns  of  Marlborough  and  Southboroogh, 
while  the  drainage  area  of  Reservoir  No.  4,  as  has  been  already 
saidy  is  very  sparsely  populated. 

In  connection  with  the  determination  of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the 
Ludlow  reservoir  of  Springfield  (which  contains  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year  an  excessively  large  number  of  organisms  in  suspension  in 
the  water)  an  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  amount  of 
dissolved  oxygen  decreased  in  the  water  in  its  passage  through  the 
pipes.  It  was  found  that  the  amount  of  oxygen  was  somewhat  less 
after  a  passage  of  six  miles  in  the  pipes  than  in  the  reservoir,  and 
still  less  after  three  miles  additional  passage  in  the  pipes.  But  the 
differences  are  not  very  great,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  loss  of 
oxygen  may  in  part  be  due  to  other  causes  than  the  decomposition 
of  organic  matter. 

The  reservoir  is  only  ten  or  thirteen  feet  deep  at  the  points  where 
the  samples  were  taken,  and  the  comparatively  large  amounts  of 
oxygen  found  in  the  bottom  layers  of  the  water  indicate,  probably, 
that  the  water  in  the  reservoir  was  in  circulation  by  means  of  the 
wind. 
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Dissolved  Oxtgen,  SpRraonELD  Water  Works. 
In  Large  Ludlow  Reservoir.    July  16, 1891. 


Depth. 

Temperature. 

Centigrade 
Degreea. 

rercontage  of 
Oxygen. 

Surface, 

10  feet  below  surface  (bottom), 

24.1 

23.6 

97.86 
61.17 

In  Small  Ludlow  Reservoir  —  Odie  Bouse. 

Surface, 

13  feet  below  surface  (bottom), 

24.1 
23.6 

.77.60 
70.68 

From  Faucet  at  Indian  Leap  Hotel,  after  passing  through  six  miles  of  pipe. 


60.76 


From  Faucet  at  Winchester  Park,  after  passing  through  three  additional  miles  of 

pipe. 


66.98 


Some  of  the  water  on  leaving  the  pipe  passes  into  an  open  ditch 
five  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  then  flows  swiftly  through  a  trough 
with  a  steep  grade  into  Van  Horn  reservoir.  A  sample  taken  at  the 
beginning  of  the  ditch  showed  77.49  per  cent,  of  dissolved  oxygen, 
and  a  sample  at  the  end  of  the  trough  91.28  per  cent.  These 
results  are  both  somewhat  too  high,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
collecting  the  samples  without  access  of  air;  but  the  greater 
amount  of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the  water  as  it  flows  into  the  reser- 
voir may  be  said  to  represent  fairly  the  effect  of  aeration  in  the  open 
ditch  or  trough. 

Van  Horn  reservoir  receives,  in  addition  to  the  water  of  Ludlow 
reservoir,  a  certain  amount  of  water  from  its  own  water-shed  (about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres),  which  enters  the  reservoir  mainly 
after  filtering  through  the  ground.  Following  is  a  series  of  determi- 
nations of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the  water  of  this  reservoir  at  difier- 
ent  depths :  — 
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Dissolved  Oxyqen  in  Van  Horn  Resebtoib,  Sprinqfibld. 

July  16,  1891. 


Depth. 


Surface, 
7  feet  below  surface, 

J^         U  it  •« 

20    •*        "  ** 

28    "        "  " 


(b  »ttom), 


Tempermtine. 

Centlffrada 
DegrvM. 


24.1 
24.1 
24.1 


PerwBtacaof 
Ozjrvui. 


100.00 

100.00 

46.43 

0 

0 

0 


The  water  from  the  depth  of  seventeen  feet  had  an  earthy  odor ; 
that  from  the  twenty  and  twenty-eight  feet  layers,  a  strong  odor  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

A  consideration  of  the  foregoing  determinations  of  dissolved 
oxygen  in  the  waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  of  different  characters 
lends  us  to  two  important  conclusions  :  — 

First.     That  the  stagnation  of  water  is  not  in  itself  objectionable. 

Second,  That  when  a  water  contains  decomposable  organic  mat- 
ter, or  where  water  is  stored  in  reservoirs  having  decomposable 
matter  on  its  bottom  and  sides,  the  oxygen  in  the  water  will  be 
quickly  used  up,  and  if  not  renewed  the  water  will  become  foul. 

Reservoir  No.  4  of  the  Boston  water  supply  is  the  only  deep 
reservoir  among  those  examined  which  contained  some  dissolved 
oxygen  (15  per  cent.)  in  the  stagnant  layer,  and  this  was  as  late  ia 
the  summer  as  August  20.  It  is  not  improbable  that  many  natural 
unpolluted  ponds,  with  sandy  bottom,  would  show  even  a  lai^r 
amount  of  oxygen  in  the  stagnant  layer  than  Reservoir  No.  4.  If 
there  is  nothing  to  use  up  the  oxygen  in  solution  in  the  water  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  remain  indefinitely.  There  is 
always,  however,  some  organic  matter  in  all  surface  waters,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  stagnant  layer  even  in  the  best  ponds  is  never 
fully  saturated  with  oxygen.  The  ordinary  process  of  decompo- 
sition of  organic  matter  is  one  of  oxidation  and  is  not  necessarily 
accompanied  by  offensive  odors.  In  all  surface  waters  which  con- 
tain vegetable  and  animal  life  decomposition  is  constantly  going  on, 
and  yet  in  the  presence  of  an  abundance  of  oxygen  there  is  seldom 
any  objectionable  odor ;  but  when  the  oxygen  is  exhausted  patre- 
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factive  changes  set  in,  and  the  products  then  formed  are  highly 
offensive.  It  is  under  these  conditions  that  sulphuretted,  carbu- 
retted  and  phosphoretted  hydrogen  are  developed.  These  gases  we 
find  in  water  only  when  oxygen  is  absent. 

In  practical  water-works  management  advantage  may  be  taken  of 
the  fact  of  the  formation  of  a  stagnant  layer  in  the  bottom  of  deep 
ponds  and  reservoirs  by  drawing  the  water  from  near  the  surface 
in  those  cases  in  which  the  stagnant  layer  is  foul ;  but  the  deteri- 
oration of  the  surface  water  cannot  be  prevented  when  the  ming- 
ling of  all  the  water  takes  place  in  the  autumn.  In  deep  storage 
reservoirs,  which  must  be  drawn  very  low  in  order  to  maintain  the 
supply,  it  may  become  necessary  to  draw  from  the  stagnant  layer, 
and  if  this  layer  contains  products  of  putrefaction  bad  water  is 
supplied. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  iron  in  solution,  in  considerable 
amount,  in  the  bottom  layers  of  water  in  deep  ponds,  when  the 
oxygen  is  exhausted.  Insoluble  iron  oxide  may,  under  these  con- 
ditions, be  reduced  to  the  lower  oxide,  and  go  into  solution.  In 
such  cases  the  water  may  be  colorless  when  pumped  up  from  the 
bottom  but  it  quickly  becomes  turbid  on  exposure  to  the  air,  and 
iron  oxide  separates  out,  on  standing,  as  a  red  deposit. 

No  stronger  argument  for  vigilance  in  preventing  the  contamina- 
tion of  a  water  supply  and  for  its  storage  in  clean  reservoirs  could 
be  made  than  is  contained  in  the  results  of  the  foregoing  investiga- 
tion of  the  changes  which  organic  matter  undergoes  in  water, 
involving  the  exhaustion  of  the  dissolved  oxygen  and  the  formation 
of  putrefactive  products.  How  far  we  may  expect  to  remedy  the 
evils  consequent  on  the  presence  of  decomposing  organic  matter  in 
water  by  aeration  will  be  discussed  in  the  next  chapter  of  this 
report. 


ON  THE  AMOUNT  OF  DISSOLVED  OXYGEN  CONTAINED  IN 

WATERS  OF  PONDS  AND  RESERVOIRS  AT 

DIFFERENT  DEPTHS. 


The  interesting  changes  in  the  character  of  the  water  of  deep 
ponds,  consequent  on  the  stagnation  and  circulation  of  the  water  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  was  discussed  in  the  special  report  on 
the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890  (pages  749-767).  Inves- 
tigations of  the  temperature  and  composition  of  the  water  from 
different  depths  in  deep  ponds  showed  the  presence,  in  the  warmer 
months,  of  a  stagnant  layer  of  water  below  a  depth  of  twenty  feet 
from  the  surface.  If  the  surface  of  the  pond  is  undisturbed  by 
winds  it  may  reach  even  to  a  greater  height,  say  ten  feet  from  the 
surface.  This  stagnant  layer  begins  to  form  in  the  early  part  of 
April,  and  mingles  with  the  surface  water  when  the  circulation  of 
the  water  takes  place  in  the  autumn.  This  mingling  begins  in  the 
early  part  of  October  and  is  completed  some  time  in'  November. 

It  was  stated  in  the  account  of  this  special  investigation  of  deep 
ponds  that  the  composition  of  this  stagnant  water  depended  upon  the 
amount  and  character  of  the  impurities  in  the  water,  and  on  the 
character  of  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  whether  or  not  it  contained 
much  decomposable  organic  matter.  Thus  of  seven  deep  ponds  or 
reservoirs  examined  it  was  found  that  the  amount  of  free  ammonia, 
which  may  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  amount  of  decomposi- 
tion going  on  in  the  stagnant  layer,  varied  from  0.4720  parts  per 
100,000  in  Jamaica  Pond,  Boston,  to  0.0008  parts  in  the  bottom  of 
Reservoir  No.  4  of  the  Boston  water  supply  in  Ashland.  That  the 
results  in  these  two  cases  are  not  accidental  is  proved  by  repeated 
examinations  of  the  deep  layers  in  both  of  these  bodies  of  water, 
extending  over  several  years. 

The  freedom  from  products  of  decomposition  in  the  latter  case, 
namely.  Reservoir  No.  4,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  is  derived 
from   an   unpolluted  water-shed;  that  the  organic  matter  which  it 


THE  EFFECT  OF  THE  AERATION  OF  NATURAL  WATERS. 


It  is  a  very  common  belief  that  water  deprived  of  air  will  deteri- 
orate iu  quality  and  become  unfit  for  use,  and  that  the  only  way  to 
maintain  its  purity  is  to  keep  it  freely  exposed  to  the  air.  The 
mountain  stream  which  breaks  over  rocks  and  stones  is  thought  to 
be  a  good  illustration  of  the  intimate  connection  between  the  aeration 
of  water  and  its  purity. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  generally  known  that  the  waters  of 
many  deep  wells  which  we  prize  for  their  high  purity,  their  clear- 
ness, coolness  and  good  taste,  contain  no  air,  and  have  been  pre- 
served in  this  condition  in  the  earth,  for  aught  we  know,  for 
centuries.  There  is  clearly  a  need  of  a  clarification  of  our  ideas, 
on  this  subject. 

Pure  water,  preserved  from  contact  with  organic  matter,  remains 
unchanged  indefinitely.  If  exposed  to  the  air  it  dissolves  a  definite 
amount  of  the  gases  of  which  the  air  is  composed,  —  nitrogen, 
oxygen  and  carbonic  acid,  — the  amount  dissolved  being  dependent 
upon  temperature  and  pressure.  If  the  pressure  is  removed,  or  if 
the  water  is  boiled,  the  gases  escape,  to  be  reabsorbed  when  the 
water  is  exposed  to  the  air  again  at  ordinary  temperatures ;  but  in 
no  sense  does  the  air  exert  any  preservative  action  on  the  water  or 
tend  to  keep  it  '*  fresh  '*  or  **  sweet." 

The  condition  of  affairs  is,  however,  entirely  changed  when  water 
contains  organic  matter  which  is  capable  of  undergoing  decomposi- 
tion. The  familiar  process  of  the  change  of  organic  into  mineral 
matter  by  decomposition  is  one  of  oxidation,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  presence  of  air  to  carry  on  this  change  is  well  understood.  The 
breaking  up  of  organic  matter  when  oxygen  is  not  present  is  one  of 
putrefaction^  the  products  of  which  are  usually  very  offensive. 

The  analogy  between  the  comparatively  slow  process  of  oxidation 
in  nature  and  the  destruction  of  organic  matter  by  combustion  has 
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seemed  to  justify  the  inference  that  we  can  hasten  the  former  as  we 
can  the  latter  by  increasing  the  supply  of  oxygen.  Acting  on  this 
assumption,  it  is  not  uncommon  in  waterworks  practice  to  aerate  the 
water  by  causing  it  to  flow  over  a  series  of  steps,  or  by  forcing  it 
into  the  air  as  a  fountain,  or  by  pumping  air  under  pressure  into  the 
distribution  system.  Whatever  the  method  employed  for  aerating 
the  water,  the  idea  behind  it  is  that  the  water  will  be  thereby  puri- 
fied by  oxidation  to  a  degree  beyond  that  which  would  take  place 
if  the  water  were  exposed  to  the  air  on  the  surface  only. 

During  the  past  two  years  numerous  experiments  have  been  made 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  test  this  theory  of 
accelerated  oxidation,  and  all  the  experiments  have  given  negative 
results.  The  question,  let  it  be  clearly  understood,  is  not  one  of 
supplying  oxygen  to  an  impure  water,  like  sewage,  which  contains 
no  oxygen,  but  this :  Will  an  impure  water,  which  contains  at  all 
times  more  or  less  free  oxygen  in  solution,  be  purified  more  rapidly 
by  oxidation  if  the  amount  of  oxygen  is  increased  by  spraying  the 
water  or  by  pumping  air  into  it ;  can  the  natural  process  of  oxida- 
tion he  hastened  by  these  means?  It  is  to  this  question  that  the 
experiments  give  a  negative  answer.  If  we  look  for  the  cause  of 
this  failure  to  hasten  oxidation  by  increasing  the  amount  of  oxygen 
we  find  that  it  rests  in  the  inherent  nature  of  the  process,  —  a  process 
which  is  only  remotely  analogous  to  the  chemical  process  of  com- 
bustion. In  combustion  we  have  the  direct  chemical  combination  of 
carbon  and  hydrogen  with  oxygen,  and,  by  varying  the  supply  of 
oxygen,  we  can  at  will  make  the  combustion  slow  or  rapid.  The 
case  is  entirely  difierent  in  the  oxidation  of  organic  matter  in  nature. 
Here  we  have  to  do  with  the  living  activity  of  bacteria,  which,  in 
some  way  not  fully  understood,  causes  first  the  carbon  and  hydrogen 
of  the  organic  matter  and  then  the  nitrogen  to  combine  with  oxygen. 
This  process  can  only  be  hastened  by  increasing  the  number  of  bac- 
teria, or  by  providing  more  favora!)le  conditions  for  their  activity. 
Thus  we  know  that  the  temperature  at  which  bacteria  are  most 
active  differs  with  different  species,  but  we  have  no  evidence  that, 
provided  some  free  oxygen  is  present,  the  activity  of  the  bacteria  of 
decomposition  is  in  the  least  affected  by  its  amount.  Here  the 
analogy  of  bacterial  oxidation  and  combustion  ceases. 

The  first  series  of  experiments  was  made  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  any  change  in  the  nitrogen  compounds  in  waters  under 
different  conditions  of  aeration,  namely  :  — 
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1.  By  exposing  water  contained  in  bottles  to  the  air  of  the  room. 

2.  By  drawing  a  current  of    air  through  the  water  by  means   of   an 

aspirator. 

3.  By  shaking  the  water  with  air  in  a  bottle,  in  a  shaking  machine  driven 

by  an  electric  motor,  the  air  being  renewed  from  time  to  time  by 
removing  the  stopper  from  the  bottle. 

4.  By  exposing  the  water  to  air  under  a  pressure  of  sixty  to  seventy-five 

pounds  to  the  square  inch  in  soda-water  siphons. 

Results  op  Aeration  of  Water  by  a  CuRREjrr  of  Air  drawn  through 
THE  Water  in  a  Flask  by  means  of  an  Aspirator,*  by  Air  under 
Pressure,  and  by  shaking  the  Water  with  Air  in  a  Bottle. 

First  Experiment  with  Cochituate  Water. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 


Free 
Ammonia. 


.Vlbuminold 
AmmunU. 


Nitrogen  atj  Nltm|{«n  as 
>Mti1tet.    I    Nitrates. 


Original  sample, 

.0014 

.0182 

.0002 

.0275 

After  st:inding  iu  open  bottle  for  48  hours. 

.0008 

.0176 

.0005 

.0250 

After  aerating  by  current  of  air  for  48  hours, 

.0014 

.0170 

.0008 

.0250 

After  standing  in  open  bottle  for  216}  hours, 

.0036 

.0158 

.0002 

.0250 

After  standing  49 1  hours  and  then  aerating 
by  a  current  of  air  for  167  hours,     . 

V 

.0026 

.0156 

.0002 

.0250 

Second  Experiment  with  Cochituate  Water, 


Original  sample, 

.0022  ' 

.0158 

.0000 

.0300 

After  standing  in  open  bottle  for  42  hours, 

.0024  • 

.0174 

.0001 

.0380 

After  aerating  42  liours,        .... 

.0028 

.0160 

.0001 

.0250 

After  being  under  pressure  of  72  pounds 

fur  42  hours, 

.0024  , 

.0160 

.0000 

.0420 

After  standing  7  days, 

.0034 

1 

.0150 

.0002 

.0500 

Third  Experiment  with  Cochituate  WcUer. 


Original  sample,  . 

•        .        . 

.0022 

.0180 

.0001 

.  0500 

After  standing  48  hours,    -  . 

•        .        • 

.0014 

.0144 

.0000 

.0400 

After  aerating  48  hours. 

•        •        • 

.0016 

.0156 

.0003 

.0400 

After  being  under  pressure  of 

75  pounds 

for  48  hours, 

... 

.0018 

.0138 

.0001 

— 

*  The  air  oaed  for  aspiration  was  taken  from  ouUide  the  building.  The  air  of  laboratories  where 
gas  is  burned  contains  enough  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  uitritco  to  vitiate  an  experiment  uf  thin  character. 

It  was  found  that  there  wos  a  very  small  amount  of  free  ammonia  taken  up  by  pure  water  from  the 
air  in  the  cases  of  prolonged  aeration. 
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Results  op  Aeration  of  Wateb,  etc. —  Concluded. 
Fourth  ExperimetU  uHth  Cochiluale  Water. 


Ammonia. 

Albuminoid 
Ammoula. 

NItrogtn  AS 
JSltritea. 

Nitrogen  M 
Nitrates. 

Original  sample 

After  standing  72  hours,       .... 

After  aerating  72  hours,       .... 

After  being  under  pressure  of  75  pounds 

for  72  hours, 

.0018 
.0016 
.0024 

.0036 

.0140 
.0152 
.0142 

.0150 

.0002 
.0002 
.0002 

.0002 

.0200 
.0300 
.0200 

.0250 

Experiments  with  Cociiituate  Water  to  which  a  Small  Amolt^t  of 

Sewage  had  been  added. 

First  Experiment. 


Free 

Ammonia. 


Albamlnotd 
Ammonia. 


Nitrogen  asi  Nltrofren  m 
Nitrites.       Nitrates. 


Oiiginal  sample,   . 
After  standing  48  houi-s. 
After  standing  70  hours. 
After  standing  100  hours. 
After  standing  216  hours, 
After  aerating  48  hours,        .  .        , 

After  standing  70  hours  and  shaking  16  hours, 
After  standing  49 J  hours  and  aerating  167 
hours,         ....... 


.0136 
.0108 
.0108 
.0128 
.0174 
.0068 
.0124 

.0104 


.0220 
.0210 
.0222 
.0204 
.0190 
.0216 
.0236 

.0188 


.0001 
.0003 

Not  det 
.0002 
.0002 
.0005 

Not  det 

.0004 


.0225 
.0500 

Not  det. 

Not  det. 
.0250 
.0450 

Not  det. 

.0250 


Second  Experiment. 


Original  sample,   . 

After  standing  6 J  hours, 

After  standing  42  hours, 

After  standing  7  days,  . 

After  shaking  6J»  hours, 

After  being  under  pressure  of  75  pounds 

for  42  hours. 
After  aerating  42  hours. 


1 

.0780 
.0720 

.0300 
.0326 

.0000 
.0000 

.0664 

.0372 

.0002 

.0766 

.0226 

.0002 

.0740 

.0294 

.0002 

.0584 

.0368 

.0002 

.0400 

.0402 

.0003 

.0250 

.0250 

.0380 

.0050* 

.0250 

.0260 
.0260 


Third  Experiment. 


Original  sample, 

After  standing  24  hours,  .... 
After  standing  48  hours,  .... 
After  shaking  4  hours  and  standing  20  hours. 
After  being  under  pressure  of  75  pounds 

for  48  hours, 

After  aerating  48  hours,       .... 


.0888 

.0314 

.0000 

.0544 

.0332 

.0005 

.0358 

.0320 

.0005 

.0352 

.0426 

.0000 

.0426 

.0288 

.0002 

.0268 

.0256 

.0003 

.0500 
.0500 
.0400 
.0500 

.0300 
.0500 


*  This  decrease  in  nitrates  may  have  been  possibly  due  to  the  growth  of  algsB  in  the  bottle. 
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ExPEBiMEMTS  WITH  CoCHiTUATE  Wateb,  ETC.  —  Concluded. 

Fourth  Ej^rtmerU. 


Free 

Albuminoid 

Nitrogen  u 

Nitrogen  at 

AouDonU.  1  Ammonia. 

Nitrites. 

Nitrate*. 

1 

Original  sample,  .... 

•        . 

.0296       .0192 

.0001 

.0500 

After  standing  72  hours, 

.        . 

.0256       .0204 

.0002 

.0800 

After  standing  7  days,  . 

.        * 

.0820 

.0174 

.0003 

.0250 

After  aerating  72  hours. 

.        . 

.0256 

.0206 

.0004 

.0300 

After  being  under  pressure  of  75 

pounds 

for  72  hours,      .... 

.        . 

.0280  1     .0210 

.0004 

.0300 

Fifth  Experiment. 

Original  sample,  . 

... 

.0486 

.0268 

.0002 

.0775 

After  standing  24  hours. 

•        •        • 

.0224 

.0322 

.0003 

.0700 

After  aerating  24  hours. 

... 

.0240 

.0326 

.0010 

.0800 

After  being  under  pressure 

of  75  pounds 

for  24  hours. 

•        .        * 

.0310 

.0316 

.0002 

.0825 

Sixth  Experiment. 


Original  sample,  . 

.        •        • 

.0806 

.0242 

.0002 

.0650 

After  standing  48  hours. 

•        •        • 

.0528 

.0318 

.0002 

.0380 

After  aerating  48  hours. 

.        •        . 

.0496 

.0340 

.0003 

.0380 

After  being  under  pressure 

of  75  pounds 

for  48  hours. 

... 

.0528 

.0316 

.0001 

.0350 

Original  sample,  . 
After  standing  68  hours. 
After  aerating  68  hours, 


Seventh  Experiment. 


1232 
,0928 
,0928 


.0304 
.0320 
.0278 


,0002  i 
,0002  ! 
,0005  ! 


.0380 
.0300 
.0375 


Original  sample,  . 
After  standing  48  hours. 
Alter  aerating  48  hours. 
After  shaking  2  hours, . 


Eighth  Experiments 


.0848 
.0608 
.0528 
.0624 


.0294 
.0320 
.03.^ 
.0290 


.0002 
.0002 
.0003 
.0001 


.0350 
.0425 
.0475 
.0290 


Ninth  Experiment, 


Original  sample, 

After  standing  5J  hours,  .  .  .  . 
After  shaking  b\  hours,  .  .  .  . 
After  standing  23  hours,  .  .  .  . 
After  standing  23  hours  and  shaking  7 J 

hours, 

After  standing  72  hours,  .  .  .  . 
After  aerating  72  hours,   .    .    .    . 


.0832  ; 
.0752  i 
.0704  I 
.0586 


.0544 
.0720 
.0688 


.0282 

.0001  1 

.0252 

.0005 

.0280 

.0008 

.0252 

.0004 

.0204 

.0003 

.0202 

.0003 

.0250 

.0003 

.0475 
.0.'>()0 
.0530 
.0420 

.0350 
.0300 
.  0420 
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The  variations  in  the  amounts  of  albuminoid  ammonia  and  the 
nitrates  in  these  experiments  are,  in  general,  too  small  to  have  any 
signiBcance,  and  fall,  in  most  cases,  within  the  limits  of  accuracy  of 
the  processes*  used.  The  loss  of  free  ammonia  when  the  water  is 
aerated  is  an  instance  of  the  driving  out  of  one  gas  by  another. 
Ammonia  cannot  be  completely  removed  in  this  way,  but  when  it  is 
present  in  considerable  amount  in  a  water  the  effect  of  aeration  by  a 
current  of  air  is  very  marked.  When  sewage  is  thus  aerated  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  free  ammonia  passes  out  with  the  air. 

In  some  cases  the  changes  in  the  amounts  of  nitrogen  compounds 
are  not  easy  to  explain  as  the  result  of  any  particular  treatment. 
The  problem  is  a  complex  one.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  the 
tendency  of  the  organic  nitrogen  to  pass  into  ammonia,  and  the 
ammonia  to  be  oxidized  to  nitrates,  and,  on  the  other,  the  influence 
of  vegetable  organisms  in  directly  assimilating  the  nitrogen  of  the 
ammonia  and  nitrates.  Still,  the  results,  as  a  whole,  show  plainly 
that  the  aeration  of  water  containing  nitrogenous  matter  and  ammo- 
nia in  considerable  amount  has  no  tendency  to  accelerate  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  nitrogen. 

In  the  foregoing  experiments  the  nitrogen  compounds  only  were 
investigated.  The  oxidation  of  the  carbon  of  the  organic  matter 
represented  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  would  have  as  a  result  the 
formation  of  more  free  ammonia ;  but,  as  any  inference  based  on 
the  amount  of  free  ammonia  might  be  complicated  by  its  partial 
removal  by  aeration,  a  series  of  experiments  were  made  to  ascertain 
directly  whether  any  carbon  was  oxidized  by  vigorous  aeration.  In 
this  series  only  air  under  pressure  was  used,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
oxidation  of  carbon  was  obtained  by  the  *»  oxygen  consumed'*  from 
permanganate,  which  oxidizes  only  carbon  and  hydrogen  of  organic 
matter,  not  nitrogen.  Should  any  considerable  oxidation  of  the  car- 
bon take  place  by  the  oxygen  of  the  air  under  pressure  there  would 
be  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  amount  of  permanganate  used, 
or  of  the  '*  oxygen  consumed." 
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experisfents  on  the  aeration  op  cochituate  water  by  alr  under 
Pressure  of  Seventy  Pounds  to  the  Square  Inch. 

First  Experiment. 

[PnrU  per  100,000.] 


OXTOBK  CO!IAITllBD  r«OM  PBR- 
KAKOAIIATB. 


Withoat  Pretiare, 

Standing 

In  Open  Bottle. 


Under 

Serenty  Ponndi 

Preeanre. 


Original  sample, 
After  24  hours. 
After  48  hours. 
After  6  days, . 


.488 
.462 


Original  sample, 
After  9  days, 
After  30  days. 


Second  Experiment. 


.436 
.380 


Experiments  on  the  Aeration  ok  Sewage  Diluted  with  Distilled 

Water. 

First  Experiment, 

[Purls  per  100,000.] 


OXTOSN  CONrnJHKD  FROM  PER- 
MASOAKATR. 

Wlthont  Pretinre, 

Standing 

In  Open  Bottle. 

Undnr 

Seventy  Poundi 

Pressure. 

Original  sample  (sewage,  1  part;  water,  6  parts),     . 

After  6  days, 

After  16  days, 

.913 
.888 
.682 

.956 

.700 

Second  ExperimeyU. 

* 

Original  sample  (sewage,  1  part;  water,  6  parts),     . 
After  6  days, 

1.052 
.859 

.934 

Third  Experiment. 

Orisrinal  sample  (sewage,  I  part;  water,  10  parts),  . 

After  30  hours, 

After  6  days, 

.668 
.639 
.479 

.542 
.458 

Fourth  Experiment, 

Original  sample  (sewage,  1  part;  water,  15  parts),   . 

After  6  days, 

After  16  days, 

.480 
.419 
.338 

.464 
.366 
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Here,  as  in  the  previous  series,  we  find  that  no  more  rapid  oxida- 
tion goes  on  when  the  air  is  under  pressure  in  the  water  than  when 
the  water  is  exposed  to  the  air  at  the  surface.  It  may  be  fairly 
concluded  from  the  above  experiments  that  oxidation  of  the  elements 
which  go  to  make  up  organic  matter  is  a  process  which  cannot  be 
hastened  by  offering  the  bacteria,  which  are  the  active  agents  in  the 
process,  an  excess  of  oxygen.  Their  activity  is  not  stimulated  in 
this  way. 

This  is  in  accord  with  the  interesting  investigation  of  Dr.  A.  R. 
Leeds,  who  examined  the  water  above  and  below  Niagara  Falls  and 
found  no  difference  in  the  free  ammonia,  albuminoid  ammonia  and 
oxygen  consumed  after  this  vigorous  aeration.  An  interesting  con- 
firmation of  the  results  of  these  experiments  may  also  be  found  in  the 
special  report  on  Sewage  Purification  (1890)  in  which  (pages  730- 
734)  is  given  an  account  of  experiments  to  determine  the  amount  of 
air  necessary  for  a  good  purification  of  the  sewage  by  oxidation  in 
intermittent  sand  filtration.  When  the  atmosphere  in  the  sand  of 
the  filter  contained  from  one  to  three  per  cent,  of  free  oxygen  the 
oxidation  was  as  complete  and  rapid  as  when  twenty  per  cent,  (or 
the  full  amount  in  the  atmosphere)  was  present. 

Although  the  strictly  chemical  theory  of  oxidation  in  the  aeration 
of  water  will  have  to  be  abandoned  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
practice  of  aeration  is  not  without  good  effect.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  one  soluble  gas  passed  in  a  current  through  water  will 
drive  out  other  soluble  gases  which  may  be  present  in  it,  provided, 
there  is  no  chemical  combination  between  the  water  and  gas.  The 
same  effect  is  accomplished  by  exposing  water  with  any  gas  in 
solution  to  an  atmosphere  of  another  <;as.  Thus  when  we  pass  a 
current  of  air  through  water  containing  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in 
solution,  the  latter  is  completely  driven  out,  and  an  offensive  water 
becomes  entirely  odorless.  This  is  not  a  case  of  oxidation,  for  a  cur- 
rent of  carbonic  acid  will  effect  the  same  result.  In  the  same  way  a 
water  which  has  temporarily  a  bad  odor  from  an  excessive  develop- 
ment of  algffi,  or  infusoria,  can  be  rendered  quite  odorless  by  suflScient 
aeration.  Even  sewage  loses  its  odor  when  aerated  by  a  current  of 
air  for  many  hours.  In  these  cases  the  only  change  effected  is  the 
mechanical  removal  of  the  soluble  gas  which  is  the  cause  of  the 
odor. 

There  is  another  good  effect  of  aeration  where  it  is  accompanied  by 
agitation  of  the  water,  namely,  the  prevention  of  the  growth  of  algae  • 
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with  their  attendant  bad  tastes  and  odors.  As  is  well  known,  it  is 
only  in  the  comparatively  quiet  waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  that 
this  annoyance  from  excessive  development  of  vegetable  growth  is 
met  with.  Moving  waters  are  free  from  this  trouble.  It  seems  a 
not  unreasonable  explanation  of  the  fact  that  an  excessive  growth 
of  algie  is  sometimes  stopped  by  continuous  aeration  to  attribute 
it  to  the  agitation  of  the  water. 

The  most  rapid  means  of  aerating  water  are,  first,  by  pumping  air 
into  it  under  pressure,  the  excess  of  air  escaping  when  the  pressure 
is  removed ;  second,  by  breaking  it  into  spray  by  providing  a  series 
of  falls,  or  by  means  of  a  fountain  jet,  or,  third,  by  a  fall  in  a  pipe 
of  similar  construction  to  an  injector.  But  these  violent  methods  of 
supplying  oxygen  are  not  necessary  if  there  is  circulation  in  the 
water  of  a  pond  or  reservoir  whereby  all  the  water  in  turn  is  exposed 
on  the  surface  to  the  atmosphere. 

On  the  advent  of  warm  weather  in  the  spring  of  the  year  the 
water  of  any  ponds  over  twenty  feet  deep  may  become  stagnant  at 
the  bottom,  and  if  the  water  contains  decomposable  organic  matter 
the  oxygen  in  solution  is  soon  consumed  and  no  more  can  be 
obtained  from  the  atmosphere.  Under  these  conditions  this  stag- 
nant layer  becomes  very  foul  from  putrefaction.  This  matter  has 
been  very  fully  studied  in  the  case  of  Jamaica  Pond,  Boston,  and  is 
described  in  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  the  Exami- 
nation of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  and  also  in  the  previous  chapter  of 
this  report. 

But  the  water  in  the  stagnant  layer  does  not  become  foul  unless 
there  is  decomposable  organic  matter  present.  Thus,  in  Basin  4  of 
the  Boston  Water  Works,  which  was  carefully  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  water  by  the  removal  of  all  soil  and  vegetable 
matter,  and  is  supplied  with  a  brown  swampy  water  from  a  water- 
shed almost  entirely  free  from  population,  the  water  is  good  at  a 
depth  of  forty  feet,  because  the  water  contains  very  little  organic 
matter  with  a  tendency  to  decomposition. 

The  water  \%  permanently  stagnant  during  the  summer  months  only 
below  a  depth  of  about  twenty  feet,  because  it  is  turned  over  by 
strong  winds  to  this  depth  in  ponds  of  100  to  200  acres  area.  But 
water  may  be  temporarily  stagnant  at  a  less  depth  in  the  absence  of 
strong  winds.  In  some  ponds  we  have  found  oxygen  to  be  absent 
at  the  depth  of  ten  feet,  and  the  water  to  contain  nuuh  free  ammonia 
and  other  products  of  decomposition  which  were  abi^ent  in  the  layers 
nearer  the  surface. 
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In  cases  where  it  would  be  possible  to  bring  about  a  circu- 
lation of  an  entire  body  of  water  during  the  warmer  months,  so  that 
the  lower  layers  would  be  brought  to  the  surface  and  stagnation 
prevented,  we  would  have  effective  aeration  of  the  water  with  the 
prevention  of  the  accumulation  of  products  of  decomposition. 

In  the  case  of  ground  water  it  is  now  well  understood  that  the 
more  directly  from  the  ground  it  is  supplied  to  the  consumer  the 
more  acceptable  it  is.  It  needs  no  aeration.  In  fact,  its  storage  in 
open  reservoirs  results  often  in  the  conversion  of  a  cool,  clear, 
palatable  water  into  one  which  is  repulsive  to  sight,  taste  and  smell. 

There  is,  however,  one  class  of  ground  waters,  not  infrequently 
met  with,  which  are  only  fit  to  use  after  they  have  been  exposed  to 
the  air :  namely,  waters  which  contain  considerable  iron  in  solution 
in  the  form  of  protoxide.  These  waters  deposit  iron  oxide  on  stand- 
ing, owing  to  their  absorption  of  oxygen  from  the  air.  Aeration  in 
connection  with  settling  basins  or  filter  beds  might  make  waters  of 
this  class  available  for  general  use. 

To  resume :  — 

1.  The  oxidation  of  organic  matter  in  water  is  not  hastened  by 
vigorous  agitation  with  air  or  by  air  under  pressure. 

2.  The  aeration  of  water  may  serve  a  useful  purpose,  by  prevent- 
ing stagnation,  by  preventing  the  excessive  growth  of  alga>,  by 
removing  from  water  disagreeable  gases,  and  by  the  oxidation  of 
iron  in  solution. 


THE  MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER. 


By  GARY  N.  CALKINS, 

ASSISTANT  BIOLOGIST  OF  THE  BOARD. 


THE  MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATEE. 


In  the  special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  investigations  con- 
ducted at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  on  the  purification  of 
sewage  and  water,  Professor  Sedgwick,  Biologist  of  the  Board,  has 
given  an  historical  account  of  the  various  methods  hitherto  employed 
for  the  microscopical  examination  of  potable  water,  and  has 
described  an  entirely  new  method  introduced  by  himself  for  the 
work  of  the  Board,  and  afterwards  much  improved  by  George  W. 
Rafter,  C.  E.,  of  Bochester,  New  York.* 

This  method,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Sedgwick-Rafter 
method,  has  been  constantly  employed  in  the  regular  examinations 
of  the  drinking  waters  of  Massachusetts  for  the  State  Board  of 
Health  since  Nov.  6,  1890.  By  its  aid  and  under  the  super- 
vision of  Professor  Sedgwick  I  have  made  more  than  3,000  exami- 
nations of  potable  waters,  my  whole  time  having  been  given  to  this 
branch  of  the  biological  work. 

In  the  present  paper  I  propose,  first,  to  describe  the  method  in 
detail  —  for  it  is  still  comparatively  unknown  —  and  to  suggest 
certain  improvements ;  and,  second,  to  consider  at  some  length  the 
possible  sources  of  error  which  its  use  may  involve.  I  desire  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  throughout  to  Professor  Sedgwick. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  at  the  outset  that  the  microscopical 
examination  of  water  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  smallestTforms  of 
aquatic  life  (the  bacteria)  or  with  the  largest  forms  (such  as  fishes, 
frogs,  pond-lilies,  etc.).  For  detecting  and  counting  the  bacteria 
special  methods,  known  as  <*  cultures,"  are  indispensable.  For 
recognizing  the  larger  fomis  the  naked  eye  is  sufiicient.     Between 

♦  W.  T.  Sedfficick.  Recent  Progress  in  Biological  Water  Analysis.  Journal  of  the  New 
England  Water  Works  Association,  September,  1889. 

George  \V.  Rafter.  C  E,  The  Biological  Examination  of  Potable  Water.  Proceedings, 
Rochester  Academy  of  Sciences,  1890.   Rochester,  New  York. 

W,  T.  Sedfftcick.  Report  of  the  Biological  Work  of  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station. 
Special  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health  on  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and 
Water,  1890. 
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these  limits,  however,  there  is  a  vast  host  of  minute  plants  and 
animals,  nearly  or  quite  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  yet  readily 
studied  (as  bacteria  are  not)  by  the  aid  of  microscopes  of  ordinary 
power.  These  forms  abound  in  lakes  and  ponds,  in  open  reservoirs 
and  in  rivers. 

To  distinguish  them  from  the  bacterial  organisms,  which  cannot  so 
satisfactorily  be  studied  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope  alone.  Profes- 
sor Sedgwick  has  proposed  that  they  be  called  the  Microscopical 
Organisms^  the  whole  group  of  small  or  micro-organisms  being 
sub-divided  and  defined  as  follows  :  — 

Microscopical  Organisms 
Not  requiring  special  **  cultures." 
Easily  studied  with  the  microscope. 
Microscopic  in  size  or  slightly  larger. 
Plants  or  animals 


Micro-  Organisms  • 
Organisms,  either  plants  or  animals, 
invisible  or  barely  visible  to  the 
naked  eye. 


Bacterial  Organisms 
Requinng  special  cultures. 
Difficultly  studied  with  the  microscope. 
Microscopic  in  size. 
Plants. 


By  this  simple  and  natural  classification  all  of  the  lowest  plants 
and  animals  are  grouped  together  in  one  great  class,  viz.  :  the 
Micro-Organisms.  Most  of  these,  though  very  small,  are  still  easily 
studied  by  the  aid  of  the  compound  microscope.  The  members  of 
one  group  only,  the  bacteria,  are  so  extremely  minute  that  the 
microscope  fails  to  reveal  most  of  their  peculiarities.  The  micro- 
scopical organisms,  therefore,  include  all  of  the  lowest  animals  and, 
excepting  the  bacteria,  all  of  the  lowest  plants  ;  but  until  the  Sedg- 
wick-Rafler  method  was  devised  there  was  no  satisfactory  method 
for  the  collection,  enumeration  and  comparison  of  these  organisms 
in  different  specimens  of  water.  This  method,  originally  devised 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  work  of  the  Board,  though  by  no 
means  absolutely  perfect,  has  been  found  to  work  very  well. 

Detailed  Description  of  the  Sedgavick-Rafter  Method  for 
THE  Microscopical  Examination  of  Drinking  Waters. 

The  method  consists,  first,  in  the  concentration  of  all  the  organisms 
(except  the  bacteria)  in  a  measured  quantity  of  the  water  to  be  ex- 
amined by  its  filtration  through  sand  upon  which  the  organisms 
are  detained ;    second,  in  the  separation  of  the  organisms  from  the 

•  See  Report  of  Prof.  Sedgwick  cited  above,  page  797. 
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sand  by  agitation  in  a  small  and  known  yolume  of  distilled  water, 
followed  by  rapid  decantation;  third,  in  the  microscopical  examina- 
tion  of  a  measured  part  of  the  decanted  fluid  in  which  the  organisms 
are  suspended  ;  and,  Anally,  from  the  results  of  this  examination,  an 
estimation  of  the  total  number  and  kinds  of  organisms  present. 

In  the  routine  work  of  the  Board  the  measured  quantity  taken  for 
examination  is  usually  500  cubic  centimeters.  This  amount  is  with- 
drawn before  any  water  is  taken  from  the  bottle  for  other  purposes 
from  the  large  four-liter  bottles  in  which  samples  of  water  from 
the  several  public  water  supplies  of  the  State  regularly  arrive  for 
analysis.  Before  withdrawing  the  500  cubic  centimeters,  more- 
over, the  bottle  is  thoroughly  agitated  in  order  to  dislodge  any 
sediment  from  the  bottom,  and  to  obtain  a  uniform  mixture  of  the 
organisms  and  water. 

The  microscopical  examination  is  then  conducted  as  follows :  The 
tube  of  an  ordinary  six-inch  glass  funnel  is  plugged  by  a  perforated 
rubber  stopper,  over  the  upper  (smaller)  end  of  which  has  been  laid 
a  circular  piece  of  fine  silk  bolting-cloth,  cut  out  by  a  wad-cutter. 
The  stopper  should  flare  but  little,  and  its  smaller  end  should  tightly 
fit  the  funnel  stem,  leaving  no  space  between  the  glass  and  the  rubber. 
Over  the  hole  in  the  stopper  lies  the  bolting  cloth,  which,  if  laid 
upon  the  stopper  and  moistened,  before  the  latter  is  inserted  into  the 
funnel  tube,  will  adhere  to  it  and  form  an  excellent  sieve-like  sup- 
port for  the  sand  afterwards  to  be  poured  in  from  above.  Quartz 
sand,  sharp,  dry  and  thoroughly  clean,  is  used  for  the  filtering 
materia],  and  enough  is  taken  at  each  time  to  fill  the  tube  of 
the  funnel  to  a  depth  of  about  one-half  an  inch  above  the 
plug.  The  sand  should  be  fine  enough  to  pass  through  a  brass 
scive  having  60  meshes  to  an  inch,  but  not  through  one  having 
120  meshes  to  an  inch.  It  is  washed  into  position  and  saturated 
with  a  small  amount  of  distilled  water  from  a  wash-bottle,  special 
care  being  taken  that  the  distilled  water  used  is  fresh  and  free  from 
organisms.  By  this  previous  saturation  air-bubbles  in  the  sand  are 
avoided.  The  funnel  thus  stoppered  with  a  perforated  plug  and 
charged  with  sand  constitutes  the  filtering  apparatus  for  collecting 
and  concentrating  the  organisms. 

The  water  to  be  examined  is  now  thoroughly  shaken  and  poured  into 
the  funnel,  it  runs  through  the  sand  more  rapidly  at  first  than  later, 
when  the  filter  becomes  more  efficient  through  clogging  of  the  inter- 
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stices  between  the  surface  grains.  To  avoid  a  small  loss  of  organ- 
isms the  first  50  cubic  centimeters  of  the  filtrate  may  be  poured 
back  into  the  funnel  and  made  to  pass  through  the  filter  a  second 
time,  although  in  actual  practice  this  refinement  is  usually  omitted 
because  the  error  is  very  small. 

After  the  water  has  all  passed  through,  the  plug  is  carefully 
removed  and  the  sand,  with  whatever  organisms  have  been  detained, 
is  washed  down  into  a  test  tube  by  five  cubic  centimeters  of  distilled 
water  delivered  from  a  graduated  pipette.  By  a  rotary  motion  the 
contents  of  the  test  tube  are  thoroughly  agitated  and  the  organisms 
are  thus  freed  from  the  sand.  On  bringing  the  tube  to  rest,  the 
sand,  being  heavier,  quickly  settles  leaving  most  of  the  organisms 
for  an  instant  in  suspension.  The  supernatant  fluid  is  now  rapidly 
decanted  into  a  second  test  tube,  and,  if  the  process  is  skillfully 
done,  carries  with  it  most  of  the  organisms,  but  leaves  the  sand 
behind.  Care  being  taken  to  secure  an  average  sample  from  about 
midway  between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  five  cubic  centimeters, 
one  cubic  centimeter  of  the  decanted  fluid  is  next  withdrawn  by  a 
pipette  and  transferred  to  the  counting  plate.  This  consists  of  an 
ordinary  glass  slide  upon  which  has  been  cemented  a  rectangular 
brass  border  (20  x  50  millimeters),  enclosing  an  area  of  exactly  one 
thousand  square  millimeters.  This  open  chamber  is  next  covered 
by  a  piece  of  thin  glass,  and,  if  the  brass  border  is  exactly  one  milli- 
meter in  height,  must  contain  exactly  one  cubic  centimeter.  As 
the  brass  border  is  cemented  to  the  slide  the  chamber  usually  con- 
tains slightly  more  than  this  and  a  small  bubble  of  air  may,  after 
covering,  sometimes  remain  in  the  chamber ;  but  if  thin  cement  has 
been  used  and  if  all  precautions  be  taken,  the  chamber  may  be  made 
to  contain  almost  exactly  one  cubic  centimeter. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  from  the  very  beginning  to  secure 
average  samples  and  at  the  end  to  obtain  an  even  distribution  of  the 
organisms  upon  the  counting  plate.  I  have  found  that  the  latter 
may  be  obtained  by  proper  arrangement  of  the  cover  glass.  The 
glass  is  laid  diagonally  over  the  cell  in  such  a  manner  that  an  open- 
ing about  four  millimeters  wide  is  left  in  a  corner  at  one  end.  At 
the  corner  opposite  there  is  a  small  opening  for  the  escape  of  air. 
The  sample  to  be  examined  issues  from  the  pipette  into  the  larger 
opening  and  by  capillary  action  completely  fills  the  cell,  and  gives 
an  even  distribution  of  the  organisms  contained  in  it. 
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The  counting  chamber,  having  been  filled  with  the  sample  to  be 
examined,  must  obviously  contain  one  cubic  centimeter  of  the 
decanted  fluid,  in  which  there  must  be  one-fifth  of  the  total  number 
of  organisms  separated  by  filtration  from  the  original  sample ;  so 
if  500  cubic  centimeters,  for  example,  were  originally  taken,  the 
contents  of  100  cubic  centimeters  are  now  ready  for  inspection 
within  the  counting  chamber.  We  may,  therefore,  at  our  conven- 
ience, examine  qualitatively  the  organisms  present,  using  a  compara- 
tively low  power,  e.  g.y  the  B  or  C  objective  of  Zeiss. 

To  make  the  examination  quantitative  it  is  only  necessary  to  place 
in  the  ocular  of  the  microscope  a  unit  measure  of  the  area  of  the 
counting  plate.  This  is  readily  effected  by  placing  upon  the 
diaphragm  of  the  eye-piece  an  ocular  micrometer  consisting  of  a- 
glass  disc  upon  which  is  marked  a  square  of  such  size  that  it  can  be 
adapted,  with  the  objective  used,  to  cover  exactly  one  square  milli- 
meter of  the  counting  plate.  In  order  to  exclude  all  objects  not 
falling  within  the  square  millimeter  to  be  examined,  the  disc,  if  it  is 
preferred,  may  be  blackened  outside  the  ruled  square.  The  square 
alone  answers  very  well,  and  was  used  for  a  long  time;  after- 
wards it  was  subdivided  by  two  fine  lines  into  four  smaller  squares, 
and  more  recently  it  has  been  still  further  subdivided  with  advan- 
tage. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  this  ocular  square  must  be 
carefully  standardized  for  diflferent  powers.  Having  thus  standard, 
ized  it,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remember  that  the  field  or  aperture 
of  the  ocular  diaphragm  corresponds  to  an  area  of  one  square  milli- 
meter and  also  covers  a  volume  of  one  cubic  millimeter  upon  the 
counting  plate. 

If  the  contents  of  this  cubic  millimeter  be  noted,  and  other 
portions  of  the  plate  be  similarly  examined,  we  are  obviously  able 
to  arrive  at  an  approximately  accurate  idea  of  the  kinds  and  num- 
bers of  microscopical  organisms  before  us ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the 
plate  contains  1,000  cubic  millimeters,  it  is  clearly  impracticable  to 
count,  or  even  to  scrutinize,  the  contents  of  all  of  these.  In  prac- 
tice, only  20  *'  fields,"  or  cubic  millimeters,  are  ordinarily  examined, 
i.  e.,  one-fiflieth  of  the  whole  number.  This  means  that  if  500  cubic 
centimeters  were  originally  taken,  and  one-fifth  of  all  the  organisms 
in  the  original  measured  quantity  is  before  us  on  the  counting  plate, 
evenly  distributed  throughout  1,000  cubic  millimeters,  we  might,  if 
time  allowed,  actually  examine  the  contents  of  every  one  of  these. 
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Practically,  however,  it  suffices  to  examine  20  representative  cubic 
millimeters,  which,  indeed,  correspond  to  only  2  cubic  centimeters  of 
the  original  500.  If,  however,  the  20  fields  actually  examined 
fairly  represent,  as  they  should,  the  whole  1,000  before  us,  it  is 
evident  that  by  the  examination  of  20  representative  fields  we  have 
obtained  an  approximately  accurate  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
100  of  the  original  500  cubic  centimeters.  Furthermore,  inasmuch 
as  the  original  measured  quantity  must  have  had  the  organisms 
which  it  contained  tolerably  evenly  distributed  within  it,  we  may 
reasonably  suppose  that  what  is  true  of  one-fifth  must  be  equally 
true  of  the  other  four-fifths.  In  other  words,  if  the  whole  contents 
be  concentrated,  and  of  these  one-fifth  taken  at  random  be  examined 
in  thousandths  by  20  separate,  but  representative,  examinations,  we 
shall  have  an  approximately,  though  not  an  absolutely,  exact  knowl- 
edge of  the  amount  and  the  nature  of  the  original  contents.  It 
clearly  becomes  important  that  the  twenty  squares  actually  ex- 
amined should  l>e  representative ;  and  to  this  end  it  is  necessary 
to  resort  to  special  precautions.  Mr.  Rafter  (loc.  cit.)  employs  for 
the  purpose  a  simple  mechanical  stage.  I  have  found  it  sufiicient, 
however,  to  examine  successively  different  fields  systematically 
taken  from  left  to  right  and  from  top  to  bottom,  or  vice  versa. 

For  recording  the  results  in  the  laboratory  the  accompanying  blank 
form  has  been  found  useful,  and,  to  give  an  example,  it  has  been 
filled  out  with  an  ordinary  analysis  of  water  from  Springfield.  The 
written  matter  upon  the  original  form  is  printed  in  italics. 

A  record  sheet  is  also  given  upon  which  are  reported  the  results 
of  the  examinations  made  during  each  week.  To  show  how  this  is 
used  I  have  filled  one  of  the  columns  with  the  results  of  the  exami- 
nation of  Springfield  water  as  already  given  on  the  specimen  labora- 
tory sheet. 

System  of  Enumeration. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  determine  the  best 
system  to  adopt  in  enumerating  microscopical  organisms.  Some 
of  these  occur  as  one-celled  individuals,  others  as  many-celled 
individuals,  others  as  collections  of  cells  united  into  filaments  w  hich 
may  be  either  long  or  short,  and  still  others  as  collections  of 
individuals  united  into  colonies  which  may  be  either  large  or  small. 
The  problem  to  be  solved  is  how  l)est  to  enumerate  these  difierent 
kinds  and  forms  so  as  to  have  results  which  shall  be  comparable.     We 
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may  have,  for  example,  1,000  colonies  of  Syniira  in  one  sample,  or 
at  one  time,  in  wliich  the  average  number  of  individuals  to  a  colony 
is  10,  and  1,000  colonies  in  another  sample,  or  at  another  time,  in 
which  the  average  number  per  colony  is  8.  The  results,  though 
equal  on  the  report  sheet,  obviously  give  imperfect  ideas  of  the 
actual  numbers  of  organisms  and  the  totjil  quantity  of  organic  matter. 
In  one  case  there  would  be  10,000  individual  organisms  and  in  the 
other  only  8,000.  Again,  Anabcena  is  enumerated  as  a  filament. 
In  one  sample  the  average  number  of  cells  to  a  filament  may  be  20, 
and  in  another  sample  only  10.  If  500  filaments  be  counted  in  each 
case,  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that,  in  equal  volumes  of  water, 
the  first  sample  contains  twice  as  much  Anabcena  substance  as  the 
second. 

In  an  ideal  method  of  counting,  all  cells  should  be  enumerated, 
since  these  are  the  ultimate  morphological  and  physiological  units ; 
but  in  practice  this  is  impossible,  and  certain  organisms  or  groups 
must  bo  enumerated  as  aggregates  of  cells  (e.  </.,  some  Infusoria  such 
as  UroglenUy  and  some  Algjv  such  as  Sorastrurriy  Coelastrum  and 
Pediastrum).  This  is  allowable,  of  course,  when  the  forms  and 
sizes  of  the  organisms  are  invariable,  for  in  that  case  the  results 
must  always  be  comparable. 

The  following  is  the  system  in  use  at  present,  which  has  been 
found  to  work  very  well.  It  is,  however,  the  result  of  numerous 
experiments,  and  represents  in  a  measure  the  provisional  work  by 
which  a  method  for  the  microscopical  examination  of  potable  waters 
was  step  by  step  elaborated. 

Present  SyMem  of  Enumeration. 
In  the  following  the  individual  is  taken  as  the  unit :  — 


All  Diatoms 

All  Desmids. 

All  Rhizopods. 

All     Vermes,     except     ConochUus 

volvox. 
All  Crustacea, 
All  Infusoria,  except  Synura,  Uvella 

and  Uroglena  volvox 
(■haraciutn. 
Chlorococcus. 
Chroo  coccus. 


Dictyosph<zr%tim» 

Eudorina. 

Ophiocytium. 

Pandorina. 

Protococcus, 

Raphidinm, 

Saccharofnyces. 

Scencdcsmus. 

Spirulina. 

Zoospores. 
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In  the  following  the  jilament  is  the  unit :  — 


Anabcena. 

BeggicUoa. 

Bulhochceta. 

Cladophora, 

Cladolhrix. 

Conferva. 

Orenothrix. 

Cylindrospermum, 

Drapamaldia, 


Leptothrix. 

Nostoc, 

(Eodogonium, 

06cystis. 

Oscillaria, 

Bivularia. 

SpirogyrcL 

Ulothrix. 

Zygjiema, 


In  the  following  the  thallus  is  the  unit :  — 


Aphanocapsa. 

Clathrocystis, 

Coelosphceritnn, 

QliBocapsa. 

Qloeocystis, 


Merismopedia, 
Micrococcus, 
Microcystis, 
Zodglosa* 


In  the  following  the  colony  is  the  unit :  — 


Botrycoccus, 

Conochilus  volvox. 

Qonium, 

Palmella, 

Pediastrum, 

Pleurococcus. 

Sorastrum. 


StaurogenicL 

Synura. 

Tetraspora, 

Uroglena  volvox, 

Uvella. 

Volvox. 


It  wmII  be  seen  from  this  list  that  some  genera  of  filamentous 
forms  are  enumerated  according  to  the  number  of  individual  cells. 
This  is  the  case  with  Melosira^  JFragtlaria,  Striatella  and  Gram- 
matophora  (diatoms)  ;  Bambiistna,  Desmidium^  Hyalotheca  and 
Sphoerozosma  (desmids).  These  forms,  however,  are  comparatively 
rare  and  their  enumeration  is  relatively  of  less  consequence  than 
that  of  the  more  important  and  common  forms  of  filamentous 
plants  which  are  counted  as  filaments;  such  forms  are  Anabcena 
and  the  other  filamentous  blue-green  varieties.  Some  organisms 
which  form  colonies  are  counted  as  individuals  while  others  are 
counted  as  colonies. 

As  has  been  intimated  already  this  system  of  enumeration,  adopted 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  work,  has  answered  very  well  and  has  given 
valuable  and  entirely  comparable  results.  With  the  large  numbers 
of  waters  to  be  examined  it  has  been  found  necessary,  however,  not 


^  ZoOgloea  is  enamerated  bj  waitB  of  area  each  of  which  is  equal  to  2,500  square  microns  or 
MM  eqnare  millimeten. 
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only  to  limit  the  number  of  cubic  millimeters  actually  examined 
upon  the  counting  plate  but  also  to  disregard  interesting  problems, 
such  as  the  differences  in  size  or  mass  of  different  individuals  of  the 
same  species,  or  of  individuals  of  different  species  or  genera.  More- 
over, in  order  to  secure  the  immediate  practical  results  for  which 
the  work  was  instituted,  relative  were  oft^n  more  useful  than  absolute 
results.  Thus  it  has  come  to  pass  that  modifications  which  experi- 
ence has  shown  to  be  useful  in  the  system  of  enumeration  might  well 
be  adopted  in  undertaking  an  entirely  new  set  of  investigations,  or 
for  purely  scientific  purposes,  but  of  more  doubtful  value  in  work 
already  well  advanced  or  work  in  which  comparable  and  relatively 
accurate  are  of  more  importance  than  absolutely  accurate  results. 
For  new  work,  or  for  work  intended,  for  example,  to  ascertain  the 
approximate  amount  of  organic  matter  present  in  the  form  of  micro- 
scopical organisms,  I  should  recommend  a  system  of  enumeration 
based  upon  totality,  area  and  length,  instead  of  the  arbitrary  use  of 
the  biologically  inexact  term,  an  *'  individual."*  But  it  is  obvious 
that  even  this  system  would  fail  to  give  precise  quantitative  results. 
Neglecting  such  questions  as  specific  gravity  or  density  we  even  fail 
to  obtain  specific  volumes ;  and  this  must  continue  to  be  the  case  so 
long  as  individuals  vary  in  size,  colonies  in  depth,  and  filaments  in 
diameter. 

Sources  of  Error  in  the  Sedgwick-Rafter  Method. 

A.     Errors  in  collecting  Samjiles  to  be  Examined. 

The  results  of  microscopical  examinations  of  water  to  have  the 
greatest  value  should  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  other  information. 
In  a  given  sample  of  water  collected  and  sent  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination  we  find  only  the  organisms  suspended  in  the  reservoir 
or  other  source^  Filamentous  algas  with  various  forms  of  life 
attached  to  them  do  not,  as  a  rule,  come  to  our  notice  in  such 
samples,  for  these  organisms  are  attached  to  rocks  or  to  the  bottom 
in  shallow  portions  of  the  water,  or  Hoat  in  conspicuous  isolated 
masses  which  are  avoided  by  the  collector  of  water  samples.  I 
have  found  Zygnemacea^  abundant  on  the  edges  of  reservoirs  in 


*  There  sltould  l>c  three  units  in  this  proposed  system,  one  of  mass,  one  of  area  and  one  of 
lencth.  Individual  cells  such  ah  Diatomactic  and  Dcsmidigc,  fixed  a^pre^aU^s  of  cells  Mich  as 
Volvocinca'  and  many  Protococcoitlea?,  and  individuals  such  as  UhiznpiKla,  Crustacea,  Vermes, 
etc.,  are  all  enumerated  as  units  of  mass.  Atf^tre^ations  composed  of  celN  so  minute  tlmt  it  is 
Impracticable  to  distinguish  them  are  enumerated  by  units  of  area  or  by  units  of  length. 
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different  parts  of  the  State  with  no  sign  of  them  whatever  in  the  reg- 
ular samples  collected  and  sent  at  the  same  time  to  the  laboratory. 
The  sides  and  bottoms  of  reservoirs,  etc.,  and  the  plants  there 
growing  are  the  homes  of  many  low  forms  of  life,  and  a  failure 
to  make  allowance  for  their  existence  may  cause  grave  misinterpre- 
tation of  the  biological  conditions  of  the  water  supply  in  which  they 
dwell. 

The  place  at  which  a  sample  is  taken  may  make  a  great  difference 
in  the  number  of  organisms  present,  for  it  may  be  taken  at  different 
points  upon  the  system  or  from  a  pipe  which  has  been  but  little 
used.  A  heavy  rainfall  may  also  disturb  the  usual  conditions  of  the 
water ;  or  the  sample  may  be  taken  at  one  time  when  the  sky  has 
long  been  clouded  over,  while  the  next  sample  from  the  same  place 
may  be  taken  after  days  of  bright  sunshine.  Winds,  also,  materially 
influence  the  distribution  of  microscopical  organisms  in  reservoirs, 
etc.,  while  the  constant  outflow  at  that  point  brings  towards  the 
gate-house  and  tends  to  accumulate  there  an  excess  of  the  ordinary 
floating  forms.  All  of  these  are  initial  sources  of  error  of  collection 
which  may  exist  no  matter  what  method  of  concentration  or  enumer- 
ation be  used,  and  they  all  influence  more  or  less  the  monthly  and 
yearly  sequence  of  organisms  actually  discovered  or  enumerated  in 
the  samples  submitted  to  the  microscopist. 

B.     En^ors  in  withdraicing  Samples  from  Bottles. 

In  the  regular  work  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachu- 
setts samples  of  water  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  in  large  four-liter 
bottles,  from  which  must  be  taken  different  portions  for  the  micro- 
scopical and  chemical  examination  of  the  different  substances  in  sus- 
pension and  in  solution.  Here  also  great  care  must  be  taken  to 
secure  an  average  sample  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle  for  micro- 
scopical examination.  Organisms  are  very  apt  to  arrange  themselves 
unevenly ;  some  rise  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  some  fall  to  the 
bottom  and  others  arrange  themselves  on  the  side  nearest  the  light, 
or  farthest  from  the  light. 

The  following  experiment  was  made,  in  order  to  learn  how  the 
examination  may  be  aflected  by  carelessness  in  withdrawing  the 
sample  from  the  bottle  Four  samples,  as  sent  in,  were  allowed  to 
stand  over  ni:»ht.  The  next  morning,  by  means  of  a  sij)hon,  portions 
were  carefully  drawn  off  from  near  the  surface  and  from  near  the 
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bottom  (columns  I  and  2).  The  columns  marked  3  show  the  i-esults 
of  examinations  of  portions  taken  from  the  same  bottles  after  the 
contents  had  been  thoroughly  agitated  and  mixed.  The  higher 
numbers  in  this  cohimn  are  probably  due  to  the  complete  dislodge- 
ment  and  thorough  distribution  of  the  sediment,  and  these  numbers, 
therefore,  are  nearer  the  truth. 
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Here,  and  throughout  the  entire  investigation,  in  order  to  avoid 
all  possible  bias,  no  results  were  worked  out  until  all  observations 
had  been  made  and  recorded.  It  is  interesting  to  observe,  in  pass- 
ing, that  these  results  serve  to  show  the  comparative  worthless- 
nes.s  of  the  older  methods  depending  upon  the  examination  of 
sediments  only. 
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Another  error  may  arise  if  the  biological  sample  is  not  taken  be- 
fore different  portions  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle  are  poured  off  for 
other  purposes,  as,  for  example,  for  some  determination  in  the  chem- 
ical examination,  for  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  shake  and  mix  the 
sample.  If  the  portions  for  chemical  examination  are  taken  out  tii*st, 
some  organisms,  chiefly  diatoms  and  the  heavier  algee,  may  have 
sunk  to  the  bottom  and  have  thus  become  concentrated  into  a  smaller 
residual  volume  of  water.  If  this  has  happened  the  enumeration  of 
organisms  afterwards  must  give  erroneous  results.  It  is  therefore 
safer  to  withdraw  the  portion  for  microscopical  examination  when 
the  samples  are  first  opened.  In  winter,  however,  the  samples  can- 
not be  filtered  until  they  have  acquired  the  temperature  of  the  room, 
for  cold  water  contains  more  dissolved  air  than  warm  water,  and 
hence  air  bubbles  are  formed  in  the  filter  if  the  sample  when  cold 
be  filtered  in  a  warm  room,  and  these  clog  the  filter  or  perhaps  stop 
it  altogether.  In  order  to  overcome  this  diflSculty  and  the  error 
just  alluded  to,  I  am  accustomed,  as  soon  as  the  bottles  arrive,  to 
withdraw  the  portions  for  microscopical  examination  into  liter  flasks, 
in  which  they  stand  until  they  have  acquired  the  tem[)erature  of  the 

laboratory. 

C.     Errors  in  Concentration. 

(1.)  The  slo[)ing  sides  of  a  glass  funnel  offer  a  surface  for  the 
settling  of  organisms,  and  the  error  arising  in  this  way  may  be  con- 
siderable. A  water  free  from  amorphous  matter  and  ZodgJcea  will 
filter  very  accurately,  but  a  water  containing  these  gives  opportu- 
nity for  error.  To  find  the  amount  of  this  error  several  samples  of 
water  have  been  examined,  some  free  from  Zodglcea,  others  having 
it  in  great  abundance.  After  filtering  500  cubic  centimeters  and 
collecting  the  suspended  matter  as  usual,  the  sides  of  the  funnel 
which  had  been  used  were  thoroughly  washed  with  distilled  water, 
which  was  then  filtered  as  before.  Obviously  this  experiment 
should  give  the  greater  part  of  the  residue  of  the  organisms  in  500 
cubic  centimeters  which  had  been  deposited  on  the  funnel  sides. 
In  the  case  of  waters  free  from  Zoogloea  the  error  never  exceeded 
0.8  per  cent,  but  it  rose  as  high  as  2.0  per  cent,  for  water  from  the 
Blackstone  River  in  which  Zooglcea  is  very  abundant.  This  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  jelly-like  character  of  the  Zodgloea  which  makes  it 
sticky,  and  to  the  fiict  that  while  adhering  to  the  funnel  sides  itself, 
it  also  retains  with  it  some  organisms.  In  all  cases,  however,  this 
error  can   bo  largely  avoided   by   passing  the  water  through  the 
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funnel  a  second  time  and  refiltering,  provided  the ,  Zodgloia  is  not 
allowed  to  dry  on  the  sides  of  the  funnel.  In  actual  practice  this  is 
not  done  because  the  error  is  usually  so  small. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  percentage  of  error  from 
this  source.  In  all  cases  the  figures  represent  the  number  of  organ- 
isms in  one  cubic  centimeter  of  the  sample. 


Table  II.  —  Showing  Error  caused  by  Organisms  adhering  to  Sides  of  Funnel, 
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Table  II. —  Concluded. 
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0 

0 
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1.5 
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1,126 
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.09 
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1 

.10 

15,854 

48 

.80 

It  is  seen  from  this  table  that  in  only  two  cases  out  of  the  eight, 
does  the  error  for  the  total  organisms  rise  above  one  per  cent.  The 
final  column  shows  the  error  per  cent,  for  all  groups  of  organisms 
for  eight  cases.  The  error,  0.3  percent.,  is  so  small  that  for  all 
practical  purposes  it  may  be  disregarded. 

(2.)  Another  and  greater  source  of  error  exists  when  the  attempt 
is  made  to  separate  the  organisms  from  the  sand,  by  agitating  the 
sand  with  distilled  water  in  one  test  tube  and  decanting  the  super- 
natant liquid  as  promptly  as  possible  into  another  tube.  Some  of 
the  organisms  necessarily  remain  with  the  sand.  For  convenience, 
the  error  arising  in  this  way  will  be  called  the  **  decantation"  error. 

In  the  experiments  to  determine  the  amount  of  this  error  the 
residual  sand  was  washed  thoroughly  a  second  time  with  five  cubic 
centimeters  of  fresh  distilled  water,  in  order  to  get  what  organisms 
might  have  been  left  after  the  first  decanting.  After  carefully 
agitating  the  sand  in  this  fresh  w^ater  to  detach  the  organisms,  the 
liquid  was  decanted  into  a  second  test  tube  as  before.  Of  this  liquid 
one  cubic  centimeter  was  examined  and  the  organisms  found  were 
taken  to  represent  the  **  decantation  "  error. 
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Table  III.  —  Showing  the  DecanttUion  Error. 
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Table  lll—Ctmlinued. 
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Table  Hl.—  Oonlinued. 
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From  the  table  it  is  seen  that  there  is  always  an  error  for  Diato- 
maccjis  since  they  occur  in  each  of  the  18  samples.  Alga*,  although 
present  in  all  of  the  18  cases,  occur  in  the  error  column  in  11 
cases  only.  Cyanophyceae  were  present  in  17  cases  but  in  the  error 
column  in  12  cases  only.  Fungi  were  present  in  all  18  cases  and 
in  the  error  column  in  16  cases.  Infusoria,  Rhizopoda,  Vermes 
and  other  objects  were  present  in  17,  13,  11  and  12  cases  respec- 
tively, but  in  the  error  column  they  were  found  in  9,  4,  4  and  1 
cases  respectively.  From  the  table  we  can  see  at  a  glance  where 
the  decantation  error  chiefly  falls.  It  is  largely  among  the  heavier 
organisms,  such  as  Diatomaceae,  which  is  what  we  might  expect,  for 
diatoms,  being  coated  with  silicious  shells,  must  have  a  greater 
specific  gravity  than  Algro  and  other  forms.  The  error  is  prol)ably 
due  to  the  fact  thit  some  of  these  organisms  settle  quickly  to  the 
bottom  of  the  test  tube,  with  the  sand,  before  they  can  be  decanted 
with  the  supernatant  liquid  into  the  second  test  tube. 

The  percentages  of  the  total  error  for  all  organisms  obtained  by 
averaging  percentages  are  printed  in  the  last  column,  and  7.53  per 
cent,  is  the  average  error  due  to  failure  in  securing  all  the  organisms 
when  the  first  five  cubic  centimeters  are  decanted  into  the  second 
test  tube. 

The  decantation  error  may  be  partly  overcome  by  allowing  the 
decanted  water  containing  the  organisms  to  stand  for  a  time  until 
they  have  mostly  settled  to  the  bottcmi  of  the  test  tube,  the  clear 
portion  of  the  liquid  being  then  poured  back  into  the  first  test  tube 
and  the  sand  thoroughly  washed  with  it  a  second  time.  The  error 
is  an  important  one  in  spite  of  this  precaution.  I  have  tried  other 
means  of  avoidin<j:  it  but  the  resultin<j  error  is  still  considerable. 
Another  way  is  to  wash  the  sand  a  second  time  with  five  cubic  centi- 
meters of  fresh  distilled  water,  as  in  the  experiments  which  have  just 
been  described,  count  as  before,  and  add  the  results  thus  obtained  to 
the  first  results.  In  practice  this  refinement  is  omitted  because  of 
the  time  required. 

(3.)  One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  method  has  thus 
far  not  been  mentioned.  This  is  the  filter  proper.  A  good  filter 
cannot  be  made  by  pouring  a  quantity  of  sand,  regardless  of  its 
size  or  condition,  into  a  funnel.  If  the  sand  is  too  coarse,  it  will  not 
detain  the  organisms  ;  if  too  fine,  it  will  not  settle  to  the  bottom  of  the 
test  tube  much  sooner  than  the  organisms  and  much  of  it  will  be  poured 
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over  into  the  second  test  tube  with  them,  thus  nullifying  one  of  the 
most  important  features  of  the  method,  /.  e. ,  the  getting  rid  of  the 
sand.  In  the  work  of  the  ^ard,  clean  white  quartz  sand  known 
as  Berkshire  is  used. 

In  order  to  test  the  filtering  eflSciency  of  different  sizes  of  this 
Berkshire  sand  a  series  of  experiments  was  undertaken,  the  results 
of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table.  By  "  size  of  sand  40-60  " 
is  meant  that  size  of  sand  which  passes  through  a  brass  sieve  having 
40  meshes  to  the  inch,  but  which  does  not  pass  through  one  having 
60  meshes  to  the  inch.  The  experiments  were  duplicated  for  each 
size  of  sand. 

To  make  the  experiment  conclusive  distilled  water  was  used,  to 
which  had  been  added  common  yeast  containing  some  starch  grains. 
Yeast  was  used  because  its  cells  are  smaller  than  any  of  the  micro- 
scopical organisms  found  in  Massachusetts  drinking  waters.  If  the 
sand  retains  yeast  cells  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  it  will  retain  larger 
forms  as  well.  The  number  of  cells  which  had  passed  through  the 
^sand  filter  was  found  by  refiltering  the  effluent  through  the  very 
finest  sand  (finer  than  140)  and  examining  by  direct  inspection  of 
the  sand,  according  to  the  original  Sedgwick  method.  In  this  method 
a  very  small  amount  of  sand  is  used,  and,  after  filtration,  sand 
and  organisms  are  washed  into  the  counting  chamber  where  20  fields 
are  examined.  (Report  on  the  Biological  Work  of  the  Lawrence 
Experiment  Station,  loc.  cit,  page  806.) 

The  decantation  error  or  error  due  to  organisms  remaining  in  the 
sand  after  decanting  is  determined  as  before,  by  washing  the  sand 
with  a  second  five  cubic  centimeters  of  distilled  water.  The  efficiency 
of  the  dillerent  sands  is  found  by  adding  together  the  percentages 
of  yeast  or  starch  observed  by  the  usual  method,  and  the  percentage 
of  the  decantation  error. 
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Table  IV.—  Showing  the  Filtering  Efficiency  of  Different  Si2M  of  Sand  for 

i'eiisl  Celh  and  Slurc/i  Oraint. 
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Table  IV  —  Showing  the  Filtering  Efficiency  of  Different  Size*  of  Band  for 
Yea»l  Cells  and   :ilarcli  Urains      Concluded. 
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From  this  series  it  is  seen  that  the  efficiency  increases  as  the 
size  of  sand  diminishes,  and  that  sand  which  passes  through  a  sieve 
of  60  meshes  to  the  inch  but  not  through  one  with  120  meshes  to 
the  inch  is  the  most  efficient  of  those  used.  The  efficiency  for 
starch  is  greater  (98.8  per  cent,  for  the  finest  sand)  and  the  difier- 
ence  between  the  sands  for  starch  is  not  so  marked  as  in  the  case  of 
the  yeast,  because  of  the  comparatively  large  size  of  starch  grains.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  percentage  of  yeast  observed  by  the  usual 
method  is  greater  for  the  sand  80-100  than  for  the  sand  60-120, 
because  of  the  large  decantation  error  in  the  latter  case  (25  per  cent, 
for  yeast  and  18  per  cent,  for  starch).  This  decantation  error 
remains  otherwise  about  the  same  for  all  sizes  of  sand,  and  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  the  large  percentage  in  this  particular  case.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  find  as  great  an  error  from  this  cause  with 
this  sand  at  any  other  time  ;  and  Table  III.  shows  that  the  average 
decantation  error  for  total  organisms  is  only  7.53  per  cent,  for  the 
same  size  of  sand  which  has  been  used  since  March  1,  1891.  This 
60-120  sand  is  composed  of  sand  of  dififerent  sizes,  in  the  following 
proportions  :  60-^0,  39  per  cent,  by  weight;  80-100,  34  per  cent; 
and  100-120,  27  per  cent. 

A  Comparison  op  Two  Different  Portions  op  the  Same  Water 

EXAMINED  successively  BY  THE  Se DO WICK-R AFTER  MeTHOD. 

A  valuable  and  practical  test  of  the  method  consists  in  the  com- 
parison of  the  ^results  of  examinations  of  two  different  cubic  centi- 
meters out  of  the  five,  and  also  of  two  different  portions  of  the 
same  water  under  precisely  the  same  conditions. 

The  following  experiment  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring the  results  of  separate  examinations  of  two  cubic  centimeters 
of  the  five.  The  two  portions  were  withdrawn  from  the  test  tube 
one  after  the  other  and  examined.  The  results  are  shown  in  the 
following  table,  in  which  the  figures  represent  the  number  of  organ- 
isms in  one  cubic  centimeter  of  the  original  sample. 
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Table  V.  —  Showing  the  Variation  in  Numbers  of  Organisms  Observed  in  Tmo 

Different  Cubic  Centimeters  out  of  the  Five. 
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These  portions  were  examined  independently  of  each  other  and 
the  results  were  not  known  until  this  entire  investigation  was  com- 
pleted. It  will  be  noticed  that  the  totals  are  higher  for  the  second 
cubic  centimeter  examined,  in  every  case.  This  increase  in  totals 
may  probably  be  explained  as  follows :  the  one  cubic  centimeter 
taken  for  examination  is  usually  withdrawn  from  about  midway 
between  top  and  bottom  of  the  five  cubic  centimeters  of  decanted 
liquid  after  this  has  been  thoroughly  shaken.  In  the  time  elapsing 
between  shaking  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  one  cubic  centimeter  for 
examination,  the  organisms  settle  more  or  less,  giving  a  certain  con- 
centration of  organisms  in  the  four  cubic  centimeters  remaining  in 
the  test  tube. 

The  following  experiment  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring the  results  of  examinations  of  two  separate  portions  of  the 
same  water.  Two  equal  portions  were  taken  from  the  same  bottle 
and  allowed  to  filter  through  equal  depths  of  similar  sand.  The 
experiments  were  made  by  the  same  observer  upon  five  different 
waters  and  the  results  are  given  in  table  VI. 
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Table  VI.  —  SeavUt  of  Examination  of  Two  Equal  Pofiiont  of  the  Same 
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The  results  of  these  two  experiments  illustrate  the  value  which, 
ID  spite  of  its  errors,  this  method  has  for  compnrative  examinations 
of  water.  A  glance  at  the  summary  shows  that  the  totals  for  the 
different  classes  of  organisms  are  as  nearly  alike  as  can  be  expected 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  sources  of  error  in  preparing 
the  sample.  The  numbers  of  genera  correspond  very  closely,  show- 
ing that  for  qunlitative  work  also  the  method  is  excellent. 
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All  experimentB  made  during  this  investigation  have  been  dupli- 
cated, step  by  step,  by  an  assistant  whose  results  corroborate  the 
conclusions  which  have  been  drawn.  The  difference  betweea  the 
two  sets  in  regard  to  numbers  of  organisms  and  genera,  shows  also 
the  effect  of  the  personal  factor  in  enumeration. 

I  may  further  remark  that  certain  perishable  forms  may  some- 
times fail  to  be  detected  by  this  method.  This  is  especially  true 
of  delicate  gelatinous  organisms  which  disintegrate  upon  the  band 
immediately  after  they  are  stranded  and  left  exposed  to  the  air  by 
the  retreating  water.  Such  are  some  Volvocinece^  certain  Infusoria 
and  possibly  other  organisms.  A  careful  naked-eye  or  hand-lens 
examination  of  the  original  sample  should  therefore  never  be 
neglected.  It  is  also  possible  that  some  delicate  forms  are  also 
broken  up  by  the  agitation  of  the  sand  with  the  distilled  water; 
and  the  distilled  water  itself  may  be  unfavorable  in  some  cases. 
Of  these  possibilities  we  have  at  present  but  very  little  exact 
knowledge. 

In  conclusion  I  may  state  that  I  have  found  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  using  this  method.  It  reveals  organisms  in  drinking  water 
different  from  and  often  far  more  abundant  than  the  bacteria  in  the 
same  sample,  and  it  may  now  be  said  with  truth  that  in  this  method 
we  have  a  means  of  detecting  and  enumerating  the  microscopical 
organisms  in  water,  which  is  probably  quite  as  accurate  as  the  pre- 
vailing method  of  detecting  and  enumerating  the  bacteria.* 


*  Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  George  W.  Rafter,  C.  E.,  of  Rocheiter,  N.  Y.,  baa  pab* 
litbed  an  Important  treatise  on  **  The  Microscopical  Examination  of  Potable  Water/'  in  which 
he  describes  the  Sedgwick-Kafter  method  and  discusses  its  applications.  (Van  Nostrand,  New 
York.  1892.) 
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The  experimental  work  of  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  is 
still  under  the  active  direction  of  Hiram  F.  Mills,  C.  E.,  member  of  the 
Board,  who  originally  designed  the  station  and  planned  its  work. 
Mr.  Allen  Hazen  is  chemist  in  charge  of  the  station,  and  Mr.  George 
W.  Fuller  is  in  charge  of  the  biological  department.  Mr.  Harry  W. 
Clark  is  assistant  chemist.  The  compiling  of  the  records  and  the 
preparation  of  the  tables  and  diagrams  have  been  the  work  of  Mr.  F. 
L.  Fales.  Professors  T.  M.  Drown  and  W.  T.  Sedgwick  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  are  respectively  consulting 
chemist  and  biologist  with  a  general  oversight  of  the  chemical  and 
biological  investigations. 

The  following  detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  station  has 
been  prepared  by  Mr.  Allen  Hazen,  chemist  in  charge  :  — 

The  special  report  of  the  board  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage 
and  Water,  1890,  contains  a  full  account  of  the  work  at  the  Law- 
rence Experiment  Station  during  the  first  two  years  up  to  Nov.  1, 
1889,  and  also  a  summary  of  the  results  for  1890. 

During  the  past  two  years  investigations  have  been  continued 
upon  purification  by  filtration  along  the  same  general  lines,  but  in 
such  a  way  as  to  throw  additional  light  upon  numerous  points  of 
great  practical  importance.  Most  of  the  filters  described  in  the 
previous  report  have  been  continued  in  use  to  obtain  information  as 
to  their  permanence,  while  many  others  have  been  started  to  inves- 
tigate special  points  connected  with  sewage  purification  and  the 
filtration  of  water. 

Filter  Tank  No.  1,  which  is  one  of  the  original  filters  and  has  been 
in  use  four  years,  has  filtered  sewage  during  the  past  two  years, 
1890  and  1891,  at  an  average  rate  of  85,920  gallons  per  acre  daily 
for  every  day  in  that  time,  and  with  a  removal  of  94  per  cent,  of 
the  organic  matters,  as  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  98 
per  cent,  of  the  bacteria.  Filter  Tank  No.  2,  also  one  of  the  orig- 
inal filters,  has  filtered  for  the  same  period,  at  an  average  rate  of 
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49,360  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  has  removed  97.5  per  cent,  of  the 
organic  matters  and  at  least  99.99  per  cent,  of  the  bacteria  of  the 
applied  sewage.  With  many  other  filters  correspondingly  good 
results  have  been  obtained. 

The  purity  of  the  effluents  obtained  by  intermittent  filtration  was 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  report  on  the  Purification  of  Sewage 
and  Water,  and  it  will  suffice  to  say  in  this  connection  that  there 
is  no  other  method  of  sewage  purification  which  yields  results  at  all 
comparable  to  those  obtained  by  intermittent  filtration  under  favor- 
able conditions. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of  the  past  two  years'  work  is 
the  fact  that,  by  systematically  breaking  the  scum  which  forms  on 
the  surface  of  filters,  a  very  miich  larger  quantity  of  sewage  can  be 
purified  without  any  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  effluent. 

We  had  found  that  different  materials  require  different  treatments 
for  the  best  results ;  that  a  system  of  applying  sewage  best  adapted 
to  a  fine  material  fails  to  yield  the  best  results  when  applied  to  a 
coarse  sand,  and  vice  versa.  By  studying  the  performance  of  our 
different  filters  under  various  conditions,  in  connection  with  the 
mechanical  composition  of  their  materials,  we  have  discovered  many 
of  the  causes  of  these  differences,  and  have  secured  data  which  will 
enable  us  to  determine,  in  advance,  the  general  line  of  treatment 
required  by  different  sands.  In  a  similar  way  we  can  form  an 
approximate  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  which  can  be  suc- 
cessfully applied  to  various  materials  under  known  conditions.* 

We  have  continued  the  study  of  the  effect  of  winter  weather  upon 
filtration,  and  have  found  that  even  with  unprotected  filters  good 
results  are  possible  in  our  dimate  under  some  conditions  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  following  pages.  The  effluents  obtained  in  winter, 
while  less  perfect  than  those  of  the  warmer  months,  were  still  good, 
—  much  better  than  could  be  obtained  by  other  processes,  as,  for 
instance,  chemical  precipitation. 

An  excessive  quantity  of  acid  in  the  sewage  prevents  satisfactory 
purification,  but  our  experiments  have  shown  that  if,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  such  sewage,  a  filter  containing  limestone  is  employed,  the 
acid  is  neutralized,  and  a  good  result  is  obtained.  This  is  a  most 
important  demonstration,  as  it  assures  the  successful  use  of  sewage 

•  The  reader  should  bear  In  mind  that  the  resalu  given  in  this  paper  were  obtained  at  the 
Experiment  Station  where  all  of  the  work  is  ander  scientific  fapervltion,  and  the  sewage  is 
•pplled  to  flmall  areas  with  aniformity  and  in  definitely  measured  dosei.  In  applying  these 
ntaltf  to  actual  work  on  the  large  scale  some  allowance  may  bare  to  be  made  for  less  favor* 
•We  oondltlous. 
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filters,  regardless  of  possible  acidity  of  sewage.  If  the  sewage  is 
only  occasionally  acid  it  will  cause  no  trouble  with  ordinary  filters, 
but  if  it  upon  trial  proves  to  be  so  strongly  and  continuously  acid 
as  to  prevent  satisfactory  purification,  the  addition  of  limestone  to 
the  upper  layers  can  be  depended  upon  to  coiTect  the  acidity, 
and  to  insure  as  good  a  result  as  could  otherwise  be  obtained  from 
normal  sewage. 

The  permanency  of  filters  has  also  been  made  the  subject  of 
special  study.  The  leading  fact  of  intermittent  filtration  is  that  the 
organic  matters  of  the  sewage  are  destroyed  instead  of  being  stored 
in  the  filter,  as  is  largely  the  case  with  other  methods  of  filtration ; 
and  it  seemed  probable  from  the  available  data  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  special  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  that 
there  would  be  no  continued  accumulation  of  matter  in  the  filter. 
Further  study  has  shown,  however,  that  the  conditions  which  allow 
the  purification  of  the  maximum  volume  of  sewage  with  the  best 
results  are  such  that  a  small  percentage  of  the  more  stable  organic 
matters  of  the  sewage  resist  the  oxidizing  action  of  the  filter,  and 
accumulate  in  its  upper  layers,  until  after  a  time  the  surface 
may  become  choked  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  remain  satu- 
rated with  water,  thereby  excluding  the  air.  This  can  be  remedied 
temporarily  by  turning  the  surface  under,  but  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  continued  inversion  of  the  upper  layers  will  allow 
the  indefinite  use  of  the  same  material  while  still  maintaining  the 
application  of  the  maximum  quantity  of  sewage.  With  lower  rates 
of  filtration  the  storage  may  be  less  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
df  sewage,  and,  in  any  case,  the  replacing  with  fresh  material  of  a 
moderate  amount  of  the  upper  layers  of  sand  from  time  to  time 
will  ensure  the  permanency  of  the  filter.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  removed  sand,  when  taken  entirely  away  from  the  filter,  will  in 
time  so  far  regain  its  original  properties  as  to  again  allow  its  advan- 
tageous use  as  filtering  material.  We  are  giving  much  attention 
to  methods  for  hastening  this  renovation. 

The  filtration  of  water  also  is  receiving  increased  attention.  The 
tables  showing  the  work  of  the  water  filters  for  the  time  covered  by 
this  report  are  appended,  together  with  a  brief  summary  of  the 
results  obtained  during  1892,  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press. 
Owing  to  the  important  data  bearing  on  this  subject  now  being 
obtained,  and  as  yet  incomplete,  a  detailed  discussion  of  these 
results  is  for  the  present  postponed. 

In   the  following  pages  are  given  tables  representing  the  work 


428  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

of  the  various  filters  in  continuation  of  those  given  in  the  special 
report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  with  other 
analytical  data,  and  a  brief  description  of  the  leading  facts  concern- 
ing each.  As  many  of  the  points  of  greatest  interest  are  involved 
equally  in  the  history  of  several  filters,  it  will  facilitate  discussion  to 
consider  many  subjects  by  themselves,  rather  than  under  the  heads 
of  the  various  tanks.  A  discussion  of  some  of  the  results  of  the 
work  on  intermittent  filtration  will  now  be  presented,  after  which 
will  be  given  in  full  the  data  in  regard  to  the  various  filters  upon 
which  the  conclusions  are  based. 

Sewage  Purification  as   affected  by  the  Mechanical  Con- 
dition OF  THE  Filtering  Material. 

The  purification  of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration  depends  upon 
oxygen  and  time ;  all  other  conditions  are  secondary.  Temperature 
has  only  a  minor  influence ;  the  organisms  necessary  for  purification 
are  sure  to  establish  themselves  in  a  filter  before  it  has  been  long  in 
use.  Imperfect  purification  for  any  considerable  period  can  invari- 
ably be  traced  either  to  a  lack  of  oxygen  in  the  pores  of  the  filter, 
or  to  the  sewage  passing  so  quickly  through  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  time  for  the  oxidation  processes  to  take  place.  Any  treat- 
ment which  keeps  all  particles  of  sewage  distributed  over  the  surface 
of  sand  particles,  in  contact  with  an  excess  of  air  for  a  sufiScicnt  time, 
is  sure  to  give  a  well-oxidized  efiluent,  and  the  power  of  any  material 
to  purify  sewage  depends  almost  entirely  upon  its  ability  to  hold  the 
sewage  in  contact  with  air.  It  must  hold  both  sewage  and  air  in 
sufficient  amounts.  Both  of  these  qualities  depend  upon  the 
physical  characteristics  of  the  material.  The  ability  of  a  sand  to 
purify  sewage,  and  also  the  treatment  required  for  the  best  results, 
bear  a  very  close  relation  to  its  mechanical  composition.  It  is  our 
present  purpose  to  more  definitely  formulate  the  results  obtained 
with  a  view  to  predict  the  action  of  any  material  from  its  mechanical 
composition. 

Mechanical  Composition  of  Materials  Used, 

In  making  a  mechanical  analysis  the  sand  is  first  sifted  through  a 
series  of  sieves,  each,  in  a  general  way,  twice  as  fine  as  the  one  next 
coarser.  The  sand  passing  the  finest  sieve  is  divided  into  several 
portions  by  beaker  elutriution.  Each  portion  is  weighed  and  the 
range  in  the  sizes  of  its  particles  is  determined  by  micrometer 
measurement  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  particles,  but  the  diameters  of 
the  larger  particles  can  be  more  conveniently  and  accurately  calcu- 
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lated  from  their  weight.  The  diameters  of  all  particles  are  taken  at, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  the  diameter  of  a  sphere  of  equal  volume.  Of 
course  the  sand  gniins  are  irregular.  With  the  Lawrence  sands  the 
average  lengths  of  their  axes,  selecting  the  longest  and  taking  the 
other  two  at  right  angles  to  it,  are  to  each  other  as  4  :  3  :  2,  and  the 
mean  diameter,  taken  as  the  cube  root  of  the  product  of  the  three 
axes,  2.88.  The  longest  diameter  thus  averages  to  be  nearly  40  per 
cent,  longer  than  the  mean  diameter,  while  the  middle  diameter, 
which  is  the  width  as  seen  by  a  microscope,  is  an  approximation  to 
the  mean  diameter. 

The  analyses  of  some  of  the  materials  which  have  been  most  care- 
fully studied  in  their  relations  to  sewage  purification  are  shown  in 
the  following  table.  The  figures  given  show  the  per  cent,  by  weight 
of  the  different  materials  having  smaller  diameters  than  the  sizes 
given  in  the  first  column.  These  results  have  been  revised  by 
improved  methods  of  analysis,  so  that  in  some  cases  the  following 
figures  difier  slightly  from  those  given  in  the  report  upon  the  Purifi- 
cation of  Sewage  and  Water. 

Mechanical  Composition  of  Filtering  Materials, 
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.For  study  and  comparison  the  results  have  been  plotted,  and  are 
shown  on  the  accompanying  diagram,  the  height  of  curve  at  any 
point  showing  the  per  cent,  of  material  finer  than  the  size  indicated 
at  the  bottom  of  the  diagram.  The  lines  representing  the  diameters 
are  spaced  according  to  the  logarithms  of  the  diameters  of  the  particles, 
as  in  this  way  materials  of  corresponding  uniformity  in  the  range  of 
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sizes  of  their  particles  give  equally  steep  curves,  regardless  of  the 
absolute  uizes  of  tbe  purticleu,  thus  greatly  facilitating  a  comparidon 
of  differeDt  matcriuld.  This  scale  also  shows  adequately  every  grade 
of  iiiatcrial  from  0.01  to  above  10  millimeters  in  a  small  space,  and 
without  unduly  extending  any  portion  of  the  scale.     It  is  assmued 

Mechanical        Composition 
of        Materials. 


.ftj   .06    J3  .a4    vtf   .eo    2.SO    e.3o  js.eo 
£>iameter'     in    MitliTnetefs. 


for  the  purpose  of  plotting  that  the  particles  of  organic  matter 
(determined  by  the  loss  duo  to  heating  that  poi'tion  of  the  material 
finer  than  the  140  mesh  sieve  to  a  dull  red  heat)  are  less  than  O.ol 
millimeters  in  diameter. 

These  materials  may  he  said  to  include  the  whole  range  of  sands 
available  for  sewage  purification.     Anything  as  fine  as  No.  5"  is  too 
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fine  for  advantageous  use,  while,  at  the  other  end,  it  would  hardly 
be  safe  to  depend  upon  a  gravel  coarser  than  No.  16  with  a  filtering 
stratum  not  over  five  or  six  feet  in  thickness. 

With  the  mixed  materials,  Nos.  5  and  6,  the  smaller  particles  fill 
the  spaces  between  the  larger,  and  these  finer  portions  determine 
the  capillary  attraction  of  the  filter,  its  resistance  to  the  passage 
of  sewage,  and,  in  fact,  its  action  in  every  way.  The  appearance  of 
No.  6  is  coarser  than  No.  1,  and  the  average  size  of  its  particles  is 
greater,  but  its  finest  portion  determines  its  character  as  a  filter,  so 
that  it  is  practically  finer  than  No.  1.  It  has  been  found  as  the  result 
of  a  careful  study  that  the  points  where  the  curves  in  the  diagram 
cut  the  10  per  cent.  line  give  the  best  idea  of  the  total  eflfcct  of  the 
various  materials.  By  measurements  of  the  diagram  we  find  that 
with  the  various  materials  10  per  cent,  by  weight  of  the  particles 
are  smaller  than  the  sizes  given  in  the  following  table.  This  gives 
as  good  an  idea  of  the  relative  effective  sizes  of  the  materials  as  can 
be  condensed  into  a  single  figure  for  each. 

To  obtain  a  definite  basis  of  comparison  of  the  uniformities  of  the 
sizes  of  the  grains  of  different  materials,  the  ratios  between  the 
diameters  of  the  particles  at  the  10  per  cent,  line,  as  given  above, 
and  the  diameters  at  the  60  per  cent,  line  are  given  in  the  table 
under  the  heading  *'  Uniformity  CoeflScient."  If  all  the  grains  of  a 
sand  were  absolutely  of  the  same  size,  the  coefficient  would  be  1 ; 
with  a  majority  of  our  comparatively  even-grained  sands  the  coeffi- 
cient ranges  from  2  to  3  ;  with  No.  6  and  No.  6,  the  figures  are  8  and 
9  respectively,  and  some  extremely  uneven  sands  have  coefficients 
as  high  as  20  or  30,  but  our  data  in  regard  to  the  action  of  such 
materials  is  as  yet  very  limited. 

Size  and  Uniformity  of  Filtering  Materials, 
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No.  5, 
4, 
2, 
9, 
6, 

1, 
6a, 

16. 


NUMBER  OF  FILTES. 


Ten  Per 

Cent,  of  Material 

Finer  than 

(Millimeters.) 


0.02 
0.03 

0.06 
0.17 
0.85 
0.48 
1.40 
6.00 


Uniformity 
CoefUcieat. 


9.0 
2.3 

2.3 

2.0 
7.8 
2.4 
2.4 
1.8 


Albuminoid 
Ammonia. 

rart»  per  100,000. 


95.0 

18.0 
0.9 
0.7 
0.8 
0.4 
0.5 
0.3 
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Air  mid  Water  Capacities^  of  Materials  when  Drained, 

The  average  per  cent,  of  sewage  by  volume  which  these  materials 
hold,  as  they  are  in  daily  use  for  sewage  filtration,  at  the  time  just 
before  sewage  is  applied,  that  is,  when  they  are  as  completely 
drained  as  is  possible  during  regular  use,  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing diagram.  The  curves  show  the  per  cent,  by  volume  of  water 
retained  at  various  depths  in  a  bed  five  feet  deep ;  the  dotted  lines 
indicate  the  total  open  space,  and  the  distances  between  the  curves 
and  the  corresponding  dotted  lines  represent  the  amount  of  air. 

These  curves  showing  the  open  space  and  the  volume  of  water  held 
when  drained  must  be  taken  as  general  averages,  under  as  nearly  nor- 
mal conditions  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain.  The  materials  can 
be  so  packed  as  to  contain  either  more  or  less  open  space  than 
the  figures  given.  The  amount  of  water  held  depends  not  only 
upon  the  closeness  with  which  the  material  is  packed,  but  also  upon 
its  uniformity,  —  any  stratification  tending  to  increase  in  places  the 
water  capacity, — and  also  upon  the  amount  of  organic  matter 
stored  from  the  sewage.  The  curves  give  a  correct  idea  of  the 
general  distribution  of  water  and  air  in  the  various  materials,  but 
the  daily  variations,  in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  differences, 
are  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  to  draw  curves  showing  accurately 
the  amounts  under  various  conditions. 

The  amount  of  open  space  depends  upon  the  shape  and  uniformity 
in  size  of  the  particles  of  sand,  and  is  independent  of  their  absolute 
size.  The  materials  which  have  the  sharpest  rise  on  the  diagram  of 
mechanical  composition  (indicating  greatest  uniformity  in  size)  have 
the  greatest  open  space,  while  the  sands  having  a  more  gradual  rise 
pack  more  closely ;  the  finer  particles  occupy  the  spaces  between 
the  larger  stones,  greatly  reducing  the  open  space. 

While  the  total  open  space  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  uni- 
formity, and  is  independent  of  the  abjiojute  size,  the  amount  of  water 
held  when  drained  depends  very  largely  upon  the  size  of  the  par- 
ticles, the  finer  sands  holding  much  water,  especially  at  the  bottom. 
With  the  coarser  sands  the  percentage  held  is  practically  constant 
from  top  to  bottom,  with  the  exce[)tion  of  a  few  inches  at  each  limit. 
The  increase  at  the  bottom  is  due  to  capillary  attraction,  and  with 
the  finer  sands  this  acts  for  longer  and  longer  distances,  approxi- 


*  Tbe  term  *'  water  cupacity  "  is  used  in  this  report  to  designate  the  amount  of  water  retained 
in  tbe  interstices  of  the  filtering  material  afterUbJU  been  thoroughly  drained. 
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Air  and  Water   Capacities  oP 
DiPPerenb     Materials. 
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mately  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  square  of  the  size  of  the  sand 
particles,  holding  the  material  saturated,  or  nearly  so,  for  1  inch 
with  No.  9 ;  10  inches  with  No.  2 ;  24  inches  with  No.  4,  and  60 
inches  with  No.  5.  The  increase  at  the  top  is  due  to  the  capillarity 
at  that  point  being  increased  by  the  storage  of  organic  matter  from 
the  sewage,  and  this  portion  of  the  curve  depends  entirely  upon 
the  amount  of  such  material  stored. 

If  the  material  was  more  than  five  feet  deep  above  its  drainage 
level,  the  water  curves  for  the  coai*se  materials  would  be  lengthened  by 
the  insertion  of  a  straight  line  above  the  curve  due  to  capillarity  as 
long  as  the  increase  in  depth  above  five  feet.  The  curve  due  to 
capillarity  is  constant  from  the  bottom,  and  is  independent  of  the 
depth  of  material.  Thus,  it  has  been  found  by  experiment  that  if 
No.  2  sand  was  only  a  foot  deep,  that  foot  would  hold  the  water 
shown  by  the  lower  foot  on  the  diagram.  In  the  same  way  the 
increase  of  water  held  by  the  organic  matter  at  the  top  is  indepen- 
dent of  the  depth  of  material. 

The  action  of  No.  4,  and  especially  of  No.  5,  is  influenced  by  the 
organic  matters  originally  in  these  materials.  This  organic  matter  is 
best  shown  by  the  albuminoid  anmionia  given  in  the  table  (page 
431).  Its  effect  is  to  render  the  particles  sticky,  greatly  increasing 
the  capillarity,  and  consequently  the  water  capacities,  while  the  air 
space  is  correspondingly  reduced.  We  have  not  as  yet  sufficient 
data  to  accurately  formulate  a  general  correction  for  organic  matter. 
Organic  matters  from  different  sources  will  doubtless  have  different 
properties,  and  in  different  materials  the  same  matter  will  probably 
have  somewhat  different  effects.  When  coarse  sands  accumulate 
organic  matters  from  sewage  in  their  upper  layers,  the  increase  in 
water  capacity  is  usually  about  one  per  cent,  of  water  by  volume 
for  every  three  parts  per  100,000  by  weight  of  albuminoid  ammonia.' 
This  ratio  varies  considerably  in  different  cases,  but  any  material 
containing  organic  matter  will  act  as  if  it  contained  much  more  fine 
material  than  is  indicated  by  its  mechanical  analysis. 

Limitations  of  the  Size  of  Single  Doses  of  Sewage, 

Each  of  the  materials  shown  in  the  above  diagrams  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  special  study  to  determine  the  most  advantageous 
method  of  applying  sewage.  With  the  coarser  materials  the  amount 
of  sewage  which  can  be  applied  at  one  time  is  limited  by  the  slight 
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retentive  capacity  of  the  sand ;  if  too  large  a  quantity  is  added  at 
once  a  portion  of  the  sewage  will  pass  through  the  filter  in  too  short 
a  time  for  complete  oxidation.  It  is  evident  that  the  dose  should 
not  exceed  the  water  capacity  of  the  material,  — because  if  it  should  a 
portion  would  pass  through  at  once  after  having  forced  out  the  water 
previously  held.  It  has  been  shown  in  the  special  report  upon 
Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (page  672)  that  even  an  equiva- 
lent of  the  water  capacity  is  too  large  a  quantity  to  apply  at  once, 
for  some  of  the  sewage  passes  by  the  water  previously  held,  which 
is  mainly  contained  in  the  finer  pores,  while  the  larger  open  spaces 
offer  a  free  passage  to  the  freshly  applied  sewage.  In  the  case  of 
No.  1  sand,  with  a  dose  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  water  capacity  of 
the  filter,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  passed  unoxidized  ; 
with  smaller  doses,  amounting  to  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  water 
capacity,  but  applied  so  frequently  that  the  total  daily  dose  was  even 
larger  than  before,  a  much  better  effluent  was  obtained.  With  the 
very  coarse  material.  No.  16,  the  size  of  the  dose  which  can  be 
applied  at  once  is  very  much  smaller,  even  when  compared  with  its 
smaller  water  capacity,  some  experiments  having  shown  that  with  a 
dose  of  less  than  three  per  cent,  of  the  water  capacity  a  measurable, 
although  a  very  small,  amount  of  the  freshly  applied  sewage  reached 
the  outlet  within  ten  minutes.  With  the  finer.  No.  6,  sand  there 
is  no  trouble  from  sewage  passing  too  quickly  when  the  dose 
equals  one-half  the  water  capacity,  or  even  somewhat  more  than 
half. 

With  the  finer  materials,  the  dose  might  be  an  even  greater  frac- 
tion of  the  greater  water  capacity,  were  it  not  for  the  limited  air 
supply.  It  may  be  said,  in  a  general  way,  that  sewage  requires  its 
volume  of  air  for  its  oxidation;  and  there  is  great  danger  that  so 
much  sewage  may  be  got  into  the  filter  at  once  that  the  air  pres- 
ent in  the  sand  will  prove  inadequate  for  its  purification.  AVith 
No.  2  sand  five  feet  deep  and  comparatively  clean,  a  dose  five  inches 
deep  over  the  surface  has  been  applied  three  times  a  week  without 
overtaxing  the  air ;  No.  4  has  taken  half  as  much  with  good  results  ; 
while  with  the  soil.  No.  5,  any  practicable  quantity  is  an  over- 
dose. 

This  limitation  of  the  size  of  a  single  dose  by  the  air  and  water 
capacities  of  the  various  materials  is  roughly  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing diagram :  — 
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Limitation   of    Siza  of  Single  Dose 
by  Air  and    Water  Capacities. 
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If  the  amount  of  sewage  applied  at  one  time  is  greater  than  that 
indicated  by  the  curve  marked  "  Water  limit,"  there  is»danger  that 
some  will  pass  the  filter  too  soon  for  purification  to  have  taken  place, 
while  if  the  quantity  exceeds  the  <<  Air  limit "  there  is  danger  that  the 
oxygon  in  the  filter  will  l>e  exhausted  before  oxidation  is  complete. 
Taking  the  two  curves  together,  the  heavy  line  shows  the  maximum 
dose  which  can  l>e  applied  at  one  time  with  good  results. 

QuatUity  of  Setcage  Applied  to  Different  Materials. 

The  amount  of  sewage  which  can  be  applied  in  a  single  dose 
does  not,  however,  give  any  indication  of  the  amount  of  sewage 
which  can  be  purified  in  a  given  time.    With  the  fine  materials 
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the  sewage  enters  the  sand  slowly,  and  time  must  be  allowed 
for  this  slow  process,  and  afterwards  for  the  water  to  drain  out  at 
the  bottom,  drawing  in  at  the  same  time  fresh  air  from  the  top  to 
purify  the  next  portion  of  sewage  to  be  applied.  Two  or  three 
days  must  be  allowed  for  this  to  take  place  in  sands  as  fine  as  Nos. 
2  and  4,  and  probably  a  longer  time  might  be  advantageous  under 
some  conditions.  With  the  coarser  sands  the  draining  and  renewal 
of  air  is  more  rapid,  and  applications  may  follow  each  other  at 
shorter  intervals  without  danger  of  exhausting  the  air.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  doses  which  have  been  proved  to  be  adapted  to 
the  various  materials  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  of  man- 
agement, such  as  weekly  raking  of  the  surface  and  absolute  uni- 
formity and  regularity  in  the  application  of  sewage. 


DlAinctarof 

Sizic  or 

Does. 

ATerage 

Ondn. 
JUlUlmtten. 

Depth 
of 

Number  of 
Dosctin 

Amount  Ap- 

MATEBIAL. 

Per  cent,  of 

plied  DaUj. 

10  percent. 

Mmtertal. 

Gallons  per 

Volame 

One  Week. 

Oalloni 

flner  ttuin,  — 

Acre* 

of  Filter. 

per  Acre. 

No.  16.  . 

6.00 

6  feet. 

2,800 

0.17 

600 

200,000 

1.  .          .          . 

.48 

6     -• 

40,000 

2.46 

18 

103.000 

6..          .          . 

.36 

4     '• 

'  70.000 

6.37 

6 

60.000 

9..          .          . 

.17 

6     " 

120,000 

7.36 

6 

103,000 

2,.        .        . 

.06 

6     " 

140.000 

8.60 

3 

60,000 

4,  .        .        . 

.03 

6     " 

80.000 

4.91 

3 

34,000 

6.  .        .        . 

.02 

6     " 

0 

1 

"— 

"— 

0 

The  smallness  of  the  average  amount  applied  daily  on  No.  6  is  in 
part  due  to  its  less  depth,  four  feet  instead  of  five,  and  in  part  to 
the  much  smaller  volume  of  its  pores,  owing  to  its  being  a  mixed 
material  containing  particles  having  a  wide  range  in  their  diameters. 
As  has  been  said,  any  practicable  dose  on  No.  5  is  an  overdose.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  above  figures  are  only  applicable  to 
the  comparatively  clean  materials,  under  the  most  favorable  con- 
ditions, and  that  so  large  doses  cannot  be  permanently  applied  with 
good  results  without  renewing  of  the  surface  material,  for  reasons  to 
be  discussed  under  the  heading  ''  Permanency  of  Filters." 

The  question  of  greater  or  less  depth  of  material  is  quite  compli- 
cated, and  we  have  as  yet  only  limited  data  bearing  on  it.  Some 
filters,  Nos.  28,  29,  30  and  31,  filled  with  No.  1  and  No.  9  sands, 
thirty  inches  deep,  have  given  excellent  results  with  doses  one-halt 
as  large  as  those  used  on  five-foot  filters.  With  the  coarser  sands  it 
seems  probable  that,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  the  capacity  to 
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purify  sewage  wouid  be  directly  proportional  to  the  depth.  With 
the  finer  materials,  the  capacity  depends  to  a  greater  extent  upon 
the  circulation  of  air  through  the  upper  layers,  and  this  would  not 
probably  increase  in  direct  proportion  to  the  depth.  An  inspection 
of  the  diagram  of  air  and  water  capacities  (page  433)  suggests, 
however,  that  with  the  finest  materials,  Nos.  4  and  5,  a  moderate 
increase  in  depth  would  increase  their  air  capacity  much  more  than 
in  direct  ratio  to  the  increase  in  depth.  A  layer  of  No.  2  sand,  twelve 
inches  deep,  or  of  No.  4  sand,  two  feet  deep,  would  hold  itself  almost 
saturated  with  water,  even  when  completely  drained,  and  would  be 
incapable  of  purifying  sewage  by  oxidation.  The  depth  of  satura- 
tion of  the  material  should  be  reckoned  from  the  top  of  a  layer  of 
considerably  coarser  material,  or  from  standing  water. 

Effect  of  Continued  Use. 

One  effect  of  passing  large  volumes  of  sewage  through  clean  sand 
is  to  increase  the  amount  of  organic  matters  held  by  the  sand.  This 
organic  matter  forms  a  sticky  coating  on  the  sand  grains,  as  has 
already  been  noticed,  and  greatly  increases  the  capillary  attraction 
and  water  capacity,  while  the  air  space  is  correspondingly  decreased. 
A  most  striking  illustration  of  this  is  furnished  by  No.  1  sand  in 
Filter  14.  When  the  sand  was  new  and  quite  clean,  it  retained  only 
eight  per  cent,  of  water,  but  after  three  years  of  constant  heavy  dosing 
with  sewage,  every  grain  of  sand  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter 
was  covered  with  a  slimy  coating,  which,  keeping  itself  moist, 
increased  the  water  capacity  of  the  entire  filter  to  fourteen  per  cent. , 
or  nearly  double  the  original  amount. 

With  coarse  materials,  where  the  amount  of  sewage  which  can  be 
applied  at  one  time  is  limited  by  the  water  capacity,  and  a  large 
excess  of  air  is  always  present,  this  increase  in  the  amount  of  water 
held  has  a  beneficial  effect,  and  the  sand,  after  filtering  sewage 
for  a  time,  is  capable  of  doing  more  and  better  work  than  at  the 
beginning.  With  fine  materials,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  amount 
of  sewage  which  can  be  applied  is  limited  by  the  air  in  the  material, 
no  such  improvement  with  age  is  observed.  The  reduction  of  air 
space,  especially  near  the  surface  where  the  storage  of  organic  matter 
is  greatest,  retards  the  passage  of  sewage,  and  to  an  even  greater 
extent  the  exchange  of  air,  with  the  result  that  doses  must  be  smaller, 
or  else  applied  at  longer  intervals.  The  exclusion  of  air  is  not  con- 
fined to  fine  materials;  No,  6,  No.  1,  and  even  No.  16  become, 
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under  Bome  conditions,  so  clogged  that  it  is  the  air  oftpacity  iustoad 
of  the  water  capacity  which  limits  them.     The  following  diagrams 

VA/ater    Capacity    Increasad    by 
Storage    ofOrcjanic    Matters. 
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show  how  the  wat«r  capacities  were  increased  and  the  air  capacities 
decreased  in  the  upper  layers  of  four  filters  by  the  storage  of  organic 
matter.  The  amount  stored  is  indicated  by  figures  on  the  curves, 
which  represent  the  albuminoid  ammonia  in  parts  per  100,000  in  the 
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upper  si  X  inches.  The  figures  from  which  the  diagrams  were  made  will 
be  given  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  report  under  Filters  27,  28, 30 
and  31. 

As  the  water  capacity  line  extends  toward  that  showing  the  total 
open  space,  the  nitrates  in  the  efiiuent  decrease,  and  finally,  when  the 
condition  shown  by  the  last  line  is  reached,  the  upper  layer  remains 
saturated,  or  nearly  so,  thereby  excluding  air  from  the  filter,  and 
stopping  purification.  The  accumulation  of  organic  matters  will  be 
further  considered  under  '*  Permanency  of  Filters.** 

As  the  sand  becomes  choked  in  its  upper  layers,  the  ventilation 
of  the  filter  becomes  of  vital  importance.  The  ridging  of  the 
surface  of  some  of  the  filters  was  an  attempt  to  secure  better  venti- 
lation. It  was  hoped  that  as  sewage  passed  down  through  the 
trenches,  exhausted  air  would  be  driven  up  through  the  ridges,  to  be 
replaced  by  fresh  air,  as  the  filter  drained.  With  Filters  Nos.  2  and  9 
no  definite  improvement  followed  the  ridging.  Filter  No.  1  gave  a 
better  result  after  the  change,  but  it  is  open  to  question  whether  this 
resulted  from  the  ridges  in  themselves  or  from  the  reaching  of 
cleaner  sand  by  digging  the  trenches.  In  the  latter  case,  the  result 
might  simply  indicate  that  one-half  the  surface  clean  allowed  better 
vcfatilation  than  the  whole  surface  clogged.  We  have,  then,  no 
results  which  show  any  clear  advantage  from  the  use  of  trenches 
over  flat  surfaces,  as  far  as  ventilation  is  concerned. 

Ventilation  can  often  be  increased  by  applying  larger  doses  at 
longer  intervals.  A  large  dose  of  sewage  makes  a  great  disturbance 
of  the  air  in  a  filter,  and  within  certain  limits,  changes  more  air  in  pro- 
portion to  its  own  volume  than  a  smaller  dose.  The  application  of 
volumes  of  sewage  in  excess  of  the  water  limit  in  coarse  materials  causes 
a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  efiiuent,  but  it  may 
improve  the  chemical  analysis  when  there  is  a  lack  of  air,  and  so 
might  be  justified  where  there  was  no  possibility  of  the  efiiuent  find- 
ing its  way  into  drinking  water. 

Removal  of  Bacteria. 

The  removal  of  bacteria  has  a  close  relation  to  the  size  of  the 
material.  With  the  fine  materials,  Nos.  2,  4  and  5,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  no  bacteria  are  able  to  pass  from  top  to  bottom  of 
the  filters ;  with  the  coarser  No.  9  sand,  if  any  pass,  the  number  is 
ordinarily  extremely  small,  certainly  as  low  as  one  in  a  hundred 
thousand  of  those  applied.     The  coarser  sands,  Nos.  1  and  6,  allow 
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the  passage  of  considerable  numbers,  especially  with  doses  in  excess 
of  the  water  limit,  and  with  the  coarse  gravels,  bacteria  come  through 
freely  and  in  large  numbers,  the  percentage  depending  upon  the 
condition  of  the  filter  and  the  size  of  the  dose. 

On  the  Effect  of  Frost. 

During  the  first  winter,  1887-88,  the  various  filters  were  exposed 
to  the  weather  without  protection,  and  no  nitrification  was  obtained 
until  the  temperature  began  to  rise  in  spring.  The  result  might 
have  been  different  if  the  filters  had  been  nitrifying  well  before 
cold  weather.  During  the  two  following  winters  the  filters  were  pro- 
tected from  snow,  and  to  a  certain  extent  from  cold,  by  canvas  covers. 
It  was  found  that  when  the  filters  were  so  protected,  almost,  if  not 
quite,  as  good  results  were  obtained  in  the  winter  as  during  the 
warmer  months,  and  it  was  established,  as  stated  in  the  special 
report  upon  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (pages  29  and  255), 
that  intermittent  filtration  is  entirely  practicable  in  this  climate,  if 
snow  is  kept  from  the  filtering  area. 

We  had  no  satisfactory  information,  however,  as  to  what  results 

could  be  obtained  from  unprotected  filters.     Accordingly,  in  the 

winter  of  1890-91  the  outdoor  filters  were  left  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Filters  1,  2,  4  and  6  were  receiving  from  34,000  to  103,000  gallons 

of  sewage  per  acre  daily,  and  were  free  from  complications,  so  that  they 

furnish  the  best  data  in  regard  to  frost.     All  the  other  filters  with 

exposed  surfaces  were  so  complicated  by  other  circumstances  that 

the  results  obtained  with  them  cannot  fairly  be  considered  in  this 

connection. 

Care  of  the  Filters  in  Winter. 

When  sand  is  frozen  solidly  after  draining  there  still  remain  open 
pores  through  which  the  sewage  easily  finds  its  way,  thawing  to 
some  extent  the  frost  as  it  proceeds.  After  the  sewage  has  drained 
away,  the  portion  which  remains  in  the  sand  again  freezes,  but  open 
pores  are  still  left  which  allow  the  passage  of  the  next  portion  of 
sewage.  If,  however,  the  sewage  settles  away  very  slowly,  it  will 
freeze  before  the  sand  drains,  and  in  this  case  no  pores  are  left,  and 
the  next  application  of  sewage  will  remain  upon  the  surface  and 
freeze  solidly,  if  the  weather  is  cold  enough.  If  snow  is  upon  the 
surface  of  the  sand  and  sewage  is  applied  uniformly  to  it,  it  is  at 
once  chilled  to  the  freezing  point,  and  has  then  no  power  of  thawing 
the  frost  in  the  upper  layers  of  sand,  and  if  the  weather  is  cold  the 
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whole  will  solidify  on  the  surface,  effectually  closing  the  filter.  The 
two  essential  conditions  to  the  passage  of  sewage  through  the  filters 
in  winter  are  that  sewage  shall  never  be  put  into  snow,  and  that 
the  filtering  material  shall  be  open  enough  to  absorb  its  dose  rapidly.* 
Sewage  was  applied  uniformly  at  a  temperature  of  from  44^  to  46^, 
or  the  average  sewer  temperature  in  winter.  The  sewage  which 
comes  to  the  station  is  chilled  by  passing  through  the  Merrimack 
River  in  an  iron  pipe,  and  is  afterwards  warmed  to  its  original  temper- 
ature by  hot-waler  pipes  passing  through  the  measuring  basins.  All 
snow  was  promptly  removed  from  the  filters  by  shovels.  Each  week 
the  surface  was  disturbed ;  if  the  sand  became  sufficiently  thawed  at 
any  time  when  it  was  not  sewage  covered,  it  was  then  raked.  When 
there  was  no  such  opportunity  for  raking,  the  suiface  was  disturbed 
with  a  pick  in  numerous  places.  During  December  no  record  was  kept 
of  the  exact  time  required  for  this  work  on  the  several  filters  ;  it  was 
about  the  same  as  for  January.  For  January,  February  and  March  it 
was  as  follows,  in  hours'  work  for  one  man  on  one  two-hundredth  of  an 
acre :  — 


FiLTKB. 

January. 

Febroary. 

March. 

No.  1,     •         ■        • 
2.    .       .       . 

•               •*••••••• 

0 
7 
4 
41 

8 
8 

8 
8 

«,    •«i.       ......... 

4 

U 

6, 

2k 

vy*                «•«•••«••••• 

*"% 

The  full  amount  of  sewage  was  applied  throughout  the  winter,  and 
nearly  all  passed  the  filters,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table :  — 


FlLTKK  Mo.  I. 

Filth  Ko.  3. 

FlLTBB 

GALLONS 
DAI 

No.  4. 

FiLTEK 

No.  6. 

PKB  ACBB 
LT. 

OALLOKS  Pta  ACBB 
DAILT. 

OALLOM8  PBB  ACBB 
I>AILT. 

PBB  ACBB 
LT. 

OALLONS 
I>AI 

Sewage. 

Effluent 

Sewafe. 

1 
Effluent.  1 

1 

Sewace. 

Efflaent. 

Sewage.      Efflaent. 

18»0. 

November, . 
December,  . 

1891. 

January,     . 
February,   . 
March, 

100,000 
100,600 

100,600 

102,800 

81,300 

100,600 
tt5,600 

102,800 

102,200 

81,100 

66,000 
66,800 

64,200 
60,000 
46,100 

1 

64,200  , 
41.200  1 

1 

66,800  ' 
69,400 
42,800  1 

82,000 
36,100 

20,700 
84.300 
26,800 

81.000 
32,000 

26.000 
30,200 
81.000 

60,700 
64,600 

63,200 
67,500 
38,400 

64,880 

66,400 
62,200 

63.600 
66,300 
37,000 

Average, 

07,060 

06,460 

64,420 

60,680  1 

1 

20,780 

81,060 

66,060 

*  It  should  be  said  that  with  the  conditions  which  obtain  in  actual  practice  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  applying  sewage,  no  serioos  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  Massachasetti  in 
diaposing  of  sewage  in  winter  on  porons  groond. 
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In  March  the  water  m  the  river  rose  so  high  that  filtration  was 
stopped  for  some  days,  and  this  accounts  for  the  smaller  quantities  in 
that  month. 


liesuUs. 

As  soon  as  frost  began  to  form  freely  in  the  various  filters  a 
marked  change  was  noticed  in  the  chemical  composition  of  the 
effluents;  the  free  ammonia  increased,  and  soon  the  nitrates  de- 
creased. The  organic  matters,  as  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammo- 
nia and  by  the  oxygen  consumed  from  permanganate,  also  increased, 
but  not  to  an  extent  corresponding  with  the  free  ammonia.  During 
the  colder  months  nitrification  was  much  checked ;  ammonia,  instead 
of  nitrates,  was  largely  the  end  product  of  the  oxidation,  as  far  as 
nitrogen  was  concerned.  The  first  stage  of  purification,  namely,  the 
oxidation  to  ammonia  and  carbonic  acid,  was  not  affected  to  the  same 
extent. 

The  following:  table  shows  the  average  amount  of  albuminoid 
ammonia  by  months  in  the  applied  sewage  and  in  the  effluents  of  the 
filters  under  consideration  in  the  order  of  fineness  of  material.  No.  1 
being  very  coarse  sand.  No.  6  coarse  sand.  No.  2  fine  sand  and  No. 
4  very  fine  sand :  — 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Average 
Temperature 

of         ! 

Effluenta.   | 

Sewftffe. 

I>eff.  Fahr. 


AVBKAOB  ALBCUIXOIO  AMMUVIA.. 


No.  2.  '   No.  4. 


Putting  these  figures  in  the  form  of  percentages  of  organic  mat- 
ters remaining  in  the  effluent  we  have  :  — 
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Avenge 

Tcmptntiiie 

of 

EfflnenU. 

Deir.  Kahr. 


October,     . 
Norembcr, 
Deeember, . 

1S91. 

Jaaiuifj, 

February,  . 
Mftrch,        .       . 

April 

May 


68 

47 
40 

87 

38.5 

88 

45 

54 


Pbb  Cb]it.  or  Obaavic  Mattbb  Bkilaixivo. 


No.1. 


8.5 

4.6 

15.5 

20.0 

11.0 

5.0 

4.7 
8.7 


Kg.  6. 


Kg.  9. 


Kg.  4. 


1 

2.0 

1.3 

2.1 

1.0 

2.0 

1.7 

8.0 

4.8 

12.0 

5.0 

5.4 

4.4 

4.4 

8.2 

2.0 

2.7 

1.0 
1.2 
1.7 

8.0 
5.0 
4.3 
4.7 
1.7 


These  figures  are  also  shown  graphically  by  the  accompanying 
diagram :  — 

Increase  oF  Albuminoid  Annnnonia 
in  Effluents,  Due    bo    Cold. 
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During  the  colder  months  of  the  year  there  was  a  period  with 
each  filter  of  about  three  months,  during  which  purification  was 
much  less  complete  than  at  higher  temperatures.  The  time  of 
this  period  varied  in  the  different  cases :  the  coarse  materials 
were  the  first  to  sufier;  the  finer  sands  were  not  so  soon 
affected,  but  the  period  was  as  long,  extending  into  waimer 
woatlier.  With  No.  1  a  marked  improvement  occurred  while  the 
temperature  of  the  effluent  was  still  decreasing.  With  Nos.  2  and 
6  the  highest  organic  matter  was  coincident  with  the  lowest  temper- 
ature, while  No.  4  followed  some  weeks  later.  During  December 
the  frost  was  particularly  troublesome  in  Filter  No.  1,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  sewage  was  imperfect,  most  of  it  going  down  through  limited 
unfrozen  areas.  Later  the  frost  was  broken  with  picks,  and  better 
distribution  was  obtained.  This  explains  probably,  in  a  large 
measure,  why  the  worst  results  were  obtained  so  early  in  the 
season.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  filter  became  in  some  way 
adapted  to  the  frost ;  that,  after  a  few  weeks  of  use,  the  portions 
of  the  filter  below  the  frost  did  their  work  more  thoroughly  than  at 
first,  regardless  of  temperature,  for  the  same  reason  that  any  filter 
gives  its  best  result  after  it  has  been  used  for  a  time. 

The  average  numbers  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  by  months 
were  as  follows  :  — 


• 

i 

•  3     i 

FiLTBI 

No.1.    1 

FlLTF.t  No.  6.     • 

FiLTKK  No.  2. 

FiLTKK  No.  4. 

MOKTH. 

Bacteria. 

Por  Cent. 

1 

ea 

Per  Cent 

m 

a 

5        : 

£ 

"C 

2 

. 

** 
a 

o 

18»«. 

October, 

58 

2,487,000 

16,000 

.64 

13,000 

.52 

17 

.0007 

39 

.0016 

November,    . 

47 

1,157,700 

24,000 

2.07 

9,000 

.78 

36 

.0031 

45 

.0040 

December,    . 

40      . 

874,400 

58,000 

6.60 

8,400 

.96 

284 

.0280 

1 

35 

.0040 

1801. 

January, 

37 

468,000 

51,000 

11.20  ' 

1 

27,000 

5.90 

822 

1 
.1800 

19 

.0042 

Febraary,     . 

86.5 

801,000 

9,000 

3.00 

20,000 

6.70 

78 

.0260 

179 

.0590 

March,  . 

88 

583,000  , 

4,400 

.78 

6,000 

1.10    : 

37 

.0006 

15 

.0026 

April,    . 

45 

375,000 

2,000 

.77  : 

4,500 

1.20 

50 

.0130 

28 

.0074 

May.      .       . 

54 

1,370,000 

11,000 

.80 

1 

4,700 

.31 

1 

44 

.0032 

« 

.0004 

The  percentages  are  shown  graphically  in  the  accompanying  dia- 
gram :  — 
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Inc 


of  Bacteria    in  EfPluant 
Due    bo  Cold. 


AOOO^OOO 


Oct.  Nov:  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Man  Apr.  May 


The  albuminoid  ammonia  and  bacteria  in  the  effluents  in  percent- 
ages of  those  in  the  sewage  for  the  worst  month,  worst  three  months, 
and  for  a  period  in  warm  weather  as  nearly  as  possible  comparable, 
are  as  follows  :  — 


Wornt  month, 

WorNt  three  nionthn, 

Witrru  weather, 

Uatlo,  warm  weather  to  wornt  thre«  montha,    . 


>'ILTBS 

No.  I. 


Filter 
Ko.  6. 


ill  I 


15  ' 


'  la 

I'     9  fl 
>'    IS 


I  FiLTRK 

I         No.  2. 


s« 


t        <     ^ 


ill' 


II  JB 


.  I-  . 


.  <  20.0    11.20  ;|  12.0     0.70    I    5.0 

I  ,  :i  '  .1 


15.5  '    7.30       8.8     4.60    i    4.7 


6.0  ,    1.20  i     2.0  .     .77 


8.1  .   0. 


8.8     0. 


1.6 
2.9 


i 

s 

I 


FlI.TKR 

No.  4. 


B  3    ! 
53    ' 

< 


I 

e3 


.18 
.078 

.003   , 

I, 

20. 


5.0  '  .059 
4.7  '  .022 
1.5  :  .008 


3.1  |3. 
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With  the  sub-surface  application  of  sewage  on  Filter  No.  7,  which 
has  a  distributing  pipe  eighteen  inches  below  the  surface,  no  bad 
effects  from  cold  weather  have  been  observed.  The  effluent  during 
the  months  January  to  July,  1891,  was  not  of  as  good  a  quality  as 
at  other  times,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  was  due  entirely  to  over- 
dosing, and  not  to  the  temperature.  This  view  is  confirmed  by 
the  results  during  the  succeeding  winter,  when,  with  a  smaller 
dose,  uniformly  good  purification  was  obtained,  and  the  fluctuation 
in  the  free  ammonia  bore  no  relation  to  the  weather. 

To  resume :  We  have  found  that  frost  checks  both  purification 
and  nitrification,  although  the  removal  of  the  organic  matter  is  more 
complete  than  the  oxidation  of  ammonia.  The  principal  disturbance 
from  cold  weather  did  not  last  more  than  three  months,  although 
nitrification  was  more  or  less  incomplete  for  a  longer  period.  Dur- 
ing those  three  months  the  effluents  from  the  difterent  filters  con- 
tained, in  each  case,  about  three  times  as  large  a  proportion  of  the 
organic  matters  of  the  applied  sewage  as  the  effluents  from  the  same 
filters  contained  under  comparable  conditions  in  warmer  months. 

During  the  winter  months  the  filters  removed  :  — 


FILTER. 


Albnminoid 
Ammonia. 


No.  1,  very  coarse  sand, 
6,  coarse  sand, 
2,  fine  sand,  . 
4,  very  fine  sand, . 


Per  Cent 

84 
92 
95 
95 


Bacteria. 


Per  Cent. 
93 

95 

99.92 
99.98 


These  results  are  good,  although  less  perfect  than  those  obtained 
in  the  warmer  months.  With  the  fine  materials  the  purification  is 
most  complete,  but  even  with  the  coarsest.  No.  1,  the  result  is  far 
better  than  could  be  obtained  by  any  process  of  chemical  precipi- 
tation. 
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O5   THE   TBE^TlfCXT   OF  AciD   Sew^GE. 

It  w»  i>hovn  in  tt^r  «pecial  repmt  apoo  the  Parincation  of  Sevage 
•nd  WnUrr,  ttiat  s  loo?-<rotktiLoed  application  of  acid  sewase  oq 
Filter  15  A  «^ve  ver\'  ancati^factory  nitrifi<:atioa.  although  fair  pari- 
fixation  wa-  o^Aain^rd.  In  thi«  ca«e  the  final  prodact  of  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  nitr^/srenou^  organic  matter?  was  ammonia  ini^tead  of 
nitrat«ri».  The  effect  of  acid  19  qaite  similar  to  the  effect  of  frost ; 
Ixith  tend  to  prevent  nitrification,  and  check,  bat  do  not  entirely 
pre%'ent,  the  oxidation  of  or^nic  matter. 

With  fHiT  onlinary  filters  and  normal  sewage  the  effluents  are 
very  •li;rhtlv  alkaline,  and  the  desrreeof  alkalinitv  is  extremelv  con- 
Htant.  It  «»eeni«$  profmhle  that  any  temporary  excess  of  alkali  is 
Kt/ired  in  the  <iand  for  the  time,  so  that  the  filters  have  constantly  on 
hand  a  f^mall  extra  stock  of  l>ase  to  meet  anv  anasual  activity  in 
nitrification.  We  have  found,  for  in^ance,  that  when  air  is  excluded, 
or  for  t;ome  other  rea«K>n,  wide  fluctuations  in  the  nitrates  occur  within 
a  hhort  time,  there  is  no  corre<»ponding  variation  in  the  alkalinity, 
but  that  the  lime  in  the  effluent  varies  with  the  nitrates.  We  can 
\nrni  account  for  this  by  sup[K>sing  that  there  is  storage  and  removal 
of  \m^.  HM  the  activity  of  nitrification  requires. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  operation  of  filters,  the  temporary  appli- 
c^ation  of  acid  sewage  Hhould  not  Ix;  followed  by  bad  results.  The 
filter  would  proliably  he  able  to  neutnilize  a  moderate  amount  of 
acid  for  a  short  time,  and  nitrification  would  l)e  uninterrupted. 
This  was  what  ha[)penc-d  when  acid  sewage  was  first  put  upon  Filter 
ISA. 

The  Htndrt  uned  in  the  filters  contain  almost  no  lime  or  available 
alknli,  and  if  the  application  of  acid  sewage  is  long  continued  the 
Hniiill  amount  of  stored  base  is  exhausted,  and  nitrification  is  stopped 
and  purification  checked.  It  would,  of  course,  be  possible  to  neu- 
tralize acid  Hcwage  with  lime  before  filtration,  but  this  would  involve 
expf^nse  and  much  trouble. 

Ill  Filter  No.  17  A  a  little  limestone  was  mixed  with  the  upper 
layers  of  the  filtering  material,  and  sewage  which  was  made  strongly 
acid  was  regularly  applied  for  over  a  year.  The  eflluent  showed  as 
go(Ml  a  purification  and  nitrification  as  when  normal  sewage  was 
filtered,  under  similar  conditions,  through  sand  without  limestone. 
Wo  have  thus  a  cheap  and  efi*ective  remedy  for  any  complication 
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due  to  acidity  of  sewage.  If  the  sewage  is  only  occasionally  acid, 
or  if  the  filtering  material  contains  available  base,  the  acid  will  not 
injuriously  affect  the  result.  If,  however,  the  filtering  material  con- 
tains no  lime,  and  the  sewage  is  so  constantly  and  strongly  acid  as 
to  interfere  with  the  result,  a  little  limestone,  put  upon  the  surface 
or  dug  into  the  upper  layers  of  the  filter,  will  completely  overcome 
the  effect  of  the  acid. 


Permanency  of  Filters. 

Some  of  our  filters  have  been  in  continuous  use,  without  change 
of  material,  for  four  years,  and  are  still  capable  of  doing  good  work. 
As  has  been  frequently  intimated  on  the  preceding  pages,  there  has 
been  an  accumulation  of  organic  matters  in  these  filters.  We  have 
already  seen  some  of  the  effects  of  this  accumulation  in  making  the 
sands  act  as  if  they  were  finer  than  when  clean,  increasing  the  water 
capacity  and  decreasing  the  air  space,  thus  within  certain  limits 
increasing  the  effectiveness  of  coarse  materials,  but  not  improving 
the  fine  sands.  We  have  now  to  consider  this  accumulation  in  con- 
nection with  the  permanency  of  the  filters. 

During  the  first  year's  work  Filter  No.  1  stored  26  per  cent,  of 
the  total  nitrogen  applied,  and  during  the  second  year  the  increase 
in  stored  material  was  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  applied  nitrogen. 
The  storage  was  not  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year  but  was 
greatest  during  the  winter  months.  In  the  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer some  of  the  organic  matter  previously  stored  was  oxidized. 
Filter  No.  2  behaved  in  a  similar  way.  It  was  quite  natural  to 
infer  that  in  succeeding  years  the  percentage  o^  organic  matter 
stored  would  be  still  further  decreased,  until  at  last  a  condition  of 
equilibrium  would  be  reached  when  removal  by  oxidation  would 
equal  the  fresh  storage.  The  data  were  inadequate,  however,  to 
justify  definite  conclusions  on  this  point. 

During  the  past  two  years  we  have  obtained  much  additional 
information  on  this  subject.  The  observations  upon  Filters  1,  2  and 
6  have  been  continued,  and  we  have,  in  addition,  results  from  Filters 
9,  14,  27,  28,  30  and  31.  The  following  table  contains  a  summary 
of  our  data  in  regard  to  the  storage  of  organic  matters.  In  it  are 
shown,  first,  the  total  nitrogen  applied  and  the  amount  stored  in  the 
various  filters ;  next,  the  albuminoid  ammonia  applied  and  stored  are 
compared,  and,  finally  in  the  last  columns,  is  shown  the  insoluble 


430 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


albuminoid  ammonia  of  the  sewage,  that  is,  that  derived  from  the 
sludge,  in  comparison  with  that  stored.  The  data  from  which  this 
table  has  been  made  will  be  given  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this 
report  under  the  heads  of  the  various  filters. 

Storage  of  Nitrogen  by  Filters. 
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It  must  not  be  supposed  that  alt  the  clogging  is  due  to  the  nitrog- 
enous matters  represented  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia.  On  the 
contrary,  fats  and  other  non-nitrogenous  bodies  are  known  to  be 
stored,  and  doubtless  play  their  part  in  the  clogging;  nevertheless, 
the  albuminoid  ammonia  furnishes  a  convenient  and  fairly  sati.sfuctory 
index  of  the  extent  of  clogging,  and  the  amount  of  organic  matter 
stored. 

The  relative  proportions  of  nitrogen  in  different  forma  in  Lawrence 
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sewage,  as  shown  by  hundreds  of  analyses  extending  over  four 
years,  are  as  follows :  — 

Per  Cent. 

Nitrogen  as  free  ammonia, 58.3 

Nitrogen  as  soluble  albuminoid  ammonia, 18.5 

Nitrogen  as  insoluble  albuminoid  ammonia,        .        •        .        .        23.2      ' 

100.0 

Of  the  nitrogen  stored  in  the  filters  more  than  98  per  cent,  is  in 
the  form  of  insoluble  albuminoid  ammonia,  so  that  it  would  seem  that 
the  insoluble  organic  matters  are  mainly  responsible  for  the  clogging 
of  the  filters.  It  is  of  course  possible  that  some  of  the  soluble  organic 
matters  should  become  insoluble  in  the  filter.  Under  some  condi- 
tions this  is  known  to  take  place,  as,  for  instance,  when  the  storage 
is  greater  than  the  total  amount  of  the  insoluble  matter  applied. 
This  has  only  happened  under  conditions  unfavorable  for  oxidation, 
as  for  instance  during  winter,  and  as  soon  as  the  conditions  became 
more  favorable,  some  of  the  stored  material  was  removed. 

In  order  to  test  the  efiect  of  filtering  sewage  containing  more  than 
the  normal  amount  of  insoluble  matter,  small  filters,  Nos.  27  and  28, 
were  treated  with  sludge  separated  from  sewage  by  sedimentation. 
Corresponding  filters  Nos.  30  and  31  were  treated  with  normal 
sewage. 

The  results  obtained  are  as  follows  :  — 


Iniolnble 
27ltrofren 
Applied. 


Tank  30,  No.  1  tand,  normal  sewage, 
Tank  27,  No.  1  aand,  concentrated  aewage. 
Tank  81,  No.  9  aand,  normal  sewage, 
Tank  28,  No.  0  sand,  concentrated  sewage. 


.0402 
.1160 
.0307 
.1160 


Nitrogen 
Stored. 


.0204 
.0863 
.0272 
.0768 


Per  Cent. 

74.2 
73.6 
68.6 
65.8 


In  each  case  there  is  increased  storage  with  concentrated  sewage, 
and  the  increase  is  directly  proportional  to  the  sludge  added. 

Turning  to  our  other  filters  we  find  that  No.  1  has  stored  68  per 
cent,  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  of  the  applied  sludge ;  No.  2,  76 
per  cent. ;  No.  6,  80  per  cent. ;  No.  9,  108  •  per  cent. ;  No.  14,  56 

*  The  excessive  storage  In  No.  0  may  be  the  result  of  the  application  of  sewage  containing  more 
slndge  than  that  applied  to  the  other  fllton.  The  chlorine  in  the  effluent  from  this  tank  han  averaged 
considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  sewage  and  of  other  tanks,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  sewage, 
always  pumped  at  the  same  hour  in  the  morning  for  this  filter,  may  have  been  somewhat  stronger,  and 
that  for  other  filters  slightly  leas  concentrated  than  that  represented  by  the  average  sewage  samples. 
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per  cent.,  averaging  for  all  the  filters  for  which  we  have  accurate 
results,  74  per  cent.  The  lowest  figare  obtained  is  with  Filter  14  (Xo. 
1  i»and),  on  which  Hewage  has  always  been  applied  in  large  doses,  and 
only  once  a  rlay.  Filter  1  for  the  first  two  years  gave  almost  the 
aamc  percentage  storage  with  a  similar  treatment.  During  the  last 
two  years  sewage  has  been  applied  in  smaller  doses  three  times  a 
day.  This  treatment  has  given  a  better  effluent,  but  the  storage  has 
also  lieen  greater.  The  filters  having  the  greatest  storage  (Nos.  9, 
6  and  2)  are  the  finer  sands,  and  these  have  sufiered  at  times  from 
incomplete  ventilation  ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  this  has  been  one 
of  the  factors  in  the  increased  storage. 

The  constancy  of  the  percentages  of  storage  of  insoluble  nitrog- 
enous matters  is  remarkable.  Taking  the  final  results,  the  highest 
are  not  twice  as  great  as  the  lowest,  and  with  seven  filters  out  of 
nine  the  [>ercentages  are  between  66  and  80.  This  can  only  be  inter- 
preted as  showing  that  there  are  substances  in  sewage  so  stable  as  to 
resist,  for  a  very  long  time  at  least,  the  oxidizing  action  of  the 
filters. 

We  have  not  as  yet  obtained  a  permanent  condition  of  equilibrium 
with  no  further  increase  in  storage.  On  the  contrary,  the  organic 
matters  have  been  steadily  increasing,  and  at  a  rate  approximately 
e^jual  to  70  per  cent,  of  the  insoluble  matters  applied.  This  accumu- 
lation has  now  proceeded  so  far  in  some  of  our  filters  as  to  seriously 
cripple  them.  To  secure  as  good  results  in  the  future  as  in  the  past 
some  remedy  must  be  applied.  Two  alternatives  suggest  them- 
selves :  the  clogged  upper  layers  can  be  turned  under  to  a  consider- 
able depth,  or  they  can  be  removed.  If  upon  turning  the  surface 
under,  its  organic  mutters  become  oxidized  in  time  so  that  it  will 
again  serve  for  a  surface  layer,  then  turning  under  is  the  better 
policy ;  otherwise  removal  is  the  better  way. 

This  point  was  discussed  in  the  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sew- 
age and  Water,  pages  44  and  237.  It  was  there  shown  that  the  organic 
matters  were  accumulating  at  the  surface  and  decreasing  elsewhere, 
and  it  was  thought  that  this  indicated  a  stronger  oxidizing  action 
beneath  the  surface.  Another  explanation  is  that  the  matters  near 
the  surface  were  those  suspended  in  the  sewage  and  that  those  stored 
l>elow  wore  the  more  soluble  and  decomposable  matters  of  the 
aewage ;  that  it  was  the  difference  in  character  and  not  in  posi- 
tion, which  determined  their  oxidation.  This  view  is  supported 
by  the  fact  that  when  the  surface  was  raked  and  spaded  under. 
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these  matters  instead  of  disappeariDg  steadily  increased,  as  more 
sewage  was  applied. 

Some  results  on  this  point  have  also  been  obtained  with  Filter 
No.  14.  On  July  29,  1891,  the  upper  foot  of  material  in  this  tank 
was  inverted.  Excellent  results  followed,  and  after  three  months 
the  albuminoid  ammonia  was  reduced  in  the  second  six  inches,  that 
is,  in  the  old  surface,  from  50  to  29  parts  per  100,000.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  an  increase  nearer  the  surface  almost  equal  to 
the  suspended  matter  of  the  applied  sewage,  and  also  in  the  material 
below  the  first  foot.  This  last  amounted  to  more  than  half  as  much 
in  total  weight  as  the  decrease  in  the  old  surface  layer.  Aft^r 
making  the  inversion,  the  downward  flow  of  sewage  was  very  rapid 
after  flooding ;  and  it  is  probable  that  this  organic  matter  was  carried 
down  mechanically  by  the  rapid  current.  The  total  reduction  of 
albuminoid  ammonia  below  the  tipper  six  inches  was  comparatively 
small. 

The  fact  of  continually  increasing  storage  in  the  large  out-door 
filters  is  sufficient  evidence  that  they  do  not  aflford  conditions  favor- 
able to  the  oxidation  of  this  material.  On  them  we  have  applied  as 
much  sewage  as  was  possible  with  good  results,  and  much  more 
than  is  usually  applied  in  practice.  In  a  majority  of  cases, — 
always  with  the  fine  materials,  and  often  with  the  coarser  ones, 
—  this  has  meant  as  much  sewage  as  could  be  oxidized  by  the  air 
in  the  filter.  All  the  air  available  has  been  required  to  oxidize  the 
more  decomposable  matters ;  the  more  stable  insoluble  matter, 
we  may  believe,  can  only  receive  the  attention  of  the  bacteria  when 
there  is  an  excess  of  air.  Filters  do  their  maximum  work  when  the 
volume  of  sewage  applied  is  so  large  that  there  is  no  considerable 
excess  of  air;  when  the  supply  exactly  meets  the  present  demand, 
oxidizing  only  the  less  stable  matters  and  preventing  their  passage 
into  the  efiluent.  There  may  also  be  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
bacteria  will  do  their  best  work  upon  this  insoluble  matter  while 
they  are  receiving  a  daily  dose  of  fresh  sewage,  with  its  rich  supply 
of  food  for  them. 

If  the  fresh  sewage  were  entirely  cut  oflf  would  not  the  bacteria  turn 
their  attention  to  the  sludge?  If  the  upper  layer  were  removed 
entirely  and  piled  up  by  itself,  would  it  not  purify  itself  much  more 
rapidly  than  anywhere  in  a  filter  where  it  is  continually  wet  with  new 
sewage?  If  this  clogged  material  is  removed,  the  filters  will  be  able 
to  continue  doing  the  large  amount  of  good  work  which  they  have 
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done  in  the  past;  they  may  do  even  more  in  some  cases.  The 
removed  material  may  so  purify  itself  in  time  as  to  again  allow  its 
advantageous  use  for  filtration,  but,  if  not,  fresh  sand  must  eventu- 
ally be  supplied.  In  actual  practice  with  ample  areas  of  filtering 
material  a  simple  way  of  applying  these  ideas  would  be  to  abandon 
fbr  a  time  an  old  area,  after  it  had  become  clogged,  without 
removal  of  the  surface.  How  long  a  time  would  be  required  for 
such  an  area  to  regain  its  power  of  sewage  purification,  and  what 
treatments  would  hasten  the  result,  are  subjects  for  further  research. 

Nature  of  the  Sludge. 

It  may  be  queried  whether  piling  up  sand  containing  large  amounts 
of  organic  matter  stored  from  the  sewage  will  not  create  a  nuisance. 
To  this  we  can  answer  no.  The  stored  matters  are  the  most  stable 
portions  of  the  sewage;  they  have  resisted  strong  oxidizing  action, 
and  are  incapable  of  rapid  or  objectionable  decomposition.  The 
matters  which  would  have  caused  trouble  had  they  been  stored  are 
just  the  ones  which  have  been  oxidized.  The  material  should  be  so 
placed  that  a  change  of  air  in  its  pores  will  be  possible,  and  no  ofipQuce 
need  be  anticipated. 

Amount  of  Sand  necessary  to  be  Renewed, 

Filter  No.  6  in  four  years'  use  has  filtered  310,000  gallons  of  sew- 
age, the  equivalent  of  62,000,000  gallons  per  acre.  The  upper  2\ 
inches  of  material  now  contain  about  70  parts  per  100,000  by 
weight  of  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  the  next  3  inches  about  20 
parts.  To  fully  restore  the  filter  to  good  working  order  we  should 
remove  the  upper  2\  inches  or  1.63  cubic  yards  for  the  filter,  or 
5.4  yards  per  million  gallons  of  sewage  treated.  In  July,  1891 ,  when 
Filter  No.  I  commenced  to  be  seriously  clogged,  the  layer  with 
excessive  organic  matters  was  not  more  than  3  inches  deep,  although 
more  than  400,000  gallons  of  sewage  (80,000,000  gallons  per  acre) 
had  passed.  In  this  case  the  removal  of  two  yards,  or  at  the  rate  of 
5  yards  per  million  gallons  of  sewage  treated,  would  have  sufficed. 
In  June,  1891,  the  surface  of  Filter  No.  2  was  clogged  not  more 
than  two  inches  deep  after  filtering  230,000  gallons  (46,000,000 
gallons  per  acre),  corresponding  to  5.8  yards  per  million  gallons. 
The  sand  below  this  upper  layer  contains  some  stored  matter, 
which  would  be  carried  forward  to  the  next  account,  and  might 
eventually  rabe  the  amount  of   sand  to  be  removed  to  eight  or 
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even  ten  yards  per  million  gallons.  On  the  other  hand,  so  far 
as  this  sand  regains  its  power  of  purifying  sewage  this  amount,  will 
be  reduced.  If  the  sewage  contained  more  or  less  suspended 
matter,  correspondingly  more  or  less  new  sand  would  be  required, 
and  if  the  suspended  matter  was  first  removed  from  the  sewage  by 
settling,  we  may  believe  that  the  amount  of  sand  to  be  removed 
would  be  very  small.  Experiments  are  now  in  progress  to  deter- 
mine this  point. 


456 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


CHAKACTER  OF  THE  SEWAGE. 


The  sewage  used  at  the  Experiment  Station  is  brought  through  a 
two  and  one-half  inch  pipe  about  4,300  feet  long  from  one  of  the 
main  city  sewers,  as  described  in  the  special  report  upon  the  Purifi- 
cation of  Sewage  and  Water  (pages  3  and  34).  A  certain  amount 
of  the  insoluble  matters  of  the  sewage,  especially  the  sand,  is 
deposited  in  the  pipe,  which  requires  to  be  cleaned  at  intervals. 
In  order  to  get  information  in  regard  to  the  matters  removed  from 
the  sewage  by  this  deposit,  on  Jan.  26,  1892,  when  the  pipe  was 
cleaned  by  blowing  out  with  water  from  a  hydrant,  samples  of  the 
water  passing  the  pipe  were  taken.  From  the  analyses  of  these 
samples,  and  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  water  used  to  clean  the 
pipe,  was  calculated  the  total  amount  of  various  substances  washed 
from  the  pipe  in  pounds,  and  these  reckoned  on  the  entire  quantity 
of  sewage  which  had  passed  the  pipe  since  the  previous  cleaning, 
showed  how  much  the  analysis  of  the  sewage  was  changed  by  pass- 
ing through  the  pipe.     The  results  were  as  follows  :  — 


Total  Amoant 

WMhed 
out  in  Pounds. 


Reckoned 

In  Piirts  per 

IOO,OOU  on 

the  ttewage 

Conveyed 

•Ince  Previous 

Cleaning. 


LoM  on  Ignition, 
Fixed  residue,    . 
Albuminoid  ammonU, 
Oxygen  consamed,    . 
Fat 


33.4 

3.72 

34.0 

3.89 

0.83 

.09 

2.78 

.81 

10.04 

l.ll 

Average 
Composlton  of 

beWMge 

at  the  Outlet  of 

the  IMpe 

during  thia 

Period. 


.76 
4.52 


It  thus  appears  that  the  matters  retained  in  the  pipe  represented 
10  per  cent,  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  6  per  cent,  of  the 
oxygen  consumed,  and  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  fats. 

The  average  composition  of  the  sewage  as  received  at  the  station 
during  the  past  four  years  is  as  follows :  — 
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[Parts  In  100,000.] 


• 

§ 

a 

a 

< 

Eh 

ALBUMiMOio  Ammonia. 

I     NlTBOOKK  At 

• 

a 

9 
M 

o 

U    1 

1 

• 

9 
1 

Insclublc. 

• 

f 

8 

1 

-5 

C  3  S 

M^a 

1888 

1.5528 

.0878 

.1611 

.6267 

6.19 

0 

0 

I      _ 

1,000,000 

1880 

1.8439 

.6540 

.2909 

.2631 

4.92 

0 

0 

- 

708,000 

1WU|      •        •        •        • 

1.8200 

.6862 

.8805 

.3057 

6.46 

0 

0 

8.26 

1,085,000 

ltlvl|       ■         •         •         • 

2.2196 

.7295 

.8446 

.3849 

T.87    ' 

0 

0 

3.64 

093,000 

ATerage  4  years,  . 

1.8501 

.6644 

.2943 

.3701 

6.73 

1 

0 

0 

j    3.44 

'     871,000 

The  strength  of  the  sewage  is  slowly  increasing,  the  average 
total  nitrogen  for  1891  being  25  percent,  greater  than  that  for  1888. 

The  results  of  the  daily  sewage  analyses  since  Nov.  1,  1889,  are 
given  in  the  following  table :  — 


Analtses  < 

OF  Sewage. 

[Parts  in  100,000.] 

Free  Ammonia. 

Albcminoid 

AMMONIA 

1 

1 

Oxygen 

Consumed. 

1 

Bacteria  per! 
Cub:c    Centi- 
meter. 

DATS. 

i 

1 
a 

1 

Albumikoid 
AMMuaiA. 

• 

• 
e 

1 

s 

• 

1 
S 

9 
m 

o 

Bacteria  per 
Cubic    Centi- 
meter. 

Datb. 

i 

Soluble. 

■i 

1 

9 

1 

1S8». 

1S8». 

1 

Nov.     1, 

2.00 

.46 

.32 

4.77 

- 

- 

Dec.     4, 

- 

- 

- 

^               «* 

199.800 

2, 

2.65 

.66 

.84 

4.87 

- 

- 

6. 

1.40 

.41 

.83 

4.66     - 

1 

- 

2.75 

.72 

.48 

8.62 

- 

- 

7, 

1.00 

.87 

.80 

3.60     - 

- 

1.75 

.67 

.32 

4.70 

- 

686.000 

0, 

.80 

.48 

.82 

2.80     - 

j 

- 

n 

2.10 

.62 

.36 

4.60 

- 

- 

10. 

1.00 

.82 

.26 

3.90     - 

3(M,200 

2.26 

.63 

.84 

6.27 

- 

- 

11* 

1.20 

.46 

.27 

4.47     - 

- 

2.60 

.04 

.64 

6.72 

- 

- 

12. 

1.10 

.87 

.28 

4.02     - 

- 

14, 

2.26 

.62 

.40 

6.27 

- 

- 

14, 

.86 

.46 

.33 

3.80     - 

- 

le, 

2.00 

.67 

.42 

9.00 

- 

610,800 

16, 

1.36 

.78 

.42 

3.60     - 

- 

18. 

2.16 

.70 

.49 

0.69 

- 

- 

17. 

- 

- 

- 

^ 

470,400 

21, 

1.66 

.84 

.24 

4.10 

- 

110,400 

10. 

1.16 

.60 

.37 

4.60     - 

- 

28, 

1.75 

.42 

.26 

4.67 

- 

- 

20. 

.86 

.00 

.84 

5.05     - 

- 

26, 

1.86 

.67 

.40 

6.06 

- 

1 

21, 

1.80 

.67 

.29 

3.06     - 

- 

28, 

1.66 

.88 

.21 

6.47 

- 

- 

28, 

1.23 

.27 

.20 

3.65     - 

- 

80, 

1.20 

.38 

.20 

4.21 

- 

- 

24. 

l.SO 

.61 

.34 

4.47     - 

- 

.   ..^ 

. 

— 

The  pipe  leading  from  the  Lawreooe  Street  main  sewer  to  the  Experiment  Station  was  cleaned  oat 
December  6. 
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e 
e 

E 

B 

•< 

1 

JALBrmifoiD 
Ammusiia. 

1 

Oxygen 

Contamed. 

1 

-3 

Datb. 

Free  Ammonia. 

1 

'  Albumixoid 
'   Ammoxia. 

1  1 

DATS. 

• 

1 

• 

• 

§ 

i 
1 

e 

•i 

1 
■ 
• 

1 

a 

1    S? 

0  ,0 

e 

IIMM. 

189«. 

Doc.    20. 

1.05 

.27 

.22 

3.52 

- 

- 

Feb.      0, 

1.42 

1.33 

.29 

4.10   - 

- 

Jff. 

1.30 

.47 

.37   20.95 

- 

- 

8. 

1.46 

1.40 

.33 

4.37   - 

879,400 

28, 

1.07 

.43 

.20 

5.95 

- 

237.000 

10. 

1.50 

.59 

.42 

2.82 

- 

30. 

1.40 

.40 

.30 

4.57 

- 

- 

11. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"" 

879.500 

81, 

1.55 

.00 

.32 

4.40 

- 

- 

12. 

1 

1.55 

.37 

.30 

5.84 

- 

- 

189«. 

1 

IS, 

1.55 

.45 

.34 

4.92 

- 

- 

Ju.       1. 

l.«5 

.41 

.27 

4.48 

- 

512,100 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

687,400 

2. 

1.00 

.43 

.35 

4.08 

- 

- 

14. 

1.85 

1.84 

.40 

5.21 

- 

- 

8. 

1.15 

1.20 

.28 

10.05 

- 

- 

17. 

2.C0 

.08 

.50 

3.79 

- 

- 

4. 

1.50 

.88 

.31 

5.20 

- 

- 

18. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

570,200 

«. 

1.05 

.57 

.37 

3.70 

- 

- 

W. 

1.50 

1.00 

.28 

5.82 

- 

- 

7. 

- 

- 

"" 

- 

- 

889,400 

1             *"' 

1.45 

.82 

.55 

5.13 

- 

- 

8. 

1.40 

.40 

.20 

4.70 

- 

- 

^. 

1.90 

.90 

.42 

5.20 

- 

- 

». 

1.13 

.58 

.82 

4.21 

- 

- 

24, 

1 

1.85 

.67 

.41 

3.12 

- 

- 

10, 

1.00 

.50 

.80 

4.58 

- 

- 

20. 

1.05 

.37 

.27 

2.00 

- 

- 

11. 

1.70 

1.10 

.33  1  4.02 

- 

- 

I              27, 

1.15 

.43 

.29 

2.82 

- 

- 

13. 

1.05 

.47 

.29 

4.00 

- 

- 

Umr,     1, 

1 

1.15 

.52 

.81 

4.92 

- 

- 

u. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

800.000 

8. 

1.40 

.28 

.20 

8.54 

- 

- 

15. 

1.20 

.03 

.29 

4.30 

- 

- 

*. 

1.60 

.48 

.40 

4.18     - 

- 

w. 

.75 

.00 

.22 

2.03 

• 

- 

i           e. 

1.40 

.TO 

.38 

10.75   4.00 

- 

18. 

1.27 

.48 

.37 

4.72 

- 

;    •■ 

1.12 

1.23 

.28     4.321    - 

1 

- 

20, 

1.2S 

.31 

.21 

2.82 

- 

1 

;      10, 

1.70 

.50 

.48 

4.92     - 

- 

21, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

544,500  1 

1      "• 

^ 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

730,000 

22. 

1.48 

.43 

.83 

4.91 

- 

- 

1      ^. 

1.70 

1.10 

.32 

4.03 

" 

- 

23. 

1.50 

.51 

.29 

4.88 

- 

'         w. 

.82 

.58 

.38     2.37     - 

- 

24, 

1.43 

.00 

.42 

0.82 

- 

1 

1"' 

l.OS 

.29 

.23     3.19'    - 

- 

25. 

1.27 

.50 

.27 

7.97 

- 

- 

J              19. 

1.35 

1.40 

.35  >  4.55     - 

- 

27. 

1.03 

.40 

.40 

3.28 

- 

- 

.              «' 

1.55 

.49 

.87  1  4.18     - 

1 

- 

28, 

1.8.'^ 

1.03 

.30 

5.12 

- 

912,450 

1              22, 

1.30 

.50 

.23     3.87|    - 

- 

2». 

1.43 

.37 

.81 

4.23 

- 

- 

1 

1.80 

.42 

.25  '  4.57     - 

- 

30, 

1.00 

.30 

.82 

5.01 

- 

- 

20, 

1.2S 

.35 

.30     5.27   3.00 

410,500 

Feb.      1, 

1.85 

1.87 

.84 

5.57 

- 

- 

27, 

1.05 

.08 

.     .30  1  4.37     - 

- 

3. 

2.00 

.71 

.47 

8.00 

- 

- 

28, 

1 

1.01 

.51 

.27  !  4.87'    - 

;                1 

- 

4. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

506,200 

;   «. 

1.20 

.80 

.33 

3.57|    - 

- 

6. 

1.50 

.52 

.18 

5.45 

1 

April    2, 

f 

1.25 

.07 

.25 

5.02*  3.80 

1 

- 

fiewAfe  pipe  f^om  Lawranoe  Street  eewer  cIcAoed  oat  March  12. 
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Analyses  of  Sewage — Continued. 


§ 

I 

Alhomixoio 
Ammuxia. 

i 

■C 

• 

a 

9 
• 

J? 

0 

u  a  «; 

Datb. 

I 

ALBCMI9IOID 
AMMOMIA. 

Chlorine. 

• 

B 

D 
• 

«»» 

,5 

li 

-.*, 

Datb. 

■ 

3 

• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

Z 

1 

1800. 

1800. 

April    3, 

1.3ft 

.70 

.82 

6.43 

3.40 

- 

June     6, 

1.60 

.45 

.28 

5.74   2.40 

1 

- 

4. 

1.55 

.44 

.35 

4.12 

2.50 

- 

«. 

1.80 

.40 

.30 

6.00   1.6S 

- 

T. 

1.78 

.50 

.40 

3.20 

1.96 

- 

10, 

2.00 

.62 

.24 

6.22  2.80 

1 

- 

9. 

1.38 

.!» 

.38 

4.77 

- 

- 

11. 

2.00 

.64 

.28 

5.22,  3.10 

- 

10, 

1.00 

.68 

.32 

8.80 

4.80 

- 

12, 

2.20 

.55 

.33 

6.08 

2.24 

• 

11. 

1.30 

1.14 

.29 

4.04 

5.10 

- 

13, 

2.00 

.67 

.35 

4.85 

1.96 

- 

14. 

1.60 

.56 

.40 

3.83 

2.60 

- 

18, 

2.25 

.02 

.36 

4.80 

3.12 

— 

le. 

1.40 

.47 

.35 

4.20 

2.40 

- 

18, 

2.26 

.n 

.38 

6.00 

3.60 

- 

17, 

1.75 

1.08 

.52 

0.77 

2.90 

- 

w. 

2.40 

.75 

.83 

5.84 

3.10 

- 

18. 

1.60 

.01 

.55 

4.03 

- 

- 

20. 

2.26 

.67 

.33 

5.62 

2.30 

• 

21. 

1.50 

.64 

.47 

3.95 

2.20 

- 

24, 

2.25 

.78 

.40 

0.02 

- 

708.000 

23. 

1.42 

.61 

.40 

4.85 

- 

- 

25, 

1.50 

.60 

.38 

7.40!  3.60 

- 

24, 

2.25 

.52 

.34 

4.10 

2.20 

- 

26. 

1.00 

.60 

.40 

7.62  2.80 

180,000 

25. 

1.00 

.46 

.29 

8.72 

2.00 

- 

27. 

1.00 

.69 

.42 

4.82   2.20 

. 

28, 

1.&5 

.44 

.29 

3.90 

2.60 

- 

30. 

2.40 

.00 

.66 

4.68 

2.80 

- 

30, 

1.53 

.57 

.43 

4.40 

2.10 

- 

Jaly      2, 

2.00 

.97 

.57 

6.32 

3.20 

- 

May      1, 

1.05 

.44 

.40 

4.72 

2.70 

- 

8, 

2.60 

.05 

.61 

4.87 

2.90 

7.600.000 

2, 

1.60 

.75 

.63 

3.99 

1.70 

- 

4. 

1.90 

.40 

.28 

8.62 

1.90 

- 

6. 

1.53 

.45 

.32 

4.64 

2.20 

- 

7, 

2.10 

.81 

.67 

7.07 

3.30 

807,000 

7. 

1.25 

.40 

.26 

4.60 

1.90 

- 

». 

2.00 

.07 

.42 

7.25   2.40 

. 

8. 

1.53 

.37 

.81 

4.24 

2.70 

- 

10. 

2.to 

.06 

.42 

7.49 

2.30 

- 

». 

1.05 

.45 

.35 

4.50 

2.00 

- 

11. 

2.60 

.02 

.62 

4.87 

2.00 

- 

12, 

1.70 

1.11 

.43 

4.42 

4.70 

- 

12, 

1.86 

.08 

.08 

5.62  2.80 

• 

14, 

1.75 

.55 

.34 

4.82 

2.80 

- 

14, 

2.76 

.88 

.88 

6.97 

3.00 

160.000 

w, 

1.75 

.60 

.37 

6.80 

2.80 

- 

18. 

2.65 

.91 

.62 

7.07 

3.20 

. 

le. 

1.40 

.70 

.37 

8.17 

4.60 

- 

17. 

2.75 

1.06 

.55 

6.10   2.80 

1.401.000 

w. 

2.05 

.67 

.47 

10.92 

2.70 

- 

18. 

2.86 

.98 

.48 

6.17 

3.10 

-. 

21, 

1.78 

.50 

.40 

5.10 

2.30 

- 

21, 

2.85 

.70 

.62 

5.40   3.40 

— 

22, 

1.85 

.41 

.29 

5.42 

2.00 

- 

23, 

2.60 

.80 

.57 

6.17|  2.10 

- 

23. 

1.80 

.02 

.42 

5.06 

2.70 

- 

24. 

2.65 

.70 

.40 

8.0o'  2.40 

621.600 

28, 

1.65 

.08 

.26 

4.30 

2.80 

- 

25. 

1.25 

.09 

.38 

3.02   2.70 

— 

2». 

1.72 

.82 

.50 

5.57 

2.60 

- 

28. 

1.20 

.97 

.41 

3.22 

3.70 

m. 

80, 

2.20 

.48 

.27 

4.62 

1.50 

- 

28. 

1.90 

.73 

.40 

4.82   3.90 

. 

Jane     2, 

2.00 

.07 

.40 

4.02 

2.70 

- 

30. 

2.60 

.03 

.36 

6.02'  3.20 

- 

4, 

1.85 

.05 

.29 

5.04 

3.80 

- 

31, 

2.60 

.88 

.46 

7.40 

2.30 

1.278.000 

6«wage  pipe  from  Lawrence  Street  eewer  cleaned  oat  June  20. 
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AxALTSES  or  Sewage — Omlinued. 


< 

ALKcinvoro 

AUU'»91A. 

1     ^ 

:  1 

tm    1 

DATS. 

18M. 

i 

a 

< 

I 

ALsrvryoiD 
AaaonA. 

• 
e 

"5 

• 

B 
S 

%.  ■ 

DATS. 

1 

3 
I 

m 

• 

1 

3 
1 

-  =  5 

«'«  3 

!*••. 

. 

1 

; 

Auff.     1 

,     2.10 

.45 

.28 

5.27   8.40 

' 

Oct.     10, 

s.so 

1.12 

.28 

6.60 

6.00 

- 

i 

,    3.U 

.« 

.48 

6.82  8.40 

- 

M, 

2.20 

.97 

.65 

6.07 

8.90 

8,04,000 

6 

,    «.7i 

.80 

.41 

5.92  4.00 

- 

15. 

1.85 

.65 

.47 

5.97 

3.30 

- 

T 

,    3.00 

.83 

.37 

8.36  2.80  2,165.000 

16. 

2.35 

.56 

.44 

6. 1  ■ 

3.20 

- 

« 

,     2.75 

.M 

.45 

6.98  2.40 

- 

17. 

1.00 

.81 

.19 

,  2.02 

1 

2.80-  3,222,000 

13 

,    2.90 

1.31 

.43 

19.67  4.80 

1 

22, 

1.60 

.48 

.32 

6.29 

2.IO1 

- 

If 

,    3.25 

1.04 

.89 

15.00 

8.60  1,977,000 

23. 

1.40 

.60 

.43 

6.02 

3.30 

- 

«, 

3.10 

1.02 

.34 

8.67 

8.80 

- 

24. 

2.00 

1 

.48 

.34 

■ 
\ 

6.90 

2.40  2,0464MO 

», 

,    2.00 

•", 

.34 

11.80*  8.60 

- 

28, 

1.76 

1 

.40 

.30 

5.1516.30 

846.000 

21, 

'  2.47 

.65  ■ 

.37 

8.94  3.80 

1,661,800 

29, 

=  1.75 

1 

.88 

.86 

r 

5.70 

2.20 

- 

« 

,    2.00 

.78 

.88 

17.13  8.50 

1 

- 

80. 

I  1.70 

1 

.42 

!    -^ 

5.17 

2.00 

- 

27. 

.90 

.37 

.30 

6.49  2.60 

- 

n. 

2.60 

.56 

'     .39 

1 

6.82 

3.40 

- 

28. 

,    2.10 

.50 

1 

.36 

7.94   2.80 

1          1 

- 

Nov.     4, 

2.16 

1 

.64 

.27 

6.10 

8.80  1,440,000 

29, 

,     1.85 

1.03 

.58 

5.92  4.90 

- 

6, 

1.90  . 

.64 

.41 

4.90 

2.70, 

- 

8«pt.     8, 

1.90 

.57 

.44 

5.62   8.00 

- 

«. 

2.76 

.02 

.42 

6.20 

2.80 

1 

- 

4 

,    2.25 

.07 

.50 

4.79   8.00 

299,100 

=               7, 

2.10 

.70 

.84 

6.61 

8.80  3,180,000 

6, 

2.20 

.02 

.45 

'  4.67   3.30 

- 

11, 

2.75 

.74 

.41 

6.57 

8.30; 

287,600 

9, 

2.10 

.04 

.40 

8.47"  8.10 

1 

163,800  ; 

12, 

2.00 

.69 

.62 

6.82 

3.80 

- 

10, 

.flO 

.41 

.13 

1.80  3.00 

'          ^        1 

13, 

2.25  , 

.62 

.46 

7.02 

3.50 

- 

11, 

l.W 

.U 

.36 

6.40,  2.10 

1 

14, 

2.00 

.84 

.41 

6.37 

8.40 

846,000 

12 

,     1.90 

.54 

.35 

'.  5.82  2.00 

! 

18, 

1.65 

4.00 

.40 

4.07 

7.20 

1 

1,818,000 

15. 

2.W 

.51 

.88 

5.17^  3.00 

■ 

19, 

2.15 

.60 

.60 

6.62 

8.7O1 

1 

- 

17. 

1.3.'* 

.51 

.87 

5.24*  8.50 

1 

„          1 
1 

20, 

1.90 

.75 

.S7 

5.32 

5.40; 

1 

- 

w, 

l.W 

.49 

.33 

6.22   2.40 

'       -     1 

21, 

2.25  , 

.86 

.65 

6.00 

4.20" 

1.096,000 

19. 

2.00 

.30 

.19 

6.17.  1.70 

1 

i 
1 

25, 

j 

1.50  ' 

1 

.97 

.65 

4.14 

4.30| 

534,000 

22, 

,     2.10 

.60 

.28 

4.97   2.30 

1 

1 
1 

26, 

1.15  ' 

.47 

.41 

3.97 

2.30 

- 

24, 

l.%:i 

.47 

.38 

5.15'  1.80 

1 

27. 

1.75  ' 

1 

.73 

.68 

4.16 

3.60' 

- 

2.'», 

2.40 

.60 

.39 

5.02   2.80 

- 

28, 

1 

2.25 

1 

.76 

.70 

5.04 

5.30 

108,000 

20, 

2.50 

.50 

.34 

6.87   2.20 

- 

Dec.     2, 

1.76  1 

1 

.68 

.43 

5.82 

4.80 

1,116,000 

Oct.       1, 

2.10 

.50 

.46 

5.20     - 

1 

8. 

2.50 

1.17 

.54 

4.92 

7.20| 

- 

2, 

1  2.15 

1.08 

.49 

6.47     - 

1 

4. 

.90 

.76 

.28 

2.40 

3.&0' 

- 

3. 

2.35 

1.02 

.88 

6.22  3.40 

1 

6, 

1 
1.35  ■ 

.67 

.40 

4.20 

3.30 

630,000 

«. 

1  2.85 

.40 

.83 

6.07   3.60 

•• 

1.90 

j 

.66 

.86 

10.20 

4.20  1,206,000 

«. 

2.10 

.44 

.86 

4.62 

2.80 

1 

10. 

2.35 

1.00 

.48 

4.77. 

4.80 

- 

9, 

1.75 

1 

.70, 

.68 

6.72 

7.00 

1 

11. 

1.75 

1 

.68 

.44 

lo.so' 

4.10 

- 

Bewsffe  pip«  from  Lswrvnet  Btre«t  mwot  dMncd  out  Aiifott  28  and  Nortmber  21. 
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Analyses  or  Sewage — Continued. 


Free  Ammonia. 

Albunixoid 
Ammoxia. 

4 
1 

5 

• 

1 

S 

a 

f 

II 

2  a  « 

Datb. 

• 

■ 

it 

a 

1890. 

Dec.    12, 

1.40 

.54 

.34 

5.22 

4.20 

1,152.000 

le. 

2.00 

.65 

.36 

5.82 

6.00 

116,000 

17. 

2.35 

.02 

.40 

4.22 

4.20 

- 

18. 

1.90 

.08 

.46 

11.05 

3.60 

- 

19. 

.90 

1.02 

.24 

3.80 

2.40 

696,000 

23. 

1.10 

.40 

.25 

4.74 

1.60 

1,188,000 

24, 

1.60 

.73 

.37 

3.97 

3.30 

732,000 

2fl. 

1.25 

.48 

.27 

2.92 

1.80 

1,260,000 

80. 

1.25 

.57 

.25 

4.20 

2.50 

M8,000 

31. 

1.35 

.99 

.36 

3.87 

4.40 

- 

1801. 

Jan.      1, 

2.00 

.54 

.29 

3.47 

2.60 

- 

2, 

1.25 

.28 

.20 

3.45 

1.60 

480,000 

6. 

1.00 

.40 

.22 

12.12 

8.40 

646,000 

•• 

1.46 

.47 

.35 

4.47 

3.40 

- 

8. 

1.90 

.63 

.32 

5.12 

2.00 

- 

^» 

.90 

.39 

.22 

2.85 

1.20 

622,000 

13. 

.70 

.20 

.15 

2.20 

1.30 

296,000 

14. 

.00 

.41 

.21 

3.57 

2.60 

- 

15. 

1.40 

.45 

.19 

4.25 

2.10 

- 

16, 

1.75 

.72 

.23 

- 

8.60 

834,000 

20, 

1.6b 

1.27 

.41 

4.16   3.40 

600,000 

21. 

1.85 

.68 

.40 

4.57j  2.60 

- 

22. 

2.35 

.70 

.»4 

8.95 

3.20 

- 

23. 

.80 

.33 

.24 

3.30 

2.40 

354,000 

27. 

1.50 

.32 

.26 

3.82 

1.80 

264,000 

28. 

1.43 

.43 

.38 

4.57 

3.40 

- 

29, 

1.65 

.46 

.31 

5.22   2.60 

- 

80, 

1.75 

.48 

.28 

4.17    1.60 

216,000 

Feb.     3, 

1.10 

.36 

.28 

6.20  2.50 

152,000 

4, 

1.25 

.38 

.25 

4.00 

2.20 

- 

5, 

1.40 

.53 

.35 

4.72 

3.10 

- 

«. 

1.50 

.93 

.30 

4.00 

3.8U 

828,000 

10. 

1.40 

.52 

.35 

4.17 

2.50 

35.000 

11, 

.90 

.46 

.20 

3.77 

2.20 

' 

Datb. 

• 

S, 

B 

< 

I 

h. 

Albunixuid 

AMMOXIA. 

1    a 

1       a 

1  \^ 

t  iS 

Bacteria  per  i 
Cnblo  Centi- 
meter. 

■ 

1 

a 

1801. 

Feb.    12, 

1.40 

.69 

.34 

5.02  3.80 

- 

18. 

1.50 

.50 

.26 

4.56  4.00 

818,000 

17. 

.90 

.42 

.24 

3.27   2.80 

124,000 

18. 

.90 

.89 

.25 

2.82  2.10 

- 

19, 

1.85 

.27 

.18 

2.42   1.70 

- 

20. 

1.40 

.31 

.24 

4.00   1.00 

138,000 

24. 

1.35 

.68 

.35 

4.16   4.00 

666,000 

25, 

1.25 

.46 

.27 

3.17   3.20 

26, 

.75 

.29 

.17 

1.72j  2.20 

- 

27, 

.90 

.28 

.19 

2.67    1.80 

160,000 

tfar.     8, 

.90 

.36 

.21 

3.94:  2.30 

270,000 

4, 

1.35 

.70 

.90 

4.22   2.10 

5. 

1.30 

.61 

.26 

3.42   1.60 

1 

" 

•. 

1.60 

.60 

.27 

4.17   2.40 

398,000 

10, 

1.40 

.61 

.27 

4.30   3.70 

336,000 

11. 

.70 

.37 

.16 

2.62    1.60 

1 

- 

12. 

1.10 

.29 

.18 

8.62   1.60 

- 

13, 

.90 

.27 

.14 

3.40   1.60 

1,314,000 

18, 

1.80 

1.35 

.21 

3.47   4.70 

19, 

1.65 

1.46 

.25 

3.87,  6.90 

- 

20, 

1.25 

.90 

.19 

3.94   2.10 

842,000 

31. 

1.75 

.80 

.21 

7.65  3.80 

720,000 

April     1, 

1.50 

.51 

.18 

5.92 

2.30 

- 

2. 

1.65 

.44 

.17 

5.22    1.50 

1                 3, 

1.90 

.68 

.21 

4.60   2.40 

1 

126.000 

!                7. 

1 

1.20 

.36 

.22 

7.27,  1.00 

1 

480,000 

8. 

1.35 

.30 

.19 

4. OS   1.50 

1 

- 

9, 

1.25 

.32 

.15 

5.87    1.30 

- 

10. 

1.25 

.31 

.16 

4.20    1.40 

120,000 

17. 

2.00 

.42 

.16 

K.'il   2.10 

108,000 

21. 

1.90 

.61 

.30 

1 
.'>.o7    2.50 

202,000 

22 

1.50 

.40 

.18 

4.:J7    1.4U 

- 

23, 

1.65 

.32 

.19 

5.64j  1.90 

- 

24, 

1.15 

1.15 

.30 

.'>.45   4.70 

670,000 

28, 

1.80 

1 
1 

.56 

.40 

0.52 

2.70 

1 

900,000 

Sewage  pipe  from  Lawrence  Street  aewer  cleaned  out  April  24. 


462 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Analyses 

1  OP  Sewage— (^n/»«tte<Z. 

• 

1 

< 

1 

Albuminoid 

AMMOXIA. 

i 

a 

• 

B 

a 

-3 
5-a 

Dati. 

i 

s 

i 

a 

< 

I 

Albci 
Amm 

• 

1 

IIMOID 
OKIA. 

1    "S 

1    i 

^i 

4'*^ 

Datb. 

.J 

1 

1 

1 

• 

• 

s 

• 

i 

1^ 

0 

IMl. 

lAOI. 

April  29. 

1.60 

.54" 

.30 

4.44 

2.90 

- 

July      1, 

2.86 

.77 

.38 

8.40 

3.60 

- 

30, 

1.85 

.60 

.29 

6.80 

2.90 

- 

2. 

3.26 

.72 

.37 

7.70 

2.80 

- 

Uny      1. 

1.85 

.55 

.29 

4.22 

2.30 

1,360,000 

8, 

3.00 

1.01 

.48 

10.18 

4.30 

428,000 

6, 

1.60 

.56 

.35 

6.07 

3.10 

1,388,000 

7, 

2.76 

1.13 

.36 

7.5»  6.60 

36.000 

«, 

1.40 

.42 

.25 

4.70 

1.70 

- 

8, 

1.60 

.46 

.19 

3.80  3.20 

- 

T. 

1.85 

.51 

.36 

5.90 

2.30 

- 

9. 

2.86 

.49 

.28 

0.00 

2.60 

- 

8, 

1.90 

.50 

.84 

7.78 

2.40 

2,160,000 

10. 

2.90 

.62 

.81 

7.70   2.60 

646,000 

12. 

1.85 

.66 

.43 

6.22 

3.70 

1.440,000 

14. 

2.90 

1.06 

.42 

6.80   4.80 

688.000 

13, 

2.15 

.68 

.38 

7.10 

2.80 

- 

15. 

3.00 

.68 

.31 

8.a^  3.50 

- 

14, 

2.00 

.82 

.82 

9.60 

2.70 

- 

16. 

1.90 

.63 

.42 

7.10  3.00 

- 

15. 

2.10 

.64 

.29 

5.27   2.50 

1.260.000 

17, 

2.90 

.92 

.52 

42.20  8.80 

- 

19. 

1.85 

1.77 

.31 

8.70 

6.00 

1,386.000 

21. 

2.75 

.82 

.65 

27.80 

3.90 

364  .COO 

20. 

2.15 

.68 

.36  1  5.37 

2.H0 

- 

22. 

3.10 

.79 

.39 

5.46   3.60 

1 

- 

21. 

2.15 

.64 

.34     5.50 

3.00 

~ 

23. 

2.66 

.64 

.47 

7.00|  2.40 

- 

22. 

2.20 

.00 

.31     6.90 

1 

2.9U 

1,440,000 

24. 

2.60 

.80 

.40 

33.10'  2.50 

378,000 

26, 

2.25 

.65 

.36    14.35 

3.50 

- 

28. 

2.25 

1.15 

.37 

6.25,  4.90 

1.430.000 

27. 

2.60 

.62 

.26 

0.08 

3.20 

- 

29, 

1.75 

.83 

.27 

9.30'  5.20 

1 

- 

28. 

2.90 

.67 

.35 

6.45   2.60 

- 

30. 

2.40 

.65 

.29 

1 
6.00,  4.00 

- 

29. 

2.40 

.89 

.39  ,  8.10'  3.70 

1           j 

540,000 

1 

31. 

1.60 

.57 

.30 

4.70|  3.20 

406,000 

Jane     S, 

2.85 

1.03 

.39  >18.25   4.80 

j          1 

1,098,000 

Aug.     4. 

2.65 

.70 

.41 

7.12   3.00 

700,000 

3. 

2.7r» 

.85 

.35  '  4.95'  4.20 

1           1 

- 

5, 

2.90 

.58 

.32 

8. 88   2.50 

- 

4, 

2.10 

.52 

.27     5.00   2.00 

_ 

6,     2.75 

.63 

.38 

5.95   3.00 

- 

6. 

2.35 

.69 

.39  '  8.20   2.60 

1          1 

234.000 

7,  i  3.75 

.90 

.42 

6.70'  5.00 

1 

240,000 

9, 

2.75 

.75 

.36   21.60!'  3.60 

936,000 

11, 

2.60 

.81 

.32 

1 
6.36|  3.70 

- 

10, 

3.00 

.70 

.37  1  7.25'  4.60 

1 

12, 

2.60 

.67 

.40 

7.25'  3.40 

1 

- 

11. 

2.90 

.fiS 

.85  1  6.80  4.40 

1          ' 

13,     3.16 

.86 

.54 

8.50|  4.10 

- 

12, 

2.65 

1.14 

.39   26.10'  3.80 

1          , 

368.000 

14. {  3.10 

.93 

.41 

9.081  4.50 

- 

16, 

2.90 

1.06 

.45     7.60,  5.50 

1 

376.000  1 

18.     3.00 

1.10 

.40 

7.08|  5.30 

4,059,000 

17, 

1.03 

.34   31.10   4.90 

1 

_ 

19, 

3.00 

.81 

.42 

7.30'  4.90 

1 

" 

18. 

1.85 

.88 

.28  .  6.80'  5.80 

1 

1 

20, 

3.65 

.84 

.36 

7.40,  4.10 

19. 

2.75 

.81 

.32 

8.50;  4.10 

1 

74.000 

21,  i  3.00 

.93 

.« 

11.25'  6.60 

994.000 

23, 

2.00 

.78 

.20 

7.30,  4.10 

1 

186.000  1 

25, 

2.65 

.65 

.39 

1 

6.70,  3.50 

1,746,000 

w. 

2.30 

.97 

.28 

6.75!  5.20 

I 

- 

26, 

2.35 

.43 

.27 

1 

12.90,  2.40 

- 

25,' 

1 

2.60 

1 

.78 

.32 

7.15  4.00 

1 
_        1 

27, 

2.76 

.60 

.26 

6.73'  2.40 

1 

- 

M.| 

1 

2.25  ' 

.61 

.39 

7.65,  3.00 

604.000 

28, 

2.60 

.61 

.28 

6.38!  3.60 

605.000 

30, 

1 

2.40 

j 

.71 

.20 

8.46   4.00 

1 

116.000  \ 

8ept.     1, 

2.40 

.00 

.31 

10.78  3.30 

724.000 

Sewage  pipe  from  Lawrence  Street  sewer  eleeaed  ont  July  16. 
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Analyses  or  Sewaoe  —  Concluded. 


• 

J! 

§ 
S 

a 

•< 

i 

Albci 

AMM( 

• 

1 

flKOID 
DKIA. 

Chlorine. 

« 

a 

s 
m 

1 

Bacteria  per 
Cable  Ceutl- 
meter. 

DATS. 

i 

1 

ALfeUMisroiD 

AMMOSriA. 

Chlorine. 

• 

•0 
« 

B 

a 
• 

II 

s? 

0 

is 

Dati. 

• 

z 

a 

1 

■ 

S 

3 

5«S 

18»1. 

lt»l. 

Sept.     2, 

2.50 

.63 

.37 

6.45 

2.80 

- 

Nov.     8. 

8.40 

1.18 

.40 

15.10 

7.20 

874,800 

8, 

2.90 

.61 

.32 

5.75 

2.90 

- 

4. 

4.00 

2.27 

.33 

6.75 

8.40 

- 

4. 

2.10 

.40 

.30 

15.55  2.30 

1 

884,000 

«. 

2.40 

.65 

.26 

5.00 

8.80 

566,000 

9. 

1.40 

.37 

.23 

6.63,  2.70 

880,000 

e. 

2.80 

.75 

.86 

9.70 

8.70 

- 

9. 

LW 

.42 

.19 

5.80'  1.80 

- 

10, 

3.50 

1.24 

.66 

8.80 

6.50 

855,000 

10. 

2.25 

.44 

.30 

8.95   2.S0 

11. 

3.75 

1.12 

.59 

13.40 

4.40 

- 

11. 

2.00 

.51 

.26 

6.65   1.90 

1 

860,000 

12. 

2.40 

.71 

.53 

6.20 

3.30 

500,000 

15, 

2.50 

.63 

.23 

8.60!  8.30 

392,000 

18. 

3.40 

.60 

.40 

8.20 

3.80 

. 

1«, 

2.40 

1.09 

.40 

6.60  5.70 

- 

17. 

8.00 

.64 

.47 

4.90 

S.0<) 

556,000 

17, 

2.00 

.82 

.43 

6.25   4.90 

- 

18. 

3.60 

1.16 

.54 

6.25 

5.30 

- 

18. 

2.00 

.65 

.43 

8.45   3.00 

- 

w. 

3.00 

1.04 

.49 

6.66 

4.70 

375,000 

22. 

3.26 

.83 

.53 

7.55   4.40 

! 

1,530,000 

20. 

2.76 

.69 

.39 

7.25 

2.90 

- 

23, 

3.40 

.95 

.48 

10.00 

3.60 

24. 

2.65 

.77 

.52 

7.05 

4.50  2,432,000 

24, 

3.40 

1.01 

.48 

8.15 

3.60 

- 

26. 

2.60 

.60 

.41 

6.00 

3.40 

527,000 

25. 

3.25 

.98 

.49 

35.15  4.00 

1 

- 

27, 

2.60 

.65 

.26 

4. 18 

2.70 

>. 

2». 

3.25 

.76 

.43 

7.75|  3.40 

954,000 

30. 

3.50 

5.75 

.45 

21.55  24.20 

1 

- 

80. 

4.00 

.90 

.47 

7.O2I  5.20 

- 

Dec.      1, 

2.65 

1.85 

.89 

1 
6.6016.60 

879,000 

Oct.      1, 

4.25 

.79 

.44 

7.03 

3.40 

- 

2. 

2.10 

.83 

.32 

5.80 

4.60 

- 

2. 

3.15 

1.25 

.44 

13.62  5.00 

- 

3. 

2.50 

.70 

.37 

7.02 

4.00 

365.000 

6. 

3.25 

1.07 

.49 

11.85 

4.33 

1,674,000 

4. 

2.10 

.69 

.36 

8.45 
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Bewage  pipe  from  Lawrence  Street  sewer  cleaned  ool  Beptamber  15  and  December  9. 
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Tb«  folloirinjr  UMe  conUinft  a  miiiiittxy  cf  Sftj  microacopkal 
examiiMtioDJt  of  the  sewage :  — 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  1. 


This  is  one  of  the  large  tanks  having  an  area  of  one  two-hundredth 
of  an  acre  and  containing  for  filtering  material  5  feet  3^  inches  of 
very  coarse  sand  resting  upon  3^  inches  of  gravel  of  various  assorted 
sizes.  The  mechanical  analysis  of  this  sand  is  given  on  page  429. 
It  has  been  in  continuous  use  for  sewage  filtration  since  January, 
1888. 

The  history  of  this  filter  for  nearly  two  years  of  its  use  up  to 
Nov.  1,  1889,  was  given  in  the  special  report  upon  the  Purifica- 
tion of  Sewage  and  Water  (page  14).  In  November  and  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  some  special  experiments  were  made  (described  on  page 
672  of  that  report),  showing  that  in  its  passage  through  the  filter 
a  portion  of  any  particular  dose  of  sewage  passes  a  large  part 
of  the  water  previously  held  by  the  sand,  particularly  with  large 
quantities  of  sewage,  and  this  first  portion  may  pass  through  the 
filter  in  too  shoi*t  a  time  to  allow  perfect  purification.  These  ex- 
periments indicated  that  better  results  might  be  obtained  by  the 
more  frequent  application  of  smaller  doses  aggregating  the  same  total 
amount,  and  soon  after  such  a  change  was  made. 

In  considering  the  results  of  these  experiments,  there  was  found 
to  be  a  great  decrease  in  free  ammonia  when  the  sewage  passed 
the  filter,  in  even  so  short  a  time  as  fifty  minutes.  It  was  queried 
whether  actual  ammonia  could  be  removed  in  so  short  a  time,  and 
whether  these  results  did  not  indicate  that  the  so-called  free  ammonia 
of  sewage  was  not  really  ammonia,  but  some  extremely  decomposable 
organic  matter.  To  settle  this  point,  enough  ammonia  as  ammonium 
chloride  was  added  to  the  sewage  December  24  to  double  the  free 
ammonia.  Samples  of  the  efiiuent  were  taken  as  before,  and  with 
precisely  the  same  result ;  the  added  ammonia  behaved  in  exactly 
the  same  way  as  the  free  ammonia  of  the  sewage.  This  experiment, 
like  all  others  which  we  have  tried,  gives  no  indication  of  a  differ- 
ence between  the  free  ammonia  of  sewage  and  actual  ammonia. 

For  about  six  months  prior  to  Dec.  9,  1889,  sewage  was  applied 
to  this  filter  four  times  a  week  at  an  average  daily  rate  of  57,100 
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gallons  per  acre;  after  this  date  until  June  23,  1890,  with  the 
exception  of  December  23  and  24,  sewage  was  applied  at  the  rate 
of  51,400  gallons  [)er  acre  daily,  and  from  December  16  this  was 
applied  in  three  portions  each  day,  for  six  days  in  the  week, — 
one  as  early  and  one  as  late  in  the  day  as  convenient,  with  a  third 
midway  between. 

From  Nov.  27,  1889,  to  April  8,  1890,  the  filter  was  protected 
from  snow  by  the  canvas  cover  used  during  the  winter  of  1888-89. 
During  this  period  good,  although  not  complete,  nitrification  was 
maintained,  the  nitrates  averaging  1.17  parts  for  December  to 
March  and  the  free  ammonia  .0900  part  per  100,000. 

Early  in  April  the  sewage  commenced  to  stand  on  the  surface, 
excluding  the  air,  and  on  April  8  the  surface  was  raked,  breaking 
up  the  slimy  scum  and  allowing  the  sewage  to  soak  away  more 
rapidly.  On  April  18  the  raking  was  repeated,  and  afterward  the 
sewage  disappeared  promptly.  As  the  weather  became  warmer 
nitrification  hecame  constantly  more  complete,  until,  in  May,  the 
ammonia  was  only  .0044,  with  2.53  nitrates. 

On  June  23  the  tiink  was  in  good  condition,  and  the  amount  of 
applied  sewage  was  increased  50  per  cent,  to  77,100  gallons  per 
acre  daily  ;  at  the  same  time  the  raking  of  the  surface  of  the  sand  to 
a  depth  of  about  one  inch  each  week  was  begun.  It  was  thought 
that  perhaps  with  systematic  breaking  up  of  the  scum  on  the  surface 
a  much  larger  amount  of  sewage  could  be  applied  without  impairing 
the  quality  of  the  effluent. 

The  results  obtained  during  July  and  August  were  so  favorable 
that  a  further  increase  was  made  September  8  to  102,860  gallons  per 
acre  daily ;  the  sewage  was  applied  three  times  a  day  for  six  days 
in  the  week.  With  the  weekly  raking,  the  surface  did  not  clog, 
and  good  results  were  obtained  during  September  and  October, 
although  the  nitrates  were  somewhat  lower  than  l>efore. 

During  the  first  winter  sewage  had  been  applied  to  this  tank  with- 
out  any  protection  whatever,  and  no  nitrificatinn  had  been  obtained. 
During  the  two  following  winters  the  filter  had  been  protected  from 
snow,  and  to  a  certain  extent  from  cold,  by  a  canvas  cover ;  and  under 
these  conditions  purification  and  nitrification  had  been  maintained  all 
winter.  The  filter  was  now  in  admirable  condition,  giving  a  very 
fair  effluent,  with  a  dose  of  102,860  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  it  was 
decided  to  leave  it  again  unprotected  from  the  weather  to  see  what 
results  could  be  so  obtained.     During  the  latter  part  of  November 
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frost  commenced  to  form  in  the  sand,  and  the  effluent  deteriorated 
in  quality. 

December,  1890,  was  an  extremely  cold  month,  and  thick  cakes  of 
ice  were  formed  by  the  freezing  of  the  sewage  on  the  surface,  which 
were  removed  on  the  10th,  23d  and  31st.  By  January  1  nitrification 
had  nearly  stopped,  and  the  effluent  was  in  a  worse  condition  than 
ever  before.  The  albuminoid  ammonia  in  December  was  15  per 
cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage,  and  in  January  20  per  cent.,  while  the 
oxygen  consumed  was  21  and  27  per  cent.,  respectively.  This  is  by 
far  the  worst  result  which  has  ever  been  obtained  with  this  filter, 
but  even  then  the  effluent  was  better  than  could  possibl}'-  have 
been  obtained  by  chemical  precipitation,  for  80  per  cent,  of  the 
nitrogenous  organic  matter  was  either  oxidized  or  stored  in  the 
filter. 

The  sewage  was  applied  during  this  time  at  the  temperature 
which  it  had  in  the  sewer,  namely,  44^  to  46°.  About  the  Ist  of 
February  the  filter  commenced  to  improve  very  decidedly,  and  during 
February  the  free  ammonia  was  .3700  with  1.09  nitrates;  in  March 
the  figures  became  .0900  and  1.31,  and  in  April  .0065  and  1.57.  Dur- 
ing May  the  results  were  excellent,  and  also  in  the  first  pait  of  June. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June  the  scum  which  had  been  each  week,  for 
more  than  a  year,  broken  by  raking  had  at  last  so  filled  the  upper 
layers  of  sand  with  organic  matter  that  simple  raking  was  no  longer 
eflfective  in  its  removal.  It  re-formed  so  quickly  after  raking  that 
sewage  stood  too  long  on  the  surface,  preventing  the  circulation  of 
air,  and  so  causing  imperfect  purification,  especially  as  the  strong 
summer  sewage  requires  more  air  for  its  oxidation  than  does  the 
more  dilute  winter  sewage. 

It  was  judged  from  the  appearance  and  analyses  of  the  sand  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  long  obtain  a  good  purification  of  the 
sewage  the  way  the  filter  was  then  going,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  so  change  the  treatment  as  to  prolong  the  efficiency  of  the  filter. 
On  June  30  the  surface  was  made  into  ridges  and  furrows,  the 
ridges  being  about  four  feet  apart  and  six  inches  high  above  the 
trenches.  The  ridges  contained  the  old  scum  and  the  dirtiest  sand, 
while  the  trenches  were  comparatively  clean.  It  was  our  idea  that 
the  trenches  would  allow  enough  sewage  to  pass  if  the  clogged  sur- 
face was  occasionally  removed  and  placed  on  top  of  the  ridges ;  and 
we  expected  that  on  top  of  the  ridges,  where  it  had  full  sunlight  and 
was  never  wet  except  by  rain,  or  by  water  drawn  up  by  capillarity, 
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the  conditions  for  its  oxidation  would  prove  more  favorable  than 
when  it  was  repeatedly  saturated  by  fresh  sewage ;  and  we  hoped 
that  by  the  time  the  trench  had  become  too  deep,  by  repeatedly 
removing  its  surface,  the  material  so  removed  and  meanwhile  kept 
comparatively  dry  on  the  ridge  would  have  so  far  purified  itself  that 
the  positions  of  the  ridges  and  trenches  could  be  changed  and  the 
process  repeated  indefinitely. 

At  first  the  sewage  undoubtedly  went  down  too  much  in  places, 
and  the  results  were  not  so  good  as  could  have  been  desired ;  but 
after  two  or  three  weeks  a  marked  improvement  in  the  eflluent  took 
place,  and  in  August  we  obtained  free  ammonia  .0093  and  nitrates 
1.80.  The  material  in  the  ridges  was  dry,  and  apparently  much  of 
the  organic  matter  had  been  removed  by  oxidation  ;  but  while  some 
oxidation  undoubtedly  took  place  in  the  ridges  it  was  not  so  great 
as  the  appearance  indicated.  The  following  determination  of 
ammonia  in  average  samples  of  sand  representing  the  ridges  were 
made : — 

[Part!  in  100,000.] 


1S91. 


Albuminoid  Am- 
monU. 


July  1.  . 
August  20, 
October  13, 


80 
65 
75 


Of  course  the  lower  portions  of  these  ridges  were  wet  by  sewage 
at  each  application  and  took  up  more  or  less  organic  matter  from  it. 
The  greater  part  of  this  may  have  been  oxidized,  but  some  of  the 
more  stable  matters  must  have  remained  to  increase  that  of  the 
ridges.  The  increased  nitrogen,  on  October  13,  was  in  part  due  to 
scraping  the  accumulated  slime  from  the  trenches  and  piling  it  on 
the  ridges  Septeral>er  2. 

On  October  13  the  position  of  the  ridges  and  trenches  was 
changed,  giving  a  new  surface  to  receive  the  sewage,  and,  com- 
mencing November  U,  the  sewage  was  applied  only  twelve  times  a 
week  instead  of  eighteen,  the  size  of  the  single  doses  being  pro- 
portionately increased,  so  that  the  total  amount  applied  remained 
unchanged.    These  changes,  however,  produced  no  marked  or  per- 
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manent  improvement  in  the  quslity  of  the  effluent,  which  was  steadily 
deteriorating  as  the  increase  in  the  organic  matters  in  the  upper 
layers  retarded  the  circulation  of  air;  and  it  was  not  until  this 
clogged  surface  material,  five  inches  deep,  was  removed  in  1892, 
after  the  period  covered  hy  the  tables  in  this  report,  that  the  tiller 
was  completely  restored  to  its  original  power  of  sewage  purifica- 
tion. 

In  the  following  table  are  given,  the  average  analyses  of  sewage 
and  effluent  by  six-month  periods,  from  the  beginning,  January  10, 
1888,  with  the  quantity  of  sewage  passing.  It  will  be  seen  that 
during  the  colder  half  of  the  year,  with  the  surface  protected  from 
snow,  the  results  obtained  were  nearly  as  good  a?  in  the  warmer 
months.  In  the  winter  of  1890—91,  however,  with  the  surface 
unprotected,  nitrification  was  less  perfect,  and  the  effluent  contained 
more  organic  matter  and  more  bacteria  than  in  the  following  sum- 
mer, with  the  same  quantity  of  sewage.  In  the  last  period  of  two 
months  the  elfect  of  the  clogging  of  the  surface  was  beginning  to 
show  itself  in  the  analysis  of  the  effluent. 


Average  Analysts  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  1,  by  Six-tnoalh 
Periods. 
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The  aemi-weekly  analyses  are  given  in  detail  in  the  following 
table :  — 

Filter  Tank  No.  1. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  1  —  CotUinued. 
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Filter  Tank  Ko.  1  —  Concluded. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  i,  represent- 
ing the  Different  Farts  of  the  Daily  Flow, 


DAT. 


Hour. 


Kate  of 

Flow. 


Cubic  On 
tliuettrn  , 

prr       I     

Minute.   I  (Sallons 


Amount: 

I'mited  ! 

^Ince    ' 

FlO<Hl- 


Ammonia. 


r  r06. 


Albu- 
mlnoia. 


1AS9. 

Nov.   30, 

2.01 

3.340 

3.00 

2.080 

4.00 

2,840 

6.01 

2,580 

109  ' 
150 
•206  ' 
240  * 


.0028 


.0010 


.0138 


.0124 


Chlo- 
rine. 


.87 
1.37 
1.47 
1.52 


NlTtOOKH  At 


;  Nitrates. 


Nitrites 


Diirtrrla 
Oxyiren        p«.r 
Cm-        (.'uliic 


1.0000 

.8000 

1.1000 

1.1500 


.0016 
.0012 
.0020 
.0008 


suiued. 


(  eu- 
tlmtter. 


528 
M4 
482 
*297 


Nov.  30.  — Cliy  water  equivalent  to  100,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  10.37  to  12.10. 


Dec.     7, 


9.50 

11.12 

2.80 
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*-^ 
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.0088 
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.5500 
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10 
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.8000 

.0000 
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1,520 

865 
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.0010 

.0136 

.88 

.3400 

1 

.0001 

- 

36 

103 


Dec.  7.  — City  water  equivalent  to  100,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  /rom  10.27  to  11.30. 


Dec.     9, 


8.84 

10.44 

I     11.36 

I     11.44 

!     11.56 

12.05 

12.17 

4.32 


80  J 

i 

78 
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30,1  fiO 
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173  ! 
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.0146 
.0236 
.0220 
.0104 


.0082 

.70  ' 

.0100 

.75 

.0176 

.62 

.0360 

.56  1 

.0450 

.04 

1 

.0470 

1.00 

.fihU 

1.06  • 

.0338 

1.37 

Dec.  0.  —  Sewage  equivalent  to  100,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  10.53  to  11.44.    This  was  the  ftr«t 

dose  of  sewage  after  applying  water. 


Dec.    23, 


I 


0.10 
10.31 
10.35 
10.40 
10.45 
10.  A2 
11.00 
11.10 
11.20 
11.30 
12.00 


I 
02  i 

800 

3,000 

3,500  I 

6,800 

12,000 

16,800 

16,000 

11,400 

5,760 


1.6800 

.0002 

- 

182 

1.7500 

.0002 

- 

- 

1.5500 

.0000 

- 

- 

1.2500 

.0022 

- 

- 

1.2000 

.0020 

- 

- 

1.2000 

.0028 

- 

- 

1.2000 

.0024  : 

1 

- 

- 

1.2500 

.0024    ; 

1 

- 

- 

1.2000 

.0024 

1 

- 

- 

1.3300 

.0022 

- 

• 

1.2500 

.0016  , 

1 

- 

- 

Dec.  23.  ~  Sewage  equivalent  to  100,000  gallona  per  acre  applied  frum  10.30  to  11.00. 
*  Qallons  paated  after  the  aample  and  before  flooding. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  oj  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  1,  represent- 
ing the  Jhfferent  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow  —  Continued. 


DAT. 

Hoar. 

Rale  of 
Flow. 

Cubic  Ccn- 
tinieterv 

per 
Minute. 

Amount . 

l*NBi>ed  ; 

since 

Flimd- 

Inic. 

Oallons 

lAft*. 

Dec.    24, 

8.66 

176 

0 

0.63 

1.200 

1 

0.68 

6,000 

6 

10.03 

11,000 

13 

10.08 

14,500 

36 

10.13 

16,600 

67 

10.22 

18.000 

06 

10.33 

16,000 

147 

11.16 

6,700 

268 

Ahmomia. 

Chlo- 
rine. 

KlTtCMBV  AS 

Oiyiren 
Con- 
sumed. 

Bacteria 

per 

Cubic 

On- 

tlmeter. 

Free. 

Albn. 
minotd. 

Nitrates. 

Kitrttei. 

.0630 

.0210 

4.06 

1.4000 

.0004 

037 

.0740 

.0210 

3.07 

1.6000 

.0004 

- 

- 

.0820 

.0360 

8.02 

1.3600 

.0014 

- 

- 

.1110 

.0360 

4.02 

1.3000 

.0028 

- 

- 

1      .1160 

.0800 

4.20 

1.8000 

.0036 

- 

- 

.1280 

1 

.0400 

4.37 

1.3000 

.0030 

- 

- 

!      .1640 

1 

.0420 

4.70 

1.4000 

.0060 

- 

- 

!      .1830 

j 

.0640 

6.07 

1.4000 

.0060 

- 

- 

.1640 

.0430 

6.46 

,     1.3000 

.0030 

- 

- 

Dec.  24.— 


Sewage  equivalent  to  100,000  gallooa  per  acre,  to  which  amroooium  chloride  equal  to  2  parts 
of  ammonia  per  100,000  was  added,  applied  from  0.11  to  10.11. 


1890. 

I 

1 

May    12, 

8.62t 

168 

0 

1 

.0042 

.0102 

4.22 

1    2.0000 

.0002 

.14 

17 

3.36* 

1,160 

70 

.0062 

.0206 

4.24 

J    2.0000 

.0001 

.16 

1,026 

7.00* 

1,200 

142 

.0028 

.0206 

4.27 

2.4000 

.0000 

.16 

1 

1,320 

18. 

6.001 

310 

232 

.0026 

.0202 

4.27 

:    2.6000 

1 

.0000 

.16 

20 

May  12.  —  Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  20,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  0. 02  toO. 14, 1.26  to  1.36 

and  3.40  to  3.47. 


July  12, 


270 

j 

1 

0  . 

.0030 

.0214 

0.73 

1.6500 

1 

1,662 

12  '' 

.0068 

.0316 

'      0.12 

1     1.7600 

1 

1,040 

42 

.0032 

.0264 

'      0.42 

1     1.7500 

4,630 

102 

.0100 

.0412 

'      8.83 

1 

1.6500 

1,060 

202 

.0032 

.0288 

0.18 

1.7500 

1,420 

811 

.0050 

.0280 

:    0.15 

1.6000 

.0008 
.0010 
.0008 
.0008 
.0004  '! 

li 

.0004  ' 


.10 
.25 
.21 
.28 
.21 
.23 


1,006 
6,077 
11,760 
47,250 
4,602 
4,500 


July  12.  —  Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  80,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  8.44  to  9.00,  11.23  to 

11.40  and  8.46  to  4.02. 


Kov.  16, 


340 

0 

.0204 

.0182 

6.47 

1.0800 

1.100 

8 

.0528 

.0198  \ 

6.04 

1.2500 

1 

10,080 

209 

.4540 

.1260  ' 

6.69 

1       .4100 

6,480 

309 

.2400 

.0900  ! 

5.77 

.7900 

3,720 

893 

.1140 

.0510 

6.85 

,       .8700 

1.280 

606 

.0740 

.0300 

6.97 

;     1.0900 

.0000 
.0000 
.1000 
.0018 
.0008 
.0002 


.21 
.21 
.72 
.44 
.33 


.27 


660 

1,220 

19.680 

35,100 

22,140 

7,920 


Nov.  16.  —  Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  8.38  to  0.06. 1.26  to 

1.52  and  2.54  to  3.22. 


♦p.m.    t  A.m. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  i,  represent- 
ing the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow  —  Continued. 


RHteof 
Flow. 

Amount 
Pussed 

Ammonia. 

Hour. 

Cubic  Cen- 

since 
Flood- 

DAT. 

timeters 

per 
Mluute. 

ing. 
Gallons. 

Free. 

Albu- 
minoid. 

1890. 

Nov.  21, 

8.40 

850 

0 

.0352 

.0208 

1.33 

1,320 

108 

.0540 

.0228 

2.39 

6,100 

150 

.1040 

.0260 

3.20 

4,200 

200 

.0820 

.0310 

4.59 

5.580 

300 

.1800 

.0400 

8.40 

2,040 

602 

.0750 

.0220 

Ohio-    j 

rlne.    • 

1 

NiTBOOIV  AS 

Oxyiren 
Con- 
sumed. 

Bacteria 

per 

Cubic 

C«fn- 

tlmeter. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

1 

4.92  ' 

5.20 

6.18 

6.42 

6.47 

5.57 

.7000 
.8300 
.8300 
.8900 
.6700 
.7600 

.0001 
.0001 
.0005 
.0003 
.0004 
.0001 

.23 
.27 
.28 
.26 
.29 
.25 

1,060 

6,S60 

8,640 

11,700 

4,860 

Nov.  21.  — Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallona  per  acre  applied  from  8.40  to  0  08,  1.20  to 

1.55  and  3.58  to  4.16. 


Dec.     4, 


8.20 
11.49 
1.33 
2.22 
4.26 
5.24 


460 

0 

.6300 

.0480 

6.02 

.5800 

.0006 

.36 

2.760 

94 

.6300 

.0800 

4.77 

.6600 

.0012 

.50 

7,200 

.     222 

.9800 

.0710 

3.70 

.3000 

.0025 

.55 

4.320 

294 

.8500 

.0710 

3.79 

.2900 

.0014 

.56 

8,100 

394 

.9700 

.0920 

3.20 

.2400 

.0001 

.52 

4.590 

491 

.7500 

.0890 

1 

3.27 

.3400 

.0012 

.56 

1 

8,610 
36,790 
49,800 
44,020 
81,600 


Dec.  4.  >-Do«os  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  8.39  to  9.01,  11.19  to 

11.42  and  3.15  to  3.33. 


1A9I. 

Feb.    13, 


5.10 
7.43 
8.25 
10..V6 
1.25 
4.20 
8.41 


280 

1 

0 

3.020 

26 

1,940 

50 

860 

100 

3.600 

200 

6.100 

300 

1,200 

493 

.4000 
.2500 
.3000 
.4000 
.3800 
.4000 
.3700 


.0320 
.0640 
.0300 
.0400 
.0460  i 

.avto  I 

.0420 


I 

4.94 
4.52  ' 
4.64 
4.67  I 
4.62  > 
4.45 
4.64 


;i 


1.4800 
.9900 
1.2700 
1.2500 
1.2000 
.9400 
1.2300 


.0060 
.0090 
.0110 
.0060 
.0080. 
.0200 
.0120 


.36 
.40 
.37 
.33 
.36 
.41 
.34 


112 
23,400 
2,500 
1,200 
6,600 
9,000 

600 


Feb.  13.  —  Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40.000  gallons  per  acre 

12.01  and  3.35  to  3.48. 


applied  from  6.43  to  7.01,  11  43  to 


Mar.   13 

5.20 

4*20 

0 

.0272  ' 

.0232  : 

3.10 

1     l.!»00 

.0012 

1 

.21 

300 

0.12 

2,220 

20 

.0284  ' 

.0268 

3.00 

1.5900 

.0016 

.22 

2,100 

10.02 

2.440 

60 

.       .0348 

.0260 

3.00 

1.5000 

.0016 

1 

.22 

780 

,    11.20 

2,440 

100 

.0356  1 

.0244 

3.00 

1 

1.3500 

.0016  ! 

.22 

900 

1.17 

6.580 

233 

.0436 

.0280  1 

2.93  1 

1.3400 

.0018  1 

.22 

400 

2.29 

3,060 

302 

.0478 

.0248 

1 

2.88 

1.4000 

.0022  , 

.22 

1,990 

'      6.60 

2.680 

603 

.0500 

1 

.0300 

2.82  . 

1 
1 

1.3600 

1 

.0022  , 

.22 

MO 

Mar.  13.  —  Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  7.48  to  8.00,  11.17  to 

11.32  and  3.38  to  3.46. 
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Oietnical  and  Biological  Examinalions  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  Ko.  1,  represent 

ing  the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow  —  Continaed. 


Hour. 

Kiitcof 
Flow. 

Cubic  Cen- 
tl  meters 

Minute. 

Amount 
P«s»ed 
Bince 
Flood- 
ing. 

Gttllont. 

Ammonia. 

Chk>- 
rin«. 

NmOOKM  AB 

Oxysrn 
Con- 
sumed. 

t 

UsrterU 

Cnbic 

<>n- 

tlmeter. 

DAT. 

Free. 

Albn- 
mlnold. 

NHrates. 

Nitrites. 

1M9I. 

Apr.   17, 

8.32 
10.23 
3.30 
4.54 
8.45 
6.37 

2,680 
1,620 
8,600 
7,600 
1.320 
350 

43 
100 
200 
802 
613 
604 

.0022 
.0046 
.0066 
.0082 

.0138 

1 

.0068 

.0210 

.0190 

.0266  , 

.0228 

.0192 

.0186 

4.60 
4.60 
4.42 
4.35 
4.47 
4.47 

1.6400 
1.7300 
1.5300 
1.6300 
1.6000 
1.8100 

.0000 
.0001 
.0001 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

.20 
.19 
.19 
.20 
.20 
.17 

2,680 
1,380 
2,680 
8,460 
2,520 
1       3,980 

Apr.  17.  — Dosos  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  6.38  to  7.01,  1.53  to 

2.19  and  4.07  to  4.23. 


May    22. 

5.25 

380 

0 

.0002 

.0172 

11.88 

1.8600 

.0001 

.26 

142 

8.25 

1,800 

20  I 

.0002 

.0202 

9.27 

1.6000 

.0000 

.28 

6.800 

9.38 

1,500 

60 

.0008 

.0180 

9.85 

1.6400 

.0000 

.26 

800 

• 

12.13 

1,080 

100 

.0006 

.0176 

10.3U 

1.7000 

.0000 

.26 

162 

• 

3.09 

8,800 

20O 

.0028 

.0250 

8.50 

1.6700 

.0000 

.28 

5,580 

4.40 

8.460 

300 

.0080 

.0272 

7.98 

1 

1.6600 

•0004 

1 

.28 

1,500 

8.43 

1,470 

50.'^ 

.0014 

.0238 

8.80 

1.7300 

.0000 

.25 

400 

May  22.  —Doses  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  6.55  to  7.12,  1.33  to 

1.55  and  3.43  to  3.59. 


July    16,  I 


9.09 
2.38 
4.47 
5.34 


1,360 

1 
12G 

.0960 

.0240 

6.98 

1.3300 

1 
.0020 

.45 

1,260 

325 

.1040 

.0380 

7.16 

1.2300 

.0024  ' 

.48 

5,520 

456 

.0440 

.0520 

7.20 

.9300 

.0080  , 

1 

.61 

280 

626 

.0660 

.O'JSO 

1 

8.90  1 

1.3100 

.0022 

.46 

17 

3 

12,000 

137 


Jaly  16.  —  DoscA  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  6  40  to  6.55,  1131  to 

11.48  and  3.42  to  4.04. 


Sept.  17, 

8.31 

1,680 

1 

.0028 

.0172 

9.52 

2,360 

52 

.0026 

.0182 

11.3.) 

1,36  J 

102 

.0012 

.0162 

3.46 

5,160 

166 

.0006 

.0228 

4.1« 

4,680 

202 

.Oi>40 

.0226 

6.45 

1,530 

305 

.0016 

.0160 

,     7.50 

1.6700 

.0001 

.21 

4.384 

7.47 

1.5400 

.0001 

.17 

2,540 

,     7.50 

1.6300 

.0000 

.19 

1 

366 

!     7.05 

1.5000 

.0006 

.23 

6.76S 

7.03 

,     1.6)00 

.0007 

.25 

5,648 

7.38 

1     1.4100 

1 

.0001 

.10 

y.5I0 

Sept.  17.  —  Dosea  of  sewage  each  equivalent  to  40,000  Kallons  per  acre  applicil  from  7.47  lo  8.02,  3.00  to 

3.16  HDd  at  6.52. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  1,  represent- 
ing the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Fhw  —  Concluded. 


DAT. 


1891. 

Dec.     8, 


Uour. 


Rate  of 
Klow. 

Cubic  Cen- 
timeters 

per 
Minute. 


5.14 
8.42 
8.69 
10.49 
4.14 
4.62 


280 

14,400 

8.780 

1.780 

16,200 

0.240 


Amount 

runted 

since 

Ammovia. 

Flood- 
ing. 

Omiuns 

1 

Free. 

Albn- 
minold. 

0 
60 
100 
200 
300 
400 

.8700 
.4800 
.4700 
.8700 
.3700 
.4000 

.0600 
.1060 
.1220 
.0720 
.1340 
.1260 

NlTRO«EV  A8 

Nitrates. 

Nitritea. 

1.5400 

.0100 

.7800 

.1500 

.8200 

.1600 

1.4500 

.0400 

1.8300 

.1500 

.9000 

.1300 

Oxygen 

Con- 
'  snmed. 


U^ct^ria 
per 

Cubic 

Cen- 
tiuaetar. 


.20 

9,700 

.69 

187,000 

.72 

86,000 

.49 

60.400 

.72 

169,000 

.77 

6.700 

Dec.  8.  —  Doaea  of  sewage  each  eqalvaleot  to  60,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  7.67  to  8  30  and  3.88 

to  4.04. 

The  followins:  table  contains  a  summary  of  thirty-eight  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 


Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  1. 

[Number  of  organisms  per  100  cable  centimeters.] 


OtOAKIBXS. 


I  rerciMJtajje  of 
I         Times 
iFniind  to  Total 
'     Numliorof 
I  Obttervatlontt. 


Avor«fre 
NumtMT. 


Mnximum 
NumlMT. 


PL.\NT8. 
DlatomaceaB.    Synedra,    . 

AlgBB. 

Chloroooccus.      .... 
Ulothrix, 

Punfirl*    Baccharomycea, 

ANIMALS. 
Bhlzopoda.    Am<cla, 

Infusoria. 

Monas, 

rararooBcium.       .... 

Vermes. 

Anfrnillnla, 

Rotifer, 

Kotatoriao  ova,    .... 


26 


2A 
25 

500 


2S 


8.600 
200 


50 
50 
25 
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Table  shoiving  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand  at  Different  Depths, 
calculated  froni  Detcmtinations  of  Free  and  Altntmiuoid  Ammonia,  and  de- 
ducting the  1  Pari  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand. 

[Farts  in  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  saDd.] 


DiSTANCK 

Bklow  Scbface 


0-1  iDcb, 

1  inch, 

2  inches, 

4 


8 
12 
18 
24 
88 
48 
80 


<i 
(• 
II 
II 
II 
I* 
II 
II 


Deo, 
1S8S. 


Feb, 


Jane,       Nov., 


1889.     ISA*.     1890. 


Apr.  16, 
18»0. 


Jane  18,  Not  24, 
1890.  '  1890. 


32.48 
18.00 
12.20 
6.80 
3.75 
8.30 
3.20 
3.16 
3.15 
2.70 
1.85 


77.65 

39.80 

22.20 

10.60 

6.00 

3.85 

2.55 

2.40 

2.40 

2.40 

2.40 


116.19 

26.20 

16.10 

9.30 

4.45 

2.90 

2.00 

1.65 

1.20 

1.06 

.96 


405.72 

66.0 

42.00 

46.0 

28.40 

35.0 

14.20 

27.0 

6.30 

9.0 

8.06 

6.0 

1.76 

3.3 

1.60 

2.7 

1.60 

1.6 

1.15 

.7 

.75 

.4 

68.0 

42.0 

32.0 

18.0 

7.2 

6.3 

2.6 

1.8 

.6 

.3 

.2 


Mar.  26. 
1891. 


June  29, 
1891. 


I  Not.  9, 
1891. 


I 


226.0 

139.0 

104.0 

104.0 

i 

66.0 

83.0 

16.6 

37.0 

7.6 

20.0 

6.6 

12.3 

8.8 

8.7 

2.5 

6.3 

2.0 

2.9 

1.0 

1.2 

.7 

1.1 

227.0 

112.0 

70.0 

38.0 

20.0 

12.2 

6.7 

4.5 

8.4 

2.3 

1.6 


19.4 
11.9 
7.8 
8.1 
1.9 
1.7 


Table  showing  the  Total  Nitrogen  applied  to  Filter  Tank  No.  1 ;  the  Amount 
in  the  Effluent ;  and  the  Amount  stored  in  the  Hand,  in  Pounds. 


Dec, 
1848. 


1889. 


Feb.,    Jane,     Nov  ,,  Apr.  16,  June  18, 


1889.    1889.1   1890.      1890. 


Nov.  24,  Ifftr.  25,  JuDe29.  Nov  9, 
1890. I  1891.     1801.    1891. 


Total  DitroKen  applied 
to  date. 

Amount  In  effluent  to 
dale,  . 

Amount  stored  in  sand 
to  dati'. 

Amount  lost  to  date, 


Per  cent,  stored,  . 
Per  cent.  lost. 


16.62  I  18.83 


24.96 


6.6S       7.90     12.66 


4.27 
5.67 

26 
34 


6.49 


4.06 


6.44       8.26 


29 
29 


16 
33 


36.63 

42.93 

46.41 

63.05 

19.19 

23.59 

26.72 

34.38 

6.81 

6.40 

6.40 

10.10 

10.63 

12.94 

14.29 

18.67 

16 

15 

12 

16 

30 

30 

31 

29 

73.66       84.86  '  104.47 


41.42 


47.78       67.93 


12.80  '     13.00       16.00 

I  I 

19.44       24.07       30.64 


17 
26 


15 

28 


16 
29 


Distribution  of  the  Stored  Nitrogen  in  the  Sand, 


Upper  quarter  inch,    . 

.16 

.37 

.55 

.96 

.27 

.28 

1.07 

.67 

1.08 

- 

Upper  inch,  . 

.50 

1.15 

1.10 

1.92 

1.00 

1.00 

3.15 

2.40 

3.50 

- 

Upper  three  inches,     . 

1.04 

2.07 

1.78 

2.03 

2.40 

2.30 

6.40 

6.00 

5.60 

- 

Upper  hIx  Indies, 

1.41 

2.67 

2.30 

3.70 

3.90 

3.30 

7.20 

7.00 

7.70 

- 

Upper  foot,  . 

1.77 

3.25 

2.75 

4.31 

4.60 

4.20 

8.30 

8.90 

9.40 

11.10 

Total  five  feet,      . 

4.27 

• 

5.49 

4.05 

5.81 

6.40 

5.40 

10.10 

12.80 

13.00 

16.00 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  2. 


This  is  one  of  the  large  filters,  having  an  area  of  one  two-hundredth 
of  an  acre,  and  containing  five  feet  of  fine  saud,  the  mechanical 
analysis  of  which  was  given  on  page  429,  supported  by  seven 
inches  of  coarse  sand  and  gravel.  It  has  been  constantly  in  use  for 
sewage  filtration  since  January,  18rt8.  It  was  described  in  the 
special  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  pages 
2^^8  and  077.  During  the  two  years  from  November  1,  1889,  it  has 
continued  to  receive  sewage  at  rates  ranging  from  42,000  to  60,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily. 

During  the  first  winter  (November  27, 1889,  to  April  8,  1890)  the 
filter  was  protected  from  the  weather  by  a  canvas  cover,  and  good 
nitrification  was  maintained  all  winter.  In  the  following  winter  the 
surface  was  allowed  to  remain  unprotected.  Snow  was  promptly 
removed  from  the  surface,  requiring  about  ten  hours'  work  for  one 
man  for  the  winter.  The  full  quantity  of  sewage  was  applied  each 
week  at  a  tempemture  of  44^  to  AiP  and  practically  all  passed  the 
filter,  for,  of  the  54,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  applied,  from  Decem- 
ber to  March,  50,000,  or  92  percent.,  appeared  in  the  effluent.  The 
cold  weather  and  frost  seriously  checked  but  did  not  entirely  pre- 
vent nitrification.  The  worst  result  was  obtained  in  January,  when 
the  average  free  ammonia  was  .572/>  parts  per  100,000,  and  the 
nitrates  .41  part.  Even  then  purification  was  comparatively  com- 
plete, for  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and 
92  per  cent,  of  the  oxygen  consumed  were  removed.  In  this  case 
we  have  oxidation  of  the  organic  matters  to  ammonia  and  carbonic 
acid,  and  only  partially  to  nitric  acid.  The  conditions  of  oxidation 
are  not  quite  so  favorable,  and  the  work  is  not  so  com[)lote  an  when 
nitric  acid  is  the  end  result ;  still,  the  fact  remains  that  90  to  95  per 
cent,  of  the  organic  matters  have  been  removed,  leaving  the  nitrogen 
mainlv  as  ammonia  instead  of  nitrates. 

Omimencing  June  26,  1890,  th«3  surface  w^as  raked  each  week 
about  one  inch  deep,  preventing  for  the  lime  at  least,  the  accumu- 
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lation  on  the  surface  of  continuous  layers  of  organic  matter,  which 
would  exclude  the  air  and  prevent  purification.  The  amount  of 
sewage  applied  was  increased  July  1  to  60,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily,  and  so  effective  was  the  raking  that  an  entirely  satisfactory 
effl'ient  was  constantly  obtained  with  this  increased  quantity  up  to 
December  1.  After  that  date  the  cold  weather  and  frost  interfered 
with  the  filter,  as  has  been  noted,  the  worst  result  being  obtained  in 
January,  after  which  the  effiuent  regularly  improved  until  the  first 
of  May,  although  the  nitrates  were  low.  During  May  and  June  the 
surface  was  becoming  so  filled  with  organic  matters  that  the  weekly 
raking  was  no  longer  effective ;  the  sewage  remained  on  the  surface 
from  twenty  to  thirty  hours  ;  the  quantity  of  air  gaining  admission 
to  the  pores  of  the  filter  was  limited,  while  the  stronger  summer 
sewage  required  an  increased  amount.  As  a  result  of  this,  oxida- 
tion was  imperfect,  the  ammonia  increased  and  the  nitrates  were  low, 
while  the  organic  matters,  as  shown  by  albuminoid  ammonia  and 
oxygen  consumed,  were  rapidly  increasing.  On  July  25  the  surface 
was  made  into  trenches  and  ridges  similar  to  those  which  had  pre- 
viously been  made  in  Filter  No.  1,  but  no  improvement  in  the 
efiluent  was  observed  which  could  with  certainty  be  attributed  to 
these  changes.     The  ammonia  steadily  increased. 

On  August  19  the  dose  was  decreased  from  60,000  to  42,800  gal- 
lons per  acre  daily,  and  for  one  week,  commencing  August  30,  no 
sewage  was  applied.  This  short  rest,  together  with  the  decreased 
quantity  applied,  proved  adequate  to  bring  the  filter  back  to  its  old 
state  of  complete  nitrification.  The  sample  collected  September  11 
showed  no  improvement,  but  the  one  taken  a  week  later  had  2.00 
parts  of  nitrates ;  from  this  time  on  the  efliuent  steadily  improved, 
the  free  ammonia  decreasing  to  .0022  part  October  23,  and  excel- 
lent results  were  afterwards  obtained  through  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

The  following  t  ible  shows  the  average  work  for  the  most  impor- 
tant periods  from  the  first  application  of  sewage  in  January,  1888. 
From  November,  I88i>,  to  March,  1800,  good  results  were  obtained 
with  41,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  In  the  next  period  the  quantity 
applied  was  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  at  the  rate  of  60,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  and,  although  this  is  a  larger  dose  than  can 
be  permanently  purified  without  change  of  sand  at  the  surface, 
good  results  were  obtained  during  this  period.  In  the  following 
period,   cold   weather  checked   nitrification,   and   it   was    not  again 
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resumed  with  warm  weather,  owing  to  the  excessive  dose,  with  the 
choked  suifsice.  In  October,  IS'JO,  there  was  a  rapid  increaae  in 
nitriites  following  a  rest  and  reduction  of  the  quantity  applied,  and 
Id  the  lust  [leriod  is  shown  the  result  after  nitrilicjtion  had  become 
again  completely  established. 
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In  the  following  table  are  the  detailed  results  of  the  weekly 
examinations  in  continu:tti<m  of  those  given  in  the  report  upon  the 
Furificntioa  of  Sewage  and  Water :  ^ 
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Chemical  and  Biologieat  ExaminaUona  of  Ejgluent  of  Filler  Tank  No   2, 
Mining  the  Different  Paris  of  the  Daily  Flow. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  2,  repre- 
senting the  Different  Paris  of  the  Daily  Flow —  Concluded. 


Hour. 

Kate  of  1  Amount! 
Flow.        I'lihsed  ! 

Ammonia. 

I 

Chlo- 
rine. 

XlTBOOKM  AS 

i 
1 

Oxygen 

Bactf-rta 
P«r 
Cubic 
Cen- 
timeter. 

DAT. 

Cubic  Cen-<  F1<kkJ-  i 
tlujetfra  !     Inn.     | 

per       1 ; 

"l^ltnutc.  iUaliona  j 

Free. 

Albu- 
nilnutd. 

Nitrates. 

Xitritea. 

kumed. 

1 

July    16, 
16, 
16. 
1«, 
1«, 
17, 

9.42 
11.21 
1.06 
1.&8 
6.26 
11.10 
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1 
0 

49 
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201     1 
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.0012 
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7.27 
7.36 
7.82 
7.84 
7.17 

2.6600 
2.6000 
2.6000 
2.6000 
2.7000 
2.6000 

.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

1 

.08 

1  -<y 

.00 

1 

>  .00 

1 

1       .10 

>  .08 

0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Jaly  16.  —  Sewage  equivalent  to  140,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  10.06  to  11.22. 


11101. 

June    19, 
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0 
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0 
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1 
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.32 

0 

20, 

2.68 

880 

400 

.2700 

.0340 
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.8400 

.0300 

.33 

4 

21, 

8.60 

62 

608 

.2700 

.0400 

13.90 

.6100 

.0220 
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19 

June  19.  —  Sowage  equivalent  to  140,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  10.35  to  11.61. 

The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-four  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No,  2, 

[Number  of  organitme  per  100  cubic  centimeters.] 


Oboamisms. 


rerccntagc  of  | 

Timet        I 

Found  to  Total 

Number  of    i 

Observations. 


Average 
^' umber. 


PLANTS. 
Dlatomacees. 

Anterlonella, 

6yn<Hlra, 

AlffSS. 

ChlorococcuB 

Ulothrix 

Funeri. 

Molds. 

Baccharomyces, 

ANIIffALS. 

Infusoria. 

llonaa, 

Parumijeciuro 

Vermes.    Rotifer 

JUitcelUtneouM.    Starch 


Maximam 
dumber. 


26 
100 


76 
26 


126 
26 


80 
60 

26 
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Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  (he  Sand  at  Different  Depths^ 
calculated  from  Determinations  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia^  and  De- 
ducting the  0.83  Part  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand. 

[Pnrti  Id  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  tand.] 


DiSTAKCB  BSLOW  SUBFACK 


0-1  iDch, 

1  Inch, 

2  inches, 

4 


8 
12 
18 
24 
86 
48 
60 


fi 

« 
<i 
II 
II 
II 


July,    I   April,  I  Jane,      Not., 


189«.  i  1801. 


1801. I  1801. 


608.00 

100.00 

200.00 

126.00 

122.00 

83.95 

62.00 

68.17 

68.17 

88.17 

21.20 

86.47 

82.17 

81.17 

63.00 

7.05 

19.17 

18.67 

20.17 

31.00 

2.76 

4.65 

6.17 

11.17 

12.00 

1.35 

4.01 

4.87 

8.93 

8.50 

.60 

1.82 

8.40 

6.57 

4.55 

.45 

.97 

2.27 

3.17 

2.67 

.40 

.27 

.76 

1.40 

1.21 

.85 

.17 

.20 

2.00 

.90 

.30 

.86 

.27 

8.27 

.80 

8.60 

5.00 

2.60 

.90 

.85 

.17 


Table  showing  the  Total  Nitrogen  applied  to  Filter  Tank  No,  2 ;  the  Amount  in  the 
Effluent ;  and  the  Amount  stored  in  the  Sand^  in  Pounds. 


Dec, 

Feb., 

June, 

Nov., 

April, 

July, 

April, 

June, 

Nov.. 

1888. 

1880. 

1880. 

1880. 

1800. 

1800. 

1801. 

1801. 

1801. 

Total  nitrogen  applied  to  date, 

7.88 

8.53 

11.22 

16.42 

22.71 

25.88 

42.83 

47.59 

68.26 

Amoant  in  effluent  to  date,    . 

2.54 

2.78 

4.78 

6.81 

10.02 

12.67 

22.87 

23.76 

28.17 

Amountstored  in  sand  to  date, 

2.94 

2.61 

8.85 

4.60 

4.81 

6.65 

8.07 

9.08 

9.61 

Amount  loit  to  date, 

2.40 

3.14 

3.45 

5.01 

7.68 

7.56 

12.39 

14.75 

20.48 

Percent  stored, 

37 

80 

29 

28 

21 

22 

19 

19 

16 

Per  cent.  lott,   . 

81 

37 

31 

31 

84 

29 

29 

31 

35 

Distribution  of  the  Stored  Nitrogen  in  the  Sand. 


Upper  quarter  inch, 
Upper  inch, 
Upper  3  inches, 
Upper  6  inches, 
Upper  foot, 
ToUl  5  feet,      . 


.39 

.45 

.59 

2.19  : 

.74 

.76 

1.01 

2.64 

1.00 

1.16 

1.87 

3.54 

1.23 

1.40 

2.11 

3.84 

1.49 

1.76 

2.35 

4.18 

2.94 

2.61 

3.35 

4.60 

■ 

.45 
1.53 
2.90 
3.76 
4.22 
4.81 


.90 
1.80 
3.10 
3.87 
4.44 
5.65 


.66  I 

I 
1.64  i 

3.20 

4.20 

5.54 

8.07 


.54 
1.96 
3.96 
5.74 
7.08 
0.08 


7.96 
9.61 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  3  A. 


The  peat  originally  in  Tank  3  was  removed  in  November,  1889, 
and  replaced  by  thirty  inches  of  fine  sand  (No.  2)  at  the  bottom 
and  an  equal  amount  of  coarse  sand  (No.  1)  on  top.  The  object 
in  view  was  to  see  if  by  this  arrangement  as  large  a  quantity  of 
sewage  could  be  purified  as  with  coarse  materials,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  a  bacteria-free  effluent  such  as  is  only  obtained  by  filter- 
ing through  fine  materials. 

From  December  9,  1889,  to  January  4,  1890,  city  water  was 
applied  at  the  nite  of  100,000  gall  ns  per  acre  daily.  Commencing 
January  6  sewage  was  applied  at  the  rate  of  25,700  gallons  per 
acre  daily,  and  a  canvas  cover  was  put  over  the  filter  to  keep  oflF 
the  snow.  At  first  the  ammonia  was  removed,  largely,  no  doubt, 
by  storage  in  the  sand,  for  there  was  no  nitrification  ;  but  after  two 
weeks  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  ammonia  until  May  1,  when 
the  effluent  contained  .8300  part  per  100,000. 

Very  slight  nitrification  was  observed  in  March ;  the  nitrates  in- 
creased slowly  at  first  and  afterwards  rapidly,  reaching  .30  part 
April  21,  1.00  April  28  and  3.70  May  12.  After  this  the  ammonia 
rapidly  decreased  to  .0276  June  12,  and  remained  comparatively 
low  until  December  1,  always  being  under  .0500,  but  quite  variable 
from  week  to  week. 

On  June  30  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  was  doubled,  and  Sep- 
tember 8  the  rate  was  further  increased  to  60,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily  and  October  20  to  85,700  gallons. 

In  December  the  upper  portion  of  the  fine  sand  became  clogged 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  obstructed  the  filtration,  and  sewage 
accumulated  in  the  coarse  sand  above ;  air  was  excluded,  and  bad 
results  were  obtained.  On  December  22  the  quantity  of  sewage 
applied  was  reduced  to  51,400  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and,  as  no 
improvement  in  the  effluent  was  noticed,  further  reductions  were  made 
to  14,000  gallons  January  16,  8,500  gallons  February  5  and  4,300 
gallons  March  7,  which  was  continued  through  April.     There  was 
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slight  nitrification  in  April,  but  sewage  still  stood  in  the  coarse  sand, 
and  I  here  was  no  indication  of  satisfactory  results. 

During  May  no  sewage  was  applied,  and  on  May  23  all  the  sewage 
had  disappeared  from  the  coarse  sand,  so  that  no  part  of  the  filter 
was  saturated  except  the  bottom  layers  of  fine  sand,  which  always 
hold  themselves  full  by  capillarity. 

In  June  sewage  was  again  applied  at  the  rate  of  8,700  gallons  per 
acre  daily;  the  nitrates  increased  to  3.47  on  June  2<),  but  the 
ammonia  remained  high.  In  July  the  nitrates  became  very  high, 
but  the  amount  of  sewage  which  could  be  applied  was  not  at  all  satis- 
factory ;  and  the  ammonia  was  very  high.  On  August  6  an  examina- 
tion of  the  sand  was  made.  It  was  found  that  there  was  a  continuous 
layer  of  fine  material  just  below  the  top  of  the  fine  sand.  This  strati- 
fication was  doubtless  caused  by  an  unrecorded  interruption  in  the  fill- 
ing of  the  tank.  The  material  was  thrown  into  water  and  the  coarse 
particles  fell  at  once  to  the  bottom  while  the  fine  grains  were 
held  longer  in  suspension.  After  the  filling  stopped,  these 
finer  particles  settled,  forming  a  continuous  layer  over  the  entire 
surface  of  the  sand.  On  top  of  this  a  very  little  more  fine 
sand  had  been  placed,  and  afterwards  the  coarse  sand.  As  this 
nearly  impervious  layer  was  very  thin,  it  was  impossible  to  got  a 
sample  of  it  without  including  much  sand  from  above  and  below. 
A  sample  about  one-fourth  inch  thick,  including  this  layer,  had  15 
parts  albuminoid  amihonia  per  100,000.  The  original  material  had 
less  than  one  part.  As  much  of  this  sample  was  apparently  clean 
sand  unavoidably  mixed  with  the  material  of  the  clogged  layer,  the 
layer  itself  must  have  contained  much  more  than  15  parts. 

We  have  then  to  attribute  the  failure  of  this  filter  to  the  clo^rffino: 

CO       o 

of  a  stratified  layer  of  fine  sand  with  organic  matter.  This  la^-er 
was  not  of  itself  enough  to  choke  the  filter,  as  is  shown  by  its  first 
year's  work  ;  but  it  served  to  cause  an  unusual  accumulation  of 
organic  matter  in  its  pores,  and  when  so  clogged,  this  single  layer, 
less  than  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  thick,  was  able  to  ruin  the 
filter. 

On  August  25,  1891,  the  coarse  sand  was  removed  and  the  fine 
sand  spaded  up,  effectually  breaking  the  fine  layer,  and  then  the 
coarse  sand  was  replaced  dry,  and  on  August  27  sewage  was  applied 
at  the  rate  of  *5 1,400  gallons  per  acre  daily.  In  two  weeks  the 
effluent  was  in  good  condition,  and  excellent  results,  similar  to 
those  obtained  before  the  clogging,  have  since  been  obtained. 
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The  average  results  for  tbe  most  important  periods  are  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


Average  Anaiyset  of  Bewage  and  Effluent  of  FiUer  Tank  No.  3  A,  by  Pcriodt. 
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The  results  of  the  weekly  analyses  are  given  in  full  in  the  follow- 
ing table :  — 

Filter  Tank  No.  3  A. 
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Filter  Takk  No  3  A  —  Conlinticd. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  3  A  —  Cuntinued. 
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Pc'WBge  ttpplit'd  6  tlnicn  a  wrck. 

Surface  mketl  about  1  inch  deep  cuch  week,  commencing  July  1. 

Ktiluent  di'ur  and  coluilcbv. 
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FiLTEB  Tank  No.  3  A  —  Continued. 
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Sewage  appHtMl  i)  tlm<n  n  week. 
BurfHCC  rukcd  about  1  ioch  deep  ciich  week. 

Aui{UHt  26,  coarse  Kand  removed  from  titnk,  surface  of  fine  saud  spaded  up  to  a  depth  of  4  to  6  IncllM 
deep  and  coarse  Hand  repl-tced  dry. 

KxpeiimentH  Interrupted  by  high  w.iter  in  the  river  March  14-10  and  23-27. 
Ktfluent  clear  and  practically  colorless. 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION   OF  SEWAGE. 

Filter  Tank  No.  S  A  ^  Concluded. 
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Chemical  arid  Biologknl  Examinalions  of  Effluent  repntaenltTig  Different  Pari*  of 
the  Daily  Flow  of  Filler  Tank  No.  3  A. 
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Jnly-M.  —  8«vimB  eqnlialeDt  to  30.000  gilkiDi  per  icn  ipplled  [roi 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  twenty-four  microscopical  exami- 
nations of  the  effluent :  — 


Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  3  A, 

[Number  of  organltmi  per  100  cabio  ceDtlmetArt.] 


Perccntaffc  of 

OBOAXI8M8. 

Timet 
Found  to  Total 

Nuuil>er  of 
ObKer^'iitiona. 

Average 

Number. 

MNxImon 
Number. 

• 

PLANTS. 

Funfirl*    Molds, 

ANIMALS. 

4 

17 

425 

Infusoria. 

Monas. .       . 

82 

24 

8 

4 

30 

200 
5 

1 

176 

Param»cliiro, 
Vorticella,    . 

3,900 
100 

UnclaMiUed, 

& 

FILTER  TANK  No.  4. 


This  large  tank  is  filled  with  very  fine  sand,  the  mechanical 
analysis  of  which  was  given  on  page  429.  In  it  is  a  trench  two  feet 
wide  and  one  foot  deep,  filled  with  No.  1  sand,  the  surface  of  which 
is  two  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  fine  sand.  This  coarse  sand, 
occupying  one-third  of  the  total  area,  receives  all  the  sewage,  but 
the  quantity  applied  is  reckoned  on  the  total  area  of  the  filter.  The 
earlier  history  of  the  filter  was  given  in  the  special  report  upon  the 
Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (page  303). 

Commencing  Jan.  30,  1890,  the  surface  of  the  coarse  sand  has 
been  raked  each  week ;  the  fine  sand  has  remained  undisturbed 
except  that  the  heavy  grass  which  grew  upon  it  has  been  cut.  A 
canvas  cover  sheltered  the  filter  during  the  winter  of  18b9-90  but 
the  following  season  the  surface  was  exposed  to  the  weather.  Snow 
was  promptly  removed  and  the  ice  and  frost  broken  when  necessary. 
Sewage  was  a[)plied  at  a  temperature  of  4'P-46^. 

After  introducing  the  trench  of  coarse  sand  June  24,  1889, 
the  dose  of  sewage  was  12,800  gallons  per  acre  daily,  with 
which  excellent  results  were  obtained.  On  August  30  the  quan- 
tity applied   was  increased  to  25,600  gallons,  with  which  uniformly 
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good  results  were  obtained  for  a  year.  Od  Sept.  8,  1890,  the 
quantity  was  again  increased  to  34,200  gallons,  which  the  filter  con- 
tinued to  receive  with  good  results  until  Nov.  11,  1891,  when 
the  dose  was  further  increased  to  42,800  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
Owing  to  the  frost,  nitriticiition  was  slightly  interrupted  in  the  win- 
ter of  1890-91  but  the  effect  of  the  frost  came  Inter  and  was  less 
marked  than  with  the  filters  of  coarse  materials.  The  worst  result, 
all  tliinga  considered,  was  in  March,  when  the  free  ammonia  was 
.1950  and  the  nitratea  .59  part  per  100,000;  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  was  .0270,  or  4.3  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage,  and  the 
oxygen  consumed  was  .23,  or  8  per  cent.  The  number  of  bacteria 
remained  low,  averaging  15  for  the  month. 

The  average  work  of  the  filter  since  sewage  was  first  applied,  Jan- 
uary, 1888,  is  represented  in  the  following  table  of  averages  for  the 
most  important  periods :  — 
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The  weekly  analyi^es  are  given  in  full  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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4. 87 

.9000 

.ouou 

_ 

M 

!». 

SJ,TU 

44*   SB- 

- 

U. 

0010 

OOH 

4.37 

1.0000 

.0000 

020 

SI. 

■a,m 

4i- ,  ir 

ab.aon. 

It 

w. 

OOIB' 

0118 

3.97 

l.OMO 

.0000 

Kir 

1. 

Ms,;u 

44';ar 

3b.  (ID. 

3«. 

0020 

OlM 

4.03 

1.1000 

.ouw 

- 

84 

', 

31,714 

4C    W 

3b.37n. 

ll 

Uir.     ft. 

ooial 

0131 

4.43 

1.1000 

.0000 

,11 

8 

IS. 

ai.Ti4 

*5-'«- 

- 

12. 

.^.1 

01!4 

S.M 

I.IOUO 

.ouoo 

.12 

141 

£1, 

2»,;i4 

4..j«r 

- 

1 

10. 

».] 

oiao 

3.71. 

i.ano 

.«"» 

.14 

ft 

«, 

2.i,TI* 

4y|w 

3h.2m. 

to. 

.«! 

0132 

4.37 

1.4000 

.0000 

.0 

.ipr 

ft, 

a,;i4 

4S-'«' 

2h.Mui. 

Apr.    3. 

«. 

0132 

4.29 

i.eow 

.oocu 

.11 

27 

la. 

^714 

■s-l. 

gh.aOiB- 

9. 

Olio 

4.34 

I.4OO0 

.ouoo 

.13 

10 

■9. 

2s,;ii 

48*  :4a* 

2b.T». 

in, 

Zi 

0120 

4.43 

I.MOO 

.ouoo 

.11 

18 

M. 

»,7U 

IT    *4' 

Jb.lSm. 

S3. 

MWO 

oua 

4.21 

2.3U0 

.0000 

.11 

It 

li«y 

3. 

3»,1H 

411-  4r 

. 

- 

M. 

0014  1 

oioe 

4.« 

2.2300 

.0000 

.12 

31 

ID. 

»,7I4 

iI-'4W 

MV     I, 

000.1 

0103 

4.8I> 

J.2J00 

.0000 

.13 

H 

", 

2i,7U 

Mr,»r 

Ita.Mm. 

14, 

0010' 

0118 

4.73 

J.MOO 

.0001 

.12 

1,040 

H. 

»,TI4 

ftClu* 

Ih. 

- 

«. 

oou' 

z 

3.04 

3.2aoo 

.0000 

.13 

. 

SI. 

ai.TU 

"I". 

2>, 

oouj 

.'■" 

l.gUOO 

oooo 

.13 

" 

■r  13.  f  rui  on  irnsr 


ru  coTR  trora  ITo*«mb«r  S7 

pulM  up. 
?0kr4c  uud  Tftkod  lAd  IfveUn 
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Filter  Tank  No.  ^-^  Continued, 


Wkbk 

Emdimo  — 


Quantlty 
Applicd. 

Ualluns 

I»er  Acre 

l>Mlljr. 


July 


Sept. 


1800. 

June     7, 

14, 
21, 
28. 
6. 
12, 
19. 
26, 
Aug.     2, 

9, 
16. 
23. 
30. 

6, 
13, 
20. 
27, 

4, 
11. 
18, 
25, 

1, 

8. 

10, 

22. 

29, 
6, 
13, 
20. 
27, 

IMl. 

Jan.      3, 

10. 


I 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dee. 


TKHrKB- 
ATL'BK. 


I ; 

«< 


c 
w 
s 

E 


a 
•  o 

•Sfi 


1^ 

9 

'CiS 

Ck 

E« 

a 

a?- 

2 

«l  •i 

O 

Sff 

.«c 

V 

►  u. 

« 

< 

Q 

5.       ,;  - 

68*     lh.l8in. 
60* 


«r 


63*     lb.  30m. 


65' 


25,714    !  6r 

25,714  j!  62" 

•    'l 
25,714    '«r 

2.^714  j  70* 

25,714     71* 

25,714  '  73* 

25.714     73' 'oC     Ih. 

I  ! 

25,714      70*    66* 

25,714    I  72*  I  69* 

25,714      77*    69'  I 

25,714      73'    69*     Ih. 

I 

25.714      77*    69*  j 

I 

25,714  ,  68'    69* 


41m. 


25.714      66' 


66* 


W,2"i6  68'j67V' Ih.lSm. 

34,2S6  66*    67* 

34.286  63* !  66'     Ih. 

34,286  60*  W 

34,286  59*    62* 

34,286  64*    60* 

i 

54,286  47*    67* 


il 


34,286  47'  64* 
»4,286  45* .  62* 
34,269     45*    61*     2h.30m. 

I  I 

34,286  ,  43*    49^  |! 
34.286     39*    48* 
54,286     42*    44** 

34,286  I  45*    42* 

34,286  i44*    41*     12h. 

34,286  i  45*    41*  !' 


45m.      . 


JuD«    4, 

11. 
18, 
25, 

Jaly     2, 

9. 

16, 

23, 

80, 

Aug.  6, 
13. 
20, 


Amxomia. 


• 

^ 

"5 

i  c 

i 

lb 

11 

< 

.0024 
.0016 


.0146 
.0122 


.0026 >  .0132 


.0014 
.0028 
.0016 
.0016 


.0138 

! 

.0148 
.0104 
.0130 


.0010  .0132 


.0022 
.0016 
.0018 
.0024 


27,.,    .0018 


.0154 

.0152 

I 

.0148 

.0196 

I 


4 

s 

o 


4.80 
5.02 
4.62 
4.88 


NITBOOKK  AS 


8 

I 


2.2500 

1.4000 

1.0000 

.6500 


if 

s 


.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 


4.82;  1.0000 

l|      I 
6.56  1.0000  .0000 

7.40.1.1000  .0000 

::  I 

7.84:1.0000  .0000 


9.54,1.0000 


9.34 
7.94 

I 

8.77 


Sept.  3, 


.0026 


10,  .  .0022 


17, 
24. 


Oct. 


u 

4 
5 
4 
6 
6 


I 

I 
1.  j 

8. 

16, 

24, 

29. 

Not.  5, 
12, 
19. 
26. 

Dec.  3. 
10, 
17, 
24, 


.0008 
.0014 
.0012 
.0006 
.0006 

.0022 

I 

I  .0012 

;  .0008 

I  .0010 

.0008 

.0008 


.0174  111.88 


.0144 
.0162 

I 

.0124 

I 

.0138 


10.95 


1.0000 
1.3500 
1.3500 
1.4000 
1.2000; 


9.32  1.2500 


0.23 ,  1.2500 


I 
5.68 


.0140  i  5.20 

.0110  ,  5.94 

I 

.0104  5.06 


.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0004 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0002 
.0001 


1.2500 
.7500 
1.2000  .0000 
.9000  .0000 
.0136;  7.67  1.0000  .0000 
.0110  4.62,  .7000 '.0000 
.0106^  5.82  .7400  .0000 
.0118  6.02  1.1500 '  .0000 

I 

.0086'    6.57    1.2900    .0000 
.0106    6.30    1.1500    .0000 


34.286     44*    40* 
34,2S6      44*    39* 


I         I 

I  b\    Jan.     2, 

'6J  », 


.0004'  .0098    5.2« 
.0004 


I 


1.48U0    .0000 


.0010 
.0098 


a        s 

2  Z 

St"  ""  =  % 

o  aa 


19 

8.614 

213 

10 

559 

3 

1 

1 

72 

16 

94 

17 

61 


.13 
.14 
.16 
.14 
.14 
.00 

.14; 

.14 
.14 

.16 
.19 
.16 
.09 
.06 
.18 
.20 
.22 

.19 
.19 
.09 
.18 
.11 
.12 
.12 
.14 


.10 
.0122  9.32  1.3500  .0001  .11 
.0116  11.35j  1.0700  .0001  i  .13 
.0148  16.42      .7700    .0000       .20 


.0284     .0124     4.82    1.0200    .0000 
.0352     .0166    4.62      .8(W0    .0003 


I 


.19 

.18' 


U 

39 

36 

12 

8 

103 

164 

7 

6 

4 

0 

6,240 

76 

28 

18 
16 


Bewage  applied  3  tlmcit  a  week.    Surface  of  coarse  eaod  raked  about  1  inch  deep  each  week. 
Oct4jber  27,  Kra«i*  on  floe  uand  cut  down. 

Snow  and  Ice  rcinoved  from  •urface  of  the  coarse  Band  aud  piled  upon  the  fine  aand  December  11, 
12,  18,  29,  and  January  7. 

Efflueut  clear  and  practically  colorleaa. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  4  —  Continued. 


■K 

(to- 
ll. 

Ouantlly 
Applied 

(»«llona 

per  Acre 

lially. 

i  TRMPKR 
•    ATCKK 

Hewaiie    re- 
mained on  Sur- 
face. 

cm 

• 

s 

•     AMMOKIA. 

KiTROOKK  AM 

E 

a 
■1 

s 

•5 

We 

Emdi 

1 

• 

• 

• 

Z 
a 

E 

1 

• 

• 

1 

if 

< 

e    . 

1  • 

1 

s 

1 

• 

t 

oil 

3 

ISI 

Jan. 

17. 

22,857 

44' 

38* 

* 

1 

Jan.    16, 

.0640 

.0146 

4.42 

.6500    .0001 

.21 

1 

- 

24. 

11.428 

45*    3»' 

2 

23. 

.0800 

.0220 

1 

8.68*    .7100    .0003 

1 

1 
.23 

11 

«1. 

11,428 

'  44'    88* 

- 

7 

80, 

.0360 

1 

.0120) 

1 

3.6t      .77001.0003 

.10 

32 

Feb. 

7. 

84,286  •'  42*    39' 

- 

k 

Feb.     6, 

1    .OMO 

1 

.0220 

1 

2.00     .5600 

.0000 

.21 

200 

14. 

34,2(i6 

46*    37' 

- 

k 

13, 

\    .0826 

.0214' 

1            1 

3.88      .4600 

.0004 

.25 

164 

21, 

34,286 

45'  '  37^ 

n 

1», 

1    .1560 

.0200| 

6.65      .3100 

.0007 

.24 

200 

28. 

84.286 

\  43*    87' 

1 

- 

2 

26. 

1    .1700 

1  .0300 

4.54;    .2000 

.0024 

.27 

152 

Mar. 

7. 

34,286 

1 

'  44*  ;  37* 

- 

24 

Mar.     5, 

,    .1500 

1 

!  .0400 

4.14!    .4300 

.0008 

.25 

30 

14, 

22.867 

'  45*  '  37* 

- 

0 

12, 

1    .1000 

'  .02801 

1 

8.70;    .6400 

.0012 

.25 

8 

21, 

34,286     45'  '  88* 

1 1                1 

- 

1 

1». 

>    .2300 

1 

oisoj 

8.67!    .5800 

.0014 

.24 

20 

28, 

11,428  1  37*    88* 

- 

k 

- 

- 

- 

il 

- 

- 

- 

Apr. 

*. 

34,280 

45'    3»* 

- 

0 

81, 

'    .2100 

1 

.0220; 

3.27      .7000 

1                    '  ' 

.0014 

.20 

8 

1 

Apr.    2, 

.2200 

.0620 

3.27'     .8000 

.0030 

.21 

1 

11. 

34,286 

45*    40* 

- 

0 

». 

.8200 

.0180 

4.00   1.4400 

1 , 

.0044 

.16 

20 

18. 

11,428 

46*  ':  43* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

II 

-    1"      - 

1 

- 

25. 

34,286     51-    46- 

1                  1 

lb.  20m. 

- 

28. 

.2400 

.0080 

1 

I  6.00    1.4000 

.0060 

.11 

6 

May 

n 

34,286     50'    AT 

1                  1 

- 

80, 

1    .1800 

.0161)' 

4.72   2.160U 

.0040 

.15 

84 

», 

34,286     49*  '  60' 

- 

^ 

May     7, 

!    .1260 

.OI40i 

4.6m    2.1000 

1 

.0020 

.14 

10 

1«, 

34,286  1  63*    53' 

2b.  30m. 

_ 

14. 

.0760 

.01201 

;  4.60    1.7000 

.0024 

.15 

6 

23, 

34,286     54*    .^3• 

2h.  52m. 

- 

21. 

.04-28 

.0084 

!  4.77    1.9500 

.0016 

.17 

2 

30. 

34,286  \  60'    65* 

28, 

i    .0106 

1 

.01361 

1 

'  3.8:»;  1.6100 

1                   1 ' 

.0009 

.18 

• 

June 

^ 

34,286  1  62"    58* 

June    4, 

i    .0178 

.0136! 

1 

4.10|2.050<» 

.0012 

.18 

* 

18. 

34,286  j  64'    61' 

. 

_ 

11. 

.0028 

.Olid 

!  4. 3:j|' 1.6700 

1                      J  i 

.0000 

.13 

10 

20, 

34,286     60'    61' 

* 

18, 

.0012 

.0118 

'  4.1311.3200    .0000 

1            J 

.14 

10 

27. 

34,286     66-  "  81* 

1 

2b. 

- 

25, 

.0088 

.0122 

.  6.40    1.9100    .0000 

.1; 

' 

Jaly 

4, 

34,286      er    64' 

July     2.; 

.0014 

.0136 

6. 2ol!  1.9800 

1 

.0000 

.17 

0 

11, 

34,286      67*    68' 

1 

- 

- 

».; 

.0008 

.0120; 

5.7.'>"  1.930i» 

.0000 

.15 

2 

18, 

34,2Srt  1  72*    66' 

1                  1 

. 

_ 

1«, 

.0010 

.0110' 

'  0.33'!  1.7000 

.0000 

.18 

2 

25. 

34,286 

J 

72^    64* 

1 

. 

23, 

.0004 

.0134 

1 

1 

7.2S 

1          1 

2.2000 

.0000 

.14 

- 

8ewaiKe  applied  3  times  a  week. 

Burface'uf  coarae  sand  raked  (or  picked)  about  1 1ncb  deepeacb  week. 

Buow  and  tee  removed  from  aurface  of  ibe  coarae  aand  and  piled  upon  the  Ane  tand  January 
14,  20,  26,  Fcbrunry  6,  0,  21,  27,  March  S  and  6. 

Experiments  Interrupted  by  blgh  water  In  tbe  river  January  25,  26,  Marcb  14-16,  23-27. 
EtHuent  clear  ai  d  practically  colorleas. 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 

FiLTSB  Tank  No.  i  —  Coneluded. 

I 
I 


SewsRe  appllH)  tbn-t  ilmeB  « ' 


OlD!  I  >.iC 
.01M    «.43 


:b  deep  eflcb  WHb. 
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The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-four  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 

MicroscopiccU  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tafik  No.  4, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  100  cable  centimetom.] 


OBOAKlSlfS. 


AlffSB. 

Chlorococcuti 
Ulothrix,      . 


PLANTS. 


Punsrl* 

Molds.  . 
Baccharomyces, 


InftLSorla. 

Monas,  . 
PuramoDolam, 

Vermes. 

Angulllula,  . 
Ilotatorlan  ova, 


ANIMALS. 


3li9cfllantou9,    Starch, 


Percentage  of 

Times 
Found  t«»  Total 

Nuint)er  of 
Observations. 

A  vera  ire 

Mumbi'r. 

Mazlmam 
Numtwr. 

4 

4 

4 
1 

100 
25 

4 
4 

2 

2oi 

50 

5,000 

8 

4 

00 

1 

900 
25 

8 
8 

2 
2 

25 
25 

4 

1 

25 

FILTER  TANK  No.  5. 


The  soil  of  which  this  filter  was  composed  was  so  fine  tliat  it  kept 
itself  always  saturated  with  water,  almost  completely  excluding  air. 
The  results  obtained  up  to  October,  1890,  were  most  un satisfactory' 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality  of  effluent;  they  have  been  already" 
discussed  in  the  report  upon  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water 
(pages  350  and  682).  Owing  to  the  exclusion  of  air  from  the  pores 
of  the  filter,  the  sewage  was  not  oxidized  as  w^th  the  more  open 
materials,  but  was  merely  strained,  resulting  in  the  removal  of  the 
insoluble  organic  matters  and  of  the  bacteria.  Owing  to  deficiency 
of  oxygen,  large  amounts  of  iron  were  taken  into  solution  from  the 
soil  by  the  passing  seWage,  and  the  effluent  was  uniformly  of  a  deep 
red  color  rapidly  depositing  ferric  oxide  on  exposure  to  the  air. 
The  filter  was  continued  in  operation  up  to  August  24,  1891,  but  as 
no  improvement  was  noticed  it  need  not  be  discussed  further. 

The  average  results  for  1888  and  1889,  with  the  monthly  averages 
of  results  from  Noveml>er,  1889,  are  as  follows  :  — 
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Filter  Tank  No.  5. 


Qnantity 
Applied. 

Tkmpksa- 

TUBK. 

1 

Ammonia. 

1 

NlTROGKM  AS 

• 

•s 

a 

0 

■A 

1 

. 

Mouth. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Dally. 

• 

1 

o 

1 

• 

« 

Albu- 
minoid, 

a 

s 

• 

2 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 
Com 

1 

Bacter 
Cubic 
meter. 

188S. 

Jan.— Dec, 

17,600 

- 

- 

1.2937 

.2281 

5.27 

.0200 

.0002 

- 

818 

l(Mi9. 

1 

Jan.— Dec, 

7,200 

- 

- 

8.2630 

.2963 

4.37 

.0000 

'.0000 

- 

17 

November, . 

8,571 

46* 

51* 

4.6125 

.2025 

5.84 

.0000 

.0000 

- 

8 

December,  . 

8,571 

42' 

44' 

3.3375 

.1075 

5.26 

.0000 

.0000 

- 

10 

1890. 

January,     . 

8,571 

45- 

42* 

2.5800 

.1320 

5.94 

.0000 

.0000 

- 

0 

February,   . 

8,571 

45' 

1 

AQf 

2.2125 

.1350 

5.61 

.0000 

.0000 

- 

8 

March, 

8,571 

1 
45* 

40- 

2.1500 

.1425 

4.36 

.0000 

.0000 

1.97 

9 

April, . 

8,571 

40- 

43- 

1.9700 

.1580 

4.23 

.0000 

.0000 

1.80 

32 

May,    . 

8,571 

56* 

53* 

2.0875 

.1675 

4.30 

.0000 

.0000 

1.92 

105 

June,  . 

8,571 

!    65* 

60- 

2.3125 

.1625 

4.58 

1     .0000 

.0000 

2.22 

194 

July,   . 

8,571 

72* 

68" 

2.7000 

.2780  ■ 

1 

4.93 

.0000 

1 

.0000 

2.66 

702 

August, 

8,571 

72" 

70- 

3.3875 

.2525 

5.70 

.0000 

.0000 

8.17 

28 

September, 

8,571 

65* 

oe* 

3.7500 

.2275 

7.89 

.0000 

.0000 

3.02 

40 

October, 

5,161 

56* 

58- 

3.4375 

.1875 

7.36 

.0000 

.0000 

3.50 

272 

November, . 

4,285 

44- 

60* 

8.0875 

1 

.1775 

5.53 

.0000 

.0000 

2.92 

108 

December, . 

1       4,285 

44* 

44- 

2.5375 

.1650 

5.25 

.0000 

.0000 

2.62 

12 

1891. 

January,     . 

1,936 

45* 

43" 

2.3500 

.1680 

4.63 

.0000 

.0000 

2.44 

48 

February,  . 

1,071 

44* 

«• 

2.1750 

.1450  '■ 

5.61 

.0000 

.0000 

1.95 

120 

March, 

1,071 

i    45* 

3W 

2.0333 

.1267  1 

3.97 

.0000 

.0000 

1.70 

810 

April, . 

2,333 

48- 

46* 

2.0000 

.1333  •■ 

2.60 

.0000 

.0003 

.71 

54 

May,    .       .       . 

4,285 

56- 

54' 

1.7800 

.1100 

2.16 

.0000 

.0003 

1.62 

108 

June,  . 

4,285 

66' 

61" 

2.0500 

.1675 

2.32 

1 

'     .0000 

.0000 

2.47 

30 

July,   . 

4,285 

71* 

68» 

2.1125 

.1775 

2.14 

1 

.0000 

.0000 

2.87 

14 

■   .^-v  —  ^— 

Bewage  applied  3  times  a  week. 

Surface  protccled  by  canvas  cover  from  Nov.  28,  1880,  to  April  8,  1890. 

Surface  of  Kind-ring  raked  about  I  Inch  doep  each  week,  beginning  July,  1890. 

Snow  and  ice  removed  from  surface  of  saud-ring  Dec  11,  12,  18,  29,  1S90,  and  Jan.  5,  7,  21,  26,  Feb. 
9, 16,  21,  March  2.  4,  5, 1891. 

Experiments  Interrupted  by  high  water  in  the  river  Oct.  21,  1890,  Jan.  25,  March  23  to  28,  April  14 
to  17,  1891. 

July  13, 1891,  gra*«s  on  surface  of  the  soil  cut. 

Effluent  always  discolored  by  iron,  which,  oxidizing  in  contact  with  the  air,  was  depoiilted  as  a  heavy 
red  sediment.    Odor  decided  or  strong. 


508 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.        [Pub.  Doc, 


Summary  of  Seventeen  Microscopical  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filter 

Tank  No.  5. 

[Xamber  of  organUmt  per  100  cubic  centimeters.] 


Oboavisms. 


Funsrl* 
Molds,  . 
Saccbaromyccs, 


PLANTS. 


Inftisorla. 
Monas, 


ANIMALS. 


I  Percentages  of 
I        Times 
I  Found  to  Total 
j    Number  of 
,  Observations. 


6 
12 


12 


Average 
Number. 


15 
80 


80 


Maximum 
Numbtr. 


2A0 
800 


1.200 


FILTER  TANK  No.  5  A. 


In  Septeml)er,  1891,  the  soil  of  Tank  5  was  replaced  by  a  sifted 
material  somewhat  coarser  than  No.  1  sand,  and  having  the  mechan- 
ical analysis  given  on  page  429. 

Commencing  September  14,  sewage  was  applied  at  the  rate  of 
17,100  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  effluent  contained  nitrates  from 
the  beginning,  and  after  four  weeks  there  were  l.Ofi  parts  per 
100,000.  The  quantity  of  sewage  was  then  doubled  and  November 
1  it  was  again  increased  to  200  gallons  applied  twice  every  week, 
day,  equal  to  68,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  chemical  purifica- 
tion obtained  during  the  following  months  was  satisfactory,  but  the 
bacteria  remained  very  high.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table :  — 
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Filter  Tank  No  6  A. 


1 

Quantity 
Applied. 

.  Gallon* 
per  Acre 
Daily. 

TlMPBK- 
ATUBK.    1 

*"X 

-Be 

i 

Date  of  Bample. 

1 

Ammonia. 
I        11 

Chlorine.             i 

NiTBUQXX  A8 

i. 

E 

3 
• 

1 

U     1 

Wkrk 

EXOING  — 

1  !■ 

• 

• 

e 

• 

m 

as 

1891. 

1                , 

■ 

1 

i 

Sept.   19, 

17.148 

flS*    67* 

- 

- 

Sept.  15, 

.2800 

.0340 

6.00 

1 

,    .4000 

.0008 

.31 

3.100 

i 

! 

18, 

\    .1360 

.0260 

1.37 

1 

.3700 

.0036 

.10 

19,170 

26. 

17,143 

»•    68* 

- 

" 

22, 

.2400 

.0420 

6.58 

.2500 

.0040 

.42 

52.326 

1 

1 

25. 

.1360 
.3800 

! 

.3200 

.0280 

1 

3.801    .2300 

.0070 

;    .07 

19.800 

Oct.      3, 

17,143 

69*    67'; 

1                1 

1 

29, 

.0260' 

8.IH 

.1300 

.0180 

.45 

- 

1 
1 

Oct.     2, 

.0460 

7.50 

.2000 

.0150 

1 

.22 

11.050 

10, 

17,143 

W    66* 

1 

- 

- 

6, 

.3300 

1 

.0480 

11.80 

.4700 

.0500 

.29 

54.000 

1 
1 

j 

-.4300 

.0541) 

8.70 

1,0600    .1500 

1 

.59 

1 

84.000 

17, 

34,-286 

55"    59" 

1 

1 

1 

- 

13, 

,    .1240 

.0340 

8.00 

.8600 

.0100 

1.27 

47.250 

1 

1 

1 

w. 

.1200 

.0320 

8.70 

'    ^500 

.0280 

.22 

'     49.930 

24. 

34.286 

51*    57- 

«.'. 

.0340 

.0160 

7.00 

1.3000    .0036 

.08 

6S,230 

23., 

.0560 

.0300 

i 

7.55 

1.5500    .0024 

.21 

74.925 

31, 

34,286 

46"    54' 

1 

- 

27. 

.0400 

.0400 

7.03 

1.3800    .0004 

.37 

2.264.000 

1 
1 

30. 

,    .0330 

.0142 

'  6.70- 

1 

1.2000 

.0010 

.07 

631.000 

Nov.     7, 

68,571 

44*    50* 

- 

1 

XoT.     3, 

.0280 

.0180 

7.4.T 

1.6500 

.0022 

.06 

300.000 

' 

«. 

.0020 

.0180 

8.2i. 

.0300 

.0007 

1 

,    -17 

370.000 

14, 

68,071 

43*    49* 

- 

- 

10. 

.0800 

.0060 

8.9u 

1.0300    .0018 

.20 

447.000 

13. 

\    .3200 

.0960 

'  8.70 

1.0000 

.0080 

.47 

2.700.000 

21, 

68,.'i71 

43*    47* 

- 

2 

17,, 

.3200 

.0280 

8.50 

1.0100-  .0060 

.27 

1.186,100 

1 

20, 

:  .1600 

f 

.0100 

.  9.1s 

1.3200-  .0004 

1    •" 

140.000 

28, 

62,807 

43*    46"' 

- 

1 

24, 

.2500 

.0660' 

1 

1  6.811 

.8400    .0120 

1 

.53 

510.000 

J 

27, 

.2lK)0 

.0220' 

1  6.15 

1 

.8600    .0030 

.00 

270.000 

Dec.      5, 

68,571 

40^    44" 

Ih. 

3 

Dec.     1, 

,    .5000 

.0020^ 

1  ^« 

.3600    .0600 

.73 

2S0,000 

1 

i 

4, 

.4000 

.0440 

6.84 

.6300    .0026 

.48 

200,000 

12, 

68,07 1 

44*    43' 

1        1 

1 

u 

8, 

.3600 

.0520; 

6.48 

.4000.  .0044 

.Ih 

57,000 

11, 

.3H<K) 

.0120 

5.70 

1.1800    .0050 

.20 

170,10  J 

19, 

68,571 

40'    4r 

1 
1 

4 

15. 

.5700 

.0840 

9.47 

.8000    .0080 

■ 

.69 

147,000 

• 

1 

[ 

18, 

.9000 

1 

.1200 

7.55 

j    .8000    .0050 

1.26 

103,000 

2G, 

62. '^57 

46'    43- 

1 

1 

1              * 

5 

22. 

;    .5200 

.0440 

\  9. OS 

I. 1000    .0044 

.17 

127.000 

1 

1 

1 

24, 

.6700 

.0700 

7.32 

l.lSOi^    .01«<0 

.3y 

93,610 

1 
1  _ 

1 

1 

29,, 

1 

j    .6500 

.0440 

S.80 

1.670t)    .00.'.0 

1 

.20 

22.2«K) 

Sewage  ai»plled  0  times  a  wcok  from  September  14  to  October  11,  and  aftorwarda  12  timet  a  week. 

Surface  rnkcd  about  1  inch  deep  each  week. 

Efllueut  domewhai  turbid  nud  with  a  slight  odor,  but  colorless  or  nearly  so. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No  5  A,  repre- 
senting the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow, 


DAT. 


i                '    Kate  of  Arooiint; 

I               !     Fluw.  I  I'asM-d  , 

,               1 I    fcliice    , 

,   Hour.   iCtiblcCen-,  FUmkJ-  ' 

timeten  liifr*     ' 

per  I 

Minute.  Hal1nns.< 


1A91.     I 

Sept.  26,  I      9.20 

2.'),  I       4.0.') 


I 


100  > 
S40  ! 


0 
2«> 
51 


Ammonia. 

: j    Chlo- 

.,  ^     I    Alba-    I     rine. 
*^^'    I  miiiokl.  ' 


KiTROOBN  A« 


I 


.171)0 
.  I.MIO 
.13410 


.0180 
.02JS0 
.0280 


I 
2.76  I 
.•i.TO  i 
3.80  i 


NItratoi. 


,1  ,  BacterUi 
\Oxyg«'n'       !>,., 

Nitritei. 


i'  sumed. 


I    \  ubic 
Cen- 
timeter. 


.3800 
.1300 
.2300 


.OOW)  ,1 

.oo:u)  , 

.0070    I 


.00 
.11 
.07 


7,080 

ni.ffoo 

19,800 


HepUMubor  2.').  — Bewayu  equivalent  to  20,000  };al1on«  per  acre  applied  from  9.30  to  4.43. 


Dec. 

2. 

9.52 

•> 

11.31  ' 

4.23  1 

2, 

6.50  1 

3, 

5.24  , 

420 

l.OM)  I 

2,280  I 

l,9tii)  . 

320  , 


0  , 

48,. 

1116 

3:t2 


.1400 
..'WOO 
.3700 
.1800 
.1700 


.022i»  ,' 
.0:i80  .'{ 
.0600 
.0300 
.0400 


5.70  I'     1.3000 
7.33  I'       .77<W 


6. 5*2 
6.:M) 
6.08 


.79»H) 


.0012  , 
.0010  ! 
.OUtO 


.17  ,  122,000 
.28  79.000 
.37      11S.000 


1.30(K)  '       .0006  !l         .19  '    1U.\300 
>     1.3000         .0012  I,         .12  •       9,700 


December  2.  — DoseHof  Howugo,  each  cquivak-Dt  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre,  applied  from  9.27  to  9..')1 
sod  from  3.43  to  4.0-'). 


FILTEll  TAXK  Xo.  G. 


The  earlier  history  of  this  large  filter  of  mixed  coarse  and  fine 
sand,  44  inches  dee[),  was  given  in  the  report  upon  the  Purification 
of  Sewage  and  Water,  pages  303  and  r>83.  The  mechanical  analysis 
of  the  material  is  given  on  page  42J>  of  this  volume. 

For  the  first  three  years,  1888-90,  sewage  was  applied  without 
disturbing  the  surface  in  any  way.  From  November,  1889,  to  Sept. 
6,  1890,  sewage  was  api)licd  at  tlie  nite  of  42,()00  gallons  per  acre 
daily,  and  since  that  date  at  the  rate  of  fiO,000  gallons.  Commenc- 
ing Jan.  1,  1891,  the  surface  was  raked  each  week,  and  through 
the  winter  snow  was  promptly  removed  from  the  surface.  During 
the  period  of  greatest  cold,  puritication  was  checked  in  the  same 
way  as  in  the  other  filters  to  which  sewage  was  applied  over  the 
whole  area,  and  which  were  exposed  to  the  weather,  the  worst  results 
being  obtained  in  February,  when  the  effluent  contiiined  12  per 
cent,  both  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and  of  the  oxygen  consumed  of 
the  sewage.  Up  to  Feb.  14,  1889,  the  sewage  was  applied  three 
times  a  week,  but  since  that  time  half  as  much  has  been  applied 
every  week-day.  The  results  since  making  this  change  have  been 
on  the  whole  slightly  better  than  for  coiTes[)()nding  periods  during 
the  previous  year,  especially  with  reference  to  bacteria,  which  aver- 
aged 10,000  per  cubic  centimeter  for  September  to  November,  1890, 
and  only  1,477  during  the  summer  of  1891.     The  change  in  the 
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method  of  applying  the  sewage  having  been  made  in  winter,  the 
immediate  effect  was  obscured  by  complications  due  to  cold. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  18^1  the  organic  matters  from  the 
sewage  retained  in  the  upper  layers  had  accumulated  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  ventilation  of  the  filter,  as 
described  on  page  438  ;  and  this,  together  with  the  frost,  resulted 
in  a  rapid  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  effluent  in  November 
and  especially  in  December.  The  original  power  of  the  filter  has 
since  been  restored  by  the  removal  of  the  clogged  sand,  two  inches 
deep,  and  disturbing  the  sand  for  a  considerable  depth  below  the 
removed  layer. 

The  work  of  the  filter  since  sewage  was  first  applied  in  January, 
1888,  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  averages  for  the  principal 
periods.  During  the  two  periods  from  November,  1889,  to  Novem- 
ber, 1890,  at  rates  of  42, (JOG  and  (10,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
respectively,  the  results  obtained  were  most  satisfactory,  97.5  per 
cent,  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and  99.3  per  cent,  of  the  bacteria 
being  removed.  In  the  following  period  the  results  were  less  perfect, 
owing  to  the  cold  weather,  as  stated  above ;  but  with  warm  weather 
again.  May  to  September,  1891,  97.3  per  cent,  of  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  and  99.83  percent,  of  the  bacteria  were  removed.  In  the 
last  period  the  reduction  in  the  nitrification  and  the  less  complete 
purification  are  the  results  of  the  exclusion  of  air,  due  to  clogging. 

Average  Results  of  Afmli/ses  of  Sewage  ami  BffluetU  of  Filter  Tank  No.  6. 


QaantJtv 
Applied. 

Unlloni 

per  Acre 

DaUj. 


Ammonia. 

Id. 

w 

• 

■    C 

o 

3*:; 

t 

£3 

'*. 

< 

January— April,  18S8,    . 
May— December,  1S8S,  . 
January- October,  1HS9, 
November,  1889 -August,  1890,    . 
September,  1890— November,  1890, 


December.  1890— April,  1S91, 
Cold  wealhor,  uuprotected,  . 

May — September,  1891, , 
Warm  wc-uthor,  .        . 

October— Depcniber,  1391,     . 
BcH^lnuiug  to  be  eluirged, 


Sewage,  I 
Kmueut, 

Sewage, 
Klllueut, 

Sewage, 
Eilluvnt, 


,'W,200    j    .9678 
34.U00  li    .2.396 


34,200  I 
3C,0U0 

83,000 
33,800 


Sewaite,  1     42,800 


1.8408 
.0160 

1.9.'i04 
.0031 


.6209 
.0202 

.7fi85 


B 

t 


2.61 
2.50 

6.9R 


.0093  15.80 

.6097!|4.9S 
.0091     4.59 


KiUueut,       42.400        .U007 


'1.7600      .65fK)|  5.54 


Sewage, 
Klllueut, 

Sewage, 
Efllucnt, 

Sewage, 
KtHueul, 

Sewage, 
ElSuent, 


&6,4«K) 
56,400 

52,400 
65,800 


.0109     6.39 

I  I 

.mY\  '5.16 


1.4300 
.366  J 


.5600  '4.64 
.0355    4.09 


68,600     2.5469 1    .7501     9.33 
'     .0U13      .0108    9.26 


42.400     2.7883      .9709 


8.01 


42.600  I  .1045   .0353  8.31 


NiTBOQKXA.S 

1      s 

3      1 

A 

■A 

•9  %m     ■ 


0  j   0  ■! 
.02  I  .0005.' 

0  I   0 
1.06  .0028 


0 
1.41 


0 
.0002 


1.42  ,  .0004 


3.02 
.10 


1,189.449 
8,816 

8S4,lll 
143 

GS0,732 
509 

850,000 
5,531 


1.9S00 
.0041  I  .0165  6.67  !l 


0 
1.31 


0 
0 


0  '   0 
1.07  .0040 

i 

0  !  0 

1.96  .0006 
I 
0  .   0 
.60  I  .O.MX> 


3.50  I  1,2*.»0,000 
.11    10,000 


2.80 
.24 

3.62 
.19 

5.12 
.3S 


I 


I 


514,000 
13,300 

91>5.582 
1,477 

700,382 
3,963 
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The  weekly  analyses  are  given  in  full  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Filter  Tank  No.  6. 


Quantity 
Applietl.  ■ 

(ralloni 
per  Acre 
l>all>.    ' 

Tkmpkr- 

ATIKJC.   ; 

e       1 

tli 

i 
1 

Ammoxia. 

1  1 . 

i  III: 

Chlorine. 

1 

NlTR(»GKN  Xn  1 

i 

E 

a 
« 
c 

K 

c 

hi    1 

Wkkk 

EXDISU  — 

• 

§ 

at 

• 

?  ■ 

a 
E  ■ 

■ 

S 
1 

:  1 

■c     ' 

hi 

b  S  «{ 

lSlfl9. 

1 

1 

1     1 

Nov.     9, 

42,8j')7 

48*  ,  5r 

- 

- 

Nov.     7, 

.0014 

.0114 

4.59 

■ 

1.7000,  .0000 

■    - 

8,5.50 

16, 

42,8:)7 

47*  .  50" 

Ih. 

14, 

.0002 

.0098 

4.22 

1.8000,  .0000' 

1            ' 

- 

1,932 

23. 

42,807 

1 

44'    4S'     Ih.  6m.  '    - 

1        >                  1 

21, 

.0124 

.009H 

4.JM)    1.3500'  .0002 

1      _ 
1 

604 

2H), 

4-2,8:)7 

42*    46* 

1 

- 

28. 

.0132 

.0100 

4.65    1.6000'  .0008 

i 

825 

Doc.      7, 

42,857 

31»'    44*           -           U 

Dec.     5. 

.0222 

.0116 

4.55';i.r,500"  .0012 

451 

14. 

42.8r.7 

38'.  42-.         -        i    - 

12. 

.0572 

.0I5.S 

3.90    L.'iOOO    .0030 

1    . 

2,490 

21. 

42,8:.7  ' 

44"  .  41*  .  Ih.  11m.:  0 

19, 

.iid-'K) 

.0152 

6.92    1.2tMK)    .0040 

1 

S,448 

2S. 

42.857 

44'  '41'! 

1                '                  1 

26, 

.006S 

.0116 

4.55    1.41500    .0008 

1                                                    ' 

1 

- 

ISIIO. 

1 
1 

'                                1  ■ 

1        <        ' 

■ 

1           '               1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

Jau.      4, 

42,957 

44'    42* 

- 

Jan.     2. 

'   .0^8 

.0152' 

4.37    l.i.KHH)    .0012 

1 

2,952 

11, 

42.857 

1  44*  _  41' ; 

21 

.. 

.(036 

.0152 

4.15      .0000'  .0008 

1 

5,600 

18, 

42,SA7 

'  44*  '  4r     Ih.  58no.|  2g 

1«. 

.0034 

.Ol.'rO 

3.97      .9000    .0002 

i 

i 

2,190 

25, 

42.857 

1  45-  '  39'  ,1 

- 

23, 

.0024 

.015<» 

3.90.    .S00«»    .OlHW 

1 

1       ~ 

- 

Feb.      1, 

42,857 

,44'!37''. 
1        1 

1 

80, 

.0064 

.0168 

4.54    1.2000;  .0006 

1 

5,612 

8, 

42,857  , 

I  45*  ■  38- 

1 

u 

Feb.     6, 

.0062 

1 

.0198 

6.70      .9500    .0(104 

- 

7,040 

16, 

42.857 

44'' 38*1 

1 

- 

11, 

■   .0030 

.0172 

■ 

4.34      .9500  ,  .0004 

t       - 

3,762 

1 

13. 

.0024 

.0148 

'  4.05    1.1000' .0002 

1 

6,148 

22, 

42,857 

44-    38'  '  Ih.  30m. 

i 

20, 

'   .(X)22 

.02.^.2 

1 

5.40    1.2000    .0002 

1 

1       _^ 

1 

- 

Mnrch  1, 

42,8.>7  . 

;  44'  '  Z6'     2h.  27m.'    - 

*>7 

.0024 

.0184 

3.84    1.0000    .0000 

1 

1       "~ 
1 

- 

8, 

42,857 

'  4.'.'  '  39-           -        1    - 

March  6, 

.0020 

.0192 

5.47    1.1000    .WOO 

1 

.10 

4,788 

i:». 

42.S57 

44'    4»" 

13, 

.0020 

.0224 

4.3s    1.0000    .0000 

1 

'   .12 

6,336 

22, 

42.857 

'  44'    40*           -           0 

1 

20, 

.0018 

.0190 

3.20    1.30(X)    .0000 

.13 

1 

4,500 

20, 

42,8.'>7 

■  45'    40'     4h. 

1 

27, 

.0008 

.0200 

3.95    1.20'«"  .0000" 

I  .10 

600 

April    5, 

42,857 

45'    40' 

April   3. 

.0026 

.0218 

4.04    l.liXW    .0000 

•  .11 

2,305 

12, 

42,857 

44*  ■  42*     7h.  67m.!    - 

1 

10.: 

.0004 

.0160 

'  4.S4    1.1000    .0000 

1 

'  .11 

1,815 

19, 

42,S57 

1 

1        1 
45'    45' 

3h.  39m.,    - 

1 

IT, 

!  .0004 

.01.V2 

8.47    1. 0000    .0000 

J 

'  .11 

650 

2fl, 

42.8:.7  i 

1 

47*  .  46- 

1 

1 

24, 

.   .0082 

.0156 

5.62   2.20»K) '  .0002 

;  .11 

1.980 

May      8. 

42.857  1 

50*    48* 

5h.  Im.  ,    - 

May     1. 

.0020 

.0172 

4.2«»    1.80<H)'  .0000 

.13 

2,400 

10, 

42,857 

53'    53' 

1 

8. 

.WJ58 

1 

.0144 

4. On    2.0000    .0000 

.11 

2,438 

17. 

42,857 

56'    56' 

- 

- 

15, 

.0018  ' 

.0140 

4.10    2.25iy0    .<.H)02 

.10 

1,210 

24, 

42.857 

58'    59' 

1 

- 

22, 

!  .0008  ! 

.0138 

5.00   2.0000-  .0000 

.09 

312 

«1. 

42,857  ' 

1 

58'    59' 

i; 

- 

29, 

!  .0012  . 

1              1 

.0140 

4.52   2  2500    .0000 

,              1 

.08  • 

i 

1.021 

. 

.L  ■_-.-_-_-__ 

^_ . 

...  _  _ 

_  -_  _ ::.  _ 

1 

— 

Sewage  applied  3  timet  a  week. 

8arface  protected  by  caovas  cover  from  November  20  to  April  8. 

Effluent  clear  and  oolorlees. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  6  —  Continued. 


SG  — 

j 

Quantity  '■ 
Applied. 

(taiiona 
por  Acre 
Kaily.    1 

Tkmpkr- 

ATUKK. 

«§ 
«5  . 

•-'Eta 

Is 

H 

Date  of  Sample. 

Ammoxia. 

Chlorine. 

XlTBOOEK  AS 

c 

9 

K 

c 

s 

Bacteria  pi-r 
Cubic    Centi- 
meter. 

Wf. 

Endi) 

• 

c 
ir 

c 
a 

• 

e 

'  1  : 

if 

< 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

ISfl 

■ 

' 

i 

June 

•  • 

42,Si»7 

er 

69* 

1      " 

- 

Jone    5, 

.0004 

.0130 

5.14'  1.5000   .0000 

1             '            1 

.09 

- 

H, 

42.857  . 

62" 

60* 

lb  32m. 

- 

12. 

.0006 

.0122 

4.74    1.0000    .0000 

.10 

2,280 

21. 

42,957 

65« 

62* 

1 

~ 

w. 

.0038 

.0146 

4.12    1.4000    .0001 

.08 

6,005 

28. 

42.857 

71'    64* 

1 

26, 

,0016 

.0138 

5.37 

1 

1.5000    .0000 

.10 

767 

July 

5, 

42.857 

72- 1  e^j' 

50ra. 

July  3, ; 

.0008 

.0184 

7.31; 

1 

1.2500    .0000 

.12 

- 

Vi, 

42,857 

72*    6S* 

_        1 

■ 

10., 

.0016 

.023o| 

7.34 

1.7500 

.0004 

.10 

12.036 

11'. 

42,857 

73-    07* 

1 

41m.      - 

1 

IT.' 

.0014 

.0190 

7.94    1.5000    .0002 

.10 

18.900 

2f.. 

42,S57 

70*  ■  07* 

1 

1 

«». 

.0010 

.0182 

8.51 '1.5000    .0002 

i                                  1 

.11 

16,992 

Aug. 

42,857 

73'  ,  09* 

1 

- 

81. 

.0064 

.0284 

6.32    1.7500    .0012 

1              1 

.12 

67.319 

». 

42,857 

77"    70* 

Aug.    7, 

.0008 

.0194 

9.5s    1.1000    .0002 

li 
9.12;:  1.9000,  .0006 

1              1 

.12 

32,627 

• 

16. 

42,857 

72"    70* 

46m. !    - 

1 

14, 

.0034 

.0256 

.12 

36,720 

23, 

42,857 

7-r   70- 

1 

1 

21. 

.0038 

.0146 

9.82/2.3500    .0000 

•  i             1 

.09 

6,000 

30, 

42,857 

67'    08' 

42m. 

- 

28," 

.0024 

.0174 

,  6.96  I  2.2500'  .0000 

>           1              1 

.08 

- 

Sept. 

6, 

42,857 

66* 

07* 

- 

Sept.    4, 

.0148 

.0160 

8.29 

1 

2.0000    .0000 

.08 

481 

13, 

00,000  ; 

68' 

67* 

lh.32m.      - 

11, 

.0034 

.0136 

7.59 

1.8000    .0002, 

.07 

6,785 

20, 

Ci),000 

6>i'    69* 

,    - 

18, 

.0012 

.0136 

1 

5.40, 

1.1000    .0000 

.10 

- 

27, 

00.000 

62'    65' 

- 

25. 

.0022 

.0162 

5.60 

1.2500,  .0000 

1            1 

.10 

17,280 

Oct. 

4. 

60,000 

G..-"  ,  62* 

lh.20m.      - 

Oct.      2,  ! 

,    .0022 

.0180 

6.65'|1.4000j  .0000 

- 

31,565 

11. 

51.428 

;.S"    6u* 

- 

», 

.0008 

.0116 

4.16 

1 

.9000 '  .0000 

.10 

2,760 

IS 

60,000 

54"  .  58* 

.    - 

16. 

.0030 

.01J2 

5.67^    .9000    .0000 

.12 

12,921 

•j:,, 

40,000 

4'J*    54^ 

23. 

.0020 

.0188 

4.14    1.2500'  .0000 

.09 

4,720 

Nov. 

1. 

60.000 

47' ;  5r 

30. 

.0004 

.0164 

;  6.10      .9000    .0000 

1 

.13 

12,060 

s. 

OO.OiX) 

1 

■ 

Nov.    6, 

.oai2 

.OI52I 

5.80J 

1.6100    .0000 

1 

•13 

11,322 

l.'». 

ftO.IMjO 

44"    4< 

2h.l.'im.,    - 

1 

1 
13, 

.0024 

.0212 

■  5.24 

1.0200    .0001 

.14 

4,020 

60,000 

43-  1  46* 

i        _        .    _ 

20. 

.0020 

.0214 

4.14 

1.4500    .0001 

.14 

14,040 

29, 

60,000 

40'     45- 

2h.23m.    3) 

2'. 

.0118 

.0174 

;  5.44 

1.360U    .0003 

.10 

7,200 

Dec. 

«, 

C1,S.->7 

44*    AV 

-          3 

Dec.     4, 

.0124 

.0178 

5.40 

1.1700    .0003 

.15 

7.020 

13, 

6'»,000 

45'    3y* 

-        ,^J 

11. 

.0320 

.0202J 

4.25:    .8700    .0006 

.18 

'JO, 

60,000 

44*    IVJ" 

12h.          Ui\ 

18, 

.0900 

.0170 

4.04 

.8800    .0001 

.21 

r.,060 

27, 

40,0CiO  ' 

44"    3W' 

-         123 

23, 

.1200 

.0260| 

1 

3.24 

.9400    .0150 

1 

.24 

15,060 

1 

■ 

27,  i 

.1500 

.0220 

13.06      .8200    .0060 

1 

.IS 

6,000 

trcwage  Rppl)<.>d  3  limes  a  week. 

l>eceiiibcr  23,  siirfure  raked  alioat  1  inch  doep. 

t^iiow  ami  ice  rciuovcii  fruin  surface  December  10, 12,  18  and  27. 

Surface  covcrt-d  with  grans  from  June  1  to  October  27,  when  It  was  cut. 

PIxperlincntH  interrupted  by  high  water  in  the  river  October  21  and  22. 

KtHuent  clear  and  colorless. 
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Fii.TF.K  Tank  No.  6—  Continued, 


I  1 1  1         ■ 

i  Tknfer-       «*  3 


■  Qiiiinlity  j  ATiBM 
I  Applied.  I 

Wekk     I I         j     . 

Ejii»iMj-'.<».!'!:'iLl  &  ,  g  , 


\H'T  Acre 
Daily. 


■I      E 


h. 


c 
*  o 

i     •E^ 


1N91.     >  l> 

Jed.      n.       00,000  '  45*    38' ' 

I 

10,  I     W.OiiO     40*    37* ,' 

I  i: 


ii 


IT.       60,000  i'  44'    37*  ., 

I        '        I, 
1        I 


24,       GO/iOO     45*    37'     Ch.  3in. 


81,       fiO,<JOO     44-    36' 

'  I 

!  II     .     ■. 

Feb.      7,  I     60,noo     44*    37'     3h. 

I  ■'         I        ■" 

I 

14.       (»,0<»0     45*    37'     4h. 


21.       «0,<HK}      45*    37*  ' 

I  '  ,         . 

I  '  ■' 

I  1 1 

28,       :.<»,W)0      44"    37* 
Mar.      7,       O),tX)0     44*    37' 

I  I 

h 

14,       40,(MiO  '  4.V    37*'  2h.30m. 

I 

21,       0O,lMK)     40'    38' 

I 

2.«*,  0-38- 

Apr.      4,       Mj^Ah)     45"    41-  24ni. 


_  _  _   . 

Ammoma. 

1 1  ~      ""      ~  1 

NiTROOKN  A8 

■9 

Urn   J_ 

^o 

a 

o 

1     ^ 

\     1 

1      c 

1      a 

■  f  c 

1  .=* 

N 
0 

«.- 

1 

1 

!      <p 

I      t 

1     ^ 

• 

"c 

< 

1  i 

1 
14i 

■ 

Jun.     1, ' 

1 

1                         1 

1    .3&00     .0260 

1 

4.17- 

1 

! 

.4800' .0016 

.21 

3.900 

13 

6,: 

.0600 

1 

.0&4«) 

1  3.171 

1 

.3000    .0012 

.4S 

22,140 

1 

8. 

.3300 

.0380 

1          1 
!  3.15i 

.7200    .003«« 

.2:; 

55.400 

74 

13, 

.4500 

.0400 

1          1 
'  2.341 

1 

.7500    .0060 

1 

.2:J 

29.160 

1.-.. 

.4200 

.0340 

1 

'  2.47 

.2700 ,  .0050 

.15 

32,400 

8 

20, 

.HM)C\ 

.0400 

2.92' 

-    .48O0'.002i) 

.31 

44,A40 

22, 

.3Sin) 

.056«> 

:  5.30" 

.5800    .0050 

.45 

12.9«) 

8 

■ 

27, 

■  1.06WI 

.0620 

i  4.67' 

.3900    .0000 

.40 

2S.9S0 

29, 

>    .94U0 

.0540 

1          1 
1  4.25; 

,                     1 

'    .8200    .0l«36 

.46 

13,6«0 

9 

Feb.     3. 

'    .Se0«r   .0S40 

1                     1 

'  4.45' 

1 

'    .7800    .0035 

43,200 

6, 

!    .70()<)     .0660 

4.62' 

t 

'    .5700    .0030 

•■*- 

8,2'iO 

13 

10, 

'l.UOOO     .000) 

6.04 

.4600 '  .0040 

66,600 

12. 

',    .7000 

.0540 

4.64 

I.IKXX)    .0040 

1 

.37 

9,9U0 

7 

IT. 

i    .8500 

.0660 

'  5.82' 

1 

.5000    .OOlfi 

.41 

12,240 

2n.: 

1    .7500 

.0420 

'  2.82= 

1 

[  .3:k)0  .0012 

.30 

1,680 

H 

24, 

.8500     .020<) 

1 
7.3<i 

:    .3600    .OOlrt 

.22 

9.9i«0 

27, 

.aSOt)     .0740 

2.r.7 

.6800    .0046 

1 

.35 

2S.8I10 

5 

Mnr.    3, 

.oOiMM   .04(M) 

_  2.S7. 

.8S(M)    .0024 

.21 

5.160 

6. 

1 

1    .55(M»     .042«» 

1                    1 

1  3.72 

1 

1    .6300  ■  .0008 

1 

.22 

9,720 

i 

10, 

1    .600<M   .0340 

1 

;  3.78' 

.    .8900  ■  .002'* 

.42 

2,4«K) 

1  li 

20, 

.240(1;  .0320 

1 

3.20 

.8000    .0024 

.28 

10,440 

1 

j 

- 

1      -      1      - 

- 

- 

'     0 

31., 

.14611 !   .022i> 

3.35 

1 2.4300    .0300 

.16 

2,460 

Apr.    3, 

.V2w\   .0235 

4.3S 

11.5300'  .0OS«> 

1 

.12 

1.140 

'.! 

.0404  1   .0208 

1              . 

3.00; 

1 

.77m'  .002'* 

'    .10 

8,280 

10, 

.0242,   .0254 

4.67 

1          ' 

1.4400    .0012 

1 

.14 

8.0?) 

1     _ 

21. 

.oi;is 

.0200 

;  4.12 

4..')0iJ0    .0003 

.12 

3, CO  J 

i 
1 
1 

24. 

.0056 

.0206 

'  4.87 

I. 

■  2.9300'  .0000 

1              1 

.09 

1 

1,400 

11,       60,tMH)     45*    41'  35in. 

I 
IS,       10,0«)<)     47'    40* 

2->,       lO.OJK)      52*    5r  33m. 

'I  ■  .  .    . 

6rwu;!0  ap)>li<-«l  3  tininfi  a  wrok  to  Fchnnry  14.  and  iifterwnrdi  6  timcn  a  weok. 

Hurfui-o  ruknl  (or  picked)  about  one  Ini'h  deop  each  work. 

t^iiow  :iii<i  icr  rt-niovcd  fri)m  ftirfnci*  .Innuary  6.  I'j,  2A,  Kr>'rii:iry  10,  21,  27,  yiirrh  2,  4.  5. 

EKperiinctilA  tnterrtipied  by  hiifh  water  In  the  river  January  26,  26,  Februnry  27,  28,  March  13-18, 
23-28.  and  .VprU  i:;-17. 

Etllurtit  HiitiHwhat  tiirbid  during  January  and  February;  very  illghtly  turbid  UDtil  April  10;  after, 
wards  clear  and  practically  culorleaa. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  6  —  Continued. 


RK 

<o  — 

Quantity 
Applied. 

Oalloni 

per  Acre 

l>ally. 

Tkmpkk- 

ATL'BK. 

Sewage     re- 
mained on  Sur- 
face. 

• 

B 

Si 

Amkomia. 

Cblorine. 

NiTKOORX  AS 

i 

B 

3 
m 

c  S 

0 

E«ui: 

• 

m 
1 

• 

B 
9i 

a 
E 

• 

I 

hi 

AltHl- 

mlnoid. 

• 

• 

a 
7, 

*- 

^  3  a 

•  '^B 

ISA 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

May 

60,000  :j  51'    52* 

-;  April  28,  ■ 

.0100     .0198 

6.62   1.9000    .0002' 

il 

.12 

5.040 

1 

1 
1 

May     1, 

.0018     .0190 

• 

6.12    1.8200: .OOOO 

1 

.19 

1.500 

». 

60,000   ;  51*    51* 

36m.      -  '              5. 

.0008     .0196 

7.44    1. 8500 1. 0000 

.13 

2.940 

• 

8. 

1    .0018-  .0166 

6.45;  1.2300 

.0000 

.14 

900 

16, 

60.000 

66' 

5ft' 

'       32ra. 

- 

12. 

.0022     .0192 

5.28  !l. MOO 

1 

.0001 ' 

.12 

2.580 

■ 

;       ». 

.0008;  .0222 

8.22 

1.5800 '  .0001' 

.18 

9,000 

23, 

60,000     66*    57* 

31m. 

-  i       '«• 

1    .0008 i   .0210 

4.48    1.5500    .0000 

1 

.20 

2,760 

1 

22, 

.0014     .0204    9.63 

2.1100'  .0000 

.15 

7,140 

30, 

60,000     61'    60» 

- 

-'             ^*\ 

.0018     .0256    8.18 

l.SSOO    .0004 

.19 

14,400 

ii 

1 

29. 

.0012 

.0220 

6.4H    1.8000    .0002 

1 

.21 

1,320 

June 

«. 

60,000      «3'  ,  62' 

-    June    5, 

:    .0022*  .O234I    7. 10 i  1.9100' .0000 

1            t             , 

.19 

1,840 

13, 

60,000 

65'    64' 

1 

12, 

'    .0006'  .018s!    7.50 

2.3500    .0000 

.17 

307 

20, 

60,000 

69*  1  67' 

1        1 

.      .        «.' 

1    .0012!  .0240 

1 

15.53 

2.1100  1  .0003 

.19 

78 

27, 

60,000 

'  67*    60' 

1        1 

26.  i 

.0006;  .014h 

8.54 

1.6700 

.0000' 

.19 

17 

July 

4. 

60,000 

1        1 
67'    67' 

43m. 

-    July     3,  , 

.0018'  .0168 

1 

10.88 

2.2000'  .0000 

.16 

440 

11, 

60,000  !'  fS*  '  67* 

- 

-1             10. 

.0010'  .0186 

7.20 

2.8700=  .0000 

1 

.15 

1,?20 

18, 

60,000  1  71'    72* 

17. 

.0008     .0218 

■ 

10.58 

2.4900;  .0002 

.21 

25. 

60,000     73"    71* 

35m. 

-1             24., 

1 

.0010    .0216  11.35 

2.-2000 

.0000 

.21 

2.680 

Aug. 

1, 

60,000   .  69'  1  70' 

40m. 

31,' 

.0008 

.0206 

6.56 

2.640O    .0000 

.20 

828 

8, 

60,000   '  70*    71' 

■  1        ' 

■ 

-     Aug.    7,' 

.0018     .0190 

13.39 

2.3300.  .0001 

.13 

70 

15. 

60,000     73*    7a' 

• 

14, 

.0018     .0274;  13.05 

2.2800    .0002 

1 

.22 

20 

22, 

60,000  ;  73'    73' 

54m. 

-1             21, 

.0012     .0170 

13.32 

1.4500    .0006 

.19 

900 

2fl, 

60,000      73'    73' 
60.000     08-    70' 

il                                1 

- 

28. 

.OOH 

.0212 

9.16 

1.5400'  .0000 

.24 

261 

Bept. 

5, 

Ih.llra. 

-    Sept.    4, 

1 

.0014     .0184  12.10 

1.5400    .0002 

.18 

744 

12. 

1 !                                   i 

OO.OrX)  !,  66'    68' 

lb.  50m. 

-:   ». 

.0010'  .0144    6.33   2.3300    .0000 

.21 

312 

10, 

50,000     6S'    68* 

- 

18, 

.0010     .0I;*>6    5.63 

1            1 

1.0400    .0001 

.24 

270 

2«, 

60,000  !,  70'    69' 

- 

25. 

.0016'   .0204     8.35 

1. 1000    .0090 

.22 

144 

Oct. 

3, 

60,000      6S'  '  60' 

- 

-  '  Oct.      2, 

.0018     .0242  13.64 

1            1 

.3900    .0000 

.29 

820 

10, 

CO.OOO  1  64'  '  66* 

3h.30m. 

7. 

.0028.  .0260    8.86 

1            ■ 

.7600    .0005 

.2S 

226 

1 

1                 1 

1 

0. 

.0012'  .0:98|    6.89 

.7900;  .0000 

.31 

156 

17. 

1 
.VJ.OOO  1 

56' 

58* 

1 

_ 

16, 

.0022 

.0200 

____   1 

6.78 

.4000 '  -0000 

1 

.24 

29 

Bci«-age  applied  6  timefi  a  \i'ock. 

Surface  raked  about  1  inch  deep  each  week. 

Effluent  clear  and  practically  colorieM. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  6—  ConeluiUd. 


WtEX 

1  i 

lilt" 

r-, 

Xl11,>tl»^. 

1 

ii 

■  Ml. 

1 

Oct.     U,       eD,«4 

*•-■;  -  '^''  ^' 

.«3tD     .WiD.  fl.14. 

.iKWi>,.oo3a 

.30 

II.IW 

31,  i     «1,0(» 

,r,.... 

.OHW;   ,U1M     I.4I1' 

l.KW    .0014 

.1- 

110 

KoT.    :.  1   w.m 

-       i    -    Kuir.    a, 

.0344   .oi7o;i:i.w 

I.4KKI    .ODOe 

.30 

s^ao 

u, ;   w,i>io 

ii-   4T- 

i2h.       1   - 1         la, 

.imw.  .OIW-  T.Ti, 

-uwu  .owe 

.20 

5.11M 

11,        M,«K) 

:ih-£!m.i    -;            ai. 

.0144'   .O^lt.  tXi 

.fll«O;.0W4 

.« 

e.iw 

ra,     M.uoo 

«'   4i' 

-      '  1   1          i;, 

.MM    .WD4 

.il 

I.IOU 

I)«.       f.,        W,OIHI 

*(■,«■ 

ITlj.Wm.     1     1..C.    4, 

.6400  .mi 

.w 

l(l,t«l> 

1^. 

10,000 

*i-  .  4i' 

■^b.        ;  1    .            11, 

.osoo    .o;tg ;  T.ai 

.»H0«    .0000 

.;4 

4,«« 

1I1U..13I    .01«0    .0000 1      .T2         «,IM 


cr;  rllKhily  lurtild  lu  I)i:ci.niber. 


Chanical  ami  liiaJvyical  Krfimimtti'inn  of  £fffiifnl  nj  Filler  Tank-  Xo  II, 
npn>ailiiiij  nip:rttit  Parl-i  of  tin:  Duily  I'lnw 


I>(T.     I  Hour.  IfDlilcOn-.  M^^- 


Fab.     i.  '  >-3a 

^  1  iJ.w 

6.1  li.W 

.-.,  I  I.Ul 


FrIi.S  -Sn-^K 


J  j     .usiKi ,     .Olios  j       .11 

Br«  •rplkd  truni  S  JT  to  »,11. 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinatioyis  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  6,  repre- 
sentiny  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow  —  Concluded. 


DAT. 


Hoar. 


lUlcof 

Flow. 

Cubic  Con- 
tluetert 

Minute. 


.\  mount' 
l'a%aetl 
kinoe 
Flood-  I 

ItHilOtlS  I 


1891. 

Apr.   24, 

24. 
24, 
24. 
24, 
24, 
2o. 


2.10 

ISO 

4.26 

6,240 

4.83 

7.080 

4.53 

6,840 

5.26 

4,80<i 

6.55 

2,100 

9.40 

230 

Ammokia. 

1 

Chlo- 
rine. 

NlTROOUX  At 

Oxygen. 

t'OII- 

suoied. 

9 

IlActeri* 
p^r 
CubiG 
Cen- 
timeter. 

Fr«e. 

1 

Alba- 
mliiold. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

.0124 

.0132 

1 
4.87  : 

3.5200 

.0001 

.07 

96 

.0088 

.0174 

4.85 

1    3.2200 

.0001 

1         .09 

640 

.       .0112 

.0198 

4.82 

'    2.4000 

.0010 

'         .09 

500 

.0134 

.0206  1 

4.85 

3.060O 

.0000 

.08 

820 

1      .0056 

.0206  1 

4.87 

j    2.1(300 

.0000 

.09 

1,400 

.01A6 

.0190 

4.85 

3.0600 

.0000 

.09 

1,140 

.0078 

.0178 

4.87 

2.9200 

.0002 

.06 

68 

0 

10 

20 

53 
100 
187 
209  , 

April  24.  —  Bowage  equivalent  to  70,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  3.32  to  3.54. 


Jnne     5,  j 

5. 
5.  ' 

5.1 

5,  I 

6,  i 


2.30 
3.44 
3.52 
4.12 
4.50 
6.55 
12.25 


140 

0 

.0026 

.0162 

1 

0,120 

14 

.0026 

.021U 

6,600 

24 

.0022 

.0234 

5,820 

54 

.0024 

.0224 

3,960 

104 

.0022 

.0240 

1,710 

187 

.0018 

.0210  ■ 

180 

304 

.0014 

.0138 

8.92 
7.28 
7.10 
7.32 
7.88 
8.00 
7.63 


2.4000 

.0000  - 

.16 

2.2900 

.0002 

.19 

1.9100 

.0000 

.19 

2.0500 

.0000 

.18 

2.2900 

.0000 

.16 

2.3700 

.0000 

.18 

2.2900 

.0000  . 

.18 

21 

980 

1,848 

1,840 

720 

1,240 


June  5.  —  Bewage  equivulent  to  70,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  2.48  to  3.07. 


Oct. 


2, 

9.45 

220 

0 

.0020 

.0224 

14.96  ■ 

2, 

1.45 

4,560 

29 

.0022 

.02.54 

1     14.16 

2, 

2.19 

4,3S0 

70 

.0036 

.0256 

14.16 

2. 

2.43 

3,440 

100 

.0030 

.0246 

14.16 

2, 

5.25 

1,260 

183 

.0018 

.0242 

13.64  ' 

.3500 

.0000 

.3500 

.0000 

.3900 

.0001 

.3500 

.0000 

.3900 

.0000 

.26  ' 

720 

.29  > 

1.140 

.32' 

800 

.29 

\filS 

.29 

820 

Oct.  2.  —  Sewage  equivalent  to  70,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  11.14  to  11.29. 

The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-nine  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  6. 

[NumbiT  of  orgnni«m«  per  100  cubic  centlnietors.] 


Okoaniams. 


I'orceniMflrt*  of 

TImci 
Found  to  Total 

Nunjb4T  of 
Obnervatlons. 


Avrratre       |     Mnslmum 
Number.  Number. 


PLANTS. 
DlatomacesB.    Synedra,    . 


Puneri'    Molds, 


3 
3 


ANIMALS. 


Bhlzopoda.    Amoeba, 
Infusoria. 

MonuH, . 
ParamtDciura, 


Vermes. 

Antfulllulu,  . 
Kolifur, 

Mincfllanroun,    Starch, 


11 
6 


6 
3 


4 
2 


25 
12 


4 
1 


100 
50 

25 


250 
100 


50 
25 

100 
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Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand  at  Different  DepU^^ 
Calculated  from  Determinations  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia^  and 
deducting  the  1.33  Parts  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand, 

[rarto  in  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  Band.] 


DiSTAKi.-K   BkLOW  Sl'KFACK. 


December, 
IfMS. 


June, 
ltft«9. 


i  I 

i  November, 


I      lf»S9.      I 


July, 
1MQ1. 


November, 
11191. 


O-iinch,     . 

1  inch, 

2  Inches,     . 

4 


8 
12 
18 
24 
36 
44 


30.60 
25.50 
16.10 
8.45 
4.50 
3.45 
3.40 
3.40 
3.40 
3.40 


65.55 

32.70 

21.80 

12.90 

6.35 

3.85 

2.35 

1.76 

1.60 

1.00 


84.21 

34.20 

24.70 

16.85 

8.50 

4.10 

2.60 

2.10 

2.10 

2.10 


I 


213.63 
63.09 
40.19 
20.28 
12.67 
7.08 


103.22 

120.00 

115.14 

23.76 

14.87 

6.75 


Tabic  showing  the  Total  Nitrogen  applied  to  Tank  6;  the  Amount  in  tlie  Effluent ; 

and  the  Amount  stored  in  the  Sandy  in  Pounds. 


Tutal  nitrogen  applied  to  date, 
Amount  in  eflluent  to  date. 
Amount  stored  in  siind  to  date, 
Amount  lost  to  date, . 

I*er  cent,  stored, 

I*er  cent.  lo»t,     .       .       .       . 


1  December, 


11.68 
4.15 
3.53 
4.00 

30 
34 


June, 
tHH9, 


.06 
6.49 
3.10 
6.07 

20 
39 


I  November, 
1MH9. 


July,       j  November, 


23.79 

10.68 

4.38 

8.73 


18 
37 


LHVl. 

1       1S91. 

65.05 

65.56 

2S.91 

34.30 

8.S7 

11.84 

18.61 

19.52 

16 

18 

34 

30 

Distribution  of  the  Stored  Nitrogen  in  the  Sand. 


Upper  quarter  inch, 
Upper  inch,  • 
Upper  3  Inches, . 
Upper  6  inches,  . 
Upper  12  inches, 
ToUl,  44  inches, 


1 

.19 

.29 

.44 

1.11 

.54 

1.12 

.W 

1.54 

8.99 

2.84 

• 

1.78 

1.76 

2.52 

5.8t 

7.32 

2.20 

2.43 

3.44 

7.3S 

0.08 

2.56 

2.99 

4.23 

8.71 

11.60 

3.53 

3.10 

4.3S 

8.87 

11.84 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  7. 


Tills  large  tank  is  filled  with  forty-four  inches  of  No.  H  sand  (the 
mechanical  analyses  of  which  were  given  on  page  42i»),  above  which 
are  ten  inches  of  loam  and  six  inches  of  soil.  In  June,  1889,  a 
circular  trench  was  cut  three  and  one-half  feet  deep  and  two  feet 
wide,  the  outer  edge  being  eighteen  inches  from  the  outside  of  the 
filter;  its  area  was  one-third  of  that  of  the  filter.  Coarse  gravel 
stones  were  placed  in  the  trench  to  a  depth  of  two  feet,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle was  placed  a  six-inch  drain  pipe,  thirty-eight  feet  long,  with  open 
joints  once  in  two  feet.  The  top  of  the  drain  pipe  was  levt'l  and 
even  with  the  top  of  the  gravel,  eighteen  inches  below  the  surface. 
Above  were  placed  loam  and  soil  as  before.  Sewage  was  intro- 
duced through  a  vertical  pipe  from  the  surface,  and  on  Oct.  21, 
1889,  this  pipe  was  trapped,  preventing  the  passage  of  air  except 
through  the  loam  and  soil.  The  full  history  of  the  filter  up  to  Oct. 
31,  1889,  and  a  summary  of  the  results  in  1890,  were  given  in  the 
report  u))on  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (pages  444  and 
684).  ' 

The  quantity  of  sewage  applied,  commencing  October,  1889, 
was  at  the  rate  of  25,700  gallons  per  acre  daily,  with  uniformly  good 
results.  Sept.  8,  1890,  the  quantity  was  increased  to  34,300  gal- 
lons. Tliis  was  followed  by  a  temporary  increase  in  free  ammonia, 
but  on  December  11  the  amount  had  again  decreased  to  .0082  part 
per  100,000.  After  this  it  again  rose  steadily  to  1.4000,  April  24, 
accompanied  by  comparatively  low  nitrates.  As  there  was  no 
prospect  of  improvement,  and  the  filter  had  evidently  been  over- 
dosed, the  quantity  applied  was  reduced,  April  6,  to  17,100  gallons 
per  acre  daily.  This  was  immediately  followed  by  higher  nitrates, 
although  there  was  no  reduction  in  the  ammonia  for  six  weeks; 
after  that  the  ammonia  steadily  decreased,  reachin":  .0018  Au<]fust 
18,  and  has  remained  equally  low,  with  high  nitrates,  ever  since. 
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The  work  of  this  filter  for  the  entire  time  since  sewage  was  first 
applied,  January,  1888,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  of  average 
results  for  the  most  important  periods  :  — 


Average  Results  of  Analyses  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  of  Filter  TViwA*  Xo.  7. 


January— Bcptcinl>er,  1888, 
Surface  application  of  sewaKe, 

Octobor,  l<t8S— Junot  IHSO, 
Surface  application  of  aewage, 

July- October,  1889,  . 

Sub-nurfacc  application  of  mw- 
aire. 

November,  18R0— August,  1R90, 

Bubnurfucc  application  of  sew- 
age. 

September.  IftOO— .Tuly,  1^91,      . 

S4..*)()0  gnllonii  per  acre  daily, 
followed  by  17,100  galluna  — 
effect  of  overdoitlng. 

August— December,  1S91,  . 
Improvement  with  reduced  rate, 


Avomee 
Quantity. 

nalluns 

p«  r  Acre 

Daily. 

Ammc 

1 

»KIA. 

•6 

o 

If 

< 

"    —  1 
Chlorine.            i 

Alt 

1     -6 

)      § 
1      a 

'f 

k  ■ 

*■"■ 

Free. 

Nitrates. 

Nil  rites. 

--* 

Sewage,  . 

25.000 

1.3066 

1 

.8780 

4.48 

0 

0 

- 

1,208.202 

KlHuent, . 

26,d00 

1    .1628' 

I              1 

.0102 

4.41 

.26 

.0075 

4.000 

Sewage,  . 

8.900 

1.6511, 

.4029 

4.81 

0 

0 

i    ~ 

714,802 

EtHuent, . 

0,400 

.0018) 

1 

.0066 

4.40 

1.04 

.0008 

1    ~ 

8 

Sewage,  . 

1 

15,200 

1 
.  2.0.^08 

.7328 

5.40 

0 

0 

!   _ 

400,497 

Kflluent, . 

ie,ooo 

.0000 1 

1 

1 

.0081] 

1 

4.85 

1.42 

.0001 

:    _   1 
'        1 

300 

1  Sewage, . 

25,700 

1               ! 
,1.75001 

1 
.6500 

5.54 

0 

0 

'  3.02  . 

S:iO,000 

Kflluent, . 

26,200 

.0024' 

.0111 

5.49 ' 

1          ' 

1.15 

.0001 

.08 

1 

501 

Sewage,  . 

27,200 

1.8400' 

.6500 ! 

'rt.i8 

0 

0 

1 

».2.'i 

79S,f'00 

'  KlHuent. . 

26,400 

5432 

.0211' 

1 

.  5.33 

.95 

.005H 

,    .17 

1 

eos 

Sewage. . 

1 
17,200 

2.7800 

.8700 

S.27 

0 

0 

1 
4.:>:j 

858.572 

Kflluent.. 

- 

.0018 

.0088 

8.34 

2.14 

.0002, 

1 

.OS 

148 

The  weekly  analyses  are  jiiyen  in  full  in  the  toUowin*:^  table 
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Filter  Tank  No.  7. 


Week 

Ehdinq^ 


1S99. 

Nov.     0,  . 

16.  . 

23.  . 

30,  . 
Deo.     7,  . 

U,  . 

21.  . 
28,  . 

ISOO. 

Jan.      4.  . 

11.  . 

18.  . 

25,  . 
Feb.      1,  . 

8.  . 

15.  . 

22.  . 
March  1,  . 

8.  . 

16.  . 
22,  . 

Apr.     5.  . 

12,  . 

19.  . 

26.  . 
Kay      3.  . 

10.  . 

17. .. 

24.  . 

31.  . 


Qaantit/ 
Applied. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Dally. 


25.714 
25.714 
25.714 
25,714 
25'.714 
25.714 
26,257 
25.714 

25.714 
27.143 
25.714 
25,714 
25.714 

26,714 
27,143 
25,714 
25.714 
25,714 
26.714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 
25.714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 
25,714 


I  I 

Tkmpeb 

ATUEB. 


2 


48- 
47* 
U* 

ur 

89' 
80* 
45' 

45' 

46* 

46* 
45* 
45' 
44* 

44* 

44* 
46* 

45* 
45* 
45* 
45* 
45' 
45* 
45' 
46* 
47* 
49* 
62- 
56* 
57- 
68' 


a 
« 
a 

§ 


62- 

6r 

49* 
48* 
45* 
44- 

42* 
48* 

43* 
4r 

4r 

41* 

89* 

40* 

40* 

40* 

39* 

40*1 

41* 

41*  i 

41*1 
I.I 


Date  of  Sample. 


Nov.  7,  . 

U.  . 

21.  . 

28.  . 
Dee.  6.  . 

12.  . 

19.  . 

26.  . 

Jan.  S,  . 

9,  . 

16,  . 

23,  . 

28.  . 

80.  . 

Feb.  6.  • 

13.  . 

20.  . 

27.  . 
Mar.  6.  . 

13.  . 
SO.  . 
27.  . 


41*1  Apr.  3.  . 


42* 
45* 
46* 
48* 
51* 
53* 
56* 
57* 


10,  . 

17.  . 

24.  . 

May  1.  . 

8,  . 

15,  . 

22,  . 

29.  . 


Ammovia. 


.0002 
.0006 
.0000 
.0014 
.0010 
.0080 
.0090 
.0014 

.0018 
.0012 
.0012 
.0008 
.0014 
.0018 
.0052 
.0046 
.0040 
.0060 
.0068 
.0080 
.0036 
.0026 
.0032 
.0002 
.0014 
.0042 
.0018 
.0022 
.0016 
.0006 
.0064 


S 

o 

i  e 

11 


.0100 
.0084 
.0004 

.0090 
.0108 
.0102 
.0102 
.0110 

.0182 
.0002 
.0008 
.0092 
.0086 
.0106 
.0118 
.0098 
.0108 
.0116 
.0108 
.0180 
.0080 
.0114 
.0154 
.0142 
.0124 
.0146 
.0126 
.0104 
.0142 
.0106 
.0124 


JB 


6.27 
4.71 
4.60 
6.72 


XlTROOEV  AS 


II 


,3 


«      I        mm 

O 


r. 


V  = 


ai 


1.7000 
1.9000 
1.7000 
1.3600 


4.82;  1.5000 


3.62 
6.56 
4.47 

6.36 
4.62 
3.74 
8.62 
4.19 
8.96 
4.62 
8.67 
4.46 


1.4000 
1.1600 
1.1000 

.9000 

.6300 

.8000 

1.0000 

1.1000 

1.2000 

1.0000 

.8600 

.8000 


3.02      .7000 


4.02 
4.82 
2.82 
3.19 
3.51 
4.09 
6.74 
6.39 
4.90 
4.00 
4.27 
6.08 
6.40 


.8000 
.7000, 
.7000 
.6500 
.9500 
I  .8000 
1.0000 

1.0000 

I  , 

1.3000 

1.2000 

i 

l.SOOO 

I  ; 

1.7500 

I 

1.4500* 


.0000 
.0000 
.0000, 

I 

.0002 
.0000 ' 
.0012 
.0006 

.0000 
I 
.0000 
.0004 
«0000 
.0000 
.0002 
.0000 
.0002 
.0000 ' 
.0002 
.0002! 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0004 
.0000 
.0000 

.0000 

I 

.0000  I 
.000-2  , 
.0002  i 


820 

- 

162 

- 

62 

- 

26 

- 

16 

- 

81 

- 

7.920 

• 

77 

.08 
.09 
.11 
.07 
.10 
.16 
.09 
.07 
.09 
.08 
.07 
.07 
.11 


8 
40 

26 


4 

190 

12 

6 

13 

12 

212 

10 

27 

14? 

121 

872 

29 

227 


Sewage  applied  6  times  a  week. 
Efflaent  clear  and  colorless. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  7 — Continued. 


Wkkk 

EXDIXO  — 

QaAiitity 
Applied. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

lialljr. 

|TXM 
'    ATI 

1 

rss- 

S 

8 

Date  of  Sample. 

'    Ammoxia. 

• 

t    ll 

1 

c 

i 

1 

NiTKOOKX  A8 

1   !  ; 
s      5 

7i    i   ^ 

1 

s 
5 

^^  3  a 

19—. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

June     7, . 

25,714 

01' 

68*  1  June    6.  . 

.0032 

t 

.0144 

5.60 

1.2500 

.0000 

.07 

- 

14..        . 

25,714 

or  .  59-  '              12.  .        . 

.0020 

1 

.0114 

6.42 

.8500    .0000 

.09 

10 

21,.        . 

25,714 

04*    02*                19.  .        . 

.0004 

.0092 

,    4.85 

1.1000    .0000 

1 

.06 

47 

28,. 

25.714 

70*    03'  1             20,  .        . 

1    .0028 

.0092 

1    6.70 

1.1500 '.0000 

.09 

38 

July      5,  . 

25,714 

71*    00-     July     8.. 

i    .0010 

.0090 

1 

1    8.23 

1.1000 

.0002 

.08 

406 

12,  .        . 

25,714 

72'  ;  08' 

10,. 

i    .0022 

.0140 

1    7.76 

1  1.2500 

.0000 

.06 

2 

19,.        . 

25.714 

73*  :  09* 

1        i 

17,. 

.0012 

1 

.0112 

1    7.82    1.5000 

.0000 

.08 

143 

2«,.        . 

25,714 

70-  1  09' 

24,.       . 

.0010 

.0120 

'    7.96  i 1.5000 

1 

.0000' 

.08 

6 

Aug.     2, . 

25,714 

72"  :  70- 

81,.       . 

I    .0022     .0112^ 

6.15  >  1.5000 

1 

.0000 

.07 

M 

»,.       . 

25,714 

70-    71'     Aug.    7,  . 

.0018     .0100 

7.87     1.4000    .0000 

,            1 

.08 

83 

M..        . 

25.714 

72'    72*  '            14, .        . 

'    .0014     .0100 

1 

8.00     1.5000    .0000 

1                             ' 

.07 

122 

23,.        . 

25,714 

1 
71*    71'  1             21,  .       . 

,    .0008'  .0094 1 

12.30    1.1000 1.0000 

1 

.07 

337 

30,. 

25,714 

08'  'i  70'  i             28,  .        . 

'    .0010 

.0108 1 

14.00,' 1.2500 

.0000' 

.08 

- 

Bept.     6, . 

25,714 

00*  j  09-  I  Sept.    4,  . 

1    .0040 

.0120' 

1 

1    7.00 

1.0000 

.0000' 

.07 

13,.        . 

34,280 

'  08'    08»  1              11,  . 

,    .0024 

.0094 

1 

;    6.80       .8000 

.0000' 

.08 

- 

20,.        . 

34,286 

00'    08*               18,  . 

'    .0008     .0100 ' 

3.57 1     .4700    .0000- 

.09 

620 

27,.        . 

34,280 

02»  i  00-  1            25. .        . 

.0028     .0100 

5.87       .5000 '.0000 

1 

.11 

82 

Oct.       4,  . 

34,286 

01*    04'     Oct.      2,. 

.0334'  .0092 

;,            1           1 

6.47 '     .6500    .0004 

1 

70 

11..        . 

34,286 

59*    02'  '               9.  .        . 

.0584'  .0102 

1              1             1 

5.04       .6500    .0012 

1               '            ' 

.13 

213 

18,  . 

34,280 

54'    00"  '             13.  .        . 

1 

.1280,  .0140 

4.90,     .4500 '.0014' 

1                          1 

.14 

31 

1             16,  .  ,    . 

i    .0334,  .0040' 

4.85       .7500    .0024' 

.12 

84 

20,.        . 

22,857 

50'  ;  50'                20,  . 

.0552     .0104 

1               j             , 

2.40       .6000    .0012' 

.12 

4.307 

1                       23,  .        . 

.1710     .0170 

3.22'     .7500    .0060 

1 

.11 

030 

Nov.      1,  . 

34,2S0 

48'    53'                30,  . 

.IWO     .0200 

4.68       .9000    .0110 

.14 

145 

8..        . 

34,2^6 

48-    50'     Nov.     0,  . 

.1900     .0100, 

5.50'  1.2200    .0120 

.14 

2 

15,.        . 

:i4,2!s»'. 

45"    50-                13.  . 

.0715     .0145 

1 

6.29     1.2300    .0120 

1 

.10 

30 

;J4,2S»', 

43'    47                  20,  .         . 

.0555     .0110 

5.07       .9900    .00201 

1            1 

.10 

38 

.29,.        . 

34,2Si) 

40*    40^                27.. 

'     .0440     .0092 

6.46       .8400    .0030 

.12 

17 

Dec.      6,  . 

34.2S0 

44'    43*     Dec.     4,  . 

.0112     .0108 

4.94       .8100,. 0008 

1 

.11 

1.080 

18,.        . 

34^^6 

45-    42^                 11,  .        . 

.0082     .0084 

4.34       .8900    .0009, 

.11 

44 

20.  .        . 

34.280 

40*    41' 

'             18,  .        . 

.0384     .0140 

t 

4.14       .6300    .0014 

.16 

0,240 

27..        . 

28,571 

'  45^    41* 

1 

24.. 

.0184     .0106 

3.82      .0700    .0007 

■ 

.11 

40 

"•         — 

"    " 

~ 

" 

_ 

_ 

' 

Sewage  applied  6  times  a  week. 

Kxperlmeiits  lotcrrupted  by  high  water  In  the  river  October  21  and  22. 
tiurface  covered  with  a  sparse  growth  of  grass  May  to  October. 
KtUuent  clear  aud  colorless. 
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Bfwagg  BijpLlad  I!  ilni»  i  wHsk  to  Uijr  £  bdi]  allerwurdi « 
EipeHmcnli  tntcrntpiiHl  by  blvti  nulcr  Id  tbe  rl>«r  Jia 
M-28  nod  April  13-17. 


Drlm  eicrptlDf  [rain  Fabtow;  :■  to  July  3,  *b>D  11  wu  tllibtl;  lurbl 


STATE  BOAKD  .  OF  HEALTH.      ,  [Pub.  Doc. 
Filter  Tank  No.  7  —  Concluded. 
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05 
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05 

1 
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M 

0 
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0013  1 

009S 

0.03, 

J-43W    .0000 

07 

1 

li. 

I7,m 

4.'  47- 
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O.H| 

1. 0700    .0003 

11 

3 

18, 
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■dOdnHawHk.    1 


U  and  liivlogieal  Examinations  of  Efflutnt  of  Filter  Tank  No.  7,  represent- 
ing the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow. 


"~ 
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g 
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.OOM 

42 
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1       .10 

1 

1, 

1 

40 

1,000 

ta 

.0140 

48 

.7800  1     ,0160 

0« 

41 

1, 

3 

31 

1,000 

40 

,1360 

.00:0 

56 

1.0700  1    .0110 

10 

]. 

3 

33 

880 

64 

.1370 
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44 

1.0700  1     .0070 

08 

ao 

1. 

» 

08 

110 

" 
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iL 

41 
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00 

IM 
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Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  ofEffltienl  of  Filler  Tank  No.  7,  represent- 
ing the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  ^tou>— Concluded. 


Rate  of 
Klow. 

Amount 
Fasied 

Ammovia. 

Chlo- 
rine. 

NITBOOKH  AS 

OxTgen 

BkCterU 
I»er 
Cublo 
Cen- 
timeter. 

DAT. 

Hoar.    Cubic  Cen-    Flood- 
'  tJinetera       Ing. 

p«r           

Mtnate.     Oallont. 

Free. 

1 
Alba> 
mlnoid. 

Nltntet.  Kitrltei. 

(^ou- 
somcd. 

1891. 

Feb.   20, 

20, 
20. 
20. 
20. 
20. 

8.03 
0.30 
11.06 
1.55 
4.43 
6.60 

430 
400 
410 
4S0 
480 
660 

0 
10 
20 

40    ; 

60 
80 

.6800 
.5800 
.6200 
.5500 
.5500 
.5500 

.0300    1 

.0300 

.0300 

.0300    . 

.0220 

.0300 

3.42 
3.42 
3.40 
8.32 
3.20 
3.40 

.3400 
.3400 
.2900 
.8300 
.3300 
.2700 

.0080 
.0080 
.0080 
.0080 
.0060 
.0080 

.18 
.18 
.18 
.18 
.21 
.23 

160 
27 
175 
152 
116 
700 

Feb.  20.  — Doees  of  sewage,  each  equivalent  to  20,000  gallon*  per  acre,  applied  from  8.24  to 8.20  and  from 

2.50  to  8.07. 


The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-four  microscop- 
ical examinations  of  the  effluent :  —  \ 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank  No.  7. 

[Number  of  organlaraa  per  100  cubic  centimeters.] 


Orqasiisms. 


i'ercentag  e  of 

Times 
Found  to  Total 

Number  of 
Observatious. 


AvcrAge 
Number. 


Maximum 
Number. 


PLANTS. 
Dlatomaceeo. 

StephanodlscuB,  .... 

Svnedra, 

Tabellarla. 

Alffee* 

Chlorococcus 

Ulothriz 

ANIVfALS. 

Infusoria. 

Monaa, 

Paramwclum,      .        .        .       . 


4 

12 

4 


4 

4 


4 

8 


1 
3 
2 


5 
2 


2 
600 


25 
25 
50 


125 
50 


50 
14,800 


526  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc, 


FILTER  TANK  No.  9  A. 


The  hard  pan  of  clay,  sand  and  gravel  mentioned  in  the  report 
upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (page  3),  in  more  than 
two  years'  work,  proved  itself  to  l>e  totally  unfit  for  the  work  of 
sewage  purification ;  it  was  practically  water-tight.  In  October, 
1890,  it  waiH  removed,  and  in  its  place  was  put,  al>ove  the  usual 
under-dniining  materials,  five  feet  of  sand  intermediate  in  size 
between  No.  1  and  No.  2,  nearly  like  that  used  for  filters  17  A  and 
19,  and  having  the  mechanical  analysis  given  on  page  429. 

In  starting  all  previous  filters  the  quantity  of  sewage  at  first 
applied  had  been  comparatively  small,  and  after  an  established 
condition  of  purification  was  attained,  the  doses  were  increased. 
We  felt  confident  from  our  experiences  with  other  filters  that  this 
tank  could,  in  the  same  way,  l>e  made  to  purify  as  much  as  100,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily.  It  being  established  from  analogy  in  advance 
approximately  what  the  capacity  of  this  filter  would  be,  it  was  decided 
to  apply  at  once  the  full  quantity  to  see  if  the  gradual  increase  was 
either  necessary  or  desirable.  Sewage  was  accordingly  applied 
November  18,  1890,  at  the  rate  of  103, 000 gallons  per  acre  daily,  after 
first  applying  city  water  for  two  weeks.  The  surface  was  given  a 
weekly  raking,  and  during  the  winter  snow  was  removed,  but  no 
covering  was  used. 

As  a  result  of  this  treatment  the  free  ammonia  of  the  effluent 
rapidly  increased  to  nearly  that  of  the  sewage  and  remained  high 
until  after  nitrification  had  commenced  in  April.  There  was,  how- 
ever, <rood  purification,  as  judged  by  the  reduction  in  albuminoid 
ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed.  We  have  here,  as  in  the  other  filters 
when  exposed  to  winter  weather,  an  oxidation  of  organic  matter  to 
ammonia  and  carbonic  acid,  the  process  of  nitrification  being  imper- 
fect or  even  completely  checked.  The  first  and  most  important  step 
in  purification  was  taken,  but  the  conditions  were  unfavorable  to  the 
last  step,  —  the  oxidation  of  ammonia  to  nitrates. 

A  slight  but  definite  nitrification  was  observed  with  this  filter 
almost  from  the  beginning,  but  there  was  no  considerable  amount 
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UDtil  the  temperature  commeDced  to  increase.     The  temperature 
and  nitrates,  by  months,  were  as  follows :  — 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Temperatnre. 


Nitrates. 


December . 

1891. 

January 

February 

Ifarch, 

April, 

May 


.08 

.035 

.08 

.03 

1.22 

2.28 


From  the  beginning  of  May  nitrification  was  complete,  and  the 
results  were  most  satisfactory  in  every  way  until  August  28.  At 
that  time  the  organic  matter  which  had  been  slowly  accumulating 
on  the  surface  suddenly  formed  a  scum  and  excluded  the  air.  On 
August  30  the  surfaco  was  spaded  up  four  inches  deep,  breaking 
the  scum  and  admitting  air.  The  nitrates  immediately  increased  and 
in  a  short  time  the  filter  had  quite  recovered  itself,  and  continued 
doing  good  work  until  the  scum  again  formed,  on  October  23, 
increasing  the  ammonia  and  decreasing  the  nitrates. 

On  November  5  ridges  and  trenches,  like  those  on  Filter  No.  2, 
were  made  on  the  surface,  but  no  marked  improvement  followed.  It 
was  subsequently  found  that  there  was  clogging  below  the  surface 
in  a  fine  stmtified  layer  similar  to  that  described  under  Filter  No.  3. 

This  material  is  capable  of  taking  for  a  limited  time  the  large 
dose  of  103,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  but  it  does  not  seem  [)robablo 
that  it  can  permanently  purify  so  large  a  quantity  without  change 
of  surface  sand. 

The  year's  work  can  be  divided  into  periods,  —  first,  before  com- 
plete nitrification,  second,  with  complete  nitrification,  and  a  third,  in 
which  the  first  eflects  of  overdosing  show  themselves,  although  as  yet 
good  purification  is  maintained.  The  quantity  applied  was  uniform 
for  the  entire  year,  except  that  the  experiments  were  stopped  for  a 
short  time  in  the  spring  by  high  water  in  the  river,  and  that  the 
amount  which  could  be  applied  during  November  and  December  was 
limited  by  the  clogging  of  the  surface.  The  average  results  for  these 
periods  are  as  follows  :  — 
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Average  Analt/iee  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  &  A,  by  Periods. 
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The  results  of  the  weekly  analyses  are  given  in  full  in  the  foUow- 
iog  table :  — 


Filter  Tank  No.  9  A. 
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FiLTEB  Tank  No.  9  A— Continued. 


Quantity 
Applied. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Daily. 

TanrKK- 

ATUKK. 

Li 

*•• 

B 

II 

c 

Date  of  Sample. 

Ammovia. 

Chlorine. 

NlTBO«BV  A« 

Oxygen 

Consumed. 

U    I 

is 

^  « 

EXDIXO  — 

1 

«1 

s 

• 

! 

• 

1 

li 
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• 
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1 

as 

• 
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Cubic    C 
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i.oao 

81, 

85,714 

44* 

36* 

8h.  27m. 

U 

80, 

1.4000 

.0800 

1                                1 
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600 

14. 

102.857 

l«. 

35* 

1 

21 

13, 

1.4000 

.0290 

4.14 

.0800    .0007 

!  .17 

103 

21. 

102,867 

u* 

36* 

- 

n 

20, 

1.3000 

.0240 

.  3.74 

.0900    .0010 

I  -10 

188 

28. 

88,571 

u* 

87' 

- 

1 

26, 

1.2000 

.0320 

3.66 

.0700 

.0009' 

1 

420 

Mar.     7. 

102.857   ;44* 

51.429  '  44* 

1 

37* 

- 

n 

Mar.    6,1 

1.8000 

.0380 

1  8.42 

.1400 

.0010 

.14 

132 

14. 

88* 

4h. 

k 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1      - 

-    1 

- 

- 

21, 

85,714 

44* 

39* 

- 

u 

*   20. 

1.2000 

.0200 

1  8.27 

.2400 

.0080 ! 

:   -10 

00 

28, 

0 

- 

- 

0 

- 

1 

- 

- 

-    ■ 

1 

- 

Apr.     4, 

102,857  I'  45' 

41' 

2h.    Om. 

0 

81.1 

1.8000 

.0200 

3.82 

.4600 

.0070' 

.11 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Apr.    8. 

11.5200 

.0700 

:  6.32' 

1    .8300    .0050 

.14 

80 

11. 

102,867     U* 

42' 

1 

- 

10, 

1.1000 

.0280 

4.90 

1 

.4700 

.0018 

.13 

160 

18. 

0 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 
1    - 

1                    1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25, 

68,671  -  62« 

1 

61' 

2h.  16m. 

- 

w. 

.4000 

.0180 

'  4.03' 

2.8600 

.0200 

.24 

80 

May      2, 

102.857     60* 

62* 

1 

- 

May     1.1 

.1200 

.0240 

7.10i 

2.2400.  .1700 

i 

:   .32 

84 

». 

102,857   ;60* 

62* 

- 

- 

5, 

1    .0200 

.0110 

5.30 

2.3000 

.1000 

i.2l 

20 

I 

8, 

.0000 

.0102 

6.40 

2.1000 

1 

2.0400 

.0600 

.  .19 

1 

28 

16, 

102,857 

66' 

66' 

- 

- 

12,: 

.0026 

.0118 

6.60 

.0060 

!  .10 

1 

30 

.1 
I 

1 

15. 

.0026 

.0138 

,  8.10. 

2.1300 

.0110 

,.12 

0 

23, 

102,867      65* 

'1 

68* 

- 

- 

19, 

.0018 

.0116 

5.30 

1 

1.9900 

.0006; 

.13 

0 

1 
1 

1 

22. 

1    .0012 

.0128 

'6.56, 

2.4900 

.0400 

.16 

17 

80. 

102,867   i  W 

61' 

- 

- 

26. 

1 

.0016 

1 

.0130 

6.02] 

:  2.1600 

.0340! 

.16 

1           n 

1 

1 

1 

29. 

.0016 

.0170 

10.10 

2.7700 

.0320 

.20 

Jane     6, 

102,837      63* 

63* 

- 

June    6, 

.0038 

1 

.0174 

11.88 

2.4000 

.0300 

.23 

13, 

102,857 

64* 

1 

66* 

m 

12. 

.0024 

.0160 

16.92 

1 

2.5000    .0360' 

1 

.18 

1 

20. 

102,857 

69* 

70* 

- 

- 

19, 

.0030 

.0198'l6.16' 

'2.7600  .0024 

.10 

0 

27. 

102,867 

67*    68*  ;3h.23m. 

- 

26, 

1    .0026 

.0108    8.14 

12.1100 

.0000 

.14 

0 

Jnly     4, 

102,857 

6r    60*    2h.67m. 

1 

- 

Jnly     8, 

.0010 

.0140  10.58 

2.3300 

1 

.0000 

.17 

0 

11. 

102,867 

;67- 

67* 

1 

1       ~ 
1 

- 

10, 

,    .0010 

1 

.0134 

10.06 

1.8900 

I 

.0008 

.12 

0 

Sewage  applied  six  tiroes  a  week.    Surface  raked  (or  picked)  about  one  inch  deep  each  week. 
Bnow  and  ice  removed  from  surface  January  19,  20,  26;  February  9,  10,  27;  March  2,  4,  5. 
Bzperiiiients  iuterrupted  by  high  water  In  the  river  January  26,  26;  February  27,  28;  March  12-16, 
1-29;  April  U-17. 

Effluent  clear  and  coIorleaB. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  9  A  —  Cotieluded. 


Ouantltv 
Applied. 

GallonB 

per  Acre 

DaUj. 

Tbmpkr- 

<    ATrKK. 

Sewaire     re- 
mained on  Sar- 

• 

1 

fl 

Ammokia. 

Chlorine. 

1 

NiTBOOBX  A8  1 

a 

0 

H 

0  a  1 

flB 

Wbjkk 

I 

1 

c 
« 

3 

• 

1       k 

II 

•< 

S     1    »s    ' 

1991. 

1 

1 

Jnly    18, 

102,857 

72- 

1 

72* 

- 

- 

Jnly  17, 

.    .0024 

.0152, 

1 

12.30, 

3.0800 

.0000. 

.19 

- 

26. 

102,857 

73" 

74* 

Ih.aOm. 

- 

24. 

,    .0002 

1 

.0114 

10.40;  12.6400 

.0000 

.11 

4 

Aug.     1, 

102,857 

I  70" 

1 

73* 

- 

- 

81, 

1    .0004 

.0130)  ,16.08 

ji          , 

1.9800 

.0000' 

.15 

0 

8. 

102,857 

70- 

72* 

- 

- 

Aug.    7, 

1    .0020 

.0132116.75, 

1 1 

2.4200 1  .00001 

.05 

0 

16, 

102,857 

74* 

74* 

1 

1       " 

- 

14, 

1    .0014 

.0130,14.05!  8.2100    .0000  i 

1           1 

.15 

1 

22. 

102,857 

73* 

75* 

1 

- 

21, 

j    .0002 

.0124  ,17.93 '2.5500 

1          '! 

.0001 

1 

.15 

.      0 

29. 

102,857 

73*    75' 

1       - 

- 

28, 

1    .IjMO 

1 

.0196i!l3.92!    .9000 

1          ij 

.0012 

.24 

14 

Sept.     6, 

102.857 

68*    71*     5b.89in. 

- 

Sept.    4, 

1 

'    .7500 

.0400;    9.46   1.8500 

.1          1 

.0180 

1 

.36 

9.600 

12. 

102,857 

6«"09*,. 

- 

11. 

,    .1500 

.0240;    6.60   1.7000 

1 

•0260 : 

.22 

342 

19. 

102,857 

or  ao'l      - 

- 

18, 

1    .0240 

.0160'    7.10  I  2.4500 

1           1 

.0024 

.15 

90 

28. 

102,857 

70* 

70*    2h.3«m. 

1, 

- 

25, 

!    .0040 

.0176'  8.80*12.6400 

.0010 

.19 

85 

Oct.       8, 

97,143 

W 

1 

- 

Oct.     2. 

1    .0006 

.01321    8.36   2.3300 

1'          '' 

.0000' 

1 

.14 

S 

10. 

102,857 

'63* 

1 

67*1,        - 
1 

- 

9, 

1    .0008 

1 

.0128>!  8.88  <  2.4700 

1 '                      1 

.0002. 

.17 

5 

17. 

84,287 

56* 

60'ri6h.30m. 

- 

1«. 

1    .0036 

.0120!  8.56  11. 2.300 

'          Ij 

.0000, 

.16 

18 

24. 

47,143 

63* 

57*1   36h. 

- 

23, 

.1300 

1 

.0120,1  7.4811.3000 

ij 

.0080  1 

.13 

25 

31. 

34,287 

47* 

52*     Sflh. 

1 

- 

30, 

1 

1    .1560 

.0280]'  8.0011.2400 

.0120; 

.16 

10 

Nov.     7, 

34,287 

43*    49* 

- 

- 

Nov.    6, 

1    .3300 

.0200|l3.55      .8000 

.0080 i 

.20 

24 

14. 

34,287 

46*  i  4«* 

1 

- 

13, 

,    .2100 

.0200,   9.25    1.5000 

.0150' 

.24 

109 

21. 

22,857 

44* 

1 

48* 

• 

- 

17, 
20, 

;    .1800 
I    .0372 

.0300'   7.78'    . 8100 1. 0110; 

.0224     7.02'    .7200 '.0008, 

1            ' 

.26 
.30 

874 
8» 

28, 

0 

1 

47* 

1 

- 

24, 

>    .0900 

I 

.0220 

6.49      .4500  !  .0044 

'  ■                           1 

.32 

0 

1 

1 

27, 

1    .0400 

.0240 

6.33      .8000 ,  .0036 

.29 

3 

Deo.      5, 

81,429 

41*  i  45* 

1        1 

1 

2i 

Dec.     1, 

1    .0480 

.0260 

6.20    1.2000;. 0060 

1                         1 

.33 

104 

1 

1 

1 

4. 

1    .3800 

.0400'  6.5U 

,    .1200'    0150 

.52 

2,000 

12, 

25,714 

1 
45* 

-:  - 

3 

11, 

1    .7800 

.0540''  5.Ki 

1 

!    .2000'    0160 ' 

'                             1 

.93 

» 

19. 

25,714 

'  45*  ■  44'  'I 

1        1 

1 

18. 

.6300 

1 

.0000    5.82 

i    .51001. 0060 ' 

1              '            > 

.51 

9,585 

26, 

17,143 

1 

44' 

1 

43" 

1 

1 

0 

«. 

'    .9600 

1 

.0640 

'  6.32 

1 

.0100 

.OOM' 

I 

.61 

4,725 

8«'wage  applied  6  time*  a  week.    Surface  mked  about  1  loch  deep  each  week. 

Biirfuce  apaded  up  3  to  4  inchefl  de«p  AuRuat  31  and  October  19. 

Nov(>riil>er  5,  niirfncc  made  Into  rtdtrea  and  trenche*. 

Novoniber  9,  \  Inch  Mind  removed  from  aarface  of  trenchra  and  put  upon  ridfrea. 

Efllueiit  clear  and  colorleaa  until  December  1;  afterward*  very  alightly  turbid. 


In  the  following  table  of  analyses,  representing  the  different 
parts  of  the  daily  flow,  the  first  section  shows  the  results  of  frequent 
examinations  of  the  effluent  when  the  filter  was  first  drained  after 
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being  saturated  with  city  water;  the  second  section  shows  the 
results  immediately  following  the  first  application  of  sewage  to  this 
filter,  and  the  remainder  of  the  table  shows  the  results  when  the 
filter  was  in  regular  use :  — 

Chemical  and  Biological  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No»  9  A,  repre^ 

senting  the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow. 


Rate  or 
Flow. 

DAT. 

Hour. 

Cubic  Cen- 
tlmetera 

Ulnate. 

\9m%. 

Oct.    81, 

0.10 

75,000 

31, 

9.55 

67,000 

31, 

10.22 

50,000 

31. 

10.56 

42,000 

31. 

11.45 

24,000 

31, 

1.35 

4,000 

Nov.     1, 

7.50 

540 

Amount 

PMSMd 

flince 

Flood- 

inf. 

Oallons. 


315 
S24 
1,240 
1,647 
2,128 
2.324 
2,783 


Ammomia. 


Free. 


Alba- 
mlnold. 


.0002 
.0002 
.0008 
.0020 
.0074 
.0068 
.0060 


.0052 
.0056 
.0048 
.0132 
.0330 
.0416 
.0348 


Chlo- 
rine. 


NiTBoosn  A8 


.50 
.20  i 
.22  ' 
.20  I 
.34 
.34- 
.37  I 


NUratet. 


NHrltefl. 


.0160 
.0160 
.0160 
.0170 
.0170 
.0170 
.0120 


.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 


Oxygen 
Con- 
sumed. 


Bacteria 

Cubic 
Cen- 
timeter. 


.08 
.08 
.09 
.11 
.15 
.19 
.10 


49,388 

34,200 

33,840 

2,419 

576 

80 

80 


First  water  through :  outlet  opened  at  9.11. 


Nov.   18, 

10.43t 

460 

1 
0 

.0032 

.0040 

.18 

1 

.0200 

1 

.0000    1 

.03 

86 

w. 

2.32* 

2.240 

48 

.0032 

.0036 

.18 

.0200 

.0000 

.04 

10 

10. 

6.50* 

2.800 

287 

.0052 

.0040 

.27 

.0210 

.0002    1 

.05 

8 

19. 

9.49* 

1,740 

382  ' 

.0058 

.0074 

.46 

.0140 

.0008 

.05 

8 

ao. 

5.06t 

810 

513  1 

.0064 

.0082 

.81 

.0300 

.0008    ' 

.07 

10 

20. 

11.15f 

430 

2 

.0072 

.0128    , 

1.06 

.0300 

.0008    1 

.09 

88 

20, 

2.35* 

2,8-20 

50 

.0096 

.0172 

1.52 

.0360 

.0018 

.11 

400 

20, 

4.20* 

3,840 

i:.2  1 

.0100 

.0178 

1 

1.90 

.0390 

.0026 

.11 

48 

20, 

8.44* 

2.220 

352 

.0156 

.0170 

2.45 

.0310 

.0020 

.11 

56 

21, 

8.381 

600 

550 

.0110 

.0220    1 

3.30 

.0380 

.0016 

.15 

1,480 

21, 

5.16* 

3,600 

212 

.0142 

.0270 

3.96 

.0350 

.0020 

.15 

1.980 

22, 

5.08f 

740 

522  ' 

.0134 

.0272 

5.15 

1       .0300 

.0004 

.20 

19,800 

22. 

3.35* 

3,600 

122 

'.0138 

.0330 
.0368 

5.27 

.0350 

.0004 

.19 

1,740 

24, 

4.36* 

2,020 

69 

1 

.0550 

6.14 

.0140 

.0002 

.18 

29,520 

Doeee  of  sewage,  each  equivalent  to  120,000  gallons  per  acre  dally,  applied  November  18,  10.48  to 
11.41;  November  19,  11.17  to  11.53;  November  20, 10.67  to  11.48;  November  21,  11.00  to  11.50;  November 
22,  11.32  to  1 1.54 ;  November  24,  10.50  to  11.39.  This  was  the  tlrst  sewage  applied,  and  the  chlorine  In  the 
efl9uent  shows  w^hen  It  commenced  to  come  through. 


Dec.   18, 

8.03 

760 

0 

1 

1.3600 

.0500 

5.17  , 

1 

.0900 

1 
.0014     , 

.21 

3,040 

13, 

10.33 

2,2tMj 

56 

1.3000 

.0560 

5.10  , 

.0900 

.0014 

.21 

2,200 

13, 

12.13 

1,080 

106 

1.3600 

.04-20 

5.07  . 

1       .0800 

.0018 

.20 

6,760 

13, 

5.13 

1,240 

163 

1.3600 

.0360 

1       5.05 

.0800 

.0012    1 

.21 

8,080 

13, 

8.44 

2,860 

241 

1.5000 

.0340 

5.10 

.0600 

.0012 

.23 

9,000 

14. 

7.02 

880 

500 

1.4400 

1 

.0420 

5.07 

.0600 

.0010 

1 

.21 

4,680 

Sewage  equivalent  to  1*20,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  834  to  2.28. 


•  P.M. 


t  A.M. 
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Chemical  and  Biohgieal  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  9  A,  rtprt- 
senting  the  Different  Parts  of  the  Daily  Flow — Concluded. 


Hour. 

Rate  of 
Flow. 

Cobtc  Cen- 
timeters 

Mbuite. 

Amount 
Passed 
since 
Flood- 
ing. 

Gallons. 

AUXOItlA. 

Chlo- 
rine, 

ymooBv  AS 

Oxygen 

Oon- 

snmed. 

Bacteria 

per 

CaUe 

Cen- 

tlosstsr. 

DAT. 

Free. 

Albn- 
minold. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

1891. 

May      1. 

1. 
1. 
2. 

10.23 
11.50 
8.40« 
5.40t 

780 
0,000 
2,400 
1,140 

0 

45 

238 

408 

.0000 
.1200 
.0515 
.0485 

.0240 
.0240 
.0145 
.0110 

7.52 
7.10 
0.00 
0.54 

2.8400 
2.2400 
S.3600 
2.4500 

.1400 
.1700 
.1200 
.0000 

.28 
.32 
.25 
.22 

88 
84 
86 

1« 

Sewage  eqnlTalent  to  1*20,000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  1040  to  11.45. 


Jnoe  12, 

10.85 

060 

0 

.0028 

.0176 

17.40 

2.7600 

.0040 

.17 

2 

12. 

12.05 

5.160 

40 

.0024 

.0160 

16.02 

2.5000 

.0850 

.18 

1 

12. 

4.22 

2,440 

100 

.0018 

.0182 

14.32 

2.4500 

.0080 

.16 

18 

12, 

0.45* 

2,060 

146 

.0018 

.0184 

18.88 

2.8300 

.0250 

.21 

0 

18. 

5.82t 

840 

510 

.0014 

.0154 

12.30 

2.0400 

.0040 

.15 

0 

Sewage  equivalent  to  120.000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  10.40  to  11.52. 


Oct.      0, 

1.80 

820 

0 

.0020 

.0126 

8.84 

2.4200 

.0000 

1 

0. 

4.10 

1.000 

50 

.0008 

.0128 

8.88 

2.4700 

.0002 

44 

0. 

6.60» 

800 

84 

.0012 

.0136 

8.77 

2.2000 

.0001 

6 

0, 

8.42* 

1,060 

130 

.0014 

.0122 

8.80 

2.3800 

.0001 

2 

10. 

5.87t 

1.500 

416 

.0012 

.0134 

8.00 

1.6300 

.0001 

14 

10, 

lO.OOt 

1.140 

500 

.0016 

.0130 

7.72 

1.7200 

.0001 

6 

Sewage  equivalent  to  120.000  gallons  per  acre  applied  from  1.40  to  3.05. 


•  r.M. 


t  A.M, 


The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-six  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 

MicroscopiccU  Examination  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  9  A* 

[Number  of  organisms  per  100  cubic  centimeters.] 


Oroaxisms. 


Percentage  of 

Times 
Fonnd  to  Total 

Number  of 
Observations. 


Average 
Number. 


Maximum 
Mumtwr. 


PLANTS. 
Dlatomaceao. 

Meloelra, 

Synedra, 

AlfireB- 

Chlorococcus.      •       .       .       . 
Ulothrix 

FUDffl.    Molds 

ANIMALS. 
InfuBoria. 

Monas, 

I'aramsBcium,      •       .       .        . 

Vermes. 

Angulllula. 

Botatorlan  ova,   .... 

Miicellaneous,    Starch,    . 


4 
4 


4 

4 

12 


8 

4 


8 
4 

8 


4 
6 


8 
1 

35 


8 
1 


2 
8 


100 
150 


200 
25 

800 


100 
25 


25 
200 
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Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand  at  Different  Depths, 
calculated  from  Determinations  qJ  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia,  and  deduct- 
ing the  1,33  Farts  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand. 

[Parte  In  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  sand.] 


DiSTAVCB  BBLOW  SCIVACB. 

March, 
1891. 

Jane, 
1891. 

NoTember, 
1891. 

0»1  Ineli.    .■•>••.■••• 

00.02 

55.08 

23.64 

10.07 

11.05 

5.08 

3.17 

2.17 

1.80 

1.80 

.07 

150.00 

30.70 

22.28 

14.23 

7.02 

3.88 

2.00 

1.37 

1.50 

.48 

0 

148.32 

w   4  iiaiiaa,      ••••••••••• 

1  Inch, 

52.88 

21iiehM, 

70.50 

4      •• 

45.57 

8      •• 

11.07 

12      " 

7.00 

18      •« 

*"                 ••••• 

3.88 

34      " 

1.50 

M      •• 

1.02 

48      •* 

0 

90      ** 

0 

Table  showing  the  Total  Nitrogen  applied  to  Filter  Tank  No.  9  A,  the  Amount  in 
the  Effluent ^  and  the  Amount  stored  in  the  Sand^  in  Pounds. 


March, 
1891. 


June, 
1891. 


Total  nitrogen  applied  to  date, 
Amonbt  in  effluent  to  date, 
Amount  stored  in  aaod  to  date, 
Amoaot  lost  to  date. 


11.12 

5.05 

5.03 

.44 


21.11 

13.55 

4.82 

2.74 


Par  eant.  stored, 
Par  cent,  lost,     . 


45 
4 


23 
13 


November, 
1891. 


38.55 

23.63 

8.39 

6.53 


22 
17 


Distribution  of  the  Stored  Nitrogen  in  the  Sand, 


Upper  quarter  inch, 
Upper  inch, 
Upper  8  inches, . 
Uppar  0  inches, . 
Upper  foot. 
Total,  fire  feet,  . 


.66 
1.91 
3.86 
5.80 
6.89 
8.30 
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FILTER  TANKS  Nos.  11  and  12. 


These  small  tanks,  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  No.  11  tilled  with 
44  inches  of  No.  6  sand  and  No.  1 2  filled  with  60  inches  of  No.  1 
sand,  were  described  in  the  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage 
and  Water,  1890.  In  the  time  since  then  they  have  been  used  for 
special  experiments  in  regard  to  nitrification. 

Nitrification  in  Presence  of  Salt, 

In  1890  experiments  were  made  on  Filter  11  to  determine  whether 
the  presence  of  large  amounts  of  chlorine  caused  a  loss  of  nitrogen 
during  nitrification.  For  this  purpose  city  water  was  applied  to  the 
filter,  to  which  was  added  definite  amounts  of  ammonia  and  salt. 
The  first  result  indicated  a  loss  of  nitrogen,  but  it  was  subsequently 
found  that  the  apparent  loss  was  due  to  imperfection  in  the  method 
of  analysis  followed ;  that  in  presence  of  chlorine  the  phenolsul- 
phonic  acid  process  gave  low  results,  and  with  the  very  large  amount 
of  chlorine  present  the  figures  obtained  were  quite  misleading.  By 
the  aid  of  another  nitrate  process,  which  was  adopted  in  June,  it 
was  found  that  there  was  no  considerable  amount  of  nitrogen  lost 
during  nitrification  in  presence  of  salt. 

Nitrification  in  Presence  of  Sugar. 

In  1891  sugar  with  ammonia  was  added  to  the  dose  of  water,  and 
the  results,  which  had  been  earlier  obtained  upon  Filter  12,  were 
confirmed.  In  the  presence  of  sugar  there  was  a  very  large  loss  of 
nitrogen  which  could  not  possibly  be  attributed  to  any  analytical 
imperfections.  The  subsequent  application  of  the  ammonia  without 
the  sugar,  and  later,  of  city  water  by  itself,  showed  that  the  nitro- 
gen of  the  ammonia  unaccounted  for  was  not  stored  in  the  filter  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  removed  after  the  sugar  was  no  longer  applied, 
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but  was  probably  given  off  as  free  nitrogen.  Filter  12  had  been 
previously  used  for  experiment  with  sugar,  as  described  in  the 
report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (pages  134  and 
730).  In  March,  1890,  the  applied  dose  was  a  solution  containing 
20  parts  per  100,000  of  sugar  and  4  parts  of  nitrogen  as  ammonia, 
but  on  April  6  the  quantity  of  nitrogen  was  reduced  to  2  parts. 
On  July  4  the  amount  of  sugar  was  increased  to  40  parts,  and  on 
December  8  to  100  parts,  which  was  continued  until  June  16,  1891. 
The  general  result  of  these  experiments  was  to  show  a  loss  of  nitro- 
gen, especially  after  increasing  the  dose  of  sugar,  but  as  the  doses 
were  continued  the  nitrogen  in  the  effluent  generally  increased, 
showing  that  the  filter  was  acquiring  the  power  of  nitrifying  the 
ammonia  in  presence  of  the  sugar  more  readily  than  at  first.  In 
April  the  nitrogen  in  the  effluent  was  higher  than  in  the  applied 
dose,  due  to  exceptionally  high  nitrates  in  a  single  sample  after  the 
filter  had  been  out  of  use  for  nine  days  owing  to  high  water  in  the 
river,  and  during  the  following  months  the  nitrates  remained  very 
high,  indicating  that  the  filter  had  at  last  acquired  the  power  of 
complete  nitrification  in  presence  of  sugar. 


Application  of  Soap. 

Commencing  Aug.  11,  1890,  a  solution  of  soap  containing  90 
paits  per  100,000  of  soap,  equal  to  63  paits  fatty  acids,  was  applied  to 
Filter  12.  Its  effect  was  to  immediately  and  completely  stop  nitrifi- 
cation, but  notwithstanding  this  a  good  purification  was  obtained. 
On  September  3  the  quantity  of  soap  was  increased  to  440  parts  in 
100,000,  which  was  continued  throughout  the  month,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  filter  had  become  clogged  and  incapable  of  taking  more 
soap.  The  effluent  also  contained  much  organic  matter.  The  filter 
was  allowed  to  rest  until  October  12,  when  a  solution  of  90  parts  per 
100,000  of  soap  was  applied,  but  October  14  the  filter  was  again 
so  clogged  that  the  dose  would  not  pass.  City  water  was  then 
passed  through  the  filter,  but  when  the  solution  of  soap  was  again 
applied,  after  more  than  two  months,  December  27,  it  would  not 
pass.  The  filter  evidently  did  not  recover  during  the  period  when 
soap  was  not  used.  After  again  applying  city  water  by  itself  two 
pounds  of  quick-lime  were  put  on  top  of  the  filter  early  in  1892  but 
without  beneficial  eficct,  and  later  a  pound  of  caustic  potash  in  solu- 
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tion  was  applied.     An  analysis  of  the  effluent  four  days  later  gave 
the  following  result :  ^ 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 

Color, 22.50 

Free  ammonia, .9500 

Albuminoid  ammonia, 6 .  2000 

Oxygen  consumed, 86.00 

The  clogging  was  not  reduced  and  the  analysis  of  the  efiiuent  was 
so  unsatisfactory  that  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  continue  the 
experiment. 

This  experiment  has  shown  that  soap  is  capable  of  completely 
clogging  sand,  thereby  rendering  it  unfit  for  sewage  purification.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  solution  of  soap 
applied  during  September  contained  one  hundred  times  as  much  fatty 
acids  as  is  usually  carried  by  the  sewage  received  at  the  Experiment 
Station,  and  the  total  quantity  of  soap  applied  was  equivalent  to 
thirty  tons  of  soap  on  an  acre.  The  clogging  was  mainly  near  the 
surface,  as  was  shown  by  the  following  sand  analyses  Dec.  18, 
1891:  — 

Analyses  of  Sand  from  Filler  Tank  No.  12  after  applying  Soap  equivalent  to 

Thirty  Tons  on  an  Acre. 


Depth. 


Water  by 
Volume. 

Per  Cent. 


0-6    inchea, 
12-24      •• 


Lost  on 
Ignition. 

Per  Cent. 


Fatty  Addi. 
Per  Cent. 


26 

1.43 

15 

0.07 

n 

- 

0.46 
0.21 
0.03 


Atbumtnold 
AmmontA. 

Parts 
in  100,000. 


23.0 
0.0 
4.0 


The  monthly  averages  of  results  for  these  filters  are  given  in  the 


following  tables :  — 
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FiLTEE  Tark  No.  11. 
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Summary  of  Twenly  Microscopical  Examinalioru  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  11. 

[Number  of  orfaoliini  per  100  cable  ceuttmeten.] 


OiOAKxaiis. 

Percentage  of 

Times 
Found  lo  Total 

Number  of 
Observations. 

Average 
Number. 

Maaimnm 
jii  umber. 

PLAlfrS. 

Diatomaceeo. 

Synedra,    . 

a 

•                • 

•                • 

6 

12 

250 

Alfffle.    Chlorococcna,  .. 

• 

•                • 

•                • 

6 

40 

800 

Funffl.    Molds, 

•               e               •                • 

• 

•                « 

•                • 

6 

1 

25 

ANIMALS. 
Inftisorla.   MoDas, 

• 

•               • 

•               • 

20 

126 

1,200 

Filter  Tank  No.  12. 

Quantity 
Applied. 

Gallons     i 

per  Acre   i 

Dally.     ; 

j 

Tkupkra-   ' 

TUKK.          1 

Ammoku. 

Chlorine. 

\    KiTBOOBM  A8 

1 

Oxygen 

Consumed. 

Bacteria  per 
Cubic    Ccuil- 
meter. 

Date. 

• 

Effluent. 

1 

1 

• 

o 

°l 

£8 

< 

• 

I 

c 

Nitrites. 

1999. 

April,  . 

1 
A2,000 

46- 

48- 

.0039 

.0144 

I 
7.71 

2.8500 

.0006   , 

.08 

641 

May,    .       .        . 

62,200 

64' 

sr  , 

.0040 

.0105 

6.38 

2.5700 

.0005    , 

.06 

148 

June,  . 

50,000 

60* 

64' 

.0026 

.0076 

6.36 

2.0800 

.0002 

.04 

88 

July,    . 

62,200 

65* 

70* 

.0018 

.0069 

1     5.63 

1.7000 

.0001    ' 

.04 

22 

Aufrust, 

60,400    1 

60* 

70"    , 

.0017 

.0102 

'    6.65 

1 

1.8400 

.0002    , 

.06 

218 

September, 

52,000 

66* 

65' 

.0016 

.0077 

1    4.22 

1.2625 

.0001    , 

.05 

95 

October, 

46,400 

68* 

66' 

.0010 

.0060 

6.66    > 

1.1300 

.0002 

.06 

287 

November, . 

60,000 

4»* 

49-    , 

.0010 

.0059 

,    6.43 

1.3026 

.0000 

.04 

7,100 

December,  . 

52,'200 

43' 

46* 

.0007 

.0053 

5.43    1 

.7840 

.0001 

.06 

m 

1991. 

January,     . 

60,400 

40" 

45' 

.0032 

.0072 

1 

1    5.31     i 

.6275 

.0001 

.06 

120 

February,   . 

47,200 

89* 

45' 

.0009 

.0079 

5.31 

.9750 

0002 

.05 

6 

March, 

31,000    1 

89* 

1    44* 

.0030 

.0043 

4:75    1 

1.8500 

.0001 

.03 

0 

April,  . 

36,000 

43' 

48' 

.0084 

.0063 

:     6.43    1 

3.2900 

.0001 

,       .08 

280 

May,    .       .        . 

60,400     1 

61' 

56' 

.0008 

.0044 

1    5.25 

2.5825 

.0001 

.02 

66 

June,  . 

62,000    1 

59' 

i    64' 

.0017 

.0060 

3.43 

1.7960 

.0005 

.04 

1 

July,   . 

62,200    ' 

65' 

!  »• 

.0025 

.0046 

3.98 

1.6360 

.0002 

.04 

86 

August, 

50,400 

70' 

71' 

.0009 

.0086 

'    8.68 

1.3283 

.0000 

.09 

135 

September, 

60,000 

67' 

6S' 

.0161 

.1027 

1    3.16 

.0040 

.0001 

2.17 

16,580 

October,      . 

18,200 

57- 

67' 

.0490 

.0860 

'    5.05    ' 

.4700 

.0015 

.84 

84,650 

November, . 

60,000         60' 

61' 

.2435 

.0245 

,1    5.87 

.6875 

.0212 

.23 

288 

December, . 

62,200         46* 

49' 

.1496 

.0210 

,1    4.71 

1 

.9450 

.0154 

.20 

809 

City  water  applit'd  six  times  a  week,  to  which  were  added  other  subataDces  as  follows:  until  July 
13, 1890,  2  parts  per  100,000  of  nitrogen  as  ammonia  and  20  parts  of  sugar;  July  14  to  December  7,  2 
parts  of  nitrogen  and  40  parts  of  sugar;  Dec.  8,  1890,  to  .Tune  16, 1891,  2  parts  of  nitrogen  and  100  parta 
of  sugar;  Jun«}  17  to  August  10,  city  water  applied  alone;  August  11  to  September  2,  2  parts  of 
nitrogen  as  ammonia  and  90  parts  of  soap;  Sept4>mber  3  to  29,  2  parts  of  nitrogen  and  440  parts  of 
soap;  September  30  to  Octot>er  12,  nothing  applied  to  tank;  October  12  to  14,  90  paris  of  aoap-witb 
ammonia  as  before;  October  15  to  December  27,  city  water  applied  with  the  ammonia  only. 

Beginning  Aug.  20, 1891,  surface  raked  about  3  inches  deep  each  week. 

Eiperiroenu  interrupted  by  high  water  In  the  river  Oct.  20  to  22, 1890,  Jan.  24  to  26,  Feb.  27  to  March  I, 
March  12  to  16,  22  to  29,  and  April  13  to  21, 1891. 
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Summary  of  TTiirteen  Microscopical  Examinalioru  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank 

No.  12. 

[Number  of  orgsDlams  per  100  cnbio  oentimetert.] 


Obgakibmi. 


Percentage  of 

Tlm«4 
Found  to  Total 

Number  of 
Obterratloos. 


ATerage 
Number. 


PLANTS. 
DiatomaceeB.    Uoelaaaifled,      . 

Alff».    Ulothriz 

Funsri*    Crenothriz,      • 

ANIMALS. 
InftuEK>ria.   Modm,     . 

Vermes.    Unclaaaifled, 


8 

8 

16 

15 

8 


6 

2 

10 

83 
2 


Maximum 
Number. 


75 

25 

100 

800 
25 


FILTER  TANK  No.  13. 


Tank  No.  13  has  continued  filtering  a  solution  of  ammonia  with 
enough  soda  to  combine  with  the  nitric  acid  formed.  The  nitrifi- 
cation has  been  in  the  main  very  complete,  and  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  nitrogen  of  the  applied  ammonia  has  appeared  in  the 
effluent  as  nitrates.  The  principal  object  in  continuing  this  filter 
without  change  of  dose  was  to  alTord  an  opportunity  for  the  study  of 
the  relation  of  various  bacteria  to  nitrification.  These  studies,  as 
yet  incomplete,  have  more  bearing  upon  the  filtration  of  water  than 
of  sewage  and  will  be  discussed  in  connection  with  purification  of 
water. 

The  average  monthly  results  are  as  follows :  — 
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Filter  Tank  No.  18. 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  14 


This  small  filter  of  coarse  No.  1  sand  and  the  various  experi- 
ments  made  with  it  were  fully  described  in  the  report  upon  the 
Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (pages  122,  685  and  730). 
During  1889  an  air-tight  cover  was  kept  upon  the  filter  and  the 
admission  of  air  was  limited.  From  Dec.  7,  1889,  no  air  was  admit- 
ted, and  no  nitrification  and  very  little  oxidation  or  purification  took 
place.  On  March  10,  1890,  the  cover  was  removed;  nitrification 
commenced  at  once,  and  in  a  month  the  ammonia  was  reduced  to 
•0048  part  per  100,000  with  2.25  parts  nitrates,  the  dose  heing 
51,400  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  good  results  were  regularly 
obtained  thereafter.  The  quantity  was  increased  June  18  to  85,700 
gallons;  December  4,  to  103,000  gallons,  and  January  1  to  120,000 
gallons,  which  was  continued  with  good  result  until  May  19,  when 
it  was  again  increased  to  13  4,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  At  first 
a  good  result  was  obtained,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  June  the  sur- 
face became  clogged  and  nitrification  was  imperfect.  On  July  2  the 
surface  was  turned  under  three  inches  deep. 

It  was  desired  to  determine  accurately  how  much  water  the 
filter  retained  when  com[)letely  drained,  to  see  what  efiect  the  pro- 
longed use  had  made.  For  this  purpose  city  water  was  added  until 
the  salt  of  the  sewage  had  been  all  washed  out^and  afterward  a 
solution  of  salt  in  city  water.  The  entire  etHuent  for  each  day  was 
collected  and  mixed  and  chlorine  determination  made,  from  which  it 
was  possible  to  calculate  with  great  accuracy  the  proportion  of 
salted  water  in  the  effluent  for  each  day  and  the  total  amount  of 
water  held  by  the  sand.  The  amount  held  was  found  to  be  12.6 
gallons  when  drained  twenty-four  hours,  and  12  gallons  after  forty- 
eight  hours.  The  amount  held  by  Tank  13,  filled  with  the  same 
material,  but  which  had  been  used  for  other  experiments,  which  had 


542 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub-  Doc. 


not  to  any  considerable  extent  dirtied  the  sand,  was  8  gallons.  The 
original  material  may  have  held  somewhat  less  than  this  when  perfectly 
clean.  The  increase  in  water  capacity  from  7  or  8  gallons  in  the  origi- 
nal material  to  12.6  gallons  after  three  years'  use  for  sewage  purifica- 
tions may  be  attributed  to  the  storage  of  organic  matters  on  the  sand 
grains,  rendering  them  sticky  and  retentive  of  moisture.  The  bear- 
ing of  these  facts  has  already  been  discussed,  page  439. 

These  experiments  were  continued  through  July  during  which  time 
either  eight  or  three  gallons  of  city  water  were  applied  daily,  either 
with  or  without  a  definite  amount  of  common  salt. 

It  was  evident  from  the  experience  of  June  that  the  upper  layer 
of  sand  was  so  clogged  that  renewed  application  of  sewage  in  large 
quantity  would  be  unsuccessful  unless  some  change  was  made,  and 
it  was  decided  to  invert  the  upper  foot  of  sand  to  see  if  that  would 
allow  a  better  result.  This  was  accordingly  done  July  29,  by  taking 
out  the  first  six  inches,  then  the  second  six  inches,  and  replacing 
the  two  portions  in  the  inverse  order. 

A  series  of  sand  samples  before  changing  gave  the  following 
results :  — 


DXPTH  Bblow  Suktacb. 

Water  by  Vol- 
ame. 

Per  Cent 

Albuminoid  Am« 
monla. 

P»rti  in  100,000. 

0-6   Inches,  • •••• 

32.5 
20.5 
20.7 
13.7 
10.1 
11.3 

60. 

0.12     " 

12. 

12      •< , 

T.e 

24      «•        . 

2.9 

86      "        .       . 

#. 

« 

2.1 

48      <• 

1.9 

The  upper  six  inches  then  contained  four  times  as  much  stored 
organic  matter  as  the  six  inches  next  below  and  the  inversion  reduced 
the  clogging  material  in  the  upper  six  inches  by  three-fourths.  The 
dirty  sand  did  not  pack  so  closely  as  it  had  been  packed  when 
clean,  —  the  twelve  inches  occupying  thirteen  inches  after  making 
the  change. 

Commencing  July  31,  sewage  was  again  applied  at  the  rate  of 
137,000  galloi^s  per  acre  daily.  The  eflluent  contained  much  more 
organic  matter  during  the  following  months  than  under  comparable 
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conditions  before  the  sand  had  I>ecome  clogged ;  still  the  results  were 
quite  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  and  improved  slightly  from 
month  to  month. 

It  may  be  added,  however,  that  in  March,  1892,  the  sand  again 
became  clogged,  and  that  a  reinversion  of  the  upper  foot  of  sand 
failed  to  again  restore  the  filter  to  a  good  working  condition,  a 
removal  of  the  dirty  sand  bein^  found  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

The  average  results  for  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table.  The  two  periods  November,  1889,  to  March,  1890,  when 
air  was  artificially  excluded  (which  was  discussed  in  the  report 
upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  page  730),  and  July, 
1891,  when  Merrimack  River  water  was  applieTd  as  described  above, 
are  not  included :  — 

Average  Result  of  Analyses  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  from  Filter  Tank  No.  14. 


Qaanttty 

ufAewMgtf 

Applied. 

Gallons 

per  ^cre 

Dally. 


April— June,  1890: 
Sewage,      .... 
Efflnent,     .... 

July,  1690,— Jqm,  1891: 
Sewage,      .... 
EfflaeDt,     .       .       .       .     ' 

Auguat  —  December,  1891 : 
Sewage,      .... 
BfflaeDt,     .... 


Ammoxia. 

• 

e 

I  e 

1 

£3 

k. 

< 

1.7127     .6000 
.0188     .0244 


1.8649     .6615 

.0164     .0246 

I 
I 

I  I 

I 
2.78»     .8719 
I 
.0247!  .0400 


I 


a 

•z 

o 


NiTBUOBK  A8 


I 

s 


.•).03 
4.84 


6.03 


2.45 


0 
.0025 


a 

s 
c  S 

o 


C-3 
jr.  • 

SIS 

o  a  jj 

«w  d 

OB 


2.79 
.13 


0     I 


5.50  i    1.70     .0013 


8.27 
7.69 


0  0 

2.51      .0021 


3.18 
.20 


4.53 
.31 


480,000 
2,124 

\ 

1,010,000 
11,300 

858,572 
33.568 


The  results  of  the  weekly  analyses  are  given  in  full  in  the  follow- 


ing table :  — 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub  Doc. 
Filter  Tamk  No.  14. 


aHlnnl 

TH 

- 

i 

L...:. 

i 

MTn».<>  « 

FT 

I 

9 

WtIM 

1 

T 

i 

1 

L 

1 

1 

1 

ISM. 

T.b.    Xt. 

M.4» 

41- 

40- 

Vb.   II.     1 

tsoo 

.0000 

l.U 

.«00 

.owo 

- 

- 

lUnb  1, 

M.4W 

4&' 

•*■ 

- 

».     1 

as. 

1000 

MOO 

.owo 

4.W 

1. 0000 

.0800 

. 

R. 

»i.m 

ts* 

40' 

- 

ll.™h7. 

swo 

.1000 

4.01 

.0000 

.0000 

.M 

16. 

»1.«» 

44- 

44- 

-■ 

14. 

MOO 

.0700 

4.U 

1.0000 

.ono 

.U 

4.8W 

M. 

in.4n 

41* 

V 

. 

n. 

4300 

.OMO 

8.4 

1.0000 

.0100 

att 

», 

»!.»» 

4S' 

«3- 

- 

s». 

owo 

.0000 

4.N 

1.1600 

.0000 

.18 

1J» 

ApHI    6. 

Gl,t» 

4S* 

W 

- 

April  .4. 

Olli 

.oais 

4.40 

i.«oeo 

.0080 

.17 

I.1N 

B. 

S1.4M 

«■ 

4«' 

11. 

OOIR 

.osoi 

4.7« 

2.U00 

.0000 

.18 

4*1 

». 

11.4M 

u- 

49* 

- 

11. 

0M» 

.0233 

4.« 

3.6000 

.0060 

.14 

l.»« 

M. 

il.*» 

44' 

48* 

». 

004S 

.0174 

2.»00 

.0024 

.18 

1.BJ8 

M.y      i 

M.U» 

48- 

tl- 

- 

itw    », 

OOM 

.0142 

4.2. 

t.mo 

.0020 

.14 

1.SI6 

10. 

H,U» 

«• 

u- 

•■1 

(AM 

.0180 

4.32 

2.6O0O 

.0018 

.11 

MI 

n. 

lil.«» 

H* 

»»• 

- 

1». 

son 

.0162 

4.40 

3.1000 

.0010 

.10 

i.m 

S4. 

i\.m 

SB* 

*Q' 

- 

S3. 

oots 

.0144 

6.68 

a.  6400 

.0018 

.12 

1.6» 

31. 

M.4» 

M- 

KC 

w,  1 

0034 

.0140 

6.10 

2.««. 

.000* 

.11 

JOM       1. 

61.«» 

U* 

W 

- 

June    8, 

ttot-i 

.0100 

6.02 

.0008 

1.0« 

». 

61,4U 

»r 

;;: 

IS. 

vat 

OMO 

6  72 

2.1000 

.000« 

.OOM 

.0. 

O.TM 

». 

»,TI4 

11- 

.' 

- 

!7, 

oow 

.9X4 

6.47 

2,2500 

.0008 

.13 

XfitO 

Jlllj       6. 

S6.7U 

71- 

71" 

July    4.1 

0000 

.0274 

8.m 

2.1600 

.0008 

8,ue 

N. 

»S.TU 

-I- 

.' 

- 

11,' 

oow 

.0224 

6.08 

2.6000 

.0008 

'i 

t,sa 

1», 

sa. 

8i,TH 

ss.m 

73* 

;:: 

- 

1S.I 

oou 
oou 

.0200 

1.42 
6.TS 

:.- 

.0000 

B,10» 
12.4«» 

An,,     i. 

8S.TU 

73- 

-4- 

Aof.    1,' 

003«  ' 
0032 

02B2 

6.77 

E 

.0014 

.0011 

.14 

■ 

ID. 

■S.IU 

73- 

M' 

_ 

14. 

oom; 

.0272 

11.10 

.0012 

.« 

- 

«, 

M.;u 

72- 

W 

31,    1 

0fl3g  , 

.0220 

10.3- 

2.0600 

.0008 

.11 

- 

30. 

BS.IU 

«• 

«■ 

».    . 

DOM  ' 

.02» 

8.6T 

1.0000 

.0008 

.11 

- 

e<pt.    0, 

W.T1* 

M' 

«7' 

:  8.P.3.1- 

•I070  , 

.o->« 

' 

.0004 

.IS 

- 

13. 

IS.TU 

«■ 

•7- 

- 

K. 

ooia  ' 

.mm 

6M 

2.2600 

.0000 

.17 

n. 

M.114 

M- 

«7- 

IS. 

ooh' 

.0188 

*« 

2.4200 

.0008 

.16 

no 

»:. 

»6,TI4 

«■ 

H- 

_ 

M. 

0048 

.om 

1.1600 

.0000 

.10 

i«.ai» 

En-iiiie  uppttid  ill  Un«  ■  wHk. 
Air  •iclndr'l  UDIII  Viirch  10,  whrB  111 


No.  34.] 


FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


545 


FiLTBB  Tank  No.  14—  Continued. 


Quantity 
Applied. 

04llons 

p«r  Acre 

Dally. 

Tkmpkb- 

ATORK. 

Sewage     re- 
mained OB  Sur- 

Date  of  Sample. 

Ammohu. 
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NlTBOOlM  Aa 
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SB 
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Oct.      4, 

85.714 

eo* 

9r 

- 

Oct.     8. 

.004« 

.0216 

6.62 

2.4000 

.0012 

.10 

13,060 

11. 

86.714 

69* 

bV 

- 

10, 

.0063 

.0204 

6.22 

1.6000 

.0022' 

1 

.21 

6,195 

18. 

86,714 

64* 

56' 

- 

17. 

.0630 

.0398  1 

6.76 

1.2600 

.0200 1 

.81 

81.202 

25. 

42.867 

49* 

60' 

- 

24. 

.0096 

.0266 

4.94 

2.2000 

.0004 

.19 

20,640 

Not.     1, 

86,714 

47- 

49' 

- 

81, 

.0018 

.0280 

5.92 

1.7500 

.0008 

.27 

27.240 

8. 
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45* 

60' 

- 

Nov.    7, 

.0082 

.0248. 

6.31 

2.2000 

.00061 

1 

.17 

26.660 

15. 

86,714 

45* 

48' 

- 

14. 

.0038 

1 

.X)292 

6.60 

2.2000 

1 

.0006' 

i  .24 

1 

8.280 

«2. 

85,714 

42* 

4r' 

- 

21.' 

.0056 

.0234 

1 

5.67 

! 2.0000 

.0004 

.21 

5.880 

». 

86.714  ; 

40' 

47' 

- 

28, 

.0038 

.0224 

6.47 
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.0004 

.18 

11,880 

Deo.      6, 

94,286  ' 

45" 

46' 

- 

Dec.     5. 
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6.82 

1.5100 
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.18 

6.120 

13. 
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47' 

- 

12. 
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6.00 
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.16 
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20, 
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45' 

- 

1». 

.0010 

.0214 

7.57! 

1.2900 

.0000 

!  .17 

1 

5.640 

27, 
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45* 

46' 

- 

26,; 

.0010 

.0216 

4.70 

1.8600 

.0002 

.18 

820 

IMl. 

• 

Jan.      8, 

111,429 

1 

46' 

44' 

- 

80, 

.0014 

.0142  '. 

4.19 

1.4100 

.0001! 

.14 

2,400 

10. 

120.000 

45" 

45', 

- 

Jan.     6, 

.0018 

.0162 

1 

4.52 

1.3800;. 0003 

1 

.13 

8,300 

17. 
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46' 

45'  1 

- 

13. 

.0022 

1 

.0144 

8.20 

1.4400 

.0002 

.24 

1.120 
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46- 

46' 

- 

20. 

.0016 

.0130 

3.42 

1.2600 
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448 
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- 
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43'  , 

- 

Feb.     3,; 
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4.90 
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9^ 

M. 
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43' 

- 

10.' 
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1 

6.08 
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.0004 

.21 
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44' 

- 
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.0032 

.0246 

5.60 

jl.OOOO 
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|.2S 
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- 
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.0236 

4.45 
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- 
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- 
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1.2300 

.0004 
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1 

100,000 
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- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

m 

- 

- 
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0 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

April    4, 
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45' 

- 
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.0042 

.0228 

8.92 

!  2.0200 
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12,600 

•   11. 
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44' 
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- 
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.0042 
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3.45 

I    .9200    .0002 
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0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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52' 
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** 

- 

- 

1 

^ 

- 

i 

- 

Sewage  npplied  six  timeii  u  week. 

Sarfuce  rakfd  about  1  inch  deep  each  week  from  October  15  to  February  19,  after^-ards  about  3 
ilieb«'a  deep  e.tch  week. 

ExperJmeniB  Interrupted  by  hifrh  water  iu  the  river  October  20  to  22,  January  25,  26,  February  27, 
28,  MHrch  1,  12  to  16.  2:^  to  20,  April  12  10  18,  20  and  21. 

Effluent  clear  or  very  allghtly  turbid. 
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The  amounts  of  nitrogen  stored  in  the  yarious  layers,  as  deter- 
mined after  inverting  the  upper  foot  July  29  and  at  the  later  date, 
were  as  follows,  in  pounds} :  — 


Derm  BcLow  Sgitacb.                                |  Jmtj  9. 
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The  original  sand  of  Filter  14  contained  .0114  pound  of  nitrogen, 
and  on  April  2,  1889,  seven  pounds  of  slime  were  removed  from  the 
surface.  The  exact  quantity  of  nitrogen  contained  in  this  is  unknown, 
but  from  examination  of  other  slimes  we  may  conclude  that  it  had  at 
least  .0120  pound  nitrogen, an  amount  equal  to  the  nitrogen  of  the  orig- 
inal sand.  We  can  take,  then,  the  figures  for  total  nitrogen  in  the  filter 
as  closely  representing  the  amount  stored.  The  distribution  of  the 
total  nitrogen  applied  is  as  follows  :  — 


Total  Nitbogbsi. 

1 

Applied  to  ^  In  Efllaent 
liate.            to  UAt«. 

StoftHlla 

tend 
tolHite. 

Lost. 

Percent. 

Stored 

In  Sand. 

Per  Cent. 

LOM. 

July  29,  1801, 
Not.  18, 1891, 

1.2183 

1.3819 

1 

.7028 
.8315 

.1&62 
.1779 

•    .3608 
.8725 

IS 
13 

20 
27 

During  the  period  between  the  two  sets  of  analyses  .0420  pound 
of  nitrogen  as  sludge  was  applied  with  sewage,  and  the  increase  in 
nitrogen  in  the  upper  six  inches  was  .0407.  The  six  inches  next 
below,  that  is,  the  old  surface,  showed  a  decrease  of  .0381,  but  the 
increase  in  the  lower  part  of  the  filter  suggests  that  fully  one-half  of 
this  was  caused  by  mechanical  washing  down  of  the  stored  organic 
matters  by  the  rapid  flow  of  sewage  which  took  place  after  making 
the  inversion. 
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FILTER  TAIS^K  :^o.  ISA. 


This  small  filter  five  feet  deep,  of  large  gravel  stones  about  one  • 
inch  in  diameter,  was  described  in  the  report  upon  the  Purifi- 
cation of  Sewage  and 'Water  (pages  549  and  686).  At  first 
it  was  used  for  sewage  purification,  giving  a  good  result  with 
17,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  applied  in  nine  small  portions. 
Commencing  Oct.  22,  1889,  sulphuric  acid  was  mixed  with  the 
applied  sewage,  checking  nitrification  but  still  allowing  the  removal 
of  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  organic  matters.  The  efiect  of 
acid  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  of  frost ;  the  oxidation  of 
ammonia  is  prevented,  but  the  first  part  of  the  process  of  purification 
—  the  oxidation  to  ammonia  and  carbonic  acid  —  is  not  checked  to  a 
con'esponding  extent.  The  purification  was  good  when  compared 
with  that  obtained  by  chemical  precipitation,  bu-  was  far  less  com- 
plete than  had  previously  been  obtained  without  the  acid.  By  experi- 
ments with  another  filter.  No.  17  A,  we  have  learned  how  to  treat  acid 
sewage  with  as  good  a  lesult  as  can  be  obtained  irom  normal  sewage, 
by  using  a  certain  amount  of  lime-stone  in  the  filtering  material.* 

Commencing  Oct.  27,  1890,  the  acid  was  omitted  Irom  the  dose, 
but  the  stones  of  the  filter  were  so  thc^roughly  saturated  with  acid, 
which  was  only  ^^lowly  removed,  that  a  long  time  elapsed  before 
the  full  efiect  of  the  change  was  felt.  During  November  and 
December  the  organic  matters  in  the  effluent  were  grailually 
reduced,  until  on  Jan.  6,  1891,  the  albuminoid  ammonia  was 
.0380  part  per  100,^ »00  and  the  oxygen  consumed  .20.  There 
was  no  further  substantial  change  in  this  respect  in  the  effluent. 
Purification  was  thus  completely  established  in  two  months,  after 
ceasing  to  apply  acid  and  as  soon  as  the  reaction  of  the  eftluent  was 
neutral.  It  was  ditferent  with  nitrification  ;  in  January  the  excess 
of  acid  was  removed,  but  there  was  no  excess  of  alkali  to  combine 
with  any  nitric  acid  which  might  be  produced  by  nitrification. 
Sewage  is  slightly  alkaline,  but  apparently  a  large  part  of  the  alkali 
of  the  sewage  was  required  to  neutralize  acid  which  was  still  slowly 
washing  out  of  the  stones.  The  eflluent  was  always  exactly  neutral ; 
nitrification  always  proceeded  just  as  far  as  alkali  could  be  obtained 
for  the  acid  formed,  and  no  farther.     In  no  other  way  can  we  explain 

«  Pages  448  and  668. 
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the  extremely  slow  nod  regular  decrease  in  ammonia  and  increase  in 
nitrates,  extending  over  a  period  of  nine  months,  from  January  to 
September,  1891.  The  fact  that  practically  all  the  nitrogen  of  the 
effluent  at  the  end  of  that  period  was  in  the  form  of  nitrates  Bhows 
conclusively  thiit  ordinary  sewage  carries  enough  alkali  for  its  own 
nitrificiition,  but  the  exireme  slowness  with  which  the  acid  remaining 
in  the  stones  was  overcome  indicates  that  there  is  very  little  excess. 

Commencing  Oct.  12,  1891,  an  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  filter  by  applying  smaller  quantities  of  sewage  at 
shorter  intervals.  The  difficulty  of  getting  satisfactory  automatic 
distribution  of  very  small  quantities  of  sewage  on  such  an  extremely 
coarse  material,  even  in  experimental  work,  has  proved  to  be  very 
great,  and  was  probably  the  chief  reason  fur  the  comparatively  im- 
perfect results  obtained  with  this  treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  filter  for  the  past  two 
years.  In  the  first  period  the  sewage  was  made  strongly  acid  with 
sulphuric  acid.  In  the  second,  no  ucid  was  added,  but  the  old  acid 
clinging  to  (he  stones  still  kept  the  filter  acid  and  the  results  were 
only  slightly  better  than  in  the  preceding  period.  In  the  third,  the 
excess  of  acid  was  removed  and  the  effluent  was  either  neutral,  or, 
toward  the  last,  slightly  alkaline,  and  good  purification  with  con- 
stantly increasing  nitrification  was  obtained.  The  increased  number 
of  bacteria  in  this  period  was  probably  due  to  the  removal  of  the 
sterilizing  action  of  the  acid.  In  the  last  period  of  three  months, 
with  an  increased  total  dose  applied  automatically  in  very  smriU 
single  doses,  less  satisfactory  results  were  obtained,  the  organic 
matters  us  shown  by  tlie  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed 
being  five  times  as  great  as  in  the  preceding  period. 
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The  weekly  resalts  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 
FiLTKa  Ta»k  Fo.  16  A. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  16  A  —  Continued. 


Quantity 
Applk-d. 

Uallons 
per  Acre 

iMllj. 

'  Tkm 

ATI 

i 

m 

PKR- 
RB. 

a 

e 

9 

E 

I>ftt« 
of  Sample. 

1 

Ammovia. 

Chlorint. 

NlTROOKR  AS 

'   i 

1      B 

•   s 

1      e 

■r 

1  0 

**  ^  i 

a 

Wbbk 

EVDIVQ  - 

1 

t 

Is 

< 

• 

f 

9. 

• 

19—. 

1 

1 

1 
t 

Oct.    11,       • 

17.143 

69' 

64* 

Oct.   10. 

'   S.2500 

.2000 

8.26 

.0200 

.0001 

1.12 

1 

SO 

18.        . 

17.143 

64' 

65* 

17.        . 

,   2.3500 

.2000 

7.20 

.0400 

.00021 

i  .86 

21 

26.        . 

10,000 

4»' 

50* 

24.        . 

1   2.2500 

.1600 

0.20 

.0200 

.0002! 

1 

.84 

lis 

Nov.     1, 

17.143 

47" 

49" 

28.        . 

1.9080 

1 

.1300 

6.65 

.0200 

.0004, 

1 

i  .74 

1,820 

81.        . 

1    1.8600 

.1100 

0.78 

.0100 

.00021 

1 

].« 

2.124 

8.       . 

17,143 

45* 

50* 

Nov.    4,        . 

1.8500 

.0600 

0.43 

.0000 

.0002,1  .45 

81 

7. 

1    1.5000 

.0900 

3.68 

.0000 

.0000 

|.M 

662 

16.       . 

17.148 

46* 

48' 

11.        . 

'    1.6500 

.1500 

7.60 

.0600 

.0000  1 

.86 

130 

14.        . 

1.1000 

.1000 

7.80 

.0600 

.0000 

|.40 

148 

22.        . 

17.143 

42- 

47' 

21.        . 

1.2500 

.1900 

6.47 

.0200 

.0004 

.«$ 

480 

29.        . 

17.143 

40- 

47* 

28.        . 

'    1.1500 

.0700 

1   6.04 

.0900 

.0004 

1 

1.040 

D«c.      6, 

17.143 

46* 

46' 

Dm.    5.       . 

1    1.1000 

.1200 

7.87 

1 

.0500 

.0004 

1 

i  .50 

960 

13.        . 

17.143 

46* 

47-1 

12.        . 

1.1000 

.1100 

;  6.f>8 

.0600 

.0004 

.53 

1.440 

20.        . 

17,143 

46* 

44* 

19.        . 

1.1000 

.1100 

6.50 

.0300 

.0010 

.39 

1.540 

27.        . 

15.714 

45' 

W 

26.        . 

1.2000 

.0940 

5.42 

.0800 

.0010, 

.57 

10.200 

1891. 

1 

1 

1 

Jan.      3. 

20,914 

45' 

44-: 

31.        . 

1.1000 

.0860  ! 

j 

■   5.32 

1            1 

.1000 

.0014 

!  .50 

1 

106 

10.        . 

19.714 

45- 

45- • 

Jan.     0. 

1.2000 

.0380  i 

1    6.84  1 

.0400;  .0003 

1 

.20 

1.020 

17.        . 

19.714 

46' 

45-; 

13.        . 

'    1.2000 

.0360 

1   6.24 

.0600 

.0002' 

1 

.17 

7.080 

24.        . 

18,2S7 

45* 

1 

46" 

20.        . 

1    1.1400 

.0420 

1   4.37 

.0600 

.0009 

.18 

18,000 

31.        . 

16,429  1 

44* 

1 
42-; 

'            27.        . 

'    1.1200 

.0480  1 

4.47 

i 

.1200 

1 

.0012 

.20 

32.400 

Feb.      7, 

19,714  , 

44' 

43*  • 

Feb.     8. 

1,  1.0000 

.0580 

'   4.69 
6.82 

;  .1900 

.0016 

.29 

1 

4.500 

14. 

19,714 

44« 

42-  ! 

!             10.         . 

\.  1.2400 

.0380 

.1700 

.0024 

i.20 

11.754 

21.        . 

19,714 

45* 

43- 

1             17.        . 

!    1.3000 

.0500 

5.38 

.2800 

.0036 

.21 

18.540 

28.        . 

13,143 

44* 

45-1 

24.        . 

1.0000 

.0360 

6.02 

.8900 

.0060 

.17 

10.800 

March  7. 

19,714  ' 

44' 

40''; 

1  If  arch  3. 

1  1.3000 

1 ' 

.0440 

4.15 

.6500 

1 

.0080 

.20 

21.600 

14,        . 

9,486 

44* 

44- 

I 

10.       . 

i    1.0000 

.0380  ' 

1 

4.27 

; 1.1800 

.0080 

.16 

14.400 

21.        . 

16,057 

44" 

41*  ' 

- 

1 

( 

- 

- 

1 
1 

- 

- 

28,        . 

0 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

-    1 

- 

- 

April    4. 

19,714 

45* 

45* 

31. 

l.COOO 

1 

.0520 

4.40 

1.5200 

.0064 

.11 

1 

1.040 

Sewage,  to  which  waa  added  aulphuric  acid  equivalent  to  45  partf  per  100.000.  applied  12tinieaa 
week  till  October  25;  then  aewage  alooe  applied  12  timet  a  week  till  December  81;  afterwards  64 
timet  u  week. 

Surface  raked  about  1  inch  deep  each  week,  beginning  December  26. 

Experimeote  interrupted  by  high  water  In  the  river  October  20  to  22.  January  26. 20,  Febrnmiy  S7 
to  March  2,  March  12  to  16.  23  to  29. 

Sflluint  genenilly  quite  turbid  until  February  10;  after warda,  t lightly  turbid. 
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FiLTEB  Tank  No.  15  A—  Continued. 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  16  A. 


This  small  tank  five  feet  deep,  filled  with  clean  stones,  the  mechan- 
ical analysis  of  which  was  given  on  page  429,  was  descnbed  in  the 
report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  pages  563  and 
670. 

From  November,  1889,  to  July  23,  1890,  sewage  was  applied  at 
the  rate  of  70,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  in  small  doses  every  hour 
for  nine  hours  of  the  day.  On  July  24  the  amount  was  increased 
to  108,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  which  was  continued  through 
November  with  uniformly  good  results.  The  filter  appeared  to  do 
most  of  its  work  during  the  hours  when  sewage  was  applied,  and  it 
seemed  quite  probable  that  it  was  capable  of  doing  as  much  ad- 
ditional work  during  the  night  as  it  was  then  doing  in  the  day.  To 
settle  this  point  an  automatic  feed  was  arranged  Nov.  29,  1890, 
which  delivered  sewage  equivalent  to  2,800  gallons  per  acre  at 
intervals  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  during  days,  nights  and 
Sundays.  The  reservoir  of  sewage  was  replenished  every  morning 
and  no  other  attention  vias  required.  Owing  to  imperfections  in 
the  apparatus  employed  the  delivery  was  not  absolutely  regular, 
but  afterwards  improvements  were  made  in  the  regulator,  which 
insured  good  work.  The  quantity  of  sewage  applied  varied  from 
183,600  gallons  per  acre  daily  in  Febniary  to  221,200  gallons  in 
May.  The  results,  although  not  so  good  as  had  been  obtained 
during  the  previous  year,  with  half  the  quantity  applied  in  less  than 
half  the  time,  were  still  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  last  week  in  July,  however,  nitrification  and  purification 
suddenly  stopped.  An  excellent  eflluent  was  obtained  July  24  ;  on 
July  28  and  31  nitrification  was  checked,  and  August  1  it  was  en- 
tirely stopped.  There  was  nothing  visible  to  indicate  the  cause ; 
the  upper  layers  were  not  perceptibly  dirtier  than  before.  The  sur- 
face was  disturbed  six  inches  deep  on  August  6,  and  left  in  ridges 
and  furrows;  and  on  August  19  it  was  again  levelled.  The  sewage 
disappeared  promptly,  but  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  effluent. 
From  August  29  to  September  8  no  sewage  was  applied,  but  the 
rest  was  not  beneficial.     On  September  14  the  rate  was  reduced  to 


556  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub,  Doc. 

80,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  by  increasing  the  intervals  between 
the  single  doses,  but  without  improvement. 

An  aspirator  was  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  filter  Septem- 
ber 26  to  28,  drawing  a  slow  current  of  air  through  the  filter 
from  the  top.  This  was  removed  after  forty  hours'  operation, 
and  sewage  was  again  applied.  The  first  sample  following  this 
had  2.75  parts  per  100,000  of  nitrates,  and  only  one-third  as 
much  albuminoid  ammonia  •  as  the  previous  samples ;  afterward 
the  efiiuent  rapidly  returned  to  its  previous  condition.  This  ex- 
periment with  the  aspirator  made  it  clear  that  the  trouble  with 
the  filter  was  lack  of  fresh  air.  When  the  air  was  artificially 
changed  there  was  at  once  an  enormous  improvement,  followed  by 
an  immediate  return  to  the  old  condition  as  soon  as  the  new  air  was 
exhausted.  It  appeared  that  the  method  of  applying  sewage  in 
small  doses  at  short  intervals  did  not  cause  suflicient  movement  in 
the  air  of  the  filter.  When  the  stones  were  clean  the  air  passed 
through  them  more  freely,  and  sufficient  ventilation  was  obtained. 
After  two  years'  constant  use  the  stones  were  slime-covered  and  the 
friction  of  the  air  was  much  greater,  so  that  enough  new  air  was  no 
longer   introduced. 

On  October  12  the  size  of  the  single  doses  was  increased  to  20,000 
gallons  per  acre,  but  the  filter  received  only  eighteen  doses  per 
week,  equivalent  to  51,400  gallons  per«acre  daily.  It  was  hoped 
that  this  amount  applied  at  one  time  would  create  a  disturbance  and 
change  the  air,  and  apparently  it  did  so  to  a  certain  extent,  for  the 
nitrates  increased  somewhat,  but  incomparably  less  than  they  had 
done  with  the  aspirator.  To  see  if  a  still  larger  dose  would  be 
more  effective,  40,000  gallons  per  acre  were  applied  eighteen  times 
a  week,  commencing  November  1,  and  80,000  gallons  per  acre  six 
times  a  week,  commencing  November  13.  This  latter  dose  covered 
the  surface  and  forced  much  old  air  out  at  the  bottom.  It  was  fol- 
lowed by  largely  increased  nitrification,  but  the  downward  rush  of  so 
much  sewage  applied  at  one  time  rendered  the  elBuent  turbid,  and  the 
organic  matter  and  bacteria  remained  very  high,  particularly  in  the 
first  portion  of  the  efiiuent  after  flooding. 

On  April  18,  1892,  the  dose  was  changed  back  to  20,000  gallons 
per  acre  of  sewage  applied  twenty -four  times  a  week,  to  see  if,  after 
five  months  of  active  nitrification,  the  filter  had  regained  its  powers; 
but  low  nitrates  at  once  followed  the  change,  showing  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  filter  had  not  improved. 
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FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


On  June  10,  1892,  samples  of  the  material  from  different  depths 
were  examined  for  organic  matter  with  the  following  results :  — 
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The  work  of  this  filter  during  the  past  two  yeara  is  shown  by  the 
following  t^ble.  la  the  6rst  period  of  twelve  months  sewage  was 
applied  in  nine  hoarly  applications  daring  the  day-time  at  the  rate 
first  of  70,000  and  then  108,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  averaging 
for  the  year  V2,H00  gallons.  In  the  second  period  of  nine  months 
sewage  was  applied  in  larger  quantity,  averaging  197,800  gallons 
per  acre  daily,  the  increased  amount  being  applied  in  the  night,  the 
day  applications  remaining  substantially  as  during  the  preceding 
period.  The  results  up  to  this  time  were  most  satisfactory.  In  the 
last  period  of  tive  months  the  effect  of  exclusion  of  air  by  the 
accumulation  of  organic  matter  is  seen ;  the  organic  matters  in 
the  effluent  are  several  times  as  high  as  during  the  earlier 
periods,  the  albuminoid  ammonia  being  24  per  cent,  of  that  of  the 
sewage. 
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The  weekly  analyses  arc  giveo  in  full  in  the  following  table :  — 
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Summari/  of  Thirty-four  Microeeopical  ExaminaiiDns  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Tank 
No.  16  A. 

[Nnmbcr  ef  oiiulWDi  per  100  cubic  ceoilmclen.] 
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FILTER  TANK  No.   17  A. 


This  small  tank  of  No.  9  sand,  having  the  mechanical  analysis 
given  on  page  429,  and  midway  in  size  between  No.  1  and  No.  2 
sands,  and  containing  layers  of  marble  dust,  was  described  in  the 
report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  page  687. 

Commencing  Jan.  28,  1890,  sewage  was  applied  at  the  rate  of 
25,700  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  February  19  the  dose  was 
increased  to  51,400  gallons.  The  history  of  this  filter  was  the  same 
as  that  of  other  tanks  started  during  cold  weather ;  at  first  there  was 
oxidation  to  ammonia  and  carbonic  acid,  with  storage  of  a  part  of  the 
organic  matter,  followed  in  April  by  nitrification,  which  became 
practically  complete  in  May. 

Commencing  Oct.  27,  1890,  sulphuric  acid  wns  added  to  the 
applied  sewage,  equivalent  to  49  parts  actual  acid  in  100,000.  This 
temporarily  checked  nitrification,  but  the  effluent  quickly  returned 
to  its  former  condition  and  has  continued  to  be  in  every  way  satis- 
factorily purified  throughout  the  year  up  to  Jan.  1,  1892. 

We  have  thus  obtained  complete  nitrification  and  purification  with 
acid  sewage  by  using  a  filter  containing  layers  of  marble,  which 
neutralize  the  acid,  and  allow  the  processes  of  purification  to  take 
place  as  freely  as  with  an  ordinary  sewage  filtered  through  sand 
alone.  The  practical  importance  of  this  experiment  is  very  great. 
If  it  should  ever  be  found  that  a  filter  was  giving  imperfect  results 
owing  to  the  continued  application  of  acid  sewage,  the  addition  of  a 
little  marble  or  limestone  to  the  upper  layer  of  the  filter  could  be 
depended  upon  to  neutralize  the  acid  and  insure  as  good  results  as 
could  otherwise  be  obtained  with  normal  sewage. 

A  striking  point  in  connection  with  this  filter  is  the  low  number 
of  bacteria.  For  the  year  1891  the  average  numl>er  in  the  effluent  was 
only  four,  and  in  a  majority  of  all  the  determinations  made  none 
were  found.  It  seems  most  probable  that  most  if  not  all  of  the  few 
l)acteria  found  were  due  to  accidental  contamination,  and  that  the 
effluent  would  otherwise  have  been  unifonnly  sterile.  This  cannot 
be  due  t  >  the  mechanical  eflect  of  the  marble  dust,  for  during  the 
first  nine  months,  when  this  filter  and  No.  19,  its  exact  counterpait 
with  the  exception  of  the  marble,  were  receiving  the  same  treatment 
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with  ordinary  sewage,  the  resalts  obtained  were  almost  identical  in 
the  two  cases,  and  the  number  of  bacteria  in  No.  17  A  was  much 
higher  than  when  acid  was  applied. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  low  numbers  since  the  application  of 
acid  are  due  to  the  sterilizing  e9*ect  of  the  acid  at  the  top  of  the 
filter  before  it  becomes  neutralized  by  the  marble.  The  acid  kills  ii 
very  large  proportion  of  the  sewage  bacteria,  and  the  filter  appears 
to  be  able  to  retain  all  of  those  which  resist  the  acid. 

The  work  of  this  filter  for  two  years  can  be  divided  into  three 
periods:  before  complete  nitrification,  during  nitrification  with  nor- 
mal sewage,  and  last  with  strongly  acid  sewage.  The  average  results 
for  these  periods  are  as  follows :  — 


Aoerage  RauUs  of  Analyfes  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  of  Filler  Tixnk  No.  17  A. 
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The  full  weekly  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 
FiLTKR  Tank  No.  17  A. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  17  A  —  OofUittued. 


Quantity 
AppUed. 

Gallon* 

per  Acre 

Dally. 

TKMPKt- 
ATCEB. 

00 

i 

a 
8 

• 

Ammokia. 

• 

1 

MlTBOOKM  Aa 

Oxygen 

Contained. 

WXKK 

Emdivg  — 

1 

• 

1 

i 

1 

• 

«o8 

1M«. 

1 

1 

1 

, 

i 
1 

Feb.     1<>, 

26,714 

44* 

44* 

- 

Feb.  11. 

.0108 

.0184 

5.82 

.0200 

.0002 

- 

- 

] 

14. 

.0140 

.0120 

6.17 

1 

.0900 

.0000 

- 

- 

22. 

42,857  , 

45* 

39* 

1           - 

19. 

.0184 

.0118 

3.94 

.0200 

.0000 

- 

- 

1 

1 

21. 

.0098 

.0142  ; 

5.42 

.0900 

.0000 

- 

- 

March  1, 

61,429  i 

45- 

44* 

- 

25. 

.0088 

.0184 

4.04 

.0100 

.0002 

- 

- 

1 

• 

28. 

.0318 

.0244 

4.87 

.0100 

.0002 

- 

- 

8, 

51,429 

48- 

40* 

- 

March  4, 

.1225 

.0175 

4.35 

.0100 

.0002 

.18 

- 

' 

7. 

.3080 

.0310 

1 

4.12 

.0100 

.0002 

.18 

- 

16. 

51.429  1 

:    45* 

1 

44* 

- 

11. 

.8300 

.0300 

8.05 

.0100 

.0004 

.18 

380 

1 

• 

14, 

1.0000 

.0800 

5.00 

.0100 

.0008 

.18 

1 

- 

22, 

61,429 

45- 

43* 

- 

18, 

1.1000 

.0500 

2.98 

.0200 

.0010 

.15 

- 

1 

1 

1 
1 

21. 

1.0000 

.0400 

8.00 

.0000 

.0008 

- 

- 

29, 

51.429 

45* 

4r 

- 

25. 

1.1000 

.0400 

4.10 

.0800 

.0012 

.13 

- 

April    6, 

61.429  , 

45- 

4r 

- 

April   1, 

1.2000 

.0500 

4.87 

.0500 

.0070 

.13 

29 

12. 

51,429 

45* 

48* 

- 

8. 

1.1000 

.0300 

4.70 

.1400 

.0180 

.12 

42 

w. 

51,429 

45* 

60* 

- 

16. 

1.0500 

.0700 

5.82 

.8800 

.0220 

i  •« 

218 

««, 

51,429 

4«* 

50* 

- 

22. 

.8500 

.0500 

4.82 

1.800O 

.0300 

.14 

92 

May      8, 

51,429 

48* 

52* 

- 

29. 

.0440 

.0180 

8.88 

2.5000 

.0150 

.11 

- 

10, 

51,429 

52* 

58* 

- 

May     8, 

.0098 

.0158 

5.0S 

2.5000 

.0024 

.13 

55 

17, 

51,429 

56* 

80* 

- 

13, 

.0052 

.0188 

1 

4.27 

2.2500 

.0014 

.10 

1 

24. 

51,429 

58' 

59* 

- 

20, 

.0040 

.0148  1 

4.55 

2.5000 

.0022 

.10 

40 

31. 

51,429 

57* 

58* 

- 

27, 

.0030 

.0140 

5.14 

2.5000 

.0022 

.10 

- 

Juno     7, 

51,429 

«!• 

59* 

- 

June    3, 

.0032 

.0138 

4.87 

1.8000 

.0014 

.08 

15 

14, 

51,429 

82* 

81* 

- 

10, 

.0034 

.0138 

5.42 

2.1000 

.0016 

.13 

12 

21. 

51,429  ; 

68* 

84* 

- 

17, 

.0044 

.0154 

1 

4.99 

2.0000 

.0018 

.09 

2 

28. 

51.429 

71* 

1 

87* 

24. 

.0038 

.0152 

8.12 

2.5000 

.0020 

.09 

47 

July      6, 

51.429 

72* 

70* 

July     1. 

.0024 

.0158 

5.50 

1.9000 

.0022 

.10 

10 

12. 

51.429 

72* 

70* 

- 

8. 

.0034 

.0108 

8.88 

2.2500 

.0008 

.07 

4 

1», 

51.429 

73* 

70* 

- 

15. 

.0022 

.0112  1 

6.53 

2.5000 

.0010 

.09 

3 

26. 

51,429 

70' 

88* 

, 

22. 

.0018 

.0134 

8.05 

2.5000 

.0010 

.09 

0 

Aug.     2, 

51.429 

78' 

73* 

~ 

29. 

.0024 

.0104 

1 

5.30 

2.1500 

.0006 

.09 

12 

9, 
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78* 

78* 

- 

Aug.    5. 
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.0128  ' 

5.53 

1.7600 

.0008 

.11 

1              1 

1 

1«. 

51.429 

'   73* 

1 

88* 

1 

1 

1 

12. 

.0020 

.0138 

8.20 

2.5000 

.0008 

.09 

8 

Sewage  applied  6  times  a  week. 

June  7,  surface  raked  about  2  inches  deep. 

Effluent  clear  and  colorless. 
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- 
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- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

May      2. 
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60* 

60* 

- 

28. 

.1308 

.0224 

6.18 

3.3000 
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.22 

16 

». 
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60* 

- 

May     6. 
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.0132 

4.70 

2.8600 
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.16 

10 

16. 

61,429 

66* 

64* 

- 

12. 

.0028 

.0140 

6.60 

2.2000 

.0010 

.13 

2 

23. 
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- 
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.0130 

4.42 

1 2.6800 

.0006 

.17 
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4.43 
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61,429 

03* 

eo* 

- 
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.0014 

.0142 

4.27 

8.4300 

.0000 

.18 

6 
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61,429 

64* 

66* 

- 

9, 

.0014 

.0160 

4.78 

;4.620O 

.0000 

.18 

0 

20, 

61.429 

70* 

66* 

- 

16. 

.0012 

.0146 

12.24 

4.6200 

.0012 

.19 

1 

24 

27. 

61.429 

67* 

65* 

- 

23. 

.0002 

.0164 

9.60 

3.6600 

.0000 

.16 

0 

Jaly      4, 

61.429 

64* 

66* 

- 

30. 

.0006 

.0136 

7.26 

2.9900 

.0000 

.21 

0 

11. 

61,429 

67* 

66* 

- 
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.0006 

.0144 

6.68 

3.3000 

.0002 

.18 

- 

18. 
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71* 

- 

14, 

.0012 

.0146 

7.80 

2.9200 
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.19 

10 

26, 
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- 

21, 

.0002 

.0140 

7.22 
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.18 

0 

Aug.     1, 
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- 
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0 
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12 

19. 

61.429 

67* 

66* 

- 

16, 

.0008 

1 

.0124 

7.16 

1.8900 

.0000 

.12 

2 

26, 

51,429 

69* 

60* 

- 

22. 

.0008 

.0114 

6.48 

.'{.0800 

.00(H) 
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.0010 

1 

.0162 

14.37 

3.4300 

1 
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.1« 

3 

Sewage,  to  which  49  parte  per  100.000  of  sulphuric  acid  was  added,  applied  6  times  a  week. 
Surface  raked  about  3  inches  deep  each  week,  commencing  February  20. 

Experiments  interrupted  by  high  water  in  the  river  February  27  to  March  1,  March  12-16.  23  29, 
April  13-18,  20>22. 

Effluent  clear  and  colorleaa. 
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FILTKATION  OP  SEWAGE. 


FILTER  TANK  No.  19. 


This  small  tank  is  exactly  like  No.  17  A  except  the  layers  of 
marble  dust,  which  were  omitted.  During  the  first  nine  months, 
from  February  to  October,  1890,  the  treatment  of  and  results  from 
the  two  tanks  were  in  every  way  similar.  Afterwards  No.  17  A 
was  used  for  acid  sewage,  while  the  quantity  of  sewage  on  No.  19 
was  increased  October  27,  1890,  from  51,400  to  103,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  This  waa  followed  by  a  temporary  increase  in  the  am- 
monias, but  the  filter  rapidly  recovered  and  continued  doing  excel- 
lent work  with  this  very  large  quantity  up  to  November  1,  1891. 
The  free  ammonia  and  uitrites  were  then  slowly  increasing,  probably 
indicating  a  deficiency  of  air,  and  the  dose  was  reduced  to  51,400 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  the  amount  No.  17  A  had  uniformly  received. 
Following  this  reduction  in  quantity  the  ammonias  slowly  decreased 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  work  of  this  filter  may  be 
divided  into  three  periods,  corresponding  to  those  for  No.  17  A, 
daring  which  the  avemge  results  were  as  follows :  — 


Average  BemlU  of  Atutlgae*  oj  Sewage 

and 

EffluefU  of  Filter  Tank  No.  19. 
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The  weekly  resalts  are  given  in  full  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Filter  Tank  No.  19. 
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Sewage  applied  6  timee  a  week,  beginninf  January  28. 
Effluent  dear  and  eolorleea. 
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Summary  of  Eighteen  Microscopical  Examinations  of  Effluent  of  Filler 
Tank  No.  IS- 
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FILTER  TANK  No.  25. 


This  tank,  20  inches  in  diameter  and  12  feet  high,  in  which  was 
buried,  Dec.  18,  1889,  the  carcass  of  a  dog,  above  five  feet  of  sand 
and  loam  and  beneath  six  feet  of  sand,  loam  and  soil,  was  described 
in  the  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  (page 
689).     The  more  recent  results  are  shown  by  the  following  table  :  — 

Filter  Tank  No.  26. 
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Three  gallons  city  water  applied  each  week. 
Trap  atUcbed  to  outlet  Dec.  20,  1800. 


The  effluent  has  been  uniformly  discolored  by  iron,  and  has  had  a 
strong  and  offensive  odor,  which  has,  however,  decreased  somewhat 
with  the  steady  reduction  in  organic  matter.  The  small  number  of 
bacteria  in  the  effluent  since  the  outlet  was  trapped  is  remarkable. 
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FILTER  TANKS  Nos.  26  to  31. 


These  small  tanks  with  30  inches  of  filtering  material  were 
described  in  the  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water, 
page  690.  They  are  1.41  feet  in  diameter  and  2.95  feet  high. 
Nos.  26  and  29  were  filled  with  gravel  stones,  Nos.  27  and  30  with 
No.  1  sand,  and  Nos.  28  and  31  with  No.  9  sand.  Nos.  26,  27  and 
28  were  started  April  1,  1890,  and  Nos.  29,  30  and  31  two  .months 
later,  the  object  being  to  determine  the  influence  of  season  upon  the 
commencement  of  nitrification.  The  general  result  obtained,  as 
given  in  the  preceding  report,  was  that  with  the  filters  started  in 
June  nitrification  was  obtained  in  from  one-third  to  one-half  the 
time  required  for  those  started  in  April. 

Up  to  July  24,  Nos.  26  and  29  (gravel  stones)  received  sewage  at 
the  rate  of  12,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  applied  in  four  equal  por- 
tions ;  after  that  date  27,500  gallons  were  applied  in  nine  portions, 
and  this  rate  has  been  continued  on  No.  29,  but  with  No.  26  the 
quantity  was  reduced  to  19,400  gallons  on  Aug.  7,  1891,  after  a 
year's  work.  The  quantity  applied  to  the  other  four  filters  of  sand 
has  been  uniformly  48,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Up  to  July  24, 
1890,  the  whole  quantity  was  applied  at  once,  but  after  that  date 
it  was  divided  into  four  equal  portions  applied  at  intervals  during 
the  day. 

Up  to  April  10,  1891,  the  two  sets  of  filters,  Nos.  26,  27  and  28, 
and  Nos.  29,  30  and  31,  received  in  every  way  the  same  treatment, 
with  the  exception  that  the  first  three  were  started  eight  weeks 
earlier  than  the  others.  After  this  date  concentrated  sewage  was 
applied  to  the  first  three  and  an  equal  amount  of  ordinary  sewage 
to  the  others.  The  concentrated  sewage  is  prepared  as  follows  :  A 
barrel  is  filled  with  normal  sewage  and  is  allowed  to  stand  four 
hours.  Four-fifths  of  the  supernatant  liquid  is  then  drawn  ofi*,  and 
the  remaining  fifth  is  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  sludge  which  has 
settled  to  the  bottom  during  the  four  hours'  rest.  The  soluble  con- 
stituents of  the  sewage  are  not  changed  in  any  way ;  the  insoluble 
matters  are  increased  to  about  four  and  one-half  times  those  of  the 
original  sewage. 
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For  a  time  the  filters  to  which  the  concentnted  sewage  was 
applied  gave  very  nearly  or  qaite  a.*?  grxid  effluents  as  the  others ; 
later  the  nitrate^i  in  the  effluents  were  lower  with  the  concentrated 
aewage  although  the  total  nitrogen  applied  wa^  nioch  greater.  The 
•and  examination.^,  Nov.  16,  1891,  showed  the  reason  for  this. 
Tfiere  ha/1  heen  a  $rrcater  accumulation  of  or^nic  matters  in  the 
apf>er  layerH  of  the  tiltem  receiving  concentrated  sewage ;  this  had 
increafteil  the  water  cafmcity  until  air  was  almost  excluded,  and  the 
oitrateM  bad  l>een  lower  simply  because  there  was  not  air  enough 
in  the  filter  to  oxidize  more  nitrogen.  On  Nov.  lf>,  1891,  the 
upfier  six  inches  of  Filter  27  contained,  after  draining  twenty-four 
hours,  29  fier  cent,  of  water  by  volume ;  Filter  30  held  only  13 
per  cent.  The  air  spaces  were  11  and  27  per  cent,  respectively. 
With  Filters  28  and  31  the  air  spaces  in  the  upper  six  inches  were 
2  and  23  f)er  cent.  These  water  and  air  volumes  are  well  shown 
by  the  diagram,  fmge  439.  Enough  air  had  evidently  passed,  even 
with  the  smaller  air  spaces,  to  oxidize  most  of  the  organic  matters, 
for  good  i)urification  had  l>een  maintained  ;  but  there  was  not  enough 
U}  allow  as  complete  nitrification  as  was  obtained  where  the  air  spaces 
were  greater. 

This  increased  storage  of  nitrogen  with  concentrated  sewage  has 
been  discussed  under  the  heading  ^^  Permanency  of  Filters,"  page 
451.  On  Nov.  1,  1891,  the  method  of  applying  sewage  to  Nos. 
27,  28,  30  and  31  was  changed,  the  whole  daily  quantity  being 
applied  at  once  instead  of  in  four  portions;  and  on  November  20 
the  upper  twelve  inches  of  sand  in  Nos.  27  and  28  were  inverted,  in 
the  sanio  way  that  No.  14  had  previously  been  treated. 

The  work  of  these  filters  can  be  divided  into  periods  as  follows  : 
up  to  July  31 ,  1890,  which  includes  the  commencement  of  nitrification 
and  trontmeiit  with  comparatively  large  single  doses  of  sewage ; 
August,  1890,  to  March,  1891,  when  the  two  sets  of  filters  were  treated 
oxa(;tly  alike,  all  receiving  small  doses  at  frequent  intervals ;  April 
to  ()ctol)er,  1891,  when  Nos.  2fi,  27  and  28  received  concentrated  and 
the  otIuu'H  normal  sewage,  the  (]uantities  for  the  two  sets  being  the 
8ain<s  ex(!opt  that  it  was  necessary  to  reduce  slightly  the  dose  on 
No.  2i\  (stones)  to  prevent  the  passage  of  excessive  quantities  of 
HUs|M^n(le(l  mutter;  and  November  and  December,  1891,  when  Nos. 
27  and  28  became  clogged  and  required  to  have  their  surfaces 
changed. 
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Fourth  Period. 
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Band  Examinalions,— FiUer  Tanks  27,  28,  30  and  31. 
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0-6 
6-12 
12-24 


I 


I 


I 


18, 

I 
18. 

I 
18.  i 


0-6      \ 

6-12    I 
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Total  Nitrogen,  in  Poumls, 


I     No.  27.    I    No.  28.        No.  30.        No.  31. 


Prcaent  In  tlic  nand  Nov.  16, 1801, 
Originally  pri'nont  In  the  tand,  . 


.0871 
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Total  amount  ittored. .0853 


.0704 

.0812 

.0803 
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.0763 

.0204 

.0272 
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The  weekly  resalts  are  given  in  full  in  the  following  tables  :  — 

Filter  Tank  No.  26. 


Qiianttty 
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per  Acre 
Daily,    j 

1 

Tkmpbb-  1 

ATUBB.      : 

t'  1 

1,  § 

Date  of 
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i 
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Cable   Centi- 
meter. 

Wbix 
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11,     .; 

1 

.0042 
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1 

7.60 

1 
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.0008 
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Sewat^e  applied  6  times  a  week  from  April  1  to  April  10,  then  24  times  a  week  till  July  24,  and 
afterwards  54  timeH  a  week. 

Effluent  generally  slightly  tnrbld. 
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April  30, 

May     7. 

14, 

21, 

28, 

June    4, 

11, 
18. 
25, 

July     2, 

9, 

18. 

23, 

30, 

Aug.  6, 
13. 
20, 
27, 

Sept.  3, 
10, 
17, 
24, 

Oct.      1, 


8, 
15. 
22. 
29, 
Nov.  5, 
12, 
19, 
25, 

47*  j  Dec.     3, 
49-  ,  10, 


46" 
49- 


17. 
31, 


Ammovia. 


t 


S 

o 
•  s 

II 


.0505 


.0535 


.0800  ,  .0840 

.0432  '  .0880 

.0400  I  .1400 

.0620  '  .1500 


.0700 


.1700 


.0940  .1760 
.0860  i  .3340 
.0900   .3540 


.0440 


.1580 


.0380  .1880 
.0760  !  .4740 
.0580   .8240 


.0660 
.0880 


.6000 
.4200 


.1800  I  .5100 

.1000  .4600 

.0800  .3400 

.0600  '  .3500 

.0500  '  .2300 


.1200 


.2700 


.0900  .2000 

.1400  I  .8500 

.1200  .  .4000 

.1400  I  .5100 

.2700  .4400 

.2200  ,  .3900 

.1700  I  .4800 

.2300  I  .6400 

.23(K)  .5500 

.1400  I  .6300 


.0700 


.2700 


.0880  .3100 

I 

.0360  I  .2260 

.0460  .2660 


7.24 

5.47 

8.15 

5.48 

10.28 

12.00 

15.82 

13.42 

11.24 

10.08 

12.84 

6.90 

16.60 

16.80 

7.46 

7.68 

7.25 

11.87 

8.80 

8.48 

7.48 

9.28 

11.18 

9.44 

8.50 

6.83 

10.38 

10.40 

8.43 

6.80 


NlTSOOKM  AS 


2.1500 
2.0400 
2.1600 
1.8100 
2.6200 
3.6300 
4.1500 
3.7500 
3.4300 
4.2200 
3.3400 
4.6200 
4.2300 
2.6300 
3.5700 
4.3500 
2.8800 
4.0000 
4.5000 
3.9200 
4.1400 
5.1300 
4.6300 
4.0000 
3.8300 
3.6900 
2.5600 
3.2500 
2.2200 
2.4000 


6.02  2.2700 
8.27  2.1000 
7.161  2.4500 
8.52  2.8200 
7.52  2.7400 


■c 


.0012 
.0036 
.0040 
.0800 
.1000 
.0500 
.0400 
.0500 
.1500 
.0130 
.1500 
.1600 
.1200 
.4000 
.2400 
.1600 
.8600 
.0500 
.0600 
.2200 
.1600 
.0800 
.1000 
.0700 
.1600 
.1800 
.1200 
.0400 
.2400 
.1800 
.1200 
.1800 
.0300 


a 


M 

o 


.28 
.45 
.47 

.84 
.70 
.83 
1.18 
2.00 
1.90 
.76 
.94 
2.04 
1.90 
3.70 
1.80 
4.20 
2.20 
1.50 
1.50 
1.70 
1.40 
1.20 
1.70 
1.54 
2.20 
2.20 
1.80 
1.90 
3.10 
2.00 
2.50 
.90 
1.20 


.02401  1.06 


.1500 


1.44 


OQ 


82,040 

8,480 

88,000 

19,620 

12,060 

166,600 

88,480 

12,060 

1,890 

58 

1,740 

8,000 

2,180 

13,140 

23,580 

2,450 

7,220 

4,440 

4,128 

21.240 

5,980 

782 

580 

6,390 

3,620 

314,000 

8,400 

21,980 

59,000 

90,000 

135,000 

7,300 

29,700 

145,000 

44,900 


Concentrated  sewage  applied  54  tiraen  a  week. 
Surface  raked  about  1  Inch  deep  each  week. 
Effluent  generally  turbid  and  with  ranch  sediment. 
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Summary  of  FifUen  Mierotcopieal  Examinaliona  of  Ejglaenl  of  Filter  Tank  No.  2(f. 
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» 

3.tJt 

B.MO 

ANIMALB. 

ST 

100 

1.M0 

Inftiaorl*. 

I 

n 

«3 

I.STt 

Torttoll., 

3.W0 
12t 

Vwmaa. 

^r"-:    ::::::::: 

40 

MO 
«0 

l.WO 

Filter  Tank  No.  27. 


4T.K»  I     SI-  j   M-    ,  *■      ■   , 

'         j;        ».  --l 

4T,ft»   I  W  I  «■  J'^  IS.      .  i' 


..>r.,0 

«« 

1 

^i 

1 

i 

1 

pi 

S.IT 

.oioo'.Dom 

.« 

]2.m 

M 

.0300 

.01(0 

.» 

3S.B04 

M 

.Olftl 

.0030 

.» 

271^70 

OS 

.0200 

.«lM 

.11 

S«,3Ifl 

32 

.0200 

.owo 

.4t 

11.11W 

3 

eo 

O3O0 

.wao 
.oow 

.3! 

6,300 
53,180 

u 

.OMO 

.OMO 

.35 

es.Bso 

10 

.0000 

■  OI'JO 

.31 

BT.1M 

90 

.3M0 

.thSW 

.31 

m*n 

10 

1,0000 

.0»0 

.J4 

vafm 

BT 

1.0000 

.0000 
.02M 

.3* 

a,ii4 

103^ 

Hcwiga  applied  ( llnwa  •  wMk . 
XnlBtnt  ■•■•nllr  (lll^tlj  loTbld. 
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FILTRATION  OP  SEWAGE. 

FiLTEB  TaKK  No.  27  — Continued. 


i»«iii. 

'."SV- 

AMMO«^. 

1 

N.T«»«» 

5 

ii 

EIDUO  — 

1 

i 

i 

ii 

1           - 

p 

X,j      M,       . 

«,■» 

«• 

tt* 

lUy 

W,     . 

a.    . 

.Dlifl 
.(BB5 

.omfi 

- 

2.«oao 

ottt 

.18 

!l.OBO 
1B.84S 

31,        . 

ii.in 

St 

Bi- 

u,   . 

.pilB 

.0431 

4.73 

1.0000 

Odte 

.11 

ra.T8o 

Juna      J.       . 

4LKB 

*!■ 

er 

JDD> 

i,     ■ 

.0106 

.04M 

5.34 

3.»oa 

OOBO 

-IS 

14.       - 

4I.BN 

•«■ 

M* 

iJ.    . 

.oaso 

.0020 

6.02 

i.woo 

0140 

.23 

ia,lM 

21.       . 

4T,«3» 

W 

M.     . 

.D3«B 

.0730 

9.Sil 

I.IMO 

-OSOO 

.34 

1DI,>U 

28,       . 

473» 

71- 

71- 

ZB.      . 

.mo 

.0770 

t.SI 

l.MOO 

.0100 

.83 

B,100 

July      i.      . 

12,        . 

4I,SJS 

4T,n> 

TJ* 

TO* 

'"' 

3.     ■ 
10.     . 

.040 

.1340 

fl.22 

1.3700 

.•MM 
.WTO 

I.IA 
-5» 

7S,M0 

IB,        . 

4T,ug 

ra- 

■74* 

14.     . 

.4400 
-MM 

.1080 

5.50 

'l.SSOO 

.3300 
.1«0 

67 

111.810 
14,840 

20.        . 

4T,Bn 

il' 

70- 

n.    . 

.B400 

.awo 

1.12 

l.SWO 

.0030 

.M 

42,0*0 

34.    . 

.0088 

.out 

5.4B 

2.8W0 

.Mat 

.14 

410 

An,,      i.       . 

4T.8M 

Ta- 

7B" 

51,     . 

.0004 

.0218 

B.78 

2.6O0O 

.0001 

.18 

M8 

B.         . 

47,M9 

W 

7fl' 

Aug 

7.    . 

.0002 

.019B 

7.T2 

2.2500 

-OOM 

.IS 

MS 

la,      . 

47,B» 

Ti- 

Tl- 

14.      . 

.0030 

.DIM 

10.32 

I. MOO 

.0001 

.13 

8,261 

B.      - 

4I,8» 

ls' 

71* 

31.     ■ 

.0030 

.DIM 

B.77 

i.guo 

.0002 

,11 

2,010 

30,       . 

47,8« 

«• 

W 

w. 

.oosi 

.0222 

7.n 

l.SUO 

.DDOO 

.  -" 

aipt.    B,     . 

4T.ia 

w 

«• 

l9.pL 

«.     ■ 

.oa»s 

.Ollfl 

10.14 

1.8000 

-oooj 

1  .18 

5B8 

M,      . 

4T,»M 

ef 

tf 

11,     - 

.0028 

.OlM 

B.38 

3.1U0 

.0004 

.13 

BM 

30,       ■ 

fTJM 

SB* 

m- 

IS.     . 

.0030 

.oaia 

T-34 

l.BSOO 

.0000 

1  ""* 

81 

ST,       . 

47.8M 

Bl* 

«a* 

2S, 

1     .0030 

.0170 

1.T500 

.0000 

.14 

3,000 

Oat.       4,       . 

47.IM 

M' 

67- 

0«t, 

3, 
0. 

.0008 

!oiH 

8.37 

l.BOOO 

,0002 
.0000 

1   .10 

422 

IB.       . 

4T,S» 

M' 

IB- 

it. 

.0130 

.0150 

fl.02 

1.4000 

.0004 

.IB 

S.JO0 

Si,       . 

M,»i7 

W 

W 

a. 

.0315 

CAB 

.OMO 

.00(H 

:  -21 

10,883 

Not.      1,       . 
8.       . 

47,  BM 
47.828 

4B' 

Kov 

30, 

0. 

.=S20 
.0«, 

.0220 

9.0$ 

1.1000 

.M,M 

18 

13,080 

K.       . 

4T.83D 

45* 

47. 

13, 

.0088 

.0130 

I.3S 

1.1400 

.0002 

.IB 

1,020 

K,       . 

47.8M 

■4r 

20. 

.0034 

.oin 

5.32 

1.3200 

.0004 

.15 

1.S20 

20,       . 

47.i». 

40- 

4V 

27. 

.0312 

.0320 

B.3S 

1.2000 

.0030 

.21 

)B0 

Dms.      a,      . 

47.g» 

45- 

44- 

Deo 

4. 

1     .0^43 

.0212 

7.73 

1.8700 

.0000 

-IB 

1,470 

e*waga  Bppllsl  8  ttmn  ■  w 

Bnrbce  nkti  abODt  1  Incb  dwp  tKb 

EIOuMit  (cnanllr  lutUd  until  Jalf  21 ; 


ilf  11;  anarvunii  2 
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Filter  Tank  No.  27  —  CoiUiruted. 


rBBX 

QnantltT 
Applied. 

Oallona 

per  Acre 

Dailj. 

TsMrBB-  ; 

ATUBK. 

Date  of 
Sample. 

Ammoxia. 

1 

6 

a 

1 

g 

NlTBOOBN  AB 

Oxygen 

Conaomed. 

Bacteria    per 
Cubic    CenU- 
meler. 

Em 

Sewage. 
,  Efflaent. 

• 

i 

II 

•< 

• 

S 

8 

Nltrttea. 

1890. 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

Dee. 

w. 

47,829 

44* 

46- 

Dee. 

11.      . 

.0010 

.0102  1 

4.76 

1.8000 

.0000 

.16 

T80 

20,       . 

47.829 

44'  I  44*  i 

1 

18.     . 

.0064 

.0172 

4.42 

1.7000 

.0006 ' 

1 

|..« 

660 

27,       . 

43,843 

44'  !  44'  1 

~    • 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 
—    1 

1 

- 

IMl. 

1 
• 

1 

. 

Jan. 

»,       . 

47.820 

45'  :  44' 

Jan. 

1,     . 

.0650 

.0215  1 

4.28 

1.4400 

.0007 

.18 

940 

10.       . 

47.820 

45*  '  44'  ' 
1 

8,      . 

.0076 

.0146  - 

1 

6.60 

1.7800 

.0020 

1 

.13 

160 

17,       . 

47,820 

4«'  '  45* 

15.      . 

.0014 

.0134 

3.50 

1.8600 

.0000 

.08 

260 

24,       . 

45,83« 

45'      48*  ' 

1          1 

22,      . 

.0020 

.0176  , 

4.58 

1.660O 

.0006' 

.16 

448 

SI,       . 

30,857 

44'  j  43'  ' 

20.      . 

.0018 

.0102 

4.17 

1.9200 

.0002^ 

.15 

162 

Feb. 

7.       . 

47,820 

44'      43' 

1 

Feb. 

6.      . 

.0016 

.0162  , 

3.07 

1.7200    .0001" 

1 

.20 

68 

14.       . 

47,820 

44'  .  43'  1 

12.      . 

.0010 

.0170 

6.20 

1. 3000 ;.  0001 1 

!  .10 

100 

21.       . 

47.820 

45'      43* 

i 

i 

10.     . 

1 

.0030 

.0160  \ 

8.84 

1.2600 

.OOOl' 

;•» 

•* 
* 

28,       . 

47,820 

44' 

44' 

26,      .' 

.0016 

.0184  \ 

4.24 

1.4300 

.0001 j 

,  .10 

1,100 

lUreh 

7.       . 

47,820 

44' 

<*-| 

lifarcb  5,     . 

.0014 

.0138 

1 

3.82 

1.2000 

.0000 i 

1  .14 

1 

128 

14,       . 

30,857 

44'  1  45-  ; 

12.      . 

.0024 

.0130 

3.70 

1.5800 

.0001 1 

1 

280 

21,       . 

30,857 

44'      42'  ' 

10.      . 

.0010 

.0116 

8.12 

1.8100 

.0002! 

'  .15 

1 

92 

28,       . 

13,950 

-        44* 

- 

- 

1 
>      1 

- 

- 

-  - 

April 

4.       . 

47,820 

45'      45' 

April 

2,      . 

.OOM 

.0134 

5.67 

1.6500 

.0004 

1 

.13 

1 

72 

11,       . 

47,820 

44'     45' 

0.     . 

.0312 

.0172 

4.53 

1.6000 

.0006 

1 

.20 

6,760 

18,       . 

i     25,007 

45'  1  40' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

25.        . 

1     47,820 

52'  1   Sfi* 

23,      . 

.0114 

.0154 

6.62 

2.4000 

.0001 i 

J  .13 

88 

lUy 

47,820 

51*      55' 

a..    .| 

.0014 

.0186  , 

10.10 

2.1400    .0002; 

i  '^* 

340 

».    . 

47,820 

60'      52'  1 

May 

1 

7,      .' 

1 

.0240 

.0176 

5.20 

2.4400  .ooa3; 

1  '^^ 

70 

w.     . 

47,820 

SC      58' 

u.    .1 

.0026 

.0208 

10.00 

2. 7000  j.  00051 

.14 

94 

23,        . 

,     47,820 

55' 

60* 

SI.     J 

1 

.0014 

.0144 

5.10 

1 

2.3000  1.0000 

'            1 

.20 

94 

30,        . 

1     47.820 

60' 

(K*  1 

a. 

.0548 

.02^ 

10.56 

3.12001.000$ 

.10 

1 

1.260 

June 

«. 

47.820 

63' 

83' 

June 

1 

4.      . 

.0040 

.0264 

13.45!!  3.6600  1.0004; 

.24 

4,600 

13,        . 

47,820 

U' 

70' 

11,      ., 

.0058 

.0242 

16.161 

1 

2.6100    .0000 

.17 

122 

20,       . 

47.820 

70' 

67' 

18,      ., 

.0032 

.0260 

11.78 i 

2.6400    .0006 

1 

j  .25 

183 

27.        . 

47.820 

«7' 

60'  ' 

26,      . 

.0666 

.0236 

12.58 

1.7100  1  .0014 

.27 

1 

820 

July 

4,        . 

47.820 

■   «7' 

«•, 

July 

2.      . 

.0078 

.0216 

10.34 

1.8400    .0002 

.25 

203 

11,        . 

47.820 

1 

87' 

60' 

0,      . 

1 

.0040 

.0218 

13.14  |!  1.6400    .0000 

.23 

1 

2,820 

Bewage  applied  24  tlmea  a  week ;  ordinary  aewage  until  April  11,  afterwarda  concentrated  eewage. 
Burface  raked  aboul  1  Inch  deep  each  week  from  October  20  to  April  17,  af terwarda  about  8  Incbea 
deep  each  week. 

Kzperimenu  Interropted  by  high  water  In  the  riTer  January  26,  26,  March  14-16, 28-27,  April  16. 
Effluent  generally  clear  and  nearly  oolorleea. 
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FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 

Filter  Tank  No.  N  —  Concluded. 


Wdm"" 

oTBimpX. 

AUOKU. 

1 

HrriDiHs  AS 

1 

5_ 

P 

ElTDlHa- 

t 

■8 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

P^ 

IMl. 

Jnlj    w.      . 
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U' 
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1.30 
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12. 

i!l,S98 
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M- 
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.am 

S.2S 
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ev 
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0022 

MM 
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2.7700 
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.11 

OH 
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«' 
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mo 
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M' 
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7.0« 

I.4M)0 

.0020 

.21 

SB4 
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49- 

Bl- 
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.02S0 

14.87 

l.MOO 

-OOM 

.24 

tS8 
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47,828 

46' 

47- 

Sor. 
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3200 

.M20 

e.s« 

1.2800 

.0024 

-29 

11,720 
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46- 

sr 
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40D0 
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7.30 
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1S.3S0 
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60,000 
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44' 
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31.     . 

0000 

.0S20 

1.42 

1.S200 

.0030 

.30 

10.180 
300 

CODHDtntwl  •«»(■  applltd  14  Uidh  m  mak  till  OttoUr  31,  nlutward*  0  UaiH  ■  WMk. 

eortuM  nked  ibont  3  Insbaa  il«p  «eh  mak. 

ITDTembar  ID.  nppar  toot  ot  uod  IniarMd. 

ElflnaDl  (amnllr  ilear  and  oaailj  coloTlau  DDtl)  October  20,  anerward*  allfhllr  Inibld. 


STATE  BOAIID  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Btmrnaryof  FifUm  MienaooptealExmni»ation»  of  Effluent  of  FiUer  TankSo.27. 


Omaaintt. 

Kiiinbtr. 

r.Z- 

PLAHTB. 

7 
I 

T 

S.8 

a.t 

3.3 

AKIUALB. 
V«pm«».    ADfulUBl^ 

U 

Filter  Tahk  No 

28. 

OiUont 

^Ari" 

IMiaof 

Buipk. 

A«.»U. 

1 

K™a„x.l 

|1 

9 
Pl 

B«nu.o- 

1 

i 

1 

1^ 

1 

1 

IMI 

April     * 

M 

» 

Mr     • 

u 

S4 

SI 

«7,M» 

«^ 

4I,»» 

4T.SM 

«7.»» 
«7,«» 

4f 
«* 
18- 

»■ 

4«- 

M' 
«■ 

April  1. 
4. 

T.        . 
M.       . 
U.        . 

SI.        ■ 

U.        . 

M,       . 

UV    I.       ■ 

B,         . 

8.       . 
II.        . 
IS.        . 

w.     . 

».       . 
».       ■ 

Jaw  8.       . 

.OHO 
.IHO 

■uav 

.MM 
.1000 
.4000 

i.otoo 
i.iooo 

i.iuo 
i.isoo 

I.DMO 
.TOOO 
.1330 

.OOM 

.oou 

.<Hoa 

.1100 

.OMO 
.0900 
.OMO 

.ouo 
.0000 
.lan 

.OMO 
.1000 
.OMO 
.OMO 

.oio» 

.01 7J 

: 

01 
07 
4T 

0« 

7« 
M 

OS 
07 

44 

M 

3 

0400 

otoa 

0100 
0100 
0100 
0300 

0100 
0100 

OMO 

owo 
uoo 

MOO 

oooo 

two 

0000 
40W 

.oou 

.0010 

.0000 

,oo«i 

.ODlZ 

*^i 

-OOK 

-OOM 
.OOtO 

z 

.1100 
.0300 

.004U 

.31 
.40 
.M 

.20 
.IT 

-IJ 

.18 

.21 
.S» 
-M 
.M 
.1* 

.08 

T,4ffl 

una 

M,1W 

130.780 
100,030 

=3,484 
134,UO 

02.  M« 

110.T90 
100.MO 
141.3W 

M 

tjso 
is,is« 

'mm 

Bt  flwwndl7  (UctaUr  torbld. 


No.  34.] 


FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 
Filter  Tank  No.  28—  Contittued. 


VT? 

Trkfii- 

ATDU. 

orsuvD. 

^no^ 

KmoUMA* 

1 

S 

H 

»„.- 

^ir 

1 

1 

i 

i1 

1 

1 

1 

P 

JOD*     It,          . 

ai.     . 

3»,       . 
July      », 

M. 
Aog.      3, 

0. 
IS, 

as. 
so. 

8.PI.     0. 

w. 

JO. 

2T. 
Out.       4, 

It. 

18, 

i», 
Not.      1, 

s. 

IS. 
M. 

w. 

l>. 

50, 

IWI. 

Jan.       1. 
10, 

«,BM 

«,BM 

1T,B!B 
«,§» 
«.B» 
4I,KH> 

*i,ia» 

4;.eM 

47,»» 
47,8» 
41,l» 
4T,Ba 

4-.e» 

4T.S» 
4I.8KI 
47,«» 
S»,UI 
4I.S» 
4I.S» 
4T,8» 
47,8» 

47.n» 
4T.na 
47,n« 

4T.»» 

4S,»*» 

47,SW 

•r 

71- 

TT 
TI- 
TS' 
•T- 

«r 
so- 
so- 

40- 

40- 

4r 

4C 

|4S- 
4i- 

71- 

ir 

74- 

70- 

71* 

7r 
«• 

jo- 

4tC 

47* 

*V 

44- 

tar 

44- 

JI.D.1S,          . 

10.       . 

so,     . 

Jalj   >.       . 

10,       . 

IT.       . 

M,       . 

SI,       . 
Ana.  T,        . 

14,  . 

M,       . 
8.PI.  4.       . 

18.       . 
M,       . 
Oel.    a,       . 
B.        ■ 
10,       . 

«.    . 

M,        . 
Not.  0.        . 

15.  . 

10,  . 
JT,        . 

1>«.    4.       . 

11.  . 
IB,       . 

. 

.oow 
.oin 
.ooao 
.oon 

-ooa 

.oow 

.0080 

.OOM 

.flow 

.ooia 
.ixiai 

.0008 
.0038 

.0080 

■•"• 

.0010 

.0140 

.owo 

.0014 

.01*0 

.OITO 
.01S8 

.oi§e 

.OlSO 
.0118 

.0100 

.0138 

.0188 
.OloO 

MM 

4.84 
4.77 

O.M 
S.OO 

8.83 

u.<a 

10. 13 
IS.47 

8.87 

T.»3 
8.40 

;■;; 

8.11 

fr.n 

8.00 
4.33 

3.IS00 

i.tsoo 

3.0000 

1.7600 

l.ODOO 

l.TMO 
1.8600 
1.0000 

3.0000 
3.S00O 
1.8600 
l.TOOO 
1.8600 
1.4000 

i.isoo 
1.0000 

1.0600 
1.6800 

1.8000 
1.3600 

.0010 

.0300 

.0040 
.0100 

.0000 

.0003 
.0003 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 
,0004 
.0000 
.0000 

.0001 

.0000 

.0001 

z 

.OOiii 

.0000 
.0000 

.13 
.13 

.13 
.10 

.11 
.10 
.13 

.13 
.10 

.10 

m 

IS 
8,000 

ao,Bn 

178 
US 

SO 
03 
>8 

67 

6 

7 

n 

81 

so 

4S3 

sw 

34 

Si 

u 

«8 

Efloaol  |«i*n>Ur  elMr  uul 


)«■  vnak  DDiU  JuJy  34,  ananranli  34  UuM  awMli. 

r«k,  eomiiMaoInf  Ootolwr  10. 
elMr  uul  pnetlcallf  wlorleu. 
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STATE  BOARD  OP  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


FiLTEB  Tank  No.  iS—CotUinued. 


1 
QuantJtr 
Applied. ' 

Oalloni 

per  Acre 

Dally. 

Tempbs- 

▲TCRK. 

Date 
of  Sample. 

AuMOiriA. 

Chlorine. 

NlTaOOKM  AB 

• 

s 

s 

m 
1® 

!| 

Wkbx 

• 

1 

1 

il 

•< 

m 

s 

• 

1891. 

; 

Jan.     IT, 

47,829 

48' 

45* 

Jan.  15, 

.0002 

.0103 

'   8.14 

1.2300 

.0000 

.10 

so 

24,       . 

45.888 

45* 

46* 

22,        . 

.0013 

.0126 

4.31 

1.0100 

.0002 

.18 

20 

31,        . 

80.357 

44* 

48* 

29,        . 

.0021 

.0143 

4.05 

2.0100 

.0001 

.14 

20 

Feb.      7,       . 

47,829 

44* 

43* 

Feb.    5.       . 

.0004 

.0184 

4.59 

i.oeoo'  .0000 

1  .10 

13 

w,     . 

47,829 

44* 

48* 

12, 

.0003 

.0150 

7.74 

1.8100 

.0003 

!.19 

1 

44 

21,       . 

47,829 

45* 

43* 

19,       . 

.0013 

.0142 

4.77 

1.4900;  .0003 

.18 

8 

M. 

47.829 

44* 

44* 

23.       . 

.0088 

.0134 

5.37 

1.55001.0007 

1 

.19 

40 

Mmreh   7.       . 

47.829 

44* 

40* 

March  5, 

.0024 

.0123 

4.27 

1.2000 

.0000 

.10 

104 

14. 

89,357 

44* 

45* 

12,       . 

.0014 

.0133 

4.30 

1.7200 

.0001 

1  .10 

1 

10.380 

21, 

39.857 

44* 

42* 

10,       . 

.0024 

.0180 

3.04 

1.8000 

.0010 

1  .10 

800 

28,       . 

18,950 

- 

44* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

April    4, 

47,829 

44* 

45* 

April  2. 

.0218 

.0218 

5.40 

1.7900 

.0012 

.13 

20 

11,       . 

47.829 

44* 

45* 

0.       , 

1      .0048 

.0143 

,   4.27 

1.4300 

.0012 

.13 

400 

18,       . 

25.907 

45* 

49* 

- 

- 

- 

1      - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25,       . 

47.829 

62* 

57* 

28.        . 

.0258 

.0142 

'   5.27 

2.3800 

.0003 

.12 

60 

lUy      2, 

47.829 

61* 

63* 

80,       . 

.0028 

.0154 

8.05 

1.8200 

.0020 

.15 

41 

».       . 

47.829 

50* 

52* 

May    7,       . 

.0238 

.0140 

5.24 

2.0900 

.0010 

.10 

16 

M.        . 

47.829 

53* 

58* 

14,       . 

.0030 

.0168 

0.42 

1 

8.8000 

.0014 

.13 

04 

28.        . 

47.829 

65* 

30* 

21.       . 

.0004 

.0142 

5.16 

2.2000 

.0000 

.21 

31 

30,        . 

47,829 

30* 

33* 

28.       . 

.0020 

.0202 

7.48 

3.5200 

.0004 

.21 

20 

Jane     6, 

47,820 

33* 

33* 

Jnne  4, 

.0044 

.0203 

10.02 

8.7400 

.0008 

.18 

640 

13.       . 

47,829 

34* 

70* 

11,       . 

.0040 

.0212 

18.87 

2.5000    .0010 

.17 

97 

20,       . 

47,829 

70* 

37* 

18.       . 

.0023 

.0250 

18.84 

3.4300 

.0004 

.29 

110 

27,       . 

47,829 

37* 

30* 

25,       . 

.0043 

.0290 

12.  U 

2.5500 

.0004 

.85 

0 

July      4,       . 

47,829 

37* 

70* 

Joly    2, 

,      .0028 

.0250 

11.22 

2.8000 

.0000 

.28 

40 

11,       . 

47,829 

37* 

39* 

0,       . 

.0038 

.0294 

14.82 

2.8000 

.0000 

.20 

1 

22 

18,        . 

47,829 

73* 

73* 

13,       . 

.0030 

.0290 

3.53 

4.4000 

.0002 

1  .30 

2 

25.        . 

47.829 

73* 

73* 

28.       . 

.0024 

.0200 

13.85 

2.8000 

.0004 

.23 

- 

Aug.     1, 

47,829 

70* 

39* 

80,       . 

.0022 

.0270 

22.20 

3.2100 

.0007 

.27 

606 

8,       . 

47,829 

70* 

73* 

Aog.  3, 

.0124 

.0233 

,    6.10 

8.2900 

.0010 

.22 

19,648 

18.       . 

45,830 

'  74* 

73* 

13,        . 

.0030 

.0210 

7.92 

3.4800 

.0000 

.25 

150 

22.        . 

47,829 

78* 

74* 

20. 

.0032 

.0238 

0.78 

8.1700 

.0007 

1 

.23 

1,908 

Sewage  applied  24  ttmee  a  week,  ordinary  aewage  nntil  April  11,  afterwards  eoneentrated 
Bnrfaoe  raked  about  1  Inch  deep  eaeb  week  nntil  April  17.  afterwards  about  8  Inches  deep  each 
Bzperlments  interrupted  by  high  water  in  the  riTer  January  26,  28.  March  14-10.  28-27, 
14-18. 

Effluent  generally  clear  and  practically  colorless. 


weok. 
ApHl 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 

FaTEE  Tank  No.  28— Ctoncluded. 


'iV^- 

Dlle 

.u.. 

K... 

1 

s™>o.,.. 

1 

W«ui 

11 

1 

J 

jil 

^a,.   ».       . 

4T,BtO 

TS"     74- 

A0B.S7.        . 

.OMO 

.am 

11.40 

l.WDO   .0003 

.so 

IW 

e.pl.      6 

«.gw 

M-     ««• 

Bi«t.  S,        . 

.DOW 

.0170 

s.ia 

2.8100   -OOOl 

-M 

l«S 

11 

U.SM 

U-     48' 

10,         . 

.0018 

.oin 

lO.H 

3.0800    .0002 

.24 

48 

1> 

47,  K» 

m-    :o- 

11,     . 

.0040 

.OIBB 

B.U 

2.T000.0004 

.13 

2.000 

•X 

«,«» 

«■    )»* 

M, 

.0010 

.010» 

10.89 

2.8800 :.ooai 

.31 

188 

on.      a 

4T.BM 

70-     «■ 

Oct.    I,       . 

.0034 

.OHM 

12.84 

1.4-00   .0003 

.28 

lOS 

10 

4i.ua 

M* 

ar 

s,      ■ 

.oon 

.OlSB 

0.00 

2.1100  Loool 

.28 

322 

17 

4T,8M 

W 

U' 

It.    . 

.1100 

.0320 

0.00 

1.M.0    .0030 

-W 

SJT 

M 

47,S» 

«' 

M- 

K,       . 

.OIU 

.OIM 

«.>! 

1. 4800    .0000 

-U 

881 

11 

«7.»» 

4f 

U' 

M,       . 

.3000 

.0220 

U.M 

1. 8500 1. Olio 

.17 

1.H0 

Hot.     I 

S1,U$ 

«■ 

40- 

MOV.  ^     . 

l.MOO 

.0880 

10.40 

.0.00!. 000. 

.72 

28.700 

U 

*7,B» 

M' 

M' 

u. 

1.2000 

.0800 

8.U 

.4U0I.UU 

ta 

801 

ai 

SR.UT 

4r 

M- 

10.         . 

I.MOO 

t.oe 

.1000]  .0000 

.n 

11,187 

18 

4TM> 

a- 

4»- 

M. 

I.BODO 

.1100 

B.2i 

1,3000 '.OOOO 

.41 

.      1.000 

I>»0.       6 

47,B» 

46-  '  47- 

D.C.  a.       . 

.SOOO 

.0440 

8.«3 

•■«<»-»*« 

,88 

8,000 

12 

47,sn 

44- 

40* 

10.       . 

.OBOO 

.0300 

«.7fi 

I.HO0L0OOO 

,28 

2.100 

1> 

1   4i,a» 

46- 

48- 

17,       . 

.0320 

.0100 

T.40 

l.StOO    .0040 

.58 

16.000 

M.        .1    «^» 

4»- 

40- 

u,      . 

.1100 

.OGDO 

0.8. 

1.I8D0    .0048 

.» 

10.000 

'            31.         . 

■^ 

.1010 

.1800  -MM 

.« 

18,600 

B  wc*k  Ull  Oatober  SI,  mfMrv 


[I  UmM  ■  iTHk. 


Bntfaes  nked  nboalSlncliH  dMp  MCh  wHk. 
Nmember  10,  npp*r  toot  of  und  Innncd . 
KOaiot  BtBtnllT  clear  and  OMily  oolorlou. 

Summari/  of  Sixteen  Mteroteopical  ExamimUions  of  Effivent  of  Filler 
Tank  No.  28. 

[Kumbar  of  orgsDlama  p«T  100  eobia  euitlmMtn.] 


PLANTS. 
Diatom  aces,   tcoiodn.   . 
Oyauopbirceoe.  Oieiiuri*.     . 
AUroo.    niothrii,    .... 
Puagrl.  Hold! 
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STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc, 


Filter  Tank  No.  29. 


Vemk 

DIHO— 

Quantity 
Appltod. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Dally. 

Tbmpxx- 

ATUBB. 

Date 
of  Sample. 

• 

Ammomia. 

• 

1 

NiTKOOkM  AS    I 

i 
§ 

0 

ii 

SSI 

GQ 

Em 

(2 

•2 

i 

1 

i 

Albu- 
minoid. 

• 

s 

1 

SB 

• 

S    ' 

5     ! 

55     ' 

1890. 

1 

1 

Ifay 

81,       . 

11.957 

6S* 

- 

May 

28.     . 

.0376 

.0876 

4.46 

.1600 

.0018. 

.69 

21,402 

81,      . 

.0382 

.0316 

6.22 

.0600 

.00121 

.24 

186 

Jon* 

T,       . 

11.95T 

61* 

- 

Jone 

4.     . 

.0406 

.0226 

6.36 

.0100 

.0020! 

.19 

28,023 

7.     . 

.0800 

.0260 

6.93 

.0200 

.0100  I 

1 

.16 

26,280 

• 

u.     . 

11.96T 

62* 

- 

11,      . 

.0710 

.0240 

6.92 

.0600 

.1000  1 

1 

.23 

8,614 

14,      . 

.1060 

.0190 

6.86 

.7600 

.9400, 

.22 

2,860 

21,       . 

11,967 

64- 

18,     . 

.0980 

.0220 

6.96 

1.9000 

.0300 

1' 

.16 

2,640 

21,      . 

.0420 

.0100 

6.22 

2.6000 

.0300  1 

.10 

2.640 

28.       . 

11,967 

71' 

- 

26,     . 

.0324 

.0116 

6.17 

2.6000 

.02501 

1 

.11 

68 

28,     . 

.0284 

.0104 

6.64 

1.7600 

.0180 ' 

1 

.09 

2i 

July 

5.       . 

11.967 

72* 

July 

2,     . 

.0804 

.0124 

6.84 

1.8600 

1 

.0080 

.09 

- 

12.       . 

10,961 

72* 

^ 

»,      . 

.0284 

.0166 

8.68 

2.0000 

.0120! 

,1 

.08 

- 

19.       . 

11,967 

78* 

~ 

16.      . 

.0272 

.0112 

9.07 

1.9000 

.0120', 

.07 

- 

86.       . 

19,729 

71* 

72* 

28,      . 

.0108 

.0094 

9.34 

1.6000 

.0100  |l 

.06 

- 

Aug. 

2,       . 

26,466 

78" 

78» 

80,     . 

.0074 

.0188 

6.74 

1.1600 

.0050  ii 

.08 

- 

».       . 

27.601 

76- 

76* 

Aag. 

«.      . 

.0070 

1 

.0164 

7.60 

1.4000 

.00221' 

.13 

889 

!«. 

27,601 

78* 

72* 

18,     . 

.0026 

.0164 

9.39 

1.1000 

.0010' 

.10 

801 

28.       . 

27.601 

72* 

72* 

20,      . 

.0069 

.0168  1 

8.37 

2.2600 

.0014  >, 

1 

.09 

967 

80.       . 

27,601 

6r 

71* 

27.      . 

.0042 

.0190 

9.85 

1.9000 

.0006' 

1  ■ 

.10 

288 

Btpt. 

«,       . 

27,601 

86* 

70" 

Sept. 

8.      . 

.0046 

.0264 

6.32 

1.7500 

1 

.0004  1 

1 

.13 

- 

18.       . 

27,601 

68" 

69' 

. 

10,      . 

.0046 

.0240 

7.02 

2.2500 

.0012" 

.13 

606 

• 

20.       . 

25.987 

66* 

69* 

17.      . 

.0022 

.0172 

6.76 

1.9000 

.0004 

.11 

- 

27,       . 

27.501 

62* 

64* 

24.      . 

'      .0048 

.0182 

7.37 

1.6000 

.0004  ' 

.13 

2.620 

Oct. 

4.       . 

27,601 

60' 

64* 

Oct. 

1.      • 

.0070 

.0260  ' 

6.95 

1.4000 

.0006 

1 

- 

6.254 

11,       . 

27.501 

.  60* 

68* 

8,      . 

.0042 

.0234 

5.88 

1.8000 

.0002 

.18 

82,640 

18.       . 

27,501 

64- 

67- 

16.      . 

,      .0160 

.0246  1 

6.12 

1.2500 

.00041 

.19 

78,588 

26,       . 

26.987 

60* 

60' 

22,      . 

.      .0616 

.0618  • 

4.94 

1.4000 

1 

.0008 

.31 

14,100 

Not. 

1.       . 

27,601 

47* 

49' 

29,      . 

.0416 

.0262  ; 

1 

6.07 

1.0000 

.0006 

.23 

64.398 

8.        . 

27,601 

46- 

50* 
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Filter  Tank  No.  31. 
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per  Acre 
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,      ATURB. 
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Sewage  applied  6  Umea  a  week  till  July  23,  afterwarda  24  timea  a  week. 
Surface  raked  aboat  1  inch  deep  each  week,  beginning  October  15. 
Effluent  clear  or  nearly  ao. 
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FiLTF.B  Tank  Xo.  31  —  Concluded. 


1 

Qaantl^  ^ 
Applied. 

OaUons 

per  Acre 
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8.00 

14.1300 

.0002 

.18 
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• 

- 
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7.88 
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45,836 
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70* 

^ 
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.0160 
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2.6400 
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1,340 
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60" 

72* 

- 

24,: 

.0218 

.0228 
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.18 
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Oet.      8, 
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- 

Oct.     1, 
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10.48    3.8800 
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- 
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.0002 

• 
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1 
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- 
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8.86 
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1 
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84 
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48- 

60* 

- 

20,; 
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18.60 

3.0000 
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88 

Nov.     7, 

47,820 

46* 

46* 

- 

Nov.    6, 
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.0400 

8.38 

2.0000 

.0014 

.28 

7,000 

u. 
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46* 

61* 

- 

12, 
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8.00 

2.1700 
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88.500 
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46* 

40* 

- 

10, 

1     .1440 
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0.01 

2.8100 
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.35 

25,000 

28, 

47,820 

43* 

48* 

1 

26, 
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.0820 

8.18 

2.4800 

.0110 

.28 

49,000 

Deo.      6, 
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40" 
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lOm. 

Dec.    8, 

.1080 

.0800 

12.88 
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.0007 

.22 

2,600 

12, 

47,820 

44* 

40* 

4m. 

10, 

.0380 
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8.53 

2.8300 

.0008 

.23 

2,100 

w. 

47,820 

46* 

46* 

'  S^m. 

17. 

.0164 

.0244 

8.13 

2.4200 

.0001 

.24 

2,100 

28. 

47,820 

45* 

48* 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 
1 

1 

81. 

.0320 

.0246 

6.02 

2.6200 

1 

.0004 

.24 

6.000 

Sewage  applied  24  tlmeaa  week  till  October  31.  afterwards  6  timea  a  week. 
Surface  raked  about  3  inchea  deep  each  week. 
Effluent  clear  and  practically  colorleaa. 
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Summary  of  Fifteen  Microsoopieal  Examinations  of  Effluent, 

[Number  of  orgaoUmi  per  100  onbie  oenttmetert.] 
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FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


The  experiments  upon  the  intermittent  filtration  of  water  described 
in  the  special  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water 
(pages  601  and  695)  have  been  continued  with  most  satisfactory 
results. 

The  prevalence  of  an  excessive  amount  of  typhoid  fever  among 
the  users  of  some  of  the  public  water  supplies  of  the  State,  and  the 
conclusive  evidence  that,  in  some  cases  at  least,  the  water  was  the 
means  of  carrying  the  germs  of  that  disease,*  have  given  a  new 
impetus  to  the  study  of  water  filtration. 

Our  attention  has  been  specially  directed  toward  the  bacteria.  In 
sewage  purification  the  removal  of  the  organic  matters  capable  of 
putrefaction  is  often  of  the  greatest  importance  ;  but  in  the  filtration 
of  sewage-polluted  wat^r  —  water  capable  of  causing  disease  if  it  is 
not  filtered  —  the  removal  of  the  germs  of  disease  is  the  all-impor- 
tant point.  The  efliuents  from  the  tanks  filtering  water  have  invari- 
ably been  well  purified  as  far  as  chemical  constituents  are  concerned  ; 
color  has  been  much  reduced  or  entirely  removed,  according  to  the 
rate  of  filtration,  the  amount  of  water  which  had  previously  passed 
through  the  filter  and  other  conditions ;  and  the  organic  matters 
have  been  so  reduced  as  to  be  unobjectionable  in  amount. 

As  a  result  of  a  very  careful  study  of  the  conditions  of  taking 
samples  and  of  determinations  of  the  numbers  of  the  various  species 
of  bacteria  in  the  eflluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  8  and  in  the  applied 
water,  the  results  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  biolog- 
ical work,  which  follows,  it  was  found  that  if  any  bacteria  passed 
the  number  must  be  very  small,  —  at  least  as  low  as  one  in  a 
thousand. 


*  Annual  Report,  1890,  page  525 ;  also  a  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Water 
Supply  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick,  to  the  Lowell  Water  Board,  Lowell,  Mass., 
1801. 
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Sewage  applied  6  times  a  week  till  July  23,  afterwards  24  times  a  week. 
Surface  raked  about  1  Inch  deep  each  week,  begiDoing  October  15. 
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April  t 

006II 

012U 

t 

02 

1. 04001. OOM 

.13 

IS 

11. 

4T.829 

44* 

43- 

- 

B, 

OOM 

0133 

4 

13 

1.6I00j.W»6 

.11 

13 

IS, 

M.M7 

W 

iV 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M. 

4T.KB 

MT 

W 

ss, 

aott'_ 

0134 

1    ' 

30 

Z.MOO 

.0013 

.10 

" 

M.J     a. 

4T,8M 

61- 

M- 

- 

X. 

oo» 

0138 

I 

41 

1.2000 

.0003 

.12 

'       11 

>. 

«,BW 

W 

W 

HV     I. 

0034 

0111 

1    ' 

04 

1.0200.  .000. 

.14 

i«. 

4T,Rn 

Mr 

00- 

-       1            14. 

OMsl 

0133 

01 

3. 1400  1.0004 

.IS 

23, 

1T.»» 

if 

«r 

m. 

OMS 

0130 

0 

40 

2.3300  '  .0000 

.13 

30 

M, 

tT,l2U 

to- 

33' 

a. 

O032 

OlSO 

1  3 

30 

3.3000    .0003 

-IS 

10 

Jum     «. 

4I.B» 

la- 

M- 

^       ijime    4, 

DOM  ' 

0132 

;b 

S.3RD0  1.0002 

.13 

13. 

4T.K.M 

w 

1T 

-       1            11, 

OOM 

DIM 

t 

01 

3. 4300  |. 0000 

.13 

14 

|M. 

«.SM 

TO- 

»■ 

-         '              IS, 

OOM' 

0200 

on 

4.0BOol.OOO« 

.10 

»r, 

4r.iw 

K- 

JO- 

-       1            M, 

0078  ' 

0124 

e 

OS 

3.33001.0001 

.IT 

Jaly     *. 

4t,M. 

»I- 

JO* 

-       IJaly    3. 

OOM. 

01« 

e 

S! 

3.13001,0001 

.13 

11. 

4I,«» 

«. 

:o* 

9. 

0002 : 

Oltf 

oo 

3.13001.0011 

.15 

Bcmca  applUd  M  tlmaaa  WMk. 

BnrlM*  nk«d  abool  Inch  d«<p  eash  week  till  April  II,  atUrwarda  aboi 
Biparlnmu  lalsrtkipicd  by  hl|h  walar  In  (ta*  rt*«r  JaDoarr  It,  IS,  liar 
Sfflmnt  Blaai  aad  prutteally  eolotlMi. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  31  —  Concluded. 


Qiutntl^ 
Applied. 

Gallone 

per  Acre 

Daily. 

Tbmpkb- 

ATCRK. 

Sewage     re- 
mained on  Snr- 
fkce. 

Date  of 
Sample. 

Ammonia. 

• 

1 

xa 

NiTmOOBV  AB 

Oxyven 

Consumed. 

k  1 

Week 

i 

m 

1 

• 

s 

S 

• 

£ 

• 

|l 

-< 

• 

i 

i 

I 

hi 

o  a  s 

<wa 

IMl. 

1 

Jaly    18, 

47,8»| 

78* 

78* 

1 

1       " 

July  16, 

.0260 

1 

.0164 

6.40 

4.3800 

.0024 

.17 

2 

26, 

47,829 

73* 

78' 

28, 

.0400 

.0214 

16.46 

3.0200 

.0008 

.14 

- 

Aag.     1. 

47,829 

70* 

80* 

- 

30, 

.2200 

.0200 

19.02 

2.2200 

.0006 

.17 

1,866 

8. 

47,829 

70* 

78* 

- 

Aug.    8, 

.0740 

.0160 

6.00 

4.1300 

.0002 

.18 

1,050 

16. 

46,888 

74- 

77* 

- 

13. 

.0660 

.0400 

1 

7.62 

3.1200 

.0003 

.18 

182 

22, 

47,829 

73- 

76* 

1 

20, 

.0640 

.0280  1 

6.48 

8.1000 

.0003 

.16 

- 

29. 

47,829 

73* 

74* 

- 

27. 

.0868 

.0192 

9.20 

2.4000 

.0002 

.16 

408 

8«pt.     6, 

47,829 

88* 

88* 

- 

Sept.   8, ! 

.0228 

.0140  1 

7.68    2.6000 

.0002 

.18 

100 

12, 

46,836 

85* 

88* 

- 

10, 

.0162 

.0162  1 

1 
1 

11.88    3.2900 

.0004 

.14 

102 

w, 

47,829 

88' 

70* 

- 

17.1 

.0174 

.0160 

6.88 

2.6400 

.0006 

.11 

1,340 

28, 

47.829 

6»" 

72* 

- 

2*. 

1 

.0218 

.0226 

12.80 

3.0400 

.0002 

.18 

210 

Get.      8, 

47,820 

70" 

80* 

- 

Oct.     1,  ' 

.0102 

.0160 

10.46 

3.6800 

.0001 

.14 

- 

10, 

47,829 

86' 

61* 

- 

1 
8, 

.0496 

.0178 

0.06 

3.7000 

.0002 

.20 

204 

17. 

47,829 

68* 

66* 

- 

16, 

.0720 

.0200 

1 

10.02 

2.8000 

.0002 

.14 

222 

24, 

47,829 

61* 

88" 

- 

22,1 

.0214 

.0160 

6.66    2.8400 

.0010 

.13 

64 

31. 

47,829 

48* 

60* 

- 

29,, 

1 

.2000 

.0200 

16.60    3.0000 

.0010 

.16 

68 

KOT.     7, 

47,829 

46' 

46- 

- 

Not.    6,' 

.2900 

.0400 

6.38 

2.0000 

.0014 

1 

.28 

7,000 

14, 

47,829 

46* 

51' 

- 

12., 

1     .1900 

.0900 

8.00 

2.1700 

•0160 

.20 

86,600 

21, 

47,829 

46- 

49* 

- 

19, 

.1440 

.0600 

6.91 

2.6100 

.0070 

.36 

26,000 

28, 

47,829 

43* 

48* 

- 

26, 

1 

,     .0960 

.0820 

6.13 

2.4600 

.0110 

.26 

40,000 

Dee.     6, 

47,829 

40* 

48* 

10m. 

Dee.     3,  j 

.1060 

1 

.0300 

12.63 

2.2600 

.0007 

.22 

2,600 

12, 

47,829 

44- 

49* 

4m. 

10.; 

1     .0360 

.0260 

6.63 

2.8300 

.0006 

.23 

2,100 

19, 

47,829 

45* 

45* 

S^m. 

".: 

.0164 

.0244 

8.13 

2.4200 

.0001 

.24 

2,100 

28. 

47,829 

45* 

48* 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

31, 

1 

.0320 

1 

.0246 

6.02 

2.6200 

1 

.0004 

.24 

6,000 

Sewage  applied  24  times  a  week  till  October  31,  afterwards  6  tlmee  a  week. 
Surface  raked  about  3  iuchee  deep  each  week. 
Effluent  clear  and  practically  colorless. 
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Summary  of  Fifteen  Microacopieal  Examinations  of  Effluent, 

[Nnmber  of  organItm«  per  100  eabio  Mottmetera.] 


OicuunfMS. 


PcTMntage  of 

TlXQM 

Foand  to  Total 

Nnmber  of 
Obtenratlona. 


Areraffe 
Kombar. 


Maximum 
Namber. 


PLANTS. 

DiAtomaoasB. 

Mtlofllra, 

Bynadra, 

Fanffl.   Molds,      .... 

ANI1CAL8. 
InftiBOriA.    Monaa, 

Vermes. 

Angalllala 

Botatorian  OTa,    .... 


7 
7 

13 


20 
8.3 

6.6 


27 


8.3 

6.6 


300 
60 

60 


400 


80 
100 


FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


The  experiments  upon  the  intermittent  filtration  of  water  described 
in  the  special  report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water 
(pages  601  and  695)  have  been  continued  with  most  satisfactory 
results. 

The  prevalence  of  an  excessive  amount  of  typhoid  fever  among 
the  users  of  some  of  the  public  water  supplies  of  the  State,  and  the 
conclusive  evidence  that,  in  some  cases  at  least,  the  water  was  the 
means  of  carrying  the  germs  of  that  disease,*  have  given  a  new 
impetus  to  the  study  of  water  filtration. 

Our  attention  has  been  specially  directed  toward  the  bacteria.  In 
sewage  purification  the  removal  of  the  organic  matters  capable  of 
putrefaction  is  often  of  the  greatest  importance  ;  but  in  the  filtration 
of  sewage-polluted  water  —  water  capable  of  causing  disease  if  it  is 
not  filtered  —  the  removal  of  the  germs  of  disease  is  the  all-impor- 
tant point.  The  efiiuents  from  the  tanks  filtering  water  have  invari- 
ably been  well  purified  as  far  as  chemical  constituents  are  concerned  ; 
color  has  been  much  reduced  or  entirely  removed,  according  to  the 
rate  of  filtration,  the  amount  of  water  which  had  previously  passed 
through  the  filter  and  other  conditions ;  and  the  organic  matters 
have  been  so  reduced  as  to  be  unobjectionable  in  amount. 

As  a  result  of  a  very  careful  study  of  the  conditions  of  taking 
samples  and  of  determinations  of  the  numbers  of  the  various  species 
of  bacteria  in  the  effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  8  and  in  the  applied 
water,  the  results  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  biolog- 
ical work,  which  follows,  it  was  found  that  if  any  bacteria  passed 
the  number  must  be  very  small,  —  at  least  as  low  as  one  in  a 
thousand. 


*  Annual  Report,  1890,  page  525 ;  also  a  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Water 
Supply  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick,  to  the  Lowell  Water  Board,  Lowell,  Mass.^ 
1891. 
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The  best  proof  that  none  pass  was  given  by  applying  Merrimack 
River  water  taken  directly  from  the  canal,  instead  of  the  city 
water,  commencing  Nov,  13,  1891.  The  city  water,  which  had  been 
applied  during  the  four  years  in  which  this  filter  had  been  in  use,  is 
also  taken  from  the  Merrimack  River ;  but,  in  passing  through  the 
capacious  reservoir  and  some  miles  of  pipe,  requiring  in  all  probably 
two  weeks  to  pass  from  the  river  to  the  Experiment  Station,  the 
greater  number  of  bacteria  die.  While  the  city  water  has  about  a 
hundred  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  the  canal  water  contains  from 
one  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand.  If  the  small  number  of  bacteria 
found  in  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  8  had  come  through  the  filter, 
we  should  have  expected  that  on  applying  the  canal  water  the 
number  would  have  increased  in  somewhat  the  same  ratio  as  the 
increase  in  the  numbers  applied.  The  actual  result,  however,  was 
that  no  more,  in  fact  hardly  as  many,  were  found  after  making  the 
change. 

The  average  number  of  bacteria  for  six  weeks,  from  November  15 
to  December  2G,  was  as  follows  :  — 


I 


Bacteria  per 
Cubic  Centimeter. 


Water  applied, 


2,989 


Etnuent, I  0.91 


This  shows  a  removal  of  99.97  per  cent.,  and  we  have  strong  evi- 
dence that  those  which  occasionally  appear  are  due  to  accidental 
contamination,  or  grow  in  the  underdrains.  It  is  thus  satisfactorily 
established  that  Filter  No.  8  purifies  the  Merrimack  River  water 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  in  every  way  suitable  for  drinking ;  it 
is  made  colorless  and  its  bacteria  are  removed. 

The  one  objecticm  to  the  application  of  filters  like  this  to  the  puri- 
fication of  water  on  a  larj^e  scale  is  the  low  rate  of  filtration.  Owinsr 
to  the  fineness  of  the  loam  layer,  eight  inches  thick  and  six  inches 
below  the  surface,  not  more  than  300,000  gallons  of  water  per 
acre  daily  can  be  filtered  without  keeping  the  surface  continually'' 
covered. 

Filter  No.  18  A  of  No.  1  sand,  also  filtering  canal  water,  but  at  a 
rate  of  a  million  gallons  per  aci*e  daily,  has  at  times  removed  a  very 
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large  percentage  of  the  bacteria,  the  result  for  two  weeks,  Decem- 
ber 7  to  20,  being :  — 


Bacteria  per 
Cable  Centimeter. 


Water  applied, 
Effluent, 


4,800 
15 


showing  a  removal  of  99.7  per  cent.  The  results  have  been,  how- 
ever, somewhat  variable,  and  it  *does  not  seem  probable  that  a  filter 
of  so  coarse  material  could  be  so  managed  as  to  always  secure  the 
removal  of  objectionable  germs  from  sewage-polluted  water.  It 
seemed  probable,  however,  that  filters  could  be .  constructed  of 
material  in  size  somewhere  between  that  of  No.  8  and  of  No.  18  A 
which  would  allow  the  passage  of  more  water  than  No.  8,  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  the  removal  of  all  pathogenic  germs. 

Four  new  filters,  Nos.  33  to  36,  were  started  in  December,  1891, 
filled  with  materials  nearly  like  those  used  in  Filter  No.  8,  but  with 
the  loam  layer  only  two  inches  thick,  instead  of  eight  inches. 
The  quantity  of  water  which  would  pass  these  filters  was  unsatis- 
factorv,  and  after  a  week's  use  one-half  the  loam  was  removed. 
Following  this  change,  two  of  the  filters  to  which  water  was 
applied  continuously  gave  rates  of  from  one  and  one-half  to  two 
million  gallons  per  acre  daily,  while  the  other  two,  used  intermit- 
tently, gave  somewhat  lower  rates.  After  a  month,  however,  the 
rates  of  all  the  filters  were  between  450,000  and  500,000  gallons,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  months  all  were  below  400,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily.  As  the  clogging  which  limited  the  rate  of  flow  was  below  the 
surface,  presumably  in  the  loam  one  foot  below  the  top  of  the  sand, 
disturbing  or  scraping  the  surface  did  not  increase  the  rates.  It  was 
subsequently  found,  on  digging  out  the  filtering  material,  that  the 
sand  had  been  stratified  during  the  construction  of  the  filter  by 
throwing  into  water,  and  was  not  capable  of  passing  so  much  water 
as  it  otherwise  might  have  done. 

By  a  long  series  of  bacterial  examinations  upon  two  of  the  filters, 
Nos.  35  and  36,  it  was  determined  that  geims  of  typhoid  fever 
added  with  the  applied  water  were  unable  to  pass  these  filters.  The 
small  and  decreasing  quantity  of  water  which  passed  the  filters, 
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however,  did  not  warrant  the  continuance  of  the  experiments,  and 
the  tanks  were  refilled  with  more  open  materials.  The  fillings  used 
for  these,  together  with  those  used  in  some  of  the  earlier  filters,  and 
also  for  a  number  of  additional  filters,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table.  In  all  of  these  latter  the  filling  material  has  been  placed  dry 
in  the  tank,  and  afterward  settled  by  filling  with  water  from  below, 
as  in  this  way  stratification  is  avoided,  and  at  the  same  time  a  com- 
pact filling  is  obtained. 

Table  shoiving  the  MaUricda  in  the  Tanks  used  for  the  Filtration  of  Waler, 


FILTBB. 

1  D«pth  of  Material. 

Stse 

of  Hand 

Grains, 

Ifillimetert. 

10  IVr 

Cent.  Finer 

than* 

1 
1 

,  ThiGknei* 

of  Loam 

Lajer. 

1 

Siaeof 

Grain  of 

Ijoam, 

MUllmetert. 

lOPsr 

Cent.  Finer 

than* 

Kind 
of  Filtration. 

MeChod 

of 
Filling 
Tank. 

No.   8,  . 

6  feet,  . 

.36 

8  incbee. 

.04 

Intermittent,   . 

Wet. 

18  A, 

• 

6  feet  3  Inches,    . 

.48 

0 

- 

Intermittent,  . 

Wet. 

ao,t.      , 

6    "   8       " 

.48 

0 

- 

Intermittent,   . 

Wet. 

20A.t      . 

5  feet,  . 

.« 

1  foot.t 

.06 

Intermittent,  . 

Wet. 

83.t.        . 

5    "     . 

.28 

2  inchei, 

.05 

Intermittent,  . 

Wet. 

34.t.        . 

6    " 

.28 

2     *• 

.06 

Contlnuoaa,     . 

Wet. 

M.t.        . 

6    "      . 

.26 

2     •• 

.05 

Intermittent,   . 

Wet. 

8fl,t.        . 

5    ••     . 

.26 

2     " 

.05 

Continuous,     . 

Wet. 

83A. 

.     6    •• 

1 

.12 

0 

- 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

84  A, 

.        .  ,  6    ••      . 

.07 

0 

- 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

35A, 

.        .  ■  6    ••      . 

.19 

1  Inch, 

.07 

Intermittent,    . 

Dry. 

86  A, 

.     6    "      . 

.19 

1  " 

.07 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

87,    . 

.     6    ••      . 

.19 

» 

- 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

38,    . 

.     2    ••      . 

.19 

0 

- 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

89,    .        . 

.  '  1  foot.  . 

.19 

0 

- 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

40,   .        , 

.  ■  1    " 

.19 

1  Inch, 

.07 

Continuous,     . 

Dry. 

41.    . 

.     6  fe«t,  . 

.12 

8  inchea. 

.07 

Intermittent,   . 

Dry. 

*  For  method  of  calcalation  see  page  431. 
t  Not  now  in  use. 
t  No.  2  sand. 

These  filters  were  so  arranged  as  to  give  a  direct  comparison  of 
the  eflfects  of  sands  of  diflferent  degrees  of  coarseness,  of  diflferent 
depths  of  the  same  sand,  of  different  rates  of  filti*ation,  of  the  pres- 
ence of  loam  layers,  and  of  continuous  and  intermittent  filtration. 

The  numl)er8  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  water  and  in  the  various 
effluents  have  been  determined  each  day,  the  numbers  so  obtained 
giving  an  idea  of  the  efficiency  of  the  different  filters.    Results  of  the 
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determination  of  species  have  shown,  however,  that  the  numbers 
observed  in  the  effluents  are  greater  than  the  numbers  actually  pass- 
ing the  filters.  It  was  found,  for  example,  in  Filter  No.  8,  in 
November  and  December,  1891,  that  the  most  abundant  form  in  the 
applied  water  was  totally  absent  from  the  effluent;  and  that  the 
species  found  in  the  effluent  were  very  vigorous  forms,  capable  of 
growing  on  an  extremely  small  food  supply,  and  that  they  probably 
grew  in  the  underdrains  and  did  not  come  from  the  applied  water. 

From  time  to  time  pure  cultures  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  and  of 
other  more  easily  recognizable  bacteria  have  been  applied  to  the 
filters,  and  results  as  to  their  passage  obtained. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  a  summary  of  the  results  of  such 
experiments  as  far  as  the  data  are  complete  :  — 


Table  showing  the  Henioval  of  Bacteria  by  Different  Filters. 


4 
FlLTSB. 


Datt. 


Rate. 

Gallon*  per 
Acre  l>alljr. 


8pecle*  of 
Bacteria  Applied. 


Per  Cent  of 

the  Applied 

Bacteria 

KemoTed. 


No.   8, 


18  A I  •         •         • 


85,      . 


.        • 


88,      •        •        • 


33  JLf  •  •  a 


84  A,. 


So  A.,  •        •        • 


1801, 


Dally  connta  Dec.  7, 1891, 


March 

2, 18W,   . 
11, 1802,   . 
23, 1892,   . 
18, 1892,  •  . 

• 

Feb. 

24, 1802,   . 

Harob 

2, 1892,   . 
10, 1892,   . 

Feb. 

24, 1892,   . 

March 

2, 1892,   . 
10, 1892, 

May 

2,  1892,   . 
6, 1892,   . 

May 

2, 1892,   . 
6, 1892,   . 

April 

1, 1892,   . 
12, 1892, 
16,  1892,   . 

183,000* 

988,000 
980,000 
1,000,000 
800,000 
ISOfiOO 

340,000* 
320,000* 
280,000* 

460,000* 
400,000* 
400,000* 

2,020,000 
1,780,000 

2,020,000 
1,900,000 

800,000 
1,560,000 
2,140,000 


Canal  water  bacteria. 

Canal  water  bacteria, 
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B.  coll  communla, 

B<  prodigioaaa,    . 
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B.  prodigioaaa,   . 
B.  of  typhoid  fever, 
B.  of  typhoid  fever, 
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99.95 
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100. 
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100. 
100. 


*  The  maximum  quantity  which  could  be  made  to  paaa  the  filter. 
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Table  thawing  the  Bemoval  of  Bacteria  bg  Different  Fillers  —  Concluded. 
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In  some  of  the  earlier  experiments  t|;e  quantity  of  food  material 
applied  with  the  bacterial  dose  was  so  great  as  to  support  a  vigorous 
growth  of  bacteria  in  the  lower  part  of  the  filter  and  in  the  under- 
drains,  greatly  increasing  the  numbers  observed  in  the  effluents  in 
those  cases  when  the  removal  was  not  complete.  In  many  cases 
the  doses  applied  contained  a  vastly  greater  number  of  bacteria  than 
could  ever  exist  in  a  practical  case,  sometimes  exceeding  a  million 
per  cubic  centimeter  in  the  applied  water.  With  these  excessive 
doses  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  bacteria  are  able  to  pass ;  and 
from  the  later  experiments,  where  these  conditions  were  avoided, 
we  may  safely  conclude  that  in  actual  practice,  with  smaller  numbers 
of  bacteria  constantly  added  with  the  applied  water,  nothing  like 
the  percentages  given  in  a  few  of  the  above  experiments  would  be 
able  to  pass  the  filter. 

The  general  result  of  these  experiments,  as  far  as  completed,  is 
to  show  that,  with  the  same  material  and  rate,  the  deeper  filters  are 
much  safer  than  the  more  shallow  ones ;  that  low  rates  are  safer 
than  high  rates,  and  that,  at  the  same  average  rates,  continuous  is 
quite  as  efiective  as  intermittent  filtration  in  the  removal  of  bacteria. 
The  formation  of  a  surface  film  or  covering,  regarded  by  Piefke*  as 
of  prime  importance,  appears,  thus  far,  to  have  had  very  little  in- 
fluence on  the  results.  Further  discussion  of  these  and  other  points 
is  postponed  until  more  complete  data  are  obtained. 

The  results  already  obtained  clearly  show  that,  with  due  care  in 
the  selection  of  the  filtering  material,  filters  can  be  constructed  and 
operated  at  rates  up  to  one  and  one-half  to  two  million  gallons  per 
acre  daily,  with  the  removal  of  substantially  all  of  the  bacteria. 
These  results,  taken  in  connection  with  the  remarkably  low  death 
rates  from  diseases  known  to  be  capable- of  conveyance  by  drinking 
water  in  some  European  cities  having  filtered  water  supplies,  from 
polluted  sources,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
suitable  filtration  as  a  safeguard  against  water-carried  diseases. 


•  Zeitschrift  fUr  Hygiene,  1889,  toI.  vii.,  p.  115. 


608  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

FILTER  TANKfe  Nos.  8,  18  A  and  20  A. 

The  earlier  histories  of  these  filters  were  given  in  the  special 
report  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water,  pages  602,  658 
and  695.  Filter  No.  8  is  filled  with  No.  6  sand,  with  a  layer  of 
loam  eight  inches  thick,  the  top  of  which  is  six  inches  below 
the  surface ;  No.  18  A  is  filled  with  No.  1  sand ;  and  No.  20  A 
with  No.  1  sand,  with  a  layer  of  No.  2  sand  one  foot  thick,  the 
top  of  which  is  three  feet  below  the  surface.  The  mechanical 
analyses  of  the  sands  were  given  on  page  429.  Filter  No.  8  has 
continued  to  give  from  the  Merrimack  River  wat^r  (city  water 
until  Nov.  12,  1891,  and  afterward  canal  water)  an  effluent  which 
compares  favorably  with  the  best  spring  waters,  being  practically 
colorless  and  free  from  objectionable  organic  matters  and  bactena. 

Filter  No.  18  A  in  1890  received  city  water  at  an  average  rate  of 
819,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  applied  in  hourly  doses  for  fourteen 
houi*s  in  the  day,  and  six  days  in  the  week.  In  October  the  effluent 
commenced  to  be  colored,  and  during  November  no  water  was 
applied.  In  December  water  was  again  applied  as  before,  but  the 
color  of  the  effluent  was  not  lower  than  before  the  rest.  During 
1891  water  was  applied  in  smaller  doses,  each  equivalent  to  5,000 
gallons  per  acre,  aggregating  as  nearly  as  possible  a  million  gallons 
per  acre  daily.  The  single  doses  followed  each  other  with  intervals 
of  only  about  seven  minutes,  days,  nights  and  Sundays.  Com- 
mencing Aug.  18,  1891,  canal  water  was  applied  instead  of  city 
water. 

Filter  No.  20  A  received  city  water  during  the  entire  time.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1890  the  fine  No.  2  sand  three  feet  below  the 
surface  became  clogged,  s6  that  water  stood  in  the  coarse  sand, 
making  the  filtration  practically  continuous.  On  December  23  a 
small  reservoir  with  a  siphon  was  provided,  which  delivered  a  dose 
of  water  equivalent  to  only  10,000  gallons  per  acre,  and  doses  were 
applied  as  frequently  as  possible,  without  causing  water  to  remain 
standing  in  the  coarse  sand. 

The  average  results  obtained  from  these  filters,  by  periods,  from 
the  times  when  water  was  first  applied  to  them,  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables :  — 
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Average  SeattlU,  by  Periods,  ffom  FiUer  T^nk  No.  8. 
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The  following  table  contains  the  analyses  of  the  city  water  used 
for  filtration  in  1891.  The  earlier  analyses,  from  Nov.  17,  1887,  to 
Dec.  31,  1889,  were  given  in  the  special  report  upon  the  Purifica- 
tion of  Sewage  and  Water,  page  618,  and  from  June,  1889,  to  Dec. 
31,  1890,  in  the  annual  report  for  1890,  page  170.  * 


Weekly  Analyses  of  CUy  Water  as  drawn  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station. 
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Weekly  Analyufi  of  City  Waltr  a»  drawn  tit  Ihe  Lvmrenee  Experifnenl  Slalion 
— Cuncluded. 
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The  following  table  contains  the  analyses  of  the  canal  water 
applied  to  Filters  8  and  18  A.  It  is  brought  through  a  smuU  pipe, 
about  four  hundred  feet  long,  from  the  canal  of  the  Essex  Company, 
and  ia  substantially  the  same  as  the  Merriniuck  Kiver  water  above 
Lawrence,  and  as  the  water  pumped  into  the  city  reservoir.  It 
differs  from  the  city  water  as  drawn  at  the  experiment  station  in 
containing  more  suspended  matter  and  a  much  larger  number  of 
bacteria . 
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Weekly  Analyses  of  Canal  Water  i 

as  drawn  at  the  Laurrence  Experiment  Station. 
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1,360 

Oct.       7, 

W 

Very  slight. 

Slight. 

.20 

.0072 

.0150 

.31 

.0100 

.0022  > 

1 

!     .24 

11,400 

w. 

btr 

Very  slight.  ■  Very  slight. 

.22 

.0070 

.0168 

.31 

.0120 

.0006  1 
.0006 

.20 

14,000 

21, 

»• 

None.            1  Very  slight. 

.18 

.0068 

.0146 

.30 

.0160 

.21 

4,400 

28. 

48- 

1 
Very  slight. 

Very  slight. 

.22 

.0066 

.0142 

.30  1 

.0110 

.0008  ' 

1 

.28 

3,500 

Nov.     4, 

46- 

Very  slight. 

Slight. 

.20 

.0120 

.0172 

.82! 

1 

.0160 

.0016  1 

1 

.27 

1,900 

11, 

4«* 

Very  slight. 

Very  slight. 

.20 

.0164 

.0158 

.31' 

.0200 

.0010  ! 

.26 

3.620 

18. 

46- 

Very  slight. 

Very  slight. 

.18 

.0068 

.0160 

.30 

1  .0140 

.0006  1 

.27 

1,600 

26. 

44* 

Very  slight. 

Very  slight. 

.23 

.0080 

.0174 

.24 

.0170 

.0003  1 

1 

.31 

6,2d0 

Dec.      2, 

38* 

Very  slight.  •  Very  slight. 

1 
.40, 

.0070 

.0176 

.21 

.0210 

.0002  , 

.64 

8,600 

». 

42- 

Very  slight.   Slight. 

1 

.23; 

.0044 

1 

.0162 

.20 

.0130 

.0004  1 

.41 

3,600 

Ifl. 

42* 

Very  slight. '  Very  slight. 

.28! 

1  .0060 

.0206 

1 

.19 

.0210 

.0002  ' 

.46 

1,100 

28, 

40* 

Very  slight.  Very  slight. 

.20  ! 

.0078 

.0154  1 

.26 

.0180 

.0004 

.40 

4,200 

80. 

4r 

Very  slight.  Slight. 

1 

.31 

'  .0034 

1 

.0124 

1 

.19 

.0110 

.0002 

.45 

1,200 

The  full  results  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the  effluent  of  Filter 
Tank  No.  8  are  given  in  the  following  table.  The  numbers  for 
bacteria  given  are  the  regular  weekly  counts ;  a  more  extended 
account  of  the  numbers  and  of  the  various  species  found  will  be 
given  subsequently  in  the  report  of  the  biological  work  of  the 
station. 
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FiLTEB  Tank  No.  8. 


Qoantltjr 

of 
Effluent. 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Dallj. 

,Tkmpki- 

'    ATUBE. 

1 

Water  remained 
on  Surflice. 

Ar'rafe  depth  of 
Frost    Inches. 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

Ammokia. 

■ 

s 
■i 

1 

HiTBOOBK  AS 

1 

1  t 

!    S 

1^ 

Bacteria  per 
Cubic  Centi- 
meter. 

Wbbk 
£n>ivo— 

<    ■  w 

I 

• 

I 

• 

11 

• 

S 

2 

• 

• 

1M». 

' 

1 

1 

Nov.     9, 

248,643 

61* 

60* 

24b. 

- 

Nov.    4, 

0 

.0008 

.0072 

.21 

.0140 

.0000 

- 

164 

!•. 

218,200 

60* 

61* 

24h. 

- 

11, 

0 

.0002 

.0068 

;  .21    .0110 

.0000 

1 

- 

16 

28. 

230,000 

48* 

48* 

24b. 

- 

18. 

0 

.0002 

.0058 

.22     .0190 

.ooooi    - 

21 

30, 

1 

240,800 

147* 

1 

45* 

- 

- 

25. 

0 

i  .0002 

.0060 

.22  :  .0140  ;  .0000  i    - 

!                     1 

4 

Dee.      7, 

238.628 

44* 

43* 

- 

- 

Dec.     2, 

0 

.0002 

.0060 

.21; 

1 

.0180 

.0000  1    - 

a 

14, 

221,067 

43* 

> 
43*;: 

- 

9. 

0 

.0012 

.0100 

.18 

.0180 

.0000 

- 

4 

21, 

244,828 

42* 

89* 

- 

- 

16, 

0 

.0000 

.OOU 

.19 

.0190 

.0000 

- 

• 

28. 

206,143 

42* 

41* 

1 

- 

- 

28, 

0 

!  .0004 

.0040 

.19 

.0200 

1 

.0000' 

- 

11 

1890. 

; 

1 

1 

Jan.      4, 

224.648 

41* 

1 

41*1 

1 

- 

- 

30. 

0 

.0006 

.0064 

.18  ;  .0190 

.0000      . 

2 

11. 

181.286  1  40* 

40* 

- 

Jan.     6, 

0 

.0002 

.0048 

.18     .0200 

r 

.0000  I    - 

121 

18, 

168,914  1  30* 

1 

87*  \        - 

- 

13, 

.0004 

.0002 

.19 

.0300    .0000,;    . 

'1 

26, 

151.671 

38* 

38* 

- 

- 

20. 

.0006 

1 

.0078 

.19 

.0220   .0000 

- 

14 

Feb.      1, 

186.743 

38* 

86* 

- 

- 

27. 

.0004 

I 

'  .0012 

.0048 

.19' 

1 

.0200 

1 

.0000 

- 

18 

8. 

184,343 

37* 

87* 

24b. 

- 

Feb.     4. 

.0040 

.19     .0200 

.0000 

- 

16. 

241,629 

87* 

3r 

i24b. 

2 

11, 

.  .0012 

.0068 

.19  ;  .0240 

.0000       - 

59 

22. 

202,714 

87* 

1 

3r.:        - 

- 

18. 

.0006 

.0050 

.18 

1 

.0180  .oooa  j  - 

lUrch  1, 

224.629  '  3r 

36*, 

- 

- 

25. 

.0008 

.0060 

.18 

.0200 

.0000 

- 

2S 

8. 

184.171 

j36* 

88*1 

- 

- 

March  4, 

.0006 

.0068 

:.10 

.0200'  .0000 

1 

.11 

16. 

207,886 

36* 

36* 

- 

- 

11. 

0 

.0008 

.0078 

.17  1  .0220 

1 

•0000     .09 

1 

22, 

901,400 

36* 

39* 

1 

- 

18, 

0 

1  .0008 

.0064 

.18 

.0220 

.0000 

.09 

2». 

203,343 

ZV 

40*|,24h. 

1 

- 

25, 

0 

.0010 

.0074 

.15  :  .0200 

.0000     .13 

April     6, 

151,800  '■  39* 

40*    19h.40m. 

- 

April   1. 

0 

.0006 

.0052 

.15     .0230 

.0000  i  .10 

12, 

155.229     40*    42*     24h. 

- 

8. 

0 

.0008 

.0068 

.15,   .0860 

.0000     .09 

16 

M. 

145,486     42*    46*  -1  17h. 

- 

16. 

0 

.0008 

.0066 

.16 

.0280 

.0000     .08 

26, 

150,467  ' 

44*    47*! 

20b.46m. 

- 

22, 

0 

.0014 

.0082 

'.15 

.0300 

1 

.0000  '  .10 

10 

May     3. 

154,686 

48*!  48* 

20b. 

- 

29. 

0 

.0014 

.0068  i  .14 

.0260 

.0000  1  .08 

10. 

175.771 

48*  1  54* 

22b.30m. 

-    May     6, 

0 

,  .0006 

.0068;,  .14 

.0360    .0000     .11 

17, 

183,086 

51*    56* 

1 

19b.l5m. 

- 

13, 

0 

.0018 

.0058 

.13' 

.0360    .0000     .10 

24, 

206,286 

53*i  69* 

1 

90h.35m. 

- 

20. 

0 

.0008 

.0046 

(.12 

.03201  .0000     .09 

1              1 

11 

31, 

215.428 

54* 

59* 

20b.l5m. 

- 

27, 

0 

'  .0008 

1 

.OOU,  .13  1   .0300  :  .0000    .09 

1         1             1 

10 

City  water  applied  18  times  a  week  till  January  11,  12  times  a  week  January  13  to  March  24,  and 
afterwards  6  tlmM  a  week. 

March  18,  straw,  leaves  and  other  material  removed  and  surface  levelled. 
Effluent  clear  and  odorless. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  S  —  Continued. 


Wbbk 

EXOEVQ  — 


Qaantlty 

of 
Effluent. 

Galiont 

p«r  Ken 

Dally. 


Tkmpici- 

ATOBK. 


^5     = 

<      u 


e 


II 


Jane 


Jaly 


Aag. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


u,; 

21.; 
28, 

ft. 
12,' 

19.' 
26, 

2. 

9, 
16. 
23 
30 

6 
13 
20 
27 

4 
11 
18 
26 

1 

8 

1^ 
22 

29 

6 

13 

20 


228,820 
227,457 
229,314 
239,171 
251,057 
254,686 
240,086 
255.314 
240,171 
214,743 
238,000 
248,914 
248.486 
237,143 
253,257 
248,200 
233,029 
224.086 
221,200 
217,686 
lOo.ras 
187,314 
18i>,257 
161,880 
I31,94^{ 
176,371 
13.'»,4.'»7 
13I,r)43 
159,2SC 
143,257 


'56'  61* 
'  67*  60* 
i  58*  i  64" 

:     i 

1  62*  I  69" 

I  64"  !  70* 

'  66" :  72* 

I 
i  69*  .  73* 


69*    70" 
69*    73* 


71*    75" 

I 

I  •!•  ,  •2" 

I  70*    73* 

I  I 

|,  69"  ,  70* 

'■  67*    70- 

I  67*    69* 

'  66'    60* 

I  65*  ■  6fl" 

'  62*  6:r 

I 

,  6r  61' 

!  58'    58* 

I 

i  55'    55' 

,  63*    50* 


5" 


9/ 
& 

8 

i 

C 

Or 


5i 


21b.llm. 

20b.&2iD. 

20b.68in. 

21  h. 12m. 

20b.lSm. 

21b. 

20h.80m. 


18h. 
18h. 

18h.30m. 
20h35m. 
19b  .50m. 


51'  48* 

49'  47' 

48"  46* 

47*  4:^' 

44*  42* 

4?  4r 

40*  37' 

3l*'  36* 


22b  .45m. 

23h. 

23h.45m. 

23h. 

24h. 

24h. 

24h. 

24h. 

24h. 


-  :  June    3,      0 

i 

-  i  10,     .1 


17, ,     0 . 

-I  24,1    o;, 

'  '      I. 

-  I  July     1,  I  0| 

-  '  8,  '  0 ' 

-  I  15.  0 

-  !  22,  0 

29,       0 

-  Aug.    5,       0. 

-  I  12,       0 

19,       0 
I 

-  '  20,        0 

I 

-  ;  Sept.    2,       0 ; 
-I  9,  1     o' 

16.  0 

23,  0 

SO,  0 

-  Oct.      7,  0 

14,       0 

28.       - 

-  Nov.    4,    .07 ' 

11,  .04 

18,  .04 

1)  25,  .04 

i     Dec.     2,  .07 

1     '  9,  .W 


\\ 


-  I 


10,    .O.'t 
23,    .04 


Ammoxia. 


9 

!     li 


.0006     .0072 

I 

.0014  ,  .0074 

I 

.0016  '  .0068  ! 

1  'I 

.0006  <  .0048  ; 
.0004  ,  .0042  < 
.0002  '  .0056' 


'  NiTIOOKM  AS 


^  :    ? 


I  .5 


v^     'O    )  a 


.18  1.0200 

I 

.13  i|  .0280 


.121 

.15! 


.0200 
.0280 


.0000  I  .08 

I 

.0000  I  .00 

1 

.0000  I  .11 

ll 

.0000  ' .07 


.161  .0240    .0000  I  .07 


.18,:  .0300 


.0010     .0046     .20  I  .0260 


.0006  .0042 

.0004  .0034 

.0012  .0078 : 

.0014  .0050 

.  I 
I 

.0010  .0054 

.0004  .0050 

I 

.0006  .0052'' 

.0006  .0050 

.0002  :.0O48 

.0006  .0056 

.0004  .OU46 

.0002  .003S 

.0006  .0040. 


.0000 

.0004 

.0004 

.0008  I 

.0004 

.004K) 

.OOyrt 

.0002 

.0006 


.0030;, 

.0040 

.0044 

.0066 

.0052 

.0058 

.0036 

.0060 


.23  t' .0220 

I 

.23  .0280 
.22  I  .0240 

I 

.22  '  .0240 

,1 
.23  1  .0230 

I 

.22  I  .0220 

.21  '  .0200 

I 
.10     .0230 

.10  '  .0220 

.16  '  .0260 

I 

.20  '  .0180 
.16  .0220 
.18  ' .0160 

I 

.21   ' .0180 

.19  '  .0230 

I 
.16     .0160    .0000     .13 


.0000 ;,  .06 ! 
.0000  '  .07' 

.0000  ;  .08 

.0000  .03 

.0000  '  .06 

.0000  .  .05 

.0000  '  .05 

.0000  .07  ' 

.0000  1 .04; 
.0000 !'  .06 

.0000  '  .09, 

.0000  ■  .10' 
.0000 

.0000  .09 

.0000  .12 

>  I 

.0000    .12; 

.0000'  .06' 


.19 
.16 


.0190 
.a320 

.20.   .0320 

.i 

.22     .0460 
.21     .0430 


.0052     .22  ' .0320 

I 


.0000  .11, 

.0000  .14' 

.0000  .12. 

I 

.0(K)0  .10 1 

.0000  .lit 

.0000  .12 


City  water  applied  0  times  a  week. 

Snow  and  ice  removed  from  surface  December  11,  18,  26,  27  and  30. 
Biperlmvnts  Interrupted  by  blgb  water  in  tbe  river  October  21  and  22. 
Effluent  clear  and  odorless. 
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No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 

Filter  Tank  No.  8  —  OmtfntMd. 


Qninlltj- 

p«Acr» 
LXIIJ. 

'-■isr 

l< 

11 

1 

1 

1 

—  i 

! 

,™«„« 

— r 

n 

w™ 

? 

1 

H 

5- 

J_ 

I 

ill 

rfc 

IMI. 

1 

Ju.      3, 

I«1,2U 

88* 

38* 

- 

1 

D«.  81. 

.04 

.0004 

.0084 

.37 

.0380 

0000 

.io|       11 

10, 

1U,3»1 

88- 

as* 

. 

1 

JM.      T. 

.08 

.0008 

.0083 

.38 

.0380 

0000 

.18|        11 

11. 

i«i.m» 

sr 

ai- 

0 

14, 

.01 

.0008 

.0080 

.14 

.0140 

oooo 

M. 

168,771 

»«■ 

s«* 

i 

". 

.09 

.0003 

.00(1 

.18 

.0340 

0000 

.11-        44 

SI, 

IMJiH 

38- 

38*     34h. 

1 

38. 

.06 

.mio 

.0084 

.IS 

.0380  1 

0001 

.111          1 

F.b.      7, 

m.K» 

ST* 

37-  ^  14h. 

0 

F»b.     4, 

-oa 

.0004 

.0044 

.18 

.034.1 

0000 

.11-    ■     0 

1*, 

io.i« 

sr 

38-    24h. 

0 

11, 

.OS 

.0004 

.0040 

.17 

.0380 ' 

0000 

.10 

1* 

M. 

1TI,8» 

38-Vi  Mh. 

0 

18. 

.04 

.0004 

.oou 

.» 

.0380 1 

.», 

.11 

2S. 

lS0,Si3 

37* 

3I-  'i*h. 

1 

M, 

.Oi 

.0000 

.ooao 

.17. 

.019) ' 

wo 

.11 

1 

Uareb  T. 

wi,a» 

87- 

or  34i>. 

t 

March  1. 

.Oi 

.0008 

.0068 

.,., 

.0,K.| 

^ 

.10 

> 

1«. 

1B0.8M 

w 

sr  1     - 

0 

11. 

.08 

.0008 

.0088 

.14 

.0180 1 

0000 

.00 

T 

21, 

0 

-1,     - 

n 

-    il    - 

-    1      - 

_ 

. 

M. 

" 

- 

-  1     - 

0 

- 

- 

-il  - 

-    1      - 

. 

April    4, 

M4,SSS 

»8- 

4r    31h.40iD 

0 

April   J. 

.08 

.0088 

.»»'l.» 

.o»ol.oo». 

.13 

s 

11. 

322M* 

80-    43-;[m.40m 

0 

^ 

.08 

.0013 

.0031 

.181 

.0380 ' 

oooo 

.08 

10 

18, 

atfiXI 

-  1    -  ,  I81i. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.    I 

- 

M. 

i4»,im 

4«-!82'  faih^Tm 

33. 

.08 

.0040 

.16 

.«wo. 

MMO 

.08-       13 

M.J      S. 

141,143 

48-  sr{,     - 

- 

3». 

.07 

.0000 

.0038 

.16 

.0410' 

O00ol|.13|           4 

1. 

IMfltl 

W   »I-    ■aJlJ7ln 

M.7     8. 

.07 

.0023 

.003* 

.14 

.OJM 

.000 1;.,,;    „ 

l^ 

EO,M« 

M-  w  'm.i8iD 

13. 

.08 

.ouoa 

.0033 

.16 

.ca»i 

OOOoll.O.!           , 

la. 

JM.8M 

W   »r|  32h, 

- 

30, 

.04 

.MI04 

.0034 

.14 

.0380 

oooo'l  10        a 

so. 

130,4«« 

»■    «-|  24h. 

27, 

.0& 

.0008 

,0038 

.30 

.0310 

»»jl.ul       , 

Jan*     •, 

W»,IT1 

M-  aa-  j  3XbA:m 

J«B,    3, 

.Oi 

.0000 

.0030 

.18 

.0360 

.»ll.,.,  „ 

W, 

1»,«IJ 

SO"    M*l| 

10, 

.08 

.0000 

.0038 ! 

.M! 

.0100 

oooo'l  .10        a 

30, 

iw.ss7 

«»•    »■  13411. 

n. 

.08 

.0000 

.0810 

.181 

.wool 

OOOOI'.OO,           8 

27, 

£23.800 

63*  ■  87*  ;l  24h. 

34. 

.04 

.0008 

.coat' 

.16 

.0310 

oooc'l.«,i       1 

July     4. 

!IS,I71 

M-I«r''     -     1  - 

July    1. 

.04 

.0008 

.0038 

.301 

.0330 

oooo     .07'         23 

11, 

323.771 

«s- 

«r   iih.3an. 

8. 

.04 

.0002 

.0064: 

.10 

.0330 

OOOO    .It 

18, 

'J1I„17I 

88- 

73" 

K. 

.M 

.0000 

.0031 ' 

■~l 

.WOO 

0000/ .13 

^": 

3W.«M 

-o* 

73- 

31. 

01 

.0010 

.0034 ! 

.2,[ 

,03™' 

««0'.08!           7 

r  applied    tin**  ft  w«ok. 


eDOWknd  im  r?ni( 
to  30,  April  14  to  18. 
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Filter  Tank  No.  B  —  Coneluded. 


TuriR- 

Ij 

II 

1 
1 

.1 

**«o»u. 

.33 

>■— " 

IS 

^ 

i 
1 

iUi 

y 

i 

1 

fM 

.„..  1 

Aaa.     1.1  I»,OW 

v 

TO* 

July  » 

,  -M 

'   oooa 

,«H« 

.0210 

.0000 

.Oil          1 

g,  j  I1S,«H 

«■ 

70* 

4o«.    t 

.03 

.oooa 

.0028 

.45 

.teaa 

.0000 

,01           0 

it.  1  a».M3 

TO* 

J4- 

12 

.03 

.0000 

.uu 

.2! 

.0370 

.0000 

.02^           I 

^,      Z29.M3 

Tl* 

IS" 

» 

.03 

.0000 

.OOM 

.ai 

.«lo 

.uooo 

.01,        0 

SB,      I1§,1M 

TI- 

IV 

2fl 

.M 

.oooa 

Mit 

.21 

.0200 

.0000 

.03             8 

a^w  B.   iiQ.TH 

TO' 

w 

aita.IOm 

-     9.pl.    2 

.02 

.0001 

.aoi 

.ail 

.0280 

.0000 

m'        1 

13,  1  il9.1Tl 

SI- 

w 

sah 

aom 

'  .oa 

.0012 

.msi 

.no 
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The  followiDg  tiihle  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-five  micro- 
scopical examinatioDij  of  the  effluent :  — 
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Microscopical  Examinatu»i  of  EffluetU  of  Filter  Tatik  No,  8, 

[Namber  of  organiims  per  100  cable  oentlmetera.] 


OMAXincs. 


Percental e  of 

Times 
Found  to  Total 

Nomber  of 
Obeervatlons. 


Ayerage 
Nnmbar. 


Maxlmam 
Iff  amber. 


PLANTS. 
Diatomaoeeo.    Meloaira,  . 

AlffflB.    Chlorococcaa,    . 

Funffi.    Molds 

ANIBCALS. 
Infasoria.    Monaa,      . 

Vermes.    Angalllala,  . 


4 
4 

4 

8 
4 


1 
1 
1 

4 
1 


26 
25 
26 

76 
26 


The  following   table  contains  the  averages,   by  months,  of  the 
weekly  analyses  of  the  effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No.  18  A  :  — 


Filter  Tank  No.  18  A. 


Qaantlty 
ofEfflnent. 
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Tbmpkia- 

TUBB. 

Color. 
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• 
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pi 
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1 
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1 
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1 

January,     . 
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1 

38'     42" 
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1 

.20 
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2 

City  water  applied  until  Aug.  18, 1891;  afterwards  canal  water. 

ExperlmeoU  Interrupted  by  high  water  in  the  river  February  27  to  March  1,  March  12  to  16  and 
April  12  to  17;  also  March  20  to  April  9,  for  repairs. 
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A  summary  of  twenty-five  microscopical  examinationa  of  the 
effluent  is  given  in  the  following  table :  — 

Microacopieal  ExamituUion  of  EffiuttU  of  FiUer  Tank  No.  18  A. 

[Number  of  oriulini*  par  100  cobls  ccDtlmetaim.] 
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The  averages,  by  months,  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  Filter  Tank 
No.  i!0  A  are  given  in  the  following  table :  — 
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The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  twenty-seven  micro- 
scopical examinations  of  the  effluent :  — 


Microscopical  ExamincUion  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Tank  No,  20  A. 

[Niiinber  of  orgAQianis  per  100  cubic  centimetera.] 


OlOANISMS. 

PLANTS. 
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CIOHterium 

Ulothrix 

Funfiri- 

BeggUtoa, 

Molds, 

ANIMALS. 
Vermes.    Rotatorian  oya,    . 


Ptrc^ntMgt  of 
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Found  to  Total 
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Number. 

Maximum 
Number. 
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26 
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SPECIAL  BIOLOGICAL  WORK. 


The  following  account  of  the  special  biological  work  of  the  station 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  George  W.  Fuller,  biologist  in  charge. 

The  regular  biological  work  has  consisted  in  pai*t,  as  in  former  years, 
in  the  systematic  examination,  both  microscopical  and  bacterial,  of 
the  applied  sewage,  city  water  and  canal  water,  and  of  the  effluents  of 
the  different  filters.  The  microscopical  examinations  have  been  made 
after  the  Sedgwick-Rafter  method  (see  p.  397).  In  the  bacterial 
analyses  unusual  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  determinations 
under  conditions  as  nearly  as  possible  parallel,  in  order  that  the 
results  might  be  directly  comparable.  Since  it  has  been  observed, 
both  in  this  laboratory  and  elsewhere,  that  nutrient  gelatine,  varying 
even  to  a  moderate  extent  in  its  degree  of  alkalinity,  may  yield 
widely  differing  numbers  of  bacteria  from  duplicate  samples  of  water, 
—  a  circumstance  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  different  species  of 
bacteria  require  different  degrees  of  alkalinity  for  their  rapid  develop- 
ment, —  numerous  experiments  have  been  made  to  determine  the 
optimum  amount  of  alknli  necessary  for  the  development  of  those 
species  of  bacteria  prevailing  in  the  waters  and  sewage  of  Law- 
rence. A  special  study  has  also  been  made  of  the  methods  available 
for  securing  the  same  degree  of  alkalinity  in  all  samples  of  nutrient 
gelatine,  but  it  has  been  found  difScult  t(^  obtain  an  indicator 
sufficiently  sensitive  to  all  the  compounds  present  in  the  gelatine  ; 
and  it  has  occasionally  f)een  observed  that  lots  of  nutrient  gelatine, 
which  had  been  made  alkaline  to  the  same  degree,  so  far  as  could 
be  determined  by  the  ordinary  indicators,  have  also  given  widely 
varying  numbers  of  bacteria  in  duplicate  samples  of  the  same 
water. 

As  a  step  toward  greater  precision  in  manipulation,  all  gelatine 
plates  have  been  grown  not  at  the  **  room  temperature,"  as  is  usual, 
but  in  a  low-temperature  thermostat.  This  thermostat,  which  elim- 
inates irregular  temperature  differentiations,  is  kept  at  20°  C.  during 
the  summer  months  by  passing  a  stream  of  cold  water  through  the 
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water  jacket,  and,  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  by  a  small  gas  flame. 
Devices  have  also  been  introduced  for  protecting  the  effluents  from 
contamination  by  dust  and  air ;  a  careful  study  has  been  made  of  the 
conditions  and  methods  of  taking  samples  ;  and  these  things,  together 
with  the  use  of  a  nutrient  gelatine  of  a  composition  as  nearly  as 
possible  uniform,  and  under  parallel  conditions,  have  served  to 
increase  the  accuracy  of  the  biological  methods  of  determining  the 
degree  of  purification  of  sewage  and  water.  The  results  of  the 
regular  biological  analyses  have  already  been  tabulated  and  discussed 
along  with  the  chemical  results  on  the  foregoing  pages.  (See 
tiibles  above,  showing  the  chemical  and  biological  purification  effected 
by  the  different  filters.) 

Investigations  upon  the  Bacillus  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  importance  of  determining  accurately  the  life-history  of  the 
typhoid  fever  bacillus,  its  deportment  in  sewage  and  in  water,  and 
the  possibility  of  its  removal  from  water  by  means  of  filtration,  has 
long  been  recognized  as  an  important  part  of  the  biological  work. 
When  the  problem  was  first  undertaken,  it  was  found  that  there  was  no 
reliable  method  for  its  differentiation  from  several  species  of  bacteria 
regularly  present  in  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River  at  Lawrence. 
The  potato  test,  upon  which  much  dependence  was  geneniUy  placed, 
has  proved  to  be  totally  inadequate,  and  for  two  reasons  :  first,  because 
the  typhoid  fever  bacillus  does  not  under  all  conditions  give  its 
characteristic  invisible  growth  on  sterilized  potato ;  and,  second, 
because  no  fewer  than  five  of  the  species  in  the  Lawrence  waters 
under  some  circumstances  present  the  same  characteristic. 

After  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  potato  test  was  not  diagnostic, 
and  that  it  was  even  contradictory,  it  became  necessary  to  devise 
other  methods  of  differentiation.  To  this  end  a  thorough  study  was 
made  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  side  by  side  with  the  species  of  bac- 
teria present  in  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  Kiver  at  Lawrence. 
The  numerous  special  methods  and  media  proposed  for  its  differen- 
tiation were  examined  and  their  diagnostic  value  determined.  This 
preparatory  investigation  was  continued  for  several  months,  and 
resulted  in  a  method  of  procedure  whereby  the  typhoid  fever  bacillus 
can  be  differentiated  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  from  every  species  of 
bacteria  hitherto  met  with  in  the  Lawrence  waters.  The  results  of  this 
investigation  are  embodied  in  a  paper  which  appears  beyond  (p.  (535). 
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Up  to  this  point  all  study  and  comparisons  of  the  typhoid  bacillus 
were  made  with  cultures  which  had  been  obtained  from  prominent 
laboratories  in  New  York,  Paris  and  Berlin.  These  xjultures  had 
not  been  freshly  isolated ;  in  fact,  it  was  believed  that  with  one 
possible  exception  they  were  several  years  old  and  probably  of 
diminished  vitality,  as  was  indicated  by  their  inability  to  grow  at 
the  extreme  limits  of  temperature  which  have  been  determined  for 
this  organism.  As  it  was  very  desirable  to  continue  these  investi- 
gations with  a  culture  of  undoubted  identity  and  of  undiminished 
vitality,  a  fresh  culture  was  necessary.  Accordingly,  after  some 
difficulty  and  by  means  of  the  methods  which  have  just  been 
referred  to,  there  was  isolated  from  the  freces  of  a  patient  having 
a  typical  case  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  Lawrence  General  Hospital, 
a  bacillus  which,  after  long  and  careful  study,  appeared  to  be  in 
every  way  identical  on  all  culture  media  with  typhoid  cultures 
obtained  from  Prudden  of  New  York  and  from  Chantemesse  of 
Paris.  It  also  agreed  very  closely  with  the  most  reliable  descrip- 
tions. It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  fieces  were  passed  on  the 
fifth  day  of  the  patient's  illness.  In  the  course  of  these  investiga- 
tions, eleven  complete  examinations  of  typhoid  foeces  and  three  of 
typhoid  urine  were  made,  in  which  the  specific  organism  could  not 
be  found.  It  may  be  observed  in  passing  that  the  rejection  of  the 
potato  test  for  typhoid  fever  bacilli  has  made  necessary  a  re-exami- 
nation of  many  of  the  accepted  data  in  this  disease.  A  thorough 
study  of  typhoid  fteccs  is  especially  required. 

In  addition  to  these  necessary  investigations,  which  covered  a 
period  of  more  than  six  months,  experiments  were  made  which 
indicated  that  typhoid  fever  germs  are  able  to  survive  in  the 
water  of  the  Merrimack  Kiver,  but  in  greatly  diminished  numbers, 
for  a  period  of  at  least  three  weeks,  —  sufficiently  long  to  enable 
these  germs  to  pass  from  the  Lowell  sewers  to  the  service  pipes  of 
the  Lawrence  w^ater  supply.  The  conditions  were  also  studied  for 
the  application  of  these  germs,  in  large  numbers,  to  the  several  water 
filters.  The  composition  of  the  nutrient  media,  in  which  the  germs 
could  be  best  grown  and  applied  to  the  filters,  was  investigated,  both 
with  respect  to  the  typhoid  fever  bacillus  itself  and  to  the  ordinary 
species  present  in  the  river  water.  These  and  other  details  were 
worked  out  and  have  since  been  applied  in  the  numerous  experi- 
ments upon  water  filtration  which  are  in  progress  during  the  present 
year,  some  of  which  are  summarized  in  the  preceding  section. 
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Determinations  of  Species  op  Bacteria. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigations  upon  typhoid  fever  bacilli 
much  was  learned  concerning  the  species  of  ordinary  water  bacteria. 
It  became  necessary  to  compare  the  species  of  bacteria  found  in  the 
effluents  with  those  in  the  water  or  sewage  applied  to  the  several 
filters.  Filter  Tank  No.  8,  filtering  at  first  city  water  and  afterwards 
river  water,  was  selected  for  exhaustive  study,  and  the  results  are 
given  in  detail  below.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  degree  of 
bacterial  purification  in  this  case  must  be  learned,  not  so  much  by 
study  of  the  morphological  and  physiological  characteristics  of  a  few 
species  of  bacteria  in  the  appliec^vater  and  in  the  effluent,  as  by  a 
long-continued  and  systematic  comparison  of  all  of  the  species,  and 
the  number  of  each  present  in  the  water  before  and  after  its  passage 
through  the  filter.  To  this  end,  it  became  necessary  to  devise 
means  by  which  the  species  could  be  readily  recognized,  and  also 
for  estimating  the  number  of  each  species  of  bacteria  present  in  the 
sample  of  water. 

A  method  was  devised  which  consisted  in  examining  all  ot 
the  colonies  on  the  gelatine  plate,  and  estimating  the  number  of 
each  kind  presenting  marked  characteristics.  This  placed  together 
in  groups,  kinds  superficially  resembling  one  another.  One  or  more 
colonies  of  each  group  were  **  fished,"  and  ten  or  more  colonies  pos- 
sessing no  marked  characteristics  on  the  gelatine  plate  (includinor 
many  non-liquefying  colonies  lying  beneath  the  surface)  were  taken 
at  random  ;  and,  in  case  of  less  than  ten  such  colonies,  all  were  taken. 
Fortunately  plates  were  seldom  seen  in  this  work  which  contained  more 
than  twenty-five  colonies.  To  facilitate  the  separations,  dilutions 
of  one  to  one  hundred  were  made  of  the  river  water.  After  the 
species  of  bacteria  were  recognized  the  number  present  of  those 
possessing  marked  characteristics  on  the  gelatine  plate  was  easily 
calculated,  and  of  the  remainder  each  species  was  given  its  aliquot 
portion.  During  the  earlier  part  of  the  work  the  following  tests 
were  used  in  the  species  determinations :  — 

1.  Examination  in  the  hanging  drop,  of  bouillon  culture  two  days  old. 

2.  Examination  of  stained  preparations  from  a  seven-days-old  agar  culture,  with 

particular  refen»nce  to  spore  formation. 

3.  Growth  on  the  gelatine  plate. 

4.  Growth  in  the  gelatine  tube. 

6.    Growth  on  the  agar  plate  incubated  at  37^  C. 
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6.  Growth  OD  the  inclined  agar  tube  (both  at  20°  C.  and  at  37°  C  ). 

7.  Growth  in  bouillon. 

8.  Growth  on  potato. 

9.  Reduction  of  nitrates  in  peptone  solution. 

10.  Formation  of  turbidity  or  of  gas,  or  of  both,  in  closed  arm  in  the  Smith  test.* 

11.  Oagulation  of  milk  (observations  made  both  before  and  afu*r  boiling). 

12.  Fermentation  of  milk  (quantitative  determination  of  acid  or  alkali). 

With  a  thorough  knowledoje  of  the  species  in  a  particular  case, 
the  amount  of  labor  in  identifying  them  may  be  much  reduced. 
Thus  it  was  learned  that  in  many  cases  the  growth  on  potat(»,  under 
the  mica  plate  on  gelatine,  in  bouillon,  and  the  examination  in  the 
hanging  drop,  gave  no  difi*erentiations  which  were  not  as  well  shown 
by  the  other  tests.  They  were  mcordingly  omitted  in  some  cases, 
although  they  were  made  from  time  to  time,  to  ascertain  that  no 
new  species  of  bacteria  had  become  prominent  without  detection. 
The  conditions  of  determination  were  made  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible parallel,  both  with  regard  to  time  and  temperature.  On 
account  of  the  large  number  of  determinations  necessary,  it  was 
not  possible  in  this  particular  inquiry  to  follow  each  culture  care- 
fully, day  by  day.  In  fact,  at  the  outset  it  was  apparent  that  this 
method  of  procedure  might  result  in  giving  groups  of  closely  related 
species,  rather  than  the  rigid  separation  of  individual  species. 
But  in  this  investigation  it  was  far  more  important  to  obtain  an 
accurate  quantitative  determination  of  all  the  groups  of  species  in 
both  applied  water  and  effluent  than  a  more  detailed  study  of  a 
limited  number.  A  careful  study  and  clasf^ification  of  the  data 
obtained  has  readily  indicated  the  appearance  from  time  to  time  of 
new  species,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  method  of  species 
detennination,  after  several  months'  trial,  has  proved  to  be  trust- 
worthy. 

A  close  examination  of  the  species  included  in  the  several  groups 
has  revealed  the  important  fact  that  the  microscopic  flora  of  the 
Merrimack  Kiver  includes  not  an  infinite  number  of  kinds  of  bacteria 
but  only  about  thirty  prevailing  species. 

Total   Removal   of    Bacteufa  from  the    Applied   Water    by 

Filter  Tank  No.  S. 

This  filter,  which  is  described  on  pp.  1)07-617,  has  filtered  city 
water  intermittently,  at  the  average  rate  of  183,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily,  during  1891.    Beginning  in  May,  1891,  the  attempt  was  made 

•  CentnlbUtt  far  Bakteriologie,  Bd.  VII.,  p.  502. 
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to  determine  with  certainty  whether  any  of  the  bacteria  found  in 
the  eiHuent  came  down  through  the  filtering  material  with  the 
applied  water.  The  sanitary  importance  of  determining  this  point  is 
obvious,  since  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  water  filtration  is  the 
removal  of  pathogenic  bacteria.  Elaborate  preparations  were  there- 
fore made  to  settle  this  difficult  question.  The  degree  of  bacterial 
purification  accomplished  by  Filter  Tank  No.  8,  indicated  by  the 
number  of  bacteria  in  the  water  before  and  after  passing  through 
it,  is  shown  by  the  following  table  :  — 

Table  of  Monthly  Averages  of  the  Number  of  Bacteria  found  in  a  Cubic  Centimeter 
of  City  Water  and  in  the  corresponding  Effluent  from  Filter  Tank  No.  8, 


Month. 

■1 
CiTT  Wateb.                  Efflukitt  from  Filtkb  No.  8. 

1 

Pbkckmtaob 

18»l. 

Bacteria. 

Number  of       '    »  ^  -.               Number  of 
Determinations.  ,    »«"*"»•    '    Determinations. 

1 

OF  Hactbbia 

Kkmovbd 

BT  Filtkb. 

May. 

June,         .... 

July, 

AngUBt 

September, 

October 

68 
112 
189 
181 
144 
357 

•      1 

4           ' 

4 
4 

4 

3.2 
8.8 
12.6 
2.0 
2.0 
6.4 

4.7 

1 

37 
42 
15 
4 
10 
42 

05.3 
97.1 
93.3 
98.9 
98.6 
98.5 

TotalB, 

175 

27 

1 

150 

07.3 

In  January,  1890  (see  Special  Report  on  Purification  of  Sewage  and 
Water,  1890,  page  615),  it  was  shown  that  there  was  a  growth  of 
bacteria  in  the  underdrains  and  outlet  pipe  of  this  filter.  This  was 
proved  by  examination  of  the  water  expressed  from  a  sterilized 
sponge  after  wiping  out  the  pipe.  This  operation  was  repeated 
several  times  in  1891.  The  species  present  in  the  air  and  dust 
were  obtained  by  exposing  a  sterile  gelatine  plate  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  outlet  pipe.  These  species  of  bacteria,  as  well  as  those  found 
in  the  outlet  pipe  and  underdrains,  were  quantitatively  determined. 

In  the  following  table  a  comparison  is  shown  of  the  results  of 
the  quantitative  determination  of  the  species  of  bacteria  in  the 
applied  city  water,  in  the  effluent,  the  air,  the  outlet  pipe  and  the 
underdrains.  In  the  case  of  air  the  figures  indicate  the  percentage 
which  each  species  forms  of  the  total  number  of  bacteria  on  the 
plates.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  it  was  during  this  period  that  the 
quantitative  method  of  species  determinations  was  developed,  and, 
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although  the  work  was  done  as  carefully  as  possible,  the  results  are 
somewhat  less  accurate  than  those  obtained  after  more  experience 
with  the  method. 

Average  Results  of  Quantitative  Delerminalions  of  IM  Speeiee  of  Bacteria.     May  . 
to  August,  ineluHve,  1891- 
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It  n-ill  be  seen  that  the  species  are  designated  by  numbers,  and 
not  by  names.  For  reasons  stated  aliove,  this  work  has  been  one  of 
comparative  and  quantitative  species  determination,  rather  than  a 
detailed  study  of  the  species  themselves.  As  nearly  as  can  be 
learned,  however,  from  the  comparisons  made  up  to  this  time,  the 
numhera  used  in  these  tables  signify, and  doubtless  in  most  cases  are 
identical  with,  previously  described  species,  as  indicated  below  :  — 

So,  26  =  B.  cerem,  Franklami 

Xo.  24  =  tt.  avblilts,  Cohn. 

Xo.  bz=.B.  cloaca,  Jordan. 

No.  Sib  =  Ii.Jiuoresccnsliquefacien»,  Flligge. 

No.  20=:  B.  caniUcana,  Frankland. 

No.  11.2  =  fi.  coil  commHms.Escherich. 

No.  67 ^B.  ubiquitus,  Jordan. 

No.  bh^B.  auratttiacus,  FraDkland. 

No.  150^red  yeaat, 

In  studying,  the  first  portion  of  the  table  given  above,  it  will  be'seen 
that  species  Mos.  20  and  11.0,  which  form  more  than  eighty  per  cent. 
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of  the  bacteria  in  the  applied  water,  constitute  less  than  forty  percent, 
of  those  in  the  effluent.  These  two  species  are  very  prominent  ones 
in  the  underdrains  (No.  20)  and  in  the  air  (No.  ILO).  A  compari- 
son of  the  remaining  species  indicates,  also,  that  it  is  far  more 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  they  have  had  their  origin  in  either 
the  underdrains  or  the  air,  than  that  they  have  passed  with  the 
applied  water  (containing  very  small  numbers)  through  the  filtering 
material.  The  second  portion  of  the  table  shows  a  very  striking 
resemblance  between  not  only  the  species  of  bacteria  but  their  relative 
numbers,  in  the  effluent  and  those  in  the  underdrains  and  outlet  pipe. 
The  relation  of  the  species  and  their  numbers,  in  the  case  of  the 
bacteria  of  the  applied  water  and  the  effluent,  is  far  less  marked ; 
while  two  species  present  in  the  applied  water.  No.  11.2  =  i^.  colt 
communis^  and  No.  55  =  JB.  aurantiacusy  were  not  found  in  the 
effluent. 

The  investigation  tip  to  this  point  confirmed  the  results  of  the 
work  of  previous  years ;  namely,  that  the  few  bacteria  in  the  effluent 
have  their  origin  in  the  underdrains  and  outlet  pipe,  and  do  not  pass 
through  the  filter.  In  order  to  obtain  still  more  definite  data,  it  was 
determined  to  increase  as  much  as  po^^sible  the  number  of  applied 
bacteria,  and  to  guard,  with  the  utmost  care,  against  contamination 
of  the  effluent.  To  this  end  *' canal"  water  taken  from  the  Merri- 
mack River  above  Lawrence,  and  containing  from  one  thousand  to 
fifteen  thousand  bacteria  in  a  cubic  centimeter,  was  applied  to  the  filter, 
commencing  Nov.  13,  1891.  The  effluent  was  protected  from  con- 
tamination by  dust  and  air  by  covering  the  outlet  pipe  with  a  large 
zinc-lined  box,  which  was  frequently  washed  with  corrosive  sublimate, 
and  so  arranged  that  the  stopper  of  a  sample  bottle  could  be  removed 
beneath  it  and  all  manipulations  could  be  done  without  disturbing  it. 

From  the  date  of  application  of  canal  water  to  the  filter  several 
determinations  of  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  water  and 
in  the  effluent  were  made  daily  from  samples  collected  at  different 
hours.     The  results  are  as  follows  :  — 

Summary  of  Bacterial  Counts,     (Nov.  13— Dec.  31y  1891.) 


Average  Number 

of  KactcriH  In  a 

Cubic  Centimeter. 


Number  of 
Dcternilnatiun$. 


PercentajTP  of 

Baotoria  n'm«)ve«l 

by  Filter. 


Canal  water 

Effluent  from  Filter  Tank  No.  8, 


2,6eo 
0.83 


88 
102 


99.97 
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Of  the  one  hundred  aud  two  determinations  made  of  the  effluent, 
fifty-eight  showed  no  colonies  on  the  gelatine  plates.  The  deter- 
minations of  the  number  of  bacteria  in  canal  water  and  in  the  effluent 
from  Filter  Tank  No.  8  were  made  on  the  same  gelatine,  grown  for 
the  same  length  of  time  and  at  the  same  tempeniture.  Many  dupli- 
cate determinations  were  made  of  the  effluent,  and  the  plates  were 
allowed  to  stand  eight  and  even  ten  days  l>efore  counting.  They 
agreed  very  well  with  those  counted  after  three  days ;  rarely  a  colony 
was  found  which  proved  to  be  a  spore-former,  and  bad  no  relation 
to  the  leading  species  in  the  applied  water. 

A  quantitative  species  determination  was  made  of  all  samples  of 
Filter  Tank  No.  8  effluent,  as  well  as  of  canal  water,  at  frequent 
intervals.  The  results  are  given  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  theae 
determinations  indicated  the  presence  of  twelve  species  in  the  canal 
water.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  were  the  only  species  of 
bacteria  present,  but  that  these  species  were  the  leading  ones,  occur- 
ring in  numbers  sufficiently  great  to  be  found  on  plates  of  samples 
diluted  one  to  one  hundred. 
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Ifumber  of  Bacteria  of  Each  Specie*  Found  in  a  Cubic  CetUimcUr  of  EffiuetU 
from  FiUer  Thnk  Ifo.  8. 
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Number  of  Baeleria  of  Each  Sjtecica  Found  in  a  Cubic  Centimeter  of  Effluent 
from  Fitter  Tank  ^o.  5— Concluded. 


i^ 

ttpunu  or  UtcTHit, 

""■■  |i 

i.. 

:^ 

M. 

A. 

Ho. 
SI. 

Ho. 

Kd. 

n^. 

So. 

So. 

UB. 

Mo. 

i-lr 

No. 

IW. 

-'11 
•'■if 

ini. 

D«.      IS, 
M, 
». 
«. 
11. 
M, 
». 

at. 

ffl. 

s 

1 
1 

9.13 

; 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

(.to 

O.OT 

- 

- 
1 

- 

: 

- 

1 

AnrEgu.' 

'■" 

0.18 

O.M 

o.m 

" 

o.o» 

..» 

5.01 

o.os 

o.u 

•  Including  i%  dalerm 


iDdlutwl  ■  ilarila  tt 


T(Ale  ahowing  the  Average  Number  of  Each  Bpeeies  of  Baeleria  in  a  Cubic  Cenii- 
meler  in  Canal  Water  and  in  the  Effluent  from  FiUer  Tank  No.  8. 
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The  results  of  this  investigation  may  he  stated  as  follows  :  — 

1.  The  application  of  water  taken  from  the  caDal  (Merrimack 
River  water),  instead  of  city  water  which  contains  a  much  smaller 
number  of  bacteria,  commencing  Nov.  13,  IHiH,  was  followed  by  a 
decrease  rather  than  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  bacteria 
found  in  the  effluent  from  Filter  Tank  No.  8.  The  decrease  was 
due  to  improved  manipulation. 

2.  No  relation  could  be  distinguished  between  the  rates  of  flow 
and  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  effluent. 
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3.  The  quantitative  determination  of  the  species  of  bacteria  in 
the  applied  canal  water  and  in  the  effluent  indicated  that  three 
prominent  species,  Nos.  20.1,  11.2  and  81,  were  not  present  in  the 
water  after  its  passage  through  the  filter.  Of  these  species,  No. 
11.2  is  B.  coll  communis^  the  leading  species  in  human  fseces,  and 
also,  during  November  and  December,  1891,  in  the  water  of  the 
Merrimack  River  at  I^awrence,  in  which  it  formed  thirty-nine  per 
cent,  of  the  bacteria.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  this  species 
resembles,  very  closely  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever. 

4.  The  presence  of  the  very  small  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the 
effluent  was  satisfactorily  explained  by  their  specific  similarity  to 
those  present  in  the  air,  the  outlet  pipe  and  the  underdrains. 

5.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  two  bacterial  examinations  made  of 
the  effluent  from  November  14  to  December  31,  inclusive,  fifty- 
eight  proved  to  be  sterile. 

From  this  evidence  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  with  the  filtering 
materials  here  used  all  of  the  bacteria  of  the  Merrimack  River  may 
be  removed  by  intermittent  filtration.  This  important  result  has 
not  been  reached  hitherto. 


Determination  of  the  Species  of  Bacteria  from  Different 
Points  in  thb  Lawrence  Water  Supply. 

Beginning  on  Jan.  1,  1891,  a  series  of  determinations  was  made, 
once  a  month  or  oftener,  of  the  numbers  of  bacteria  found  in  the 
water  of  the  Merrimack  River  from  samples  taken,  first,  from  the 
force  main  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  Lawrence  water  works, 
second,  in  the  water  after  it  has  passed  through  the  reservoir,  and 
again  at  certain  points  along  its  passage  through  the  service  pipes. 
In  connection  with  the  results,  which  are  given  in  the  following 
table,  it  is  to  be  stated  that  the  reservoir,  where  the  greatest 
bacterial  purification  takes  place,  has  a  capacity  equal  to  about  two 
weeks'  consumption,  and  that  the  city  hall  is  distant  about  one  and 
one-half  miles,  and  the  Experiment  Station  about  two  and  one-half 
miles,  from  the  reservoir. 
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TcU>le  of  Monthly  Averages  of  the  Number  of  Bacteria  in  a  Cubic  Centimeter  of 
Water  from  Different  Parts  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works. 
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ReMTTOlr. 


Cltj  HaU  Tap. 
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Station  Tap. 
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May,      .       . 
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146 


Commencing  Sept.  1,  1891,  quantitative  determinations  of  the 
species  of  bacteria  in  the  water  from  the  several  points  were  regularly 
made.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  these  determinations  for  a 
year,  to  study  the  seasonal  effects.  These  results,  together  with 
the  data  obtained  in  1892,  will  be  discussed  in  a  future  report. 
In  a  general  way,  however,  it  has  been  learned  from  the  results  at 
hand  that  there  is  a  gradual  reduction  in  numbers  of  all  species, 
the  species  regularly  present  at  the  Experiment  Station  tap  being 
those  which  were  most  numerous  in  the  river  water.  It  is  of  interest, 
in  connection  with  the  investigation  upon  Filter  Tank  No.  8,  to  note 
the  percentage  which  B.  coli  communis  foimed  of  the  total  number 
of  bacteria  at  different  points  (September  to  December,  inclusive). 


Kiiraber  of 
hetcrmliiatioiitf. 


Averauo  Total 

Bacteria 

per  Cuhtc 

Centf  meter. 


Avvraffe  Coll   |    „      ,, 
f '..mtnntii.     1    rer  (  ent.  of 

Coll 
CommuoU. 


Commonis 

per  Cubic 

Centimeter. 


Pamplng  ■tation,    . 
Reeervolr, 
City  Hall  Up, 
Experiment  Station  tap. 


4 

6 

6 

12 


12,600 
576 
505 
238 


110 
03 

138 
28 


0 
11 
16 
27 


This  table  is  composed  of  results  which  are  averages  of  fewer 
determinations  than  those  underlying  the  table  above,  and  the 
numbers,  therefore,  are  not  identical.    The  data  presented,  however, 
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show  very  clearly  that  B.  colt  communis  is  a  very  persistent 
organism  ;  in  fact,  of  the  prevailing  species  of  bacteria  in  the  watei 
of  the  Merrimack  River  at  Lawrence,  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
last  to  disappear. 

This  fact,,  in  connection  with  the  data  showing  that  B.  colt  com- 
munis is  totally  removed  from  the  river  water  during  the  passage  of 
the  latter  through  Filter  Tank  No.  8,  confirms  the  impoitant  con- 
clusion that  with  the  filtering  materials  and  rate  of  filtration  of 
this  filter  it  is  possible  to  remove  all  bacteria  from  the  water  of  the 
Merrimack  River  by  intermittent  filtration. 


THE    DIEFERENTIATION 


OF  THE 


BACILLUS  OF  TYPHOID   FEVER. 


By  George  W.  Fuller,  S.B., 

Biologist  in  Cfutrge^  LMwrence  BxperimerU  Station, 


THE  DIFFERENTIATION  OF  THE  BACILLUS  OF 

TYPHOID  FEVER  * 


For  several  years  it  was 'believed  that  the  most  marked  and  suffi- 
ciently diagnostic  characteristic  of  the  typhoid  fever  bacillus  was  its 
growth  on  sterilized  potato.  In  two  days  at  blood  temperature,  or 
in  three  to  four  days  at  room  temperature,  the  inoculated  potato 
gives  a  luxuriant,  but  to  the  unaided  eye  completely  invisible, 
growth.  The  entire  surface  assumes  a  moist,  shining  appearance, 
but  is  not  otherwise  changed.  If  a  small  portion  of  the  surface  is 
removed  with  a  sterilized  platinum  needle,  and  examined  in  a  drop 
of  water  under  the  microscope,  a  large  number  of  bacilli  are  to 
be  seen  moving  about  very  energetically.  It  was  thought  for  some 
time  that  this  was  a  means  of  differentiation  from  all  other  species 
of  bacteria.  The  results  of  many  months'  work  in  this  laboratory, 
however,  confirm  the  conclusion  of  several  investigators  abroad  which 
have  indicated  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  for  two  reasons :  first, 
because  the  typhoid  l)acillu8  does  not  invariably  give  this  invisible 
growth ;  and,  second,  because  there  are  several  species  very  similar 
to  the  typhoid  bacillus  in  their  growth  on  the  usual  culture  media, 
which  under  some  circumstances  present  the  same  appearance  when 
grown  on  sterilized  potato.  Of  these  so-called  "pseudo-typhoid" 
bacilli  there  are  at  least  five  species  in  the  water  of.  the  Merrimack 
River  at  Lawrence.  Like  other  observers,  I  have  found  that  this 
characteristic  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  is  obtained  only  when  the 
potato  is  slightly  acid ;  slightly  alkaline  potato  giving  a  gray  or 
yellowish  growth  along  the  inoculation  line.  Moreover,  as  difilerent 
specimens  of  potato  appear  to  vary  in  their  acidity  or  alkalinity, 
and  as  the  same  variety  changes  in  this  respect  during  the  difierent 

*  This  paper  appeared  in  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical  Journal/'  Sept.  1, 1892. 
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seasons  of  the  year,  the  potato  test  is  not  only  to  be  no  longer  con- 
sidered diagnostic,  it  is  often  contradictory. 

At  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hiram  F.  Mills,  many  experi- 
ments have  been  made  upon  the  life-histor}"^  of  the  typhoid  fever 
bacillus  in  milk  and  in  water,  and  upon  the  possibility  of  its  passage 
through  sand  filters.  Realizing  the  uncertainty  of  the  differentiation 
of  this  micro-organism  by  means  of  the  potato  test,  a  comparative 
study  of  the  difierent  species  of  bacteria  in  the  water  of  the  MeiTi- 
mack  River  at  Lawrence,  of  which  there  are  more  than  thirty,  was 
systematically  undertaken  side  by  side  with  cultures  of  the  typhoid 
bacillus.  To  this  end  it  became  necessary  to  make  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  itself.  The  numerous  special 
methods  and  media  proposed  for  its  differentiation  were  studied, 
and  their  diagnostic  value  ascertained.  The  observations  of  its 
characteristics  and  its  behavior  upon  the  various  culture  media  now 
employed  in  this  laboratory  are  as  follows :  — 

Morphology.  —  When  grown  on  agar  in  tubes  for  one  week  at  20° 
C,  it  appears  to  be  a  plump  bacillus,  with  rounded  ends,  about  \^ 
long  and  0.6-0.8//  in  diameter.  When  grown  in  bouillon  at  blood 
temperature  for  two  days  it  is  a  bacillus  1.5-2.5//  long  and  0.5-0.6// 
in  diameter.  Spore  formation  and  involution  forms  under  the  above 
conditions  have  never  been  observed.  Hanging  drop  preparations 
from  bouillon  cultures,  at  blood  temperature,  show  that  the  bacilli 
possess  very  lively  movements  both  of  rotation  and  translation. 
The  motility  of  the  bacilli,  when  taken  from  agar  cultures  grown 
at  blood  temperature,  is  very  constant  but  somewhat  less  marked  ; 
but  from  agar  cultures  grown  at  20°  C.  it  is  not  only  less  marked 
but  it  is  not  unifoniily  present. 

While  the  motility  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  is  one  of  its  most 
marked  characteristics  and  is  an  essential  number  in  the  series  of 
characteristics  which  enables  the  bacteriologist  to  identify  this 
micro-organism,  yet  in  water,  sewage  and  other  sources  are  found 
species  of  bacteria  which  possess  this  characteristic  to  a  very  similar 
degree.  Moreover,  it  has  been  learned  from  the  repeated  determi- 
nations of  the  species  of  bacteria  in  numerous  samples  of  water  that 
an  element  of  variability  in  the  morphological  appearances  of  bacteria 
arises  when  cultures  are  grown  on  media  of  different  composition,  of 
different  degrees  of  alkalinity,  for  different  periods  of  time,  at  dif- 
ferent temperatures.     Accordingly,  in  order  to  make  microscopical 
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observations  of  value,  a  standard  method  of  procedure  should  be 
adopted,  making  all  conditions  as  nearly  parallel  as  possible. 

Relation  to  Temperature.  —  The  typhoid  bacillus  can  be  grown  in 
culture  media  at  temperatures  varying  from  10°  C.  to  45.5°  C.  Its 
optimum  temperature  lies  between  37°  C.  and  39°  C.  It  has  been 
found  that  at  the  extreme  limits  of  temperature  the  bacillus  grows 
better  in  liquid  than  in  solid  culture  media. 

Description  of  Growth  on  the  Different  Culture  Media.  —  On  the 
gelatine  plate  the  bacillus  grows  and  forms  colonies  in  the  usual 
time,  namely,  forty-eight  to  seventy-two  hours,  at  20°  C.  The 
colonies  lying  deep  in  the  gelatine  are  small,  white,  spherical  or 
spindle-shaped  and  sharply  outlined.  Those  on  the  surface  are 
larger,  bluish-white,  with  slightly  irregular  outline ;  under  the 
microscope  the  colonies  often  appear  to  have  ridges  or  folds.  In 
some  cases  a  centre  is  visible,  but  it  is  the  exception.  The  gelatine 
is  never  liquefied.  It  was  thought  at  one  time  that  the  typhoid 
colony  was  very  characteristic,  with  its  yellowish  centre  and  bluish 
veil  of  irregular  outline  with  ridges  like  the  veining  of  a  leaf.  It  is 
now  known  that  the  colony  does  not  always  present  this  character- 
istic appearance,  and,  further,  that  there  are  several  species  of 
bacteria  in  water  which  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  typhoid 
bacillus  by  their  growth  on  the  gelatine  plate. 

When  grown  in  a  gelatine  tul)e,  a  moderately  conspicuous,  gray 
growth  appeal's  along  the  inoculation  line,  while  at  the  surface  there 
is  a  thin,  gray  skin  of  irregular  outline  which  spreads  toward  the 
wall  of  the  tube. 

On  the  agar  plate,  incubated  at  38°  C,  the  surface  colonies  are 
slightly  irregular,  bluish-white,  sometimes  having  a  white  centre. 
Those  below  the  surface  appear  yellowish-white  and  are  usually 
oval.  On  the  inclined  agar  tube  the  typhoid  bacillus  gives  a  well- 
defined,  smooth,  moist,  grayish  growth. 

When  grown  in  sterilized  milk  the  typhoid  bacillus  produces  no 
coagulation  and  but  a  very  slight  amount  of  acid.  It  is  not  possible 
to  detect  the  acid  with  litmus,  but  with  phenolphthalein,  which  is  a 
more  delicate  indicator  than  litmus  for  organic  acids,  it  can  be  shown 
that  a  slight  acid  fermentation  probably  takes  place.  The  milk  test 
is  manipulated  as  follows  :  The  milk,  drawn  fresh  from  the  cow  and 
as  nearly  sterile  as  possible,  is  taken  at  once  to  the  laboratory, 
tubed  and  sterilized,  five  cubic  centimeters  being  carefully  meas- 
ured into  each  test-tube.    The  tubes  are  sterilized  for  three-quarters 
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of  an  hour  on  three  successive  days.  From  time  to  time  the  appa- 
ratus and  doubtless  the  atmosphere  of  the  laboratory  contain  spore- 
forming  bacteria,  which  are  killed  with  great  diflSculty  at  steam 
temperature.  Notwithstanding  the  precautions  mentioned  above,  I 
have  frequently  found  that  some  of  the  tubes  of  milk  were  not 
sterile.  It  was  also  observed  that  the  species  which  were  not  killed 
at  steam  temperature  produced  coagulation.  Accordingly,  after  the 
tubes  have  been  sterilized  three  times  they  are  placed  in  a  theimostat 
at  38°  C.  for  twenty-four  hours.  After  another  sterilization  the 
tubes  which  had  a  growth  in  them  are  found  to  be  coagulated  and 
are  discarded.  Although  many  weeks  may  go  by  without  having 
difficulty  in  this  direction,  the  satisfaction  of  having  sterile  milk, 
and  of  knowing  that  it  is  such,  well  repays  the  additional  labor. 

The  tubes  are  inoculated  and  the  cultures  allowed  to  grow  for  two 
days  at  38°  C,  or  for  four  days  at  20°  C.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
they  are  examined  for  coagulation,  after  which  they  are  placed  in 
boiling  water  for  live  minutes,  and  the  coagulation,  if  any,  again 
noted.  The  second  observation  gives  uniformly  constant  results 
for  the  same  species,  whereas,  before  boiling,  the  coagulation  by 
many  species  is  sometimes  positive  and  sometimes  negative  even 
after  they  have  grown  in  the  milk  for  a  nmch  longer  time.  The 
great  advantage  of  this  procedure  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of 
the  Bacillus  coli  communiH,  which  ordinarily  takes  from  two  to  seven 
days  to  coagulate  milk.  If,  however,  a  culture  is  allowed  to  grow 
for  twelve  hours  at  38°  C,  and  is  then  placed  in  boiling  water, 
coagulation  at  once  follows.  In  explanation  of  this  fact  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  caseine  of  milk  is  precipitated  by  acid  (and  re- 
dissolved  by  alkali)  and  that  it  is  coagulated  by  heat  in  the  presence 
of  acid ;  therefore,  in  some  cases,  prol)al>ly,  the  acid,  although 
unable  to  precipitate  the  caseine,  is  sufficient  to  coagulate  it  in  the 
presence  of  heat.  The  facts,  however,  that  in  some  cases  a  small 
amount  of  acid  effects  precipitation  before  heating,  while  in  other 
cases  a  comparatively  large  amount  of  acid  produces  no  coagulation 
after  prolonged  heating,  point  to  further  chemical  changes. 

After  the  coagulation  has  been  tested,  the  milk  is  placed  in  an 
evaporating  dish  and  the  amount  of  acid  determined  by  titration 
against  a  twentieth-normal  solution  of  caustic  potash,  using  phe- 
nolphthalein  as  the  indicator.  As  is  well  known,  normal  milk  is 
acid  with  this  indicator,  the  five  cubic  centimeters  of  milk  requiring 
about  two  cubic  centimeters  of  a  twentieth-normal  solution  of  caustic 
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potash  for  neutralization.  This  blank,  which  is  determined  for  each 
lot  of  milk,  is  of  course  deducted  from  the  amount  of  caustic  potash 
required  to  neutralize  each  tube  of  milk  after  the  bacteria  have  grown 
in  it.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  there  is  a  great  advantsige  in  using 
this  indicator,  inasmuch  as  the  blank  is  sufficiently  acid  to  enable 
alkali,  if  present  to  a  moderate  extent,  to  be  estimated  as  well  as  if 
the  fermentation  had  been  an  acid  one. 

When  grown  in  a  peptone  solution  containing  potassium  nitrate, 
the  typhoid  bacillus  reduces  the  nitrate  to  nitrite.  The  explanation 
of  this  fact  seems  to  be  that,  among  the  decomposition  products  of 
the  peptone,  some  reducing  agent  or  agents  are  formed,  the  nitrate 
being  used  simply  as  an  indicator.  It  is  not  clearly  known  what  the 
reducing  agents  arc,  but  the  test  is  of  great  value  to  the  bacteriol- 
ogist, as  the  statements  of  Hera*us,  Fraukland  and  Jordan  have  sug- 
gested. After  many  hundreds  of  trials  upon  the  typhoid  bacillus,  the 
test  has  never  been  known  to  fail  if  made  with  proper  manipulation. 
This  method  is  also  of  great  seiTicc  in  the  differentiation  of  other 
species,  as  from  the  single  test  three  possibilities  may  result :  — 

(1)  The  nitrate  may  remain  as  such.  (2)  It  may  be  reduced 
to  nitrite.  (3)  It  may  be  reduced  completely ;  that  is,  to  ammonia 
or  to  free  nitrogen. 

The  solution  is  prepared  by  dissolving  one  gramme  of  peptone 
and  two-tenths  of  a  gramme  of  potassium  nitrate  in  one  litre  of  city 
water.  The  reason  that  this  water  is  used  rather  than  distilled 
water  is  because  it  contains  the  phosphates  and  other  inorganic  salts 
which  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  growth  of  the  bacteria.  The 
solution  is  rendered  alkaline  to  the  same  degree  as  ordinary  nutrient 
gelatine,  tubed,  sterilized,  inoculated,  and  the  bacteria  are  allowed 
to  grow  for  one  week  at  20^  C.  To  determine  in  what  condition 
the  nitrosren  is  present,  after  the  growth  of  the  bacteria,  a  test  for 
nitrites  is  first  made.  A  cubic  centimeter  of  the  solution  is  removed 
to  a  clean  test-tube,  containing  about  ten  cubic  centimeters  of  dis- 
tilled water  free  from  nitrites.  One  cubic  centimeter  each  of 
strongly  acid  sulphonilic  acid  and  of  napthylamine  hydrochlorate 
solution  are  added  ;  and  nitrites,  if  present,  are  indicated  by  a  pink 
color.  If  nitrites  are  present,  then  the  determination  is  sufficient ; 
but,  if  they  are  absent,  a  determination  of  nitrates  must  be  made,  in 
order  to  learn,  by  their  absence  or  presence,  whether  there  has  been 
a  complete  reduction,  or  none  at  all.  To  make  the  nitrate  determi- 
nation, the  tube  containing  the  solution  is  inverted  and  the  small 
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amount  of  solution  remaining  is  evaporated  to  dryness.  Phenolsul- 
pfaonic  acid,  water  and  caustic  soda  are  successively  added,  and  the 
presence  of  nitrates  is  indicated  by  the  production  of  a  yellow  color. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  known  that  the  presence  of  glucose 
enables  facultative  anaerobes  to  grow  luxuriantly  in  the  absence  of 
oxygen.  Taking  advantage  of  this  fact,  Dr.  Theobald  Smith*  of 
Washington  has  devised  a  method  which  we  have  found  to  be  of  the 
greatest  value  for  the  diagnosis  of  the  typhoid  bacillus.  The  solu- 
tion used  contains  two  per  cent,  glucose,  one  per  cent,  peptone,  live- 
tenths  per  cent,  common  salt,  and  is  rendered  alkaline  to  the  same 
degree  as  the  nutrient  gelatine  used  in  this  laboratory.  In  place  of 
the  U  tubes,  such  as  are  used  in  the  determination  of  sugar  in  urine, 
recommended  by  Smith,  small  test-tubes  bent  have  been  found  to 
answer  the  purpose  very  nicely.  The  tubes  are  bent  at  about  one 
inch  from  the  closed  end,  forming  an  interior  angle  of  75°.  The 
solution  is  poured  into  the  tube  till  the  closed  arm  is  filled  and  there 
stands  about  a  half-inch  in  the  open  one.  The  tube  is  plugged, 
placed  in  a  wire  basket  so  that  the  closed  arm  will  bo  in  an  inclined 
position,  and  sterilized  in  the  usual  manner.  After  boiling,  the  air 
in  the  closed  arm  rises  to  the  upper  end  and  nmst  be  removed  at 
once  to  prevent  reabsorption.  The  tubes  are  again  placed  in  a 
basket,  after  inoculation,  so  that  the  closed  arm  shall  be  in  an 
inclined  position. 

There  are  three  ways,  as  Smith  has  shown,  in  which  bacteria  may 
grow  in  this  tube:  (1)  Obligate  aerobes,  and  facultative  anaerobes 
which  are  not  motile,  do  not  grow  at  all  in  the  closed  arm.  (2) 
Facultative  anaerobes  which  are  motile  grow  into  the  closed  arm  and 
produce  a  turbidity.  The  typhoid  fever  bacillus  is  an  example  of 
this  class.  (3)  Some  facultative  anaerobes,  which  are  motile,  grow 
into  the  closed  arm,  producing  a  turbidity  as  do  the  last  class,  but 
they  also  liberate  gas.     Bacillus  coli  communis  is  an  example. 

This  test  has  been  found  to  be  of  special  value  in  this  laboratory, 
as  there  are  very  few  non-liquefying  bacteria  present  in  the  water  of 
the  Merrimack  River  which  belong  to  the  same  class  as  the  typhoid 
bacillus. 

The  observations  obtained  from  the  above  tests,  taken  tosjjether, 
have  proved  suflScient  to  differentiate  the  typhoid  bacillus  beyond 
all  reasonable  doubt  frcmi  every  species  of  bacteria  yet  met  with  in 


CentralblaU  fUr  Bakteriologie,  Bd.  VII.,  p.  602;  Bnd.,  Bd.  XL,  p.  367. 
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the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River  at  Lawrence.  By  these  means, 
also,  there  was  isolated  from  the  fteces  of  a  patient  sick  with  a 
typical  case  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  Lawrence  General  Hospital,  a 
bacillus  which,  after  long  study,  appeared  to  be  in  every  way 
identical  in  its  behavior  upon  culture  media  with  typhoid  fever 
cultures  obtained  from  Prudden  of  New  York  and  from  Chantemesse 
of  Paris.  The  faeces  were  passed  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  patient's 
illness.  In  the  course  of  these  investigations  eleven  examinations 
of  typhoid  faeces  and  three  of  typhoid  urine  were  made  in  which  the 
specific  organism  could  not  be  found. 

Of  the  various  other  special  culture  methods  and  media  which 
have  been  suggested  for  the  diagnosis  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  none 
have  proved  to  be  of  suflBcient  value  to  warrant  them  a  position  in 
the  scheme  for  the  differentiation  of  this  bacillus.  This  does  not 
necessarily  indicate,  however,  that  these  special  methods  and  media 
are  valueless  when  working  with  waters  difiTering  from  the  Merri- 
mack River  in  their  flora,  nor  is  it  claimed  that  the  observations 
outlined  above  are  sufficient  to  difllerentiate  absolutely  the  typhoid 
bacillus  from  all  other  species  of  bacteria. 

The  work  of  many  months  goes  to  show  that  before  any  degree  of 
certainty  can  be  reached  in  the  identification  of  the  typhoid  bacillus 
a  thorough  knowledge  must  be  had  of  the  ordinary  species  of  bacteria 
present  in  the  source  under  examination.  Until  recently  the  potato' 
test  was  used  to  difllerentiate  the  BaciUns  coli  communis  from  the 
typhoid  bacillus.  At  the  present  time,  after  careful  work  by  several 
investigators,  it  has  been  found  that  this  test  is  untrustworthy,  and 
in  its  place  there  are,  as  is  well  known,  three  apparently  unfailing 
tests,  namely:  (1)  when  grown  in  sterilized  milk  the  Bacillus  coli 
communis  produces  coagulation,  —  the  typhoid  bacillus  does  not; 
(2)  in  sterilized  milk  the  Bacillus  coli  communis  forms  acids,  —  the 
typhoid  bacillus  forms  a  very  slight  amount  or  none;  (3)  in  the 
Smith  test 'the  colon  bacillus  forms  a  turbidity  with  gas,  —  the 
typhoid  bacillus  a  turbidity  without  gas.  (Both  bacilli  reduce 
nitrate  to   nitrite  in  a  peptone  solution.) 

In  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  species  of  bacteria  in  the  source 
under  examination,  an  opportunity  is  aflbrded  to  ascertain  the  limits 
of  accuracy  of  the  methods  employed.  It  will  also  appear  if  there 
are  any  species  regularly  present  which  are  identical,  within  the 
limits  of  variability,  with  the  typhoid  bacillus  in  all  the  tests  em- 
ployed.    If  such  species  are  present,  then  new  methods  for  differ- 
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entiation  must  be  devised  ;  if  they  are  absent,  there  can  be  developed , 
from  a  classification  of  the  data,  a  scheme  of  procedure  which  will 
enable  the  typhoid  bacillus  to  be  most  readily  differentiated.  Thus 
it  has  been  learned,  after  frequent  examinations  covering  considera- 
bly more  than  a  year  and  involving  more  than  twenty-four  hundred 
species  determinations,  that  there  appear  to  be  no  other  non- 
liquefying  bacteria  in  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River  which 
coagulate  milk  and  also  produce  a  turbidity,  without  gas,  in  the 
Smith  test.  Accordingly,  when  a  sample  of  this  water  is  to  be 
examined  for  the  typhoid  bacillus,  "  fishes"  are  made  from  the  non- 
liquefying  colonies  upon  the  gelatine  plate  into  Smith  tubes.  Those 
cultures  which  produce  a  turbidity,  without  gas,  are  transferred  to 
milk  and  to  the  gelatine  tube.  From  the  data  thus  obtained  those 
species  which  are  not  typhoid  are  readily  thrown  out,  while  typhoid 
bacilli  may  be  subsequently  passed  through  all  the  tests  described 
above,  and  their  identity  confirmed. 

Much  labor  can  be  saved  by  the  use  of  the  agar,  instead  of 
the  gelatine  plate  culture,  grown  at  38°  C,  which  is  the  optimum 
temperature  for  the  typhoid  fever  bacillus,  but  is  so  high  as  to  inhibit 
the  growth  of  many  water  species. 

Summary. 

1.  After  prolonged  investigation,  it  has  been  found  that  it  is 
possil)le  to  separate  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever  from  all  other 
bacteria  hitherto  encountered  in  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

2.  The  potato  method  of  differentiation  is  for  this  organism  of  no 
diagnostic  value. 

3.  The  three  tests  which  have  been  found  to  be  highly  character- 
istic of  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever  are  (after  non-liquefaction)  : 
(1)  non-coagulation  of  milk;  (2)  non-formation,  or  formation  of  a 
very  slight  amount,  of  acid  in  milk;  (3)  production  of  a  turbidity, 
without  gas,  in  the  Smith  test. 

In  closing,  the  writer  wishes  to  express  his  obligations  to  Prof. 
W.  T.  Sedgwick  and  Mr.  Allen  Hazen  for  many  valuable  sugges- 
tions. 
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ON  UROGLENA, 


A  GENUS  OF  COLONY-BUILDING  INFUSOEIA  OBSERVED  IN 
CERTAIN  WATER  SUPPLIES  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


[With  Plates  I-IV-l 

From  time  to  time  there  has  been  observed  in  some  of  the  water 
supplies  of  Massachusetts  a  peculiar  organism  barely  visible  to 
the  naked  eye,  globular  in  form,  greenish-yellow  in  color,  and,  on 
superficial  examination,  closely  resembling  Volvox  Globator,  More 
recently  this  organism  has  appeared  in  great  abundance  in  the  water 
supplies  of  Norwood  and  Plymouth,  and,  while  not  accompanied  by 
any  marked  odor  in  the  ponds  or  reservoirs,  it  was  associated  with 
a  most  objectionable  odor  in  the  corresponding  tap  waters.  A 
careful  examination  soon  showed  the  organism  which  had  thus 
suddenly  appeared,  to  be  a  colony-forming  infusorian  belonging 
to  the  genus  Urofjlena  of  Ehrenberg,  a  form  almost  unknown  in 
America  and  only  very  recently  suspected  of  doing  damage  to 
water  supplies.  Advantage  was  at  once  taken  of  the  unusual  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  thorough  study  of  this  unfamiliar  organism,  and 
the  results  of  this  study  appear  in  the  following  pages. 

I  desire  at  the  outset  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Profes- 
sor Sedgwick,  whose  suggestions  and  friendly  advice  have  been  of  * 
invaluable  assistance  to  me  in  the  preparation  of  the  following  paper. 

From  the  biological  point  of  view,  Uroglena  is  of  great  interest  on 
account  of  its  rarity  and  its  colony-building  habit ;  while  from  the 
practical  point  of  view,  its  novelty  and  efficiency  as  a  producer  of 
offensive  odor  and  taste  in  water  supplies,  give  to  it  special  impor- 
tance. It  will  be  shown  in  the  sequel  that  in  this  respect  it  is  peculiar, 
since  it  appears  to  liberate  odoriferous  materials  by  disintegrating, 
instead  of  generating  odors  by  its  decay.  That  is,  its  odor  appears 
to  be  one  of  disintegration  rather  than  of  decomposition.  Another 
peculiarity  is  that  water  taken  from  a  pond  or  reservoir  may  be 
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crowded  with  colonies  of  Uroglena,  and  yet  emit  no  objectionable 
odor ;  while  the  tap  water  from  pipes  served  by  this  supply  may  con- 
tain no  colonies  of  Uroglenay  and  yet  emit  a  most  disagreeable,  oily 
odor.  It  seems  probable  that  Uroglena  is  not  really  rare,  but  it 
usually  occurs  in  clear  waters  which  are  seldom  examined  by 
microscopists,  and  the  rapid  disintegration  of  its  colonies  during 
transportation  may  have  caused  it  to  be  overlooked. 

I.     History. 

The  genus  UroglenUj  including  the  single  species  Volvox^  was 
established  by  Ehrenberg  *  in  1833.  It  is  figured  and  described  in 
his  great  work"  on  the  Infusoria,  f  It  appears  to  have  been  over- 
looked by  sul)sequent  workers  until  1878,  when  Btitschli,]:  finding 
Urot/Ima  in  moderate  abundance  near  Carlsruhe,  made  a  careful 
study  of  it.  In  the  same  year  Stein  included  it  in  his  work  on  the 
Infusoria ;  §  while  in  1881  W.  Savillo  Kent,  in  his  well-known 
treatise,  ||  devoted  much  space  to  Uroglena ^  and  made  numerous 
original  observations  upon  it. 

All  of  these  authors  describe  the  genus  as  consisting  of  one  species 
only, —  Uroglena  Volvox  of  Ehrenberg.  Btttschli,  in  his  revision 
of  the  Protozoa,  establishes,  for  Uroglena  a  sulvfamily,  the  Uro- 
glenince,  which  includes  but  one  genus,  Uroglena^  and  only  one 
species,  ]^oh'ox. 

From  the  fact  that  so  large  and  conspicuous  an  organism  was  not 
mentioned  in  the  forty  years  between  1838  and  1878,  it  would 
appear  that,  unless  it  was  overlooked,  it  was  scarce  in  Europe.  Perty 
and  Dujardin,  as  well  as  Fromentel,  appear  to  have  quite  neglected 
it,  for  in  their  works  there  is  no  mention  of  Uroglena  Volx^ox. 
Butschli,  however,  does  not  admit  that  Uroglena  Volvox  is  rare, 
and  even  ccmsiders  it  conmion.  Kent  does  not  state  whether  it  is 
common  or  rare,  although  he  mentions  the  fact  that  his  samples 
were  sent  to  him. 

Whether  scarce  or  not  in  Europe,  Uroglena  has  appeared  a 
dozen  times  or  more  during  the  last  three  years  in  the  public  water 


^  Abliamllun^cn  dcr  Berlin.    Akadcmic.    1833. 

t  Die  InfiiNionsthiero  als  vollkomnc  Oriiranisnicn.    Lcii)zig,  1838. 

X  Zeit*ichrift  for  Wissenschaftllche  'AwAa^^xit.    1878,  Bd.  XXX.,  p  205. 

^  Or^niHiiiUB  dcr  Iiifusionstliicre,  III.    1878. 

i;  Manual  uf  the  Infasoria,  I.    London,  1881. 
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supplies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  A  curious  fact  in 
regiird  to  its  appearance  in  America  is  that  it  has  been  observed 
chiefly  in  public  water  supplies.  We  believe,  that  in  many  of  these 
cases*  it  was  the  presence  of  Uroglena  which  rendered  the  water 
unfit  for  drinking  because  of  the  disagreeable  odor  and  taste.  Four 
conspicuous  instances  of  such  trouble  with  water  are  those  of  Middle- 
town  and  Meriden  in  Connecticut,  and  Norwood  and  Plymouth  in 
Massachusetts. 

Uroiflena  appears  to  have  been  first  recognized  in  America  by 
Conn,*  who  at  first  mistook  it  for  Volvox.  It  appeared  in  great 
quantities  in  the  reservoir  of  the  water  works  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  in  June,  188i),  and  presented  the  peculiar  characteristics 
of  enormous  development  in  the  reservoir,  and  absence  from  the  tap 
water.  The  water  from  the  reservoir  was  free  from  odor  but  the 
tap  water  was  most  objectionable. 

It  appeared  in  the  service  reservoir  of  a  neighboring  city,  Meriden, 
Connecticut,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  showing  similar 
peculiarities.  It  was  at  first  supposed  by  Williston,  who  inves- 
tigated it,  to  be  Volvox,  but  he  afterwards  identified  it  as  Uwglena^ 
and  drew  attention  to  its  occurrence  by  a  note  in  the  *'  Microscope," 
for  March,  181)0.  t 

In  the  course  of  the  regular  microscopical  examinations  of  the 
drinking  waters  of  Massachusetts,  forms  have  been  frequently  ol>- 
served  during  the  last  two  years  which  were  supposed  to  be  UrogJeua 
Volvox  (Ehbg.)  and  reported  as  such.  The  organisms  did  not 
a|:)pear  in  sufficient  numbers,  however,  to  require  special  study, 
until  February,  1892.  In  this  month  they  began  to  infest  Buck- 
master  Pond  in  Norwood,  until  there  were  as  many  as  1,300  of  the 
yellowish  spinning  spheroids  in  every  cubic  centimeter  of  the  water. 
This  growth  lasted  until  the  middle  of  June,  and,  during  most  of  the 
time,  weekly  examinations  of  the  water  were  made.  At  the  same 
time  the  water  of  Little  South  Pond  in  Plymouth  became  infested 
with  the  same  organism.  In  both  of  these  cases  the  appearance  of 
Uroglena  was  accompanied,  as  it  is  said  to  have  been  in  Middletown 
and  Meriden,  by  a  distinct,  peculiar  and  disagreeable  odor  and  taste. 

Specimens  of  Uroglena  have  been  observed  also  in  other  water 


•  Report  of  the  Water  Commissioners  for  1889.  Middletown,  Conn. 

t  Rejwrt  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Connecticut  for  1891,  imgc  394.    See  also  Report 
of  Smith,  in  the  same  volume,  pa;^»  384. 
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supplies  of  Massachusetts ;  but  the  organisms  have  been  found  to 
differ  to  such  an  extent  from  those  in  Norwood  and  Plymouth  that  a 
detailed  description  of  each  kind  observed  is  required.  It  is  par- 
ticularly  interestmg  to  observe  that  there  appears  to  be  also  a 
difference  between  the  several  kinds  in  respect  to  their  power  of 
producing  odors  in  water,  a  fact  which  points  to  important  and 
fundamental  physiological  differences. 

II.     The  Colonies. 

Urofflena^  as  found  in  Massachusetts,  exhibits  well-marked  species. 
In  all  cases,  however,  the  colony  forms  are  similar,  and  a  description 
of  one  may  suffice  for  all. 

The  colony  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye  (about  yj^"  in  diameter), 
but  with  a  hand  lens  it  can  be  more  clearly  made  out  as  a  minute 
globular  body  swimming  in  the  water  with  a  slow  and  spinning 
motion.  An  objective  of  low  power  reveals  the  characteristic 
features  of  the  colony,  and  shows  it  to  be  a  beautiful  spheroid, 
superficially  resembling  Volvox  Globator.  A  very  brief  examina- 
tion, however,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  quite  different  from 
VohoXy  being  composed  of  a  colorless  and  transparent  globe  of 
jelly  studded  with  yellowish-brown  monads  or  zooids.  (PI.  I.,  Fig. 
1,  and  PI.  IV.,  Fig.  1.) 

Prolonged  investigation  has  led  me  to  the  following  conclusions 
concerning  the  structure  of  these  globoidal  colonies.  They  consist 
of  spheroidal  bags  or  bladders  of  colorless,  transparent  and  watery 
jelly,  filled,  at  least  in  some  cases,  with  a  more  fluid  substance. 
The  jelly-like  shell  is  relatively  thin,  and  bears  in  its  thickness  a 
somewhat  larger  proportion  to  the  whole  mass  than  an  egg-shell 
bears  to  an  egg.  Imbedded  in  this  jelly-like  shell,  and  separated 
from  each  other  by  intervals  varying  from  one  to  three  times  their 
own  diameter,  are  the  living  monads.  Two  unequal  flagella  pro- 
trude from  each  monad,  and  these  give  to  the  whole  mass  a  motion 
like  that  of  a  ball  slowly  spinning  on  its  axis,  or  that  of  a  top  which, 
while  it  spins,  is  also  moving  forward.  The  evidence  that  some 
colonies  contain  a  central  fluid  is  drawn  from  the  fact  that  organisms 
have  been  repeatedly  observed  by  us  within  the  spheroid,  travelling 
alK)ut  with  apparent  ease.  The  colonies  are  so  soft  that  they  lose 
their  form  when  they  are  stranded  and  left  partly  exposed  to  the  air, 
that  is,  they  flatten  and  collapse  of  their  own  weight.     A  coverslip 
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easily  crushes  them,  and  when  they  are  thus  crushed  the  monads  are 
pressed  out,  and  either  mingle  with  the  jelly  in  a  confused  mass,  or 
arrange  themselves  in  circles.  (PI.  II.,  Fig.  1.)  The  colonies  vary 
in  size  from  200  to  360  microns,  the  average  diameter  of  the  Nor- 
wood specimens  being  275  microns. 

Ehrenbcrg,  by  describing  the  **  studded  coating  of  the  colony," 
indicates  that  he  perhaps  regarded  the  gelatinous  layer  as  enclos- 
ing; an  inner  substance.  BQtschli  affirms  that  the  contents  are 
evidently  fluid,  as  he  has  observed  organisms  swimming  abi»ut  within 
the  globe.  Stein,  on  the  other  hand,  regards  the  gelatinous  globe  as 
homogeneous.  It  will  be  observed  that  my  observations  confirm 
those  of  Ehrenberg  and  Btitschli. 

Broken  masses  of  colonies  are  frequently  seen,  reminding  one  in 
their  shape,  of  broken  egg-shells.  Pieces  with  only  one  or  two 
monads  have  been  seen  travelling  about,  their  flagelln  being  in  active 
motion.  While  these  facts  alone  might  warrant  the  assumption 
that  reproduction  of  the  colony  takes  place  by  division,  we  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  actually  observe  the  process.  When  first 
noticed,  the  colony,  moving  slowly  and  as  if  uncertain  which  way  to 
turn,  measured  about  360  microns  in  diameter,  and  presented  a 
flattened  appearance  with  a  minute  yet  distinct  furrow  on  one  side. 
This  furrow  gradually  increased  in  depth,  until  finally  the  two  por- 
tions were  connected  by  fi.  mere  band  of  monads  and  jelly.  In 
this  condition  one  part  would  revolve  in  one  direction  while  the  other 
pail  turned  in  the  opposite  directicm,  thus  giving  the  connecting 
band  of  jelly  a  considerable  wrench  or  twist.  In  about  thirty 
minutes  after  the  first  observation  the  two  portions  had  entirely 
separated  and  moved  apart,  each  with  a  much  more  nipid  motion 
than  that  of  the  original  colony. 

This  division  of  the  colony  cannot  be  considered  to  be  of  the  same 
character  as  that  of  simple  protoplasmic  forms.  It  is  rather  the 
result  of  mechanical  forces  acting  in  different  directions,  thus  liter- 
ally twisting  the  large  colony  mass  into  two  separate  portions.  It 
is  not  a  division  due  to  the  inherent  power  of  the  colony-pro- 
toplasm to  divide.  A  large  colony  is  an  unwieldy  mass  to 
revolve,  and  moves  only  when  the  vibrations  of  the  flagella  are  more 
or  less  synchronous.  If  the  vibrations  in  one  part  of  the  colony 
become  inharmonious  with  the  rest,  there  is  a  tendency  for  the 
different  parts  to  move  in  different  directions,  and  if  the  op|)osing 
forces  are  greater  than  the  power  of  cohesion  of  the  jelly  mass,  the 
colony  is  ruptured. 
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After  complete  sepai^ation,  the  broken  edges  of  each  pail  come 
together  and  form  two  spherical  or  spheroidal  colonies,  each  simihir 
to  the  original.  Colony  division  appears  to  be,  therefore,  a  physical 
rather  than  a  biological  phenomenon,  and  yet  it  prob.ibly  plays  an 
important  pait  in  the  multiplicaticm  of  Urogleua.  It  has  not  been 
detected  by  earlier  observers. 

In  all  colonies  there  are  from  two  to  ten  larger  spherical  cells, 
several  times  as  large  as  the  individual  monads.  These  have  a 
hard  cortical  layer,  and  contain  bright  green  spherules  which  are  in 
some  cases  so  abundant  as  to  fill  the  cell.  (PI.  IV.,  Fig.  3.)  The 
tough  «kin  of  these  bodies  enables  them  to  withstand  the  action  of 
acetic  acid  and  of  stains.  The\-  have  not  been  observed  l)y  us  to 
play  any  i)art  in  the  process  of  reproduction,  but  they  resemble 
reproductive  bodies,  or  their  function  may  be,  as  Kent  suggests, 
to  preserve  the  species  during  long  seasons  of  drought. 

In  some  colonies  the  whole  mass  is  clear  and  transparent  (PI.  IV., 
Fig.  1),  in  others  there  appi-ar  to  be  minute  rounded  pailicles  which 
arrange  themselves  radially,  giving  to  a  section  of  a  colony  the  appear- 
ance of  a  spoked  wheel.  (PI.  III.,  Fig.  1.)  In  still  others  there  are 
external,  foreign  and  apparently  syml>i()tic  forms  which  surround  each 
monad  concentrically,  and  which  lose  their  circular  arnmgement  on 
disruption  of  the  colony.     (PI.  I.,  Fig.  1  ;  also  PI.  II.,  Fig.  1.) 

In  dill'erent  species  of  Urofjhua  there  are  di  lie  rent  degrees  of 
resistance  in  the  colonies.  Some  disintegrate  immediately  upon 
demnirement  of  their  customarv  environment,  others  oiilv  after  con- 
siderable  time,  and  we  have  already  indicated  that  there  appears  to 
be  a  dillerencc  in  colonies  in  regard  to  the  production  of  odor  and 
taste  in  water. 

III.     TiiK  Monads. 

While  the  colony  forms  of  Urofjlena  in  the  different  spec'ies  in 
Massachusetts  are  much  alike,  the  monads  are  very  different.  There 
appear  to  be  at  least  three  separate  and  well-defined  types  of  the 
individual  monads,  although  they  all  possess  the  chamcteristics  of 
the  sub-family  l7ro(jleniu(v  and  the  genus  Uroglena^  as  laid  down  by 
Biitschli  in  his  well-known  work  on  the  Protozoa.  The  llagella  are 
always  two  in  number,  one  several  times  longer  than  the  other.  At 
the  base  of  the  long  ilagellum  is  a  large  red  eye-spot  slightly  protrud- 
ing from  the  periphery.  The  pigment  plates  are  two  in  number*  but 
frequently  so  closely  joined  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  them 
as  two.     Nuclei  have  been  observed  in  some  specimens,  Imt  not  in 
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all.  In  some  cases  a  large  ovate  amylaceous  body  is  quite  con- 
spicuous. The  three  typos  referred  to  were  not  found  together  nor 
in  the  same  locality,  but  appeared  in  widely  separated  sources  of 
water  supply,  and  for  each  source  the  particular  form  was  constant. 
The  principal  localities  were  a  storage  reservoir  at  South  Hadley 
Falls,  an  artificial  reservoir  at  Holyoke  and  natural  ponds  in  Nor- 
wood and  Plymouth. 

Af      Uroglena  radicUa^  n.  sp.     (  U.  Volvox,  Ehbg.  ?) 

At  first  sight  this  colony-form  suggests  Ehrenberg's  description 
of  Uroglena  Volvox.  Kach  colony  has  a  radiating  structure  from 
the  centre  outwards  as  far  as  the  jelly  mantle,  showing  that,  in 
these  cases  at  least,  the  spheres  are  not  simply  hollow,  and  also  that 
the  structure  is  not  homogeneous  throughout.  (Compare  PI.  III., 
Fig.  1.)  On  more  careful  examination,  however,  it  is  seen  that  these 
rays  are  not  in  the  least  similar  to  the  stalks  of  Vovticella^  to  which 
Ehrenberg  compares  the  posterior  prolongations  of  the  monads,  and 
which,  according  to  him,  unite  in  the  centre  of  the  globe.  They 
appear  somewhat  filiform,  but  suggest  merely  the  paths  or  wakes 
of  monads  in  a  gradual  change  from  their  position  in  the  colony  when 
it  was  small  to  their  position  on  the  periphery  of  the  enlarged  colony. 

This  species  is  of  special  interest,  because  the  question  has  been 
raised  whether  the  monads  of  Uroglena  Volvox  are  stalked  or  sessile. 
Ehrenberg,  as  has  just  been  said,  describes  them  as  furnished  with 
thread-like  processes  at  the  posterior  end,  similar  to  the  stalks  of 
Vorticella.  Btttschli  failed  to  find  these  processes,  and  doubts  their 
existence.  Stein  makes  no  mention  of  their  existence,  but  Kent's 
description  closely  follows  that  of  Ehrenberg.  As  is  shown  by  our 
figure,  there  is  in  this  species  a  constant  radial  structure  of  the 
colony,  but  the  rays  cannot  be  said  to  resemble  the  stalks  of 
Vorticella^  and  even  these  are  entirely  wanting  in  the  other  species 
that  have  come  under  our  observation.  I  am  disposed  to  regard 
this  species  as  similar  to,  though  not  identical  with,  that  observed  by 
Ehrenberg  and  Kent,  but  very  difierent  from  that  observed  by  Btttschli. 

The  monads  in  this  species  are  similar  to  the  individuals 
figured  by  Ehrenberg.  (PI.  III.,  Fig.  3,  a  monad  of  Uroglena 
radiata^  from  South  Hadley  Falls ;  Fig.  4,  a  monad  from  colony  o 
Uroglena  Volvox  after  Ehrenberg.)  The  chromatophores  are  two 
in  number  and  are  arranged  on  opposite  sides  of  the  body.  In  the 
centre  and  between  the  chromatophores  lies  the  nucleus.     Contrac- 
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tile  vacuoles  not  observed.  The  posterior  end  is  drawn  out  into  a 
hyaline  pointed  process.  There  is  one  red  eye-spot  situated  at  the 
base  of  the  long  flagellum.  Length  of  the  monads,  from  10  to  12 
microns;  breadtii,  5  microns;  length  of  ilagella,  15  and  5  microiis 
respectively.     This  form  appears  to  produce  no  odor  in  water. 


B.      Uroglena  Volvox^  Butschli.     (non  Ehbg.) 

The  colonies  of  Uroglena  from  Whiting  Street  Keservoir,  IIol- 
yoke,  were  smaller  and  more  active  than  any  we  had  seen  l>efore. 
On  examination  with  a  low  power,  each  colony  appeared  to  be  com- 
posed of  monadi«  similar  to  those  observed  in  the  specimens  just 
described.  The  most  striking  superficial  diiference,  however,  was 
the  presence  in  these  specimens  of  minute  bodies  which  seemed  to 
be  arrangedconcentrically  about  each  monad.  (PI.  I., Fig.  1.)  In  size 
and  shape  these  bodies  reseml)led  certain  bacterial  forms,  but  the  color 
(a  bluish-green)  excludes  them  from  this  group.  (PI.  II.,  Fig.  2.) 
Thev  were  about  4  microns  lon<r  and  1.5  microns  broad.  No  cilia 
and  no  ap{)endages  of  any  kind  were  observed,  but  they  were  seen  to 
move  about  whenever  the  colony  mass  was  subjected  to  pressure. 
This  motion  was  probably  due  to  the  current  made  by  the  contents 
of  the  spheroid  passing  out  between  the  individual  monads. 

Tlie  colonies  when  subjected  to  sudden  pressure  of  the  cover  glass 
invariably  sepamte  into  small  rings,  of  which  each  colony  forms  from 
two  to  eight.  The  circumference  of  each  ring  is  beset  with  monads. 
(PI.  IL,  Fig.  1.)  The  small  blue-green  bodies  never  remain  inside 
of  these  rings,  but  always  gather  around  the  monads  outside  of  the 
circumferiMice.  In  three  or  four  minutes  after  the  formation  of 
the  rings  the  monads  in  the  circumference  separate,  and  the  original 
colony  is  left  as  an  amorphous  mass.  The  motion  of  each  individual 
as  it  breaks  away  from  its  fellows  in  the  ring  is  quite  characteristic. 
The  fliigella  are  observed  to  be  in  active  motion,  when  suddenly 
something  seems  to  give  way,  and  the  monad  darts  forward  with 
an  impetus  which  carries  it  away  from  the  old  position  to  a  distance 
about  equal  to  its  own  length.  It  then  loses  its  original  shape  and 
forms  a  minute  sphere,  while  the  chromatophores  form  two  greenish- 
yellow  globular  masses  in  the  interior.     (PI.  II.,  Fig.  5.) 

A  somewhat  ditferent  result  is  obtained  by  a  slow,  steady  pressure 
of  the  coverslip.  Uy  this  the  colony  is  reduced  to  one  rather  lar^e 
ring  of  monads  ;  this  disintegrates  rapidly,  and  the  blue-green  bodies 
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collect  around  the  outside  as  before.  This  peculiar  circular  arrange- 
ment of  the  monads  under  pressure  is  very  characteristic  of  the 
Holyoke  species  of  Uroglena.  Colonies  from  South  Hadley  Falls 
and  other  places  act  in  an  entirely  different  manner.  These, 
when  either  suddenly  or  gradually  crushed,  merely  break  up  into 
amorphous  masses  of  individuals.* 

The  monads  of  the  Holyoke  species  are  long  (10  to  12  microns) 
and  have  broad  rounded  ends.  The  posterior  end  is  not  extended  into 
an  hyaline  spike,  nor  are  thei*e  tail-like  processes  uniting  in  the 
centre  of  the  colony.  The  chromatophores  are  two  in  number,  but 
not  clearly  defined.  The  nucleus  is  situated  at  the  posterior  end  of 
the  chromatophores  and  between  them.  There  is  one  red  eye-spot 
at  the  base  of  the  long  flagellum.  The  flagella  are  two  in  number 
and  of  unequal  length  (18  and  4  microns  respectively).  (PI.  II., 
Figs.  3  and  4;  compare  also  PI.  III.,  Fig.  2.)  Sporocysts,  from 
one  to  eight  in  number,  occur  in  each  colony.  No  odor  in  water 
appears  to  have  been  produced  by  this  species. 

C.     Uroglena  Americana  ^  n.  sp. 

The  Norwood  and  Plymouth  species  of  Uroghna^  which  appear  to 
be  identical,  impart  a  peculiar  and  disagreeable  odor  to  the  water, 
and  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  respects  this  species  is  different  from 
the  forms  already  described.  The  odor,  which  is  not  noticeable  in 
samples  taken  fresh  from  the  ponds,  becomes  very  distinct  and  un- 
pleasant when  the  samples  stand  for  some  time.  The  taste  is  dis- 
tinctly oily,  and  suggestive  of  fish.  The  Norwood  and  Plymouth 
colonies  of  Uroglena  disintegrate  very  readily  upoft  the  least  change 
in  the  conditions  surrounding  them.  Further  investigation  has  shown 
that  the  monads  composing  the  colonies  also  disintegrate  shortly  after 
the  colonies  break  up.  Each  monad  seems  to  possess  one  or  more 
minute  oil-like  globules,  which  in  seveml  cases  were  seen  to  exude 
from  the  mass  after  disintegration  of  the  individual.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  study  this  oil-like  substance  by  concentniting  a  great 
number  of  colonies  and  treating  them  with  gasoline  and  ether.  Upon 
evaporation  of  the  water  and  gasoline  the  watch  glasses  used,  were 
found  to  be  covered  with  a  distinct  oil-like  coating,  which  gave  off  an 
intensely  strong  and  disagreeable  odor.  From  these  facts,  together 
with  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  decomposition,  as  shown  by 
bacterial  and  chemical  analyses,  we  may  perhaps  conclude  that  the 
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odor  nnd  the  taste  observed  in  the  water  were  due  to  the  libera- 
tion of  an  oil  contained  in  the  individual  monads  and  not  to  their 
decay. 

Upon  crushing  the  colonies  with  a  coverslip,  the  monads  sepai'ate 
and  form  an  amorphous  mass  with  the  jelly.  There  is  no  indi- 
cation of  a  consistency  sufficient  to  enable  the  monads  to  form  rings, 
as  in  specimens  of  Uroghna  Volvox.  Reproduction  of  the  colony 
by  division,  as  already  described,  was  observed  in  this  fonn.  After 
division  of  the  colony,  portions  might  be  seen  with  ragged  edges 
resembling  broken  egg-shells.  We  have  not  seen  these  portions 
of  colonies  develop  into  complete  globes,  as  we  were  unable  to 
preserve  the  specimens  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time ;  but  it  is 
probable  that,  under  favorable  conditions,  the  colony  is  completed 
and  rounded  by  continued  division  of  the  monads. 

Although  division  of  the  monads  was  not  observed,  cells  were 
seen  inside  of  the  colony  stocks  showing  different  stages  in  a 
process  of  division.  This  may  have  been  a  formation  of  sporocysts 
rather  than  of  new  monads.  (These  stages  are  figured  on  PI.  IV., 
Fig.  4,  A,  B,  C,  D  and  E.)  Kent  states  that  the  individuals  may 
divide  into  eight,  but  we  have  not  observed  this  stage.  Monads  were 
also  seen  to  swim  about  inside  of  the  colony,  but  whether  these  were 
new  forms  or  old  monads  withdrawn  from  the  periphery  was  not 
determined. 

The  monads  in  the  Norwood  variety  are  spherical  in  form, 
and  measure  from  5  to  7  microns  in  diameter.  The  ends  are  not 
rounded  or  pointed,  as  IJiitschli  dcscril)es  them  in  Urogleiia  VoU 
vojf,  nor  are  there  tails  or  stalks,  such  as  arc  described  for  the 
latter  by  Ehrenberg  and  Kent.  There  are  two  flagella,  the 
principal  one  13  microns  in  length,  the  other,  or  associate  flagel- 
lum,  only  2.  Motion  of  the  chief  flagellum  is  undulatory.  Each 
monad  bears  one  red  eye-spot,  oval  in  shape  and  situated  close 
to  the  base  of  the  long  flagellum.  (PI.  IV".,  Fig.  2.)  Each 
cell  contains  a  nucleus,  vacuoles  and  pigment  plates.  The 
chromatophores  appear  to  be  undivided  in  some  cases,  or,  if  divided, 
the  parts  are  so  closely  joined  together  that  they  cannot  be  distin- 
guished. In  such  cases  the  chlorophyl  seems  to  foiiu  a  sac  in  which 
the  nucleus  lies.  Vacuoles  (usually  two,  non-contractile)  are  placed 
without  order  in  the  cell. 
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From  what  has  now  been  shown,  it  is  evident  that  Uroglena  is  not 
rare  in  Massachusetts,  and  that  it  appears  in  well-defined  species. 
It  appears  to  us  that  in  Europe  also  there  is  probably  more  than  one 
species,  and  that  this  fact  accounts  for  the  different  characteristics 
assigned  by  Ehrenberg,  Butschli  and  Kent  to  Uroglena  Volvox.  We 
have  hesitated  to  propose  new  species.  But,  while  we  have  un- 
questionably been  dealing  with  Uroglena,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
identify  any  of  our  species  with  Uroglena  Volvox  of  Ehrenberg  or 
of  Kent.  One  form  is  apparently  identical  with  Uroglena  Volvox  as 
described  by  Btitschli  in  1878,  but  the  others  differ  from  this  and 
from  each  other  so  widely  as  to  demand  complete  separation. 

It  is  interesting  to  remark  that,  while  superficially  resembling 
VolvoXy  Uroglena  differs  from  it  entirely.  The  monads  appear  to 
be  in  Uroglena  wholly  distinct  one  from  another ;  the  two  flagella 
are  unequal ;  and,  most  important  9f  all,  there  appears  to  be  no 
indication  whatever  of  sex  such  as  Volvox  exhibits.  The  endogo- 
nidia  or  sporocysts,  it  is  true,  superficially  resemble  the  highly 
differentiated  sexual  bodies  of  Volvox.  We  have  had  very  unusual 
opportunities  for  studying  Urogleiiay  but  we  have  never  been  able 
to  make  out  in  the  sporular  bodies  anything  approaching  to  sexual 
elements.  The  division  of  the  colony  which  BUtschli  regards  as 
*'not  improbable"  we  have  actually  observed.  It  may  be  added 
that,  having  followed  for  months  the  abundant  development  of 
Uroglena  in  reservoirs,  we  have  never  observed  the  slightest 
tendency  towards  development  into  Volvox  or  anj-  other  form. 
Uroglena  appears  to  be  unquestionably  a  distinct  genus,  of  which 
there  are  at  least  three  well-marked  species,  as  here  indicated. 

A  more  complete  account  of  the  odors  produced  by  the  disintegra- 
tion of  Uroglena,  and  its  occurrence  in  particular  water  supplies, 
will  appear  in  a  future  report. 


PLATE  I. 

A  colony  of  Uroglena  Volvox,  BUtscbll  (non  Ebbg.),  ftrom  Whiting  Street  Reser- 
▼olr,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  showing  monads,  sporocysts  and  arrangement  of  the  small 
blue-green  bodies,     (x  860.) 

PLATE  n. 

Fig.  1.  Portion  of  the  colony  represented  in  PI.  I.,  showing  the  circular  arrange- 
ment of  the  monads  and  blue-green  bodies,  after  colony  is  crushed  with 
a  coverslip.     (x  360.) 

Fig.  2.    Blue-green  bodies,     (x  5500.) 

Fig.  3.    Monads  from  colony  represented  in  PI.  I.     (x  2000.) 

Fig.  4.  Side  view  of  monads,  showing  nucleus  lying  between  the  chromatophore 
plates,     (x  2300.)     (Compare  with  PI.  III.,  Fig.  2.) 

Fig.  6.  Form  assumed  by  monad  after  breaking  away  f^om  its  fellows;  chr., 
chromatophore  plates,     (x  2500.) 


PLATE  m. 

Fig.  !•  Optical  section  of  a  colony  of  Uroglena  radiaUiy  n.  sp.  (  Uroglena  T'b7roz, 
Khbg.?),  fh>m  South  Hadley  Falls,  Mass.,  showing  radial  structure 
of  the  interior,  (x  275.)  (This  figure  Is  drawn  firom  a  mounted 
specimen,  and  represents  the  original  colony  after  being  crushed 
with  a  coverslip.) 

Fig.  2.  Group  of  monads  fh>m  a  colony  of  Uroglena  Volvox,  highly  magnified. 
(After  BUtschll.)     (Compare  with  PI.  II.,  Figs.  3  and  4.) 

Fig.  3.    Monad  from  a  colony  of  Uroglena  radiata,   (x  2800.)  (Compare  with  Fig.  4.) 

Fig.  4.  Monad  from  a  colony  of  Uroglena  Vvlvox.  (After  Ehbg.)  (Compare  with 
Fig.  3.) 


PLATE  IV. 

ig.  1.     Hemlspheroid    of  Uroglena   Americana,  n.  sp.,  from  Norwood,   Mass. 
(x  350.) 

Fig.  2.  Monads  from  the  same  colony,  (x  2500.)  ^  and  F  specimens  showing 
oil-like  globules,  /^specimen  treated  with  acetic  acid;  2?,  C,  D  and  E 
specimens  showing  positions  of  chromatophores  and  nuclei. 

Fig.  3.    Sporocysts  from  a  colony  of  Uroglena,     (x  2000.) 

Fig.  4.    Different  stages  in  the  division  of  the  monads  within  the  colony,    (x  2500.) 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


FOOD  AND  DEUG  INSPECTION. 


The  following  report  comprises  a  statement  of  the  operations 
of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts  of  1882  and  the  amend- 
ments of  later  years. 

The  following  analysts  and  inspectors  have  constituted  the 
working  force  of  the  Board,  as  in  the  previous  year :  —  • 

Dr.  Bexxett  F.  Davenport, AtuUysL 

Dr.  CuARLES  IIarrin(»ton, Analyst, 

Prof.  Charles  A.  Goessmann, Analyst, 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Worcester, Analyst, 

John  H.  Terry, Inspector. 

John  F.  McCaffrey, Inspector, 

Horace  F.  Davis, Inspector. 

The  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during 
the  year  was  5,294,  making  the  total  number  of  samples  ex- 
amined under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  relating  to  food  and 
drug  inspection  40,965. 

The  following  summary  presents  the  classified  statement  in 
brief  of  the  work  done  during  the  year :  — 

Number  of  samples  of  food  examined, 4,870 

•*               "               "      found  to  be  pure, 3,206 

•*  "  **      adulterated,  or  not  conforming  to  the 

statutes, 1,664 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 34.2 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  (included  above), 2,726 

"                "                "      above  standard, 1,629 

"               "               "      below  standard,or  otherwise  adulterated,  1,097 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 40.2 
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Number  of  samples  of  drugs, 424 

of  good  quality, 352 

Dot  conforming  to  the  statutes,    .        .  72 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 17.0 

Total  examinations  of  food  and  drags, 5,294 

"  "  of  good  quality, 3,558 

**  *'         not  conforming  to  the  statutes,  ....     1,736 

Percentage  of  adulteration, •       .82.8 

A  further  sam».ry  fa  .U«  pr<„«.W,  for  th.  purpo™  of 
comparison  with  the  work  of  previous  years :  — 
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An  increase  of  the  appropriation  for  this  department  of  the 
work  of  the  Board,  from  $10,000  to  $11,500,  has  enabled  the 
Board  to  enlarge  its  operations,  so  that  the  entire  time  of 
three  inspectors  has  been  occupied  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  in  the  work  ot  collecting  samples,  entering  complaints  in 
court,  conducting  prosecutions  against  offenders,  and  such 
other  duties  as  were  assigned  to  them. 

The  whole  number  of  samples  collected  during  the  year  has 
not  been  so  great  as  that  of  1890,  a  greater  portion  than  usual 
of  the  time  of  the  inspectors  having  been  devoted  to  the  investi- 
gation of  special  cases  of  food  adulteration. 

As  in  former  years,  the  collection  and  analysis  of  samples  of 
milk  and  milk-products  occupied  a  large  share  of  the  time  both 
of  inspectors  and  of  analysts,  as  re(juired  by  the  statutes.  The 
justice  of  this  provision  of  the  law  is  proven  by  the  extreme 
importance  of  these  articles  in  the  food  economy  of  the  popula- 
tion as  well  as  their  liability  to  fraud. 

A  cojisiderablc  part  of  the  work  of  analysis  in  the  earlier 
years  of  work  has  been  devoted  to  the  subject  of  the  normal 
quality  of  milk  as  produced  by  the  cow,  and  a  pamphlet  pul>- 
lished  by  the  Board  in  1885,  but  now  out  of  print,  gave  the 
quality  of  milk  as  produced  l)y  about  six  hundred  cows  in  the 
State.  The  averages  of  all  these  showed  that  the  standard 
adopted  by  the  statute  was  a  little  below  the  general  average  of 
animals  throughout  the  State,  this  general  average  for  total 
solids  l)eing  found  to  be  between  1.-3.2  and  13.3  per  cent. 

A  recent  published  statement  of  the  quality  of  milk  of 
En^rlisli  dairies  verv  closely  confirms  the  same  standard,  bein<r 
sliffhtlv  lower.  Prof.  P.  Vieth  of  the  British  Society  of  Public 
Analysts  having  examined  120,510  samples  of  dairy  milk  in  the 
eleven  years,  1881-91,  found  that  the  average  of  the  whole 
gave  the  following  result :  — 

Per  (Viit. 

Tot:il  s<)li<ls, 12.9 

Fat 4.1 

Solids  not  fat 8.8 

As  a  general  rule,  the  figures  presented  by  Professor  Vieth 
show  that  the  milk  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  slightly 
below,  and  that  of  the  last  half  slightly  above,  the  yearly 
avenige.  In  commenting  upon  the  effect  of  seasons  upon  milk, 
the  same  writer  says  :  — 
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A  batl  season  for  hay-making  is,  in  my  experience,  almost  invari- 
ably followed  by  a  particularly  low  depression  in  the  quality  of 
milk  toward  the  end  of  winter.  Should  the  winter  be  of  unusual 
severity  and  length,  the  depression  will  be  still  more  marked.  Long 
spells  of  cold  and  wet,  as  well  as  of  heat  and  drought,  during  the 
time  wlien  cows  are  kept  on  pasture,  also  unfavorably  influence  the 
quality,  and,  I  may  add,  the  quantity,  of  milk. 

The  ioregoing  remarks  have  reference  only  to  milk  as  re- 
garded from  the  stand-point  of  chemical  analysis.  To  a  certain 
extent  this  view  of  the  subject  has  a  bearing  upon  the  public 
health,  since  the  addition  of  water  to  milk,  or  the  abstraction 
of  cream,  impairs  its  quality  as  nutriment  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  the  adulteration.  Strangely  enough,  the  pretence  is 
often  urged  by  milk  producers  that  milk  containing  11  or  12 
per  cent,  of  total  solids  is  quite  as  wholesome  or  nutritious  as 
that  which  contains  13  or  14  per  cent,  of  solids.  The  absurdity 
of  this  argument  is  plain  enough,  since,  if  it  were  true,  it  might 
reasonably  be  asserted  that  milk  having  7  or  8  per  cent,  of 
solids  is  as  wholesome  as  that  which  has  11  per  cent.,  and  so 
on  ad  injinitesimum. 

But,  while  the  statutes  take  cognizance  of  this  view  of  the 
subject,  and  provide  an  adequate  penalty  for  the  protection 
of  the  consumer  from  this  departure  from  the  standard,  there 
are  other  considerations  which  are  almost  wholly  neglected  by 
the  statutes,  and  these  relate  to  the  conditions  which  can  only 
be  determined  by  the  careful  processes  of  bacteriological 
analysis,  and  by  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  under  which 
milk  is  produced,  prepared  for  market,  stored  and  transmitted 
from  the  producer  to  the  consumer.  A  thorough  discussion  of 
this  question  has  been  published  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick,  in 
an  address  before  the  Society  of  Arts,  in  December,  181)1,* 
entitled,  ''  Milk  Supply  and  Public  Health." 

In  this  paper  he  showed,  after  several  trials,  that  milk  could  be 
drawn  from  a  healthy  cow's  udder  which  would  be  absolutely  sterile, 
that  is  to  say,  free  from  all  bacteria.  In  passing  to  the  consideration 
of  milk  as  consumed  by  different  classes  of  people,  he  goes  on  to  say, 
with  reference  to  the  milk  of  the  country  family,  at  the  dairy  of  pro- 
duction,   '*pure"  milk  may  possibly  be  delined  as  milk  which  has 

•  Technology  Quarterly,  December,  1891,  Vol.  4,  No.  4,  p.  365. 
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not  been  watered  or  adulterated.  It  is  sometimes  so  dotlncd.  Bat 
normal  milk  cannot  be  defmed  in  tliis  wav.  Milk  drawn  from  a 
clean,  well-kept  Ilolstein  cow,  in  a  good  stable,  was  receiveil  into 
sterilized  bottles,  and  yielded  an  average  of  .'>;U)  bacteria  per  cubic 
centimeter.  When  an  onlinary  llaring  milk-pail  was  used,  and 
little  care  was  taken  to  exclude  «ludt  from  the  stable  or  from  the  eow, 
an  average  of  .*»0,.'>00  per  cubic  centimeter  was  found.  Still  later, 
when  served  upon  the  table,  the  same  milk  was  found  to  eontain  over 
6I»,rMM)  per  cubic  centimeter.  The  stables  and  the  milkmen  in  these 
cases  were  unusually  clean. 

There  are,  therefore,  two  principal  sources   of   contamination    in 
ordinary  milk  at  the  dairy  of  production ;    namely,   contamination 
during  the  act  of  milking,  and   the  natural   multiplication  of    the 
bacteria  thus  introduced  during  the  interval  between  milking  and 
the  consumption  of  the  milk.     The  result  of  these  investigations  was 
to  fallow  that  even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  cow's  milk 
as  ordinarih*  drawn  becomes  almost  necessarily  infested  with  hosts 
of  pntrefactivc  bacteria  at  the  very  outset.     Under  worse  conditions, 
with  unclean  stables  and  dirty  milkmen,   to  say  nothing  of    half- 
cleaned  pails  and  cans,  it  is  easy  to  understand  why  milk  swarms 
with  bacteria ;  and,  if  we  allow  time  also,  the  wonder  is  not  that  it 
contains  so  many  germs,  but  rather  that  it  is  still  potable  at  all.  .   .   . 
This  rich  animal  fluid,  sterile  at  the  start,  but  drawn  by  unclean  bands 
into  half-cleaneil  pails,  and  meantime  sprinkled  above  by  the  dust  of 
the  stable,  by  hairs,  dandruff,  dirt  and  particles  of  excrement  from 
the  skin  and  udder  of  the  cow,  vigorously  shaken  by  the  milker  or 
brushed  by  his  hat,  becomes  infested  with  organisms.     That  these 
n)nUi[)ly  swiftly  and  enormously  in  the  warm,  rich  fluid,  well  aerated 
by  the  act  of  milking,  is  a  natural  consequence  of  favorable  con- 
ditions. 

In  city  milk  Professor  Sedgwick  found  an  average  of  2,3.>."i,.*iOO 
b.icteria  per  cubic  centimeter  in  fifty-seven  samples  examined  in  the 
flpring  of  IS'JO.  The  average  number  of  bacteria  in  sixteen  samples 
collecti'd  from  groceries  was  4,") 7 7, 000  per  cubic  centimeter.  The 
milk  of  groceries  is  usually  older  than  that  which  is  obtained  from 
wagons.  Forty- four  samples  taken  on  arrival  of  milk-cans  at  railway 
stations  showed  an  average  of  over  r)00,000  per  cubic  centimeter, 
the  extremes  being  r>, 004 ,000  and  2,200.  These  observations  were 
repeated  in  1891  with  similar  results. 

With  special  care  milk  can  be  and  is  regularly  delivered  in  some 
instances  in  the  city  with  much  greater  freshness  and  purity  than  the 
foregoing  figures  indicate.  The  two  principal  conditions  which  Pro- 
fessor Sedgwick  believes,  from  these  investigations,  to  contribute  to 
the  abundance  of  bacteria  in  milk  delivered  for  sale  in  the  city  are 
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tincleanness  and  stateness.    The  former  furnishes  the  seeds  of  decom- 
position, the  latter  the  time  for  their  development. 

It  remains  to  inquire  what  is  the  probable  effect  of  this  condition 
of  the  milk  supply  on  the  health  of  the  community.     Here  we  are 
very  much  in  the  dark.    There  can  be  no  question  that  most  of  the 
milk  is  consumed  when   cooked,  and  even  when  raw,  without  the 
least  apparent  injury  and   with  great  apparent  benefit.     But  it  is 
probably  also  true  that  the  use  of  stale  and  partially  decomposed 
milk,  charged  with  living  bacteria,  has  its  effects  upon  invalids  and 
children,  and  particularly  upon  infants,  and  that  these  effects  are  not 
alwnys  beneficial.     It  is  possible  that  one  explanation  of  the  great 
mortality  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  especially  of  bottle- 
fed  children,  is  to  be  sought  for  in  this  direction.     It  will  not  do  to 
argue,  because  healthy  adults  drink  polluted  and  stale  milk  without 
obvious  injury  and  with  evident  benefit,  that  invalids  and  infants 
may  safely  do  the  same.     In  order  to  learn  the  consequences  of  a 
battle,  the   investigator  must  examine   not  merely  the  survivors ; 
he  must  consider  the  fallen.     If  it  be  admitted  that  city  infants, 
children  and  invalids  require  normal  cow's  milk,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  they  are  now  rarely,  if  ever,  fortunate  enough  to  get  it.     Many 
parents  who  are  fastidious  to  the  last  degree  concerning  their  own 
wine  or  table  linen,  provide  for  their  children  cow's  milk  which  is 
both  stale  and  filthy.     It  is  safe  to  say  that,  if  our  soups  or  our 
drinking  water  were  drawn  from  cows,  in  remote  and  obscure  stables, 
by  ordinary  milkmen,  and  shipped,  manipulated  and  delivered  as  our 
milk  supply  is,  we  should  appreciate  and  resent  the  pollution.     At 
present,  however,  so  far  as  mere  pollution  is  concerned,  it  is  probably 
true  that  milk  is  actually  improved  by  the  addition  of  pure  water. 
The  public  inspection  of  milk  in  America  is  usually  directed  mainly 
to  the  prevention  of  fraud ;  rarely,  if  ever,  to  the  question  of  pollu- 
tion, or,  except  in  a  general  way,  to  the  protection  of  the  public 
health. 

With  reference  to  the  proper  remedy  for  this  condition  of  an 
important  food  supply.  Professor  Sedgwick  continues  :  '*  In  view  of 
all  these  facts,  we  may  as  well  ask  ourselves  whether,  in  the  place 
of  private  care  and  watchfulness,  we  have  provided  any  eflicient  or 
adequate  inspection  of  the  stables  from  which  the  milk  supply  comes, 
or  any  even  approximately  adequate  supervision  of  it  after  its  arrival. 
There  is  at  present,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  systematic  inspection 
whatsoever  of  the  farms,  stables,  or  herds  from  which  public  milk 
supplies  come.  After  its  arrival  in  the  city,  inspectors  protect  us 
more  or  less  effectively  from  its  adulteration  with  water.  The 
dwellers  in  cities  take  such  milk  as  comes,  asking  no  questions. 
They  have  surrendered  their  primitive  safeguards,  and  have  placed 
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none  in  their  stead.  By  the  present  system  of  inspection  we  are 
protected  from  fraud,  but  not  from  filth  or  disease.  Public  milk 
supplies  may  not  legally  be  watered,  but  they  may  be  stale  or 
polluted  or  infected." 

The  foregoing  extract  deserves  thoughtful  consideration,  in 
consequence  of  its  direct  bearing  upon  public  health  as  affected 
by  the  milk  supply.  It  shows  very  conclusively  the  reasons 
for  the  liability  incun'cd  by  milk  consumers,  especially  in 
cities,  to  attacks  of  infectious  diseases.  Localized  epidemics 
of  typhoid  fever,  as  well  as  other  diseases,  limited  to  the 
patrons  of  some  pailicular  dairy,  are  by  no  means  of  rare 
occurrence,  as  has  been  shown  in  previous  reports  of  this  Board. 
The  present  milk-inspection  laws  have  little  effect  in  preventing 
such  outbreaks.  Such  was  not  their  original  intention.  The 
law  of  18811,  to  prevent  the  feeding  of  garbage  and  offal  to 
milch  cows,  has  a  very  limited  application,  since  it  must  be 
shown  in  every  complaint  entered  under  this  act  that  the 
person  collecting  such  garbage  acts  under  authority  of  a  city  or 
town,  either  by  contract  or  otherwise. 

At  present  the  greatest  difficulty  in  controlling  the  sanitary 
condition  of  dairy  farms  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  parties  having 
the  greatest  interest  in  them,  that  is  to  say,  the  milk  consura- 
ei"s,  have  no  authority  over  them ;  since  the  consumers  live 
mainly  in  the  cities  and  large  towns,  often  at  a  distance  of 
twenty-five,  fifty  and  occasionally  even  a  hundred  miles  from 
the  source  of  supply.  Prol)ably  the  greater  portion  of  the 
milk  consumed  in  Massachusetts  is  produced  in  a  different 
county  from  that  in  which  the  consumers  live,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  in  a  different  State.  Hence  jurisdiction  cannot  l>e 
assumed  over  dairy  farms  by  the  majority  of  the  persons 
having  the  greatest  interest  in  them.  In  England  consideral)Io 
progress  has  been  made  by  the  enactment  of  a  '*  dairy  and  cow 
shed"  act,  which  has  been  already  quoted  in  the  report  of  this 
Board  for  1886.  The  Board  of  Health  of  Boston  has  already 
published  a  regulation  having  the  same  commendable  object  in 
view.  This  regulation,  however,  applies  only  to  those  few 
cows  and  the  places  in  which  they  are  kept  which  lie  within 
the  city  limits,  while  the  far  greater  numl>er  are  beyond  the 
control  of  the  local  board  of  health.     Some  other  and  more 
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general  legislation  seems  necessary,  therefore,  before  decided 
improvement  can  be  expected  throughout  the  milk-producing 
districts  of  the  State  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  dairy  farms. 

Improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  character  of  many  of  the 
articles  of  food  sold  within  the  State  since  the  beginning  of  the 
enforcement  of  the  present  food  acts.  The  following  may  be 
cited  as  an  example.  In  the  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
1^84  comment  was  made  upon  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  quality 
of  vinegar  as  offered  for  sale  in  the  State.  Tne  result  of  this 
inquiry  was  a  reduction  in  the  standard  required,  from  5  per 
cent,  of  acetic  acid  (for  cider  vinegar)  to  4.60  per  cent.  Out 
of  273  samples  obtained  at  that  time,  107,  or  39  per  cent,  of 
the  whole,  had  more  than  4.50  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid,  the 
balance,  or  61  per  cent.,  being  deficient,  and  therefore  amen- 
able to  the  action  of  the  statutes. 

In  contrast  to  'the  foregoing,  the  following  were  all  of  the 
samples  taken  in  two  months  recently,  mostly  in  Boston  and 
in  neighboring  cities  and  towns.  These  were  mainly  from 
groceries :  — 

Samples  of  Vinegar  collected  in  May  and  June  in  Boston  ayid  Other 

Cities, 


Sample 
Numbor. 

Total  Solldf. 

Per  Cent,  of 

!    Acetic  Acid. 

1 

Sample 
Namber. 

Total  Solids. 

Per  Cent,  of 
Acetic  Add. 

6883 

3.24 

6.67 

7003 

1.35 

4.75 

6895 

.94 

4.82 

7011 

3.37 

5.85 

6899 

3.67 

4.90 

84«»2 

2.60 

4.62 

6901 

2.16 

6.46 

8^04 

2.62 

4.46 

6907 

2.70 

6.80 

8674 

2.69 

4.66 

6913 

2.27 

4.76 

8938 

2.70 

6.30 

6923 

2.10 

4.80 

8940 

1.40 

4.30 

6933 

1.88 

6.26 

9240 

3.61 

4.40 

6209 

2.20 

6.66 

9264 

1.98 

5.60 

6236 

2.67 

4.97 

12708 

5.13 

4.36 

6237 

1.69 

6.66 

12712 

1.86 

6.76 

6483 

.26 

4.36 

12719 

1.70 

5.23 

6487 

2.09 

4.67 

12722 

2.96 

6 .  66 

6616 

2.67 

4.62 

12862 

1.73 

6.(6 

6717 

2.47 

6.88 

12868 

3.13 

5.14 

6719 

.17 

4.92 

12861 

8.83 

5.00 

6721 

2.00 

4.86 

12864 

2.17 

4.72 

6723 

2.18 

4.75 

12992 

3.60 

5.12 

6727 

3.00 

4.86 

12996 

8.07 

5.04 

6729 
6731 
6733 

.43 

2.20 
2.99 

4.69 
4.86 
4.96 

Avera«rc>,41 
samples, 

2.36 

6.01 
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Of  these  samples,  41  in  number,  five  only,  or  12  per  cent., 
had  less  than  the  required  ratio  of  acetic  acid,  and  even  these 
5  were  very  near  the  standard  of  requirement.  The  avenij^e 
percentage  of  the  41  samples  in  acetic  acid  was  5.01,  while 
that  of  the  collection  made  in  1884  was  only  4.27.  The 
range  of  the  collection  of  41  recently  made  was  but  slight, 
the  highest  having  5.85  per  cent,  and  the  lowest  4. .'30  per  cent, 
of  acetic  acid.     The  average  solids  of  the  41  samples  was  2.3(5. 

CONFKCTIONEKY. 

Within  the  past  few  years  the  introduction  of  glucose  as  an 
ingredient  of  diiferent  food  products  has  greatly  reduced  the 
price  of  the  cheaper  sorts  of  confectionery,  and  has  resulted  in 
its  increased  consumption.  Many  samples  have  been  obtained 
as  ollered  for  sale  in  dillerent  parts  of  the  States,  and  have 
been  submitted  to  analysis  from  time  to  time,  but  very  rarely 
has  any  injurious  ingredient  been  found.  In  one  instance  an 
itinerant  confectioner,  selling  from  a  cart  or  street  stand,  was 
found  selling  confectionery  of  a  bright  yellow  color,  which  he 
stated  that  he  had  made  himself.  A  sample  of  this  upon  exami- 
nation was  found  to  be  colored  with  chromate  of  lead,  a 
poisonous  color;  and,  complaint  being  made  against  him,  be 
was  found  guilty  under  the  general  food  act. 

Other  cases  occasionally  occur  in  which  illness  is  attributed 
to  some  special  article  of  food,  which  upon  examination  proves 
to  l)e  harmless.  A  case  of  this  sort  which  occurred  in  Chelsea 
was  investigated  by  the  lioard,  in  which  two  children,  aged 
seven  and  five  years,  after  a  very  hearty  breakfast,  purchased 
a  small  quantity  of  confectionery  and  ate  it.  Both  children 
were  soon  taken  ill  w-ith  vomiting,  which  histed  about  four 
hours,  after  which  they  had  no  further  trouble.  The  con- 
fectionery ui)on  examinatiim  was  found  to  consist  of  sugar, 
flavored  with  liquorice  and  anise,  without  any  injurious  ingre- 
dient. It  appeared  probable,  therefore,  that  the  illness  was 
not  due  to  the  confectionery,  but  to  the  indigestible  breakfast 
which  the  children  had  previously  eaten. 

Glucose  continues  to  play  a  conspicuous  part  as  an  adultenint 
in  m:my  articles  of  food,  especially  in  the  different  sorts  of 
syrups  and  honey.  There  are  several  small  establishments  in 
Boston  and  its  inmicdiatc  vicinity  where  the  manufacture  of 
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spurious  syrups  and  honey  is  conducted,  and  the  labels  on  these 
preparations,  especially  upon  packages  purporting  to  contain 
maple  syrup,  are  usually  marked  "  Pure."  The  proprietors  of 
several  of  these  establishments  have  paid  repeated  fines  as  the 
penalty  of  violating  the  food  and  drug  acts,  but  find  it  suffi- 
ciently profitable  to  continue  their  fraudulent  business,  not- 
withstanding the  action  of  justice. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  samples  of  food  examined, 
so  far  as  they  are  specified  in  the  returns.  The  numbers  of 
genuine  and  of  adulterated  samples  are  given  for  each  article. 
No  conclusions  can  be  made  from  these  figures,  relative  to  the 
actual  state  of  the  markets,  with  reference  to  the  question  of 
adulteration  in  the  case  of  any  given  article,  since  in  many 
instances  the  samples  were  collected  in  consequence  of  a  special 
line  of  investigation.  For  example,  nearly  all  of  the  canned 
vegetables  referred  to  in  this  table  were  samples  of  French 
importations  suspected  to  contain  sulphate  of  copper  (blue 
vitriol)  as  a  coloring  material.  Again,  in  the  case  of  butter, 
the  inspectors  have  become,  by  years  of  experience,  familiar 
with  the  conditions  and  circumstances  under  which  its  substi- 
tute, oleomargarine,  is  fraudulently  sold,  and  hence  they  select 
such  cases  for  examination. 


TotaL 

• 

e 

3 
3 

• 

S 

3 
< 

1 

Ratio  of  Adul- 
trrutiun.  I'er 
Cent. 

Spices,          ...... 

842 

696 

146 

17.3 

Cream  of  tartar,  . 

397 

331 

66 

16.6 

Butter  and  oleomargai 

•ine, . 

199 

103 

96 

4.S.0 

Coffee 

U4 

79 

65 

45.1 

Molasses,     . 

140 

126 

14 

10. 

Canned  vegetables,     , 

124 

17 

107 

8<;.3 

Tea,      . 

67 

67 

0 

0 

Lard,    .... 

62 

31 

21 

40. 

Vinecrar, 

48 

32 

16 

3;J.3 

Honey, 

47 

35 

12 

25.5 

Maple  syrup, 
Olive  oil, 

44 
28 

26 
12 

18 
16 

41. 
57.1 

Confectionery,     . 
Cheese, 

26 
18 

24 
18 

2 
0 

7.7 
0 

Maple  sugar. 
Cocoa, . 

13 
5 

8 
5 

5 
0 

38.5 
0 

Syrup.  . 

Other  articles  of  food, 

2 
89 

1 
75 

1 
14 

50.— 
15.7 

Total,    . 

• 

■ 

■               « 

2,285 

1.686 

599 

26.2 
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The  following  list  comprises  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State 
to  which  notices  were  sent  in  1891  on  account  of  sale  of  adul- 
terated milk :  — 

CUiea  and  I'owns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Accotint  of  Adul- 
terated Milk, 


Bedfonl,    . 

4 

New  Bedford,  . 

Bellingham, 

.    .     1 

Newton,    . 

Beverly,    . 

5 

North  Adams,  , 

Boston, 

11 

Northborough, . 

Brockton, . 

.      .  8 

Plymouth, 

Cambridge, 

.      28 

Provincetown, 

Chelsea,    . 

9 

Quiney,     . 

Chio(»pee, . 

1 

Randolph, 

Cottage  City, 

3 

Revere,     . 

Fall  Hirer, 

17 

Salem, 

Falmouth, 

1 

Somerville, 

Fitch  burg. 

6 

South  Framing] 

[lam. 

Gloucester, 

20 

Springfield, 

Ilavcrliill, 

4 

Sudbury,  . 

IloUiston, . 

2 

Taunton,  . 

Ilolyoke,   . 

4 

Waltham, . 

Hyde  Park, 

2 

Wareham, 

Lancaster, 

2 

Warren,    . 

Lawrence, 

4 

Westlield.. 

Lowell,     , 

6 

West  Med  way,. 

Lynn, 

.      20 

Winthrop, 

Maiden,     . 

6 

Woburn,   . 

Marlborough,   , 

4 

Worcester, 

Medwav,  . 

1 

Nantucket, 

2 

Total, 

Natick, 

2 

1 

6 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
7 
7 
3 
3 
4 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
2 
i 
1 
1 
1 


238 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cities  and  towns  to  which 
ilotices  were  sent  durinor  the  vear  on  account  of  adulterated 
arti(;les  of  food.  The  figures  refer  to  the  numbers  of  such 
notices  sent  to  each  city  and  town.  This  list  does  not  include 
adulterated  samples  of  milk  :  — 
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Cities  and  Towns  to  vihich  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated 

Articles  of  Food. 


Adnins, 2 

New  Bedford,  ....      17 

Amherst,  .        , 

8 

Newton,    . 

4 

Boston, 

,      42 

North  Adams,  . 

2 

Brockton, . 

1 

Northampton,  . 

■ 

2 

Brookline, 

2 

Palmer,     . 

1 

Cambridge, 

3 

Pittsfield,  . 

6 

Chieopee,  . 

7 

Salem, .    . 

8 

Edgartown, 

1 

Springfield, 

13 

Fall  River, 

22 

Stoneham, 

1 

Fitchburg, 

1 

Taunton,  . 

4 

Ilolyoke,  . 

22 

Waltham, . 

2 

Hyde  Park, 

1 

Ware, 

1 

Lawrence, 

3 

Westfield, 

3 

Lowell, 

10 

Woburn,   . 

3 

Lynn, 

2 

Worcester, 

6 

Marblchcad, 

1 

Marlborough,  , 

2 

Total,         ....    201 

Montague, 

6 

As  a  stimulus  to  the  production  and  sale  of  milk  of  good 
quality  for  the  benefit  of  consumers  in  cities  and  towns,  copies 
of  the  following  circular  have  occasionally  been  issued  by  the 
Board  and  published  in  the  local  papers  in  places  where  inspec- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Board.  Evidence 
has  in  some  instances  been  received  that  this  practice  has  been 
attended  with  an  improved  quality  of  milk  :  — 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

State  Bo.vud  of  Health, 

13  Beacon  Stuekt,  Bostox, 189    . 

This  rrport  jt»  issued  for  the  benejit  of  cities  and  toirns, 

Keport  of  the  condition  of  milk-supply  as  found  In  the 

of and  ascertained  by  analysis  of  samples  collected 

189     ,  as  delivered  to  the  consumers  from  milk-wagons 


and  from  shops  where  milk  is  sold. 

The  legal  standard  of  milk  in  Massachusetts  is  13  per  cent,  of 
solid  residue,  except  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  when  it  is 
12  per  cent. 


INSPKCTOK'S  NrMBBK. 


Total  Solids. 


Wagon  oh  Shop. 
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The  following  list  of  cities  presents  in  detail  the  results  of 
examination  of  milk  obtained  in  the  different  cities  of  eastern 
Massachusetts.  Those  of  the  four  western  counties  are  pre- 
sented on  a  later  page. 

Boston. 

Number  of  samples  received, 303 

above  standard, 17*2 

below  standard, 131 

Skimmed, 4 

Lowest  sample  (total  solids), 0.78 

Percentage  below  standard, 43.23 

Worcester, 

Number  of  samples  received, 60 

above  standard 47 

below  standard, 13 

Skimmed, 2 

Lowest 10.42 


Percentage  below  standard, 


21.67 


Lowell, 

Number  of  samples  received, 107 

above  standard, 76 

below  standard, 31 

Skimmed, 2 

Lowest, 9.41 


Percentage  below  standard. 

Number  of  samples  received, 
above  standard, . 
below  standard. 

Lowest,         .... 

Percentage  below  standard. 

Number  of  samples  received, 
above  standard, . 
below  standard. 

Skimmed,     .... 

Lowest,         .... 

Percentage  below  standard. 

Number  of  samples  received, 
above  standard, . 
below  standard. 

Skimmed,     .... 

Lowest,         .... 

Percentage  below  standard, 


28.97 


Fall  River, 


109 

50 

59 

8.70 

54.13 


Cambridge, 


185 

84 

101 

1 

8.08 

54.59 


Lynn, 


89 

32 

57 

1 

10.63 

64.04 
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Lawrence, 

Numberof  samples  received,      ........  71 

above  stundanl, 61 

below  standard, 20 

Skimmed, 5 

Lowest, 10.22 

Percentage  below  standard, 28.16 

New  Bedford, 

Numberof  samples  received, 16 

above  standard, 14 

below  standard, 2 

Lowest, 11.72 

Percentage  below  standard,         .                 12.50 

Sonierville, 

Number  of  samples  received, 41 

above  standard, 21 

below  standard,         ....'....  20 

Lowest, 11.68 

Percentage  below  standard, 48.78 

Salem, 

Number  of  samples  received, 84 

above  standard, 55 

below  standard, 29 

Lowest, 8.71 

Percentage  below  standard, 34.52 

Chelsea, 

Number  of  samples  received, 46 

above  standard, 18 

below  standard, 28 

Lowest, 9.43 

Percentage  below  standard, 60.87 

Haverhill, 

Number  of  samples  received, 52 

above  standard, 28 

below  standard, 24 

Lowest, 10.53 

Percentage  below  standard,         ,        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  46 .  15 

Brockton. 

Number  of  samples  received, 36 

above  standard, 17 

below  standard, 19 

Lowest, 10.61 

Percentage  below  standard, 52.78 
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Taunton, 

Number  of  samples  received, 48 

above  standard, 33 

below  standard, 15 

Skimmed, .  1 

Lowest, 10.5-4 

Percentage  below  standard, .        .31.25 

Newton. 

Number  of  samples  received,      ........  74 

above  standard, 42 

below  standard, 32 

Skimmed, 1 

Lowest, 11.10 

Fercentag^e  below  standard,         . 43.24 

Maiden. 

Number  of  samples  received, 22 

above  standard, G 

below  standard,         . 16 

Lowest, 9.90 

Percentage  below  standard, 72.72 

FUchburg, 

Number  of  samples  received, 37 

above  standard, .        ........  19 

below  standard, 18 

Ix)west, 10.99 

Percentage  below  standard,         .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .48.05 

Qloucester, 

Number  of  samples  received,      ........  49 

above  standard,. 23 

below  standard,         .        , 26 

lowest, 9.08 

Percentage  below  standard,         .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  53 .  06 

Waltham. 

Number  of  samples  received, 40 

above  standard, 10 

below  standard,         ........  30 

Lowest, 9.23 

Percentage  below  standard, .        .75.00 

Quincy. 

Number  of  samples  received, 36 

above  standani, 26 

below  standard, 10 

Skimmed, 1 

Lowest, 11. .50 

Percentage  below  standard, 27.77 
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Newburyport. 

Number  of  samples  received, 15 

above  standard, 15 

below  standard, 0 

Lowest, 12.59 

Percentage  below  standard,         ........  0 

Marlborough, 

Number  of  samples  received,      ........  50 

above  standard, •  32 

below  standard, 18 

Skimmed,      ............  1 

Lowest, 9.81 

Percentage  below  standard, 36.00 

Woburn, 

Number  of  samples  received, 10 

above  standard, 1 

below  standard,         .     - 9 

Lowest, 11.46 

Percentage  below  standard, 90.00 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  foregoing  statistics 
relative  to  the  milk  obtained  in  the  cities  of  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  State  :  — 


• 
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•3 

%    . 

1 
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1 
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B     0 
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Boston, 

803 

172 

131 

43.23 

4 

Worcester, 

60 

47 

13 

21.67 

2 

Lowell,  ' . 

107 

76 

31 

28.97 

2 

Fall  Kiver, 

109 

50 

59 

54.13 

• 

Cambridge, 

185 

84 

101 

54.59 

1 

Lvnn, 

89 

32 

57 

64.04 

1 

Lawrence, 

71 

51 

20 

28.16 

5 

New  Bedford, 

16 

14 

2 

12.50 

mm 

Somerville, 

41 

21 

20 

48.78 

• 

Salem, 

84 

55 

29 

84.52 

mm 

Chelsea,   . 

46 

18 

28 

60.87 

mm 

Haverhill, 

52 

28 

24 

46.15 

m- 

Brockton, 

36 

17 

19 

52.78 

^ 

Taunton,  . 

48 

33 

15 

31.25 

1 

Newton,   . 

74 

42 

32 

43.24 

1 

Maiden,    . 

22 

6 

16 

72.72 

— 

Fitch  burg. 

37 

19 

18 

48.65 

. 

Gloucester, 

49 

23 

26 

53.06 

^M 

Waltham, 

40 

10 

30 

75.00 

. 

Quincy,    . 

36 

26 

10 

27.77 

1 

Newburyport,  , 

15 

15 

0 

Of). 00 

— 

Marlborough,  , 

50 

32 

18 

36.00 

1 

Woburn,  . 

10 

1 

9 

90.00 

- 

1,580 

872 

708 

44.81 

19 
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Drugs. 

Since  the  act  of  1882,  relative  to  food  and  drug  inspection, 
requires  that  three-fifths  of  the  appropriation  for  its  enforce- 
ment shall  be  expended  upon  the  inspection  of  milk  and  milk 
products,  it  is  plain  that  the  work  of  drug  inspection  must  be 
of  a  limited  character.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  number 
of  samples  examined  in  1891  was  424,  of  which  number  352, 
or  83  per  cent.,  were  found  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
the  statutes.  These  included  specimens  of  43  diHerent  phar- 
macopa^ial  preparations  which  were  selected  for  examination 
mainly  on  account  of  special  liability  to  adulteration.  Hence 
the  ratio  of  adulteration  found  upon  examination  (17  per  cent. ) , 
small  as  it  is,  is  undoubtedly  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
actual  ratio  of  general  drug  adulteration  in  the  State. 

Among  the  number  of  samples  of  drugs  are  included  34 
samples  of  empirical  preparations,  the  greater  number  of  which 
were  cosmetics  of  a  more  or  less  poisonous  and  decidedly 
harmful  character.  Some  of  these  were  described  in  the  last 
annual  report,  and  others  have  been  made  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint at  court  during  the  past  year. 

It  occasionally  happens  that  pharmacojioeial  preparations 
vary  considerably  from  the  required  standard  in  the  case  of 
articles  where  such  variation  would  be  least  expected.  For 
example,  an  article  so  simple  and  easily  obtained  as  distilled 
wafer  presented  the  following  ranges  of  variation  in  the  amount 
of  solid  matter  contained  in  7  samples  obtained  in  different 
cities  in  the  State  :  — 

Total  sniidn, 
parts  per  100,000. 

Sample  No.  1,  Boston, 2.2 

Sample  No.  2,  Boston, 12.2 

Sample  No.  3,  Boston, 20.6 

Sample  No.  4,  New  Bedford, 0.0 

Sample  No.  6,  Fall  River, 4.0 

Sample  No.  6,  Haverhill, 17.8 

Sample  No.  7,  Gloucester, 32.0 

An  examination  of  the  foregoing  list  shows  a  range  in  the 
amount  of  total  solids  in  the  samples  offered  as  distilled  water 
varying  from  0  to  32  parts  in  100,000.  It  also  shows  the 
possibility  of  procuriDg  an  absolutely  pure  distilled  water. 
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There  is  no  excuse,  however,  for  furnishing  to  a  customer  a 
sample  of  water  of  a  quality  nearly  as  bad  as  the  average 
sewage  of  a  city,  as  in  the  sample  No.  7  of  the  foregoing  list. 

A  considerable  change  has  constantly  been  going  on  in  the 
character  of  the  drugs  employed  for  the  treatment  of  disease, 
especially  during  the  past  ten  or  twenty  years,  and  very  many 
synthetic  drugs,  the  products  of  the  chemist's  laboratory,  have 
supplanted  to  a  considerable  degree  the  materia  medica  of 
older  times.  Some  of  these  which  have  proved  to  be  of  un- 
doubted value  have  been  admitted  to  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia 
after  the  test  of  experience  had  been  applied  to  them.  The 
number  of  such  preparations  which  has  come  into  existence 
within  the  past  decade  has  been  unusually  large,  much  greater 
than  those  which  had  appeared  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1880. 

The  Board  has  not  confined  its  inspection  of  drugs  to  those 
which  are  officinal  only,  since  the  law  of  1882  applies  not  only  to 
the  drugs  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  but  also  to  those  of  other 
pharmacopoeias  and  standard  works  on  materia  medica,  and,  in 
fact,  to  all  medicines  sold  for  external  or  internal  use,  and  to 
disinfectants,  antiseptics  and  cosmetics.  Hence  occasional 
examinations  have  been  made  of  empirical  preparations,  and 
especially  of  such  as  are  of  an  injurious  or  fmudulent  character. 
As  examples,  may  be  mentioned  an  examination  of  hair  dyes 
and  of  so-called  opium  cures  in  1885,  of  tonics  and  bitters  in 
1887, 

Prosecutions. 

The  prosecutions  which  were  conducted  during  the  year  will 
be  found  detailed  in  the  following  summary,  a  copy  of  which 
was  submitted  to  the  Legislature  early  in  the  present  year,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts. 
The  following  comment  upon  this  suriimary  should  be  noted. 
The  number  of  prosecutions  for  violation  of  the  laws  relative 
to  the  sale  of  oleomargarine  was  very  much  smaller  than  that 
of  the  previous  year,  a  fact  which  was  not  due  to  lessened 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors,  but  to  the  effect  of  an 
unusually  rigid  enforcement  of  the  laws  in  1890,  so  that  cases 
of  violation  of  the  statutes  had  become  of  rare  occurrence.  A 
new  act  was  passed  in  1891,  giving  added  power  to  local  milk 
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inspectors  relative  to  the  sale  of  oleomargarine ;  and  still 
another  act  in  the  same  year,  establishing  a  dairy  bureau, 
to  which  power  was  given  for  the  same  purpose ;  so  that 
butter  in  Massachusetts  has  now  the  protection  afforded  by 
four  different  sets  of  oflScials,  —  namely,  the  internal  revenue 
officers,  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  local  milk  inspectors, 
and  the  Dairy  Bureau. 

Ofpicb  of  thk  State  Boabd  op  Health, 

13  Beacon  Sthbet»  Boston,  March,  1892. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common treaUh 
of  Massachusetts t  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  following  summary  is  made  in  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  289,  section  2,  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  requiring 
the  State  Board  of  Health  to  **  report  annually  to  the  Legisla- 
ture the  number  of  prosecutions  mtde  under  chapter  263  of  the 
Acts  of  1882,  and  an  itemized  account  of  all  money  expended 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  thereof." 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  by  authority  of  the 
Board  against  offenders,  under  the  provisions  of  the  food  and 
drug  acts,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1891,  was  150. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  articles  were  sold,  and  in 
respect  to  which  complaints  were  entered  in  court,  the  char- 
acter of  the  articles  found  to  be  adulterated,  or  fraudulently 
sold,  the  dates  of  the  trials  and  their  result,  are  presented  in 
the  following  table  :  — 


Milk 

AND  Milk  Pkoducts. 

For  Fraudulent 

Sales  of  Milk. 

1 

[*LACB. 

Date. 

Rf.kci.t. 

In  Salem,   . 

Nov. 

21,  1890,     . 

.    Convii-ted. 

Salura,   . 

May 

8,  IHUI, 

ti 

Salem,    . 

May 

lo,  181)1, 

11 

Lowell,  . 

Nov. 

2r,,  isyo. 

ti 

Lowell,  . 

Mar. 

10,  181U,     . 

.    Discharged 

Gloucester, 

Dec. 

12,  181)0, 

,    Convicted. 

Gloucedter, 

^lay 

2:^  1891, 

ii 

(iloiicester, 

May 

2.^  1891, 

ii 

GloQeester, 

July 

2MH91, 

14 

Glouuester, 

July 

24,  1891, 

ii 

Quiney, . 

April 

18,  1891,     . 

11 

Fall  River, 

April 

21,  1891,     . 

It 

Fall  River, 

April 

24,1891.     . 

11 

No.  34.]     FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


681 


For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Milk  —  Concluded. 


Place. 

In  Fall  River,    . 
Fall  River,    . 
Fall  River,    . 
Noi*thampton, 
Lvnn,     . 
Lvnn,     . 
Lynn,     . 
Taunton, 
North  Adams, 
North  Adams, 
North  AdamSf 
North  Adams, 
Revere,  . 
Revere, . 
Revere, . 
Winthrop, 
Grafton, 
Lexington, 
Warren, 
Holliston, 
Edgartown, 
Sudbury, 
Sudbury, 
Weston, 
Wayland, 
Wayland, 
Boxborough, 
Braintree, 
Carlisle, 
Agawam, 
North  Easton, 
Harvard, 
Peabody, 
Peabody, 
Somerset, 
Westport, 


May 
May 
Aug. 
June 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Jan. 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Aug. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oitt. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Nov. 
July 
Aug. 
April 
April 
April 
Dec. 
Sept. 
Aug. 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Total  49 


DATS. 

13, 1891, 
13, 1891, 
20, 1891, 

2, 1891, 
17, 1891, 
17, 1891, 
17, 1891, 
16, 1891, 
28, 1891, 
31,  1891, 
31,  1891, 
12,  1891, 

4, 1891, 
12,  1891, 
12,  1891, 
14,1891, 

1,  1890, 
18, 1890, 
25,  1890, 

18. 1890, 
81,  1890, 
15,  1890, 

24. 1891, 

15. 1890, 

26. 1891, 
13, 1891, 
11, 1891, 
15, 1891, 

4,  1891, 

18. 1890, 
12,  1891, 

6,  1891, 
17,  1891, 

17. 1891, 
25, 1891, 
25,  1891, 
cases. 


BUULT. 

Convicted. 

Discharged. 

Convicted. 

»» 

ct 
tl 
«« 
»t 

Discharged, 
it 

Convicted. 

Discharged. 

t» 

it 
it 

Convicted, 
it 

it 

it 

Discharged. 

Convicted. 

tt 

«t 
tt 
tt 

Discharged. 

Convicted. 

tt 

tt 
tt 

ct 
"«t 

tt 

Discharged. 

tt 


For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Butter.    (Oleomargarine  ) 


In  Marlborough, 

.    Oct    17,1890,     . 

.    Convicted. 

Lawrence, 

.    Oct    20,1890,     . 

tt 
1        • 

Lvnn,     . 

.    Dec.  20,  1890,     . 
Total  3  cases. 

tt 

• 
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Other  Articles  of  Food. 
Molasses. 


Placb. 

Datb. 

BB8DLT. 

In  Salem,* Aug.  11, 1890,     .        .        .    Convicted. 

North  Adams, 

• 

.    Nov.     6,1890, 

. 

. 

• 

North  Adams, 

• 

.    Nov.    6,  1890, 

a 

• 

it 

Springfield,   . 

• 

.    Dec.    13, 1890, 

a 

• 

Pittefield, 

• 

.    Aug.  20, 1891, 

t 

. 

a 

Coffee, 

In  Boston, Oct.    81, 1890,     .        .        .    Convicted. 

Boston,  . 

.    Oct.    81.1890, 

Ci 

Boston,  . 

.    Nov.  16,  1890, 

(i 

Boston,  . 

.    April    4,1891, 

(t 

Boston,  . 

.    May    14,1891, 

u 

Lowell,  . 

.    Dec.   16,  1890, 

M 

tt 

Lowell,  . 

.    Jan.    13,1891,    . 

1 

tt 

Fall  River, 

.    April  16, 1891,     , 

ti 

Fall  River, 

.    April  24,  1891,     . 

tt 

Fall  River, 

.    May     1,1891,     . 

1                 1 

tt 

Springfield, 

.    April  29,  1891,     . 

tt 

Springfield, 

.    May     1,1891,     , 

tt 

Springfield, 

.    May     1,1891,     . 

tt 

Springfield, 

.    May     1,  1891,     . 

tt 

Springfield, 

.    May     4,1891,     , 

tt 

New  Bedford 

.    May     8,1891,     . 

tt 

Salem,    . 

.    June    9, 1891,     . 

«t 

North  Adams 

.    Aug.    7,1891,     . 

tt 

North  Adams 

1 

.    Sept.  26.  1891,     . 

tt 

Huntington, 

.    Aug.  27,  1891,     . 

tt 

Huntington,  . 

.    Aug.  27,  1891,     . 

tt 

Huntington,  . 

.    Aug.  27,  1891,     . 

tt 

Chester, . 

1                 a 

.    Aug.  28,  1891,     . 

1 

tt 

Chester, . 

1                 . 

.    Aug    28, 1^91,     . 

• 

tt 

Westifteld,      . 

. 

.    Sept.    4,1891,     . 

• 

tt 

Adams,  . 

• 

.    Sept.  17, 1891,     . 

« 

«t 

Adams,  . 

.    S3pt.  30, 1891,     . 

. 

. 

tt 

Pittsfield, 

• 

.    Sept.  18, 1891,     . 

. 

a 

tt 

Pepper, 

In  Haverhill,      .               .        .    Oct.    23, 1890,    .        .        .    Convicted. 

Lowell,  . 

•                  • 

.    Dec.   19,1890,     . 

. 

tt 

Boston,  . 

•                 . 

.    May  26, 1891,     . 

a 

tt 

Boston,  . 

.                 . 

.    Aug.  27, 1891,     . 

. 

«t 

Chioopee, 

•                 • 

.    May    26, 1891,    . 

. 

t 

^  This  case  was  ooiitted  flnom  the  report  of  the  prevloiis  jeara 
t  Left  the  State  haCnre  case  was  called  in  court. 
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Ptpper — Concluded. 

Place. 

Date.                                              Bbsult. 

In  New  Bedford, 

May     8?  1891,     .     '  .        .    Convicted. 

Salem,   . 

• 

• 

June    9, 1891,     . 

. 

. 

it 

Salem, 

• 

• 

July  18,1891,     . 

. 

• 

Ct 

North  Adams, 

• 

• 

Nov.    6, 1890,    . 

. 

. 

u 

Adams,  . 

• 

• 

Nov.  21,1890,     . 

. 

a 

«i 

Adams,  . 

• 

• 

Jan.     9, 1891,    . 

. 

. 

»i 

Adams,  . 

• 

• 

Sept.  17, 1891,     . 

. 

• 

u 

Fall  River,     , 

1        f 

« 

• 

June    8, 1891,     . 

. 

. 

it 

Huntington,  , 

4 

a 

• 

Aug.  37,  1891,     . 

. 

a 

t« 

Westfield,      . 

1 

1 

• 

Sept.    4,1891,     , 

• 

. 

11 

Turner^s  Falls  (Montague), . 

Sept  26, 1891,     . 

• 

• 

11 

Maple  Syrup. 

In  Boston, 

April  25,  1891,     .        .        .    Convicted. 

Holyoke, 

• 

• 

• 

Mar.  31,  1891,     . 

Springfield,   . 

• 

t 

• 

May    27,1891,     , 

it 

Fall  River,     . 

< 

1 

• 

Dec.   20,1890,     . 

Fall  River,     , 

• 

• 

• 

June    9,  1891,     . 

it 

Fall  River, 

• 

1 

»        • 

June    9,  1891, 

i« 

1                 .                 • 

Vinegar, 

In  North  Adams, 

Nov.    6, 1890,     .        .        .    Convicted. 

North  Adams, 

Nov.    6,  1890,    ... 

Cream  of  Tartar, 

In  Marlborough, 

Oct    10,  1890,     .        .        .    Convicted. 

Marlborough, 

Oct.    10,  1890,     , 

•                 1 

11 

Lowell,  . 

Dec.    18,1890, 

It 

Lynn,     . 

Dec.    20,1890, 

11 

Boston,  . 

Feb      2, 1891, 

tl 

Boston,  . 

Aug.  27, 1891, 

tl 

Fitehburg, 

April  20,  1891, 

tt 

Fall  River, 

April  24, 1891, 

tl 

Fall  River, 

June    9, 1891, 

11 

North  Adams 

Nov.     6, 1890, 

11 

North  Adams 

Nov.    6,  1890, 

11 

North  Adams 

Nov.    6,  1890, 

tl 

North  Adiims 

Nov.    ^,1890, 

11 

North  Adams 

Nov.     6, 1890, 

11 

Adams,  . 

Nov.  21,1890, 

•1 

Adams,  . 

Jan.    U,  1891, 

t« 

Adams,  • 

Jan.    14, 1891, 

11 

Chicopee, 

May    25,1891, 

* 

•  Left  the  State  before  the  case  was  called  in  court. 
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Place. 


In  HuDtiogton, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 
Holyoke, 


Cream  of  Tartar  —  Ck>ncluded. 

Datk. 

.  'Aug.  27,  1891, 

.  April  17,  1891, 

.  April  17, 1891, 

.  April  17,  1891, 

.  May    14,1891, 

.  May   U,  1891, 

.  May   14,  1891, 

.  May   21,1891, 


ItKJICLT. 

Convicted. 


4« 

»4 
«i 

»* 

4« 


In  North  Adams, 
North  Adams^ 


In  Boston, 


Lard. 

.    Nov.    6,  1890,     . 
.    Nov.     6,  1890,     . 

Maple  Sugar, 

.    April    9,  1891,     . 


.     Convicted. 


»» 


.     Convicted. 


In  Chicopee, 
Pittsfield, 
Boston,  . 


Honey, 

June  18, 1891, 
Aug.  20, 1891, 
Aug.  27, 1891, 


.     Convicted. 


4* 
«4 


In  New  Bedford, 
Westfield,       . 


Mustard, 

May     8, 1891, 
Sept.    4,  1891, 


Convicted. 


•4 


In  Lawrence, 


Cloves. 
.    Sept.  23, 1891, 


.     Convicted. 


In  Boston,  . 


Canned  Peas  (French). 
.    Aug.     3,  1891,     . 


.     Convicted. 


Placb. 


In  Boston,  . 
Boston,  . 
Lynn,  . 
Lowell,  . 
Lowell,  . 


Drugs  and  Cosmetics. 

DATS. 

.  Nov.  14,1890, 

.  Nov.  14,  1890, 

.  Dec.  20, 1890, 

.  Jan.  6,  1890, 

.  Jan.   6, 1890, 


RE9CLT. 

Convicted. 

44 

Discharged. 
Convicted. 


Milk  and  milk  products, 
Other  articles  c»f  food,  . 
Drugs  and  cosmetics,    . 


52  cases. 
93      " 
5      " 


Total, 


150      '• 


No.  34.J     FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


685 


Summary. 

The  whole  number  of  complaints  entered  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  against  parties 
for  viohition  of  the  acts  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  food  and 
drugs  was  150,  of  which  number  135,  or  90  per  cent.,  were 
convicted.  Thirteen  were  discharged,  either  in  the  lower  or 
the  upper  courts,  and  2  left  the  State  before  the  cases  came  to 
trial. 

Of  the  foregoing  cases,  49  were  for  violation  of  the  laws  re- 
lating to  milk  adulteration,  of  which  number  37  resulted  in 
conviction.  There  were  3  cases  under  the  oleomargarine  laws, 
all  of  which  resulted  in  conviction.  There  were  also  93  com- 
plaints for  fraudulent  sales  of  other  kinds  of  food,  in  all  of 
which  except  two  the  parties  were  convicted,  the  two  excep- 
tions being  in  the  cases  of  two  parties  who  had  left  the  State 
before  the  cases  could  come  to  trial. 

The  articles  of  food  other  than  milk  embraced  in  the  fore- 
going list  were  as  follows  :  — 

Molasses,  5  cases ;  coffee,  28  ;  pepper,  16 ;  maple  syrup,  6  ; 
maple  sugar,  1 ;  cream  of  tartar,  26 ;  vinegar,  2 ;  lard,  1 ; 
honey,  3 ;  mustard,  2 ;  cloves,  1 ;  French  peas,  1. 

In  a  large  number  of  cases  appeals  were  made  by  the  defend- 
ants, but  in  nearly  all  of  these  the  defendants  paid  the  fines 
which  had  been  imposed,  before  the  cases  were  called  for  trial. 

In  one  case  only  out  of  all  which  have  been  decided  in  the 
superior  courts,  the  decision  of  the  lower  court  was  reversed 
by  the  upper  court. 

The  total  solids  in  the  samples  of  milk  upon  which  complaints 
were  founded  were  as  follows,  in  the  case  of  those  complaints 
in  which  the  records  were  noted :  — 


9.14 

9.90 

•    10.02 

10.05 

10.10 

10.22 

10.22 

10.60 

10.61 

10.75 

10.76 

10.80 

10.83 

.10.83 

10.86 

l(.88 

11.07 

11.14 

11.18 

11.18 

11.18 

11.26 

11.41 

11.41 

11.60 

11.60 

11.63 

11.60 

11.02 

11.66 

11.76 

11.80 

11.81 

11.82 

11.86 

11.94 
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Fines. 

The  amount  of  the  fines  paid  to  the  treasuries  of  counties , 
eities  and  towns,  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  and  spe- 
cial laws  relative  to  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs,  was  as 
follows :  — 

■ 

Fines  paid  for  Violalion  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ada^  upon  Cases  entered  far 

the  Year  ending  Sept.  30, 1891- 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  milk  and  milk 
products, |1»271  00 

Under  the  provisions  of  laws  relative  to  other  articles  of 
food,         .        . 1,337  35 

Under  the  provisions  of  laws  relative  to  drugs,         ...  60  00 


Total, 12,668  85 


Expenditures 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts  during  the  Year  ending 

Sept.  30,  1891. 


Fos  Emforcino  the  Statutes. 


Relative  to  Milk 
and  Milk  Producta. 


Relative  to  Other 

Kinds  of  Food  and 

Drugs. 


Salaries  of  analysts, 
Salaries  of  inspectors, 


Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  sam- 
ples,   


Legal  services,  .... 
Incidentals,  bottles,  corks,  etc.,  . 
Printing, 


Total, 


|2,S20  00 
1,860  00 

1,250  00 

100  00 

10  50 

9  29 


16,049  79 


$1,880  00 
1,240  00 

825  00 

18  40 

6  22 

13,969  62 
6,049  79 


$10,019  41 


SAM'L  W.  ABBOTT, 

Secretary, 


EEPORTS  OF  THE  ANALYSTS. 


EEPORTS  OF  THE  ANALYSTS. 


DR.   HARRINGTON'S   REPORT  UPON   FOOD. 


Boston,  Oct.  1,  1891. 
Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  During  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1891, 1  have 
received  and  examined  as  analyst  of  foods  1,^8G  samples, 
including  247  which  proved  to  be  adulterated.  Referring  to 
the  record  books  of  the  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  brands  of  the  adulterated  samples  for  this  report,  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  fact  that  most  of  the  old  familiar  markings 
which  have  been  published  in  previous  reports  have  about  dis- 
appeared from  the  market,  for  nearly  all  of  the  adulterated 
samples  among  the  spices,  condiments,  cream  of  tartar,  etc., 
have  been  sold  either  in  bulk  or  in  packages  marked  *'  Select," 
**  Premium,"  "  Best,"  etc.,  but  without  the  name  of  the  com- 
pounder. 

The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  is  low,  and  more  than 
a  fifth  of  these  are  articles  the  character  of  which  was  known 
at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  which  have  not  before  been  exten- 
sively examined,  —  French  canned  vegetables  greened  by 
treatment  with  sulphate  of  copper. 

Forty-six  cans  of  pease  and  four  of  string-beans  were  found 
to  contain  copper,  and  one  of  pease  and  three  of  beans  to  be 
free  from  it.  The  amount  of  copper  [)er  can  averages  about 
two  grains,  reckoned  as  sulphate.  The  addition  of  this  sul)- 
stance  is  clearly  an  adulteration,  as  the  copper  serves  no 
useful  purpose,  and  may  produce  harm. 

Another  undesirable  addition  to  foods  is  salicylic  acid,  which 
is  used  as  a  preservative.  This  was  detected  in  two  samples 
of  California  apricot  juice,  in  raspberry,  lemon,  vanilla  and 
strawberry  syrups  put  up  by  a  Boston  manufacturer,  and  in 
imported  lager  beer.  Other  adulterants  detected  were  of  thft 
usual  hai*mless  varieties. 


N 
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Following  are  the  samples  examined  :  — 

Butter.  — Twenty-seven  samples,  with  one  exception  genuine. 

Cheese,  —  Eleven  samples,  all  genuine. 

Lard.  —  Sixteen  samples.  Five  of  these  were  mixtures  with 
stearine  and  cotton-seed  oil,  the  remainder  were  genuine. 

Molasses. — Ninety-one  samples,  of  which  but  six  were 
adulterated  with  glucose.     No  tin  was  detected. 

Maple  Syrup  and  Maple  Sugar. — Thirty-nine  samples. 
Eighteen  were  spurious. 

Honey.  —  Twenty  samples.  One  consisted  largely  of 
glucose   syrup. 

Sugar.  —  Nine  samples,  three  of  powdered,  two  of  granu- 
lated and  four  of  brown.     All  genuine. 

Confectionery.  —  Of  thirty-one  samples  examined  only  two 
could  be  said  to  contain  any  objectionable  ingredient.  These 
contained  alcohol  in  the  form  of  bmndy  or  whisky  in  sufficient 
amount  to  affect  the  system,  even  when  eaten  in  moderation. 

Vinegar.  —  Sixteen  samples,  of  which  five  contained  less 
than  the  required  amount  of  acidity. 

Cider  Vinegar,  —  Nineteen  samples.  Two  were  deficient 
in  acidity  and  two  in  cider-vinegar  solids. 

• 

Cream  of  Tartar.  —  Two  hundred  and  fourteen  samples. 
Of  the  twenty-four  samples  which  proved  to* be  adulterated, 
only  five  were  in  marked  packages.  These  were  labelled  as 
follows:  Finest  Quality  for  Family  Use  (two);  Blanchard's 
Best;  Challenge  Mill  XXX;  XXX  First  Quality.  The 
amount  of  foreign  matter  in  the  samples  bearing  the  first, 
second  and  fourth  of  these  markings  was  more  than  seventy- 
five  per  cent. 

Baking  Powders. — Fifteen  samples.  Five  proved  to  be 
cream  of  tartar  powders,  one  was  chiefly  coarse  hominy,  and 
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nine  contained  alum  as  the  acid  salt.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  ten  which  may  be  considered  as  adultei*ated,  the 
first-mentioned  being  the  one  consisting  of  hominy,  the  others 
containing  alum  :  Home  Circle  ;  Cottage  ;  Red  Star ;  Bon  Bon  ; 
Grape  Crystal ;  Cottage  ;  Kitchen  Queen  ;  Household  ;  Crystal ; 
Western  Pearl. 

Saleralus.  —  Six  samples,  all  genuine. 

Canned  Vegetables.  —  Fifty-four  samples.  Fifty  contained 
copper. 

Mustard,  —  Fifty-nine  samples.  Nineteen  contained  wheat 
flour  or  rice.  Three  of  these  were  labelled,  but  not  with  the 
makers'  names:  Ko.  1474,  Gilt  Edge;  No.  1724,  Durham; 
No.  8313,  London. 

Cayenne. — Thirty-nine  samples.  Three  contained  wheat 
flour;  three  were  largely  corn  meal ;  one  contained  twenty  per 
cent,  of  rice,  wheat  and  other  foreign  matter,  and  one  was  a 
mixture  of  various  substances  with  a  very  slight  amount  of 
cayenne. 

Mace.  —  Eight  samples.  One  contained  a  fourth  part  of 
wheat. 

White  Pepper.  —  Thirty-four  samples.  Six  unlabelled  pack- 
ages were  adulterated  with  rice,  corn  or  wheat. 

Black  Pepper.  —  One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  samples. 
Twenty  contained  ground  cracker,  two  contained  rice,  four 
corn,  four  cracker  and  corn,  one  oat  meal  and  buckwheat,  and 
one  was  Malaguetta  pepper.  Only  one  of  the  thirty-two 
adulterated  samples  was  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  manu- 
facturers: No.  9101,  D.  E.  Rounds  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Cassia.  —  One  hundred  and  three  samples.  Fourteen  were 
adulterated.  The  following  were  among  the  latter:  No.  1932, 
Union  Spice  Company  ;  No.  2826,  Parsons'  Premium,  Albany  ; 
No.  38«2,  W.  H.  Gilbert  &  Co. ;  No.  9237,  Select;  No.  8t3l, 
Ar  Showe  &  Co. ;  ^o.  1377,  Globe. 
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Cloves.  —  One  hundred  and  eighteen  samples.  Fifteen  con- 
tained the  usuhI  admixtures.  Only  two  bore  brands :  Xo. 
2824,  Parsons'  Premium,  Albany  ;  No.  9287,  Select. 

Allspice.  —  Forty-seven  samples.  Four  were  adulterated, 
including  No.  9099,  D.  E.  Rounds  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Ginger.  —  Fifty-one  samples.  Four  were  adulterated,  includ- 
ing No.  1934,  Union  Spice  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  No.  9103,  D.  E. 
Rounds  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Coffee.  —  Thirty-eight  samples.  Seven  consisted  wholly  of 
burnt  pease  atid  rye  with  chicory. 

Tea. — Twenty-nine  samples;  Chocolate^  four  samples,  and 
Cocoa^  three  samples.     All  genuine. 

Olive  Oil.  —  Six  samples.  Three  consisted  of  cotton-seed 
oil:  No.  677,  E.  Loubon,  Nice;  No.  1431,  C.  H.  Carton, 
Nice;  No.  2129,  B.  Dufour  &  Cie,  Bordeaux. 

Miscellaneous. — The  followin«c  articles  were  examined  for 
salicylic  acid,  and  were  found  to  contain  it :  California  Apricot 
Juice,  non-alcoholic,  E.  L.  Watkins,  San  Gabriel,  Cal.  (two 
samples)  ;  Kaiser  Beer,  Bremen,  F.  Hollonder  &  Co.,  Sole 
Agents;  Pure  Fruit  Syrup,  Strawberry,  F.  P.  Adams  &  Co., 
Boston;  Pure  Fruit  Syrup,  Raspberry  (two),  F.  P.  Adams  & 
Co.,  Boston ;  Lemon  Syrup  (Adams)  ;  Vanilla  Syrup  (Adams) . 

The  following  were  examined  for  salicylic  acid,  with  nega- 
tive results :  strawberry  jam ;  lemon  syrup ;  grape  juice  ; 
**  blood  orange"  (two  samples);  **  sarsaparilla ;"  lager  beer 
(**  Pavonia*')  ;  orange  syrup. 

The   following   contained  no  foreign   substances :    gelatine 
(three  samples),  pickles,  celery  salt,  nutmeg  (one  each). 
Total,  1,286  samples  :    1,039  genuine  and  247  adulterated. 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES  HARRINGTON,  M.D. 
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DR.   WORCESTER'S  REPORT  UPON  MILK. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  HecUth. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  on  the  analysis  of  milk  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30.  jl 

The  1,535*  samples  received  during  the  year  were  taken 
from  dealers  in  eighteen  cities  and  eleven  towns  of  the  State, 
and  from  fifteen  suspected  producers.  Twenty-five  samples 
were  of  known  purity  and  eight  of  **  skim-milk.**  In  tabular 
form  the  results  of  my  analyses  may  be  stated  as  follows  :  — 

Percentage  of  standard  quality  of  whole  number  received, .        .        .49.2 
**  **  ''  samples  taken  from  cities,      .        .60.6 

"  ••  "  "  **        towns,     .        .69.8 

Percentage  of  standard  quality  of  samples  taken  from  suspected  pro- 
ducers,      29.0 


From 
Cltlei. 

From 

TOWDB. 

From 
SuBiiected 
Frodaccn. 

Of  Known 
Paritj. 

Namber  above  the  etandard, 

502 

141 

29 

17 

Namber  below  the  staridard, 

548 

95 

127 

8 

Totol, 

1,110 

230 
22 

150 
0 

25 

Number  having  more  than  15  per  cent,  of  total  aolids, 

80 

1 

"           "      between  14  and  15  "          "            " 

65 

80 

5 

4 

II          <«          i<        18  and  14  '•         "           " 

875 

75 

10 

12 

1.           M           <•        12andl3*'          ••           " 

440 

77 

77 

7 

II           II           II        11  and  12"         "           " 

142 

25 

38 

1 

•«           «•           ••        10  and  11  "          "           " 

33 

5 

0 

0 

II           II           II          9  and  10'*          ••            " 

20 

2 

4 

0 

II           II           II          gnu  J  9  II          II           II 

3 

0 

2 

0 

II           II           II          7  anji  g  II          II            II 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Number  eamples  of  *'  sklm-milk  '*  above  atandard,    . 

6 

1 

0 

0 

II               II                               II              l^lo^          II 

1 

0 

0 

0 

*  The  actual  namber  of  samples  receWed  was  somewhat  greater  than  appears,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  certain  samples  of  known  parity  received  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  were  incladed  in  my  last  report,  in  order  to  complete  the  series. 

Respectfully, 


CHARLES  P.  WORCESTER. 


Boston,  Oct.  1,  1891. 
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DR.  DAVENPORT'S  REPORT  UPON  FOOD. 


Boston,  Jan.  15, 1892. 
To  the  Stale  Board  of  Health, 

I  havi  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  analysis 
of  articles  of  food  during  the  past  year :  — 


▲STICLM  EXAMINKD. 

SUQ(Urd. 

Not. 

ToUL 

Ajriclm  Examimbd. 

standard. 

Not. 

Total. 

Butter, 

69 

95 

164 

Cream  of  tartar. 

126 

35 

161 

Cheese, 

10 

~m 

10 

Molasses, 

40 

7 

47 

Lard, . 

6 

13 

19 

Syrups,    . 
Maple  sugar,  . 

4 

1 

5 

Olive  oil,  . 

2 

9 

11 

4 

1 

5 

Vinegar,    . 

4 

6 

10 

Maple  syrup,  . 

15 

— 

15 

Spi(?e8 :  — 

Canned  goods : 

Salt, 

1 

— 

1 

Peas,    . 

9 

45 

54 

Alspice, . 

15 

- 

15 

Beans, . 

- 

3 

3 

CioDamon,     . 

8 

— 

8 

Honey,     . 

13 

8 

21 

Cloves,  . 

12 

— 

12 

Tea, 

20 

"" 

20 

Ginger,  . 

S 

-m. 

3 

Coffee, 

46 

67 

103 

Mace,     . 

3 

— 

3 

Chocolate, 

1 

" 

_ 

Mustard, 

38 

12 

50 

Confectionery, 

7 

7 

Pepper, . 

72 

21 

93 

Pickles,    . 

2 

1 

3 

Jelly,         .  ■     . 

6 

4 

10 

Cider, 

1 

— 

1 

Vanilla  extract. 
Baking  powder. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
2 

Totals, 

538 

320 

858 

The  only  new  forms  of  adulteration  met  with  during  the  year, 
and  which  have  not  already  been  mentioned  in  my  previous 
reports,  have  been  several  samples  of  cream  of  tartar  wholly 
composed  of  lime  sulphate,  except  for  the  small  proportion  of 
tartaric  acid  needed  to  give  them  the  slightly  acid  taste  of  true 
cream  of  tartar;  also  some  samples  of  mustard  composed 
wholly  of  corn  and  wheat  flour,  colored  and  flavored  to  imitate 
the  true  powder. 

BENNETT  F.  DAVENPORT, 

AnalyU, 
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DR.   DAVENPORPS  REPORT  UPON  MILK. 


To  the  State  Board  of  Health. 


Boston,  Jan.  15, 1892. 


I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  analysis 
of  milk  during  the  past  year :  — 


Number  above  the  standard, 

Number  below  the  standard, 

Total, 

Number  having  more  than  15  per  cent,  of  total  solids,  . 

between  14  and  15  per  cent,  of  total  solids, 
13  and  14 
12  and  13 
11  and  12 
10  and  11 
9  and  10 
8  and    9 
Number  having  less  than  eight  per  cent,  of  total  solids. 
Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk  above  the  standard. 
Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk  below  the  standard. 
Number  samples  of  colored  milk, 


«c 


It 


4t 


It 


«C 


c« 


(4 


U 


14 


«4 


it 


II 


II 


IC 


II 


II 


II 


•I 


II 


u 


II 


II 


IC 


II 


IC 


IC 


587 
258 

30 

104 

358 

277 

53 

14 

8 

1 

0 

14 

0 

0 


845 


BENNETT  F.   DAVENPORT, 

Analyst. 
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DR.  DAVENPORTS  REPORT  UPON  DRUGS. 


To  lAe  State  Board  of  HeaUh. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  analyfiis 
of  drugs  during  the  past  year :  — 


Number  confbrmTng  to  the  standard,  .... 
Number  adulterated  or  not  confonniiig  to  the  standard. 


S5S 
72 


AUtCUl  EIUIKID 

8U°d.rd 

>-.. 

,.,.. 

AancLU  Ei*iii:<iD. 

au„^. 

XO. 

ToUI. 

Opium,  potrderec 

6 

~ 

5 

Glycerine,  . 

44 

~ 

14 

Opium,  tincture. 

28 

4 

32 

Pepsin     BBCchar- 

Opium,  camphor 

ated,        .        . 

8 

ated  tincture, 

I 

1 

Bismuth  salts,     . 

12 

18 

Quinine, 

16 

16 

Cosmetics,  , 

10 

18 

28 

Quinine  and  irot 

Musk, . 

citrate , 

15 

16 

Confections, 

1 

Nux  vomica  tinct 

Magnesia    sul- 
phate,     . 

ure,    . 

3 

3 

6 

3 

Ether,  Btronger, 

SG 

- 

26 

Spirtts,    niir,>u 

citrate.     . 

7 

ether, 

10 

3 

13 

Lieorice,      . 

n 

1 

IS 

Spin  la  ethrr  com 

Aloes, . 

6 

1 

pound,       . 

Ethereal  oil,. 

7 

3 

5 

1 

1 

Cloves, 

6 

Alcohol, 

8 

8 

Cinger,         . 

8 

Brandy, 

4 

4 

Pepper, 

2 

Red  wine,     . 

2 

3 

6 

Arrow  root. 

2 

Iodoform,     , 

7 

7 

Lycojiodiura, 

10 

1 

11 

Chloroform, . 

I 

: 

Acid  benzoic. 

8 

Cliloral, 

3 

3 

Add  tannic. 

40 

40 

Menthol,       . 

H 

_ 

S 

Acid  hydrobromic, 

1 

1 

Lemon  oil,    . 

5 

6 

Potash,  iodide,    . 

3 

2 

Olive  oil.       . 

21 

19 

40 

Potash,  hi  tartrate, 

1 

_ 

Sweet  almond  oil 

1 

1 

Silver  nitrate,      . 

2 

Honey,  . 

3 

_ 

3 

Distilled  water,  , 

2 

_ 

S 

Jalap,    .        . 

3 

Totals,  . 

352 

72 

434 

The  only  unusual  and  not  previously  reported  form  of 
adulteration  met  with  hy  me  during  the  year  was  a  sample  of 
lycopodium  composed  wholly  of  precipitated  sulphur;  this, 
however,  was  most  likely  only  an  accidental  aubstitation. 

BENNETT  F.   DAVENPORT, 

Anafyat, 

-B-.—.-      t>_     IK    IBM  ' 
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PROFESSOR  GOESSMANN'S  REPORT. 


Milk  of  Western  Massachusetts. 

The  examination  of  the  milk  obtained  in  the  four  western 
counties  of  the  State  as  usual  presents  a  good  result  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  eastern  counties. 

The  whole  number  of  samples  examined  was  326.  (The 
whole  number  collected  was  346,  but  of  this  number  20  were 
too  sour  for  analysis  when  they  were  received  by  the  chemist.) 

The  results  of  analysis  were  as  follows  :  — 

Whole  number  examined, 326 

Number  above  standard, 266 

Number  below  standard, (50 

Percentage  below  standard,  . 18.4 

Samples  of  skimmed  milk, 12 

The  statistics  of  the  cities  are  as  follows  :  — 

Chicopee, 

Number  of  samples, 44 

Number  above  st^andard, 41 

Number  below  standard, .3 

Percentage  below  standard, 6.8 

Skimmed  milk, 2 

Holyoke, 

Number  of  samples, 65 

Number  above  standard, 52 

Number  below  standard, 13 

Percentage  below  standard, 20.0 

Skimmed  milk, 5 

Northampton, 

Number  of  samples, 17 

Number  alwve  standard, 15 

Number  below  standard, 2 

Percentage  below  standard, 11.8 

Skimmed  milk, 1 
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Springfield, 


Number  of  samples, 
Number  above  standard, 
Number  below  standard, 
Percentage  below  standard, 
Skimmed  milk, 


81 

65 

16 

19.8 

3 


PiUsfield. 


Number  of  samples, 
Number  above  standard. 
Number  below  standard. 
Percentage  below  standard, 


16 

12 

4 

26.0 


The  results  in  the  towns  were  as  follows :  — 


ToUl. 

Above 
Standard. 

Below 
Standard. 

Perr^ntaM 

below 
SUndard. 

Adams, 

Nurth  Adams, 

Montague,     .... 

Ware, 

Westfield,      .... 

16 
48 
16 
12 
16 

12 

82 
15 
10 
11 

4 
11 
1 
2 
4 

— 

102 

80 

22 

21.6 

Amhebst,  Mass. 


C.  A.  GOESSMANN, 

Analyst, 


REPORT  UPON  ARSENIC  IN  WALL-PAPER 

AND  FABRICS. 


DR.   HILLS'  REPORT  UPON  ARSENIC  IN  WALL- 
PAPERS  AND   FABRICS. 


After  a  prolonged  hearing  before  the  committee  on 
Public  Health  of  the  Legislature  of  1891,  at  which  much 
evidence  was  presented  with  reference  to  the  dangers  which 
may  occur  in  connection  with  the  use  of  arsenic  as  a  pigment, 
for  the  purpose  of  coloring  many  of  the  articles  in  common 
household  use,  the  following  law  was  enacted :  — 

[Chap.  374,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  relative  to  tue  sale  of  articles  containing  arsenic 
Be  it  enacted^  etc.^  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Whoever  by  himself  or  by  his  sen-ant  or  agent, 
or  as  the  servant  or  agent  of  any  other  person,  manufactures, 
sells  or  cxclianges,  or  has  in  his  custody  or  possession  with  intent 
to  sell  or  exchange,  or  exposes  or  offers  for  sale  or  exchange,  any 
children's  toys  or  confectionery,  containing  or  coated  wholly  or  in 
part  with  arsenic,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty 
nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  The  state  board  of  health  may  make  such  investiga- 
tions and  inquiries  as  they  deem  necessary  as  to  the  existence  of 
arsenic  in  any  paper,  fabric  or  other  article  offered  for  sale  or 
exchange,  and  for  that  purpose  may  appoint  inspectors  and 
chemists,  and  expend  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  report  to  the  next  legislature  in  print  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  February  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Sect.  3.  Kvery  person  offering  or.  exposing  for  sale  or  ex- 
change any  paper,  fabric  or  other  article  shall  furnish  a  sample 
thereof  suflicient  for  the  purpose  of  analysis,  where  such  sample 
can  be  obtained  without  damage  to  the  remaining  portion,  to  any 
inspector,  chemist  or  other  agent  or  officer  employed  by  the  state 
board  of  health,  who  shall  apply  to  him  therefor  for  that  purpose 
and  who  shall  tender  him  the  value  of  the  same.  Whoever 
violates  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  punished  as  pro- 
vided in  section  one  of  this  act.      [^Approved  June  5,  1^91. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  attended  to  the  duties  author- 
ized in  the  foregoing  act,  and  appointed  Dr.  Win.  B. 
Hills  of  the  medical  department  of  Harvard  University  to 
make  the  investigations  referred  to  in  the  second  section  of 
the  act.  The  following  report  contains  the  results  of  his 
inquiries. 
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The  broader  question  as  to  the  actual  effect  of  the  commoa 
use  of  arsenic  as  a  pigment  upon  the  public  health  appears  to 
be  excluded  by  the  limited  provisions  of  section  2  of  this  act. 

These  more  important  questions  are  at  present  the  subject 
of  further  investigations,  and  will  be  reported  upon  by  the 
Board  at  a  future  day. 


Dr.  Hills'  Repokt. 

The  following  investigation  was  undertaken  in  accordance 
with  a  Resolve  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  1891,  whereby 
the  State  Board  of  Health  was  authorized  to  make  such 
investigations  and  inquiries  as  it  might  deem  necessary  as  to 
the  existence  of  arsenic  in  any  paper,  fabric,  or  other  article 
offered  for  sale. 

As  the  most  practicable  means  of  forming  an  opinion  as 
to  the  extent  to  which  arsenic  and  arsenical  pigments  are 
used  at  the  present  time,  a  large  number  of  samples,  of  such 
articles  in  domestic  use  as  have  in  former  ycai*s  contained 
dangerous  quantities  of  arsenic,  have  been  collected  and 
subjected  to  a  careful  analysis  for  arsenic.  Papers  and  fab- 
rics have  naturally  occupied  the  most  important  place  in  this 
investigation ;  for  the  arsenical  pigments  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  these  materials  constitute  the  most  important 
sources  of  chronic  arsenical  poisoning. 

In  all  1,018  samples  have  been  collected  in  twenty  cities 
and  towns  in  different  sections  of  the  State.  Of  these,  629, 
or  61.8  per  cent.,  were  non-arsenical ;  389,  or  38.2  percent., 
contained  arsenic  in  appreciable  quantities. 

The  nature  of  the  samples  together  with  the  results  of  the 
analyses  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Natobb  or  Samplbs. 

AivonlcaL 

Arsenical. 

TotaL 

Wall  Papers, 

Other  Papers, 

Dress  Goods, 

Upholsteries,  etc.,      .... 

Candles, 

Pigments, 

44 

79 
282 
199 

18 
7 

48 

41 

174 

lul 
25 

92 
120 
466 

Sjo 

18 
82 

Total, 

629 

3S9 

1,018 
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The  small  number  of  wall-papers  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  writer  was  able,  as  will  appear  later,  to  utilize  a 
large  number  of  analyses  of  such  papers  made  in  his  private 
pmctice. 

Wall-papers. 

In  all  the  investigations  which  have  been  made  relative  to  the 
use  of  arsenical  pigments,  and  the  dangers  which  may  result 
from  their  employment,  great  prominence  has  been  given  to 
wall-papers.  As  formerly  made,  these  papers  frequently  con- 
tained a  large  amount  of  arsenic  which  was  introduced  with  the 
coloring  matter.  During  the  past  few  years,  however,  the 
paper  manufacturers  have  strenuously  maintained  that  their 
goods  contain  no  arsenic  except  possibly  minute  traces  intro- 
duced with  clay,  glue,  or  other  materials  used  in  this  indus- 
try ;  and  that,  admitting  the  possibility  that  injury  may  have 
resulted  from  the  use  of  arsenical  papers  in  the  past,  no  harm 
can  result  at  the  present  time  unless  from  exposure  to  papers 
which  were  manufactured  and  placed  on  the  walls  several 
years  ago ;  finally  that,  as  arsenical  papers  are  not  manu- 
factured at  the  present  day,  the  necessity  for  legislation  has 
ceased  to  exist.  At  the  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Health  of  the  Legislature  of  1891,  relative  to  the 
expediency  of  some  legislation  to  regulate  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  materials  containing  arsenic,  affidavits  were  pre- 
sented from  the  most  prominent  manufacturers  of  wall-paper 
in  this  country,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  **  no  arsenic  is 
used  in  this  manufacture,  and  arsenic  forms  no  pai*t  of  the 
materials  or  ingredients  used  in  such  manufacture." 

The  writer  has  had  exceptional  facilities  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  chemical  side  of  this  subject,  having  examined, 
during  the  past  thirteen  years,  several  thousand  samples  of 
paper  for  some  of  the  largest  dealers  in  Boston.  The  analy- 
ses made  during  the  first  three  years  of  the  writer's  experi- 
ence with  this  work  and  those  made  during  the  three  years 
just  past  have  been  brought  together,  and  the  results  are 
shown  in  the  following  tables :  — 
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Analyses  of  Wall-papers  made  in  1879,  1880  and  1881. 


YEAR. 

Non- 
Arsentcal. 

Arsenical. 

ToUl. 

1879,   

225 

151 

376 

1880 

600 

183 

783 

1881, 

475 

280 

liib 

Total, 

1,300 

^U 

1,9  U 

67.90/0 

32.1% 

Analyses  of  Wall-papers  made  in  1S89,  1890  and  1891, 


YEAR. 


Non- 
ArieniCAL 


i     L(>M  than 

one- twentieth 

grain  arsenic 

per  square 

yard.* 


One-twcntleth 
to  one-tenth 

grain  per 
square  yard. 


Over  one-tenth! 

grain  per      | 

square  yard,  i 


Total. 


1889,  . 

1890,  . 

1891,  . 

Total, 


542 

546 


365 


1,453 

67.90/, 


130 
197 


233 


560 
26.10/0 


33 


11 


23 


67 
3.1% 


15 


27 

20 


720 
781 
G41 


62 

2.9% 


2,142 


Bqfore  making  any  comparisons,  or  drawing  any  conclu- 
sions, it  should  bo  said,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  the 
papers  of  the  earlier  series  were  examined  by  the  original 
Marsh  method,  obtaining  a  mirror  on  porcelain  ;  while  those 
of  the  later  series  were  examined  by  the  much  more  delicate 
method,  the  so-called  Berzelius-Marsh  method. 

Had  the  1,300  *«  non-arsenical"  papers  of  the  first  scries 
been  examined  by  the  more  delicate  process,  doubtless  a 
large  percentage  would  have  been  found  to  contain  an  appre- 
ciable quantity  of  arsenic.  In  other  words,  the  percentage 
of   non-arsenical    papers   manufactured   is   probably    much 


*  Estimated  as  arssnlous  oxide. 
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greater  to-day  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  although  this  fact 
is  not  apparent  from  an  inspection  of  the  tables. 

If  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  **  arsenical "  papers  of 
the  first  series  and  those  papers  of  the  second  series  which 
contain  more  than  one-tenth  of  a  grain  per  square  yard, — 
and  such  a  comparison  is  permissible,  for  the  former  without 
any  question  contained  more  than  this  quantity,  —  we  are 
forced  to  admit  that  a  very  decided  impn>vement  has  taken 
phice  ;  that  about  three  per  cent,  of  the  papers  manufactured 
to-day  contain  more  than  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  per 
square  yard,  against  thirty  per  cent.,  approximately,  ten 
years  ago. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  papers,  as  actually  sold  in  the  State,  is  even  greater  than 
these  figures  indicate,  for  the  reason  that  the  dealers  to 
whom  these  papers  were  supplied  now  return  to  the  manu- 
facturers all  which  contain  more  than  a  certain  amount  of 
arsenic.  It  is  to  l>e  said,  in  answer,  that  the  number  of 
dealers  who  thus  return  papers  is  comparatively  small ;  and 
that  such  papers  as  are  returned  must  necessarily  find  a 
market  elsewhere ;  that  is,  with  the  less  particular  dealers 
who  constitute  the  large  majority. 

In  order  to  determine  the  character  of  the  papers  as  sold 
by  other  dealers,  about  200  samples  were  collected,  some 
from  small  dealers  in  Boston,  the  majority,  however,  from 
dealers  in  remote  parts  of  the  State.  Of  these  200  sam[)les, 
92  were  examined  with  reference  to  the  presence  of  arsenic ; 
44  were  non-ai*senical,  38  contained  less  than  one-twentieth 
of  a  grain,  G  between  one-twentieth  and  one-tenth,  and  4 
more  than  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  to  the  square  yard. 
Of  the  latter,  two  contained  about  one-eighth  of  a  grain, 
one,  1.2  grains,  and  (me,  2.6  grains  of  arsenic  (arsenious 
oxide)  per  square  yard.  There  was  such  a  close  corre- 
spondence between  these  results  and  those  to  which  refer- 
ence has  already  been  made,  that  it  did  not  seem  necessary 
to  pursue  this  part  of  the  investigation  further. 

The  following  conclusions  are  presented  as  the  result  of 
this  inquiry  so  far  as  it  relates  to  wall-papers  :  — 

Fh'st.  Between  sixty  and  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  i)apers 
sold  in  the  State  are  free  from  arsenic,  while  about  six  per 
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cent,  contain  more  than  one-twentieth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic 
(arsenious  oxide)  per  square  yard.  Of  the  latter,  about 
one-half,  or  three  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  contain 
more  than  one-tenth  of  a  grain  per  square  yard. 

Second,  The  percentage  of  papers  containing  more  than 
one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  per  square  yard  has  not 
diminished  during  the  past  three  years.  The  evidence  of 
this  is  found  in  the  table  showing  the  results  of  the  analyses 
made  in  1889,  1890  and  1891. 

Third.  It  is  practicable  to  manufacture  papers  which 
shall  contain  less  than  one-twentieth  to  one-tenth  grain  of 
arsenic  per  square  yard.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
ninety  per  cent.,  approximately,  of  the  papers  made  to-day 
and  sent  into  the  State  contain  less  than  this  quantity  of 
arsenic. 

Fourth,  Arsenic  is  not  essential  to  the  production  of  the 
colors,  since  all  the  colors  which  have  in  years  past  been 
highly  arsenical  are  now  produced  without  the  use  of  arsenic. 

Fifth,  The  claim  of  the  paper  manufacturers  that  the 
arsenic  present  in  their  products  is  an  unavoidable  impurity 
is  not  borne  out  by  the  facts.,  About  two  per  cent,  of  the 
papers  examined  contained  quantities  of  arsenic  ranging  from 
one-third  of  a  grain  to  one  grain  and  over  per  square  yard. 
Such  quantities  cannot  be  attributed  to  unavoidable  im- 
purities. It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  manufacturers  do 
not  knowingly  use  arsenic.  They  do  use  pigments  which 
contain  unnecessary  quantities  of  arsenic,  and  the  use  of 
such  pigments  can  easily  be  avoided. 

Other  Papers. 

Of  these,  the  most  important  are  the  so-called  **  glazed 
and  plated"  papers,  which  may  be  found  in  nearly  all  the 
Kind(?rgartcn  schools,  where  they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of 
small  children  who  fashion  them  into  ornamental  articles  of 
various  kinds.  Rolls  of  these  papers,  put  up  expressly  for 
the  use  of  children,  may  be  bought  in  nearly  all  the  toy  shops. 
They  are  also  used  for  covering  paste])oard  boxes,  as  covers 
for  pamphlets,  for  wrapping  confectionery  and  various  fancy 
articles,  for  lamp  shades,  and  for  decorative  purposes. 
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Many  of  these  papers,  as  sold  to-day,  are  highly  arsenical 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  their  dangerous  eliaracter  has 
been  repeatedly  pointed  out.  Eighty-eight  samples,  com- 
prising all  the  colors,  have  been  examined.  Of  these,  61 
were  non-arsenical,  19  contained  less  than  one-tenth  of  a 
grain  of  arsenic  per.  square  yard,  while  8  contained  more 
than  one-half  grain  per  square  yard.  The  latter  included 
one  blue,  one  red,  one  orange,  and  five  arsenical-green 
(Paris  green)  papers.  Six  rolls  of  these  papers  were  pur- 
chased in  as  many  different  toy  shops,  and  all,  with  a  single 
exception,  contained  a  sheet  of  the  characteristic  arsenical- 
green  paper.  These  green  papers  are  unquestionably  the 
most  dangerous  arsenical  papers  made.  A  number  of 
analyses  are  given  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Wood  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Board  of  Health  report  for  1885,  from  which 
it  appears  tliat  they  may  contain  from  three  to  eight  grains 
of  arsenious  oxide  per  square  foot.  A  decided  improvement 
is  noticed  in  other  colors,  especially  the  reds.  This  is 
probably  attributable  to  the  general  improvement  which  has 
been  made  in  colors  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  wall-paper  manufacturers.  In  1881  the  writer  examined 
a  large  number  of  these  papers,  including  sixteen  reds  of 
various  shades.  Of  the  latter  eleven  were  very  arsenical, 
while  but  one  ^vas  entirely  free  from  arsenic ;  while  of  nine 
red  papers  examined  for  this  investigation,  five  were  non- 
arsenical  ;  one  only  containing  more  than  one-tenth  of  a 
grain  per  square  yard. 

Paris  green  was  formerly  used  a  great  deal  as  a  pigment 
for  tickets,  price  cards,  and  other  articles  made  of  card- 
board. It  has  now  been  replaced  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  other  less  injurious  pigments,  but  its  use  has  not  been 
entirely  done  away  with.  Articles  of  this  description, 
colored  with  Paris  green,  are  frequently  brought  to  the 
chemists'  notice. 

Thin  tissue  paper  of  various  colors  is  very  much  used  at 
the  present  time  for  making  dolls'  dresses,  artificial  flowers, 
lamp  shades,  and  for  numerous  other  purposes.  Thirty- 
two  samples,  many  of  them  shades  of  red  and  green, 
were  examined.  Eighteen  were  non-arsenical,  14  contained 
extremely  minute   traces   of  arsenic.     The   largest  amount 
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found  (in  two  samples  only)  was  approximately  onc-sevonty- 
fifth  of  a  grain  per  square  yard.  These  papers,  so  far  as 
has  been  observed,  do  not  contain  any  injurious  amount  of 
arsenic. 

Textile   FAnuics. 

• 

Compounds  of  arsenic  are  used  quite  extensively  in  the 
manufacture  of  coloring  matters,  and  in  some  of  the  proc- 
esses for  fixing  colors  upon  fabrics.  These  applications 
have  been  well  illustrated  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Wood,  to 
which  reference  has  already  been  made,  and  it  is  therefore 
unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  them  at  this  time. 

The  more  important  question,  just  now,  is :  What  per- 
centage of  fabrics  contain  such  an  amount  of  arsenic  as  may, 
under  suitable  conditions,  cause  injury  to  health?  No  very 
thorough  investigation  of  this  question  appears  to  have  been 
undertaken.  In  order,  therefore,  to  get  at  the  facts  as 
exactly  as  possible,  a  relatively  large  number  of  samples 
have  been  examined.  In  the  collection  of  these  samples, 
a  special  endeavor  has  been  made  to  secure  as  wide  a 
variety  in  coloring  as  possible.  The  results  of  the  analyses 
are  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Results  of  Ancdyses  of  Fabrics. 
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Approximately  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  cotton  fabrics  were 
non-arsenical,  while  about  eighteen  per  cent,  contained  more 


*  These  Included  cretonneB,  mulls,  plushes,  corduroys,  cliallics,  carpets,  etc 
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than  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  per  square  yard ;  a 
very  largo  proportion  of  the  latter  containing  much  more 
than  this  amount.  The  quantity  of  arsenic  was  estimated  in 
twenty  samples  taken  at  random  from  the  most  arsenical 
ones,  and  was  found  to  range  between  .8  grain  and  3.4 
grains  per  squai*e  yard.  These  results  are  in  close  corre- 
spondence with  those  obtained  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes  (*' Ther- 
apeutic Gazette,"  January,  1881),  page  24,  from  the  **  London 
Chemical  News"),  who  examined  100  samples  of  Indian  mus- 
lins and  cretonnes,  and  found  that  twenty-three  per  cent, 
contained  arsenic  in  appreciable  quantities,  the  highest  per- 
centage being  2.1  grains  of  arsenious  oxide  per  square  yard. 
The  most  dangerous  material  met  with  was  arsenical-green 
(Paris  green)  tarlatan,  which  is  still  sold  in  the  retail  stores, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  attention  has  repeatedly  been 
called  to  its  poisonous  character.  The  pigment  is  applied 
to  this  material  very  loosely,  and  is  readily  detached  by 
friction  or  even  by  slight  motion.  Another  very  arsenical 
material,  for  w]ii<-h  tliere  appears  to  be  a  considerable  demand, 
is  a  red  striped  ticking  used  for  mattresses.  Of  six  sjmiples 
of  this,  obtained  from  different  furniture  dealers,  five  proved 
to  contain  a  very  large  percentage  of  arsenic.  Here,  as  in 
the  case  of  papers,  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  practicable  to 
manufacture  fabrics  which  shall  be  free  from  arsenic  ;  further, 
that  arsenic  is  not  essential,  since  there  was  found  for  nearly 
every  arsenical  sample  a  duplicate  in  color  which  was  non- 
arsenical,  and  which  stood  washing  equally  well  with  the 
ai'senical  pattern. 

A  few  experiments  have  been  made  to  determine  the  effect 
of  washing  upon  the  amount  of  arsenic.  It  was  found  in  all 
the  experiments  that  an  appreciable  amount  of  arsenic  is 
removed  by  a  single  washing  ;  usually  about  one-half  of  all  the 
arsenic  present.  Repeated  washings  failed,  in  three  experi- 
ments in  which  its  effects  were  investigated,  to  remove  all  the 
arsenic. 

But  little  attention  has  been  given  to  woollens  and  silks. 
The  results  of  the  few  analyses  made  are  in  close  accord  with 
the  previous  experience  of  tlie  writer  and  other  chemists. 
Occasionally  a  very  arsenical  all-wool  material  is  met  with, 
but  the  percentage  of  such  appears  to  be  very  small.     Mixed 
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cottoD  and  woolIeD  goods  are,  however,  as  liable  to  conttin 
arsenic  as  any  cotton  fabric.  Some  of  the  most  arsenical 
samples  met  with  in  this  investigation  were  of  this  descrip- 
tion. The  writer  has  never  detected  a  dangerous  amount  of 
arsenic  in  a  pure  silk.  The  percentage  of  arsenical  silks 
appears  to  be  even  smaller  than  that  of  arsenical  woollens. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  colors  used  in  the  interior  decorating  of  houses  have 
been  examined  with  reference  to  the  presence  of  arsenic, 
since  it  appears  probable  that  these,  next  to  papers  and 
fabrics,  are  the  most  important  sources  of  chronic  arsenical 
poisoning. 

The  following  were  found  to  contain  arsenic  in  con- 
siderable quantity:  Orange  chrome  yellow,  two  samples; 
dark  ochre,  two  samples ;  Venetian  red,  four  samples  ;  raw 
umber,  three  samples ;  sienna,  two  samples ;  brown  umber, 
two  samples.  The  following  were  non-arsenical :  Chrome 
green,  three  samples  ;  emerald  green,  two  samples  ;  whiting, 
one  sample ;  ultramarine  blue,  two  samples ;  lampblack, 
two  samples.  The  remaining  colors  examined,  namely, 
quaker  green,  lemon  chrome  yellow,  cobalt  blue,  and  light 
ochre,  contained  a  small  percentage  of  arsenic. 

It  is  perhaps  doubtful  if  these  arsenical  pigments,  when 
put  on  with  oil,  are  likely  to  cause  injury.  With  water 
colors,  however,  the  conditions  correspond  very  closely  to 
those  met  with  in  the  case  of  wall-papers.  These  colors  are 
laid  on  the  wall  comparatively  loose ;  particles  are  easily 
detached,  fall  to  the  floor,  and  may  afterward  become  dif- 
fused through  the  air  in  the  fonu  of  a  fine  dust. 

No  accurate  determination  of  the  amount  of  arsenic  in  any 
of  these  pigments  has  been  made,  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
percentage  of  arsenic  is  of  no  particular  value,  unless  the 
weight  of  the  pigment  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  various 
tints  is  also  known.  It  is  intended,  if  possible,  to  secure 
the  co-operdtion  of  some  of  the  decorators  in  the  further 
investigation  of  this  subject. 

So  far  as  couhl  be  ascertained  Paris  green  is  not  used  at 
the  present  time  in  the  interior  decorating  of  houses.     All 


No.  34.]     FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION.  711 

•  the  green  colors  which  were  tested  were  either  chrome 
greens,  or  mixtures  of  blue  and  yellow  colors. 

Several  boxes  of  water  colors,  such  as  are  used  by 
children,  were  examined  with  special  reference  to  the  pres- 
ence of  Paris  green,  but  with  a  negative  result. 

A  similar  negative  result  attended  the  examination  of 
18  toy  candles  which  were  obtained  from  different  localities. 
The  coloring  matter  of  the  green  candles  was,  in  all  those 
examined,  a  mixture  of  a  blue  and  yellow  pigment. 

So  far  as  has  been  observed,  Paris  green  is  not  now  used 
as  a  pigment  for  children's  toys,  except  in  the  form  of  the 
green  papers,  to  which  attention  has  been  called,  and  green 
tarlatan.  Considering  the  wide  publicity  which  has  been 
given  to  the  whole  subject  of  arsenical  poisoning  as  it  may 
occur  in  our  homes,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  this  very 
dangerous  arsenical  pigment  is  still  used  at  all  in  the  manu- 
facture of  materials  which  are  especially  liable  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  small  children,  who  are  thus  subjected  to  the  nsk 
of  serious  if  not  fatal  poisoning. 

*  Method  of  Analysis. 

In  the  analysis  of  papers  for  arsenic,  the  method  adopted 
is  one  which  has  been  used  by  the  writer  and  other  chemists 
in  this  vicinity  for  several  years  past  with  perfectly  satis- 
factory results.  The  following  is  a  brief  description  of  the 
process :  The  paper,  cut  into  small  pieces,  is  placed  in  a 
porcelain  evaporating  dish  and  thoroughly  moistened  with  a 
few  cubic  centimeters  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  to 
which  one-thirtieth  of  its  volume  of  concentrated  nitric  acid 
has  been  added.  The  mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  till  the 
paper  has  absorbed  the  acid  and  become  thoroughly  disinte- 
grated, when  the  dish  is  placed  on  a  sand-bath  and  heated  by 
a  low  flame  with  constant  stirring  till  the  paper  is  thoroughly 
charred  and  the  nitric  acid  expelled.  When  the  charred 
mass  has  cooled,  a  few  cubic  centimeters  of  water  are  added, 
the  mass  is  thoroughly  pulverized  with  a  glass  rod  flattened 
at  one  end,  heated  to  boiling  to  expel  sulphur  dioxide,  then 
filtered  and  washed  with  water.  The  quantity  of  water 
used  for  extraction  should  not  much  exceed  30  cubic  centi- 
meters (about  one  fluid  ounce). 
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This  method  of  treatment  is  applicable  to  cotton  fabrics 
as  well  as  to  papers.  «  Woollens  and  silks  require  a  slight 
modification  of  the  process.  These,  when  treated  in  the 
manner  described  with  concentrated  acids  furnish  a  dark- 
colored,  more  or  less  fluid,  mixture,  which  upon  further 
heating  fails  to  assume  the  dry  granular  appeanince  which  is 
essential  to  the  securing  of  a  clear  extract  upon  treatment 
with  water.  If  this  colored  mixture  is  treated  with  water 
and  filtered,  a  great  deal  of  the  organic  matter  passes  through 
the  paper,  and  the  dark  colored  extract  thus  obtained  is 
unsuitable  for  the  subsequent  test.  In  such  cases  satisfac- 
tory results  have  been  secured  by  heating  the  material,  as 
before  described,  with  the  concentrated  acids  till  the  nitric 
acid  is  expelled,  and  then  adding,  after  the  mixture  has 
cooled  somewiiat,  the  proper  quantity  of  paper  which  has 
previously  been  proved  to  be  free  from  arsenic,  and  reheat- 
ing. The  mixture  then  readily  assumes  a  dry  granular  appear- 
ance and  upon  treatment  with  water  furnishes  a  clear 
extract. 

The  extract,  obtained  in  the  manner  described,  is  tested 
for  arsenic  by  the  modification  of  the  Marsh  method  known 
as  the  Berzelius-Marsh  method.  A  failure  to  obtain  a 
mirror  within  twenty-five  to  thirty  minutes  is  regarded  as 
proof  of  the  absence  of  arsenic.  All  materials  used  in  the 
process  must  be  absolutely  free  from  arsenic,  and  the  mirror 
when  obtained  must  be  carefully  tested  in  order  to  avoid 
any  error  which  might  result  from  the  presence  of  antimony. 

By  means  of  the  Berzelius-Marsh  method,  comparing  the 
mirror  obtained  from  an  aliquot  part  of  a  solution  obtained 
from  a  measured  amount  of  paper  or  fabric  with  a  set  of 
standard  mirrors  obtained  from  known  amounts  of  arsenious 
oxide,  the  amount  of  arsenic  present  can  bo  easily  and 
quickly  estimated.  This  method  for  the  quantitative  estima- 
tion of  arsenic  was  first  suggested  by  Prof.  H.  B.  Hill  of 
Cambridge,  and  has  since  been  worked  out  by  Prof.  C.  R. 
Sanger,  whose  investigations  are  published  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Academy  of  Aii:s  and  Sciences,  Vol. 
XXVI.  Professor  Sanger  finds  that  it  furnishes,  when 
carried  out  with  proper  precautions,  results  worthy  of  com* 
parbon  with  other  methods;   and  that  it  unquestionably 
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surpasses  all  other  methods  for  the  quantitative  estimation 
of  minute  quantities  of  arsenic. 

The  amount  of  paper  or  fabric  taken  for  analysis  has 
varied  somewhat  with  the  character  of  the  material ;  e.  g., 
whether  a  plain  color  or  figured.  Usually  100  square 
centimeters  (about  16  square  inches),  occasionally  200  square 
centimeters,  have  been  taken.  In  the  case  of  figured  materials, 
it  is  important  to  secure  all  the  colors  in  fair  proportion. 
This  can  be  effected  by  the  use  of  patterns  of  different 
dimensions. 

WILLIAM  B.   HILLS. 

Boston,  Jan.  28,  1892. 
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THE  WEEKLY  MORTALITY  REPORTS  OF  MASSA- 

CHDSEnS  CITIES  AND  TOWNS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  189L 


The  following  report  comprises  the  statistics  which  have  been 
compiled  from  the  returns  sent  to  the  Board  at  the  close  of  each 
week  by  the  authorities  of  cities  and  towns  having  in  charge 
the  registration  of  the  vital  statistics  of  their  respective  munici- 
palities. These  returns  are  entirely  voluntary,  and  consist 
chiefly  of  the  mortality  returns  of  the  cities  and  of  the  large 
towns  in  which  the  registration  is  most  efficiently  conducted. 
It  would  add  very  much  to  the  value  of  this  report  if  every 
town  in  the  State  should  contribute  to  it.  Legislation  has 
repeatedly  been  recommended  which  should  secure  this  result, 
but  thus  far  without  avail.  Hence  the  report  must  for  the 
present  be  incomplete.  Its  value,  when  compared  with  the 
registration  reports  of  the  State,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  presents 
with  a  tolerable  degree  of  accuracy  the  seasonable  fluctuation 
of  the  principal  infectious  diseases  from  year  to  year. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  contributing 
to  this  report  for  the  year  1891  was  about  1,200,000,  or  one- 
half  the  population  of  the  State. 

The  data  embraced  in  this  report  are  the  following :  — 

Average   height  of   barometer    for  Deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases. 

each  week.  Deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 

Mean   or  daily  maximum  temper-  I  Deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases. 

ature.  Deaths  from  scarlet-fever. 

Mean  or  daily  minimum   tempera-  i  Deaths  from  measles. 

tare. 
Rainfall  expressed  in  inches. 
Total  deaths  for  each  week  reported. 

Deaths  of  children  under  five  vears    I  Deaths  from  malarial  fever. 

Deaths  from  infectious  diseases.  Deaths  from  small-pox. 

Deaths  from  consumption.  Deaths  from  erysipelas. 


Deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup. 
Deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 
Deaths  from  whooping-cough. 
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The  following  points  are  to  be  observed  in  regard  to  this 
summary  of  weekly  mortality  reports  of  the  State  :  — 

1.  It  is  not  a  report  of  the  entire  population,  since  it  is 
compiled  mainly  from  the  returns  of  the  cities  and  large  towns, 
comprising  about  three-fifths  of  the  population. 

2.  It  does  not  correspond  exactly  with  the  calendar  year, 
since  it  is  made  up  from  weekly  and  not  from  monthly  returns. 
In  that  portion  which  gives  the  mortality  for  nine  years,  the 
weeks  of  the  different  years  do  not  correspond  exactly.  The 
summary  must  be  regarded  as  an  approximate  statement. 

3.  The  death  rates  in  these  reports  are  probably  in  each 
year  slightly  greater  than  those  of  the  State,  since  they  mainly 
represent  the  mortality  of  an  urban  population.. 

In  addition  to  the  statistics  of  the  year  1891,  the  present 
report  will  contain  a  summary  of  the  reported  weekly  mortality 
of  the  previous  eight  years,  1883-90  inclusive. 
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Total  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  for  1891,  from  the 
cities  and  towns  which  contributed  returns,  was  24,687,  and 
the  average  number  per  week  was  475.  The  greatest  number 
of  deaths  reported  in  a  single  week  was  694,  in  the  week  end- 
ing December  26,  and  the  least  number  was  353,  in  the  week 
ending  July  4. 

The  weekly  average  number  of  deaths  reported  for  each 
month  was  as  follows  :  — 


January, 466  1  July,   . 

Febmary, 436  |   August, 

March 428  '  September, 

April, .    ' 476  [  October,      . 

May, 447  ,  November, . 

June, 404  i   December,  . 


.  509 
.  573 
.  479 
.  460 
.  452 
.  548 


The  months  in  which  the  greatest  numbers  of  deaths  were 
reported  were  July,  August  and  December,  and  those  in  which 
the  least  numbers  were  reported  were  February,  March  and 
June. 

The  percentages  of  mortality  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of 
the  year  were  as  follows  :  — 


First  ouart<?r. 

Second  (juarter,  . 

Third  quarter,  . 

Fourth  (juarter,  , 


Total, 


All  Aobs. 


Agrs  dxdri  5  Ykars. 


Numbers. 


Percent-    ,i  vn».K*r.    i    l*ercent- 


!  .! 

5,7H0  23.44  i'  1,720  19.61 

5,777  28.40   i  1,640  ',     18.70 

6,H18  '     27.62  ,1  3,419  i     38.98 

6,303  '     25.54  ,  1,992  I     22.71 


I- 


24,687  '  100.00  ,      8,771  ,100.00 


The  percentages  in  each  quarter  were  more  uniform  than 
those  of  1890,  in  which  year  the  extremes  for  all  ages  were 
21.8  and  28.6,  while  in  1801  the  extremes  were  23.4  and 
27.6. 

The  appearance  of  influenza  in  the  winter  of  1891-92  seems 
to  have  had  a  similar  effect  upon  the  mortality  rate  to  that 
which  was  observed  two  years  previous. 
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Deaths  undek  Five  YeaRvS. 

The  reported  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  was  8,771,  and  the  average  weekly  number  was  169. 
The  greatest  number  reported  in  a  single  week  was  371,  in  the 
week  ending  August  1 ;  and  the  least  number  was  103,  in  the 
week  ending  June  6.  The  ratio  of  the  deaths  of  this  class  to 
the  total  reported  mortality  was  35.5  per  cent.,  being  nearly 
identical  with  that  of  1890,  and  but  slightly  greater  than  those 
of  the  preceding  years. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  by  months,  was  as  follows :  — 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May,. 

June, 


139 
136 
121 
127 
120 
132 


July, 

August,     . 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 


251 
306 
441 
172 
134 
149 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  at  this 
period  of  life  were  July  and  August,  and  those  having  the  least 
were  March  and  May. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  percentage  of  deaths  of  this  class 
in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  very  largely  exceeded  those  of 
either  of  the  other  quarters. 

Consumption. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause^in|1891  was 
2,877,  and  the  weekly  average  55.  The  greatest^n umber  of 
deaths  reported  from  this  cause  in  a  single  week  was  75,  in  the 
week  ending  January  10,  and  the  least  number  was  ^33,  in  the 
week  ending  July  18.  In  most  of  the  weeks  the  variation 
from  the  average  was  but  slight. 

The  average  weekly  number  reported  in  each  month  from 


tnis  cause  was  as  j 

follows :  — 

January,   , 

.      59 

July, 

.      51 

Febniary, . 

.      51 

August,     . 

.      52 

March, 

.      50 

September, 

.      52 

April, 

.      59 

October,    . 

.      58 

May 

.      61 

November, 

.      51 

June, 

.      53 

December, 

.      60 
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The  variiitions  from  the   average  weekly  numbers    for   the 
years  1881),  18!K)  and  1891  were  as  follows:  — 

Variation  from  the  Weekly  Average. 


I      i      h 


January,  . 

February, 

March,     . 

April, 

May, 

June, 


0 

42 

. ;     4 

3 

0 

3 

2 

I 

—1 

I 

1     <) 

—3 

4 

—4 

—5 

4 

6 

—2 


July, 

Autjfust,  . 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


-1 
-I 
-3 
0 
1 
0 


—8 
—4 
—5 
-11 
-12 
0 


—4 
—3 
—3 

3 
—4 

5 


The  excessive  variation  of  •January,  1890,  was  attendant 
upon  the  epidemic  of  influenza  of  that  year.  The  ratio  of  re- 
ported deaths  from  consumption,  as  compared  with  the  reported 
mortality  from  all  causes,  was  116.5,  while  that  of  previous 
years  was  as  follows ;  188(),  150.5  ;  1887,  141.1 ;  1888,  134.2  ; 
1889,  125  ;  and  1890,  130.  The  ratio  to  the  reporting  popula- 
tion was  2.42,  as  compared  w^ith  2.78  in  1890. 


Acute  Lung  Diseases. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  group  of  causes 
in  1891  was  3,205,  and  the  average  number  for  each  week 
was  62. 

The  average  weekly  number  reported  for  each  month  was 
as  follows :  — 


January,  . 

February, . 

March, 

April, 

Mav, 

June, 


81 

July, 

.      27 

79 

August,     , 

.       19 

75 

September, 

.       18 

94 

October,    . 

.      33 

88 

November, 

.      61 

56 

December, 

.     116 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported  from  these  causes 
in  a  single  week  was  185,  in  the  week  ending  December  26, 
and  the  least  number  was  14,  in  the  week  ending  August  29. 

The  months  having  the  <rrcatest  number  of  reported  deaths 
from  these  causes  were  January,  May  and  December,  and 
those  having  the  least  number  were  July,  August  and  Sep- 
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tember.  The  effect  of  another  epidemic  of  influenza  began  to 
show  itself  in  a  largely  increased  number  of  deaths  from  these 
causes  in  the  last  week  of  December. 

The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  these  causes,  as  compared 
with  the  reported  total  mortality,  was  129.8  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  130.8  in  181)0  and  106  in  1889.  The  mortality 
rate,  as  compared  with  the  reporting  population,  was  2.69  per 
1,000  ;  that  of  1890  was  2.8. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  total  nutnber  of  reported  deaths  from  typhoid  fever 
in  1891  was  449,  and  the  weekly  average  was  8. 

The  average  weekly  number  reported  for  each  month  was  as 
follows :  — 


January, 15 

February, 11 

March, 7 

April, 7 

May, 4 

Juue, 2 


July, 

Au^st,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 


4 
6 

14 

15 

11 

9 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  were  January,  yeptembcr  and  October,  and  those  having 
the  least  number  were  May,  June  and  July.  The  unusual 
increase  in  January  and  February  was  mainly  due  to  the  prev- 
alence of  the  disease  among  the  cities  of  the  Merrimack  River 
valley  which  derive  their  water  supply  from  that  river.  (See 
paper  by  Mr.  Mills,  in  report  of  1890.) 

The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  to  the 
reported  mortality  fr«»m  all  causes  in  1891  was  18.2  per  1,000, 
which  was  less  than  that  of  either  of  the  four  previous  years. 
That  of  1890  was  19.3;  1889,20.9;  1888,20.7;  and  1887, 
20.9.  The  reduction  in  the  State  at  large  since  1801  has  been 
fully  one-half,  notwithstanding  the  continued  high  prevalence 
in  cities  having  polluted  water  supplies.  The  ratio  to  the 
reporting  population  was  .38  per  1,000,  while  that  of  1890 
was  .42. 

The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  (22) 
occurred  in  the  week  ending  September  26,  and  there  were  no 
reported  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  week  ending  June  13. 
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DiARRHCEAL    DISEASES.      {Diarrhoea y    Dysenteiy^     Cholera y 

Cholera  Infantum  and  Enteritis) . 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  group  of  causes 
in  1891  was  2,173,  and  the  weekly  average  was  42. 

The  average  weekly  number  reported  for  each  month  was  as 
follows :  — 

January, 5 

Februai7, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 


6 

July,. 

.    134 

4 

August,     . 

.    160 

6 

September, 

.      92 

5 

October,    . 

.      40 

6 

November,        .     '   . 

.      11 

22 

December, 

5 

The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  this 
group  of  causes  were  July,  August  and  September,  and  those 
having  the  least  were  January,  February,  April  and  December. 
The  greatest  number  reported  in  a  single  week  was  228,  in 
each  of  the  two  weeks  ending  July  25  and  August  1 ;  and  the 
least  number  was  1,  in  the  week  ending  February  28. 

The  reported  mortality  from  these  causes  for  the  last  half  of 
the  year  was  90.6  of  the  total  number  reported  for  the  year 
from  the  same  causes,  and  that  of  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
was  78.3  per  cent.  The  ratio  of  the  reported  mortality  from 
these  causes  to  the  total  mortality  was  84.  per  1,000,  as  com- 
pared with  89.8  in  1890,  87.7  in  1889  and  77.9  in  1888.  The 
ratio  to  the  Reporting  population  was  1.82  per  1,000. 


Scarlet-fever. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  scarlet-fever  in 
1891  was  155,  and  the  weekly  average  from  the  same  cause 
was  3. 

The  average  reported  weekly  mortality  for  each  month  was 
as  follows :  — 


January, 4 

February, 3 

March, 4 

April 3 

May, 4 

June, .2 


July,     . 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 


1 
2 
1 
2 
4 


December, 7 
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The  months  having  the  greatest  reported  mortality  from  this 
cause  were  June  and  December,  and  those  having  the  least 
were  July  and  September. 

The  ratio  of  the  reported  mortality  from  this  cause  to  the 
total  mortality  was  6.3  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  4.6  in 
1890,  11.2  in  1889  and  14.4  in  1888. 

The  ratio  for  the  thirty  years  ending  with  1890  was  26.1, 
and  the  lowest  ratio  of  any  year  of  that  period  was  4.4.  The 
actual  numbers  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1872,  '73,  74,  '75 
and  '76  were  respectively  1,377,  1,472,  1,382,  1,684  and 
1,222. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  cause  in  a 
single  week  was  10,  in  the  week  ending  December  26,  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  weeks  ending  July 
25  and  October  10  and  17.  The  ratio  to  the  estimated  re- 
porting population  was  .13  per  1,000. 

Measles. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  was  80, 
and  the  weekly  average  1.5.  The  average  weekly  mortality 
reported  from  this  cause  was  as  follows  :  — 


January, 3 

February, 2 

March, 3 

April, 2 

May 2 

June,    .        .      ~.        .        .        .2 


July,  ^ 3 

August, - 

SepteiDber, 1 

October, - 

November, - 

December, - 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths 
from  this  cause  were  January,  March  and  July,  and  the  weekly 
average  in  August,  October,  November  and  December  was 
less  than  1 . 

The  ratio  of  mortality  from  measles  to  the  total  mortality 
was  3.24  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  1.9  in  1890  and  3.6  in 
1889.  The  ratio  to  the  estimated  population  of  reporting  cities 
and  towns  was  .07  per  1,000. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  diphtheria  and 
croup  was  591,  and  the  weekly  average  was  11. 
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The  average  weekly  mortality  reported  in  each  month  was  as 
follows :  — 


January, 14 

February, 8 

March,        .....  8 

April, 8 

May 9 

June, 9 


July,   .... 
August, 
September, 
October, 

6 

7 

.      7 

.     15 

November, . 

.    23 

December,  . 

.     21 

The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  occurred  in  the 
months  of  October,  November  and  December,  and  the  least 
number  in  July,  August  and  September. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported  from  these  causes  in 
a  single  week  (28)  occurred  in  the  week  ending  October  31, 
and  the  least  number  (2)  in  the  week  ending  July  25. 

The  ratio  of  mortality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  to  the  total 
reported  mortality  was  23.9  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  37.9 
in  1890,  56.9  in  1889  and  53.6  in  1888. 

The  ratio  to  the  estimated  reporting  population  was  .5 
per  1,000. 


Whoopino-couoh,   Erysipelas,   Puerperal  Fever,   Mala- 
rial Fever  and  Small-pox. 

The  statistics  relative  to  this  group  of  causes  of  death  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Total 
Deaths  re- 
ported. 

83 

77 

29 

6 

1 

Weekly 
Arerage. 

Katio  per 
1,000 

reported 

Deaths  from 

all  Caases. 

Ratio  per 

1,000 
oftheEatl- 

mated 
ropalaUon . 

Whooping-cough, 

Erysipelas, 

Puerperal  fever,         .... 

Malarial  fever, 

Small-pox, 

1.6 
1.5 
0.6 
0.1 

3.4 
3.1 
1.2 
0.2 

.07 
.06 
.02 
.004 

The  reported  mortality  from  whooping-cough  was  less  than 
that  of  any  of  the  preceding  years  since  the  beginning  of  pub- 
lication of  the  summary  of  the  weekly  mortality  reports.     The 
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reported  deaths  from  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever  were 
greater  than  those  of  1890,  and  those  from  malarial  fever  were 
less.  There  was  but  one  reported  death  from  small-pox  in 
1891. 

Summary  for  the  Nine  Years  1883  to  1891  inclusive. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  statistics  of  repoiled  mortality 
for  the  year  1891,  the  figures  for  the  whole  period  of  nine 
years  during  which  these  reports  have  been  issued  are  presented 
in  the  following  tables.  The  chief  value  of  these  tables  con- 
sists in  the  fact  that  they  present  the  seasonal  mortality  from 
several  of  the  most  destructive  and  infectious  diseases  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time.  The  causes  of  death  comprised  in 
this  summary  are  the  same  as  those  contained  in  the  statistics 
of  1891. 

Total  Mortality,  —  The  total  reported  mortality  for  the  nine 
years  1883-91  is  represented  in  the  accompanying  table  and 
diagram,  and  is  made  up  from  214,593  deaths,  the  weekly 
average  being  4,127.     (See  diagram  on  page  721.) 

The  special  point  worthy  of  notice  in  this  table  is  the 
marked  increase  in  the  mortality  in  January,  which  is  due  to 
the  epidemic  of  influenza  in  January,  1890,  and  does  not  appear 
in  a  similar  table  made  up  for  the  years  preceding  1890. 

The  second  increase  in  mortality,  in  March  and  April,  is  due 
very  largely  to  the  increased  prevalence  of  acute  lung  diseases 
in  these  months.  The  mortality  curve  then  descends  with  con- 
siderable uniformity  to  the  end  of  June,  which  is  usually  in 
New  England  the  month  of  least  mortality. 

A  very  rapid  rise  then  occurs  in  Jul}%  mainly  due  to  the 
diarrhoeal  diseases,  culminating  about  August  1,  and  then 
descends  more  gradually  till  October,  when  it  remains  nearly 
stationary,  with  a  slight  rise  in  December. 

The  least  number  of  total  deaths  for  the  nine  years  (3,438) 
occurred  in  the  last  week  in  June,  and  the  greatest  number 
(5,552)  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  August. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age.  —  The  curve 
of  mortality  representing  the  deaths  of  children  under  five 
years  coincides  quite  closely  with  the  curve  of  total  mortality. 
The  chief  exception  is  the  absence  of  the  increase  in  January, 
which  was  due  to  the  influenza  of  1890,  and  which  fell  with 
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much  greater  severity  upon  the  adult  than  upon  the  in&nt 
population. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  of  this  class  was  74,804, 
and  the  weekly  average  1,439.  The  greatest  number  in  any 
one  week  (3,025)  occurred  in  the  thirty-first  week  (last  days 
of  July  and  first  days  of  August),  and  the  least  number  (986) 
in  the  foily-seventh  week  (middle  of  November). 


Total  Deaths.  —  DecUks  under  Five  Years,  and  Deaths  from  Consumption 
ami  Actite  Lung  Diseases  for  Each  Week  in  the  Year  {1883-91)* 


Total 

I>eath« 

Conramp- 

Acute 
Lunif 

I>eath«. 

Under  5. 

Uon. 

Dlseasei. 

First  week, 

4,176 

1,201 

664 

762 

Second  week, 

• 

4,242 

1,189 

640 

789 

Third  week. 

•-a 

4,421 

1,232 

680 

869 

Fourth  week. 

4,220 

1,197 

648 

716 

Fifth  week, 

4,016 

1,162 

683 

638 

Sixth  week, . 

• 

8,917 

1,231 

601 

696 

Seventh  week,     . 

0) 

8,998 

1,182 

698 

7(K) 

Eighth  week. 

4,084 

1,228 

697 

668 

Kinth  week. 

4,106 

1,261 

601 

683 

Tenth  week. 

• 

4,147 

1,246 

609 

678 

Eleventh  week,  . 

§ 

4,307 

1,267 

637 

746 

Twelfth  week,     . 

S 

4,308 

1,316 

666 

741 

Thirteenth  week. 

4,849 

1,821 

6i<0 

788 

Fourteenth  week. 

« 

4,219 

1,297 

644 

668 

Fifteenth  week,  . 

'      ? 

4,256 

1,229 

629 

702 

Sixteenth  week,  . 

4,288 

1,227 

603 

796 

Seventeenth  week, 

<! 

4,004 

1,238 

602 

660 

Eighteenth  week, 

8,926 

1.188 

686 

600 

Nineteenth  week. 

>      >* 

8,962 

1,129 

686 

698 

Twentieth  week. 

8,966 

1.112 

613 

687 

Twenty-first  week, 

8,864 

1,196 

699 

621 

Twenty-second  week,. 

8,662 

1,088 

688 

489 

Twenty-third  week. 

• 

8,634 

1,086 

677 

878 

Twenty-fourth  week, . 

3,461 

994 

684 

844 

Twenty'-fifth  week. 

p9 
.      1-3 

3,641 

1,104 

660 

318 

Twenty-sixth  week,    . 

8,438 

1,168 

618 

308 

Twenty-seventh  week 

A 

3,747 

1,614 

497 

222 

Twenty-eighth  week, , 

9 

4,399 

2,096 

628 

206 

Twenty -ninth  week,   . 

4,746 

2,260 

606 

240 

Thirtieth  week,   . 

« 

6,479 

2,918 

666 

188 

Thirty-first  w'»ok. 

6,662 

8,026 

676 

195 

Thirty-second  week,  . 

•     ba 

6,186 

2,686 

670 

172 

Thirty-third  week. 

9 
•      < 

6,212 

2,630 

668 

166 

Thirty-fourth  week,    , 

4,764 

2,163 

672 

147 

Thirty-filVh  week. 

4,614 

2,063 

666 

197 

Thirtj'-sixth  week. 

4,447 

1,972 

664 

204 

Thirty-seventh  week, . 

'      t 

4,876 

1,969 

667 

206 

Thirty-eighth  week,    , 

4,280 

1,741 

664 

280 

Thirty-ninth  week. 

•        •        • 

4,180 

1,678 

646 

271 

738 
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Total  Deaths. — Deaths  under  Five  Years,  and  Deaths  from  Consumption 

and  Acute  Lung  Diseases,  etc.  —  Concluded. 




Acot« 

ToUl 

Deaths 

Coninmp- 

Lung 

Deathi. 

Under  5. 

tlon.       1 

DlftMset. 

Fortieth  week,    . 

3,936 

1,511 

535 

297 

Forty-first  week, . 

3,955 

1.411 

552 

304 

Forty-second  week,     . 

.  6 

3,864 

1,211 

557 

299 

Forty-third  week. 

3,758 

1,191 

539 

342 

Forty-fourtli  week, 

3,563 

1,090 

554 

350 

Forty-fifth  week. 

•      ft 

3,733 

1,115 

549 

426 

Forty-sixth  week. 

3,710 

1,086 

564 

466 

Forty -seventh  week,   . 

3,564 

986 

538 

462 

Forty-eighth  week,     . 

3,698 

1,039 

543 

490 

Forty-ninth  wook, 

ci 

3,773 

1,060 

544 

499 

Fiftieth  week. 

3,871 

1,149 

561 

560 

Fifty-first  weel^,  . 

3,821 

1,125 

535 

558 

Fifty-second  week, 

• 

•         • 

4,137 

1,209 

589 

721 

Total,   .        .        .        . 

214,593 

74,804 

30,101 

24,699 

Weekly  average, . 

•         • 

4,127 

1,489 

579 

476 

Consumption.  —  The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
consumption  for  the  nine  years  1883-91  was  30,101,  and  the 
average  number  for  each  week  was  579.  The  greatest  number 
in  any  week  for  the  nine  successive  years  was  G80,  in  the  third 
week  of  January,  and  also  in  the  last  week  of  March ;  and  the 
least  number  was  497,  in  the  first  week  of  July. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  appears  to  have  been  per- 
ceptibly influenced  by  the  epidemic  of  influenza,  which  mani- 
fested its  destructive  eflTect  in  the  last  week  of  December  and 
the  first  three  weeks  of  January.  This  excess  in  winter  is, 
however,  balanced  by  a  corresponding  decrease  in  midsummer, 
which  apparently  shows  that  the  mortality  from  consumption, 
which  usually  maintains  a  comparatively  uniform  rate  through- 
out the  year,  was  hastened  by  the  influenza,  so  that  many 
deaths  which  would  otherwise  have  occurred  in  midsummer 
were  transferred  to  the  preceding  midwinter. 

The  excess  of  March  and  April  may  be  considered  as  a  nor- 
mal excess  for  these  months  for  the  region  of  Massachusetts. 

For  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  the  death  rate  from  this 
cause  continues  with  comparative  uniformity.  This  diagrami 
may  be  compared  with  that  which  represents  the  mortality 
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from  the  same  cause  for  the  six  years,  1883-88,  on  page  239 
of  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  Board,  for  1888,  in 
which  the  mortality  appears  to  be  much  more  uniform  from 
week  to  week  than  it  was  when  the  two  influenza  years  w^ere 
included. 

The  mortality  from  consumption  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
constituted  52.5  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  that  of  the  last 
half  47.5  per  cent. 

Acute  Lung  Diseases. — The  total  reported  mortality  from 
this  group  of  diseases  for  the  nine  years,  1883-91,  was  24,699, 
and  the  weekly  average  475. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  a  week  for  the  period  of 
years  was  859,  in  the  third  week  of  January,  and  the  least 
number  147,  in  the  third  week  of  August. 

This  group  of  diseases  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by 
the  epidemics  of  influenza  in  a  similar  manner  with  consump- 
tion, and  there  is,  in  consequence,  a  marked  increase  shown  in 
the  mortality  from  these  causes  in  the  last  week  of  December 
and  the  first  three  weeks  of  January,  which  does  not  appear  in 
the  summary  presented  for  the  six  years,  1883-88,  published 
in  the  twentieth  annual  report,  page  241.  From  the  climax  in 
March  there  is  a  rapid  decline  in  the  mortality  rate  until 
August,  and  then  an  increase  with  somewhat  less  rapidity  until 
midwinter.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  group  of  causes 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  16,287,  or  66  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number,  and  that  of  the  last  half  was  8,412,  or  34  per 
cent. 


Deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever ^  Diarrhaial  Diseases,  Measles  and  Scarlet-fever 

for  Each  Week  in  the  Year  (1SS3-91), 


Typhoid 

Diarrhoeal 

Scarlct- 

Meafiles. 

Fever. 

Diteaset. 

fever. 

First  week, 

79 

65 

58 

24 

Second  week, 

, 

• 

c 

01 

47 

72 

19 

Third  week, 

'       '-5 

71 

48 

68 

12 

Fourth  week, 

59 

59 

56 

12 

Fifth  week, 

60 

54 

59 

23 

Sixth  week, . 

• 

Si 

65 

45 

49 

20 

Seventh  week, 

1> 

56 

47 

51 

15 

Eighth  week, 

64 

37 

44 

21 

740 
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Deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Diarrhaeal  Diseases,  Measles  and    Scarlet- 
fever,  eCc,  —  Concluded. 


Typhoid 

DlarrhcBAl 

Scarlet- 

MeaslM. 

Fever. 

Diseaset. 

fever. 

Ninth  week, 

61 

43 

61 

24 

Tenth  week,         .        .        .        . 

64 

62 

65 

16 

Eleventh  week,    .        .        .        . 

5^ 

5 

69 

61 

68 

20 

Twelfth  week,     .        .        .        . 

!< 

46 

65 

52 

38 

Thirteenth  week, . 

67 

51 

65 

28 

Fourteenth  week, 

66 

50 

60 

27 

Fifteenth  week,  .        .        .        . 

X. 

61 

64 

51 

29 

Sixteenth  week,  .        .        •        . 

< 

61 

48 

60 

39 

Seventeenth  week. 

57 

62 

58 

30 

Eighteenth  week. 

• 

47 

70 

68 

32 

Nineteenth  wei^k. 

• 

47 

64 

55 

35 

Twentieth  week. 

c: 

35 

67 

60 

46 

Twenty-tirst  week, 

^H 

48 

66 

60 

45 

Twenty-second  week, . 

43 

63 

68 

45 

Twenty-third  week,     . 

• 

47 

80 

40 

48 

Twenty-fourth  week,  . 

s 

3 

29 

82 

38 

60 

Twenty-fifth  week. 

44 

159 

32 

40 

Twenty-sixth  week,     . 

38 

258 

30 

34 

Twenty-seventh  week, 

■ 

40 

492 

26 

29 

Twenty-eighth  week,  . 

39 

996 

24 

24 

Twenty-ninth  week,    . 

•-3 

39 

1,284 

21 

18 

Thirtieth  week,    .        .        .        . 

66 

1,842 

23 

15 

Thirty-first  week. 

73 

1,763 

23 

8 

Thirty-second  week,    . 

.     bb 

68 

1,548 

33 

12 

Thirty-third  week. 

•    < 

107 

1,363 

21 

11 

Thirty-fourth  week,    . 

^ 

110 

1,177 

29 

7 

Thirty-fifth  week. 

125 

1,086 

29 

5 

Thirty-sixth  week. 

•               • 

133 

913 

36 

4 

Thirty-seventh  week,  . 

•4^ 

.     a. 

159 

823 

31 

7 

Thirty-eighth  week,    . 

167 

680 

36 

5 

Thirty-ninth  week. 

174 

640 

38 

7 

Fortieth  week. 

183 

423 

34 

6 

Forty-first  week. 

• 

137 

336 

36 

6 

Forty-second  week, 

'     O 

163 

225 

37 

4 

Forty-thin!  week, 

157 

187 

47 

6 

Forty -fourth  week. 

138 

150 

50 

7 

Forty-fifth  week. 

.      > 

112    ■ 

99 

57 

3 

Forty-sixth  week. 

114 

83 

61 

13 

Forty-seventh  week,    . 

p^ 

110 

69 

54 

12 

Forty-eighth  week. 

101 

71 

51 

6 

Forty-ninth  week. 

• 

8 

93 

62 

47 

10 

Fiftieth  week. 

88 

61 

64 

4 

Fifty-first  week,  . 

81 

43 

74 

11 

Filty-second  week, 

•          . 

97 

66 

63 

16 

Total,    .... 

4,238 

18,128 

2,407 

1,021 

Weekly  average, . 

1           • 

81 

349 

46 

20 
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Typhoid  Fever.  —  The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  4,238,  and  the  weekly 
average  was  81.  The  greatest  number  (183)  occurred  in  the 
first  week  of  October,  and  the  least  number  (59)  in  the  second 
week  of  June 

The  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  diminishes  gradually  from 
an  average  rate  in  January  to  its  minimum  in  June  and  July, 
then  increases  rapidly  to  a  maximum  in  September  and 
October,  and  then  diminishes  with  nearly  the  same  I'ate  to  the 
close  of  the  year.  The  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  several  cities 
having  polluted  water  supplies  throughout  the  winter  has  per- 
ceptibly influenced  the  curve  of  mortality,  which  would  other- 
wise have  maintained  a  lower  rate  from  December  until 
spring. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  1,385, 
or  32.7  per  cent.,  and  the  number  which  occurred  in  the  last 
half  was  2,853,  or  67,3  per  cent. 

Diarr/toeal  Diseases.  —  This  group  of  diseases  includes  the 
deaths  ascribed  to  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus  and 
cholera  infantum.  The  whole  number  from  these  causes,  for 
the  period  of  nine  years,  was  18,128,  and  the  weekly  average 
was  349. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  this  group  of  causes 
(1,842)  occurred  in  the  last  week  of  July,  and  the  least  num- 
ber (37)  in  the  last  week  of  February. 

A  tolerably  uniform  and  low  rate  of  mortality  is  maintained 
from  January  to  June,  and  then  a  very  sharp  and  rapid  rise 
through  the  month  of  July  to  its  maximum,  with  a  somewhat 
less  rapid  decline  to  a  minimum  in  November  and  December. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  was  1,767,  or  9.8  per  cent.,  and  those  in  the 
last  half  were  16,361,  or  90.2  per  cent. 

Scarlet-fever.  —  The  whole  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
this  cause  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  2,407,  and  the 
weekly  average  was  46. 

The  greatest  number  (74)  occurred  in  the  third  week  of 
December,  and  the  least  number  (21)  in  the  third  weeks  of 
July  and  August. 

The  mortality  continued  at  quite  a  uniform  rate  from  the  first 
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week  of  November  till  the  last  of  May,  when  there  was  quite 
an  abrupt  falling  off  to  a  minimum  in  July  and  August.  The 
mortality  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  1,373,  or  57  percent., 
and  that  of  the  last  half  was  1,034,  or  43  per  cent. 

Measles.  —  The  whole  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this 
cause  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  1,021,  and  the  weekly 
average  20. 

The  greatest  number  (50)  occurred  in  the  second  week  in 
June,  and  the  least  number  (3)  in  the  first  week  of  Novem- 
ber. 

The  mortality  from  measles  increased  gradually  from  an 
average  in  January  till  Juno,  when  it  declined  more  rapidly, 
and  maintained  a  fairly  uniform  but  low  rate  throughout  the 
last  half  of  the  year. 

The  deaths  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  were  767,  or  75 
per  cent.,  and  those  of  the  last  half  were  254,  or  25  per  cent, 
of  the  whole. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup.  —  The  repoiled  mortality  from  these 
causes  during  the  nine  years  was  9,313,  and  the  weekly  average 
was  179. 

The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  (279)  occurred  in 
the  second  week  of  December,  and  the  least  number  (81) 
occurred  in  the  second  week  in  August. 

The  mortality  rate  declined  gradually  from  January  to  July, 
and  then  increased  more  rapidly  till  November,  when  it  re- 
mained stationary  for  about  eleven  weeks,  at  its  maximum, 
from  the  last  half  of  October  until  the  second  week  of  Jan- 
uary. 

The  deaths  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  (4,749)  constituted 
51  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  from  the  same  causes,  and 
those  of  the  last  half  were  4,564,  or  49  per  cent. 

Whooping-cough. — The  total  reported  mortality  from  this 
cause  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  1,276,  and  the  weekly 
average  was  24. 

The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  (59)  occurred  in  the 
second  week  of  August,  and  the  least  number  (8)  in  the  last 
week  of  November. 

The  mortality  rate  continued  with  a  tolerably  uniform  rate 
throughout  the  first  half  of  the  year,  increased  gradually  in 
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July,  rose  suddenly  to  a  maximum  in  August,  and  then  de- 
clined gradually  to  a  minimum  in  November. 

The  reported  deaths  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  (572)  con- 
stituted 45  per  cent.,  and  those  of  the  last  half  (704)  were  55 
per  cent,  of  the  total  reported  mortality  from  this  cause. 

Deaths  from   Diphtheria  and    Croup ^   Whooping-cough^  Malarial   Fever ^ 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Erysipelas  for  Each  Week  {1883-91), 


Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 


First  week, 
Second  week, 
Third  week, 
Fourth  week, 
Fifth  week, 
Sixth  week. 
Seventh  week. 
Eighth  week. 
Ninth  week, 
Tenth  week. 
Eleventh  week. 
Twelfth  week. 
Thirteenth  week, 
Fourteenth  week. 
Fifteenth  week. 
Sixteenth  week, 
Seventeenth  week. 
Eighteenth  week, 
Nineteenth  week. 
Twentieth  week. 
Twenty-first  week, 
Twenty-second  week, 
Twenty-third  week, 
Twenty-fourth  week, 
T.wenty-fifth  week,  . 
Twenty-sixth  week. 
Twenty-seventh  week, 
Twenty-eighth  week, 
Twenty-ninth  week. 
Thirtieth  week. 
Thirty-first  week,     . 
Thirty-second  week. 
Thirty-third  week,   . 
Thirty-fourth  week, 
Thirty-fifth  week,     . 
Thirty-sixth  week,  . 
Thirty-seventh  week. 
Thirty-eighth  week. 
Thirty-ninth  week, 
Fortieth  week, . 
Forty-first  week. 
Forty-second  week, 
Forty-third  week, 


a 

•-3 


Pi 
< 


^ 


9 

•-3 


•-3 


cc  I 


I 


6 


271 
229 
230 
222 
214 
218 
218 
201 
198 
175 
168 
169 
162 
150 
173 
171 
150 
156 
184 
167 
163 
179 
146 
146 
139 
150 
141 
108 
105 
115 
125 
81 
110 
115 
142 
108 
126 
134 
154 
171 
185 
215 
239 


Whooptng- 
oouj;h. 


MaUrUl 
Fever. 


Puerperal 
Fever. 


Erysipe- 
las. 


20 
21 
31 
26 
28 
25 
22 
23 
20 
21 
33 
26 
22 
18 
26 
23 
13 
14 
14 
16 
18 
24 
24 
17 
23 
24 
27 
28 
31 
38 
36 
59 
53 
46 
39 
37 
34 
30 
27 
23 
24 
22 
17 


5 
2 
2 

2 
2 
4 
2 


1 
2 
1 
4 
2 
2 
4 
1 
1 
3 


2 

2 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
6 
1 
4 
4 
6 
3 
3 
3 
4 
2 
3 
2 


5 

13 

11 

14 

14 

23 

17 

26 

14 

19 

19 

21 

12 

19 

13 

18 

15 

12 

13 

17 

11 

20 

12 

18 

9 

17 

13 

14 

23 

27 

17 

19 

11 

20 

10 

21 

10 

21 

12 

21 

11 

19 

13 

14 

8 

15 

10 

13 

11 

8 

7 

8 

9 

5 

7 

5 

6 

7 

10 

7 

6 

5 

4 

9 

b 

8 

5 

8 

5 

3 

2 

7 

2 

5 

4 

6 

5 

4 

2 

8 

3 

5 

6 

6 

6 
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Deaths  from  Diphtheria   and  Croup,  Whooping-cough,  Malarial   Fever, 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Erysipelas,  etc.  —  Concluded. 


Diphtheria 

Whooplng- 

Malarial 

Pofrperul 

Eryalpe- 

and  Croup. 

coogh. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

laa. 

Forty-fourth  week,  . 

• 

230 

14 

1 

6 

7 

Forty-fifth  week, 

^ 

252 

17 

1 

8 

6 

Forty-sixth  week,     . 

.     o 

222 

11 

2 

6 

8 

Forty-seventh  week, 

>5 

• 

249 

13 

1 

8 

8 

Forty-eighth  week,  . 

• 

235 

8 

3 

10 

7 

Forty-ninth  week,    . 

• 

234 

16 

1 

6 

8 

Fiftieth  week,  . 

• 

279 

10 

1 

9 

10 

Fifty-first  week. 

3) 

235 

24 

1 

5 

10 

Fifty-second  week,  . 

• 

•              • 

254 

20 

1 

3 

16 

Total, 

9,313 

1,276 

HI 

493 

617 

Weekly  average. 

•             ■ 

179 

24 

2 

9.5 

12 

Malarial  Fever.  —  The  deaths  reported  from  this  cause  were 
111,  and  the  average  weekly  mortality  was  2.  These  numbers 
are  scarcely  large  enough  to  warrant  any  just  conclusions  as  to 
the  seasonal  prevalence  of  the  disease,  which,  fortunately,  is 
not  very  fatal,  and  does  not,  therefore,  manifest  itself  very 
prominently  in  these  statistics. 

The  reported  deaths  from  malarial  fever  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year  were  48,  or  43  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  those  of 
the  last  half  were  63,  or  57  per  cent. 

Puerperal  Fever.  —  The  total  number  of  reported  deaths 
from  this  cause  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  493,  and  the 
weekly  average  was  9.5. 

The  mortality  was  maintained  at  a  comparatively  high  rate 
from  January  to  April,  and  then  declined  gradually  to  the 
close  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  of  this 
period  was  321,  or  65  per  cent.,  and  those  of  the  last  half 
were  172,  or  35  per  cent. 

Erysipelas.  —  The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this 
cause  for  the  period  of  nine  years  was  617,  and  the  weekly 
average  12.  Of  this  number,  467,  or  74  per  cent.,  occurred 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  160,  or  26  per  cent.,  occurred 
in  the  last  half. 

The  mortality  rate  from  erysipelas  continued  high  through* 
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out  the  first  part  of  the  year,  from  January  until  the  middle  of 
May,  when  it  rapidly  declined  to  midsummer,  continuing 
through  the  last  half  of  the  year  at  a  comparatively  low  rate, 
with  a  slisjht  rise  in  November  and  December. 

Generally  speaking,  the  curve  of  mortality  from  this  cause 
followed  a  similar  course  with  that  of  puerperal  fever,  but  with 
a  greater  contrast  between  the  mortality  of  the  first  and  last 
half  of  the  year,  and  with  a  more  rapid  decline  during  the 
summer. 

Small-pox.  —  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
(46)  during  the  nine  years  was  so  small  as  to  be  of  but  little 
value  for  the  pui'pose  of  illustrating  seasonal  prevalence. 

The  Influenza  Epidemics  of  1889-90  and  1891-92. 

The  accompanying  table  and  diagram  illustrate  the  reported 
moi-tality  from  acute  lung  diseases  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
two  epidemics  of  influenza  in  1889-90  and  in  1891-92. 

The  former  epidemic  manifested  itself  by  a  sudden  rise  in 
the  mortality  from  these  diseases,  beginning  about  the  20th  of 
December  and  culminating  in  the  middle  week  of  January, 
and  then  falling  off  quite  suddenly  in  February  to  about  the 
usual  rate  for  these  diseases. 

The  second  epidemic,  two  years  later,  began  with  a  more 
ornidual  rise  in  Octol)er  and  November  and  then  increased  much 
more  sharply  in  December,  continued  for  nearly  three  weeks 
at  its  maximum  in  January,  and  declined  nearly  as  sharply  as 
in  the  previous  epidemic  two  years  before :  — 
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Acute  Lung  Diseases  (Six  Months). 


EriDBMic  or  lMt-90. 

Epidemic  of 

IMl-M. 

Week  ending 

Oct. 

6, 1889. 

.    17 

Week  ending  Oct. 

3. 1891. 

.     22 

II                     14 

14 

12, 1889, 

.    51 

44                        44                     44 

10, 1891, 

.     28 

41                     44 

44 

19,  1889, 

.    30 

44                        t4                     44 

17, 1891. 

.     34 

44                      44 

44 

26, 1889, 

.    51 

44                         44                     44 

24,  1891. 

.     35 

41                     44 

Nov. 

2. 1889, 

.    46 

t4                        44                     44 

31. 1891. 

.     47 

44                       44 

44 

9. 1889, 

.    54 

Nov. 

7.  1891, 

.     52 

44                       44 

44 

16, 1889, 

.    51 

44                          44                         44 

14.  1891, 

.     54 

4»                       44 

44 

23.  1889, 

.    44 

44                          t4                         44 

21,  1891. 

.     69 

44                      44 

44 

30, 1889, 

.    51 

44                        44                       44 

28. 1891. 

.     70 

4i                       44 

Dec. 

7, 1889, 

.    55 

Dec. 

5,1891, 

.     82 

44                       44 

44 

14,  1889, 

.    51 

44                         44                       44 

12.  1891, 

.     97 

44                       44 

44 

21,  1889, 

.    46 

44                          44                         44 

19.  1891, 

.  100 

if                     »4 

44 

28, 1889, 

.    86 

44                          44                         44 

1 

26,  1891, 

.  185 

44                       44 

Jan. 

4,  1890, 

.  167  , 

Jan. 

2, 1892, 

.  244 

44                       44 

44 

11,  1890, 

.  2o5 

44                          44                       44 

9,  1892, 

.  260 

44                       it 

.4 

18, 1890, 

.  277 

44                          4t                       it 

16.  1892, 

.  268 

44                         44 

44 

25,  1890, 

.  151 

it                          44                       4i 

28. 1892, 

.  174 

41                         44 

Feb. 

1,  1890, 

.  102 

'               it 

30. 1892, 

.  130 

44                       44 

44 

8,  1890, 

.     57 

"       Feb. 

6,  1892, 

.  107 

44                         4» 

44 

15,  1890, 

.    75 

ii                          it                       44 

13,  1892, 

.  113 

44                         4» 

44 

22, 1890, 

.    77 

44                          it                       »4 

20. 1892, 

.  110 

4>                         44 

March    1,1890, 

.    75 

1 

ii                          44                       44 

27,  1892, 

.     92 

It                         44 

44 

8, 1890, 

.    56 

1 

1      "          "       March    5,  1892, 

1 

.     92 

44                         44 

44 

15,  1890, 

.    92 

44                          44                            44 

12, 1892, 

.     88 

44                       44 

44 

22.  1890. 

.    81 

44                         44                          44 

19,  1892, 

.     9S 

»4                      44 

44 

29. 1890, 

.    77 

44                        44                          44 

26, 1892, 

.     81 
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Mortality  Rates  of  Cities. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  moilality  rates  for  each 
week  of  those  cities  which  have  sent  retunis  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health  during  1891. 

These  rates  are  calculated  from  the  estimated  population  for 
1891,  the  method  of  estimating  the  population  being  that 
which  is  usually  employed.  This  method  is  based  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  annual  rate  of  increase  which  prevailed 
between  1890  and  the  preceding  census  was  also  maintained  to 
the  middle  of  the  year  1891.  This  method  is  the  same  as  is 
employed  by  the  registrar-general  of  England,  and  is  the  most 
reasonable  mode.  The  cause  which  is  most  liable  to  act  as  a 
disturbing  element  in  this  method  is  the  difference  in  the  rate 
of  immigration  and  emigration  in  successive  years. 
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Reported  Mortality  Rates  of  CUUs  for  1891. 


1891. 

Week  Ekdino  — 

• 

a 
S 

s 

1 

Lowell. 

• 

1891. 

WSEK  ENDIKO  — 

Boiton. 

• 

1 

Lowell. 

Jan. 

3,.       . 

23.08 

14.06 

1 

20.77  , 

1 

July     4,  . 

16.19 

8.21 

24.66 

10..       . 

24.01 

18.78 

26.31 

11,  . 

20.38 

12.32 

83.76 

17,.       . 

26.71 

13.60 

21.42  1 

18,  . 

23.44 

22.30 

86.06 

24,.        . 

22.08 

10.66 

20.12 

26,  . 

31.82 

23.48 

26.96 

31,. 

20.50 

17.26 

26.61 

Aug.     1,  . 

31.26 

15.84 

31.16 

Feb. 

7,. 

19.02 

19.96 

31.81 

8.  . 

23.77 

20.64 

31.16 

14,. 

17.66 

12.91 

29.21 

16,  . 

29.33 

24.06 

32.46 

21,. 

20.83 

11.74 

19.47  \ 

— »  • 

25.69 

17.26 

24.66 

28,. 

21.40 

12.91 

31.81 

29,  . 

22.99 

25.82 

27.91 

March   7,. 

22.76 

16.43 

27.26  . 

Bept.    6,  . 

21.29 

17.26 

23.37 

14.. 

21.86 

14.08 

30.61 

12,  . 

22.63 

17.02 

27.26 

21,.        . 

19.26 

10.66 

29.21  , 

19.  . 

20.61 

16.43 

19.47 

28,. 

22.10 

12.91 

23.37  j 

26,  . 

.,    23.21 

17.26 

38.75 

April 

4,. 

22.22 

16.84 

22.07 

Oct.      3,  . 

;    22.76 

17.61 

20.12 

11,.        . 

23.08 

17.02 

27.26  1 

10.  . 

19.26 

18.78 

26.31 

18,. 

26.61 

14.08 

20.12 

17,  . 

24.23 

17.61 

22.07 

25,. 

21.29 

16.43 

26.31 

24.  . 

21.17 

16.43 

19.47 

May 

2.. 

27.29 

10.66 

19.47 

31,. 

20.60 

14.08 

26.96 

9..        . 

21.29 

18.78 

21.42 

Nov.     7,  . 

20.95 

18.19 

20.12 

16.. 

23.77 

20.64 

26.96 

14.  . 

20.27 

14.08 

18.82 

23,. 

24.67 

12.32 

26.31 

21.  .        . 

20.61 

14.08 

• 

11.68 

30,  . 

21.85 

19.95 

22.71 

28,  . 

20.04 

19.95 

18.17 

June 

6,.        . 

20.16 

9.89 

21.42 

Dec.     6,  . 

22.76 

18.78 

22.07 

13,  . 

19.48 

10.66 

19.47 

12,  .       . 

24.12 

1 

17.26 

22.07 

20,. 

23.78 

16.84 

24.02 

19.  . 

26.04 

19.95 

13.63 

27.. 

16.98 

9.89 

18.17 

26.  .        . 

33.07 

28.17 

22.72 

EAttmated  population  of  Boston  (1891) 459.062 

ToUl  deaths, 10,572 

Estimated  death.rate 23.02 

Estimated  population  of  Worcester  (I89I), 88.484 

Total  deaths,    .  - 1,700 

Estimated  death-rate 19.21 

Estimated  population  of  Loweil  (1S91), 80,076 

Total  deaths, 1,906 

Estimated  death-rate, 24.92 
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BeporUd  Mortality  Bates  of  Cities  for  1891  —  Continued. 


1891. 

Wkkk  Evdiho  — 

Fall  Klver. 

1 

e 

10.06 

• 

B 
B 

13.21 

1 
1 

1891. 

Wkkk  Endino  — 

Fall  Klver. 

Cambridge. 

• 

B 

1 

Jan. 

3,. 

17.93 

July 

4.  . 

21.92 

16.52 

■     10.70 

10,  . 

i    19.26 

25.09 

1      8.03 

■ 

11.  . 

40.53 

25.16 

9.81 

17,  . 

17.27 

10.78 

13.21 

; 

18,  . 

35.21 

28.03 

13.21 

24,. 

15.28 

17.25 

13.21 

25,  . 

36.54 

30.19 

11.59 

31,. 

13.94 

16.53 

13.21 

Aug. 

1.  . 

38.53 

35.22 

24.07 

Feb. 

7,. 

23.91 

17.25 

16.06 

1 

8.. 

31.22 

16.53 

23.99 

14.. 

15.94 

13.66 

14.28 

1 

15,  . 

!    34.54 

23.72 

25.86 

21.. 

15.28 

17.25 

11.59 

i 

1 

22.  . 

1    27.24 

20.12 

20.51 

28,. 

13.94 

23.72 

1 

14.96 

! 

I 

29.  . 

29.90 

11.50 

10.70 

Marcb 

1    7,. 

16.61 

17.72 

12.48 

:  Sept. 

5,  . 

25.91 

16.53 

14.28 

14.. 

,    21.92 

18.43 

14.96 

1^  . 

23.91 

19.40 

0.81 

21.. 

19.26 

21.56 

29.43 

19,  . 

26.57 

19.40 

14.28 

28,. 

1    22.58 

12.22 

17.84 

26,  . 

26.57 

14  .«7 

13.21 

April 

4.. 

20.50 

19.40 

• 
11.59 

Oct. 

3,  .        . 

,    23.25 

1 

25.09 

20.51 

11,. 

17.93 

25.87 

16.06 

10,  . 

29.23 

12.93 

10.02 

18,. 

i    31.22 

15.81 

20.51 

1 

17.  . 

;    26.57 

23.00 

8.92 

25,. 

34.54 

18.43 

13.21  1 

24,  . 

.    21.26 

18.43 

24.97 

May 

2.. 

17.93 

17.72 

19.  C2 

31.  . 

16.16 

15.81 

0.81 

».. 

29.23 

1 

14.37 

16.94 

■ 

Nov. 

7.  .        . 

25.24 

14.87 

0.81 

16,. 

19.93 

23.00 

16.06  ' 

1 

14,  .        . 

'    11.95 

20.12 

14.06 

23,. 

17.27 

28.03 

18.73 

21.  .        . 

'     15.28 

25.87 

21.40 

80..        . 

21.92 

15.81 

16.06  ' 

28.  . 

!    19.93  1 

19.40 

20.51 

June 

6.. 

17.93 

17.97 

14.96  . 

Dec. 

5.  .        . 

\    10.63 

12.93 

16.0« 

18..        . 

19.26 

7.18 

18.73 

12.  .        . 

17.93 

17.26 

10.70 

20..        . 

-    23.91 

18.43 

12.48 

1 

19,  . 

21.92 

15.81 

10.70 

27,.        . 

,     21.26 

12.22 

16.06 

26.  . 

'    20.59 

1 

17.25 

24.97 

Erttimated  population  of  Fall  River. 78,268 

ToUl  death*, 2.084 

Estimated  death-rate. 2tl.8S 

Eatimated  population  of  Cambridge 72|838 

ToUl  deatha ],607 

Eatimated  death-rate. 20.88 

Eatimated  popalation  of  Lynn, 58,988 

Total  deaths, IjOM 

Estimated  death.rate, 18.00 
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1891. 

• 

• 

2 

« 

• 

1 

1891. 

i 

a 

• 

•a 
1 

• 

1 

WCKK  EVDIXO  — 

9 

•c 

Wbbk  Exdixo  — 

I 

1 

eo 

Jnn. 

■  1 

1             ' 
25.25  > 

15.96 

14.56 

July     4,  . 

28.70 

15.96 

15.78 

10.. 

30.99 

17.10 

14.56  ;!              11,  . 

26.40 

14.82 

10.92 

17,.        . 

19.  a4 

22.80 

23.06  I               18,  .        . 

27.55 

25.08 

21.85 

24,  .        . 

29.84 

29.64 

16.99  ,               25,  .        . 

33.29 

31.92 

20.63 

31.  . 

21.81 

13.68 

10.92    '  Aug.     1,  . 

16.07 

29.64 

38.99 

Feb. 

1,  . 

19.51 

18.24 

15.78  ' 

8.  .        . 

29.84 

22.80 

30.35 

14,.        . 

25.25 

18.24 

14.56  ,1              15,  . 

26.40 

17.10 

42.55 

•21,. 

27.55 

19.38 

1    18.21  . 

1 

22,  . 

26.40 

13.68 

35.20 

28,.        . 

17.22 

20.52 

r    25.49  : 

29,  . 

25.25 

27.36 

18.21 

March 

I    7.. 

22.9« 

10.26 

8.49      Sept.    5,  . 

18.36 

26.22 

26.70 

14.. 

20.66 

9.12 

i    10.92  ' 

12,  . 

22.96 

15.96 

1^.21 

21,. 

17.22 

18.24 

20.63  .               19,  .        . 

17.22 

17.10 

40.06 

28,  .       ' 

'    21.81 

9.12 

1    33.99  1               26,  .        . 

25.25 

9.12 

26.70 

April 

4,. 

25.25 

18.24 

29.13 

Oct.      3,  . 

,    21.81 

26.22 

19.42 

11,. 

26.40 

17.10 

20.75 

10.  . 

21.81 

19.38 

24.28 

18,  . 

26.40 

12.54 

26.70 

17.  . 

19.51 

12.54 

35.20 

25,. 

15.92 

12. M 

1    26.70  j 

24,  . 

18.36 

10.26 

15.78 

May 

2.. 

20.66 

12.54 

j    20.63 

31.  . 

18.36 

17.10 

18.21 

0,. 

.    22.96 

19.38 

i     15.78  , 

Nov.     7.  . 

17.22 

19.38 

1 

15.78 

Ifl,. 

21.81 

•     12.54 

1 

'    27.92                 14,  . 

19.51 

\    18.24 

i    25.49 

1 

23.. 

18.36 

19.38 

13.35                 21,  . 

25.25 

12.64 

1      7.28 

30,  . 

27.65 

12.54 

i    16.99    !              28,  . 

25.25 

j    18.24 

.    19.42 

June 

6,. 

18.86 

;     19.88 

;    14.56  1  Dec.     5,  . 

,                                1 

20.66 

22.80 

!    20.75 

13,. 

21.81 

10.26 

16.99                  12,  . 

24.10 

'    19.38 

1 

36.20 

20.. 

20.66 

18. SU 

1    18.21    1              19,  . 

41.32 

21.66 

33.99 

1 

27.. 

15.92 

14.82 

1    12.14                 26,  . 

1 

53.95 

1 

1    37.62 

40.06 

-  — - 

Estimated  population  of  Lawrence 45,281 

Total  deatha 1,194 

Eatiraated  death-rate 26.86 

Estimated  population  of  Sprlngileid 45,615 

Total  deatha, 927 

Estimated  death-rate 20.82 

Estimated  population  of  New  Bedford 42,840 

Total  deaths, 1,046 

Estimated  death-rate, 24.41 
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1991. 

Wbkx  EXDiiro— 

1 

i 
1 

1 

SB 

1991. 

Wbsk  Emdiko— 

i 

eo 

i 

a 

1 

Jan. 

8..       . 

13.84 

88.05 

14.47 

July     4,  . 

13.84 

28.65 

16.28 

10,. 

10.00 

16.30 

16.28 

11.  . 

8.84 

16.30 

19.  S9 

17..       . 

21.68 

10.03 

16.28 

18,  . 

15.01 

25.36 

36.18 

24..        . 

13.84 

28.55 

12.66 

26,  .       . 

26.68 

7.24 

21.70 

81,. 

15.01 

14.49 

14.47 

Aug.     1,  . 

36.60 

82.61 

28.94 

Feb. 

T.  . 

11.67 

16.30 

26.32 

8,  . 

28.35 

32.61 

34.37 

14..        . 

21.68 

23.65 

26.32 

15,  . 

26.68 

28.65 

18.09 

21,.        . 

10.00 

16.30 

16.28 

2-2.. 

23.35 

16.30 

21.70 

28,. 

16.68 

19.03 

9.04 

1              2U..        . 

!    33.36 

1 

25.36 

26.32 

M«rcfa 

I    T.. 

18.84 

28.09 

27.13 

'  8«pt.     5.  . 

1    28.36 

19.93 

16.28 

« 

14,.        . 

21.68 

21.74 

10.85 

12,  . 

16.01 

25.86 

14.47 

21.. 

18.34 

10.87 

14.47 

'              19,  . 

1 

'    28.85 

21.74 

14.47 

28.. 

18.34 

1 

26.36 

26.32 

i              26,  . 

1 

20.01 

28.99 

14.47 

April 

4,. 

1    16.68 

18.12 

23.51 

1 

,  Oct.      3,  . 

'     16.68 

18.12 

14.47 

11,. 

1    18.34 

27.18 

14.47 

1 

10,  . 

1    26.68 

1 

28.99 

18. U9 

18,  . 

1    16.68 

1 

16.30 

14.47 

17.  . 

1 

<    21.68 

89.86 

7.1^ 

25,.        . 

:  18.31 

1 

16.30 

12.66 

1              24,  . 

;    21.68 

25.36 

14.47 

May 

2,.        . 

'    25.02 

30.80 

14.47 

!              31,. 

15.01 

12.68 

5.42 

fi.  .        . 

20.01 

14.49 

28.94 

Nov.     7,  . 

1    16.68 

19.93 

14.47 

16,. 

13.34 

21.74 

80.75 

14,  .        . 

:    11.67 

32.61 

28.94 

23.. 

10.00 

23.55 

16.28 

1              21,  . 

<     15.01 

36.24 

9.04 

»>,  . 

16.68 

9.06 

23.51 

28,  . 

'     18.34 

23.55 

14.47 

June 

«,  .        . 

10.00 

10.87 

14.47 

'  Dec.     5,  . 

1    16.68 

23.55 

18.09 

13,  . 

15.01 

14.49 

3.61 

1              12.  . 

1    10.00 

j 

27.18 

26.32 

20,  . 

26.02 

21.74 

21.70 

,               19.  . 

'    16.68 

21.74 

26.32 

27,. 

15.01 

19.93 

18.09 

'              2t^  . 

1    25.02 

27.18 

21.70 

Estimated  popalation  of  Salem 31,163 

ToUi  deaths. 657 

Estimated  death-rate 21.06 

Betlmated  population  of  Chelsea, 28,604 

Tout  deaths, 785 

EsUmated  death-rate 25.61 

Xatlmated  population  of  Haverhill, 28,738 

Total  death* ....  681 

Estimated  death-rate 20.21 
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imi. 

WSKK  EMDiiro  — 

• 

a 
g 

• 

imi. 

Wbkk  Exdixo  — 

1 

mm 

1 

• 

1 

o 

6.18 

s 

i 

Jan. 

3,. 

10.01 

14.37 

July     4,  . 

12.01 

4.10 

14.30 

10.. 

16.02 

18.47 

8.17 

11.  . 

12.01 

6.16 

20.44 

17,. 

26.04 

14.87 

18.30 

18,  . 

14.02 

14.37 

24.48 

24,. 

6.00 

4.10 

12.26 

25.  . 

6.00 

6.16 

8.17 

81.. 

14.02 

16.42 

14.80 

Aug.     1,  . 

18.02 

8.21 

10.22 

Feb. 

7.. 

8.00 

8.21 

12.26  ; 

8.  . 

20.03 

4.10 

14.80 

14.. 

18.02 

10.26 

10.22 

16.  . 

22.03 

18.47 

18.39 

21.. 

8.00 

14.37 

8.17 

22.  . 

24.03 

1 

8.21 

14.30 

28,. 

10.01 

8.21 

8.17 

20,  . 

;    12.01 

89.00 

14.30 

March    7,  . 

8.00 

10.26 

14.80 

Sept.    6,  . 

;     10.01 

30.79 

18.89 

14.. 

18.02 

4.10 

10.22 

12.. 

16.02 

16.42 

22.44 

M,. 

22.03 

14.37 

22.44 

10.  . 

32.04 

20.63 

16.36 

28..        . 

4.00 

8.21 

22.44 

26.  .       . 

6.00 

10.26 

10.22 

April 

4..        . 

14.02 

14.37 

16.86 

Oct.      3,  . 

80.04 

12.81 

12.26 

11,.        . 

14.02 

14.37 

10.22  1 

10.  . 

14.02 

14.37 

14.30 

18,  . 

14.02 

12.31 

14.30  \ 

17.  . 

12.01 

16.42 

18.39 

25.  . 

22.03 

22.58 

20.44 

24,  . 

8.00 

18.27 

6.13 

May 

26.04 

18.47 

14.30  ; 

31.  . 

14.02 

12.81 

16.36 

9.. 

14.02 

8.21 

12.26 

Nov.     7,  . 

14.02 

18.27 

12.26 

16.  . 

12.01 

8.21 

14.30 

14.  . 

24.03 

10.26 

12.26 

23..        . 

18.02 

12.31 

18.30 

21,  .        . 

6.00 

6.15 

18.89 

30.. 

12.01 

12.31 

6.00  ' 

28,  .        . 

20.03 

12.81 

8.17 

June 

6,.        . 

14.02 

10.26 

10.22 

Dee.     5,  . 

18.02 

18.27 

18.39 

13,.        . 

18.02 

16.42 

4.08 

12.  .        . 

'     14.02 

10.26 

10.22 

20,. 

8.00 

22.58 

6.13  ! 

IP,  .        . 

,    22.03 

22.58 

18.39 

27..        . 

4.00 

16.42 

8.17  , 

26,  . 

22.03 

12.31 

22.44 

Edtimated  population  of  Taunton, 25,956 

ToUldeathn.   . 611 

EDtiinated  death-rate. '  19.69 

Estimated  population  of  Qlonceatcr. 25,328 

ToUl  deatbH. 440 

Eatimated  death-rate. 17.37 

Efltlmated  population  of  Newton 26.438 

Total  deatha, 873 

Estimated  death-rate 14.06 
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1 

1891.               1 

W'KKK  EMDIKO—                1 

1 

1 

• 

• 

§ 

1891. 

Wbbk  Ehdino— 

• 

e 

•s 

1      S3 

1 
Fitchbnrg.       ' 

1 

• 

Jan. 

3..       . 

1     12.42 

1 

1      6.57 

15.74 

'  July     4.  .       . 

12.42 

4.38 

15.74 

10..        . 

1     10.35 

1    15.33 

7.87 

1             11.  .       . 

6.21 

10.95 

13.12 

17..       , 

6.21 

'    13.14 

1 

13.12 

i             18,  . 

12.42 

21.90 

13.12 

24..        . 

8.28 

1     19.71 

1 

10.49 

1              25,  . 

!     12.42 

10.95 

7.87 

31,  . 

1      8.28 

8.76 

10.49 

'  Aug.     1.  . 

1 

26.88 

13.14 

16.74 

Feb. 

7,. 

1      4.14 

8.76 

18.36 

I               8,  .        . 

26.88 

19.71 

18.36 

U..        . 

14.49 

1     10.95 

1 

10.49 

1              15.  . 

10.35 

30.66 

18.36 

21,.        . 

16.56 

17.52 

18.36 

1              22.  . 

24.81 

41.61 

5.24 

28,.        . 

14.49 

1      8.76 

15.74 

29.  . 

i    26.88 

;U.09 

26.24 

Xlarcb 

t    T.. 

14.49 

17.52 

20.99 

i  Sept.    5,  . 

'      8.28 

1 

19.71 

15.74 

14.. 

18.63 

1     19.71 

1 

10.49 

12,  . 

I     12.42 

19.71 

23.61 

21,. 

1    16.56 

i    17.52 

20.99 

19.  .       . 

1     16.56 

10.95 

13.12 

28.. 

1    12.42 

19.71 

13.12 

2... 

12.42 

19.71 

13.12 

April 

4.. 

1     16.56 

1     10.95 

20.99 

,  Oct.      3,  . 

,     10.35 

15.33 

10.49 

11.. 

I      6.21 

,     17.52 

15.74 

'              10.  . 

24.81 

37.23 

28.86 

18,. 

14.49 

'      8.76 

1 

10.49 

'              17.  . 

16.56 

10.95 

23.61 

25,  . 

'    12.42 

'     15.33 

7.87 

24,  . 

'      6.21 

17.52 

13.12 

May 

2.. 

!     16.56 

,    24.09 

10.49 

1              31,  . 

:     10.35 

10.95 

15.74 

9.. 

14.49 

!     15.33 

26.24 

Nov.     7,  . 

14.49 

8.76 

10.49 

18.. 

10.35 

i    21.90 

18.36 

i          w. . 

,     16.56 

,     13.14 

10.49 

1 

23,. 

14.49 

j     18.14 

7.87 

1              ^^*  • 

24.81 

r 

!     19.71 

;     15.74 

30,. 

8.28 

6.57 

10.49 

28,  . 

'     16.56 

,     13.14 

18.36 

June 

6,. 

20.68 

,      6.57 

10.49 

.  Deo.     5,  . 

12.42 

I     10.95 

20.99 

13.. 

12.42 

1      8.76 

10.49 

12,  . 

12.42 

26.28 

.     15.74 

20,. 

20  68 

'     10.95 

10.49 

19,  . 

22.74 

10.95 

20.09 

27.. 

14.49 

6.57 

13.12 

26,  . 

26.88 

1 

1     19.71 

1 

23.61 

1 

Eatimated  population  of  Maiden 25.141 

ToUl  deathn 427 

Eatimated  death-rate, 16.98 

Eatlmated  population  of  Fitchburg. 23.740 

Total  deatha, 437 

S«timat«d  death-rate, 18.40 

EatloMted  population  of  Waltham, 19,812 

Total  deatha. 327 

Eatlmated  death-rat*, 16.50 
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1891. 

Week  Ekdino 


Jun.       3,  . 

10,  . 

17,. 

.24.. 

81,  . 
Feb.       7,  . 

14,. 

•"•1 

28,  . 
March    7,. 

14.. 

21,. 

April      4, . 

11,. 

18,. 

20,  . 

May        2,  . 

9,. 

16,  . 

23.. 

30,  . 
June      6, . 

13,  . 

20,  . 


07 


17.63 

14.61 

43.85 

8.76 

14.61 

6.84 

17.53 

17.53 

17.53 

5.84 

2.92 

14.61 

8.76 

11.69 

8.76 

20.46 

8.76 

8.76 

11.69 

8.76 

14.61 

5.84 

8.76 

5.84 

43.84 

11.69 


23.60 

20.56 

23.50 

20.56 

14.69 

20.56 

14.69 

14.69 

11.75 

17.62  I 

11.75 

23.50 

23.50 

5.87 
11.75 
17.62 

7.81 
11.75 
11.76 
14.69 
17.62 

2.93 

5.87 
17.62 
20.56 
17.62 


1991. 

Wkbk  Endixo- 


•a 


22.20 

July 

4,  . 

26.01 

11.  . 

29.73 

18,  . 

14.86  i 

26.  . 

33.45 
29.73 

Aug. 

1,  . 

8.  . 

22.20 

15,  . 

18.68 

22,  . 

11.15 

29.  . 

7.43 

Sept. 

6.  . 

18.68  1 

12.  . 

11.15 

w.  . 

22.20 

26,  . 

18.58 

Oct. 

3.  . 

7.43 

10.  . 

26.01 

1 

17,  . 

26.01  ' 

! 

1 

24,  . 

18.58  1 

1 

31,  . 

7.43  , 

'  Nov. 

7.  . 

14.86 

14.  . 

11.15 

21.. 

26.01 

28,  . 

26.01 

Dec. 

5,  . 

33.45  i 

12,  . 

7.43 

w.  . 

18.58 

26.  . 

a 


'    11.69 

14.69 

22.20 

8.76 

2.93 

7.43 

8.76 

17.62 

18.58 

8.76 

17.62 

11.15 

8.76 

47.01 

38.45 

14.61 

20.56 

18.58 

14.61 

22.44 

18.58 

,     17.53 

1 

17.62 

37.17 

23.38 

6.87 

83.45 

1     14.61 

20.56 

29.73 

14.61 

7.81 

11.16 

11.69 

14.69 

38.46 

1      8.76 

14.69 

22.20 

11.69 

17.62 

14.86 

8.76 

7.81 

33.46 

11.69 

14.69 

18.68 

8.76 

29.38 

7.43 

11.69 

17.62 

29.73 

'    14.61 

14.69 

26.01 

14.61 

5.87 

14.86 

17.53 

7.81 

26.01 

1     14.61 

2.93 

40.88 

■     17.53 

20.56 

26.01 

5.84 

11.75 

22.20 

14.61 

5.87 

14.86 

11.69 

1 

20.56 

18.58 

EBtimated  population  of  Pittafield. 17,787 

ToUl  deaths. 848 

Estimated  death-rate. 19.56 

Estimated  population  of  Quincy 17,696 

Total  deaths 320 

Estimated  death-rate, 18.08 

Estimated  population  of  Newburyport. 13.988 

Total  deaths 394 

Estimated  death-rate, 28.16 


ON   THE 


Geographical  Distributiojs 


J 


OP  CERTAIN 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


liv   Samuel  AV.   Abbott,   M.D., 

Secretary  of  the  Board, 


ON  THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF 

CERTAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

IN  MASSACHUSEHS. 


By   Samuel  W.   Abbott,   M.D., 

Secretary  of  the  Board, 


The  following  statistical  inquiry  has  been  undertaken  with 
the  object  of  studying,  upon  the  broadest  basis  available,  the 
question  whether  certain  diseases  or  causes  of  death  are  influ- 
enced by  geographical  position,  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  At  the  same  time  other  circumstances  and 
conditions  have  been  made  the  subject  of  observation,  such 
as  sex,  age,  seasons  of  the  year,  density  of  population  and 
freedom  of  intercommunication. 

The  period  of  time  selected  for  observation  is  the  twenty 
years  from  1871  to  1890  inclusive,  this  being  the  longest  period 
during  which  such  facts  could  readily  be  studied  without  an 
excessive  increase  in  the  amount  of  clerical  labor  involved. 

The  diseases  selected  for  observation  are  measles^  scarlet- 
fever^  diphtheria  and  croup  (considered  together),  smaH-])ox, 
typhoid  fever^  cholera  infantum^  phthisis  and  pneumonia. 
These  destructive  diseases,  pail;  of  which  are  well  known  as 
preventable,  were  the  cause  of  forty  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  in 
the  State  during  the  period  in  question. 

The  sources  of  information  are  mainly  the  registration  reports 
of  the  State  which  cover  this  period. 

Dr.  Farr  stated,  in  his  first  report  to  the  Registrar-General 
of  England,  that  **  the  registration  of  the  diseases  of  the  several 
districts  will  furnish  medical  men  with  a  series  of  valuable 
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remedial  agents.  It  will  designate  the  localities  where  disease 
is  most  rife,  and  where  there  is  the  most  tendency  to  particular 
classes  of  sickness  and  infirmity." 

The  value  of  the  following  study  consists  mainly  in  the  light 
which  may  possibly  be  thrown  upon  the  study  of  the  causes  of 
disease.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of 
infectious  diseases,  including  their  etiology,  is  essential  to  an 
understanding  of  the  methods  to  be  adopted  for  their  preven- 
tion. 

Dr.  Haviland  says  upon  this  point:  *»It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  look  upon  the  investigation  connected  with  the  geograph- 
ical distribution  of  disease  as  essential  to  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  preventive  medicine ;  for  it  involves  the  study  of  the 
physical,  geological,  meteorological  and  other  natural  and 
social  characters  of  the  country  or  district,  the  diseases  of 
which  are  the  subject  of  inquiry." 

Allowance  must  be  made  in  the  following  paper  for  the  fact 
that  all  medical  statistics  based  upon  the  returns  of  causes  of 
death  are  only  as  trustworthy  as  medical  diagnosis  can  make 
them.  The  following  table,  from  the  registration  report  of  1890, 
shows,  however,  that  a  progressive  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  this  direction,  and  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
"  unknown  or  unspecified  causes"  has  gradually  diminished  in 
the  past  twenty  years. 


Deaths  from   Unknown  or  Unspecified  Causes,  and  Percentages^ 

1871-1890  (20  rears). 
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Another  point  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  is  the  danger 
of  making  deductions  from  small  populations,  in  which  a  very 
slight  increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  any 
disease  has  a  violent  effect  upon  the  mortality  rate  of  such 
population.  In  the  study  of  small-pox,  for  example,  the  differ- 
ence between  one  and  two  deaths  from  this  cause  in  any  one 
of  the  small  towns  changes  its  position  from  a  rank  below  the 
average  to  an  excessively  high  position,  and  far  above  the 
average.  Hence  the  principal  conclusions  in  this  paper  will 
be  taken  from  large  groupings,  and  not  from  the  extremely 
dmall  populations  of  the  towns  in  rural  districts. 

The  compiler  recognizes  that  any  statistician  may  have 
personal  and  peculiar  views  in  regard  to  subjects  which  he  may 
be  called  upon  to  treat,  which  may  bias  his  mind  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  statistics  whenever  doubt  arises.  The  primary 
requisite,  as  Dr.  Longstaff  says,  in  the  treatment  of  statistics, 
is  a  logical  mind  and  a  sound  logical  training,  and,  secondly, 
a  good  general  knowledge  of  his  subject. 

The  number  of  municipalities  having  a  city  government  at 
the  beginning  of  the  period  (1871-90)  was  14,  and  the  number 
having  such  form  of  government  at  the  close  of  the  period  was 
28.  Those  having  town  governments  at  the  beginning  of  the 
period  were  322,  and  at  the  close  318. 

A  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  dividing  lines  of  towns, 
for  which  due  allowance  has  been  made,  where  the  changes 
included  territory  containing  a  considerable  number  of  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  a  few  new  towns  have  been  incorporated. 

Arbitrary  methods  must  necessarily  be  taken  for  expressing 
the  ratios  of  mortality  upon  the  map,  and  in  many  instances 
towns  occupying  an  area  of  fifty  or  even  one  hundred  square 
miles  of  surface  may  have  a  rural  population  of  one,  two  or  three 
thousand  inhabitants,  occupying  but  a  small  portion  of  this 
area. 

The  population  used  as  a  basis  for  calculating  the  ratios  of 
mortality  is  that  of  1880  (U.  S.  census),  which  is  taken  as  an 
average  of  the  whole  period  of  twenty  years.  This  would  be 
sufficiently  correct  for  all  towns  in  which  the  rate  of  increase 
WAS  uniform  for  the  whole  period  of  twenty  years. 

For  a  considerable  number  of  the  cities  and  towns,  however, 
the  increase  in  the  second  decade  was  much  greater  than  that 
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of  the  first.  For  these  towns,  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
number,  a  re-estimate  was  made  and  an  average  taken  of  the 
population  by  five  census  enumerations,  1870,  '75,  '80,  '85  and 
'90.  In  many  of  the  farming  towns  the  population  was  quite 
stationary  and  in  some  there  was  a  decrease. 

In  considering  the  difierent  parts  of  the  State  with  reference 
to  the  comparative  prevalence  of  different  diseases,  the  county 
has  been  selected  as  a  large  sanitary  district.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  such  divisions  have  but  little  significance  for  the 
purpose  of  sanitary  study. 

For  example,  Franklin,  Hampshire  and  Hampden  counties 
have  quite  similar  characteristics  in  their  equal  distance  from 
the  sea,  in  forming  the  principal  drainage  basin  of  that  part 
of  the  Connecticut  River  which  traverses  the  State,  and  in 
other  characteristics.  They  might  therefore  be  treated  as  one 
group. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a  more  intelligent  classification 
I  have  therefore  classified  the  towns  into  two  general  divisions 
of  manufacturing  or  densely  settled  towns,  and  agricultural  or 
sparsely  settled  towns. 

The  former  embraces  87  municipalities,  including  all  the  28 
cities.  None  of  this  number  had  less  than  2,000  inhabitants  in 
each,  and  only  ten  had  less  than  4,000 ;  and  each  of  these 
smaller  towns  had  one  or  more  villages  having  a  comparatively 
dense  population,  living  in  a  district  of  limited  size.  The 
average  population  of  each  municipality  in  this  group  by  the 
census  of  1880  was  15,434.  Most  of  them  have  a  steadily 
increasing  population,  a  large  portion  of  which  consists  of 
immigrants,  either  of  European  nativity  or  from  the  British 
North  American  provinces.  In  many  of  the  towns  of  this  class 
there  is  a  rural  population  of  considerable  size  living  in  those 
poilions  outside  the  more  densely  settled  villages.  The  actual 
increase  in  population  in  the  rural  towns,  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years,  between  the  census  of  1870  and  that  of  1890,  a 
period  nearly  coincident  with  that  under  consideration,  was  11| 
per  cent.,  while  tliat  of  the  larger  or  manufacturing  and  urban 
districts  was  70  per  cent. 

The  other  group,  of  agricultural  towns,  259  in  number,  has 
but  few  towns  having  3,000  in  each,  and  the  average  population 
of  each  in  1880  was  1,700.     Their  population  is  distribated 
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over  an  average  area  of  nearly  thirty  square  miles  for  each 
township.  The  principal  occupation  of  the  people  of  these 
towns  consists  of  dairy  farming,  market  gardening,  and  other 
branches  of  agriculture.  A  few  of  these  towns  are  summer 
resorts,  either  upon  the  sea-coast  or  in  the  inland  region. 
Some  of  the  towns  of  this  general  class  have  increased 
slightly  in  population  in  the  past  twenty-five  years,  many  have 
remained  stationary  and  a  considerable  number  have  slowly 
decreased. 

I  have  included  Provincetown  and  Nantucket  in  the  former 
class,  neither  of  which  is  a  manufacturing  town  ;  but  each  has 
a  compamtively  dense  population  living  in  a  small  area,  and  a 
considerable  area  of  nearly  unoccupied  sandy  territory  lying 
outside  the  densely  settled  seapoit.  Both  towns  are  exposed 
to  sea  breezes  throughout  the  year.  Newton  is  neither  a 
manufacturing  nor  a  densely  settled  municipality,  but  a 
suburban  residential  city,  with  a  population  consisting  mainly 
of  wealthy  or  comparatively  well-to-do  inhabitants. 

The  population  of  the  first  group  in  1880  was  1,342,782,  and 
that  of  the  second  group  440,303.  Tables  are  presented  giving 
the  comparative  rank  of  each  town  for  each  one  of  the  eight 
causes  of  death  considered  in  this  paper,  together  with  maps 
in  which  the  degree  of  mortality  is  presented  in  fi^e  grades, 
as  follows :  — 

1.  Towns  in  which  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease 
in  question. 

2.  Towns  in  which  the  mortality  was  niore  than  fifty*  per 
cent,  below  that  of  the  State. 

3.  Towns  in  which  the  mortality  was  below  that  of  the 
State,  but  not  fifty*  per  cent,  below  it. 

4.  Towns  in  which  the  mortality  was  above  that  of  the 
State,  but  not  fifty*  per  cent,  above  it. 

5.  Towns  in  which  the  mortality  was  more  than  fifty*  per 
cent,  above  that  of  the  State. 

Even  these  smaller  sub-divisions  (the  towns)  do  not  convey 
the  exact  relation  of  the  moilality  rate  from  any  particular 
disease,  since  the  broad  patches  of  color  shown  upon  the  maps 


*  In  the  table  of  general  death  rates  the  dividing  limits  of  the  groups  are  plaoed  for 
the  sake  of  conyenlenoe  at  15  per  cent,  instead  of  60  per  cent. 
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convey  to  the  eye  an  impression  of  quantity  in  proportion  to 
their  areas,  while  the  actual  prevalence  in  towns  of  small  popu- 
lation and  large  area  was  in  most  cases  confined  to  some  densely 
settled  village  occupying  but  a  small  portion  of  the  colored 
area. 

For  example,  under  the  head  of  measles,  the  neighboring 
places  Fall  River  and  Freetown  in  Bristol  County  have  a 
nearly  equal  area,  and  the  coloring  expresses  to  the  eye  a  sim- 
ilar ratio  of  mortality  to  the  population  only ;  but  the  actual 
number  of  the  population  is  more  than  fifty  times  greater  in 
Fall  River  than  it  is  in  Freetown. 

It  would  have  been  a  very  important  and  valuable  addition  to 
this  inquiry  if  the  prevalence  of  sickness  from  the  same  causes, 
independent  of  mortality,  could  have  been  presented.  No 
extended  and  complete  inquiry  of  this  character  has  been  under- 
taken in  the  State  since  the  limited  inquiry  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  in  1858  and  1859,  and  that  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  1874 ;  consequently  we  must  trust  to  the 
information  contained  in  the  registration  reports,  which  present 
only  the  data  of  mortality. 

The  writer  has  found  valuable  assistance  in  the  following 
published  reports :  — 

Dr.  Bowditch's  well-known  report  to  the  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Society  in  1862,  upon  consumption  in  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Geo.  Derby's  papers  upon  consumption  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Registration  Report  of  Massachusetts,  1865,  and  typhoid 
fever  in  the  second  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
1871. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Folsom's  statistical  tables  upon  diphtheria  in  the 
Thirty-ninth  Registration  Report  of  Massachusetts,  1880, 
and  upon  typhoid  fever  in  the  Fortieth  Registration  Report, 
1881. 

A  study  of  phthisis  and  pneumonia  in  Massachusetts,  statis- 
tical and  climatological,  by  W.  E.  Smith,  M.D.,  1888. 

The  etiology  and  *  treatment  of  the  summer  dian'hcea  of 
infants,  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Haven,  Boston,  1886. 

Also  in  the  valuable  English  reports  of  Dr.  Haviland  upon 
the  geographical  distribution  of  certain  diseases  in  Great 
Britain,  1875,  and  in  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Longstaff, 
entitled  ««  Statistical  Studies,''  1891. 
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General   Description   op   the    State. 

Topographical  and  Climatic  JFeaiures. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  is  one  of  the  older  and  smaller 
States  of  the  North  American  Union.  In  area  it  has  a  surface 
of  about  8,000  square  miles  (21,000  sq.  kilo.). 

As  compared  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union  it  is  one  of 
the  least  in  area.  There  are  but  four  smaller  States.  Texas 
has  an  area  about  thirty-three  times  as  large.  Massachusetts 
extends  over  an  average  breadth  of  one  degree  in  latitude  and 
three  or  more  in  longitude,  the  extremes  of  latitude  being  41^ 
15'  and  42°  53'  N.,  and  those  of  longitude  being  70°  and  73^ 
31' W. 

The  land  of  the  south-east  and  the  island  portions  is  low  and 
sandy,  and  rises  gradually  toward  the  western  border,  where 
the  northerly  portion  of  the  Appalachian  range  of  mountains 
travei*ses  the  State  from  north-east  to  south-west.  The  average 
elevation  of  the  western  county  is  not  far  from  1 ,000  feet,  with 
occasional  elevations  of  2,000  and  one  of  3,500  feet. 

The  climate  presents  extremes  which  are  trying  to  persons 
of  delicate  constitutions.  Occasional  temperatures  of  20^  below 
zero  (Fahr. )  in  winter  and  of  100^  above  in  summer  are  recorded. 
The  mean  average  temperature  at  Boston  is  about  48^,  and  is  one 
or  more  degrees  lower  in  the  western  counties.  Sudden  changes 
are  common,  and  the  passage  from  winter  to  summer  is  often 
rapid.  The  climate  of  the  south-eastern  portion  and  the  two 
islands  is  much  more  equable  than  that  of  the  interior.  The 
ground  often  freezes  to  a  depth  of  three  feet,  and  snow  covers 
the  ground  to  a  depth  of  two  feet  or  more,  in  winter, 
especially  in  the  western  counties.  The  average  annual  rain- 
fall is  from  forty  to  forty-five  inches. 

The  State  has  an  irregular  sea-coast  line  of  nearly  three 
hundred  miles. 

Population. 

The  State  was  settled  in  1620  by  the  English,  and  for  nearly 
two  centuries  the  English  constituted  by  far  the  predominant 
nationality  represented.  Since  1840  immigration  from  various 
other  sources  has  been  rapid. 
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Massachusetts  has  also  contributod  more  than  one  and  one- 
half  millions  of  its  population  to  the  Western  States. 

No  census  was  taken  until  1765,  in  which  year  the  State  had 
238,195  inhabitants.  The  following  table  presents  the  number 
of  inhabitants  at  each  succeeding  census  :  — 

Population  of  McutsachiMetis, 


TEAR. 


population. 


1766, 
1700, 
1800, 
1810, 
1820, 
1830, 


238,105 
378.787 
422,845 
472,040 
523,287 
610,408 


regulation. 


737,700 
004,514 
1.281, OM 
1,457,351 
1,783,086 
2,238,043 


By  the  State  census  of  1885  there  was  an  excess  of  76,373 
females,  and  the  ratio  of  males  to  females  was  100  to  109. 
The  age  period  20-40  contributed  more  than  one-half  of  this 
excess,  a  fact  which  is  doubtless  chiefly  due  to  the  emigration  of 
males  of  these  ages  to  the  Western  States. 

The  population  of  the  State  at  the  census  of  1880  consisted 
of  72.9  per  cent,  of  persons  of  native  birth,  and  27.1  per  cent, 
of  foreign  birth.  Turning  back  to  the  previous  generation, 
however,  we  find  that  of  the  parents  of  this  population  48.1  per 
cent,  only  were  of  native  birth,  and  51.9  per  cent,  were  of 
foreign  birth. 

The  accessions  to  the  population  by  immigi*ation  during  the 
past  fifty  years  have  l>cen  mainly  from  Ireland,  the  British 
North  American  Provinces,  Scotland,  Germany,  France,  Italy 
and  Sweden.  For  the  past  twenty  years  a  large  part  of  the 
accession  from  the  British  Provinces  was  of  French  Canadian 
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T)ie  term  native  must  be  taken  in  a  comparative  sense,  since 
the  entire  population  is  made  up  either  of  people  of  foreign 
origin,  or  their  descendants  of  such  class,  to  the  number  of 
from  one  to  ten  generations. 

No  allusion  is  here  made  to  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  of 
whom  there  are  less  than  500  now  living  in  the  State,  and 
of  these  but  few  are  of  unmixed  Indian  origin.  They  occupy 
two  small  sea-shore  towns. 
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Density. 

The  State  is  more  densely  settled  than  any  other  State  of  the 
Union  except  Rhode  Island.  The  average  density  of  the  popu- 
lation was  222  per  square  mile  by  census  of  1880,  and  278 
by  census  of  1890.  The  population  is  very  unevenly  dis- 
tributed, as  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Statistics  of  Counties,  Arecis,  Population,  Density,  Total  Deaths  and  Death 

Rates  (1871-90), 
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27.66 

Norfolk,    . 

494 

96,507 

118,950 

195.3 

240.8 

3.3 

2.7 

32,673 

16.93 

Plymouth, 

671  ' 

74,018 

92,700 

110.3 

138.1  ' 

5.9 

4.6 

26,003 

17.66 

Raffolk,     . 

45  < 

1     387,927 

484,780 

8,620.0 

10,773.0  ' 

.07 

.06 

184.620 

23.80 

Worcester, 

1,551  ' 

1     226,897 

280,787 

146.3 

181.1  : 

4.4 

3.5 

83,737 

18.45 

THE  STATE, 

8,040, 

1,783,085 

2,t38,943 

ni.8 

278.5 

2.9 

2.8 

718,147 

19.66 

A  north  and  south  line,  dividing  the  population  into  two 
equal  parts,  passes  through  the  cities  of  Haverhill,  Somervillc, 
Cambridge,  Taunton,  Fall  River  and  Boston,  dividing  the  latter 
about  two  miles  west  of  the  State  House. 

Massachusetts  has  followed  the  example  of  most  civilized 
countries  in  the  rapid  increase  of  its  urban  as  compared  with 
its  rural  districts.  Some  of  the  cities  and  towns  have  doubled 
their  population  within  a  period  of  ten  or  fifteen  years.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  very  many  of  the  small  towns,  which 
occupy  districts  remote  from  railway  travel,  the  population  has 
for  manyTyears  been  stationary,  and,  in  not  ^  f^w*  diipinishing. 
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Some  towns  have  a  smaller  population  than  they  had  at  the 
census  of  1790. 

About  thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  population  live  within  a 
radius  often  miles  of  Boston. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  marriage,  birth  and  death  rates  of  the  State  for  the  past 
forty  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


PERIODS. 

Marriage 

Rates 
(Persons 
marrted). 

Birth  Hates. 

Death  Bates. 

Excess 
of  Births 

orer 
Deaths. 

1851-55,       . 
1856-60,       , 

(Civil  war),                .    1861-65,      . 

1866-70, 
1871-75,       . 

(Financial  depreMioD),  1876-80, 

1881-85, 
1886-W), 

23.4 
19.6 
18.7 
21.0 
19.8 
16.0 
18.5 
18.6 

28.0 
29.5 
25.3 
26.1 
27.6 
24.7 
25.1 
25.9 

18.7 
17.9 
20.7 
18.2 
20.8 
19.2 
19.8 
19.4 

10.2 
11.6 
4.6 
7.9 
6.8 
5.5 
5.3 
6.5 

The  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of  the  urban  and  the  rural 
population  for  the  census  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables :  — 

Birth  Rates  per  1,000. 


LOCALIXr. 

laes. 

1»70. 

1S7S. 

ISAO. 

1M5. 

189«. 

Cities 

Remainder  of  the  State, . 
Whole  SUte,    .               .       . 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

26.7 
22.6 
23.0 

27.2 
25.6 
26.2 

29.7 
23.8 
26.6 

27.6 
20.9 
24.8 

27.8 
21.3 
25.1 

28.4 
21.7 
25.8 

Death  Rates. 

LOCALITY. 

ises. 

1870. 

187S. 

ISSO. 

1M5. 

ISM. 

Cities 

Bamaloder  of  the  State, . 

Whole  8Ut« 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

22.1 
19.8 
20.6 

20.9 
16.6 
18.7 

23.1 
18.6 
21.2 

21.5 
17.5 
19.8 

21.1 

17.5 
19.6 

20.6 
17.6 
10.4 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  State  for  the 
twenty  years  1871-1)0  was  718,147. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  the  eight  different  causes  con- 
sidered in  this  paper  was  288,348,  or  40.1  per  cent,  of  the 
total  mortality.     These  were  distributed  as  follows  :  — 


Small-pox,  . 

2,298 

Typhoid  fever,     . 

.     19,421 

Measles, 

3,984 

Cholera  infantum, 

.    42,376 

Scarlet-fever, 

.     14,639 

Phthisis, 

.  112,604 

Diphtheria  and  croup, . 

.    36;^3 

Pneumonia, . 

.    56,474 

The  Counties. 

Some  general  features  of  the  counties  may  be  outlined, 
beginning  with  the  western  border  of  the  State. 

Berkshire  County  consists  mainly  of  high  land,  its  average 
level  being  nearly  1 ,000  feet  above  the  sea.  There  are  many 
mountains  and  hills  of  1,500  to  3,500  feet,  with  deep  valleys 
and  swift  water  coui*ses.  There  is  an  abundance  of  forest  land. 
There  are  a  few  thriving  manufacturing  towns.  The  manu- 
facture of  paper  is  largely  carried  on  upon  the  pure,  clear 
water  courses  of  this  county.  The  population  of  the  county 
slowly  increases,  !)ut  in  many  of  the  small  towns  remote  from 
railway  travel  it  has  retrogjraded.  The  average  density  of  the 
population  is  85  per  square  mile  (census  of  1890). 

The  winters  are  long  and  severe,  the  snow  often  lying  upon 
the  ground  in  the  forests,  especially  in  the  northern  portion, 
until  late  in  April. 

The  next  three  counties  may  be  considered  together. 
Franklin,  Hampshire  and  Hampden  counties  lie  upon  the  east 
and  west  sides  of  the  Connecticut  River,  in  the  order  named, 
from  noith  to  south.  The  land  in  the  first  two  named  is 
generally  higher  than  that  in  Hampden,  the  southern  county 
of  the  group.  The  Connecticut  River  divides  them  all  nearly 
in  twain,  while  four  tributaries  drain  the  areas  upon  each  side, 
entering  the  Connecticut  at  nearly  opposite  points  upon  each 
side  of  the  river. 

The  population  of  Franklin  and  Hampshire  counties  is 
chiefly  agricultural,  while  that  of  Hampden  has  a  much  greater 
manufacturing  population,  distributed  in  several  rapidly 
increasing  cities  and  towns. 

The  density  of  population  in  these  counties  is  as  follows : 
Franklin,  56.5  per  square  mile ;  Hampshire,  90.6  per  square 
mile  ;  and  Hampden,  214  per  square  mile. 
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Worcester  is  the  central  county  of  the  State,  and  the  largest 
in  area.  It  is  mainly  occupied  by  an  agricultural  population. 
It  has  one  large  and  one  small  city,  and  several  enterprising 
manufacturing  towns.  The  land  is  generally  high  in  the 
northern  portions  and  lower  in  the  southern.  The  density  of 
its  population  is  181  per  square  mile. 

Suffolk  is  the  metropolitan  county,  and  includes  the  seaport 
and  city  of  Boston.  The  county  contains  about  half  a  million 
of  inhabitants,  which  gives,  with  its  limited  area,  a  density  of 
nearly  11,000  per  square  mile. 

Middlesex  and  Norfolk  join  Suffolk  upon  the  north  and 
south,  and  are  quite  densely  settled  in  the  suburban  portions. 
The  former  has  a  large  manufacturing  population  in  some  of 
its  towns,  and  has  many  toWns  of  extremely  rapid  growth. 
Some  of  them  have  doubled  within  the  past  decade.  The 
density  of  Middlesex  County  is  521  per  square  mile,  and  that 
of  Norfolk  241. 

Essex,  the  north-eastern  county,  has  a  bold,  rugged  sea- 
coast,  several  manufacturing  cities  of  moderate  size  and  healthy 
growth,  and  one  large  fishing  port.  The  land,  especially  near 
the  coast,  presents  but  few  elevations.  The  Merrimack  River 
passes  through  its  northern  portion  to  the  sea.  The  density  of 
Essex  County  is  59()  per  square  mile. 

Bristol  and  Plymouth  occupy  the  south-eastern  part  of  the 
State  (exclusive  of  Cape  Cod).  They  include  four  thriving 
manufacturing  cities.  The  growth  of  Bristol  is  more  rapid 
than  that  of  Plymouth.  The  climate  is  generally  milder  than 
that  of  the  counties  already  named.  The  density  of  Bristol 
County  is  335,  and  of  Plymouth  138  per  square  mile. 

Barnstable  County  is  Cape  Cod,  a  long,  flat,  sandy  peninsula, 
stretching  east  and  northward  seventy  miles  or  more.  It  has 
no  cities  or  large  towns,  and  its  population  is  diminishing  by 
emigration.  The  principal  occupations  are  fishing  and  the 
culture  of  cranberries.  The  climate  is  insular.  Many  of  the 
towns  are  becoming  places  of  summer  resort,  on  account  of 
the  equable  temperature  and  facilities  for  sea-bathing. 

The  two  island  counties  have  similar  characteristics  to  Barn- 
stable.    They  are  sandy  islands. 

The  average  density  of  population  of  these  three  counties  it 
about  70  per  square  mile* 
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General  D^ath  Rate  of  Counties,  Cities  and  Towns. 

In  the  accompanying  tables  will  be  found  the  death  rates  of 
each  county,  city  and  town  in  the  State  for  the  twenty  years 
1871-90,  the  figures  presented  being  the  population  of  the  mid- 
year of  the  period  (1880),  the  average  annual  death  rate  for 
the  twenty  years  from  all  causes,  and  the  rank  which  each 
city  and  town  held  for  the  period  as  compared  with  the  average 
death  rate  of  the  State. 

In  this  table  allowance  has  been  made  for  changes  in  the 
population  of  towns  by  town  divisions  during  the  {>eriod. 

The  following  towns,  recently  constituted,  do  not  appear  in 
the  list.  Their  statistics  are  included  in  those  of  the  towns 
from  which  they  were  separated :  — 

Bourne,  incorporated  in  1884,  statistics  included  in  those  of 
Sandwich. 

Minis,  incorporated  in  1885,  statistics  included  in  those  of 
Med  way. 

Hopedale,  incorponited  in  188f>,  statistics  included  in  those 
of  Milford. 

North  Attleborough,  incorporated  in  1887,  statistics  included 
in  those  of  Attleborough. 

Avon,  incorporated  in  1888,  statistics  included  in  those  of 
Stoughton. 

The  following  towns  were  incorponited  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  twenty-year  period,  and  their  statistics  are  presented  in  the 
tables  for  the  number  of  years  since  they  were  incorporated : 
Maynard,  1871;  Ayer,  1871;  Holbrook,  1872;  Norwood, 
1872;  Rockland,  1874;  South  Abington,  1875;  Merrimac, 
1876;  Hampden,  1878;  North  Adams,  1878;  Cottage  City, 
1880;  and  Wellesley,  1881. 

Brighton,  Charlestown  and  West  Roxbury  were  annexed  to 
Boston  in  1873. 

The  names  of  the  following  were  changed  during  the  twenty- 
year  period:  North  Chelsea  to  Revere ;  South  ScituatetoNorwell ; 
South  Abington  to  Whitman  ;  North  Bridge  water  to  Brockton. 

The  populations  of  all  cities  and  towns  marked  (*)  have  been 
re-estimated  in  calculating  the  death  rate,  in  consequence  of  an 
unequal  rate  of  increase  during  the  period. 

The  deaths  in  the  large  public  institutions  in  Danvers,  Tewks- 
bury,  Monson,  Bridgewater,  Worcester^  Taunton,  Northampton, 
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Somerville  and  Wcstborough  have  been  omitted  in  estimating 
the  death  rates  of  those  places. 

At  the  head  of  the  list  with  lowest  mortality  rate  stands 
Gosnold,  the  smallest  in  population  in  the  State,  a  long,  wind- 
swept series  of  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Buzzard's  Bay.  In  this 
town  there  were  no  deaths  from  pneumonia,  small-pox,  typhoid 
fever,  scarlet-fever  or  measles  during  the  twenty  years.  Next 
in  the  list  is  New  Ashford,  another  very  small  town  in  northern 
Berkshire,  on  very  high  land.  Its  death  rate  from  consumption 
was  the  lowest  in  the  State.  Richmond  has  a  similar  location. 
Nahant  is  a  rocky  promontory  jutting  out  into  the  sea,  with  a 
small  population,  largely  increased  in  the  summer.  Tewksbury 
is  an  inland  agricultural  town,  whose  death  rate  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  increased  by  its  proximity  to  a  large  city.  In 
this  town  and  also  in  Monson,  both  of  which  have  low  death 
rates,  there  have  existed  two  large  State  institutions  during  the 
whole  period,  with  mortality  rates  higher  than  that  of  the  State, 
in  one  case  very  excessive,  and  yet  the  death  rates  of  the  towns 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  increased  thereby. 

The  position  of  Berkshire  County  in  this  list  is  worthy  of 
note,  since  it  had  not  a  single  town  whose  mortality  rate  during 
the  twenty  years  was  above  the  average. 

The  exceptional  position  of  Chilmark  is  also  noticeable,  since 
its  death  rate  was  very  low  (14.07),  while  those  of  other  towns 
upon  the  island  of  Martha's  Vineyard  wore  very  high,  their 
death  rates  being  as  follows :  Tisbury,  20.00 ;  Edgartown, 
21.83;  Gay  Head,  32.91. 

Certjiin  groups  of  contiguous  towns  are  also  worthy  of  note 
as  having  low  mortality  rates  :  Brookline,  Newton,  Needham, 
Wcllesloy,  Weston,  Wayland,  Lincoln,  Concord,  Littleton, 
Boxborough  and  Stow,  all  in  Middlesex  and  northern  Norfolk 
counties  ;  Burlington,  Billerica,  Tewksbury  and  Dracut,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Middlesex;  Erving,  Gill,  Greenfield,  Leyden, 
Col  rain  and  Heath,  along  the  northern  border  of  Franklin 
County ;  Clarksburg,  Williamstown,  New  Ashford  and  Lanes- 
borough,  in  north-western  Berkshire ;  Washington,  Lenox, 
Richmond,  Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  Tyringham,  Otis, 
Sandisfield,  New  Marlborough  and  Mt.  Washington,  in  southern 
Berkshire ;  Warren,  Palmer,  Monson  and  Wales,  on  the  bor- 
der of  Worcester  and  Hampden  counties ;  Franklin,  Wrentham 
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and  Foxborough,  in  western  Norfolk ;  Norwood,  Canton  and 
Milton,  in  central  Norfolk;  Rockland,  Whitman  and  Hanson, 
in  northern  Plymouth. 

The  number  of  towns  having  comparatively  low  mortality 
rates  in  south-eastern  Massachusetts,  embracing  the  five 
counties  of  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Dukes  and  Nan- 
tucket, was  quite  small. 

Omitting  consideration  of  the  cities  for  the  present,  the 
following  towns  stand  prominent  at  the  extreme  of  high  mor- 
tality, and  in  the  following  order:  Gay  Head,  Nantucket, 
Orleans,  Edgartown  and  Mashpee.  All  these  are  sea-shore 
towns ;  three  of  them  are  upon  islands.  First  of  all  is  the 
small  Indian  town  of  Gay  Head,  which  also  stands  at  the 
extreme  of  high  mortality  in  the  lists  of  phthisis  and  measles. 
Singularly  enough,  it  is  just  opposite  and  across  Vineyard 
Sound  from  Gosnold,  which  stands  at  the  other  extreme,  of 
low  mortality.  Next  comes  the  town  of  Nantucket,  once  a 
thriving  fishing  port,  and  now  a  summer  resort.  In  estimating 
the  death  rate  of  this  town  the  deaths  of  the  summer  visitors 
have  been  omitted.  These  would  have  increased  the  death 
rate,  and  given  it  a  rank  of  141  instead  of  137  in  the  list. 

So  far  as  healthful  climate  and  good  location  is  concerned, 
these  towns  can  scarcely  be  surpassed ;  they  have  an  equable 
temperature,  and  are  swept  by  sea  breezes.  Other  conditions 
must  therefore  be  sought  to  account  for  high  mortality  rates. 
The  following  applies  generally  to  these  five  towns  :  in  conse- 
quence of  the  emigration  of  the  young  and  vigorous  adults, 
the  resident  population  of  these  towns  has  an  excess  of  elderly 
people,  whose  death  rate  is  naturally  high.  The  number  of 
people  over  seventy  years  of  age  living  in  these  towns  by  the 
State  census  of  1885  was  603,  which  was  10.1  per  cent,  of  the 
total  population,  while  the  population  of  this  class  in  the  State 
at  large  was  but  3.3  per  cent.  Added  to  this  condition,  in 
Nantucket  (which  contains  more  than  half  the  population  of 
the  five  towns)  is  the  crowding  of  most  of  its  population  into 
one  compact  village,  having  no  efficient  system  of  sewerage. 

I  am  inclined  to  regard  the  high  ratio  of  Gay  Head  and 
Mashpee,  in  the  general  mortality  list,  as  probably  due  partly 
to  the  character  of  the  population  and  not  to  geographical 
position.     The  mixture  of  Indian  and  Negro  races  in  these  two 
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towns  is  shown  in  the  experience  of  other  States  to  succumb 
early  to  infectious  diseases. 

In  close  proximity  to  the  end  of  the  list  come  the  cities  of 
Boston,  Fall  River,  Lowell,  Holyoke  and  Lawrence. 

Boston  had  a  high  ratio  of  mortality  from  all  of  the  diseases 
under  consideration  except  typhoid  fever,  its  position  being 
very  high  in  the  lists  for  consumption  and  small-pox. 

The  principal  diseases  in  which  Fall  River  had  a  high  ratio 
were  scarlet-fever  and  cholera  infantum. 

Holyoke  had  high  ratios  in  small-pox,  typhoid  fever,  cholera 
infantum  and  meaMes. 

The  principal  diseases  which  proved  destructive  to  Lowell 
were  cholera  infantum,  small-pox  and  typhoid  fever. 

Lawrence  had  high  mortality  from  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria, 
consumption,  cholera  infantum  and  measles. 

Had  the  whole  number  of  deaths  returned  from  Gloucester 
been  included  in  estimating  its  death  rate,  its  position  would 
have  been  next  below  that  of  Lawrence ;  but  the  omission  of 
2,100  persons  lost  at  sen  from  fishing  vessels  during  the  twenty 
years  reduces  its  position  to  87  in  the  list. 

Of  the  smaller  places  which  had  high  ratios  from  several 
infectious  diseases,  Adams  had  high  mortality  from  cholera 
infantum,  small-pox  and  diphtheria ;  Webster  from  scarlet- 
fever,  diphtheria  and  cholera  infantum ;  Mashpee  and  Shutes- 
bury  from  consumption,  typhoid  fever  and  pneumonia ;  Ware 
from  scarlet-fever  and  typhoid  fever;  Dudley  from  scarlet- 
fever  and  pneumonia. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  with  the  excellent  tables  of  Dr. 
Longstaff,  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  England  of  1887,  I  have  introduced  another  table 
intended  to  conform  to  Dr.  LongstalTs  classification.  I  have 
in  this  table  divided  the  fourteen  counties  into  three  groups,  to 
which  the  terms  dense,  medium  and  sparse  districts  are  applied, 
the  first  applying  to  those  in  which  there  is  less  than  one  acre 
to  each  person  living.  This  includes  only  the  metropolitan 
district  of  Suffolk  County.  The  second  (medium)  applies  to 
those  in  which  there  is  more  than  one  acre  but  less  than  four 
acres  to  each  person.  This  comprises  the  counties  of  Essex, 
Middlesex,  Bristol,  Norfolk  and  Hampden.  The  sparse  dis-* 
tricts,  those  in  which  there  are  more  than  four  acres  to  each 
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person,  comprise  the  remaining  counties.  In  this  grouping  the 
small  island  counties  of  Dukes  and  Nantucket  are  reckoned 
with  Barnstable  County,  their  general  characteristics,  both  of 
population  and  of  climate,  being  quite  similar.  By  this  group- 
ing the  mortality  was  in  the  following  ratio  :  — 

Dense  districts, 1,000 

Medium  districts, 826 

Sparse  districts, 760 

Oeneral  Death  Rates  of  Counties, 


COUNTIES. 


Popalatlon, 


Franklin,  . 
Norfolk,  . 
Plymouth,  . 
Berkshire,  . 
BamsUbie, 
Hampabire, 
Worcester, . 
Dukes,        • 

THIC  STATE, 

Bssez, . 

Hampden,  .  ,    . 
Middlesex,  . 
BrUtol, 
Suffolk, 
Nantucket, . 


Death  Rates. 


36,001 
96,607 
74,018 
60,032 
31,807 
47,232 
226,807 
4.300 

If  788,085 

244,535 
104,142 
317,830 
189,040 
387,927 
3,727 


Mortality  Bank, 
the  State  » 100. 


16.40 
16.93 
17.66 
17.64 
17.96 
18.02 
18.46 
19.66 

19.66 

10.67 
19.76 
19.89 
21.20 
23.80 
27.66 


84 
86 
89 
90 
91 
92 
94 
99 

100 

100 
101 
101 
108 
121 
141 


COCRTIBS  GBOITPSD  AOOOBDIira  TO  TBBIS 

DBMsin  or  PopvLATioir. 


C?01INTIE8. 


Acres  to 

each 
Person. 

IMO. 


Death  Rates, 

the  State 

=-100. 


I.  County  in  which  there  is  less  than  one 
acre  to  each  person, 

II.  Counties  having  more  than  one  acre  bat 
less  than  four  acres  to  each  person. 


m.    Counties  having  more  than  four  acres 
to  each  person 


Suffolk, 

Bssex,  . 
Middlesex,  . 
Bristol, 
Norfolk,      . 
Hampden,    . 

Worcester,  . 

Plymouth,   . 

Hampshire, . 

Berkshire,   . 

Barnstable,    Dukes 
and  Nantucket, 

Franklin,    . 


.07 

121 

1.8] 

• 

100^ 

1.7 

w 

101 

2.5 

< 

108 

3.3 
3.9, 

80 

101. 

1 

9> 

(« 

g 

> 


4.4^ 

94^ 

5.9 

• 
• 

89 

7.7 

o 

92 

8.9 

7 

90 

9.0 

5 

< 

97 

11. 8j 

84. 

60 

s 

< 
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[The  popalation  of  all  towns  marked  (*)  baa  been  re-estimated,  in  calculating  the  death  rate.] 
Cities  and  towns  In  which  the  death  rate  was  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  below  that  of  the  8ut« :  — 


Cities 
AND  Towns. 

I'opnla- 
tion, 

ISM. 

Death 
Kato. 

Rank, 

the 

Slate 

==100. 

CITIBS 

AND  Towns. 

Topula- 
tlon, 

IMO. 

Death 
Rate. 

Rank, 

the 

8UU 

-100. 

Gosnold,    . 

I          1&2 

8.88 

45 

Otis 

1     - 

14.68 

74 

New  Ashford,  . 

203 

9.36 

48 

Holdcn,    . 

2,499 

14.59 

74 

Kichmond, 

1,124 

11.34 

58 

*I^noz.    . 

2,043 

14.60 

74 

•lluin 

383 

11.56 

59 

Raynham, 

1,681 

14.63 

74 

Nahant, 

808 

11.75 

60 

Westborough, . 

5,214 

14.63 

74 

Tewksbury, 

2,179 

11.91 

61 

Whately, .       .       . 

1,074 

14.66 

75 

tWellesley, 

3,013 

12.24 

62 

IT  Rockland,      . 

4,553 

14.66 

75 

Mt.  Washington, 

205 

12.44 

63 

*8augus,  . 

2,625 

14.66 

75 

Weston,     . 

1,448 

12.46 

63 

Brvlng,     . 

872 

14.68 

76 

Lincoln, 

007 

12.73 

65 

•Greenfield,     . 

3,903 

14.68 

76 

(*oncord,    . 

8,922 

12.80 

65 

Auburn,   . 

1,817 

14.69 

76 

Clarksbnrg, 

724 

13.12 

67 

•Needham, 

5.252 

14.70 

76 

Ley den. 

607 

13.31 

68 

Hamilton. 

936 

14.76 

76 

Wales, 

1,030 

13.35 

68 

Way  land. 

1.962 

14.78 

75 

Boxborough,     . 

319 

13.48 

«    1 

Charlton, . 

1.900 

14.80 

75 

Qill 

733 

13.57 

69 

Bonthwick, 

1.104 

14.81 

75 

Newbnry,  . 

1,506 

13.57 

60 

Harwich, . 

3,265 

14.82 

76 

Monson,     . 

3,758 

18.62 

69 

Billerica,  . 

2,000 

14.82 

76 

Colrain, 

1.777 

13.70 

70 

Foxborongh,    . 

2.950 

14.83 

76 

{•Whitman,      . 

3,024 

13.73 

70    ' 

Middlefield,     . 

618 

14.89 

76 

Tyringham, 

542 

13.74 

70 

LlUleton, . 

994 

14.89 

76 

•Nbwton,  . 

16,995 

13.79 

70 

Bandisfield, 

1,107 

14.90 

76 

New  Marlborough,  . 

1,876 

13.80 

70 

Wrentham, 

2,481 

15.08 

76 

Houthborough,  . 

2,142 

13.82 

70    , 

Btow, 

1,045 

15.07 

77 

Burlington, 

711 

13.92 

71 

Canton,     . 

4,516 

15.10 

77 

Dracut, 

1,595 

13.92 

71 

Hanson,    . 

1,309 

15.16 

77 

§*(:otUgeClty,. 

820 

13.  VO 

71     ! 

1 

Warren,  . 

8,889 

15.23 

77 

||*Norwood. 

2,345 

13.99 

71    . 

Great  Barrington,  . 

4,653 

15.23 

77 

i.'hilmark,  . 

>          494 

14.07 

7« 

•Milton,    . 

3,206 

15.28 

78 

Franklin,   . 

4,051 

14.08 

72 

I«anesborough, 

1,286 

15.31 

78 

Heath, 

560 

14.10 

72 

Curomington,  . 

881 

15.82 

78 

Tolland,     . 

462 

14.16 

72 

Middleborough, 

5,237 

15.34 

78 

Ilawley,     . 

592 

14.19 

72 

•Willlamslown, 

3.394 

15.37 

78 

Hwampscott, 

2,500 

14.20 

72 

Boylston. . 

854 

15.40 

78 

Htockbridge,      . 

2.357 

14.23 

72 

Palmer,    . 

6,504 

15.46 

79 

Washington, 

493 

14.80 

78 

Acushnet. 

1,105 

15.47 

79 

Winchi>ster, 

3,802 

14.35 

73 

Conway,  . 

1,760 

15.48 

79 

llllolbrook, 

2,130 

14.35 

73 

Kgremont, 

875 

15.54 

79 

•llevere,     . 

2,203 

14.30 

73 

Chester,   . 

1,473 

15.64 

79 

Bc-rkley,    . 

927 

14.45 

74 

Norton,    . 

1,732 

15.55 

79 

*Brookline, 

8,057 

14.47 

74 

Berlin, 

977 

15.66 

79 

New  Bralntree, 

610 

14.51 

74 

GroTeland, 

2.227 

15.68 

T9 

*.yelrose,  . 

4.560 

14.58 

74 

•BrereU,  . 

4,169 

15.60 

79 

AinlieFBt,   . 

4,296 

14.65 

74 

Weatford, 

2,147 

16.60 

79 

t  Ten  yeus  ooly.      X  Sixtara  yeus  only.     §  KI«veB  jmx%  only. 

f  B«TtBtMB  y«tn  only. 


II  Nlnetemi  y«tn  oaly. 
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Oeneral  Death  Rales,  etc.,  for  Twenty  Tears,  1871-90  —  Continued. 


CiTIBS 

AKD  Town*. 

Popala- 
tlon, 

1890. 

Death 
Rate. 

Rank, 

the 

SUte 

-=100. 

Cities 
avd  towks. 

Popula- 
tlun, 

ISSO. 

Death 
Rate. 

Rank, 

the 

State 

»-ioo. 

Sftvoy, 

715 

15.60 

79 

Ashfleld,  . 

1,066 

16.08 

82 

Medfleld,   .       .       . 

1,871 

15.61 

79 

1  Topsfleld, 

1,165 

16.09 

82 

I>Mrfleld,  . 

3,543 

15.62 

79 

DunaUble, 

453 

16.11 

82 

DttnTera,    . 

6,598 

15.60 

80 

Easton,     . 

8.902 

16.18 

82 

We«i  Brookfield, 

1,917 

15.67 

80 

1  Lancaster, 

2,008 

16.13 

82 

Bridgewater,     . 

3,620 

16.67 

80 

Georgetown,    . 

2,231 

16.18 

82 

West  Bridgewater,  . 

1,665 

15.67 

80 

Goshen,    . 

327 

16.21 

82 

Chelmsford, 

2,553 

15.69 

80 

Salisbury, 

4,079 

16.23 

83 

AttleboroQgh,   . 

11,111 

15.73 

80 

♦Taumtow, 

21,213 

16.34 

83 

BMding,    . 

3,181 

15.73 

80 

Bhelburne, 

1.021 

16.25 

83 

•Medford,  . 

7,573 

15.74 

80 

Mlddleton, 

1,000 

16.25 

83 

Statrley,      .       . 

1,365 

15.75 

80 

North  Brookfield,  . 

1 

4.459 

16.25 

83 

•Bbockton, 

13,608 

15.75 

80 

j   •FiTCUBURO,    . 

12,429 

16.26 

83 

^Monroe,    . 

166 

16.76 

80 

1  Warwick, 

713 

16.27 

83 

Boxford,    . 

821 

15.77 

80 

Hancock, . 

642 

16.27 

83 

Hatfield,    . 

1,495 

15.78 

80 

Marsbfield,      . 

1,781 

16.28 

83 

PhillipatOD, 

621 

15.78 

80 

Uehoboth, 

1.891 

16.29 

83 

•Waltham, 

11,712 

15.78 

80 

tdampden. 

958 

16.32 

83 

WeDdell.    . 

465 

16.80 

80  • 

Natlck,     .       .       . 

8,479 

16.32 

83 

Oranville,  . 

1,205 

15.81 

80 

Lakevllle, 

1.008 

16.32 

83 

♦Mansfield, 

2,765 

16.82 

80 

Matupolsett,    . 

1,865 

16.34 

83 

Ofange, 

3,109 

15.82 

80 

*Rramlnghara,. 

6,236 

16.34 

83 

Wiadaor,  . 

644 

15.83 

81 

Sunderland,     . 

755 

16.35 

83 

Hiardwick, . 

2,233 

15.83 

81 

•Athol,     . 

4,307 

16.37 

83 

Waat  Newbury, 

1,989 

15.86 

81 

Williamsburg, 

2,234 

16.38 

83 

•NOBTHAMPTON, 

12,172 

15.87 

81 

^berbom. 

1,401 

16.42 

84 

Obaahire,  . 

1,537 

15.90 

81 

*Leominster,   . 

6,772 

16.44 

84 

BlaekitoDe, 

4,907 

16.01 

81 

'  Sheffield, . 

1 

2,204 

16.46 

84 

Sandwich, . 

3,543 

16.92 

81 

•Malobn, 

12,017 

16.45 

84 

Weymouth, 

10.570 

15.93 

81 

tMerrimao, 

2.237 

16.46 

84 

*Hadson,   . 

3,739 

16.93 

81 

'  Lynnfield,        .       • 

686 

16.47 

84 

liaynard,  . 

1       2,291 

15.93 

81 

Digbton,  . 

1,791 

16.49 

84 

HopklDtoo, 

4,601 

15.96 

81 

*Clinton,  . 

8,029 

16.62 

84 

Uxbrldge,  . 

8,111 

15.97 

81 

Hanover,  . 

1,897 

16.52 

84 

^rver, 

1,039 

15.98 

81 

North  Andover, 

8,217 

16.55 

84 

Upton, 

2,023 

10.02 

81 

Northborougb, 

1,676 

16.55 

84 

^Bradford, 

2,643 

16.07 

82 

Rowley,    . 

1,201 

16.57 

84 

Bererly,     . 

8,456 

16.08 

82 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  death  rate  was  below  that  of  the  State  but  not  fifteen  per 
cent,  below  It :  — 


lUtiiaen,   .       .       . 

4.892 

Roehester, . 

1,043 

•Wlnthrop, 

1,043 

Montgomery,    . 

303 

Weetport,  . 

2.894 

16.62 

86 

16.63 

86    i 

16.64 

85 

16.67 

85  ; 

16.69 

86 

1 

Pelham, 
Med  way,  . 
Peru, 
Ludlow, 
Swanzey, 


614 

16.70 

3,956 

16.71 

403 

16.74 

1,626 

16.74 

1,355 

16.79 

85 
85 
85 
85 
86 


t  Thirteen  years  only. 


X  Fourteen  years  only. 
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r  IVenii/  Tear*.  1371-90  -  Oonlinoed. 

Cmn 

'Tt  "■ 

.th 

H.n.. 

CltW4 

'"ve;^',-  '* 

.. 

Ruk, 

""  '"*"'■ 

)KH.       I** 

*■ 

""«■ 

JLXD  TOOKS. 

u. 

=  100' 

flilton,       . 

a,0S2        IB 

sT 

^ 

W.lpol», .       . 

3,481       17 

81 

M 

Punbroko. 

1,W5        111 

S3 

B« 

Hul  Bridgewictr,  . 

iTlO       17 

04 

00 

Blsiiiiroril, 

«;8     18 

M 

1  MoudQD,  . 

l,OM       17 

«4 

to 

Aodovtr.    .       .       . 

88 

fNonh  Adini,      . 

10,101        17 

031        Id 

88 

8« 

Prlno-Ion, 

1.100        17 

T3 

M 

•FlBrW..    .       .       . 

Charlcuioot. 

Wcuh.™.  .       .       . 

Ban     IS 

88 

Do«r,      . 

4,»tt      Id 

87 

B« 

'    Plj'DlDUlb. 

7.088      IT 

TS 

M 

Korfolk,     .       .       . 

It 

•PlTTBHILD, 

I3.3M       IT 

Unrlon.      .       . 

B4B     n 

H 

B« 

1  KqhcII,    . 

i-a     IT 

80 

SI 

■Wfl  Slockbridgr.    . 

BS 

i.8«fl     11 

80 

•llLOUCmiTliB,  . 

W^M       17 

00 

4,030       IT 

80 

S,4SQ       11 

01 

87 

BDClll.l.d. 

S2 

01 

"WiiitlOH-n,     . 

t.KI        17 

01 

S7 

Norwrll.  . 

1,820        17 

83 

01 

SUIIOB,          .           .          . 

S,1W        ,7 

01 

BOBC,          . 

601        17 

83 

•■I.i..lr,g«,n,       .       . 

I.IM      17 

OS 

17 

■Oirdner, 

4,188        17 

IloUuid,     . 

3IH     n 

M 

BT 

im    n 

S3 

01 

Pudbury,    .       ,       . 

Aiblud,  . 

1,S84        11 

I'l^lnHeld,  . 

45T        17 

OT 

ST 

;  BollUlon. 

3,088       IT 

03 

01 

eoml.n,dley,  . 

3.SM       17 

1  Norihn.ia. 

Tcmplelon, 

a.iw     IT 

08 

8T 

4,T41       1- 

87 

01 

SccVci.       . 

■     i.ia     IT 

10 

8T 

BirniUbl*. 

eo 

Arlon, 

1       1,7BT       11 

11 

BT 

Sbtewibury, 

1,600        18 

uo 

n 

null.nJ.     .       .        . 

1,05B      IT 

18 

WlBehfndon, 

3,Tll        I« 

oo 

ilmobj.     .       . 

Bt 

1  lf>Dcb»li>r, 

1,940       18 

00 

m 

Klng.lQn,  .       .       . 

1.KI4       IT 

X 

as 

•BOMEItTlLLE, 

24,833       IS 

04 

03 

Brewiler,  .       ,       . 

'       l,l«       IT 

t» 

81 

1  WallHwl, 

1,878       19 

OS 

01 

1      10,137        IT 

BS 

1.401       18 

08 

1       4,M«       IT 

a 

Bt 

1  SpcncFr.  . 

7.4«fl       IS 

08 

01 

r,.-™i.,   .      .      . 

u 

BB 

1  Brook  ndd. 

2.8S0       18 

OS 

Orutou,      .       .' 

'       1,M3        17 

» 

68 

-LTNl.,     . 

«.m       IS 

la 

»x 

l).«lhii,n,    .        . 

1        MM        II 

M 

SB 

1  Htotbrtdg., 

3.083        18 

u 

n 

'     a.s7s     17 

M 

88 

a.Bm,        . 

70*       IB 

IlrlmtUld,  .       .       . 

i.joa     17 

88 

«««.    , 

1.418       18 

w 

Eitlhmn,    . 

1         »S      IT 

M 

88 

LdcHIer, 

2.7T8       19 

16 

n. 

Buibury,  . 

I.IM        17 

» 

88 

1    'VVOBITIIK, 

W.»3l       IB 

16 

M 

l.llli       17 

88 

Bol[OD,        . 

803        19 

M 

•H-akffleld.       . 

'      6.MT       IT 

47 

88 

•Qui  MCI.. 

10.B70       18 

21 

CVhtni,    .        . 

S«9       IT 

M 

BS 

'  BlB8h,d.. 

4,485        18 

33 

S3 

•Bnlnim, 

1       3.SSS        IT 

88 

j  llon««y, 

IS 

w 

-Al" 

88 

KnHcld,    . 

1,048      IS 

M 

•H)d=l>.rk.      .       . 

'       T.0I1B       IT 

U 

n 

I.IBJ       18 

tt 

M 

CohiKHt,   . 

1     a.isa     IT 

90 

ra 

'         7»S       17 

U 

BO 

BelrherWwn. 

3,348       18 

31 

n 

80 

*Ad>m*,  . 

ChMWrB-ld.      .        . 

•HlVIRUILL, 

ia,4i3     18 

88 

•  M'cilB.W,        .       . 

j       1,687        IT 

" 

BO 

Traro,       . 

1,017       18 

88 

•• 

t  TtalrtMn  j««r(  enl;. 
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CIIM 

"If^t     ^ 

tih 

Ihi' 

i            C,r,..            1  ^^" 

.... 

Uiiik, 

■""■  ^""'"' 

IMO.        " 

"■ 

^Sli 

tUIC. 

=  110° 

Oiford,      .       .       . 

S,flM       IS 

K 

t3 

4.3Jfl 

IS.M 

» 

-«■•«  uoyl-lon.        . 

2.KM        It 

41 

H 

4,g7a 

1B.S1 

9« 

A.hby,      .       .       . 

Ag.w»m,. 

3,tl<l 

Bfl 

L«,     .       . 

3.M0       1! 

43 

•SpRIsorrtLD 

Dudley.      . 

1,803       IS 

41 

M 

•Fep|«rril, 

a.3)a 

ID.OO 

t^ 

Chilbini,   . 

l(.2W       H 

i.saB 

Dannl.,       . 

[1,238       If 

4fl 

LcceKU,  . 

BedtorJ,     . 

B31        18 

47 

M 

BQlUngbim, 

1.M3 

Tsmouth, 

a,  ITS       19 

M 

M 

Shuon.     . 

1.4M 

19.  IS 

01 

n.rvi.rd,    . 

1.2M       1( 

WLIbnhun, 

),*« 

•WOHLEBTin, 

SI.M1       1* 

S3 

u 

•Cututi, 
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1)9 

-Wllmluiflon, 

U3       IB 

M 

M 

W-«l  SprlngHe 

■t. 
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0S 

1,4U       1! 

IB 
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*,0i3        IS 
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SS 
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Ul        » 

13 

n 
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19  40 
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t.tM        18 
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N 

»i 
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n 

M 
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!.»ia 
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n 

n 

9U 
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-a 

9i 
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TB 

M 
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HO 
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7.481     1  20 

37 

101 

w  th*D  UMca  per  wot.  abovs  llul  of  lb*  Slita :  - 


•LowiLt, '.        .       . 
•Fill  KiTKB,  . 

21,9  ](• 
69,174 
18,981 

j  23.18 

118 

•BOBTOH, . 

•Kuilueket,     . 
1  0.yH.«!,       . 

.  j  382,839 
.  !      3,721 

20.09 
32.01 

12a 

I8J 
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Measles. 

The  statistics  of  measles  for  the  period  under  consideration 
do  not  present  any  very  striking  characteristics  with  reference 
to  geographical  distribution. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  measles  registered  in  Massa- 
chusetts during  the  period  of  twenty  years  (1871-90)  was 
3,984.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  this  cause  to  the  mor- 
tality from  all  causes  was  .55. 

The  annual  mortality  per  10,000  of  the  living  population  for 
each  year  of  the  same  period  from  this  cause  was  as  follows  :  — 


Annual  Death  Rate  from  Measles  per  10,000  of  the  Population.    Massachu- 
setts (1871-90). 


YEAKS. 


1871, 
1872, 
1878, 
1874, 
1876, 
1876, 
1877, 
1878, 
1870, 
1880, 


Average,  1871-80, 


Death  Rate 

per  10,000 

Iran  Measles. 


,9 
2.8 
l.l 
1.0 
1.4 

.3 

.8 
1.8 

.1 
1.8 


1.14 


YEARS. 


1881, 
1882, 
1883, 
1884, 
1885, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890. 


Death  Kate 

perlO/MH) 

ttom  Meaalea. 


Average,  1881-90,    . 


1.8 
.4 

1.7 
.4 

1.0 
.0 

2.8 

1.1 
.8 
.5 


1.0& 


Average  of  the  whole  period, 1.11 


By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  mortality  from  measles 
was  extremely  variable,  the  extremes  being  .1  per  10,000  in 
1879  and  2.8  in  1872.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
second  decade,  as  compared  with  the  first. 

The  mortality  from  this  cause  lor  the  first  five  years 

of  the  period  was 1,133 

For  the  second  five  years, 764 

For  the  third  fire  years, 1,007 

For  the  fourth  five  years, 1,090 

8,984 
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By  counties  the  ratios  for  the  whole  period  of  twenty  years 
were  as  follows  :  — 


COUNTIES. 


Deaths 
from  Meastei, 

1871-90. 


Death  Rate 
per  10,000 

or  the 
PopuUtton. 


Death  Rate 

per  10,000  of 

Cnildren  under 

10  Vvara. 


Barnstable, . 
Berkshire,  . 
Briatol, 
Dakes, 
Essex, . 
Franklin,     . 
Hampdeo,  . 
Hampshire, 
Middlesex,  . 
Nantucket,  . 
Norfolk,      . 
Plymouth,  . 
Suffolk, 
Worcester, . 

THE  STATE, 


22 

117 

302 

2 

414 

89 

8A1 

81 

008 

1 

86 

83 

1,416 

482 

3|9M 


.34 
.85 

1.08 
.23 
.86 
.54 

1.63 
.85 
.06 
.13 
.44 
.42 

1.82 

1.06 

1.11 


2.0 
3.9 
5.4 
1.8 
4.5 
2.8 
8.2 
4.6 
4.8 
1.0 
2.3 
2.4 
9.9 
5.1 

5.7 


In  examining  the  foregoing  table,  in  connection  with  the 
Map  No.  1,  it  appears  in  general  that  the  sea-coast  counties 
suffered  least  of  all,  and  of  these  the  counties  situated  faiihest 
from  the  principal  centres  of  population  had  the  lowest 
mortality  rates  from  measles,  that  of  Nantucket,  the  most 
remote,  being  but  .13  per  10,000  (representing,  however,  but 
one  death  in  a  population  of  3,727  by  census  of  1880)  ;  that  of 
Dukes  County  was  .23;  Barnstable,  .34;  Plymouth,  .42;  and 
Norfolk,  .44;  that  of  the  State  being  1.11.  In  the  same  table 
is  also  presented  a  column  giving  the  ratio  of  mortality  from 
this  cause  to  the  living  population  of  children  under  ten  years 
of  age,  since  the  measles  mortality  is  mainly  made  up  from 
this  class.  The  comparative  ratios  in  this  column  do  not  differ 
very  much  from  those  for  the  whole  population,  except  in 
Dukes  and  Nantucket,  where  the  proportion  of  children  to  the 
entire  population  is  small. 

In  Berkshire  County,  which  had  a  death  rate  from  this  class 
of  .85  per  10,000,  the  mortality  in  the  northern  or  more 
elevated  half  of  the  county  was  greater  than  that  of  the  southern 
(see  Map  No.  1).     Franklin  County  had  a  very  low  mortality 
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rate,  Hampshire  lower  than  the  average  of  the  State,  and 
Hampden  had  an  excessively  high  rate. 

In  Worcester  County  the  southern  half  suffered  more  severely 
than  the  northern,  while  in  Middlesex  County  the  mortality 
from  measles  was  more  uniformly  distributed,  and  in  general 
was  below  the  average  of  the  State.  In  Essex  the  mortality 
from  measles  was  quite  uniformly  distributed,  and  was  less  than 
that  of  Middlesex. 

In  examining  these  counties  with  reference  to  the  effect  of 
density  of  population,  the  differences  are  much  more  marked 
than  those  which  relate  merely  to  geographical  position. 

In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  with  reference 
to  their  death  rates  from  measles,  the  mortality  of  the  State 
from  this  cause  for  ihe  period  in  question  being  considered  as 
100 :  — 


Counties  of  Massachusetts  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Rates  from 
Measles  {1871-90),  that  of  the  Stale  being  taken  as  100,  the  Density  of 
Population  being  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Person, 


COUNTIES. 


Density 
of  I'upulutlon. 

Acre*  to 

KacIi  Person 

(Censns  of  1880). 


MosTALiTT  Rank  fsom  Mkaslks, 

THAT  OF  TUK  STATK  —  100. 


Mortality  Rank,   .    Mortality  Rank. 
Total  Population.  ,  Children  under  10. 


Nantucket, 

Dukes, 

Barnatable, 

Plymouth, 

Norfolk,  . 

Frunklln, 

Hampahire, 

nerkr<hire, 

Eai*cz, 

Mlddleaez,      . 

Worceater, 

Bristol,    . 

THE  STATE, 

Hampden, 
Suffolk,    . 


In  further  consideration  of  this  point,  I  have  arranged  the 
counties  in  three  groups,  according  to  their  density  of  popula- 
tion, as  in  the  following  table :  — 
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CODKTIEa    GROITPKO    ACOORDIMG    TO 
TIIKIS  DKH8ITT  OF  POPOI^TION. 

COUNTIES. 

Persons 
to  Bqaare 

Mile 

(Census  of 

1880). 

Acres  to 

Each 
Person. 

Death  Rate 

or  Mortality 

Rank  for 

Measles, 

the  State 

-100. 

I.     County  in  which  there  Is   less 
than  one  acre  to  each  person  living. 

Saffolk,    . 

8,e20 

.07 

164 

II.    Counties  having  more  than  one 
aero  but  less  than  four  acres  to 
each  person 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

486^ 
379 

• 

1.3' 
1.7 

• 
• 

86 

• 

s 

Bristol,     . 

250 

1 

2.5 

2 

97 

? 

Norfolk,  .       . 

195 

3.3 

u 

^ 

40 

5 

Hampden, 

164  J 

< 

3.9^ 

< 

151. 

< 

ill.    Counties  having  more  than  four 
acres  to  each  person, 

Worcester, 

146  > 

4.4i 

95^ 

Plymouth, 

Hampshire, 

Berkshire, 

110 
83 
85 

• 

8 

9 

5.9 
7.7 
8.9 

• 
• 

to 

o 
>  M 

CI 

38 
77 
77 

Barnstable,  Dukes 
and  Nantucket, 

71 

1 

9.0 

> 

< 

28 

V 

> 

< 

Franklin, . 

51. 

11.8. 

39; 

THE  STATE 

222 

2.9 

100 

An  examination  of  the  foregoing  table  shows  in  general  that 
the  mortality  rate  for  measles  in  the  three  districts  bears  a 
tolerably  definite  relation  to  the  density  of  population  in  those 
districts,  being  highest  in  the  metropolitan  district  of  Suffolk 
County,  medium  in  the  districts  of  intermediate  density,  and 
lowest  in  the  sparsely  settled  counties,  or  more  exactly  as 
follows :  — 

Mortality  of  dense  districts  from  measles,     ....    1,000 

Mortality  of  medium  districts, 617 

Mortality  of  sparse  districts, 445 


The  marked  exceptions  or  departures  from  the  average 
of  the  class  in  the  case  of  populous  counties  are  those  of 
Hampden  and  Norfolk.  The  former  had  an  exceptionally  high 
mortality  rate  from  measles  and  the  latter  was  as  exceptionally 
low. 

The  high  rate  of  Hampden  appears  to  be  due  to  an  excessive 
mortality  from  this  cause  in  the  city  of  Holyoke,  a  city  in 
which  the  growth  during  the  period  under  consideration  was 
very  rapid,  the  foreign  population  large,  and  the  birth  rate 
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higher  thtin  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  State.  (The  popula- 
tion of  Holyoke  in  1870  was  10,733 ;  in  1890,  35,1137.  Its 
average  birth  rate  for  the  twenty  years  was  39.6,  that  of  1885 
being  45.9  and  that  of  1890  42.7  per  1,000  of  the  population.) 
Hence  the  ratio  of  young  children  in  Holyoke  liable  to  measles 
was  unusually  large.  Leaving  Holyoke  out  of  the  county,  the 
remaining  cities  and  towns  of  Hampden  County  had  a  mortality 
rate  from  measles  which  would  give  them  an  average  rank  of 
but  101,  that  of  the  State  being  100. 

The  low  moilality  rate  of  Norfolk  County  from  measles  may 
be  taken  as  a  result  of  the  comparative  uniformity  with  which 
its  population  is  distributed.  It  is  not  only  more  sparsely 
settled  than  the  average  of  the  counties  of  its  group,  but  the 
population  is  also  nowhere  aggregated  into  populous  cities 
having  a  crowded  tenement  population. 


Classification  by  Totcns. 

A  table  .  is  presented  in  which  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Massachusetts  ape  classified  with  reference  to  their  mor- 
tality from  measles.  In  this  table  the  mortality  rate  of  the 
State  is  represented  as  100,  and  that  of  each  city  and  town 
is  given  its  proper  position  either  above  or  below  that  of  the 
State. 

A  map  is  also  presented  (see  Map  No.  1),  upon  which  each 
town  is  given  its  position  in  one  of  five  classes,  after  the 
manner  stated  up(m  page  763. 

A  study  of  the  extremes  will  be  found  useful  in  this  con- 
nection. At  one  extreme  are  95  towns  in  which  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  twenty  years  (1871-90). 
These  were  mostly  towns  of  small  population  ;  thirteen  only  of 
the  number  had  a  population  of  more  than  2,000  in  each  ;  and 
five  only  had  more  than  3,000  in  each  at  any  time  during  the 
period  in  question. 

Forty-four  of  these  towns  (having  no  mortality  from 
measles)  were  not  upon  any  line  of  railway  communication. 
Medford,  Natick  and  Melrose  were  the  principal  towns  having 
low  initios  from  this  cause ;  the  cities  of  Waltham  and  New-> 
buryport  also  had  comparatively  low  ratios.  The  entire  mor- 
tality from  measles  in  these  five  cities  and  towns  for  the  twenty 
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years  was  but  21.  In  the  seven  island  towns  there  were  but 
3  deaths  from  this  cause. 

At  the  other  extreme,  in  the  group  of  cities  and  towns  having 
a  mortality  from  measles  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  above  the 
average,  Holyoke  stands  highest  as  a  place  of  considerable  size. 
In  the  same  group  having  highest  ratios  were  the  small  towns 
of  Gay  Head,  Middlefield,  Paxton,  Carver,  Lanesborough,  Cum- 
mington,  Brimfield  and  Washington.  These,  however,  have 
but  little  significance  when  separately  considered,  since  the 
addition  or  subtraction  of  a  single  death  in  either  town  would 
make  a  very  decided  change  in  its  position.  In  the  same  group 
are  to  be  found  the  manufacturing  towns  of  Hudson,  Spencer, 
Webster  and  the  three  Brookfields,  all  upon  niilway  lines. 
The  towns  of  Dracut,  West  Springfield,  Lanesborough  and 
South  Hadley  are  all  in  close  proximity  to  cities  which  also 
had  high  ratios  from  this  cause. 

The  position  of  the  cities  relative  to  their  mortality  from  this 
disease  was  as  follows  (the  State  =  100)  :  — 


Waltham, 

17 

Cambridge, 

87 

Newburyport, 

37 

Springfield, 

95 

Brockton, 

40 

Salem,     . 

98 

Haverhill, 

47 

Pittsfield, 

99 

Taunton, 

48 

Gloucester, 

120 

Newton,  . 

60 

Chelsea,  . 

120 

Maiden,  . 

61 

Worcester, 

142 

Woburn,. 

54 

Marlborough, , 

157 

Northampton, 

58 

Boston,    . 

172 

L3'nn, 

59 

I^well,   . 

173 

Fitchbiirg, 

61 

Lawrence, 

174 

Sonierville, 

70 

Fall  River,      . 

176 

New  Bedford, . 

72 

Chicopee, 

191 

Quincy,    . 

77 

Holyoke, 

328 

The  remarkably  coincident  positions  of  the  densely  settled 
cities  of  Boston,  Lowell,  Lawrence,  Fall  Kiver  and  Chicopee 
are  worthy  of  note. 

Density  of  Population.  — The  annual  mortality  rate  of  the 
87  densely  settled  cities  and  manufacturing  towns  for  the 
twenty  years  from  this  cause  was  1.25  per  10,000  (that  of  the 
whole  State  being  1.11)  of  the  living  population,  and  that  of 
the  259  sparsely  settled  agricultural  towns  was  .53  per  10,000 ; 
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Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 
Rales  from  Measles  in  Twenty  Years,  etc.  —  Continued. 


Number 

Mortality 

Number 

Mortality 

of  Dcathf. 

Kank. 

of  Deaths. 

Kank. 

Raynham, 

2 

63 

Eaatbampton, 

75 

FramiDgham,   . 

8 

63 

Haw  ley,  . 

76 

Holden,     . 

3 

64 

Arlington, 

n 

WOBURN, 

13 

64 

Qdinct,  . 

10 

77 

West  Bridgewater, 

2 

64 

Bouthbrldge,  . 

11 

77 

Beituate,  . 

8 

65 

Brewfter, 

78 

Barre, 

8 

6« 

Maynard, 

78 

NORTHAXFTON, 

16 

68 

Hampden, 

78 

Ltnn,       : 

62 

60 

Athol,     . 

78 

Monson,    . 

6 

60 

Amesbury, 

78 

Leyerett,  . 

1 

eo 

Weatbampton, 

80 

Peabody,  . 

12 

61 

Heath,     . 

80 

Fitch  EURO,     . 

20 

61 

WilUamsbarg, 

80 

Revere,     . 

4 

63 

Montague, 

80 

Pembroke, 

2 

64 

Hardwiek,      . 

81 

Templeion, 

4 

66 

Lunenburg,     . 

82 

Plympion, 

1 

66 

Yarmouth, 

88 

Orafton,    . 

6 

67 

Belmont, 

84 

Millbary.  . 

7 

67 

Adams,   . 

10 

86 

Bwaozey, .       • 

2 

67 

Rutland, . 

85 

Med  way,  . 

e 

68 

Willlamstown, 

85 

Lexington, 

4 

68 

Ashfleld, . 

86 

Dover, 

1 

68 

Ashbumham,. 

87 

Hanaon,    . 

2 

68 

Caxbridqc,  . 

105 

87 

Townsend, 

8 

68 

Leyden,  . 

88 

Oxford,     • 

4 

60 

Gardner, . 

11 

80 

Hancock,  .       . 

1 

60 

Blandford, 

02 

Hadley,     . 

8 

60 

Marlon,   . 

04 

BOXSRYILLB,     . 

41 

70 

Manificid, 

05 

Orange,     . 

6 

70 

Sprinoficld, 

73 

06 

Monterey, 

1 

70 

Bterling,  . 

8 

05 

Wincheflter,     .       , 

6 

71 

Bberbom, 

3 

06 

Tyngsboroagh,        . 

1 

71 

Clinton,   . 

17 

06 

Phllliptton,      . 

1 

72 

Balbx,    . 

60 

OS 

New  BCDFORD, 

62 

72 

Bolton,    . 

2 

00 

Milford.    .       . 

16 

72 

PlTTSriELD,    . 

30 

00 

Palmer,     . 

0 

78 

Greenfield, 

7 

76 

THE  STATE,    . 

3,984 

100 

Hyde  Park,      . 

12 

75 

1 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  meaalee  waa  above  the  average  but  Dot  fifty 
per  cent,  above  it :  ~ 


Uzbridge 

7 

101 

DaltOD,    .... 

110 

Methuen 

10 

102 

Wilbraham,    . 

110 

Brving,     .... 

2 

103 

Bhelbume,      . 

111 

Buokland, 

4 

104 

Pern 

lis 

Bturbridge, 

6 

100 

Aehland 

lU 
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Cities  and  Towns  of  AfassachuseUs  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 
Sates  from  Measles  in  Twenty  Years,  etc,  —  Concluded. 


Number 

MortaUty 

Number 

MorUUty 

of  Deaths. 

Rank. 

of  Deaths. 

Rank. 

North  Adams,  • 

21 

113 

MiddletOD,      . 

8 

186 

Topsfield, . 

•       « 

3 

116 

West  Boylston, 

0 

136 

Ludlow,    . 

4 

118 

Littleton, 

8 

136 

Glouckbter, 

52 

120 

Freetown, 

4 

136 

Chelssa,  . 

61 

120 

Windsor, 

2 

140 

Agawam,  • 

6 

122 

WORCKSTBB,  . 

101 

142 

Sheffield,  . 

6 

123 

Ware,      . 

17 

144 

Mashpee*  . 

1 

130 

Pelham,  .       .       . 

2 

148 

Button, 

0 

130 

Mootgomery, . 

1 

140 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  measles  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
above  the  ayermge 


Mablborouoh, 
Brookfleld, 
Douglas,   . 
West  Brookfleld, 
Boston,   . 
Lowell,  . 
Lawrence, 
Fall  River, 
Dudley,     . 
Washington, 
Brimfleld, 
Chicopee, 
Bouth  Hadley, 


138 

10 

8 

7 

1,868 

222 

144 

107 

11 

2 

6 

48 

16 


167 
160 
160 
164 
172 
173 
174 
176 
177 
182 
186 
101 
101 


North  Brookfleld, . 

10 

Webster, 

26 

Draeut,    . 

7 

Bpeneer, .       .       , 

88 

Oummington, . 

4 

West  Springfield,  . 

10 

Lanesboroagh, 

•  -     . 

6 

Hudson,  . 

20 

Carver,    . 

6 

Pazton,    . 

4 

HOLTOKB, 

164 

Middlefield,     . 

6 

Gay  Head,      . 

2 

102 
107 
107 
100 
204 
206 
210 
240 
260 
804 
828 
417 
660 


Scarlet-fever. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  mortality  from  scarlet-fever 
presented  in  this  paper  are  compiled  from  a  total  of  14,639 
deaths  which  occurred  in  Massachusetts  in  the  twenty-year 
period  (1871-90).  The  deaths  from  this  cause  constituted 
2.04  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  for  the  same  period. 

The  following  table  presents  the  mortality  per  10,000  of  the 
population  from  this  cause  for  each  year  of  the  period  under 
consideration  :  — 
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Annual  Death  Rates  from  Scarlet-fever  per  lOfiOO  of  the  Population. 

Massachusetts  (1871-90), 


TEARS. 


Mortality  Rates 

from 

Scarlet-feyer. 


1871 

1872 

1873, 

1874 

1875 

1876, 

1877, 

1878, 

1879 

1880 

Average,  ten  years,  1871-80, 


6.8 
8.9 
6.4 
8.6 
10.2 
7.4 
2.8 
2.4 
4.9 
3.2 


6.2 


YEARS. 


Mortality  Ratea 

fhim 
Searlct-feyer. 


1881, 
1882, 
1883, 
1884, 
1886, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890, 


Average,  ten  years,  1881-00, 


2.2 
1.7 
3.6 
3.3 
3.0 
1.7 
2.0 
2.6 
.8 
.0 


2.2 


Annual  average,  twenty  years, 


4.1 


Comparing  the  two  decades,  1871-80  with  1881-90,  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  scarlet- 
fever  from  the  first  period  to  the  second. 

Distribution  by  Counties. 

The  ratios  of  mortality  from  scarlet-fever  by  counties  for  the 
period  (1871-90)  were  as  follows  :  — 


COUNTIES. 


Death!  from 
Scarlet>fever, 

1871-ttO. 


Barnstable, 

Berkshire, 

Bristol,  . 

Dukes,    . 

Essex,     . 

Franklin, 

Hampden, 

Hampshire, 

Middlesex, 

Nantucket, 

Norfolk, 

Plymouth, 

Suffolk,  . 

Worcester, 


THE  STATE, 


117 
600 

1,239 
11 

1,740 
142 
887 
298 

2,090 

6 

730 

397 

3,867 

2,010 

14,689 


Death  Ratis  from  Scailbt-fbvkb 


Per  10,000  of 
the  Population. 


I 

I      Per  10,000  of 

I  Children  under  10. 


1.83 
3.62 
4.45 
1.28 
3.57 
1.97 
4.26 
8.15 
4.23 
.67 
8.78 
8.68 
4.08 
4.48 

4.10 


10.6 
16.8 
22.2 

9.8 
19.0 
10.2 
20.8 
16.8 
21.3 

5.0 
10.4 
15.2 
27.0 
21.3 

tO.8 


In  examining  the  statistics  of  mortality  from  this  cause  with 
reference  to  their  relation  to  density  of  population,  the  follow- 
ing table  may  be  consulted :  — 
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Counties  of  Massachusetts  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Bates  from 
Scarlet-fever  (1871-90),  that  of  the  State  being  taken  as  100,  the 
Density  of  Population  being  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Person. 


COUNTIES. 


Density 
of  Population. 

Acret  to 

Each  Person 

(CensDsofl880). 


Nantucket, 
Dukes,      . 
Barnstable, 
Franklin,  . 
Plymouth, 
Hampshire, 
Essex, 
Berkshire, 
Norfolk,   . 

THE  STATE, 

Middlesex, 
Hampden, 
Worcester, 
Bristol,     . 
SufiFolk,    . 


11.2 
18.4 
7.6 
11.8 
6.9 
7.7 
1.3 
8.9 
3.3 

2.9 

1.7 
8.9 
4.4 

2.6 
.07 


MoBTALirr  Ravk  frox  Scarlkt- 

riiVKR,    THAT    or    THK    »TATB  *>  100. 


MorUlity  Rank, 
ToUl  Population. 


Mortality  Rank, 
Children  under  10. 


16 
31 
46 
48 
86 
77 
87 
88 
92 

100 

103 
104 
108 
109 
121 


20 
60 
63 
60 
76 
86 
92 
71 
96 

100 

101 

101-f 

103 

104 

120 


Pursuing  this  line  of  inquiry  still  further,  the  following  table 
presents  the  counties  in  three  groups,  arranged  with  reference 
to  their  density  :  — 


COCMTIKS  ARHAXOBD  ACCORDIKO  TO  THRII 

Dkmsitt  or  Population. 

Counties. 

Acres  to 
Each  Person. 

Mortality  Rank 

flrom 

Scarlet-fever, 

the  SUte  =100. 

I.    County  in  which  there  is  less  than 
one  acre  to  each  person  living, 

Suffolk,       • 

.07 

121 

II.    Counties  having  more  than  one  acre 
but  less  than  four  acres  to  each  person. 

Essex 

Middlesex,  . 

1.8 
1.7 

• 
• 

CI 

87' 
103 

• 

s 

Bristol, 

2.5 

109 

0 

Norfolk,      . 

3.3 

> 

92 

III.    Counties  having   more  than   four 
acres  to  each  person  living,    . 

Hampden,    . 
Worcester,  . 

8.9J 
4.4^ 

< 

104  J 
108^ 

^ 

Plymouth,   . 

6.9 

• 
• 

66 

Hampshire, 

7.7 

<o 

77 

9 

Berkshire,   . 

8.9 

s 

> 

88 

\? 

Barnstable,     Dukes 
and  Nantucket, 

0.0 

41 

1 

Franklin,     . 

11. 8J 

48j 

THE  STATE 

2.9 

100 
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The  mortality  from  scarlet-fever  therefore  was  as  follows  :  — 

In  dense  districts, l,nf)0 

In  medium  districts, S18 

In  sparse  districts, 587 

The  exceptional  instances  are  the  following:  Bristol,  in 
which  the  high  mortality  rate  from  this  cause  appears  to  he  duo 
to  the  eflect  of  a  large  number  of  deaths  in  its  principal  city,  — 
Fall  River.  This  is,  however,  partially  balanced  by  a  low 
death  rate  from  the  same  cause  in  Taunton  and  New  Bedford. 
Middlesex,  several  of  whose  large  cities  are  contiguous  to  the 
metropolitan  district  of  Suttblk  County,  has  a  higher  rank  than 
the  average.  Hampden  suffers  in  conse(|ucnce  of  the  high 
position  of  Ilolyoke  and  Springfield  in  the  scale,  which  had 
three-fifths  of  all  the  deaths  from  scarlet-fever  in  the  ci»unty. 
AVorcester  County  maintains  a  high  ratio,  as  compared  with  tlie 
average  of  its  group.  While  Barnstable,  Dukes  and  Nantucket 
have  low  positions,  which  are  in  direct  ratio  to  their  inaccessi- 
bility and  distance  from  large  centres  of  population,  Franklin 
County,  which  also  has  a  low  position,  is  sparsely  settled,  and 
has  but  four  towns  whose  i>opulation  is  more  than  2,000  in  each. 

Reference  to  the  map  shows  very  plainly  certain  regions 
which  appear  to  have  had  a  high  mortality  rate  from  scarlet- 
fever.  These  are  the  metropolitan  district  of  Suffolk  County 
and  its  immediate  neighborhood  in  Middlesex  County,  the 
southern  central  portion  of  Worcester  County,  the  region  at 
the  junction  of  Worcester,  Middlesex  and  Norfolk  counties, 
the  central   portion   of  Hampden   County  and  the   noith-east 

part  of  Essex. 

Classification  hy  Towns, 

The  list  of  towns  is  prepared  upon  the  same  plan  with  those 
for  the  other  diseases. 

The  towns  are  divided  into  five  classes,  in  accordance  with 
their  ratios  of  mortality  from  scarlet-fever,  those  having  the 
least  mortality  being  placed  at  the  top  of  the  list. 

The  following  fifteen  towns  had  no  deaths  from  scarlet-fever 
during  the  twenty  years.  (See  Map  No.  2.)  An  examination  of 
the  characteristics  of  these  towns  may  afford  light  upon  the  causes 
of  their  exemption.  The  towns  were  Alford,  Egremont,  Tyring- 
ham,  Mt.  Washington,  Plainfield,  Monroe,  Greenwich,  Phillips- 
ton,  Paxtoni  Northborough,  Dunstable,  Tyngsl>orough,  Gos- 
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nold,  Edgartown  and  Gay  Head.  The  entire  population  of 
these  fifteen  towns  in  1880  was  but  8,815,  and  in  1890  it  was 
less.  Only  two  of  them  had  over  1 ,000  inhabitants.  Eleven  of 
the  number  were  not  upon  any  railway  lines.  In  all  of  them 
the  ratio  of  children  under  ten  years  of  age  (tlie  susceptible  age 
for  scarlet-fever)  was  small,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  State. 

Alford,  Egremont  and  Mt.  Washington  are  small  contiguous 
towns  upon  the  south-west  border  of  the  State.  Plainfield  is 
in  the  centre  of  a, sparsely  settled  region,  surrounded  by  small 
towns,  all  of  which  had  very  low  ratios  of  mortality  from  this 
cause.  Dunstable  and  Tyngsborough  are  two  small  contiguous 
towns  in  northern  Middlesex  County. 

In  the  foreffoino:  tables  of  counties  the  death  rates  have  been 
calculated  both  for  the  total  population  and  for  the  children 
under  ten  years.  In  the  list  of  cities  and  towns  the  deatli  rates 
are  calculated  only  upon  the  total  population. 

It  is  probable  that  the  susceptible  portion  of  the  population 
in  such  towns  (the  children)  has  less  communication  with  the 
people  of  neighboring  towns  than  the  adult  population,  and  also 
less  than  those  of  larger  towns  in  which  facilities  of  intercom- 
munication are  greater. 

Gay  Head,  Edgartown  and  Gosnold  were  the  three  most 
remote  and  inaccessible  towns  of  Dukes  County. 

The  towns  having  populations  of  more  than  4,000  each  which 
maintained  a  low  mortality  rate  from  scarlet-fever  for  the 
twenty  years  were  Easton,  Orange,  Provincetowu,  Revere, 
Barnstable,  Amherst,  Bridgewater,  Middleborough,  Canton, 
Melrose,  Concord,  Palmer  and  Warren. 

There  are  no  cities  in  that  portion  of  the  list  containing 
places  having  a  mortality  rate  which  was  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  below  that  of  the  State. 

The  city  having  the  lowest  mortality  rate  from  this  cause 
during  the  period  was  Taunton,  which  had  a  rank  of  53,  as 
compared  with  the  State  (100).  The  cities  having  the  next 
higher  ratios  were  Brockton,  55;  Maiden,  65;  Northampton, 
68;  Waltham,  70;  New  Bedford,  73;  and  Haverhill,  73. 

The  rank  of  Lowell,  which  had  a  comparatively  high 
mortality  rate  for  some  of  the  other  infectious  diseases,  was 
but  81  m  its  morUilitv  for  scarlet-fever. 

At  the  other  extreme  were  Arlington,  with  a  rank  of  282 ; 


794 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.t)oc. 


Dudley,  239;  North  Brookfield,  224;  Webster,  216;  Ware, 
214;  Maynard,  207;  Fall  River,  185;  Lee,  183;  New  Brain- 
tree,  180 ;  Acton,  1G2 ;  Lanesborough,  161 ;  Belmont,  158 ; 
Norfolk,  157  ;  and  Boylston,  157. 

Fall  River  is  the  only  city  having  an  excessively  high  death 
rate  from  this  cause,  the  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet-fever 
during  the  period  in  question  being  765.  Dudley,  West 
Brookfield,  AVebster,  Ware  and  Lee  are  manufacturing  towns, 
all  having  high  death  rates  from  this  cause.   • 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  this  list  of  towns  having  ex- 
tremely high  ratios  Dudley  and  Webster  are  contiguous,  and 
Southbridge,  which  also  had  a  comparatively  high  rank  (Hi)), 
joins  one  of  them.  Belmont  and  Arlington  also  join,  and  are 
in  close  proximity  to  the  metropolitan  county  of  Suffolk. 
Acton  and  Maynard  are  also  contiguous,  and  so  also  are  Ware» 
North  Brookfield  and  New  Braintree.  Wobum,  with  a  com- 
paratively high  rank,  joins  Arlington,  and  Clinton  (149)  and 
Boylston  (157)  are  contiguous. 

The  cities  having  comparatively  high  positions  in  the  mor- 
tality list  from  scarlet-fever  were  (after  Fall  River,  already 
mentioned)  :  Woburn,  149  ;  Marlborough,  133  ;  Somerville, 
131 ;  Boston,  128  ;  Holyoke,  121 ;  Cambridge,  117  ;  Pittsfield, 
116;  Newburj'port,  114;  AVorcester,  111;  Springfield,  110; 
Chelsea,  110;  and  Lawrence,  110. 

In  the  87  densely  settled  towns  (see  page  763)  the  mortality 
from  scarlet- fever  had  an  annual  mtio  of  4.31  per  10,000;  in 
the  259  sparsely  settled  towns  the  mortality  was  2.80  per 
10,000;  or,  in  other  words,  the  mortality  was  as  1,000  in  the 
former  to  650  in  the  latter. 


Cities  and  Towns  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death  Rates  from  Scarlet' 

fever,  the  State  being  taken  as  100, 

Towns  in  which  there  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet-fever  during  the  twenty  years :  Alford, 
Egr«>mout,  Tyringham,  If ount  Washington,  Plalnfleld,  Monroe,  Greenwich,  Phillipston,  Paxton, 
Northborough,  Dunstable,  Tyngsborough,  Oosnold,  Edgartown  and  Gay  Head. 

C'itles  and  towns  In  which  the  mortality  from  scarlet  fever  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
below  the  average :  — 


Number     Mortality 
of  Deaths.      Rank. 

I 


New  Marlborongh, 
Hanson,     . 
Harvard,  . 


1 
1 
1 


6 

9 

10 


Namber 
of  Deaths. 


Mofftalltjr 
Rank. 


Richmond, 
Ashfleld, . 
Stow, 


1 
1 
1 


11 
11 
U 
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Cities  and  Toums  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death  Sates  from  Scarlet- 
fever,  the  State  being  taken  as  100  —  Continued. 


Number 

Mortality 

Number 

Mortality 

of  Deaths. 

Kank. 

of  Deaths. 

Bank. 

Wales,      .        .        .        . 

1 

12     ! 

Leverett, 

2 

88 

BernardatOD,    . 

1 

13 

Hardwick, 

6 

83 

Marshfield, 

2 

14 

Sandisfleld,     . 

3 

88 

CummingtOD,  . 

1 

14 

Duxbury, 

6 

33 

Boxford,  . 

•         1 

15 

Lunenburg,    . 

8 

33 

North  aeld. 

2 

15 

Revere,    . 

8 

84 

Nantucket, 

1 

10 

Westford, 

6 

84 

Otis,  . 

1 

16 

Barnstable,     . 

12 

84 

Granby,    . 

1 

16 

Bnfleld,   . 

8 

84 

Gill,  . 

1 

17 

Carver,    . 

8 

85 

Warwick, 

1 

17  . 

Matupoisett,  . 

86 

Lynnfield, 

1 

18 

Lakeville. 

H  ' 

86 

PlymptOD, 

1 

18 

Essex,     . 

86 

Ashbaraham, 

8 

18 

Amherst, 

18 

37 

EastOD, 

0 

19 

Goshen,  . 

87 

Pelham,     . 

1 

20 

Bridgewater,  . 

11 

87 

Falmouth, 

4 

90 

Box  borough,  . 

38 

Hampden, 

1 

21 

Orleans,  . 

88 

Petersham, 

2 

22 

Marion,  . 

88 

Bhutesbary, 

1 

23 

Tewksbury,    . 

80 

Orange, 

0 

23 

Ayer, 

80 

Rochester, 

2 

23 

Hamilton, 

89 

Sturbrldge, 

4 

24 

Yarmouth, 

89 

Ludlow,    . 

3 

24 

Groton,  . 

89 

Leyden,     . 

1 

24 

Montgomery, . 

40 

Rowe, 

1 

24 

Holland, . 

40 

Wellesley, 

8 

24 

• 

Norwell, . 

40 

Chilmark, 

1 

25 

Bolton,    . 

40 

Provincetown, 

0 

25 

Rowley,  . 

40 

Hull, . 

1 

25 

Brimfleld, 

40 

Sherborn, . 

8 

26 

North  Reading,      . 

8 

40 

Wilmington, 

2 

26 

Hawley,  . 

2 

41 

Wendell,  . 

1 

26 

Sudbury, 

4 

41 

Bradford, . 

0 

26 

Berkley, . 

3 

42 

Prescott,   . 

1 

26 

Oakham, . 

8 

42 

Lincoln,    . 

2 

27 

Mansfield, 

10 

48 

Chatham,  . 

5 

27 

Raynham, 

43 

Cottage  City,    . 

1 

27 

Groveland, 

44 

Wenham, . 

2 

27 

West  Bridge  water, 

44 

Norton,     . 

4 

28 

Hadley,   . 

44 

Winthrop, 

3 

29 

MIddleborough,     . 

19 

44 

Manchester, 

4 

30 

Princeton, 

44 

Reading,   . 

8 

30 

Mendon, . 

44 

Billerica,  . 

5 

SO 

Shelbume,      .       • 

45 

Townsend, 

5 

31 

Florida,  . 

46 

Sunderland, 

2 

32 

Wellfleet, 

46 

Becket,     . 

8 

32 

Canton,   . 

17 

46 

W^iUiamsburg, . 

6 

33 

Freetown, 

5 

46 
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Ciliea  and  Towns  arranged  in  the  Order  oj  Iheir  Death  Bates  from  Scarlet- 
fever,  the  State  being  taken  as  100— Continued. 


OldMand 

lOWD 

■  In 

•rUch  U» 

Diorulltr  tram  KiTlal.faTtr  w»i  below  Uw  tftngt  but 

not  Ilhj  pw  crnk  Mow  U;- 

B«"J 

, 

„ 

■         23 

te 

Hoyiltao, 

A 

tl 

Blandlord,      .        . 

6 

ea 

BnrlliiitaD, 

1 

tl 

ULDgfallD.           .          . 

Bi 

11 

il 

1           '^ 

M 

» 

WrcDUiim.     . 

Bedfurd.  . 

4 

M 

Tl.burr, . 

e 

01 

Wllllini>taWD, 

It 

£3 

2a 

M 

Dnilitin.  . 

WlOClWDdoi...           . 

1         20 

TlUNTOH. 

M 

(S 

ShkroD.    .        .       . 

a 

Bo 

l-nabodj. 

«a 

W.«hMi, 

IB 

t& 

UlJtOD,     .         .         . 

i" 

OT 

Bbocktoh, 

52 

Airbby,    . 

Budwlch, 

07 

OrHnHelil, 

19 

» 

nnlnlns. 

a 

87 

Dover.       . 

ErrlDit,      . 

4 

M 

Wh.lHlj, 

a 

m 

Bottpon. 

IB 

AB 

niebiDo. . 

10 

w 

WHndwr,  . 

3 

W.lpol^.         .       . 

OS 

Nr>RTlUHPTDK,        . 

N 

Uubb^rdiloD, 

Ch«ler,     . 

u 

e«ugu 

I« 

TO 

Hathuvn,  . 

Kulbim,         .       . 

\ViM\ioii. 

14 

BS 

I'lbrtdHC, 

IS 

TO 

UonUxae. 

33 

w 

Dennl*,   . 

>-tv  Aihfard, 

1 

M 

WilTHiK.        . 

1           T* 

TO 

AUkborauih. 

BO 

M«lfl.UI.            .           . 

r.ru. 

3 

BO 

Norwood,        .       . 

IS 

T2 

Adimt,     . 

WbllniiD, 

1           1" 

Tl 

31 

Bl 

Shltlry,  . 

H 

73 

LIIIIOWB,  . 

N'lW  BtDrOBD,      . 

i;» 

ColnJn.     . 

^ 

^ 

> 

K 

Topi(i.ld.        .       . 

' 

78 
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Citiei  and  Towns  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death  Bates  from  Scarlet- 
fever,  the  State  being  taken  as  100 — Continued. 


Number 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality 
Kank. 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality 
Rank. 

Haverhlt.t 

115 

73 

Westhampton, 

4 

87 

Auburn,    . 

8 

74 

North  Andover, 

23 

87 

Wllbraham, 

10 

75 

Heath,     . 

4 

87 

Nahant,     . 

5 

75 

Georgetown,  . 

16 

87 

Hancock,  . 

4 

76 

Ashland, 

17 

87 

Pitch  BUBO,     . 

i     « 

76 

Athol,      . 

83 

87 

Gloucesteb,  . 

123 

77 

Berlin,     . 

7 

87 

Dal  ton, 

13 

77 

Lexington, 

19 

88 

Stonebam, 

31 

77 

Kingston, 

11 

88 

Peppercll, 

15 

n 

Gardner, 

40 

88 

Pembroke, 

9 

78 

Charlton, 

14 

90 

Holdeu,     . 

16 

78 

Halifax,  . 

4 

90 

Wakefield, 

'      ** 

36 

78 

Longmeadow, 

12 

91 

Lancaster, 

18 

79 

Foxborough,  . 

22 

91 

Everett,     . 

35 

79 

Ipswich,  . 

28 

92 

Framingham, 

44 

79 

8toughton, 

87 

92 

Lynn, 

262 

79 

Salem,    . 

308 

9S 

QUINCT,     . 

78 

79 

Westbo  rough, 

40 

93 

Chicopbk, 

74 

80 

Newbury, 

12 

93 

Fairbaven, 

10 

80 

North  Adams, 

65 

94 

Natick.      . 

56 

80 

West  Brookfield,   . 

15 

95 

• 

Swanzey, . 

0 

81 

Weymouth,    . 

83 

96 

MonBon,    . 

25 

81 

Hanover, 

15 

96 

Southampton, 

7 

81 

Plymouth, 

57 

98 

Lowell,  . 

385 

81 

Douglas, . 

18 

98 

Block  bridge, 

16 

83 

Leominster,    . 

44 

98 

Newton,  . 

122 

83 

Salisbury, 

33 

98 

Med  ford,   . 

55 

84 

Sonthwick,     . 

9 

99 

Clarksburg, 

5 

84 

Sheffield, 

18 

99 

Upton, 

14 

84 

South  Hadley, 

29 

99 

Grafton,    . 
Marblehead, 

28 
52 

85 
85 

THE  STATE, 

14,639 

100 

Middleton, 

7 

85 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  scarlet-fever  was  above  the  avenge  but  not 
fifty  per  cent,  above  it :  — 


Somerset 

17 

103 

1 
Oxford,    .        .       .        . 

23 

107 

Danvers,   . 

56 

103 

j  Tolland.  • 

4 

108 

Russell,     . 

7 

104 

Beverly,  . 

75 

108 

Rockland, 

34 

105 

1  Southborough, 

19 

108 

Buckland, 

15 

105 

;  Needham, 

34 

109 

Mashpee,  . 

3 

106 

Abington, 

83 

109 

Way  land, . 

17 

106 

1  Winchester,    . 

34 

109 

Lenox, 

19 

106 

'  Lawrence,    . 

336 

110 

Brewster, . 

10 

107 

'  Chelsea, 

207 

110 

Hinsdale,  . 

.        .  ,          14 

107 

<  Sutton,    . 

28 

110 

Swampscott, 

22 

107 

'  West  Boylston,      . 

27 

110 
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Cfities  and  Towm  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death  Bates  from  Scarlet- 
'fever,  the  State  being  taken  as  100 —  Concluded. 


BPBlKOriELD, 

W0BCB8TEB, 
Amesbury, 
Weit  Springfield, 
Baodolph, 
Brookfield, 
Hyde  Park, 

KXWBURTPOBT, 

Franklin,  . 
Agawam,  . 

PiTTSriXLD, 

Cambridob, 
HollUton, . 
Huntington, 
Bouthbridge, 
Brookline, 
Medway,  . 
Hudson,    . 

HOLTOKX, 

Barre, 
Milford.     . 
Draout, 


Number 
of  Deaths. 


Mortality 
Hank. 


812 

548 

47 

38 

87 

26 

73 

127 

88 

21 

130 

610 

30 

12 

63 

84 

39 

37 

223 

24 

93 

16 


110 
111 
111 
112 
112 
112 
113 
114 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
118 
119 
120 
120 
ISO 
121 
121 
122 
122 


I   Ilopkinton,     . 

Boston, . 
I  Cohaaaet, 
'  Sterling,  . 
,  60MERVILLE, . 
I   Middlcfleld,     . 
I  Dana, 

Marlborough, 

Shrewabary,  . 

Scituate, . 

Spencer,  . 

Seekonk, . 

West  Newbury, 
i'   MiUbury, 

Watertown,    . 

Weatfleld, 

Northbridge,  . 

Leicester, 

WOBUBS, 

I  Clinton,  . 
Rutland, 


Number     Mortality 
of  Deaths.      Bank. 


47 

3,767 

23 

15 

282 
7 
8 

113 
17 
28 
85 
14 
23 
66 
67 

100 
49 
U 

188 
97 
13 


125 
128 
12s 
129 
131 
132 
182 
133 
138 
138 
139 
139 
141 
144 
145 
147 
147 
149 
149 
149 
150 


Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  scarlet-fever  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
above  the  average:  — 


Boylston 

1 

11 

167 

1 

Fall  Kiveb,  . 

765 

,<.. 

Korfolk 

12 

157 

1   Maynard, 

39 

207 

Belmont,  .... 

21 

l.'>8 

'  Ware,      . 

93 

214 

Lanesborough, 

17 

161 

'  Webster, 

101 

216 

Acton 

24 

162 

1  North  Brookfleld,  . 

82 

224 

Kew  Bralntree, 

9 

180 

Dudley,    . 

55 

289 

Lee. 

69 

183 

'  Arlington, 

95 

292 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

The  term  diphtheria  does  not  appear  in  the  registration 
reports  of  the  State  until  1858,  a  fact  which  has  but  little 
bearing  upon  the  question  of  its  prevalence  at  an  earlier  period. 

From  1858  the  annual  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  these 
causes  rapidly  increased  until  1863,  when  1,420  deaths  from 
diphtheria  and  croup  were  reported,  and  1,231  in  1864.  There 
was  then  a  rapid  decline  till  1867,  when  there  were  but  251  deaths 
registered  from  diphtheria  and  croup,  and  the  annual  number 
continued  at  quite  a  uniform  ratei  of  about  275  deaths  for  the 
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next  seven  years,  when  it  rose  again  to  2,610  in  1876  and 
2,734  in  1877. 

The  diphtheria  death  rate  does  not  coincide  with  the  general 
death  rate,  except  in  the  period  1862  to  1867 ;  but  in  1872, 
when  the  general  mortality  rate  was  at  its  highest  point,  and 
infectious  diseases  were  generally  very  prevalent,  the  diph- 
theria death  rate  was  far  below  the  mean,  and  in  1876  and 
1877,  when  the  general  death  rate  was  quite  near  the  mean, 
the  diphtheria  death  rate  was  at  its  highest  point. 

In  this  paper  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  data  given 
include  fatal  croup^  since  it  is  generally  conceded  by  the 
physicians  of  Massachusetts  that  fatal  croup,  so  far  as  the 
registration  returns  are  concerned,  cannot  well  be  separated 
from  diphtheria. 

The  number  of  registered  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup 
in  Massachusetts  during  the  twenty  years  (1871-90)  was 
36,553,  or  5.1  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes  for 
the  same  period.  It  was  also  equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality 
rate  of  10  per  10,000  of  the  living  population. 

The  annual  mortality  attributed  to  diphtheria  and  croup  for  each 
year  of  the  period  was  as  follows,  per  10,000  of  the  population  :  — 


YEAR. 

MortaUty  Rate. 

YEAR. 

MortaUty  Rate. 

1871, 

1872 

1873 

1874.  

1876 

1876 

1877.  

1878 

1879 

1880 

6.0 

4.9 

4.7 

6.6 

11.4 

19.9 

19.1 

16.0 

13.4 

13.6 

1881 

1882 

1888 

1884 

1885,  ..... 

1886.          

1887 

1888. 

1889 

1890.          

Average,  ten  yeara  (1881-90). 

12.6 
9.5 
8.6 
8.6 
7.8 
7.9 
8.1 
9.0 

10.2 
7.3 

Average,  ten  years  (1871-80), 

11.4 

1 

8.9 

Average,  twenty  years  (1871-90) , 


10.01. 


Distribution  by  Counties. 

In  the  following  table  are  presented  the  number  of  deaths 
from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  each  county  for  the  twenty-year 
period  (1871-90), 'with  the  mortality  rate  per  10,000  of  the 
population  in  each  :  — 
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COUNTIES. 


Deaths  fh>m 
Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 


Death  Bate  In      I      Death  Rate  in 
Each,  per  10.000 of  j  Eacli.  per  10,000  of 
the  Population.      Children  under  10. 


Bamatable, 

Berkshire, 

Bristol,     . 

Dakes, 

Eiaex,       .       . 

Franklin,  . 

Hampden, 

Hampshire, 

Middlesex, 

Nantucket, 

Norfolk,    . 

Plymoath, 

Bafifolk,     . 

Worcester, 

THE   STATE, 


5.6 

32.2 

11.2 

52.8 

9.1 

45.6 

1.6 

11.6 

10.7 

57.0 

«.l 

31.5 

11.7 

57.2 

8.0 

42.8 

10.1 

51.0 

15.1 

114.0 

8.6 

44.4 

7.6 

42.4 

13.0 

70.5 

8.4 

40.3 

10.01 


St.l 


By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  highest  ratios  were  in 
Nantucket,  Suffolk,  Hampden  and  Berkshire,  and  the  lowest  in 
Dukes,  Barnstable,  Franklin  and  Plymouth. 

In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  according 
to  their  mortality  rates  from  diphtheria  and  croup,  the  density 
in  acres  per  person  being  also  given  :  — 

Counties  arranged  according  to  their  Mortality  Rates  from  Diphtheria  and 
Croup  (1871-90) ,  that  of  the  State  being  taken  as  100,  with  the 
Density  expressed  in  Acres  per  Inhabitant. 


COUNTIES. 


Denxliy 

of  Population, 

Acres  per 

Inhabitant. 

18S0. 


Mortality  Rank 
for  Diphtheria 

and  Croap, 
the  State  --■  100. 


MorUIlty  Rank 
as  compared  with 
Children  onder 
10  Years. 


Dakes, I 

BamMtable, ' 

Fraoklln I 

Plymouth \ 

Hampshiro i 

WorceBter, , 

Norfolk I 

Bri»iol, I 

Middlesex,        ...... 

THE   STATE ' 

Essex, I 

B«rkshiro, I 

Hampden, ; 

Suffolk > 

Nantucket 


1S.4 
7.5 

11.8 
5.9 
i  .i 
4.4 
3.3 
2.5 
1.7 

t.9 

1.3 

8.9 

3.0 

.07 

11.2 


15 
54 
59 
73 
78 
82 
84 
89 
99 

100 

104 
109 
114 
127 
147 


22 
62 
61 
81 
82 
77 
85 
87 
98 

100 

109 
101 
110 
135 
219 
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In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  in  three 
groups,  according  to  their  density  of  population  :  — 


COUKTIK*  GBOrrBD  ACCOBDIKO  TO  TBBIB 
DBN8ITT  OF  POPCLATIOX. 


COUNTIES. 


Acres  to 
each 

Penon, 
1880. 


MorUUty 
Kank  from 
Diphtheria 
and  Croop. 


I.    CouDty  in  which  there  ia  leas  thao  one 
acre  to  each  peraoD, Suffolk, 


n.    Counties  having  more  than  one  acre  but 
less  than  four  acres  to  each  person,     . 


m.    Counties  having  more  than  four  acres 
to  each  person,        ...... 


j£ssex,  .  . 

Middlesex,  . 
Bristol, 

Norfolk,  . 

Hampden,  . 

Worcester,  . 

Plymouth,   . 

Hampshire, . 

Berkshire,  • 

Barnstable,    Dukes   t 
and  Nantucket,    .   ( 

Franklin, 


.07 

127 

1.31 

• 

1^ 

104^ 

1.7 

e< 

09 

2.5  1 1 

89  • 

8.3 
8.9 

< 

84 
114. 

4.4 
5.9 
7.7 
8.9 

9.0 

11.8 


9 

9 

> 


9 

m 

9 
> 


82 
73 
78 


S 

•k 

109>| 


59 
59 


9 
> 


In  the  densely  settled  district,  having  but  ^J^  of  an  acre  to 
each  person,  the  average  annual  mortality  rate  from  diphtheria 
and  croup  was  13  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

In  the  medium  districts,  in  which  the  average  density  was 
2.1  acres  to  each  person,  the  mortality  rate  was  10.1  per 
10,000. 

In  the  sparsely  settled  districts,  in  which  the  average  den- 
sity was  6.4  acres  to  each  person,  the  mortality  rate  was  8.2 
per  10,000  annually. 

Assuming  the  mortality  of  the  dense  districts  as  1,000,  we 
have  the  following  results  :  — 

Mortality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  de7ise  districts,  ,  1,000 
Mortality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  medium  districts,  .  780 
^lortality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  sparse  districts,       .       634 


While  these  figures  present  a  result  which  differs  from  the 
statistics  of  England  and  Wales,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
they  are  compiled  from  a  population  less  than  one-tenth  as 
large,  and  are,  therefore,  less  tmst worthy  as  sources  from 
which  conclusions  are  to  be  drawn. 
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In  another  point,  however,  the  conclusions  agree  with  those 
of  Dr.  Long.staif,  and  that  is,  that  in  the  second  half  of  the 
period  the  towns  suffered,  relatively,  more  than  in  the  tirst 
half. 

In  18  out  of  the  28  cities  the  mortality  rate  from  diph- 
theria and  croup  had  materially  increased  from  the  first  to  the 
second  half  of  the  period  of  twenty  years  under  consideration, 
and  these  18  included  the  (>  largest  cities  in  the  State. 

The  districts  which  suffered  most  severely,  taking  the  whole 
period  of  twenty  years,  were  the  northern  half  of  Berkshire 
County,  that  portion  of  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  River 
within  the  State  which  lies  in  Hampshire  and  Hampden  coun- 
ties, the  valleys  of  the  Westfield  and  Chicopee  rivers  with  the 
tributary  valleys  of  the  latter,  the  southern  half  of  AVorcester 
County,  the  metropolitan  district  about  Boston,  the  Merrimack 
River  valley,  the  southern  sea-coast  region  of  Essex  County, 
the  eastern  part  of  Norfolk  County,  the  eastern  border  of 
Bristol  County,  the  north-west  corner  of  Plymouth  Countj" 
and  the  town  of  Nantucket. 

Those  regions  which  had  the  greatest  immunity  were  the 
southern  half  of  Berkshire  County,  the  whole  of  Franklin 
County,  the  east  and  west  parts  of  Hampshire  County,  the 
west  part  of  Hampden  County,  the  northern  half  of  AVorcester 
County,  the  north  and  west  part  of  Middlesex,  the  north-east 
sea-coast  district  of  Essex,  the  west  half  of  Norfolk,  the  west- 
ern border  of  Bristol,  nearly  all  of  Plymouth  and  the  whole  of 
Barnstable  and  Dukes  counties. 

In  comi)aring  the  distribution  of  fatal  diphtheria  and  croup 
in  the  State  with  that  of  other  diseases,  certain  other  similar 
inquiries  relating  to  the  other  principal  infectious  diseases  tend 
to  show  that  diphtheria  is  "not  regulated  by  the  same  causes 
as  influence  the  general  mortalitj',"  except  that,  so  far  as  the 
density  of  population  is  concerned,  the  results  of  obserra- 
tions  in  Massachusetts  lead  us  to  an  opposite  conclusion  from 
that  which  is  derived  from  the  statistics  of  England  and 
Wales. 

In  the  coui'se  of  personal  inspections  made  in  many  parts  of 
the  State,  in  city,  town  and  country  districts,  my  observations 
tend  to  support  the  second  paragraph  of  the  following  state- 
ment  found  in  the  reiK)rt  already  quoted,  with  reference  to  the 
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increased  facilities  offered  in  the  country  districts  for  the 
spread  of  diphtheria. 

''  If  we  grant  for  a  moment  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disease 
to  have  its  origin  in  the  country,  it  is  just  possible  that  the 
constantly  increasing  communication  between  town  and  coun- 
try, by  affording  additional  opportunities  of  importing  the 
disease,  might  account  for  its  increased  prevalence  in  towns. 

*'  Although  the  greater  proximity  of  people  in  towns  would, 
at  first  sight,  seem  to  increase  greatly  the  chances  of  infection, 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  individuals  of  a  town  com- 
munity come  so  much  into  personal  contact  as  the  dwellers  in  a 
lonely  hamlet.  There  may  be  but  few  opportunities  for  the 
introduction  of  the  poison  into  an  isolated  village,  but  once 
introduced,  there  are  great  facilities  for  its  spread.  In  a  vil- 
lage every  one  knows  his  neighbors,  whereas  in  a  large  town 
dwellers  in  the  same  street  are  often  complete  strangers  to 
each  other." 

Classification  by  Towns. 

Of  the  20  towns  which  stand  at  the  foot  of  the  list  as  hav- 
ing excessive  mortality  rates  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in 
the  period  under  consideration,  5  are  small,  or  comparatively 
small,  and  contiguous  towns  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
State.     (See  Map  No.  3.) 

These  towns  are  mainly  inhabited  by  a  sparsely  settled  farm- 
ing population,  and  their  average  level  above  the  sea  is  much 
higher  than  that  of  the  State  in  general.  The  lowest  land  in 
this  district  is  at  least  five  hundred  feet  above  the  sea,  and  the 
average  level  of  the  district  is  not  far  from  twelve  hundred  feet 
above  the  sea  level.  The  district  is  very  thickly  wooded  with 
forests  of  oak,  pine,  maple  and  other  woods,  except  in  the 
valleys,  which  have  a  comparatively  small  area  of  cultivated 
meadows  and  low  land.  One  small  river  flows  through  it  in  a 
general  north-westerly  direction,  receiving  many  rapid  moun- 
tain brooks  as  tributaries.  There  is  one  manufacturing  town 
(North  Adams),  a  railroad  centre,  of  15,000  inhabitants. 

Hancock  is  a  town  of  small  population,  remote  from  railway 
communication.  It  forms  a  part  of  the  western  border  of  the 
State,  and  lies  along  the  Taconic  ridge  of  hills.  Its  land  is 
elevated,  the  principal  village  being  1,100  feet  above  the  sea. 
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Adams  is  a  manufacturing  town,  having  several  villages  upon 
the  south  branch  of  the  Hoosac  River,  lying  chietiy  in  a  valley 
between  two  high  mountain  ridges. 

Florida  is  a  hilly  town  of  small  population  (459  in  1880). 
The  Fitchburg  Railroad  passes  under  the  town,  from  its  eastern 
to  its  western  border,  a  distance  of  five  miles,  by  means  of  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  Its  population,  which  was  1,322  by  the  cen- 
sus of  1870,  was  rapidly  diminished  after  the  completion  of  the 
tunnel  to  572  in  1875  and  459  in  1880. 

Freetown  is  a  town  of  small  population  (1,329  in  1880),  in 
Bristol  County,  adjoining  the  manufacturing  city  of  Fall  River. 
The  land  is  low  and  sandy. 

Webster  is  a  manufacturing  town  in  AVorcester  County,  on 
comparatively  low  land. 

Spencer  is  a  manufacturing  town,  with  a  relatively  dense 
population,  situated  upon  a  high  hill  in  Worcester  County. 
The  chief  industry  is  shoe  manufacture. 

Turning  now  to  the  other  extreme,  two  towns  had  no  deaths 
from  diphtheria  during  the  period  under  consideration.  Both 
of  these  are  smnll  towns.  Their  chief  characteristic  is  iJiacces- 
sibiliti/.  Neither  of  them  is  upon  or  near  a  railwaj"  line,  and 
public  travel  through  them  is  very  limited.  Cummington  is  in 
the  western  part  of  Hampshire  County,  and  remote  from  com- 
munication with  other  towns.  Chilmark  is  a  remote  town  upon 
the  island  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  at  a  distance  from  the  points 
of  summer  resort. 

All  of  the  20  towns  having  very  low  diphtheria  death  rates 
are  towns  of  small  population,  sparsely  inhabited,  with  no 
dense  villages  or  manufacturing  districts.  Chilmark,  Tisbury 
and  Edgartown  are  contiguous  towns,  ufmn  the  island  of 
Martha's  Vineyard.  Lincoln,  Littleton,  Bolton,  Harvard,  Ber- 
lin and  Tyngsborough  are  farming  towns,  partly  contiguous,  in 
north-western  Middlesex  and  north-eastern  Worcester  counties. 
Plainfield,  Worthington,  Goshen  and  Cummington  are  also 
small  agricultural  towns  in  western  Hampshire  County. 

The  avenige  annual  death  rate  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in 
the  87  densely  settled  towns  and  cities  was  10.92  per  10,000 
of  the  population,  while  that  of  the  259  rural  or  sparsely  settled 
towns  was  6.54  per  10,000  for  the  same  period. 

The  relation  of  certain  niilway  lines  to  the  diphtheria  death 
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rate  is  worthy  of  note.  There  were,  during  the  period  in 
question,  about  two  thousand  miles  of  railway  in  operation  in 
the  State.  Many  of  the  towns  of  small  size  are  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  these  railways,  or  are  of  so  little  importance 
that  very  few  stations  are  located  in  such  towns. 

The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  the  principal  line  from  the 
seaport  of  Boston  through  the  State  to  the  West,  carries 
a  very  large  number  of  passengers  each  year,  and  has  one 
or  more  stations  in  nearly  every  town  through  which  it  passes. 
The  greater  number  of  cities  and  towns  through  which  this 
railway  passes,  in  its  course  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  had 
comparatively  high  diphtheria  death  rates.  Those  upon  the 
line  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  another  line  of  similar  length, 
but  having  much  less  traffic,  had  lower  diphtheria  death  rates ; 
while  those  upon  the  Massachusetts  Central,  a  line  of  about  one 
hundred  miles  in  length,  also  running  east  and  west,  but  of 
comparatively  recent  construction,  had,  in  general,  still  lower 
death  rates  from  the  same  cause. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that,  out  of  the  28  cities,  18,  in- 
cluding all  the  most  populous  except  Fall  River,  had  a  death 
rate  from  diphtheria  and  croup  higher  than  the  average  of  the 
State,  and  of  these  17  were  in  the  group  having  from  0  to 
50  per  cent,  higher  rates  than  the  average  of  the  State. 
The  remaining  city,  Holyoke,  which  had  a  diphtheria  death 
rate  of  15.38  per  10,000  per  year  for  the  period,  is  a 
thriving  city  of  rapid  growth  (population,  1850,  3,245  ;  1890, 
35,528),  the  principal  industry  of  which  is  the  manufacture  of 
paper.  It  has  a  population  in  which  the  Canadian  French  form 
a  very  considerable  fraction. 

The  metropolitan  district,  comprised  in  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  contiguous  cities  and  towns  of  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Maiden,  Chelsea,  Everett,  Quincy,  Lynn  and  Brookline,  con- 
stituting a  comparatively  densely  populated  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing district,  had  a  mortality  rate  from  diphtheria  and 
croup  which  was  quite  uniform  and  considerably  above  the 
average  of  the  State,  being  very  nearly  12.5  per  10,000 
annually,  the  exception  being  Brookline,  with  a  mortality  rate 
from  these  causes  of  8.9  per  10,000.  That  of  Newton,  a 
little  further  out,  was  7.2;  and  that  of  Woburn,  10  miles, 
was  6.1. 
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The  following  list  presents  the  comparative  position  of  the 
cities,  with  reference  to  their  mortality  from  diphtheria  and 
croup,  the  State  being  taken  as  100 :  — 


Woburn,  . 

• 

.      66 

Chelsea,    . 

.     108 

Fitchburg, 

1 

1 

.      70 

Chicopee, . 

.    108 

Marlborough, 

• 

72 

Springfield, 

.     112 

Newton,    . 

1        1 

1        < 

73 

Somerville, 

.     118 

Newburyport,  , 

f        1 

76 

Pittsfield, . 

.     114 

Fall  River, 

• 

88 

Salem, 

.     115 

Northampton,  . 

B 

90 

Cambridge, 

.    116 

Waltham, . 

• 

92 

Lowell,     , 

.     126 

Taunton,  . 

1 

96 

Boston, 

.     131 

Worcester, 

1 

96 

Haverhill, 

.     131 

Maiden,     . 

1 

.     102 

Brockton, . 

132 

New  Bedford,  . 

»                           1 

.    103 

Quincy,     . 

.     132 

Gloucester, 

1                           1 

.    107 

Lawrence, 

136 

Lynn, 

• 

107 

Holyoke,   . 

161 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

TowDi  Id  which  there  were  no  deatht  from  diphtherU  and   cronp  dnrlng  the  period 
1871-90:  CammiogtOD  and  Chilmark. 

Cities  and  towoa  in  which  the  mortality  from  diphtheria  and  croap  was  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  below  the  average  of  the  State :  — 


Xiimber 
of  Ueathfl 

(h>m 

Diphtheria 

and 

Cn»up. 

•  Mortality 
Kank, 
theSute 
-100. 

• 

Number 
of  l>oaths 

fh>m 

Diphtheria 

and 

Croup. 

.  MorUUty 

Bank, 

the  HUte 

-100. 

1 

1 

Lincoln,     .        .        .       .  '           1 

5 

Sunderland,    . 

8 

19 

IlampdeD, 

!        1 

8 

Wreutham,     . 

10 

20 

Tishury,   . 

3 

10 

I  Bheflleld, 

9 

20 

LittlctOD,   . 

2 

10 

1  Warwick, 

8 

20 

Berlin, 

3 

10 

1  Aehby,    . 

4 

21 

Plainfleld, 

1 

11 

Duoetable, 

2 

21 

Bolton, 

3 

11 

Middlefleld,     . 

8 

22 

Wenhum, . 

2 

11 

Mt.  Washington, 

1 

24 

New  Salem, 

2 

11 

1  NewAshford, 

1 

34 

Ilarrard,  . 

3 

12 

New  Braintree, 

3 

34 

Worthlngton,   , 

2 

13 

Troviocetown, 

22 

25 

Charlton,  . 

6 

18      , 

Otis, 

4 

35 

Dana, 

2 

13 

Topsfield, 

8 

25 

Norton,     . 

5 

14 

Bemardaton,  . 

6 

28 

Ooeheo,     . 

1 

16 

Barre, 

18 

26 

Tyngsboroagh, 

2 

15 

Barnstable,     .       • 

23 

28 

Edgartown, 

6 

18 

GUI,         .        .       . 

4 

28 

Southwick, 

4 

18 

Lanenbarg,    . 

8 

36 

HaUfaz,    . 

2 

18 

Acton,     . 

10 

37 

Aahfleld,  . 

4 

18 

Kntland, . 

8 

38 

Marahfleld, 

7 

19 

Sherborn, 

8 

38 
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Diphtheria  atid  Croup  —  Continued. 


Number 

of  Dtmth*  ;  MortaUty 

from  Hank, 

Diphtheria   the  Ktate 
and       j     -100. 
Croup.    I 


Hubbardaton, 
Eaatham,  . 
Rehoboth, 
Rowley,    . 
Lakevllle, . 
Billerica,  . 
Dover, 
DightoD,   . 
Nahant,     . 
LeoinlDBter, 
Gay  Head, 
Boxborough, 
retereham, 
PhllUpatOD, 
Cheiterfleld, 
Pelhana,    . 
Preacott,    . 
Meddeld,  . 
MattapoiaeU, 
Kingston, . 
Goanold,  . 
Holland,    . 
CotUge  City, 
Westrainater, 
Amherst,  . 
Haw  ley,    . 
Great  Barrlngton, 
Upton, 
Newbury, 
Boylston,  . 
Chelraaford, 
Burlington, 
Blandford, 
Holden,     . 
West  Bridgewater, 
Whately,  . 
Westford, 
Lancaster, 
Auburn,    . 
Sandwich, 
Concord,   . 
Stow, 
Dnzbury, . 
Northborough, 
Pembroke, 
Truro, 
Brewster, . 


8 

4 

11 

7 

6 

12 

4 

11 

5 

34 

1 

2 

7 

4 

6 

4 

3 

9 

0 

10 

1 

2 

3 

11 

29 

4 

32 

14 

11 

6 

18 

5 

7 

18 

12 

d 

16 
15 
10 
27 
30 
8 
17 
13 

n 

8 
9 


28 
28 
28 
28 
29 
29 
SO 
80 
30 
30 
80 
30 
31 
81 
32 
32 
32 
82 
32 
32 
32 
32 
82 
32 
33 
33 
83 
84 
34 
84 
34 
84 
35 
35 
35 
36 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 
37 
88 
88 
38 
38 
38 


Number  : 
of  Deaths    MortaUty 

fh>m  Rank, 

Diphtheria   the  Rute 
and  >=^1U0. 

Croup.    I 


I. 


Leyden,  . 

Stockhrldge, 

Franklin, 

Orange,   . 

Weston,  . 

Winchendoo, 

Marion,    . 

Eases, 

Middleborough, 

Pazton,    . 

Shelbame, 

Wellealey, 

Alford,    . 

Maabpee, 

Lynnrteld, 

Ashbumham, 

Wendell, 

Tolland,  . 

Swanzey, 

Richmond, 

Westport, 

New  MarlboroQgh, 

Lexington, 

Granville, 

Townaend, 

Fox  borough. 

Sterling, . 

Seituate, . 

Norwcll, . 

Southborougb 

Melrose,  . 

Mansfield, 

Ray n ham, 

Chester,  . 

Rochester, 

Deerfield, 

Norfolk,  . 

Sturbridge, 

Ipswich,  . 

Athol,      . 

Hanover, 

Wellfleet, 

Clinton,   . 

Hudson,  . 

Sudbury, 

Shirley,  . 


4 

38 

19 

39 

33 

40 

26 

40 

12 

40 

31 

41 

8 

« 

14 

41 

44 

41 

5 

41 

14 

42 

13 

42 

3 

42 

3 

42 

6 

48 

18 

43 

4 

43 

4 

43 

12 

43 

10 

43 

26 

44 

17 

44 

24 

44 

11 

44 

18 

45 

27 

45 

13 

45 

23 

45 

17 

45 

20 

46 

50 

46 

27 

46 

16 

46 

14 

40 

10 

47 

34 

47 

9 

47 

20 

47 

36 

47 

45 

48 

19 

49 

19 

1    49 

80 

1    49 

38 

49 

12 

50 

14 

1    50 
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J  and  Ooap  —  Co  Dtinued. 

rtalltr  from  dIphlberU  Biiil  eronp  < 


CroBp. 

thE  HUH 

1  ;s. 

Ball 

1             t 

61 

Or«nlleld.      .       .        .  ,           M 

ar 

Uti-waj,  . 

\          *' 

1           " 

Cbalhui,  . 

1           ^ 

Si 

Dncut.    . 

n 

sr 

B«lle^     . 

W 

Bedford.  . 

10 

S2 

WlBdior. 

0 

as 

L«Te»n.  . 

1           ST 

W.->1  Bloclib  ridge 

«a 

UedCord.  . 

1           ^' 

u 

llrimfleld.       . 

1        " 

at 

Roralalon. 

1           ^^ 

a 

Ulltbary, 

!       *' 

OB 

1         u 

Rock  land, 

1       a* 

TO 

BrtdprnrsUi, 

i     *' 

u 

Kgrere,    . 

1            41 

TO 

abnii>I.Dry, 

K 

Beitrlj-,  . 

TO 

BrookOtld, 

1     ^ 

U 

W.le4,     .       . 

1          U 

Tl 

IS2 

n 

Erring,      . 

10 

M 

B.l)>hur:r.        . 

1            * 

73 

I'lyidoaUi,       , 

Tl 

U.rd*lck. 

a 

SI 

Umrion,  . 

'          on 

T» 

B.adltHeld. 

" 

Chuihlra. 

Ludlo-.    . 

11 

Wllmlngloo,  . 

1          ** 

TS 

SB 

TJ 

Berkley,    . 

!      " 

10 

SO 

M 

Weymoulh,     . 

3- 

;; 

WuhlngtOD. 

e 

H 

AeiKhDct,       . 

1           " 

TS 

=" 

Ml 

Tl 

W.lpol.,  . 

'           M 

ai 

IMmonl,.       . 

1           =* 

:s 

at 

Kartb  ttsBdlni, 

1           " 

ai 

ai 

70 

HlDHltlC,  - 

1           *• 

«i 

Sbwbl-hypobt. 

1       2n 

140 

Unj-..«rd,         . 

Z 

TT 

AWBgWm, 

1           4T 

« 

N.llcV,    .        . 

W 

Dcdhiirq, 

9» 

TI 

UibrldK... 

10 

1           *" 

M 

EKtemonl.       . 

z 

Tt 

'           11 

n 

W»It»mpuiD, 

9 

Ta 

L.doi,       . 

» 

S9 

Weitneld,       . 

IS* 

w 

Wlnihe4l*r, 

tl 

ti 

to 

90 

H 

Bn»klLne,        . 

ito 

M 

10 

at 

«> 

M 

aa 

Coh««t.        . 

» 

M 

LBlOMUr.  . 

_ 

^ 

M 

BI 

Oiford,   . 
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Diphtheria  and  Craiip  —  Continued. 


NuniI)or 
1  of  l>eatha 

fniin 

Diphtheria 

and 

Croup. 

Mortality  ' 

Bank, 
the  StHie 

=  100. 

1 

Namber 
of  I>«>sthfl 

from 

Diphtheria 

and 

Cn»up. 

Mortality 
Rank, 

the  State 
-=100. 

Wilbraham,      . 

27 

81 

Dudley,  . 

51 

89 

Metbncn,  .        .        .        . 

73 

81 

Milton,    . 

60 

90 

BtoughtOD, 

81 

81 

XORTUAXPTON,       . 

225 

90 

North  Rrook field,    . 

■            74 

81 

Oakham, 

16 

90 

WinUirop, 

21 

81 

Whitman, 

50 

90 

FairhavcD, 

!            4S 

81 

Orleans,  . 

24 

90 

Holbrook, 

.1            34 

82      ' 

Walthax,     . 

241 

02 

Harwich,  .       .       .       . 

55 

82 

Mcrrimac, 

31 

93 

Weatborough,  . 

88 

82 

Hadley,  . 

37 

93 

Illngham 

76 

83 

Carver,    . 

20 

94 

Needham, 

65 

83 

Arlington, 

79 

04 

Tewkabury, 

37 

S3      , 

'  Somerset, 

39 

95 

CaotoD,     . 

77 

83 

Taunton, 

426 

95 

Danvera,   . 

113 

83 

!  Worcester,  . 

1,174 

95 

Mootercy, 

.  '            11 

84 

!  Montague, 

88 

06 

Peru,         .       .       .       . 

>     .                          1 

85 

Heath, 

11 

96 

Rockport, . 

09 

86 

Brain  tree, 

82 

96 

Dennis,     . 

58 

86 

yilfoid,  . 

184 

06 

Wayland, . 

35 

87 

Yarmouth, 

43 

06 

Beokonk,   . 

22 

1 

87    ; 

Framingham, . 

134 

06 

Middleton. 

.  '            18 

88 

i  Gardner, 

110 

07 

Dolton, 

37 

8S 

Went  Brookfield, 

38 

07 

Fall  River,    . 

010 

88 

Groton,    . 

37 

07 

Northfield, 

29 

88 

Ware,      .       . 

106 

07 

West  Xewbury, 

36 

88 

Mendon,  . 

22 

08 

Black  atone, 

•1            «» 

88 

.                   1 

1                                      J 

THE   STATK. 

1 

38,553 

100 

CItloB  and  towns  In 
State  but  not  fifty  \wt  cc 

which  the  m 
Dt.  above  It  : 

lortallty  from  diphtheria  and  ci 

■oup  was  above  t 
39 

hat  of  the 

Groveland, 

46 

101 

Conway, . 

108 

Saugtia,     .        .        .       , 

58 

1 

101 

Cqelmea, 

509 

108 

Watertown,      . 

117 

101 

CUICOPEE, 

251 

108 

Malden,  . 

292 

102 

Palmer,   . 

123 

109 

HollintoD, . 

65 

102 

Sfringfield, 

795 

112 

Savoy, 

15 

102 

Enfield,   . 

24 

112 

Nrw  Bedford, 

62» 

103 

Soxerville,  . 

613 

113 

Pepperell, 

50 

103 

PiTTSFIELD,    , 

320 

114 

Carlisle,    .        .        .        , 

" 

103 

Peaboily, 

208 

115 

Warren,    . 

84 

105 

Salsm,    . 

648 

115 

Plyinpton, 

15 

105 

Hyde  Park,     . 

168 

116 

North  Adama,  . 

183 

105 

Ashland, 

57 

116 

West  Boylston, 

65 

106 

Cambridge,  . 

1,288 

116 

Lanesborougb, 

28 

106      . 

Rowe, 

12 

117 

Oloucestek,  . 

428 

107      , 

Hanson,  . 

32 

110 

Lynx, 

881 

1 

107 

Monson,  . 

92 

119 

South  bridge,     . 

142 

107 

West  Springfield, 

102 

120 

East  Bridgewater,   . 

60 

1 

108 

Monroe,  . 

1 

5 

120 
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Diphtheria  and  Croup — Concluded. 


Nomber 
of  l>eathi 

firom 

Diphtheria 

and 

Croup. 

Moriality 

Kank, 
the  State 

-loo. 

' 

1 

1 

Number 
of  i>eaths 

from 

Diphtheria 

and 

Cn»up. 

Mortality 
Kank. 

the  State 
—100. 

Lee, 

98 

121 

QlTINCT,  .... 

303 

132 

Agawam, . 

56 

123 

Lawrence,    . 

1,036 

135 

Sooth  Hadley, 

90 

124 

Roaaell,   . 

23 

136 

Randolph, 

103 

125 

North  Andover,      . 

90 

136 

LOVKLL,    . 

1,483 

125 

Ilopklnton,     . 

129 

137 

Everett,     . 

142 

129 

Huntington,    . 

8.5 

138 

Montgomery, 

8 

129 

Williamstown. 

109 

143 

Wakefield, 

150 

130 

Easton,    . 

116 

146 

Boston,    . 

9,586 

131 

Marblehead,    . 

225 

147 

Hayerhill,     . 

518 

131 

Nantucket, 

113 

147 

Brockton, 

368 

132 

1 

Cities  and  towni  in  which  the  mortality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  was  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  above  that  of  the  State :  — 


HOLTOKE, 

092 

1 
151          Webster, 

.   1          196 

lOS 

Ayer,        .... 

58 

151       '  Freetown, 

47 

172 

Tyringham, 

17 

153 

:  Florida,  . 

.   1            30 

187 

Clarksburg, 

23 

155 

1  Adams,    . 

.   1          392 

180 

Northbridge,    . 

129 

155 

'  Hancock, 

25 

190 

Spencer 

256 

167 

, 

■ 

Smal] 

L-POX. 

• 

The  wliole  number  of  deaths  from  small-pox  which  were 
registered  in  the  State  for  the  twenty  years  (1871-90)  was 
2,298,  which  was  less  than  that  of  any  of  the  other  diseases 
considered  in  this  paper,  and  these  were  distributed  with  much 
greater  irregularity  throughout  the  period  than  those  of  any  of 
the  other  diseases  under  consideration.  Nearly  87  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  number  occurred  in  the  epidemic  of  1871-73. 

The  annual    mortality   from   this   disease  is  shown   in    the 
following  tal)le  :  — 
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YEARS. 

Mortality  lUtes 
per  10,000. 

TEARS. 

MorUUtj  R«te8 
per  10,000. 

1871,   

1872 

1873,   

1874,  ...'... 

1875,   

1876, 

1877 

1878 

1879,   

1880,   

1.9 
«.7 
4.3 
.2 
.2 
.2 
.15 
.01 
.04 
.2 

1881 

1882,         

1883,          

1884,         

1885,          

1886. 

1887 

1888 

1889,         

1890,         

.2 

.2 

.08 

.01 

.1 

.01 
.04 
.03 
.005 

Average,  1871-80, 

1.3 

Average,  1881-90,     . 

.07 

Average,  twenty  yeara. 


.64 


By  this  it  appears  that  the  mortality  rate  of  the  first  ten 
years  was  nearly  twenty  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  second. 
The  deaths  from  this  cause  for  1871-80  were  2,1^3,  and 
those  of  the  second  decade  were  only  137.  The  annual 
mortality  rate  for  the  whole  period  was  .64  per  10,000.  The 
ratio  of  deaths  from  small-pox  to  the  mortality  from  all  causes 
was  three-tenths  of  one  per  cent. 

Distribution  by  Counties. 

The  deaths  from  small-pox  were  distributed  by  counties  as 
follows  for  the  twenty  years  (1871-90),  the  ratio  of  mortality 
in  each  being  also  stated  :  — 


COUNTIES. 


Deaths. 


Ratio  per  10,000  of 
the  Population. 


Barnstable, 

Berkshire, 

Bristol, 

Dutces, . 

Essex,  . 

Franklin. 

Hampden, 

H'irapshire, 

Middlesex, 

Nantucket, 

Norfolk. 

Plymouth, 

Suffolk. 

Worcester, 


THE  STATE, 


15 

43 

56 

1 

118 

4 

257 

'2U 

445 

0 

45 

12 

1,140 

124 

2,298 


.23 
.31 
.20 
.12 
.'i4 
.05 

1.23 
.30 
.70 
.00 
.23 
.08 

1.48 
.27 

.64 


By  the  foreofolng  table  it  appears  that  the  distribution  of 
small-pox  was  by  no  means  uniform.  The  extremes  were 
ratios  of  0  and  .1  in  the  island  counties  of  Nantucket  and 
Dukes,  and  1.2:^  and  1.48  per  10,000  in  Hampden  and  Suffolk. 
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In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  in  accordance 
with  their  mortality  rate  from  small-pox,  the  State  being  taken 
as  100 :  — 

Counties  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Rates  from  Small-pox  (1871-90) , 
that  of  the  Slate  being  taken  as  100 ^  and  the  Density  of  Population  being 
expressed  in  Acres  per  Inhabitant. 


COUNTIES. 


Density  of  Popalation, 
Acres  per  Inhabl- 

tllDt. 

1880. 


Mortftlltj  Rau 

from  SuuiII-pox, 

theSute  — 100. 


Nantucket, 

FimnkliD,  . 

Plymouth, 

Dukei, 

Brifltol,     . 

Norfolk,    . 

Barnstable, 

Essex, 

Worcester, 

Hampshire, 

Berkshire, 

THE  STAT£. 

Middlesex, 
Hampden, 
Suffolk,     . 


11.2 
11.8 
5.9 
18.4 
2.5 
3.8 
7.5 
1.3 
4.4 
7.7 
8.9 

2.9 

1.7 
3.9 
.07 


0 
8 
12 
19 
81 
36 
36 
87 
42 
47 
48 

100 

109 
192 
231 


In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  again  arranged  in 
accordance  with  their  density  of  population  in  three  groups, 
the  mortality  rank  also  being  expressed,  as  before  :  — 


COUMTIXS  OBODPED  ACCORDING  TO  THXIB 
DXKSITT  or  POPULATIUW. 


COUNTIES. 


I.  County  In  which  there  is  less  than  one 

acre  to  each  person, i  Suffolk,    . 

II.  Counties  having  more  than  one  acre 

but  less  than  four  acres  to  each  person,  .     Essex, 

Middlesex, 
Bristol,     . 
Norfolk.   . 
:  Hampden, 

III.  Counties  having  more  than  four  acres 

to  each  inhabitant, Worcester, 

Plymouth, 
Hampshire, 
j  Berkshire, 


Acres  to  Each 
Person. 


BamsUble,  Dukes  i 
and  Nantucket,    \ 

Franklin, . 


I 


MorUlity 
Bankfinom 
8maU-pox« 


0.7 

1.3 
1.7 
2.0 


3.3 
3.9  j 

4.4 
5.9 
7.7 
8.0 

9.0 

11.8 


< 


> 


241 

371 
100 


s 

3ll| 


86 
192  J 

42 
12 
47 
48^ 

81 

8, 


t 

< 


i 
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By  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  the  incidence  of  fatality 
from  small-pox  fell  most  heavily  upon  the  district  with  the 
densest  population  and  least  heavily  upon  the  most  sparsely 
settled  counties,  while  the  medium  districts  ranged  between, 
the  extremes  being  greater  than  in  the  case  of  either  of  the 
other  diseases  considered  in  this  paper. 

Other  conditions  which  appear  to  have  influenced  the  ratio 
of  small-pox  mortality  will  be  referred  to  under  the  classi- 
fication by  towns. 

Stating  the  mortality  of  the  dense  districts  as  1 ,000,  that  of 
these  three  groups  was  as  follows  :  — 


Mortality  ofdennc  districts  from  small-pox,  . 
[Mortality  ol  medium  districts  from  small-pox, 
Mortality  of  sparse  districts  from  small-pox, 


1,000 
332 
149 


Classifiixition  by  Toxcns. 

It  is  to  be  noted  at  the  outset  that  deaths  from  small-pox 
occurred  in  only  161  out  of  the  346  cities  and  towns  of  Massa- 
chusetts during  the  period  of  twenty  years,  leaving  185  towns 
in  which  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause.  (See  Map  No. 
4.)  Furthermore,  there  were  63  towns  in  which  only  one 
death  occurred  from  this  cause  in  each,  and  29  other  towns  in 
which  only  two  such  deaths  occurred. 

Deaths  from  small-pox  occurred  in  each  of  the  28  cities 
during  this  period,  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  small-pox  and 
the  numerical  rank  being  as  follows  :  — 


Deaths. 
2 

Numerical 

Rank,  th<> 

Htate  *-  I(i0. 

0 

, 

Deaths. 
6 

Numerical 
Rank,  the 
;  State  i^  1(H). 

Brockton, 

Marlborough, 

4r> 

Newton, 

3 

12 

Salem,  . 

10 

4'> 

New  Bedford. 

6 

16 

,  Fall  aiver.    . 

31 

48 

Northampton, 

3 

10 

Worceeter,  . 

37 

48 

Hftvcrhlll,      . 

3 

20 

Lawrence,    . 

24 

51 

Woburn, 

3 

22 

Maiden. 

9 

61 

Taunton, 

6 

22 

Quincy. 

10 

70 

Newbury  port, 

4 

23 

Gloucester,  . 

IS 

72 

Fitchburg,      . 

.        .  '          6 

31 

Springfield. . 

33 

75 

Lynn,     . 

17 

1 

33 

Chelsea, 

27 

02 

Chicopoc, 

.        .  '          5 

34 

Cambridge,  . 

67 

07 

ritttfleld,       . 

6 

34 

Ix>well, 

1S4 

248 

Somcn-illc,    . 

13 

30 

Boston. 

1.203 

201 

Waltham, 

.  I          7 

1 

42 

Holyoke, 

178 

1          G19 
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The  185  towns  which  had  no  deaths  from  small-pox  may  be 
considered  as  one  extreme,  and  the  11  towns  which  had  the 
highest  ratios  as  the  other  extreme.  The  characteristics  of 
these  185  towns  may  be  stated  mainly  as  a  sparse  population, 
and  remoteness  from  densely  crowded  cities  and  towns.  Not 
one  of  the  whole  number  had  6,000  inhabitants  by  the  census 
of  1880,  and  only  6  had  more  than  4,000  inhabitants  in  each. 

There  were  17  contiguous  towns  in  south-western  Massachu- 
setts in  which  no  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause.  In  another 
district,  comprising  the  whole  of  Franklin  County  and  6  towns 
of  north-eastern  Berkshire,  there  were  but  4  small-pox  deaths. 

In  the  whole  of  Plymouth  County  there  were  but  12  deaths 
from  this  cause,  and  these  were  distributed  in  8  towns.  In  the 
whole  of  Barnstable  County  there  were  only  14  deaths  from 
small-pox,  and  these  were  distributed  in  7  towns,  an  average 
of  two  in  each. 

In  the  7  island  towns  of  Dukes  and  Nantucket  counties  there 
was  but  one  death  from  small-pox. 

At  the  other  extreme  stand  11  cities  and  towns  with  high 
ratios.  In  these  there  were  1,616  deaths  from  small-pox 
during  the  period  in  question,  and  of  this  number  1,565,  or 
nearly  97  per  cent.,  occurred  in  the  three  cities  of  Boston, 
Lowell  and  Holyoke. 

The  Relation  of  Paper  Mills  to  S^nalUpox  Mortality. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  is  one  of  the  principal  industries 
of  Massachusetts.  About  one-third  of  the  rags  imported  into 
the  United  States  is  used  in  Massachusetts  paper  mills.  The 
majority  of  the  mills  are  in  towns  and  cities  situated  upon  the 
Connecticut,  Westfield  and  Housatonic  rivers.  The  following 
list  includes  the  cities  and  towns  in  which  there  were  paper 
mills,  all  of  which  used  rags,  either  domestic,  foreign,  or  both, 
in  paper  manufacture  :  — 


Adami. 

Great  BarrlDgton. 

Leominstor. 

Ruaaell. 

B«eket. 

OrotOD. 

MiddietOD. 

South  Hadley. 

Boston. 

Hardwick. 

MIltOD. 

Ware. 

Cummlogton. 

HOLTOKS. 

Iffontague. 

Weitfleld. 

DaltoD. 

HuDtiogton. 

Needham. 

Weethampton. 

Enrlog. 

Lawbb>-cs. 

Newton. 

Weit  BpriDgfleld. 

FrrcHBUBO. 

Ijtt. 

Pepperell. 

Wilbraham. 

Note.— By  an  error  the  towna  of  Keedhan  and  Ware  were  marked  npon  the  oiapfor 
small-pox  as  having  no  deaths  from  this  cause.    There  were  8  deaths  In  Needham  and  7  In  Wi 
from  small-poz. 
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In  the  list  of  11  cities  and  towns  having  extremely  high  ratios, 
6  contained  one  or  more  paper  mills  in  which  rags  were  used. 
The  origin  of  the  cases  in  Montgomery  was  traced  directly  to  an 
adjoining  paper-mill  town.  Furthermore,  the  foregoing  list  of 
28  paper-mill  cities  and  towns  contains  only  5  places  in  which 
there  were  no  small-pox  jdeaths  during  the  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  non-fatal  cases  were  known  to  have  occurred  in 
two  of  these  towns. 

Again,  out  of  the  68  paper  mills  in  Massachusetts,  in  which 
rags  either  domestic  or  foreign  were  used  for  paper  manufact- 
ure, only  5  were  located  in  the  185  towns  in  which  there  were 
no  deaths  from  small-pox  during  the  twenty  years. 

Frequent  investigations  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  have 
shown  that  small-pox  in  Massachusetts  is  very  often  due  to 
infected  rags.  Out  of  the  first  12  cases  of  small-pox  which 
occurred  at  Holyoke  in  1880,  11  were  females  employed  in 
cutting  and  sorting  rags,  and  the  twelfth  was  a  child  in  the 
family  of  a  rag-cutler.  Investigation  in  many  of  these  cases 
showed  that  the  probability  as  to  the  source  of  infection  was 
largely  in  favor  of  domestic  rags  collected  in  the  large  cities  of 
the  United  States.  Further  information  upon  this  point  is 
contained  in  Dr.  Withington's  article  upon  **  The  transmission 
of  infectious  diseases  through  the  medium  of  rags,"  in  the 
eighteenth  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  (188G). 

Railway  Communication,  —  Of  the  161  towns  in  which 
deaths  occurred  from  small-pox,  only  8,  Williamsburg,  War- 
wick, Leicester,  Cummington,  Holland,  Chatham,  Burlington 
and  Tisburj'  were  not  directly  upon  some  line  of  railway  com- 
munication at  the  time  when  the  deaths  occurred.  There  were 
13  deaths  in  these  8  towns. 

In  the  following  places,  upon  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
and  its  branches,  deaths  from  small-pox  occurred  at  some  time 
in  the  period  of  twenty  years,  starting  with  the  metropolitan 
centre,  Boston :  Brookline,  Newton,  Natick,  Framingham, 
Ashland,  Hopkinton,  Westborough,  Grafton,  Millbury,  Worces- 
ter, Auburn,  Charlton,  Spencer,  Brookfield,  North  Brook- 
field,  Palmer,  Wilbraham,  Ludlow,  Springfield,  West  Spring- 
field, Agiiwam,  Westfield,  Montgomery,  Russell,  Huntington, 
Chester,  Becket,  Dalton,  Pittsfield,  Lanesborough,  Cheshire 
and  Adams. 
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Upon  the  Old  Colony  fiailroad  and  its  branches:  Dedhani, 
Hyde  Park,  Milton,  Quincy,  Hingham,  Weymouth,  Braintree, 
Canton,  Walpole,  Foxborough,  Attlebo rough,  Easton,  Brock- 
ton, Marshiield,  Plympton,  Plymouth,  Wareham,  Lakeville, 
Mattapoisett,  Taunton,  Dighton,  Fall  River,  Westport,  Dart- 
mouth, New  Bedford,  Falmouth,.  Sandwich,  Barnstable, 
Harwich,  Truro,  Provincetown,  Marlborough,  Bolton,  Clinton 
and  Leominster. 

On  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  :  Somerville,  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Waltham,  Concord,  Acton,  Maynard,  Ayer,  Fitchburg, 
Ashburnham,  Winchendon,  Gardner,  Athol,  Montague,  Deer- 
field,  North  Adams  and  Williamstown. 

On  the  Boston  A  Maine:  Arlington,  Lexington,  Medford, 
Maiden,  Melrose,  Everett,  Chelsea,  Revere,  Saugus,  Lynn, 
Salem,  Winchester,  Woburn,  Arlington,  Reading,  North 
Reading,  Stoneham,  Wakefield,  Marblehead,  Beverly,  Man- 
chester, Gloucester,  Peabody,  Danvers,  Topsfield,  Newbury, 
Newburyport,  Amesbury,  Groveland,  Haverhill,  Andover, 
North  Andover,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Chelmsford,  Westford, 
Groton,  Pepperell,  Lancaster,  West  Boylston,  Holden,  Barre, 
Enfield,  Granby,  South  Hadley  and  Northampton. 

Nearly  every  town  within  a  mdius  of  fifteen  miles  from 
Boston  had  one  or  more  deaths  from  this  cause,  the  greatest 
numbers  being  in  Cambridge  (67)  and  in  Chelsea  (27). 

Towns  contiguous  to  and  in  close  communication  by  railway 
with  other  large  cities  also  suffered,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
as  in  the  case  of  Westport  and  Dartmouth,  next  to  Fall  River 
and  New  Bedford  ;  of  6  towns  lying  contiguous  to  Worcester ; 
of  as  many  more  towns  contiguous  to  Springfield,  Chicopee 
and  Holyoke ;  of  Chelmsford,  Westford  and  Ayer,  lying  in 
direct  communication  between  Lowell  and  the  paper-mill  towns 
of  Pepperell  and  Groton  ;  of  North  Andover  and  Andover, 
joining  Lawrence  and  in  direct  communication  with  it. 

In  Boston  the  density  of  population  (10,000  to  the  square 
nolle)  undoubtedly  far  outweighs  any  effect  which  may  be 
attributed  to  one  or  more  small  paper  mills  which  were  located 
within  the  city  limits  upon  the  Ncponset  River  during  the 
period  in  question. 

In  the  following  towns  there  were  no  deaths  from  small-pox 
during  the  twenty  years  (1871-90)  :  — 
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Abiogton. 

Acushnet. 

Alford. 

Amhent. 

Ashby. 

Ashtield. 

Bedford. 

Belchortown. 

Bellinghatu. 

Belmont. 

Berkley. 

Berllu. 

Bomardston. 

Billerlca. 

Blundford. 

Boxborough. 

Boxford. 

Boylnton. 

Bradford. 

Bri'WBtcr. 

Bridgewater. 

Brimfleld. 

Buckland. 

Carlisle. 

Carver. 

Charlemont. 

Cbettertield. 

Chilniark. 

Clarksburg. 

OohuaHet. 

Colraln. 

Conway. 

Cotlagt'  City. 

Dana. 

DcnniB. 

Dover. 

Drucut. 

DunntabJe. 

Duxburv. 

£a»t  Bridgewater. 

EuBtham. 

BdgartowD. 

Egremont. 

Erving. 

Esocx. 

Fairhaven. 


Florida. 

Freetown. 

Gay  Head. 

Georgetown. 

Gill. 

Goshen. 

Goitnold. 

Granville. 

Great  BarringtoD. 

Greenfield. 

Greenwich. 

I[adlcy. 

Ualifax. 

Hamilton. 

Hampden. 

Hancock. 

Hanover. 

Hanson. 

Hardwick. 

Harvard. 

Hawley. 

Heath. 

Hinsdale. 

Holbrook. 

Habbardston. 

Hudson. 

Hull. 

Ipswich. 

Kingston. 

Leverctt. 

Leydvn. 

Lincoln. 

Littleton. 

Lunenburg. 

Lynnrteld. 

Mansfield. 

Marion. 

Mushpee. 

Medtield. 

Mendon. 

Merrimac. 

Methuen. 

Middleborough. 

Midaietield. 

Middletou. 

Monroe. 


Monson. 

Monterey. 

Mount  Washington. 

Nahant. 

Nantucket. 

New  Ashford. 

New  Bralntree. 

New  Marlborough. 

New  Salem. 

Northbo  rough. 

Northflold. 

Norfolk. 

Norton. 

Norwell. 

Norwood. 

Oakham. 

Orange. 

Orleans. 

Otis. 

Oxford. 

Pax  ton. 

Pembroke. 

Peru. 

Petersham. 

Phillipston. 

Plaiufleld. 

l*rcscott. 

Randolph. 

Ray n ham. 

liehobotli . 

Richmond. 

Rochester. 

Rockland. 

Rock  port. 

Rowe. 

Rowley. 

Ro>alston. 

Rutland. 

Siindisficld. 

Savoy. 

iScltuatc. 

Scekonk. 

Bhuroii. 

Shetlield.    • 

t^hclburue. 

Bhcrborn. 


Shirley. 

Shrewsbury. 

Bhutesbury. 

Somerset. 

Southampton. 

Southborough. 

Southwlck. 

Sterling. 

Stockbridge. 

Stonghton. 

Stow. 

Sudbury. 

Sunderland. 

Sutton. 

Swampscott. 

Swanzey. 

Templeton. 

Tewksbury. 

Tolland.      • 

Townscnd. 

Tyngs  bo  rough. 

Tyringham. 

Upton. 

Wales. 

Warren. 

Washington. 

Way  land. 

Wellesley. 

Weimeet. 

Wendell. 

Wenham. 

West  Bridgewater. 

West  Brook6eld. 

Westhampton. 

Westminster. 

West  Newbury. 

Weston. 

West  Stockbridge. 

Whately. 

Whitman. 

Windsor. 

Winthrop. 

Worthington. 

Wrentham. 

Yarmouth. 


Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death  Hales 
from  Small'pox  (187 1-90),  the  Rate  for  Massachusetts  being  taken  as  100. 

m 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  small-pox  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  below 
the  average  of  the  State :  — 


Numhi'r  Mortality 

ofDraths  Itsnk, 

fn>m  the  ."^tatc 

Small- pox.  i-100. 


Number     Mortality 
ofl>eath8  ,     Kank, 

from       ,  the  State 
Small-pox. '     =^100. 


Beverly,    . 

• 

• 

• 

1 

0 

Newton,  . 

• 

• 

3 

12 

Brookline, 

• 

« 

• 

1 

9 

.  Leominster,    . 

• 

• 

1 

14 

BllOCKTON', 

• 

• 

• 

9 

Wakefield,       . 

• 

• 

1 

14 

Dedham,   . 

• 

• 

• 

1       . 

12 

Watertown,     . 

1 

• 

• 

1 

14 

. 
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CUies  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 

Rates  from  Small-pox,  etc.  —  Continued. 


Number 
of  Deaths 

ttom 
Small- pox. 


MortaUty 
Rank, 

the  state 
— lOU. 


Aitleborougb, 
Nkw  Bedford, 
▲ndoyer,  . 
Hopklnton, 
Hiogham, . 
Caotoo, 
Fnmkllo,  . 
Arlington, 
Grafton,    . 

NOBTHAXPrdx 

North  Adams, 

Easton, 

Hayebhill, 

Willlamstown, 

Sandwich, 

Deerfleld, . 

WOBURX,  . 

Taukton, 
Milton.      . 
Sonthbrldge, 
Nbwburtpobt 
Harwich,  . 
Danrors,    . 
Uz bridge, . 
North  Andover, 
"Webster,  . 
Wareham, 
Westport, . 
Dudley,     . 
Palmer, 
Brookfield, 
Natick,      . 
Gardner,   . 
Weatborough, 
Everett,     . 
Clinton, 
Chelmsford, 

FiTCURUUC, 


Cities  and  towns  in 
per  cent,  below  it :  — 


6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

4 

1 
2 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 

«* 

3 
1 
0 


14 
16 
16 
17 
17 
17 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
SO 
29 
20 
22 
22 
22 
22 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
25 
25 
26 
26 
26 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
30 
30 
30 
31 
Bl 


Ashland, . 

Barre, 

Ltnn, 

cuicopee, 

Montague, 

Maynard, 

Williamsburg, 

Douglas, . 

Athol, 

PiTTSFIELD, 

Westford, 

Peabody, 

Lenox, 

Sturbridge, 

Braintree, 

Concord,. 

Lancaster, 

BOXERTILLE, 

Medford, . 

Ayer, 

Charlton, 

Walthax, 

Wlnchendon, 

Acton, 

Plymouth, 

Marlborough, 

8 ALEX,      . 

Amesbury, 
Marshlleld, 
Weymouth, 
Manchester, 
Fall  River, 

W0RCE9TER, 

Reading,  . 

Longmeadow, 

Cheshire, 

Ilolllston, 

Newbury, 


I   Number 
of  l>eaib8 

fr»m 
Small-pox. 


Mortality 
Kank, 

the  Slate 
— lOf). 


1 
1 

17 
5 
2 


1 


33 
83 
33 
34 
34 


34 

34 

34 

34 

34 

36 

86 

36 

37 

87 

39 

39 

13 

99 

39 

41 

41 

42 

42 

44 

44 

AS 

16 

45 

45 

47 

47 

47 

81 

48 

37 

48 

48 

48 

50 

A 

50 

1 

50 

which  the  mortality  from  small-poz  was  below  the  average  but  not  fifty 


Lawrence, 

Maldbh, 

Ladlow, 

Tlabury, 

Hatfield, 

Cheater, 


24 


51 
51 
62 
52 
62 
61 


Barnstable, 
Revere,    . 
;  Hyde  Park, 
'  MatUpolsett, 
Leicester, 
Salisbury, 


8 

56 

3 

65 

5 

66 

1 

6fl 

S 

66 

8 

6« 
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Cities  and  Tovms  of  Massachusetts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 

Bates  from  Small-pox,  c^c.  —  Concluded. 


Number 
!  of  Deaths 

ftvm 
.  SmaU-poz. 


Mortality 

Kank. 
the  Stau 


Nnmber     Mortality 
of  Deaths  I     ]{ank, 
I      fjrom        the  State 
Small-pox.      =100. 


Saugiia,     . 
Framingbam, 
Laneabo  rough, 
Aabum,    . 
Needham, . 
WiDcheater, 
Huntington, 
Iloldcn, 
Walpole,   . 
Falmouth, 
Milford,     . 
Chatham,  . 

QUINCT,     . 

Princeton, 
Olouoesteb, 
Melroao,     . 
Enfield,     . 
Sprimqfield, 
Tmro, 


2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 
o 

o 

2 

8 
o 

10 
1 

18 
5 
1 

33 
1 


I 


56 
58 
59 
50 
01 
01 
03 
63 
63 
64 
66 
69 
70 
70 
72 
73 
75 
76 
76 


Asbburnham, . 
I   Lakeville, 
,    Fozborough,   . 
'  i^ee,  •        «       • 
'i  Stoneham, 

Spencer,  . 
'  Groton,  . 
,   Wilmington,   . 

Westfield, 

Bolton,    . 
,  North  Reading, 

Provlncetown, 

Dartmouth,     . 

Eaathampton, . 
,   Chelsea, 

Wcat  Springfield, 

Cambridge,  . 

THE   STATE, 


I- 


2 

n 

1 

78 

3 

80 

4 

80 

5 

80 

8 

83 

2 

84 

1 

84 

9 

84 

1 

86 

1 

87 

5 

89 

4 

91 

5 

92 

27 

92 

6 

94 

67 

97 

!98 

100 

Towna  in  which  the  mortality  from  small-pox  was  greater  than  that  of  the  State  but  not 
fifty  per  cent,  greater :  — 


Ware, 
Granby,     . 
Marblehead, 
Grovelaud, 
North  Hrookfield, 
West  Boylston, 
Warwick, .       . 
Burlington, 
Blackatone, 
South  Uadley,  . 


7 
1 

10 
3 
6 
4 
1 
1 


5 


103 
103 
103 
105 
105 
105 
109 
109 
111 
111 


I'  Plympton, 
I   Dalton,     . 
Millbury, 
I  Pelham,  . 


Pepperell, 
Topsfleld, 
",  Northbiidge, 
I    Med  way, 
>    Becket,    . 
Lexington, 


1  ' 

112 

3 

114 

7  , 

110 

1 

126 

4  ' 

138 

o 

-  1 

IM 

7  . 

134 

7  ' 

137 

2 

130 

5 

149 

Citieit  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  amali-poz  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  above 
that  of  the  State:  — 


Adams, 
Wilbruhnm, 
Dighton,    . 
Agawam,  . 

LOWELX.,    . 

Holland,    . 


21 
4 


5 


I 

184 
1 


162 
191 
217 
247 
248 
258 


I  Boston,  . 
Cuniinington, 
Montgomery, 

i  HOLTOKE, 

Kussell,  . 


I 


r 


1,203   : 

261 

3 

20C 

2  ! 

510 

178  , 

619 

7 

664 

Typiioii)  Fever. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  iis  from  typhoid  fever  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  twenty  years  (1871-90)  was  19,421. 
The  annual  mortality  from  this  cause  was  5.4  per  10,000  of  the 
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population.  It  was  also  2.7  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  from  all 
causes  for  the  twenty  years  (1871-90).  The  mortality  rate 
from  this  cause  for  each  year  of  the  period  was  as  follows :  — 


YKARS. 


Mortality  Rate 

fh>m 

Typhoid  Ferer 

per  10,000  of  the 

Population. 


YEARS. 


MorUIity  Bate 

fh>m 

Tjphokl  FeTar 

p«r  10,000  of  the 

Population. 


1871, 
1872, 
1873, 
1874, 
1875. 
1876, 
1877, 
187H, 
1879, 
1880, 


Average,  ten  years,  1871-80, 


7.6 

1  1881, 

11.1 

1,  1882, 

8.9 

1883, 

7.1 

!  1884, 

6.4 

1885, 

5.3 

:  1886, 

4.9 

!  1887, 

4.1 

1888, 

8.7 

'  1889, 

4.9 

1  1890, 

6.2 


Average,  ten  years,  1881-90, 


6.9 
5.6 
4.6 
4.6 
3.9 
4.1 
4.5 
4.6 
4.1 
3.7 


4.5 


Average  of  twenty  years, 


6.4 


The  average  mortality  rate  of  the  last  half  of  the  twenty- 
year  period  was  less  than  that  of  the  first  half. 


Distribution  by  Counties. 

The  ratios  of  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  by  counties  for 
the  period  (1871-90)  were  as  follows :  — 


Barnstable, 

Berkuhire, 

Bristol,  . 

Dukes,  . 

Essex,   . 

Franklin, 

Hampden, 

Hampshire, 

Middlesex, 

Nantucket, 

Norfolk, 

Plymouth, 

Suffolk, 

Worcester, 


CX>  UNTIES. 


Number  of  Death* 

fh>m 

Typhoid  Fever. 


Ratio  per  10,000  of 
the  Population. 


3  STATE, 


361 

5.5 

1.053     ' 

7.6 

i,e«o    1 

6.0 

50 

5.8 

2,541 

5.2 

438 

6.1 

1,772 

8.5 

U4 

6.8 

3,101 

4.9— 

85 

4.7 

707 

4.1 

717 

4.8 

3,825 

4.9+ 

2.437 

6.4 

1l(4t1 


6.4 
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An  examination  of  the  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  ex- 
tremes are  Norfolk,  with  the  low  ratio  of  4.1,  and  Hampden, 
with  the  high  mortality  of  8.5  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

Other  counties  having  low  nitios  were  Middlesex,  Nantucket, 
Plymouth  and  Sutiblk,  and  those  having  highest  ratios  (beside 
Hampden)  were  Berkshire  and  Hampshire.  That  portion  of 
each  of  the  three  Connecticut  valley  counties  lying  east  of  the 
river  suffered  more  than  the  western  portion  of  these  counties. 

The  eastern  part  of  Middlesex  County  and  all  of  the  sub- 
urban towns  contiguous  to  Boston  had  a  low  mortality  rate 
from  typhoid  fever.  The  sea-coast  counties  generally  had  low 
ratios. 

In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  with  refer- 
ence to  their  death  rates  from  typhoid  fever.  The  counties 
having  the  lowest  ratio  appear  at  the  top  of  the  list,  and  the 
mortality  of  the  State  from  the  same  cause  is  taken  as  a  basis 
of  comparison :  — 

Counties  of  MattsachuseUs  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Hates  from 
Typhoid  Fever  {1871-90),  that  of  th^  State  being  taken  as  100,  and 
the  Density  of  Population  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Person, 


'         Density 
COUNTIES  ofPopulatlon.  Mortality 

Acres  Rank, 

to  Each  Person.  ' 


Norfolk, I  3.3  76 

Naotacket 11.2  80 

Plymouth, '  5.9  $9 

Middlesex, 1.7  ,              90 

Suffolk, .07  91 

Essex, 1.3  '               95 

Worcester, 4.4  99 

THE  STATE, I  2.9  100 

Barnstable, |  7.5  1             101 

Duke ,  IS. 4  107 

Bristol, '  2.5  110 

Franklin, j  11.8  112 


Hampshire, 

Berkshire, 

Hampden, 


7.7  125 

8.9  140 

3.9  156 


In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  arranged  in  three 
groups,  according  to  their  density  of  populaiion,  the  county 
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having  the  greatest  density  being  placed  at  the  top  of  the 


list :  — 


CorilTIKM  OKOirPKP  ACCOBDIXO  TO  TIIIIR 
DKMSirT  OF  I'OPULATIOS. 

COL'NTIES. 

1 

Acres  to 
Each  Person. 

Mortality 
BankfhMi 

TyphoM 
Fever,  tba 

State  « 100. 

I.    County  in  which  there  is  lemi  than  one 
acre  to  each  inhabitant,      .... 

Buflfollc,     . 

• 

• 

.07 

91 

[[.    CouDties  havlni;  m  ire  than  one  but  losti 
than  four  acrea  to  each  inhabitant,   . 

Essex, 

1.3^ 

1 

95^ 

• 

Wddlcscz, 

1.7 

90 

Bristol,     . 

2.5 

110 

^ 

Norfollc,   . 

3.3 

S 

if 

76 

1 

Hampden, 

1 

3.9^ 

> 
< 

156^ 

III.    Counties  having;  m  ire  than  four  acres 
to  each  Inhabitant 

Worcester, 

1 

1 

4.4^ 

1 

99^ 

Plymouth, 

6.9 

« 
• 

89 

■ 

o 

Hampshire, 
Berkshire, 

*  1 

•*     m 
1  •  1 

8.9 

■1 

a: 

<   1 

125 
140 

e 

> 
< 

1 

Barnstable,  Dukei 
and  Nantucket, 

9.0 

lUO 

Franklin,  . 

• 

'  i 

11.8J          1 

112  J 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  mortality  from  typhoid 
fever  does  not  depend  upon  the  density  of  population  as  the 
principal  favoring  condition  for  its  spread.  The  most  densely 
settled  metropolitan  district  had  a  comparatively  low  mortality 
rate  from  this  cause,  while  the  group  of  sparsely  settled 
counties  had  an  average  high  ratio  of  mortality  from  typhoid 
fever. 

Hampden  County  stands  i)romincnt  for  its  very  high  ratio  in 
the  intermediate  group,  while  Norfolk,  in  the  same  group,  had 
the  lowest  ratio. 

Kstimatin<r  the  moitalitv  of  the  denselv  settled  districts 
as  1,000,  the  mortality  of  these  three  groups  from  typhoid  fever 
was  as  foUows  :  — 


Tin*  fh.nsr.  districts. 
Tlu"  iH'fli/nn  ilistricts.  . 
The  sp'ir-^i;  districts, 


1,109 
1,175 


Chit<i<{ficat!on  by   'Iownf<. 

(ronerally  speaking,  the  towns  of  the  western  half  of  the] 
State  had  a  higher  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  than  those 
the  eastern  half.     (See  Map  Xo.  h.) 
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An  examination  of  the  extremes  reveals  no  very  striking 
chaiiicteristics.  But  one  town,  Gosnold  (the  smallest  in  popu- 
lation), had  no  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  during  the  twenty 
years*.  This  town  comprises  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  Buzzard's  Bay.  Its  population  in  1880  was 
152. 

The  20  towns  having  the  lowest  rank  in  the  list  are  scattered 
throughout  the  State  in  ten  of  the  counties,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  of  the  smaller  cities  (Waltham),  are  small  towns. 
Twelve  of  this  number  had  less  than  1,000  inhabitants  in  each 
in  1880.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  point  of  special  sig- 
nificance relative  to  these  20  towns. 

Of  the  20  towns  which  hold  the  highest  position  upon 
the  list,  17  are  in  the  four  western  counties  and  the  western 
border  of  Worcester  County.  Dalton,  with  the  highest  ratio, 
is  a  manufacturing  town  (paper  mills)  among  the  Berkshire 
hills,  lying  at  an  elevation  of  more  1,000  feet  above  the  sea 
level.  Ware,  Brookfield,  Great  Barrington  and  Westfield  are 
also  manufacturing  towns  of  western  Massachusetts.  Ten  of 
the  remaining  towns  are  small  agricultural  towns,  having  a 
population  in  each  of  less  than  1,000,  and  their  position  may 
hence  be  regarded  as  having  but  little  significance. 

The  city  of  Holyoke,  which  had  498  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  in  the  twenty-year  period,  and  ranked  203  in  this  list  as 
compared  with  the  State  (lOO),  is  a  manufacturing  city  of  rapid 
growth.  Its  population  in  1870  was  10,733  ;  in  1880,  21,915  ; 
and  in  1890,  35,(^37.  The  principal  industry  is  the  manu- 
facture of  j)aper. 

Dividing  the  towns  into  a  more  accurate  classification,  with- 
out regard  to  county  lines,  the  towns  which  may  be  considered 
as  having  a  dense  population  (87  in  numlier)  had  a  mortality 
rate  of  r).15  per  10,000  annually  from  typhoid  fever,  while  the 
remaining  towns  (2/)9  in  number)  had  a  mortality  rate  of  5  54 
l)cr  1(),()()0. 

The  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  in  towns  during  the  period 
under  consideration  may  be  compared  with  a  previous  period 
of  ten  years,  for  which  the  data  were  compiled  by  Dr.  Geo. 
Derby,  for  the  second  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  (1871).  The  period  which  he  selected  was  the  ten 
years  18r)9-()8.     During  this  period  the  10  towns  which  had 
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the  lowest  mortality  rate  from  typhoid  fever  were  as  follows, 

beginning  with  the  town  having  the  lowest  mortality  rate  from 

this  cause :  — 

Kovero.  Seekonk. 

Belmont.  Dover. 

WiiKjliestor.  Br(K)kline. 

lioxborough.  IIiu<rhani 

Liiiiesboroiigh.  Dunstuble. 

All  of  these  towns  also  had  low  mortality  ratio.-sj  from  typhoid 
fever  in  the  second  period  (1871-90),  except  Dover  and  See- 
konk. 

The  10  towns  which  had  the  highest  mortality  from  this 
cause  (1859-68)  were  as  follows,  ending  with  the  town  having 


the  highest  ratio  :  — 

Loverqtt. 

Bhindford. 

Richmond. 

Otis. 

Granville. 

Savov. 

Pliillipston. 

Royalston. 

Southampton. 

Shcflield. 

All  of  these  towns  except  Richmond  had  high  nitios  in  the 
later  period  (1871-90). 

It  is  worth v  of  note  that  most  of  the  foregoing  10  towns 
having  low  mortality  rates  in  1859-()8  are  comparatively  near 
the  sea-coast  and  at  low  elevations  above  sea  level,  while  all  oi 
the  10  towns  having  the  highest  ratios  are  inland  towns,  and 
mostly  west  of  the  Connecticut  River,  with  an  average  elevation 
of  eight  hundred  feet  above  the  sea. 

The  cities  which  had  specially  high  death  mtes  from  typhoid 
fever  in  the  later  period  (li$71-90)  — Holyoke,  Lowell,  Law- 
rence, Fall  River  and  Chico{)ee  —  held  an  intermediate  position 
in  18o9-<)8 ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  a  polluted  water  supply 
had  been  introduced  in  Lowell  and  Lawrence  that  their  death 
rates  from  typhoid  fever  reached  an  unusually  high  figure. 

The  well-known  relati()n  of  typhoid  fever  to  the  pollution  of 
domestic  water  supplies  suggests  a  statistical  consideration  of 
this  subject.  The  writer  acknowledges  the  difficulty  which 
attends  a  purely  statistical  presentation,  in  the  absence  of  facts 
which  are  essential  to  an  intelligent  view  of  the  subject. 

The  facts  which  are  wanting  are  the  comparative  numbers  of 
persons  using  the  wat^r  of  pure  supplies,  and  those  who  use 
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water  from  polluted  sources ;  since  there  are  very  many  towns 
in  which  a  large  part  of  the  population  in  the  more  densely 
settled  portion  uses  the  water  of  some  well-known  but  pure 
supply,  while  among  the  sparsely  settled  districts  of  such  towns 
are  many  private  wells  which  furnish  polluted  water.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  may  exist,  as  in  some  of  the  large  cities 
located  on  rivers,  a  polluted  public  supply  which  is  of  a  more 
dangerous  character  than  the  average  household  well.  Un- 
fortunately for  statistical  purposes  there  is  no  distinct  census 
grouping  of  these  classes  of  the  population. 

In  general  the  fallowing  facts  are  known.  During  the 
period  in  question  (1871-90)  the  number  of  public  water 
supplies  in  Massachusetts  had  increased  from  twenty  in  1871 
to  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  in  1890.  The  population  of 
towns  supplied  in  1871  was  about  one-third  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  State,  while  that  of  the  towns  supplied  in  1890 
comprised  nearly  five-sixths  of  the  total  population  of  the  State. 

Comparing  the  foregoing  with  the  mortality  from  typhoid 
fever,  the  ratio  of  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  per  10,000  of 
the  population  in  1871  was  7.5,  and  in  1890  it  was  3.7.  But, 
since  the  statistics  of  a  single  year  are  less  conclusive  than 
those  of  a  group  of  years,  we  find  that  the  avei*age  mortality 
of  the  State  for  the  first  five  years  (1871-75)  was  8.2  per 
10,000,  or  nearly  double  that  of  the  last  five-year  period 
(1886-90),  which  was  only  4.2  per  10,000. 

On  examination  of  the  com[)lete  list  of  towns  presented  on 
pages  826-830,  the  statistics  are  less  conclusive,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  insufiiciency  of  the  data,  as  already  stated. 

Out  of  the  195  cities  and  towns  having  ratios  of  mortality 
from  typhoid  fever  less  than  the  average  of  the  State  for  the 
twenty  years,  89,  or  46  per  cent.,  had  public  water  supplies 
which  were  introduced  either  at  some  time  during  this  period 
or  at  a  previous  date.  This  group  of  cities  and  towns  had  a 
population  of  1,250,905,  or  70  per  cent,  of  the  population  of 
the  State,  by  census  of  1880. 

Of  the  148  cities  and  towns  which  had  ratios  of  mortality 
from  typhoid  fever  greater  than  the  average  of  the  State,  only 
43,  or  29  per  cent.,  had  water  supplies.  This  group  had  a 
population  of  532,180,  or  30  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the 
State. 
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Out  of  the  28  cities,  most  of  which  had  a  public  water  supply 
during  nearly  the  whole  period,  7  only,  or  one-fourth,  had 
ratios  higher  than  the  average.  These  were  Holyoke,  with  a 
rank  of  203 ;  Lawrence,  170;  Lowell,  155;  Chicopee,  154; 
Springfield,  134;  Fall  River,  129;  and  Pittsfield,  113.  Of 
the  4  cities  having  excessively  higjjt  ratios  (more  than  50  per 
cent,  above  tlitit  of  the  State),  Lawrence,  Lowell  and  Chicopee 
had  {)ublic  water  supplies  drawn  from  rivers  contaminated  by 
sewage,  while  Holyoke  had  a  good  public  supply,  but  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  population  used  the  polluted  water  of 
the  canals  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  drinking. 

The  uniformity  of  the  ratio  of  mortality  from  typhoid  fever 
in  many  of  the  large  towns  is  noticeable.  Out  of  13  towns 
having  a  rank  varying  from  73  to  78,  11  were  towns  having 
public  water  supplies ;  and  a  majority  of  the  cities  of  the  State 
are  to  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  list  between  65  and  1)5. 

A  comparison  of  all  towns  having  public  supplies  at  any 
time  during  the  period  with  those  which  had  none,  gives  the 
following  results  :  Towns  having  public  water  supplies,  annual 
ratio  of  mortality  from  typhoid  fever,  5.13  per  10,000;  towns 
having  no  public  supplies,  5.71  per  10,000. 

If  the  cities  of  Lowell  and  Lawrence  are  taken  out  of  the 
former  list,  the  mortality  rate  from  typhoid  fever  of  the 
remaining  cities  and  towns  having  public  supplies  is  reduced  to 
4.J»2  per  10,000.  The  principal  facts  relative  to  these  two 
cities  have  been  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  for  1890  (paper  entitled  **  Typhoid  fever  in  its  relation 
to  water  supplies,"  by  H.  F.  Mills,  A.M.,  C.E.). 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Town  Id  which  there  were  no  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  daring  the  twenty  yearn  (1871-00)  : 
GoMnoId. 

Citle*  and  towns  In  which  the  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  waa  more  .than  fifty  per  cent. 
below  that  of  the  State :  — 


Ucnth, 
Chllmark, 
Wilmington, 
Bedford,   . 


Kaml>er 
of  Deaths. 


Mortality 
Kank.    i 


1 

It 

1 

18 

2 

20 

2 

90 

Plalnfield, 
Danstable, 
Lincoln,  . 
Richmond, 


W^^mLm^b** 


Knnit>er 
of  Deaths. 


MurUUtj 
Kank. 


I 
1 
S 

4 


20 
20 
20 


■•"*»^i"^»i*> 


No.  34.] 


DISEASE  DISTEIBUTION. 


Ti/pfioid  Fever — Continued. 


-VnBilm 

Morulltf 

XonilKi 

MurUUlT 

ufllWh.. 

Uipk. 

'orilHIbi. 

Buk. 

Lsfdcn,    .       .       .       . 

se 

Nabnol.  .... 

4 

U 

UlJdleloD, 

DUtalon, .       . 

• 

RFuKng,  . 

IS 

81 

ArlloftuB,       . 

31 

n 

Bull,.        . 

Weal  Broebfleld, 

10 

u 

Revon,      . 

la 

19 

Ar^r,       .        . 

ID 

M 

RetaaUaih, 

3fl 

OeorgetowB,  . 

Plympi™. 

Btrklaj,  .       . 

4B 

WlLTaiM, 

£11 

41 

Clinlon.   .       . 

a 

W 

FnnlillD,  . 

]» 

F-oiboraogh.  . 

union.    .       . 

11 

M 

H  Mow  itui  o[  tlw  Sim*  but 


Weilon 

, 

61 

, 

SI 

Sorth  RudlDg, 

b 

SI 

HolLnd. 

s 

Dl 

■Whltmui. 

B«]i»alil.  . 

El 

Protlantawu 

W.rb.iU. . 

11 

(1 

N..LOB,  . 

IM 

■l 

4S 

M 

UedFurd,  . 

is 

K 

Stow,       . 

T 

B 

Etewll,     . 

31 

T 

33 

ttjcfclMd, 

B8 

H1i.gh.m, . 

Zfl 

63 

WnilDBB, 

U 

ea 

AV.j™ou.h, 

Churllon, 

Tmro,     . 

03 

Bowe, 

3 

a 

Suopdcn, 

4 

u 

K 

Lal»vllL«, 

Si 

W«l  Bridgew 

ler, 

10 

K 

Dirtmoutb, 

2i 

Towkibury, 

IJ 

t6 

Miyu^d. 

IS 

ei 

B.v.rlj,    . 

Bili^rta, 

St 

■Wtatori, 

13 

36 

BnrllnglOD, 

ft 

«6 

Boiforil.  . 

s 

M 

W.k.Beld, 

Irfilnglon, 

14 

M 

AcafhnM, 

a 

6< 

Goihen,    . 

3 

40 

ea 

Jlarbifbud, 

M 

Wcll»lej, 

SJ 

Oiy  H«>d, 

, 

ST 

Oironl,   . 

18 

Hancock,  . 

1 

SlWBUaTPOK 

.  1        n 

SI 

Uulrotc,    . 

Uonlerrr, 

t 

SB 

Plymoatb. 

sa 

ST 

se 

CnhUHt, 

ST 

M'»lpole,  . 

IS 

Sfl 

E«.Brideo» 

Isr, 

■1        ** 

SI 

Sfl 

.'      m 

«8 

Lanculer, 

s» 

L'ibrid(i<, 

B8 

WeM  KtttbDc;, 

CO 

Norwood, 

ss 

eonlh  bo  rough. 

14 

so 

F*ru,       . 

OS 

Kl>i|;>i<'a, . 

10 

so 

Wh.«ly. 

DS 

Watsitgirn, 

3T 

N 

BO.SB..IJ.W, 

IM 

38 
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Typhoid  Fever — Continued. 


Kamber 

Mnrtallty 

of  Detths. 

1 

Rank. 

Rowley,    .... 

9 

69 

Brimficld, 

9 

69 

Freetown, 

10 

69 

Qloucehter, 

148 

69 

Orange,     . 

24 

69 

Wllllamnburg, 

17 

70 

Hyde  Park, 

65 

70. 

Asbby, 

7 

70 

Peabody,  . 

eo 

72 

WlocheDdoD, 

29 

72 

lliddleborough 

41 

72 

Yarmoutb, 

17 

72 

Falmouth, 

19 

72 

Wen  ham, . 

7 

72 

Temploton, 

22 

72 

llALIlEN,  . 

110 

73 

Btoneham, 

80 

73 

Canton,     . 

80 

73 

Framingharo, 

64 

73 

Stoukhtoo, 

89 

78 

Mattapoi»ctt, 

11 

74 

"WlnchcHler, 

31 

75 

Blackvtone, 

41 

77 

Manvfiold, 

24 

78 

Cheshire,  . 

13 

78 

CnSLSEA,  . 

194 

78 

Natick,      . 

72 

78 

Danvert»,  . 

56 

78 

namllton, . 

8 

78 

Lane^borough, 

11 

79 

BauguH,     . 

24 

79 

Oroton.     . 

16 

79 

Wareham, 

25 

70 

WORCKSTER, 

622 

79 

Easthain,  . 

7 

80 

Lynntleld, 

6 

80 

Hh!rley,     . 

12 

81 

Chester,     . 

13 

81 

D«^dham,  . 

65 

81 

Lynn, 

355 

81 

Pepperell, 

21 

82 

Brockton, 

144 

82 

Eatton,     . 

85 

82 

Cummlngton, 

8 

83 

Florida,     . 

7 

84 

New  Salcro, 

8 

85 

Swamptcott, 

23 

86 

QUINCT,     . 

104 

86 

'Windsor,  . 

6 

86 

Oranby,    . 

T 

86 

Nantackel, 

36 

86 

Number 
of  Deaths. 


Upton,     . 
Bozborough,  . 
Chelmsford,    . 
Ipswich, . 

NORTIIAXPTON, 

Tyngsborough, 

New  Bedford, 
I  Carli*]«>,  . 
I  Ballsbnry, 
I  Marlborough, 

Newbury, 

IloUfston, 

Ashburnharo, 

New  A»hford, 

Bhelburnc, 

Tafnton, 

Northbridge,' 

Sandwich, 

Nor  well,  . 

Deerfleld, 

Grovelaid, 

Peteroham, 

Athol,      . 

Salem,    . 
I  Shrewsbury, 
I   Dracut,    . 

Acton, 

Ilattield, . 

Sharon,   . 
i  Sdtunte,  . 
I  Sudbury, 
I  Randolph, 

Mcdfloia, 

'    BOdTON,  . 

Edgartown, 

Ai>htl«>ld, 

Swanzey, 

IIAVEKIIILL, 

Rutland,  . 

Qreentield, 

Merriniac, 

nuntlngtoQ, 
■  I>nox,     . 
j  Biirnstuble, 
.  Medway, . 

Bcllingham, 
I  Chatham, 
I  Spencer, . 
I  Southwick, 

THE  8TATE, 


19 

3 

24 

85 

116 
6 

282 
6 
39 
99 
16 
30 
20 
2 
16 

216 
40 
86 
18 
86 
22 
11 
46 

273 
16 
16 
18 
15 
15 
25 
12 
41 
14 
3,667 
14 
11 
14 

197 
11 
44 
17 
13 
23 
46 
42 
13 
S4 
80 
IS 

1l(4t1 


MorUlity 
Rank. 


86 
86 
86 
87 
87 
87 
87 
88 
88 
88 
88 
89 
80 
00 
91 
91 
91 
91 
91 
91 
91 
91 
92 
92 
92 
02 
92 
92 
92 
98 
94 
94 
94 
94 
94 
96 
06 
96 
96 
96 
96 
9T 
9T 
9T 
08 
08 
08 
08 
100 
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Typhoid  Fever  —  Continned. 

ch  tbo  DiorLHltty  from  tf phoLil  fvvar  wu  mbore  the  «Tflr*f «  bi 


Numbtr 
of  l>OiUll. 

UotHIIIJ 

-•ss. 

Mot1»lll)r 

Lunenburg, 

13 

100     . 

Mllford,  . 

118 

no 

WutBlMlilirtdge, 
aieudon,    .       . 

11 

101 

lll'"'.^ """"'  ' 

" 

n! 

TDUand,    . 

fi 

loa 

Auburn.  . 

11 

110 

M.r.hatld,     . 

■Wlnlhrop, 

14 

102 

WmijiDi-lowo, 

IS 

no 

jMUeboronjh, 

Li-lc«tar, 

47 

103 

CheiUMBdd,  . 

10 

110 

MettaDtn,  . 

Otleani,  . 

Beekonk.  . 

11 

m 

GrmovLUe,       . 
CutUge  Ctlf,  . 

10 

m 

eoulbtmplOd, 

in 

Oikhani,  . 

10 

!«< 

Koy-Lloa.      . 

10 

lit 

Br-am™. 

IM 

Uitwluh, 

1S» 

!n 

i'ora  broke,      . 

Bedford,  . 

32 

IM 

BluEkb ridge,   . 

la 

lit 

W 

IM 

Bheffleld. 

w 

BiDovsr,  . 

K 

IDT 

AJllKUd,.           . 

33 

in 

Biuthridge, 

24 

lo; 

Doflglu. . 

31 

117 

Wiilva,       . 

We.I  8prlngfl.ld. 

u 

HI 

Sorfolk,  .       . 

ISO 

BoylatoD, . 

111 

lOT 

Fall  R"ib,  . 

711 

1» 

los 

Gmftoo, . 

Colmln.     . 

31 

IM 

U 

ISO 

Prtneelon, 

13 

lOB 

r.lraer.   . 

130 

PlIIOD,       . 

: 

log 

CoD-.y..       . 

is 

130 

■Wurreq,    . 

Berlin,     ,       . 

euad«rl*Dd, 

^ 

10» 

Wrcniham.     . 

3fl 

laa 

niaidnle,  . 

10 

IM 

Pbllll|»lDn.     . 

B 

13* 

H.rY.rd.  . 

110 

BFHIHUriELD, 

BaldBD,     . 

Sodh  Adiirai. 

m 

IT 

110 

HopklmoB,     . 

0« 

130 

Toplflald,. 

14 

110 

1  B«rr.,      .       . 

sa 

1ST 

11. 

1           14 

Bi1d(a«iur, 

Wuhlnflon. 
Bover.       . 

" 

Nonli  AndoTitr. 

DBdi-r.  .     . 

!        1' 

13T 

PlTTin  ELD, 

Hill,         .       . 

138 

AblDglcn. 

lU 

DaihBry,        . 

1            33 

Bochi-.ter, 

13 

Lltllelon. 

130 

Wealborouch, 

«i 

Clarktbnrg,    . 

1        II 

140 

Norlhboroinh, 

lis 

Pr«coK,.       . 

1*0 

Rock  pen, . 

ig 

Hi 

Ambsnt, 

1            H 

lU 

W.rwlok,. 

a 

ii» 

!  Havoy,     .       . 

M 

lis 

'  C.r.er,    .       . 

IS 

141 

Backliiid, 

■" 

11. 

SuHon,     .       , 

1             *' 

143 
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Typhoid  Fever  —  Concluded. 


Number 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality 
Hank. 

,                                                  Number 

of  Deaths. 

1 

Mortality 
Kank. 

Noctb  Brookfleld,    . 

m 

US 

Erring,    .... 

14 

147 

Wfeatport, 

45 

143 

CharlerooDt,   . 

15 

148 

Montague, 

TO 

144 

Hardwlck, 

86 

148 

West  Boylaton, 
Russell,     .... 

4T 
18 

144 

145 

Blandford, 

Ludlow,  .... 

16 
25 

150 
150 

HudaoD,    .... 

eo 

14T 

1 

Cities  and  towun  in  which 
above  the  average  of  lbs  State 


the  mortality  iroax  typhoid  fever  was  mure  than  fifty  per  cent. 


1 
New  Marlborough,  .        .  '           81 

152 

Northfleld, 

80 

172 

BolioD,      . 

1          15 

153 

Becket,    . 

21 

172 

Brewster, . 

10 

153 

Marion,    . 

18 

173 

Belchertown,    . 

89 

158 

I^ieverett, . 

14 

173 

CaCGOPEI, 

189 

154 

Westfleld, 

156 

178 

Hawley,    . 

10 

155 

Otis, 

15 

175 

LOMTILL,    . 

977 

155 

Egremont, 

17 

178 

Adams,     . 

170 

155 

Great  Barrington, 

91 

180 

South  Had  ley. 

00 

156 

Monroe,  . 

4 

181 

Hadley,     . 

83 

156 

New  Braintree, 

12 

181 

Worth!  ngton, 

18 

158 

Agawam, 

45 

186 

Wendell,  . 

8 

158 

Wllbraham,    . 

84 

192 

Leu,  . 

69 

161 

Dennis,    . 

1            69 

193 

Webster,  . 

100 

161 

Brookfield,      . 

62 

202 

Houtbbrldge,     < 

114 

162 

HOLTOKB, 

1          49S 

203 

Westhanipton, 

10 

163 

'  Bhuteabury,    . 

12 

20S 

HubbardMton, 

25 

166 

Pelham,  . 

14 

209 

Sandlsflehi, 

80 

166 

Mashpee, 

8 

212 

Tyrlngham, 

10 

169 

Middlcfield,    . 

15 

213 

Tisbury,    . 

28 

169 

Ware, 

123 

221 

Lawrence, 

689 

1 

170 

Dal  ton,    . 

51 

228 

Cholera  Infantum. 

This  disease,  which  is  responsible  for  a  large  share  of  tho 
mortality  of  children  in  New  England  during  the  summer 
months,  caused  the  death  of  42,375  children  during  the  period 
of  twenty  years  (1871-90).  The  death  rate  from  this  cause 
was  11.9  per  10,000  for  the  twenty-year  period,  and  the  ratio 
to  the  total  mortality  was  5.9  per  cent.  Undoubtedly  many 
cases  of  death  are  recorded  under  this  head  which  properly  be- 
long under  the  title  of  other  diarrhceal  diseases  of  children.  It 
is,  however,  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  draw  a  sharp  line  of 
distinction.    Hence  the  statistics  must  be  taken  as  they  are. 
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The  annual  mortality  attributed  to  this  cause  for  each  year 
during  the  period  was  as  follows  :  — 


TEARS. 


1871,   

1872 

1873,   

1874 

1875 

187«,   

1877 

1878 

1879,   

1880, 

Average,  ten  yean,  1871-80, 

^ 


Death  lUU 
per  10,000 

fh>m  Cholera 
Infantom. 


11.5 
21.2 
1«.2 
14.4 
15.8 
12.0 
11.0 
0.4 
7.0 
11.8 


13.0 


TEARS. 


1881, 

1882, 

1888 

1884. 

1885 

ri  1880, 

1887, 

1S88. 

1889 

1890, 

Average,  ten  year«,  1881-90, 


Death  Rate 
per  10,000 

fh>in  Cholera 
Infantam. 


10.2 

11.7 

10.3 

10.9 

9.5 

9.8 

10.6 

10.7 

9.9 

11.1 


10.4 


Average  of  twenty  yeara, 11.88 


The  mortality  rate  from  cholera  infantum  for  the  second 
period  of  ten  years  was  less  than  that  of  the  first  ten 
years. 

This  table  shows  a  great  difference  in  the  mortality  of  differ- 
ent years  of  the  period  under  consideration,  the  extremes  being 
21.2  per  10,000  in  1872  and  7.9  in  1879,  The  year  1872  was 
a  year  of  unusually  high  mortality  for  most  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  and  the  general  death  rate  (22.8  per  1,000)  was  the 
highest  not  only  during  the  twenty-year  period  but  also  during 
the  forty  years  ( 1851-90).  The  mortality  rate  from  small-pox, 
measles,  scarlet-fever,  typhoid  fever  and  also  from  phthisis 
was  in  each  case  higher  in  1872  than  the  average  of  the  twenty 
years. 

In  connection  with  these  data  it  should  be  added  that  the 
birth  rate  of  1872  was  also  comparatively  high,  although  it  was 
slightly  exceeded  in  1873  and  in  1874 ;  while  the  birth  rate  of 
1879  (in  which  the  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  was  at 
the  minimum)  was  the  lowest  of  the  years  for  the  forty-year 
period  (1851-90). 
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Diatribution  by  Counties. 

The  ratios  of  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  by  counties  for 
the  twenty-year  period  (1871-90)  were  as  follows,  with  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  each  :  — 


COUNTIES. 


Number  of 

Deatbi  frum 

Cholera 

Infantum. 


Katlo  per  10,000 

of  the 

Population. 


Ratio  per  10,000 

of  the  I'opulatlun 

nuder  6  Years. 


Bamatable, 
Berkshire,  . 
Bristol, 
Dukea, 
Eaaex, 
Franklin,     . 
Ilainpden,  . 
Hampshire, 
Middlesex,  . 
Nantucket, . 
Norfolk,      . 
Plymouth,  . 
Suffolk, 
Worcester,  . 

THE  STATE, 


228 
1,812 
4,408 

6.676 

460 

2,861 

818 

8.288 

30 

1,640 

1,033 

10,907 

4.028 

42,375 


8.67 
0.60 

16.86 
8.96 

11.40 
6.37 

13.68 
8.60 

18.06 
4.02 
8.02 
6.98 

14.06 

10.86 

11.88 


41.4 
82.8 

147.0 
64.0 

118.0 
65.7 

127.7 
93.7 

124.8 
04.6 
80.7 
75.0 

138.3 

100.0 

116.8 


The  e.xtromes  were  Bristol  County,  with  a  ratio  of  15.85  per 
10,000  of  ihc  total  population,  or  147  per  10,000  of  the  popu- 
lation of  children  under  5  years;  and  Barnstable  County,  with 
a  ratio  of  3.57  per  10,000  of  the  population  at  large,  or  64  per 
10,000  of  the  children  living  under  5  years  of  age.  When 
compared  with  the  living  population  under  5  years,  Dukes, 
Nantucket  and  Franklin  counties  had  nearly  identical  and  low 
ratios  of  mortality. 


Relation  to  Density  of  Population. 

In  the  following  tables  the  relation  of  the  mortality  from 
cholera  infantum  to  the  density  of  population  is  clearly  shown. 
The  same  arnmgement  is  employed  as  in  the  other  diseases 
>vhich  are  treated  of  in  this  paper :  — 
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Counties  of  iias$achw>Ms  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Bales  from 

Cholera  Infantum  {1871-90),  that  of  the  Stale  being  taken  as  100,  the 
Density  of  Population  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Living  Person. 


c..„.„. 

Utnilv  of 

Each  P.tMB. 

MorUIHT 

Children 
DDdtrS. 

BarniuUla 

T.S 

30 

SB 

18.M 

DDk« 

18.1 

S3 

K 

is.es 

Nniilockel 

W.M 

FniokJtD 

11. S 

M 

ts 

1B.4T 

W 

M 

iB.n 

M 

w 

23.  M 

namp.blrB 

so 

B«rbalilre 

M 

U.M 

WoreeilM 

n 

w 

».« 

M 

in 

101 
100 

THE  STATE, 

ts.w 

MlddlcKi 

110 

IM 

U.M 

HMipden 

B.a 

10» 

M.OB 

lis 

lis 

The  i-eliition  of  density  of  population  to  the  mortality  fi'ora 
cholera  inrHnfuin  is  not  only  shown  in  the  foregoing  table  but 
also  in  the  following,  in  which  the  counties  are  divided  into 
three  groups,  arranged,  as  in  the  other  diseases,  according  to 
their  density ;  — 


— -™-— ;- 

c„„,x,... 

h: 

Al[«. 

I.  Cauolj  In  which  lh«r.  !•  lew 
llud  one  icre  10  f  >cb  lotaibluul, 

II.  CouoliM  taavlnj  mo™  thun 

III.  Coanlle.  having  moff  tbiD 
fuur  acfH  lo  each  InbaUlUiiI, 

Suffolk,    . 

ElHI,         . 

Brlalul,     .       .        . 
Norfolk.  .        .        . 
BampdcD,        .       . 

nampihlre,      . 
B»ikahlrB,        .       . 
Bamitdble,  Duk»  | 
and  NanlutkM.    | 
FMBkllo, .       .       . 

3.3 

4.4 

£.9 
T.7 

S.0 

ll.i 

1 

-«7 

W 
30 
M 

1 

i 
1 

113 
110 

it 

M 
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Stating  the  foregoing  in  a  different  manner :  — 

The  mortality  of  Jen^e  districts  was 1,000 

The  mortality  of  medium  districts  was 898 

The  mortality  of  sparse  districts  was C35 

The  difference,  therefore,  between  the  mortality  of  the  medium 
and  that  of  the  dense  districts  was  less  than  the  difference 
between  the  mortality  of  the  sparse  and  that  of  the  medium 
districts. 

Classification  by  Towns, 

An  examination  of  the  extremes  in  the  table  of  towns  pre- 
senting the  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  in  each  for  the  period 
of  twenty  years  (1871-90)  shows  very  clearly  some  of  the 
principal  conditions  which  are  favorable  to  the  prevalence  of 
this  destructive  disease. 

There  were  7  towns  in  which  no  deaths  were  reported  from 
this  cause  during  the  period  in  question.  Five  of  this  number 
(Alford,  Mt.  Washington,  Monroe,  Goshen  and  Plainfield)  are 
west  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  all  are  remote  from  dense 
centres  of  population.  (See  Map  No.  f>.)  The  remaining  two 
(Eastham  and  Mashpee)  are  sea-coast  towns  upon  Cape  Cod. 
The  7  towns  are  all  towns  of  small  population,  the  entire 
population  of  the  7  being  but  2,541,  and  the  average  of  each 
363.  The  ratio  of  children  in  these  towns  is  also  small.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  5  western  towns  are  chiefly  farmers.  Those 
of  the  2  towns  in  Barnstable  County  are  chiefly  engaged  in 
fishing  and  the  culture  of  cranberries. 

Still  further :  in  the  first  50  towns  upon  the  list,  including 
the  7  towns  already  named,  there  are  only  2  towns  having  a 
population  of  more  than  2,000  in  each,  and  the  general  char- 
acter and  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  much  like  that  of 
the  7  towns  at  the  head  of  the  list.  The  first  group  of  towns 
having  a  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  50  per  cent,  less  than 
that  of  the  State  embraces  171  towns,  in  which  number  are 
only  2  towns  having  a  population  of  more  than  5,000  in  each, 
by  the  census  of  1880.     These  were  Plymouth  and  Natick. 

No  city  appears  in  the  list  until  the  229th  place  is  reached, 
and  this  first  city  (Newton)  can  scarcely  be  called  a  city  except 
in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.     It  is  composed  mainly  of  a 
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well-to-do  and  wealthy  class  of  citizens,  with  a  comparatively 
small  ratio  of  tenement-houses  or  laboring  people. 

The  next  cities  to  appear  in  the  list  are  Maiden,  Newbury- 
port  and  Waltham. 

Of  the  34  cities  and  towns  at  the  other  extreme,  15  are 
cities,  in  each  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  ratio  of  manu- 
facturing population,  living  under  conditions  unfavorable  to  the 
welfare  of  young  children. 

At  the  extreme  of  high  mortality  (places  having  a  mortality 
from  cholera  infantum  more  than  50  per  cent,  higher  than  that 
of  the  State)  are  5  municipalities,  including  4  large  factory 
cities  and  1  town  of  the  same  character. 

The  singularly  uniform  and  high  mortality  rank  of  Winthrop 
and  Belmont,  towns  of  small  population,  and  having  com- 
paratively favorable  conditions  with  reference  to  climatic, 
sanitary  and  social  circumstances,  is  quite  remarkable,  and 
appears  to  be  more  than  a  mere  coincidence.  During  the 
period  in  question  there  were  59  deaths  in  Winthrop  from 
cholera  infantum.  If  all  these  had  been  credited  to  tiio  town, 
Winthrop  would  have  ranked  highest  in  its  mortality  rate  from 
cholera  infantum  except  one  (Fall  River)  ;  but  23  of  these 
deaths  occurred  at  the  sea-shore  home  for  infants,  and  should 
therefore  not  be  reckoned  with  those  of  the  town. 

The  high  mortality  of  Winthrop  from  cholera  infantum  is 
probably  due  to  the  practice  of  taking  sick  infants  to  this  town 
from  Boston  for  the  benefit  of  a  change  of  air,  such  children 
being  already  too  far  prostrated  by  the  disease  to  admit  of 
recovery.  To  similar  causes  may  also  possibly  be  attributed 
the  comparatively  high  mortality  ratio  of  Shrewsbury,  Free- 
town, Somerset,  Williamstown,  Hatfield,  South  Hadley  and 
Agawam,  which  are  respectively  near  to  the  cities  and  large 
towns  of  Worcester,  Fall  River,  North  Adams,  Northampton, 
Ilolyoke  and  Springfield. 

In  the  following  table  I  have  also  introduced  a  column  pre- 
senting the  comparative  birth  rate  of  each  city,  that  of  the 
State  being  taken  as  100.  By  this  table  it  appears,  generally 
speaking,  that  the  cities  with  low  birth  rates  also  had  a  low 
death  rate,  and  conversely  those  having  high  birth  rates  had 
high  death  rates  from  cholera  infantum. 

The  notable  exceptions  are  Gloucester  and  Quincy,  which 
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had  high  birth  rates  and  low  death  rates  from  cholera  infantum , 
while  at  the  other  extreme  Lowell  and  Lawrence  had  biilh 
rates  which  were  but  little  above  that  of  the  State,  but  had 
very  high  death  rates  from  cholera  infantum.  The  seven  cities 
havinof  the  hi«:hest  death  rates  from  cholera  infantum  also  had 
birth  rates  higher  than  that  of  the  State.  The  birth  rates  of 
the  cities  are  the  average  birth  rates  of  the  five  census  years, 
1870,  75,  *80,  '85  and  *90. 

Cities. 


Thk  State  «--  100. 

1 

TiiK  Stats  =  100. 

Mortality 
Rank  from 

Cbolcra 
Infantum. 

1 

Birth 
Katei. 

Mortality 

Rank  from 

C'holera 

lufantam. 

• 
Birth 

Ratea. 

NewtoD,     . 

63 

70 

rUUfleld,  . 

105 

00 

Maiden, 

6S 

101 

Chlcopee, . 

110 

106 

New  bury  port,  . 

60 

80 

Haverbili, 

111 

07 

Waltbam,  . 

78 

105 

Somervllle, 

117 

107 

Gloucester, 

75 

117 

Marlborough, 

118 

134 

Brockton,  . 

77 

80 

Bpringtiold,      . 

122 

105 

Taunton,    .   •  . 

77 

101 

Salem, 

123 

8 

Northampton,    . 

M 

03 

Boston,     . 

124 

11 

Lynn, .... 

85 

06 

Worcester,       . 

125 

11 

Quincy, 

87 

116 

Cambridge, 

127 

11« 

Fitcbhurg, . 

91 

101 

Lawrence, 

168 

107 

Now  Bedford,   . 

02 

06 

'  Holyoke,  . 

ISO 

155 

C'helAua, 

04 

100 

Lowell,     . 

185 

106 

Woburn,    . 

101 

110 

FaU  River, 

228 

121 

Employment  of  Mothers  away  from  Home.  — Another  point 
worthy  of  consideration  is  the  relation  of  the  number  of  married 
women  employed  in  factories  to  the  death  rate  from  cholera  in- 
fantum. In  1885  a  State  census  was  taken,  in  which  were  enu- 
merated the  number  of  persons  employed  in  factories,  including 
married  women.  Out  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State  in 
that  year  (1,942,141)  there  were  13,521  married  women  em- 
ployed in  factories.  The  5  factory  cities  and  towns  standing  at 
the  extreme  of  high  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  had  a 
population  of  193,952  in  1885,  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  popu- 
lation of  the  State;  and  3,395  married  women  in  these  places 
were  employed  in  factories,  or  25  per  cent,  of  all  married 
women  so  employed  in  the  State.  The  ratio  of  married  women 
80  employed  in  these  places  to  the  total  population  was  1.7  per 
cent.,  while  in  the  State  it  w^as  but  seven-tenths  of  one  per 
cent.     The  highest  ratio  of  this  class  to  the  total  population 
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was  in  Fall  River  (3.1  per  cent.,  or  1,776),  and  this  city  had 
the  highest  mortality  from  this  cause. 

It  is  worth  while  to  note  also  the  ratio  of  married  women 
employed  in  the  pringpal  industries,  as  compared  with  the 
whole  number  em|)loyed.  In  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes  the  number  of  married  women  employed  in  factories  was 
4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  employed ;  in  woolen  manu- 
facture it  was  5.6  per  cent. ;  in  clothing  manufacture  it  was 
6.9  per  cent. ;  in  cotton  manufacture  it  was  8.2  per  cent. ;  in 
paper  manufacture  it  was  10.4  per  cent.  The  whole  number 
of  married  women  employed  in  these  different  industries  was 
10,782,  or  80  per  cent,  of  all  married  women  employed  in 
factories  in  the  State. 

In  the  cities  in  which  boot  and  shoe  manufacture  is  the  chief 
industry,  the  cholera  infantum  death  rate  was  generally  less 
than  that  of  the  cities  in  which  the  remaining  industries  specified 
are  carried  on  ;  and  the  three  principal  boot  and  shoe  cities  had 
mortality  ratios  from  cholera  infantum  which  were  fairly  pro- 
portionate to  the  ratio  of  married  women  employed  in  these  cities. 

Haverhill,  ranking  quite  high  upon  the  list  (111  as  compared 
with  the  State,  100),  had  a  ratio  of  married  women  employed 
which  was  2.9  per  cent,  of  its  population.  In  Lynn,  with  a 
rank  of  85,  the  ratio  of  married  women  so  employed  was  1.7 
of  the  population.  In  Brockton,  with  a  rank  of  77,  the  ratio 
of  married  women  employed  was  1 .4  per  cent,  of  the  population. 

The  bearing  of  these  statistics  upon  the  subject  is  too 
obvious  to  require  further  discussion.  The  data  would  have 
been  much  more  complete  had  the  ratio  of  these  women  who 
were  mothers  of  young  children  been  included  in  the  same  census. 

A  high  mortality  rate  from  cholera  infantum  occasionally 
exists  in  a  comparatively  small  town,  where  there  are  one  or 
more  densely  populated  manufacturing  villages  in  which  the 
conditions  of  living  may  resemble  those  of  a  large  city.  Such 
towns,  with  high  mortality  rates  from  this  cause,  are  Webster, 
Sutton,  Dudley,  Spencer,  Ware,  Adams  and  Millbury.  Upon 
this  point  Dr.  Haven  says,  in  the  paper  already  quoted :  '*  W^e 
may  have  nil,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  most  vicious  conditions  of 
city  life  in  a  single  tenement-house  in  some  small  town  of 
perhaps  only  a  thousand  inhabitants ;  we  may  have,  that  is, 
the  heat,  the  dirt,  the  overcrowding,  the  bad  dminage  and  the 
artificial  feeding,  which  are  the  concomitants  of  city  life." 
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The  Relation  of  the  Milk  Supply  to  the  Mortality  from 

ChoUra  Infantum. 

For  the  past  nine  years  the  State  Boig*d  of  Health  has  effected 
a  continuous  inspection  of  milk  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns 
of  Massachusetts,  in  which  work  the  Board  has  endeavored  to 
distribute  the  inspection  with  a  fair  degree  of  uniformity 
throughout  the  State.  As  a  matter  of  convenience,  it  has  been 
customary  to  divide  the  State  into  two  portions,  one  including 
the  four  western  counties,  —  Berkshire,  Fmnklin,  Hampshire 
and  Hampden.  In  two  of  the  years  during  which  this  inspection 
has  been  made,  comparisons  were  made  of  the  results  of 
analyses  in  these  two  sections. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  wagons  and 
places  where  milk  is  sold  for  analysis  in  1888  and  1889  was 
5,895,  of  which  5,296  were  collected  in  eastern  Massachusetts 
and  the  remainder  (599)  in  the  four  western  counties.  Of  the 
former  number,  48.3  per  cent,  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  below 
the  legal  standard  of  purity  (13  per  cent,  of  total  solids),  while 
only  16.7  per  cent,  of  the  latter  were  below  the  standard.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  how  many  of  those  which  fell 
below  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  owed  their  deficiency  to 
actual  adulteration  either  by  the  dairymen  or  by  some  of  the 
various  agents  through  whose  hands  the  milk  passed  on  its  way 
to  the  consumer,  and  in  how  many  cases  the  deficiency  was 
merely  a  natural  result  of  impoverished  feeding,  peculiar  breeds, 
age  or  other  conditions.  There  are  also  other  questions  or  con- 
ditions which  seriously  affect  the  quality  of  the  milk  supply, 
such  as  cleanliness  at  the  place  of  its  production,  in  the  care  of 
animals  and  their  surroundings,  as  well  as  of  the  persons  having 
charge  of  the  milking  and  the  subsequent  handling  of  the  milk. 
The  distance  and  the  length  of  time  elapsing  between  the  pro- 
duction of  the  milk  and  its  consumption  have  a  still  further  and 
impoilant  relation  to  its  purity.  This  phase  of  the  subject  has 
been  already  mentioned  in  the  reference  to  a  paper  upon  milk 
supplies  by  Prof.  W.  T.  SedgAvick  (page  665  of  this  report). 

A  large  ratio  of  infants  are  artificially  reared,  and  the  chief 
article  of  food  consumed  for  the  purpose  is  cow's  milk.  No 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  milk  produced  under  unfavorable 
conditions  constitutes  a  factor  of  prime  importance  in  the 
causation  of  cholera  infantum. 
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The  results  of  analyses  already  stated  show  that  the  milk  of 
eastern  Massachusetts  was  adulterated  to  a  degree  nearly  three 
times  as  great  as  that  of  western  Massachusetts ;  and  it  may 
safely  be  affirmed  that  an  average  hundred  samples  of  milk  of 
*'  good  standard  quality,"  purchased  4it  random  of  milkmen  or 
in  shops  or  markets,  in  any  city  or  large  town,  would  also  in 
general  be  of  better  quality,  so  far  as  age,  cleanliness  and 
other  favorable  conditions  are  concerned,  than  another  hundred 
samples  all  of  which  were  deficient  in  the  legal  standard  of  require- 
ments, and  hence  would  be  safer  for  use  as  the  food  of  infants. 

In  the  counties  of  western  Massachusetts,  during  the  six 
years  1885-90,  only  two  occasions  were  found  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  for  prosecutions  of  offenders  against  the  milk 
laws,  while  242  such  prosecutions  were  made  in  the  same 
period  in  the  eastern  counties ;  the  ratio,  when  considered  in 
its  relation  to  population,  being  twenty  times  as  great  in  the 
eastern  as  in  the  western  counties.  This  difference  would  be 
greatly  increased  if  the  convictions  secured  by  city  milk  in- 
spectors in  Boston  and  its  suburbs  were  added  to  the  foregoing. 

The  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  in  the  four  western 
counties,  when  compared  with  that  of  the  eastern  for  the 
twenty  years  under  consideration,  was  as  1,000  to  1,141. 

This  consideration  of  the  question  is  not  very  conclusive, 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  several  large  cities  with  dense 
populations  in  the  western  counties  (Holyoke  and  Springfield)  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  large  tracts  of  sparsely 
populated  country,  like  Barnstable  County,  in  eastern  Massa- 
chusetts. The  comparative  density  of  the  two  sections  of  the 
State  by  census  of  1890  was  as  100  for  the  western  to  355  for 
the  eastern  portion.  A  much  better  comparison  would  have 
been  between  the  rural  towns  as  a  whole,  in  which  very  little 
milk,  comparatively,  is  sold  to  the  consumer,  and  the  cities  in 
which  very  little  is  produced  for  consumption,  while  the  prin- 
cipal volume  of  the  supply  comes  from  a  distance  of  from  ten 
to  one  hundred  miles. 

An  examination  of  the  table  of  towns  (page  840)  shows  that 
nearly  all  of  the  first  two  hundred  towns  in  the  list  are  of  the 
former  class,  while  the  densely  crowded  cities  are  at  the  other 
extreme  of  high  mortality  from  cholera  infantum. 

Still  further,  by  a  stricter  grouping  of  the  State  into  cities 
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and  towns  of  dense  population,  in  which  are  villages  and  densely 
settled  portions,  8*  in  numlier,  and  the  remainder  being  towns 
of  com  para  lively  sparse  p(i])ulat)on,  we  find  that  the  annual 
ratio  of  mortality  per  10,000  of  the  population  in  the  former 
was  13.09,  and  in  the  latter  G.'H;  or,  stated  diilerently,  as 
1,000  in  the  densely  settled  towns  to  474  in  the  sparsely 
settled  cities  and  towns. 

Ctiiesand  Toicnn  of  Mtwachuaelts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  Iheir  Dcalh  Ratea 
frtym  Cholera  Infnntum  in  Twenty  Yean,  Iht  Slate  being  taken  as  100. 
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Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 
Bates  from  Cholera  Infantum,  etc,  —  Continued. 
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Cities  and  Towns  of  MaiiachuKUi  arranged  in  the  Order  of  their  Death 
Rules  from  Cholera  Infantum,  etc  —  CoDchided. 
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Consumption. 

More  deaths  annually  occur  in  Massachusetts  from  phthisis 
or  consumption  than  from  any  other  cause.  In  the  twenty 
years  (1871-90)  the  whole  number  of  deaths  which  were 
reported  in  the  State  from  this  cause  was  112,604,  which  was 
15.7  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  com- 
bined, and  Avas  also  equivalent  to  an  average  annual  mortality 
rate  of  31.6  per  10,000  of  the  living  population. 

The  annual  mortality  attributed  to  this  cause  for  each  year 
of  the  period  was  as  follows  :  — 


TEAK8. 


Death  Rate 
per  10^  from 
Consamptlon. 


1871, 
1872, 
1873. 
1874, 
1876, 
1870, 
18n, 
1878, 
1870, 
1880, 


Average,  1871-80, 


83.Q 
86.2 
35.3 
82.8 
84.7 
32.2 
82.0 
82.0 
80.4 
80.8 


32.7 


YEARS. 


1881, 
1882, 
1883, 
1884, 
1886, 
1888, 
1887, 
1888, 
1880, 
1800, 

Average,  1881-90, 


Death  Rate 
per  10,000  from 
ConsnmpUon. 


32.4 
31.7 
31.5 
30.3 
80.7 
20.5 
28.5 
27.1 
25.7 
25.0 


29.2 


Average  of  the  twenty  yeara 81.6 


From  this  table  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  mortality  rate  from  this  cause,  when  the  two 
successive  decades  are  compared,  the  reduction  amounting  to 
3.5  per  10,000,  or  a  little  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  aver- 
age mortality  rate  for  twenty  years. 


Distribution  by  Counties. 

The  ratio  of  mortality  per  10,000  of  the  living  popula- 
tion was  as  follows,  by  counties,  for  the  twenty-year  period 
(1871-90):  — 
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COUNTIES. 


Bamttable, 
Berkshire, . 
Bristol,  « . 
Dukes,  . 
Essex,  • 
Franklin,  • 
Hampden,  . 
Hampshire, 
Middlesex, . 
Nantucket, 
Norfolk,  . 
Plymouth,  • 
Suffolk,  . 
"Worcester, 

TH£  STATE, 


Deaths  from 
Phthisis. 


2,108 

3,276 

8,704 

225 

15,615 
1,808 
6,035 
2,573 

20.177 

838 

6,150 

4,421 

29,581 

12,693 

112,804 


Ratio  per  10,000  of 
the  Population. 


83.0 
23.7 
31.3 
26.2 
31.0 
25.1 
28.5 
27.2 
31.7 
45.3 
26.7 
29.8 
38.1 
2S.0 

31.6 


The  extremes  of  mortality  were  Nantucket,  with  a  ratio  of 
45.3  per  10,000,  and  Berkshire,  with  23.7. 


Density  of  Population. 

The  relation  of  the  mortality  from  consumption  to  the  density 
of  population  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  in  which  the 
State  is  taken  as  an  average  or  standard  of  comparison  :  — 

Counties  of  Massachusetts  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Rates  from 
Phthisis  (1872-90),  that  of  the  Stale  being  taken  as  100,  the  Density 
of  Populalian  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Living  Person. 


COUNTIES. 


Density  of  Population, 
Acres  to  Each  Person. 


Mortalitj  Rank  from 
Phthisis,  the  State— 100. 


Berkshire,  . 
Franklin,     . 
Dukos, 
Norfolk, 
Hampshire, 
"Worcester,  . 
Hampden,    . 
Plymouth,    . 
Bristol, 

TH£   STATE, 

Middlesex,  . 
Essex,  . 
Barnstable,  . 
Suffolk, 
Nantucket,  . 


8.0 
11.8 
1.4 
3.3 
7.7 
4.4 
8.0 
6.0 
2.6 

t.9 

1.7 

1.8 
7.6 
.07 
11.2 


76 
70 
83 
84 
86 
80 
00 
06 
00 

100 

100.5 

101 

104 

121 

144 
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In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  still  further  arranged 
or  classified  in  groups,  according  to  their  density  of  popula- 
tion, an  opportunity  being  thus  presented  of  comparing  the 
averages  of  each  group  with  the  mortality  from  phthisis :  — 


Counties  oiol'pkd  accoidino  to  thbib 

DBNHIIT  of  roPL'LATION. 


COUNTIES. 


Acres  to  Each  , 
Person. 


Mortal  It  J 

Raok  from 

Phtbisla. 


I.  County  in  which  there  is  less  than  Ane 
acre  to  each  i>erson, 

II.  Counties  having  more  than  one  acre 
but  less  than  four  acres  to  each  person,  . 


III.    Counties  having  more  than  fonr  acres 
to  each  person, 


Suffolk,    . 

Kssex, 
Middlesex, 
Bristol,     . 
Norfolk,  . 
Hampden, 

WorccMer, 

Plymouth, 

Hampshire, 

Berkshire, 

Barnstable,   Dukes  | 
and  Nantucket,     \ 

Franklin, . 


.07 

1.8] 

•H 

1.7 

?< 

tt 

2.5 

f   M 

IS 

3.3 

0 

t» 

3.9J 

< 

121 


4.4n 
6.0 
7.7 
7.6 

0.0 

11. 8J 


> 


80 
06 
86 
76 

106 

79 


s 


^5? 

%m 
> 


By  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  the  mortality  from  phthisis, 
when  large  groups  are  considered,  bears  a  tolenibly  definite 
relation  to  the  density  of  population.  By  a  further  division, 
it  ap[>ears  that  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in  Massachusetts 
diminishes  in  its  ratio  to  the  distance  from  the  sea-coast. 
Dividing  the  State  counties  into  the  following  groups,  the 
mortality  for  phthisis  was  as  follows  :  — 


GROUPS. 


1.  All  of  the  sea-coast  couniivs  except  Suffolk, 

'1.  Worcester  County, 

3.  The  Connecticut  River  counties,     . 

4.  Berkshire  County, 


Annual  Ratio  of 

Mortality  fkxmi 

Phthisis  per  10,000 

of  Popalatlon. 

31.1 
27.0 
27.4 
23.7 

Nantucket,  at  the  extreme  east,  and  with  an  insular  climate, 
had  a  ratio  of  45.3.  I  have  excepted  Suffolk  County  from  the 
foregoing  list,  for  the  reason  that  its  excessive  density  of  pop- 
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ulation  and  the  existence  in  Boston  of  several  large  hospitals 
and  places  where  consumptives  are  received  as  patients  may  be 
considered  as  having  much  greater  influence  than  geographical 
position  upon  the  -phthisis  death  rate.  Admitting  Sufiblk 
County  to  the  list,  with  its  mortality  ratio  of  38.1,  the  mortality 
rate  of  the  group  thus  constituted  would  be  33.1. 

If  we  assume  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in  the  western 
county  (Berkshire)  as  1,000,  that  of  the  Connecticut  valley 
counties  was  1,160;  that  of  Worcester  County  was  1,177; 
that  of  the  sea-coast  counties  (except  Suffolk)  was  1,312; 
that  of  Suffolk  was  1,608  ;  that  of  Nantucket  was  1,911. 

A  similar  observation  was  made  by  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch,  in 
his  paper  entitled  "Consumption  in  Massachusetts/' and  at  a 
later  date  it  was  also  very  clearly  shown  by  Dr.  W.  Everett 
Smith,  in  another  paper  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  in  1888. 

Being  desirous  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent,  if  any,  this 
decrease  is  manifested  in  a  westerly  direction,  I  wrote  to 
the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York, 
asking  information  upon  the  subject;  and  he  replied  that 
*'  it  has  always  been  evident  that  the  relative  mortality 
from  consumption  has  been  highest  by  far  in  the  maritime 
district.  The  Hudson  Valley  district  is  next,  and  third  in  the 
series  I  think  is  the  Lake  Ontario  and  western  district.  It  is 
to  bo  noted  that  these  are  districts  of  high  urban  population." 

Classification  by  Towns. 

In  examining  the  list  of  cities  and  towns,  the  10  towns 
having  the  lowest  ratios  upon  the  list  are  all  small  towns, 
having  an  average  population  in  each  of  but  828.  Three  only 
had  more  than  1,000  inhabitants  in  each.  Four  of  the  number 
are  Berkshire  towns.  New  Ashford,  lowest  in  rank,  is  a  small 
town  of  203  inhabitants  (census  of  1880),  upon  very  high 
land,  south-west  of  Mt.  Greylock,  the  highest  land  in  the 
State.  It  has  a  population  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
farming.  Dunstable,  Littleton  and  Burlington  are  three  farm- 
ing towns  of  small  population,  situated  in  northern  Middlesex, 
and  not  far  apart.  Their  inhabited  portions  are  mostly  high 
and  dry.  Nahant,  Revere  and  Winthrop  are  three  nearly 
contiguous  towns  upon  the  sea-coast,  each  having  a  resident 
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and  transient  summer  population  of  considerable  size,  in 
addition  to  the  permanent  population. 

Of  the  32  towns  in  Berkshire,  7  held  positions  more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  lower  than  the  average  of  the  State  in  their 
mortality  from  consumption,  acid  only  1  of  the  number,  the 
small  town  of  Alford,  had  a  death  rate  from  this  cause  which 
was  higher  than  that  of  the  State. 

There  was  not  one  town  in  the  State  in  which  there  w^as  no 
death  from  consumption  in  the  twenty  years,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  ranged  from  2  only  in  New  Ashford  up  to  28,666 
in  Boston. 

The  first  city  to  appear  in  the  list  is  Newton,  ranking  as  60 
(the  State  being  100),  and  foIIo\ved  by  other  cities  in  the 
following  order :  — 


N«wton,  . 

60 

Cbelaes,  . 

.       02 

Bulcm,     . 

.      103 

PitUfield, 

75 

Holyoke,         . 

.       02 

Lynn, 

.      104 

Gloucester,     . 

82 

Wobura, 

03 

New  Bedford, 

.      105 

QulDcy,   . 

82 

TanDton, 

04 

Fall  River,      . 

.    lo- 

Fitchburg, 

83 

BrocktoD, 

04 

Chicopec, 

in 

Maiden,  . 

86 

Cambridge,     . 

04 

Jewell,    . 

lU 

Springtield,     . 

89 

Marlborough, 

06 

Newburyport, 

'  .      114 

Somervillo, 

89 

Northampton, 

97 

Lawrence, 

.      122 

Worcester, 

90 

Uaverhlll, 

08 

BOktOll,     . 

.      127 

Waltham, 

01 

At  the  other  extreme,  the  two  small  Indian  towns  of  Gay 
Head  and  Mashpee  only  hud  phthisis  death  rates  more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  the  average. 

Out  of  the  14  towns  of  which  Barnstable  Count  v  was  com- 
prised  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  (1871-90),  9  are  to  be 
found  among  those  having  a  mortality  rate  from  phthisis  as 
great  as  or  greater  than  that  of  the  State  at  large. 

Of  the  58  cities  and  towns  which  had  high  ratios  (higher 
than  those  of  the  State),  36  were  in  the  sea-coast  and  island 
counties  of  Essex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barn- 
stable, Dukes  and  Nantui'ket.  These  36  towns  contained  over 
85  per  cent,  of  the  po[>ulation  of  the  group  of  58.  Nineteen 
out  of  this  number  are  situated  immediately  upon  the  sea-coast. 

The  only  cities  and  large  towns  having  high  i*atios  of  mortal- 
ity from  phthisis,  and  also  located  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  sea-coast,  are  Lowell,  Chicopee,  Ware  and  Miiford. 


/ 
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A  similar  tabulation  was  made  in  1865  by  Dr.  Geo.  Derby, 
afterward  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  This  table 
included  a  period  of  ten  years,  none  of  which  were  within  the 
time  of  the  present  inquiry.  These  were  the  ten  years  1856- 
65.  From  this  table  I  copy  the  25  towns  at  the  two  extremes 
of  greatest  and  least  mortality  :  — 


Bank, 

the 

Bute 

-100. 

Lcn^t  Mortality  (Fen  Years, 

1856-65),  beginning  with 

the  Tuwna  having  the 

Least  Mortality. 

Batloper 
10,000. 

Bank, 
the 

Bute 
-100. 

Greatest  Mortality  (Ten  Tears 

1866-65),   ending    with 

the  Towns  having  the 

Greatest  MorUIity. 

1 

Batio  per 

10,000. 

17 

Mount  Washington, . 

6.2 

121 

Harwich,    .... 

45.2 

23 

Monroe, 

8.5 

122 

Pepperell,  . 

45.6 

25 

-ClarkRburg, 

0.5 

122 

Hanover,     . 

45.5 

20 

Revere, 

9.7 

122 

Lunenburg, 

45.5 

28 

Nahant, 

10.5 

124 

Lawbemcb, 

46.8 

32 

Cheshire,    . 

11.8 

125 

Ware, 

46.7 

33 

Hancock,    . 

12.2 

125 

Ashby, 

46.7 

85 

Weston, 

12.0 

126 

West  Newbury, 

47.2 

85 

Rowe, 

12.9 

128 

Cheatcrflold, 

47.8 

85 

Windsor,    . 

13.1 

128 

Bnfleld, 

47.8 

35 

Richmond, . 

18.1 

128 

Tyngsborougb, . 

47.8 

87 

Chester, 

18.7 

128 

Royalston, . 

47.8 

40 

Chelmsford, 

14.0 

120 

MiUbury,    . 

J 

48.1 

41 

Belmont,     . 

15.5 

129 

Salisbury,  . 

48.8 

43 

Middleton,  . 

16.0 

130 

Rockport,  . 

48.5 

44 

Auburn, 

16.4 

131 

Wales, 

48.8 

44 

Becket, 

16.4 

131 

Oakham,     . 

49.0 

45 

New  Ashford,    . 

16.7 

133 

Russell,      . 

40.5 

45 

Otis,    . 

17.0 

133 

Nortbfleld, . 

40.7 

47 

West  Roxbary, 

17.7 

135 

Chatham,    . 

50.3 

49 

Chilmark,  . 

18.3 

140 

Fall  Rivbr, 

52.3 

50 

iAlford, 

18.5 

142 

Orleans, 

52.0 

51 

Edgartown, 

18.0 

143 

Wenham,   . 

53.5 

51 

Tewksbury, 

18.0 

144 

Upton, 

53.7 

51 

Holland, 

10.1 

145 

Randolph,  . 

54.3 

100,  THE  STATE 3.73 


In  the  foregoing  lists  of  towns  having  high  and  low  mortality 
from  con3umpti(m  we  find  that  13  towns  in  the  list  of  low 
mortality  are  west  of  the  Connecticut  River.  Twenty-three 
out  of  the  25  continued  to  have  low  or  comparatively  low  ratios 
in  the  later  period,  and  among  these  Nahant,  Weston,  Rich- 
mond and  New  Ashford  retained  positions  quite  near  the 
minimum  in  both  periods.  Alford  was  the  only  town  having  a 
low  rank  in  the  earlier  list  which  changed  its  position  to  a  high 
rank  in  the  later. 
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In  the  lists  of  towns  having  high  mortality  from  consump- 
tion tho  names  of  Randolph,  Chatham  and  Orleans  appear  in 
both  groups,  while  Fall  River,  Ware  and  Rockport  appear  in  the 
former  list,  and  also  have  comparatively  high  positions  in 
the  later  list.  The  two  small  towns  of  Wales  and  Oakham 
show  a  very  marked  improvement,  having  been  the  9th  and 
10th  in  point  of  high  mortality  in  the  earlier  list,  while  in 
the  later  list  (1871-90)  Wales  appears  among  the  20  towns 
having  lowest  mortality,  and  Oakham  has  a  comparatively 
low  position.  The  towns  of  Upton,  Northfield,  Russell,  Salis- 
bury, Millbury,  Royalston,  Tyngsborough,  Enfield,  Chester- 
field, West  Newbury,  Ashby,  Pepperell  and  Lunenburg 
changed  their  position  from  a  high  to  a  comparatively'  low 
rank. 

Among  the  cities,  Newton  maintains  a  very  low  rank  in 
each  table,  and  Holyoke,  which  was  a  small  town  in  the  earlier 
period,  was  lowest  in  the  earlier  list  but  has  nn  intermediate 
place  in  the  later  table. 

In  the  earlier  table  Fall  River  was  the  only  city  among  the 
20  places  having  the  highest  mortality  from  phthisis,  but  in 
tho  later  list  Boston  appears  among  the  20  highest  as  the  city 
having  highest  ratio  of  mortality  from  phthisis ;  while  Law- 
rence, Newbury  port,  Lowell  and  Chicopce  follow  in  the  order 
named,  and  Fall  River  takes  a  lower  position  than  either  of 
these. 

It  would  have  been  an  extremely  interesting  inquiry  to  have 
carried  out  in  this  paper  the  same  line  of  investigation  pursued 
in  Dr.  Bowditch's  address  in  1862,  in  which  he  published  his 
doctrine  of  soil  moisture  as  a  cause  or  favoring  condition  for 
the  development  of  phthisis.  Such  an  investigation,  however, 
would  have  been  impossible  within  the  limits  of  this  paper, 
since  it  would  have  required  the  obtaining  of  facts  relative  to 
the  residence  of  each  of  the  112,000  persons  who  were  re- 
ported to  have  died  of  consumption  in  this  period  of  twenty 
years. 

Another  doctrine  in  which  Dr.  Bowditch  expressed  his  belief 
quite  strongly  at  later  periods  was  the  infectiousness  of  con* 
sumption  (see  papers  in  *<  Atlantic  Monthly,"  Vol.  23,  page 
179, 1869 ;  and  ''  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  1864, 
article  *'  Is  consumption  ever  contagious?"),  which  appears  to 
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be  confirmed  by  the  present  inquiry ;  that  is  to  say,  phthisis 
reaches  its  highest  ratio,  of  mortality  in  the  most  densely  settled 
districts  of  the  State,  in  the  following  ratio  :  — 

Mortality  of  dense  districts, 1,000 

Mortality  of  medium  districts, 810 

Mortality  of  sparse  districts, .        .  ....       727 

This  appears  to  be  the  genenil  characteristic  of  all  infectious 
diseases,  independent  of  other  conditions,  and  is  plainly  one 
result  of  the  nearness  with  which  people  suffering  from  infec- 
tious diseases  are  brought  to  each  other,  as  was  clearly  shown 
by  Dr.  Farr. 

Another  condition  favorable  to  the  development  of  phthisis 
is  location  at  a  low  level  as  compared  with  the  level  of  the 
sea.  Berkshire,  Franklin  and  the  other  western  counties, 
having  low  ratios  of  mortality  from  this  cause,  are  all  at 
elevations  much  higher  than  the  sea-coast  counties.  This 
observation  is  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  many  who  seek 
the  elevated  regions  of  Colorado  and  Minnesota  for  the  relief 
which  they  there  find  (see  papers  by  Dr.  F.  I.  Knight,  Amer- 
ican Climatologieal  Association,  1890  ;  also  *' A  people  without 
consumption,"  and  *'The  Cumberland  tableland,"  Dr.  E.  M. 
Wright,  1876). 

.    Consumption. 

Towns  ia  which  the  mortality  from  eontiimptlon  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  below  that  of 
the  Stftte:  — 


Number 

MorUllty 

Nnmt>cr 

Mortality 

of  Deaths. 

Bank. 

of  Deaths. 

Rank. 

New  Acihford,  . 

2 

16 

Wendell, 

18 

44 

DuDHtable, 

10 

86 

Bozborough,  . 

0 

45 

Littleton,  . 

22 

35 

Winthrop, 

36 

45 

Richmond, 

25 

35 

Sandlsfleld,     . 

32 

40 

Xabant,    . 

20 

80 

New  Marlborough, 

55 

46 

Burlington, 

18 

40 

Washington,  . 

15 

48 

Lanesborough, 

33 

*^  i 

Plainfleld,       . 

14    < 

48 

Peru, 

11 

43    ' 

Wales,     .... 

32 

40 

Hamilton, 

26 

44 

South  wick,     . 

35 

50 

Ifattapolsett,    . 

S8 

^  ! 

Cities  and  towns  in  which  the  mortality  was  below  that  of  the  State  but  not  fifty  per  cent, 
below  it:  — 


Weston,    . 
Lenox, 


47 
71 


51 
62 


Pelham,  . 
Revere,    . 


20 
04 


52 
62 
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Number 
of  Deaths. 

MortaUty 
Kank.     ' 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Morullty 
Rank. 

LIdcoId,    .        .        .       . 

80 

52    1 

West  Brookfield,   . 

70 

65 

Montgomery,    . 
CharlemoDt,     . 

10 
31 

52 
58 

Wayland, 
Prescott, . 

81 
10 

65 
65 

ErviDg,     . 
Heath, 

20 
10 

63 
64 

Hinsdale, 
Needham, 

66 
158 

65 
66 

Rowley,    . 
Mount  Waahlngton, 
Uancook,  . 
Bolton, 

41 
7 

22 
31 

54 
54 
54 
54 

Sutton,    . 
Sturbridge,     . 
Shirley,   . 
Princeton, 

120 
86 
57 
46 

66 
66 
66 
66 

Acushnet,        . 
Otii,  .... 

88 
27 

54 
54 

Shrewsbury, 
Medfield, 

63 
58 

66 

67 

New  Braintree, 
Florida,     . 
Clarkebnrg, 
Bherbom, . 

21 
25 
86 
40 

54 

55 
55 
55 

Seekonk, 
Sterilng,  . 
Chilmark, 
Norwood, 

52 

00 

21 

100 

67 
67 
67 
68 

Egremont, 
Norfolk,   . 

81 
33 

66 

56 

Athol,     . 
Oroton,   . 

107 
80 

69 
68 

Tewkebary,     . 

Brookllne, 

Rowe, 

78 

808 

18 

57 
57 
57 

Middlefleld,    . 
Franklin, 
Bridgewater,  . 

28 

176 
150 

68 
60 
60 

Oroat  BarringtoD,    . 
Northborongh, 
Holland,  . 

160 
61 
11 

57 
58 
58 

Tisbury, . 
Swampscott,  . 
Gill,.       . 

66 

100 

32 

00 
60 
60 

Enfield,     . 

80 

50 

Melrose,  • 

232 

60 

Bellingham,     . 
Nbwtok,  . 

46 
670 

60 
60 

Dalton,    . 
Warren,  . 

00 
171 

00 
70 

Lakeville, . 

88 

60 

Mansfield, 

125 

70 

Hatfield,    . 
Whately,  .       . 

67 
41 

60 

60 

Kingston, 
Dartmouth,     . 

67 
151 

70 
70 

Curomington,  . 
Topafleld, 
Windsor,  . 

84 

45 
25 

61 
61 

61 

Monterey, 
Charlton, 
Ilolden,   . 

28 

84 

111 

70 
70 
70 

Wrentbam, 

07 

62 

South  Qadley, 

157 

70 

West  Newbury,      . 
Ooenold,  . 

78 
6 

62 
62 

Dudley,  . 
Ludlow,  . 

125 
68 

71 
71 

Btoekbridge,    . 
Newbury, 
Salisbury, 
Blandford, 

03 

62 

162 

30 

62 
63 
63 
63 

Attleborough, 
Granville, 
Brimfleld, 
Oakham, . 

490 
54 
54 
30 

71 
71 
71 
71 

Berkley,   .* 
Milton,      . 

37 
132 

63 
63 

Sunderland,    . 
Bedford, . 

34 
42 

71 

71 

Concord,   . 

157 

63 

Leyden,  . 

23 

72 

West  Btoekbridge, 
Bhelburne, 
PbilUptton,      . 
Cohaaaet,  . 

^ 

77 
65 
25 

88 

63 
63 
84 
M 

Monson,  . 
Uawley,  . 
Hall,        .       . 
Goahen,  . 

171 
27 
22 
15 

72 
72 
73 
78 

Sheffield,  . 
Billeriea,  . 
Colraln, 

80 
61 
78 

•1 
84 
85 

LoDgmeadow, 

Lancaster, 

Barre, 

74 

02 

111 

T8 
7S 
78 
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Consumption — Continued. 


Number 

Mortality 

Nnmbcr 

Mortality 

# 

of  Deaths. 

Rank. 

of  Deaths. 

Kauk. 

Tyringham, 

25 

78 

Wincbendon,  . 

188 

80 

Hedford,  . 

870 

78 

Warwick, 

86 

80 

WilllamstowD,. 

172 

78 

Raynham, 

85 

80 

Oreenfleld, 

196 

78 

Whitman, 

187 

80 

Dracat,     . 

74 

78 

Auburn, .       , 

67 

80 

Qranby,    . 

8& 

74 

Tolland,  . 

23 

81 

Welle»ley, 

70 

74 

Agawam, 

118 

81 

WUllamtburg, . 

104 

74 

Middleton,      . 

58 

81 

Norton,     . 

81 

74 

Leominster, 

280 

81 

Holbrook, 

06 

74 

Pepperell, 

121 

81 

Orange,     . 

140 

74 

Dedham, . 

810 

81 

Boutbborougb, 

101 

75 

Manchester,    . 

84 

81 

P1TT8FIELD,     . 

646 

75 

Framingham, 

847 

81 

Rutland,   . 

1          •   • 

50 

75 

Ashby,    • 

47 

81 

Bwanzcy,  . 

64 

75 

Westborough, 

260 

82 

Paxton,     . 

28 

76 

Norwell, . 

04 

82 

EaBton, 

185 

75 

Wenham, 

46 

82 

Amberst,  . 

205 

75 

Westford, 

111 

82 

Arlington, 

196 

76 

Glouczstsb, 

1,011 

82 

Duxbury, . 

105 

76 

Lunenbnrg, 

57 

82 

riymontb, 

339 

76 

Hyde  Park,     . 

374 

88 

Bangiiv,   '. 

134 

76 

Bastharapton, 

218 

82 

Natlck,     . 

410 

76 

Townsend, 

102 

82 

Conway,   . 

85 

76 

North  Andove 

r, 

167 

82 

Upton, 

98 

77 

Dighton, . 

03 

82 

Lee.  .       *       • 

191 

77 

Carver,    . 

54 

82 

Watertown, 

274 

77 

Belmont, 

84 

82 

Winchester,      . 

■ 

185 

77 

QUINCT,  . 

618 

82 

Rehoboth, 

02 

77 

Ashland, 

125 

83 

Mlddleborougb, 

255 

n 

Hingham, 

285 

83 

North  Adams, . 

410 

77 

Lyonfleld, 

86 

83 

Bouthnnipton,  . 

51 

77 

FiTCHRUBO,     . 

771 

88 

Tyngsborougfa, 

81 

78 

Btow, 

55 

83 

Westfleld, 

406 

78 

Boylston, 

45 

88 

Cheshire,  . 

76 

78 

Yarmouth, 

115 

84 

Bcituate,    .        .       , 

122 

78 

Westport, 

154 

84 

West  Springfield,    , 

806 

TO 

Petersham, 

59 

84 

Chelmsford,     . 

127 

TO 

Maynard, 

122 

84 

Carlisle,    . 

26 

70 

Aahbarnham, . 

110 

86 

Boxford,  .       .       , 

41 

70 

Aahfield, . 

57 

86 

Halifax,     . 

27 

TO 

Bemardston,  . 

50 

85 

East  Bridge  water,   . 

185 

70 

Oardo|r, . 

208 

85 

North  Reading, 

45 

TO 

Spencer,  . 

403 

85 

Hadley,     . 

97 

■   79 

Leverett, . 

40 

85 

Truro, 

51 

70 

Lexington, 

142 

85 

Hardwick, 

112 

79 

Uxbridge, 

168 

86 

Templeton,       . 

140 

79 

Worthlngton, . 

41 

86 

Harvard,  .       . 

63 

80 

Northbridge,  . 

210 

86 

Bavoy, 

86 

80 

Maldsn, 

753 

86 
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Consumption  —  Concluded. 


Nnmber  ' 
of  Deaths. 

MorUIlty 
Rank. 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality 
Rank. 

Salem 

1,768 

108 

Rockland, 

276 

Ill 

Lynn, 

2,638 

104 

Btonghton, 

846 

112 

Ashburnbam,  . 

110 

104 

Randolph, 

280 

113 

Everett,     . 

240 

150 

Acton,     . 

128 

131 

Plympton, 

46 

105 

Chicopxe, 

804 

113 

Georgetown,    . 

NsW  BSDFORD, 

148 
1,967 

105 
105 

Lowell,. 
Abtngton, 

4,148 
267 

114 
114 

HubbardstoD,  . 

92 

106 

NEWBURTPOB' 

r.     . 

070 

114 

Oxford,     . 

178 

105 

Orleans,  . 

04 

115 

Stoneham, 

825 

105 

Ipswich, . 

272 

116 

Ware, 

351 

106 

Doaglas, . 

166 

117 

Marblehead, 

501 

106 

Chatham, 

170 

120 

West  Bridgewater, 
Fall  Kiykb,    . 

112 
8,415 

106 
107 

Shntesbnry, 
Milford,  . 

40 
710 

120 
121 

Falmouth, 

167 

100 

Lawbbnob, 

2,871 

122 

Alford, 

24 

100 

Wellfleet, 

146 

128 

HolliatoD, . 

214 

109 

Boston,  . 

28,666 

127 

Leicester, . 

103 

110 

Dennis,    . 

270 

180 

Harwich,  . 

227 

110 

Nantucket, 

338 

144 

Daovers,  . 

461 

111 

Towns  in  which  the  mortality  from  consumption  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  above  that  of 
the  State :  — 


Mashpee,  . 


88 


174 


Gay  Head, 


20 


285 


Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  registered  deaths  from  pneumonia  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  twenty-year  period  (1871-1^0)  was  56,474,  or 
7.9  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes  in  the  same 
period.  It  was  also  equivalent  to  an  annual  mortality  rate  of 
15  8  per  10,000  of  the  living  population. 

The  annual  mortality  attributed  to  this  cause  for  each  year 
of  the  period  was  as  follows  :  — 
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YEARS. 

Ratio  per  10,000. 

1 
TEARS.                       RaUo  per  10,000. 

1871,   

1872,   

1873,   

1874 ' 

1876,  

187«,   

18n, 

1878 

1879 

1880 

12.4 
14.9 
13.3 
14.8 
17.8 
14.7 
11.8 
13.0 
15.4 
19.1 

1881 

1882 

1883,          

1884,          

1885, 

1889 

1887,         

Jovc9|             •           •           •           •           • 

1889,          

1890 

Average,  ten  years  (1881-90), 

10.3 
15.8 
19.2 
13.8 
17.8 
14.3 
10.0 
18.2 
15.8 
18.0 

Average,  ten  years  (1871-80), 

14.6 

16.2 

Average,  twenty  years 15.8 


Comparing  the  two  decades,  1871-80  and  1881-90,  there 
was  a  slight  increase  in  the  mortality  rate  from  pneumonia 
during  the  whole  period  of  twenty  years. 

Distrihulton  by  Counties. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  in  each  county,  and 
the  annual  ratio  of  mortality  per  10,000  of  the  population  in 
each  for  the  period  under  consideration,  were  as  follows  :  — 


COUNTIES. 


DfAthi 

from  Pneumonia, 

(1871-90). 


Mortality  Rate 
per  10,000. 


Barnstable, 

Berkshire, 

Bristol,      . 

Dakes, 

Essex, 

Franklin,  . 

Hampden, . 

Hampshire, 

Middlesex, 

NantQcket, 

Norfolk,    . 

Plymouth, 

Suffolk,     . 

WorMster, 

THS  STATE, 


11.0 
19.0 

i4.a 

10.8 
14.8 
10.4 
10.8 
15.0 
15.0 
9.7 

la.i 

11.0 
19.0 

15. e 

1B.8 


The  extremes  were  Nantuckety  9.7,  and  Suffolk,  19.0. 
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All  examination  of  the  foregoing  table  shows,  first,  a  remark- 
able uniformity  in  the  nioilality  rates  of  the  more  populous 
counties,  as  compared  with  the  averages  of  the  whole  State ; 
and,  second,  a  progressive  increase  in  the  rate  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  from  the  sea-coast.  By  a  grouping  similar  to  that 
which  I  have  made  under  the  head  of  phthisis,  into  four  groups 
from  east  to  west,  we  find  the  following  results  :  — 


1.  All  of  the  eastern  counti<'.<  except  Suffolk,  .  .  14.4 

2.  Worcester  County, 15.6 

3.  The  Conneelicut  River  (M)unlies, 16.2 

4.  Berkshire  County, 16.6 


Nantucket,  at  the  extreme  east,  had  a  mortality  rate  from 
this  cause  of  only  9.7  per  10,000 ;  while  that  of  Berkshire,  at 
the  extreme  west,  was  16.6.  Estimating  the  sea-coast  counties, 
or  those  having  a  very  considerable  portion  of  their  popuLition 
exposed  to  a  maritime  climate,  separately  (Essex,  Plymouth, 
Barnstable,  Dukes  and  Nantucket),  their  combined  ratio  was 
but  13.7. 

Assuming  the  mortality  rate  of  Berkshire  from  pneumonia 
as  1,000,  that  of  the  Connecticut  River  counties  was  976  ;  that 
of  Worcester  County  was  940 ;  that  of  the  eastern  counties 
was  867  (that  of  the  sea-coast  or  maritime  counties,  considered 
as  a  group,  was  but  825). 

I  have  here  again  excepted  the  metropolitan  district  of 
Suffolk,  in  which  the  extreme  density  of  population  and  the 
presence  of  several  hospitals  have  undoubtedly  overbalanced 
the  other  condition  of  geographical  position. 

If  the  whole  State  is  grouped  into  two  portions,  one  including 
all  the  cities  and  manufacturing  towns  (87  in  number)  and  the 
other  all  the  remaining  or  agricultural  towns,  the  effect  of 
density  is  shown  to  be  but  a  slight  one,  since  the  former  had 
a  mortality  ratio  from  this  cause  of  15.6  per  10,000,  and  the 
latter  14.1  per  10,000.  If  the  city  of  Boston  is  excepted  from 
the  former  group,  its  ratio  when  thus  diminished  amounted  to 
only  14.7. 

Adopting  now  the  arrangement  pursued  with  the  other  dis- 
eases, the  table  is  as  follows,  by  counties  arranged  according 
to  their  mortality  rank  from  ])noumonia  :  — 
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Counties  of  MassachusettB  arranged  according  to  their  Death  Rates  frttm 
Pneumonia  {1871-90),  that  of  the  State  being  100,  the  Density  of 
Population  expressed  in  Acres  to  Each  Person. 


(BOUNTIES. 


Density  of  Population. 

Acres 

per  Inhabitant 

(Cental  of  1880). 


Mortality  Rank 

from 

Pneumonia. 

the  8tat«  -^  100. 


Nantucket, 

Dukes, 

Barnstable, 

I 
Plymouth, 

Norfolk, 

Bristol , 

Baaex, 

Middletiex 

Worcester, | 

THE  STATE, 

Hampshire, I 

Hampden, 

Franklin 

Berkshire, I 

Suffolk 


11.2 
18.4 
7.6 
6.9 
3.3 
2.7 
1.3 
1.7 
4.4 

2.9 

7.7 

3.9 

11.8 

8.9 

.07 


61 

68 

73 

74 

83 

90 

93 

98.5 

98.6 

100 

100.3 

103.1 

103.S 

105 

120 


In  the  following  table  the  counties  are  aiTanged  in  three 
groups,  in  the  order  of  their  density  of  population  :  — 


CVk'mtikh  orocfkd  accobdino  to  thkir 

l)KN8ITr  OK   POPCLATION. 


COUNTIES. 


Acres  Mortality 

to  Kank  from 

Each  Person.  !    Pneomonla. 


I.    County  in  which  there  is  less  than  one 
acre  to  each  person, 

Suffolk,    . 

< 

• 

.07 

120 

II.    Counties  having  more  than  one  but  loss 
than  four  acrea  to  each  person, . 

Essex, 

* 

• 

1.3^ 

• 

• 

93  1 

• 

Ifiddleacx, 

• 

1.7 

90 

Bristol,     . 

» 

■ 

2.6 

c 

90 

Norfolk,   . 

» 

• 

3.8 

83 

Hampden, 

« 

a 

3.9J 

< 

103     J 

< 

Ill .    <  'ounties  having  more  than  four  acrca 
to  each  person 

Worcester, 

• 

• 

4.4i 

90     ^ 

Plymouth, 

• 

• 

6.9 

• 
• 

74 

3 

Hampshire, 

• 

• 

7.7 

.i 

1  c 

100.8 

Berkahtre, 

• 

• 

8.9 

105 

7 

Bamatable,  Dukca 
and  Nantocket,  . 

9.0 

1 

7S 

< 

Franklin, . 

• 

• 

11.3] 

108.»J 
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By  this  grouping  the  mortality  may  be  conveniently  stated 
as  follows :  — 

Mortality  of  detise  districts, 1,000 

Mortality  of  medium  districts, 792 

Mortality  of  sparse  districts, 783 


Classification  by  Towns. 

The  classified  list  of  cities  and  towns  shows  the  following 
points  relative  to  the  geographical  distribution  of  pneumonia. 
In  one  town  only  (Gosnold)  there  were  no  deaths  reported 
from  this  cause  during  the  twenty  years  in  question,  and  this 
was  the  smallest  town  in  population  in  the  State. 

Out  of  the  10  towns  having  extremely  low  ratios  (more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  below  that  of  the  State),  including  Gosnold, 
5  are  sea-coast  towns  (Gosnold,  Brewster,  Harwich,  Hull  and 
Marion).  Three  of  the  remainder,  Burlington,  Dracut  and 
Weston,  are  within  twenty  miles  of  the  sea,  while  Hawley 
and  Goshen  are  inland  towns  in  Franklin  and  Hampshire 
counties. 

Out  of  the  56  towns  and  cities  which  lie  upon  the  sea-coast, 
including  Boston,  6  only  had  high  or  extremely  high  ratios 
of  mortality  from  pneumonia,  and  these  were  Rowley,  Essex, 
Marblehead,  Salem,  Boston  and  Mashpee. 

Still  further,  out  of  the  68  cities  and  towns  composing  the 
five  south-eastern  counties  of  Bristol,  Barnstable,  Plymouth, 
Dukes  and  Nantucket,  only  three,  Halifax,  Rochester  and 
Mashpee,  had  high  or  extremely  high  ratios,  and  the  Indian 
town  of  Mashpee  stood  at  the  extreme  of  high  ratios  in  this  group. 

On  examining  the  extreme  of  high  ratios,  we  find  that,  out 
of  "20  towns  having  extremely  high  ratios,  15  are  in  the  five 
western  and  central  counties,  and  7  of  these  towns  are  west 
of  the  Connecticut  River. 

Out  of  the  162  cities  and  towns  which  comprise  the  five 
western  and  central  counties  of  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hamp- 
shire, Hampden  and  Worcester,  81,  or  one-half,  are  to  be 
found  among  those  which  had  a  mortality  rate  from  pneu- 
monia higher  than  that  of  the  State.  But  the  population  of 
these  cities  and  towns  was  only  44  per  cent,  of  the  total  popu- 
lation of  these  counties. 
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Elevation  Above  Sea  Level.  —  The  majority  of  the  people 
living  in  towns  in  the  five  western  and  central  counties  having 
high  pneumonia  death  rates  live  at  elevations  of  five  hundred 
feet  or  more  above  the  sea  level.  The  following  are  the  eleva- 
tions of  such  towns  and  cities  having  excessive  pneumonia 
*  death  rates,  and  high  elevations,  the  figures  given  being  the 
elevations  of  the  villages  or  inhabited  portions  of  the  towns  :  — 


In  Berkshire  County. 

Feet. 

J 

Feot. 

Belchertown, 

600 

Peru, 

1.700 

Enfield,      .... 

500 

Dalton,       .... 

1,100 

North  Adams,    . 

800 

In  Hampden  Couniy. 

Monterey 

1,800 

Holland,     .... 

700 

Sheffield,    .... 

650 

In  Worcester  County. 

/;*  Franklin  Couniy. 

Royalston, 

1,000 

Charlemont,       .                 .    0OO-6OO 

Winchendou, 

1,000 

Heath,        .... 

1,650 

Phillipston, 

1,150 

Colrain,      .... 

600 

Lunenburg, 

500 

Leyden,      .... 

1,000 

Petersham, 

1,100 

Conway,    .... 

650 

Dana, 

500 

Leverett,    .... 

500 

Hardwiek, . 

900 

Shutesbury, 

1,100 

Sturbridge, 

600 

New  Salem,                .        .     050-900 

Westminster,     . 

1,000 

Princeton, . 

1,150 

In  Hampshirt'  Counii/ 

Sterling,     . 

500 

Worth  ington,     . 

1,500 

WOKCESTEU, 

500 

Westhampton,   . 

700 

Charlton,    . 

750 

Polham,      .... 

1,100 

Oxford, 

500 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  principal  cities  and  large 
towns  of  this  region,  situated  at  low  levels,  had  also  low  ratios 
of  mortality  from  pneumonia.  Chicopee,  Springfieid  and 
Northampton,  all  at  elevations  of  loss  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet,  had  low  mortality  rates  from  this  cause. 

Comparing  the  20  towns  at  the  two  extremes,  we  find  the 
following  results  :  — 


M 


■jr! 


r  4 


i 

il,' 


ij; 

I  ■ 

I 

I 

I 


I- 
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TOWNS. 

Elevation!. 

Mortality 
Kank. 

TOWNS. 

1  Elevations. 

Mortality 
Kank. 

OoAOoid, 

50 

0 

Sheffield,     . 

650 

135 

Barlingtoo,   . 

250 

35 

Heath,  .        .        .        . 

i         1,650 

136 

Brewster, 

25 

41 

Shutesbury, 

1         1,100 

137 

Hawley, 

1,750 

43 

Shirley, 

400 

1 

130 

Harwich, 

40 

43 

Enfield, 

600 

130 

WestOD. 

150 

44 

Qreenwich, . 

450 

140 

Hull,      .... 

25 

44 

UoyalstoD,   . 

1,000 

1 

148 

MarioD,  .... 

20 

46 

Sturbrldife, . 

600 

'          144 

1 

ChMben, 

1.450 

48      1 

West  Stockbridge, 

,  i            900 

146 

Draeat 

150 

49       . 

1 

Rowley, 

.;       50 

147 

25 

51 

New  Salem, 

800 

160 

Waahington, 

1,500 

51 

Monterey,    . 

.  i         1.300 

1          160 

Blaekatone,   . 

200 

52 

Westhampton,     . 

700 

151 

Bosford, 

100 

54 

Charleinont, 

550 

162 

Tawksbury« . 

100 

54 

Harvard, 

400 

i          164 

Sottthborough, 

300 

55      i 

North  Koadinte,  . 

,  1            100 

164 

ConMrd, 

100 

56 

Leverett, 

700 

167 

Baugu«, .... 

50 

50 

Carlisle. 

200 

'          158 

Stoneham,      . 

100 

57 

Lanesborough,    . 

1,200 

172 

Wellfleet, 

,              30 

57       1 

Matihpee, 

50 

201 

The  average  elevation  of  the  first  20  towns  above  sea  level 
is  320  feet,  and  their  average  distance  from  the  sea  25  miles. 
The  average  elevation  of  the  last  20  towns  is  670  feet,  and 
their  average  distance  from  the  sea  70  miles. 

The  eight  towns  having  elevations  of  1 ,000  feet  or  more  have 
very  small  populations,  and  hence  have  an  undue  effect  upon 
the  estimate.  If  these  are  omitted  in  this  enumeration,  the 
relative  differences  of  these  two  groups  of  towns  become  much 
more  apparent 

The  average  elevation  of  the  former  group,  omitting  the  small 
towns  of  high  elevation,  is  100  feet,  and  the  average  distance 
from  the  sea  11  miles.  The  avei^ajje  elevation  of  the  latter 
group  is  475  feet,  and  the  average  distiince  from  the  sea  60 
miles. 

A  few  hill-top  towns,  in  which  the  principal  villages  were 
upon  high  hills  in  exposed  locations,  had  low  mortality  rates 
from  pneumonia  ;  as  Spencer,  which  ranked  84  ;  Leicester,  also 
84:  and  Westford,  88. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  tendency  to  pneumonia  in 
ceilain  localities.  Nearly  all  the  elevated  towns  along  the 
northern  border  of  the  State,  from  Winchendon,  sixty  miles 
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westward,  to  North  Adams,  had  high  moitality  ratios  from 
pneumonia.  Another  group  extends  from  Peru  south-eastward 
along  the  north  bank  of  the  We^^tfield  River  to  West  Spring- 
field. Another  larger  group,  including  15  towns,  extends  from 
Conway  eastward  across  the  Connecticut  River  as  far  as 
Phillipston  and  southward  to  Belchertown.  Another  group 
begins  upon  the  easterly  slope  of  Mt.  Wachusctt,  and  ex- 
tends eastward  to  Stow,  including  \)  towns.  Four  more  are 
grouped  along  the  southern  border  of  Worcester  and  Hampden 
counties.  Another  group  extends  eastward  in  Essex  County, 
following  nearly  the  basin  of  the  Ipswich  River  to  the 
sea. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  mortality  rank  of 
the  cities  from  this  cause  :  — 


Newton,    . 

03 

Brockton, . 

67 

Maiden,     . 

• 

71 

Gloucester, 

74 

Marlborough,   . 

79 

Pittsfield, . 

79 

Taunton,  . 

82 

New  Bedford. 

84 

Fitchbur^, 

84 

Woburn,   . 

8;3 

Waltham, . 

So 

Quincy,     . 

89 

Lynn, 

90 

New  1  Miry  port. 

91 

Haverhill, 

Chicopee, . 

Northampton, 

Fall  River, 

Springfield, 

Chelsea,    . 

Lowell, 

Salem, 

Holyoke,  . 

Somerville, 

Worcester, 

Cambridge, 

LawreiKM?, 

Boston, 


114 

96 

95 

96 

98 

103 

105 

108 

110 

112 

112 

116 

117 

124 


Pneumonia. 

Town  in  which  thore  were  do  deathn  from  pnoumonia  in  the  twenty  years:  Ooanold. 

Towns  Id  which  the  mortality  rate  from  pneumonia  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  below  the 
average  of  the  State :  — 


Number 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality 
Rank. 

1 

• 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

SfoitaUty 
Hank. 

BurliD((toD, 

8 

35 

Hull,        .... 

1 

7 

46 

Brewster, 

10 

41 

Marion,    .... 

14 

46 

Hawley,    .... 

8 

43 

Goshen,  .... 

6 

48 

Harwich 

44 

43 

Dracat,    .... 

26 

40 

Weston 

90 

44      1 

1 

No.  34.] 


DISEASE   DISTRIBUTION. 


863 


Pneumonia  —  Continued. 

Cities  aod  towns  in  which  the  mortality  rate  from  pneumonia  was  below  that  of  the  State 
bat  not  fifty  per  cent,  below  It ; — 


Namber 
of  llettthi. 

1 

Mortality 
Kank. 

Number 
'  of  Deaths. 

MorUlity 
Kank. 

Nahant,     .... 

IS 

51 

Swampscott,  . 

63 

67 

WaahlngtOD,     . 
Blackatone, 

8 
81 

51 
52 

MattapolBett,  . 
i    Winchester,    . 

29 
81 

67 
67 

Box  ford,    . 

14 

54 

1   Bedford, . 

20 

68 

Tewkebury,     . 

37 

54 

Pair  haven, 

62 

68 

BoQthborough, 
Concord,  . 

87 

60 

bo 
55 

:   Middleborong) 
Orleans,  . 

*i      • 

113 

28 

68 
68 

Sauffus,     . 

50 

56 

Truro,     . 

22 

68 

Stoneham, 

88 

57 

Ashburnham, 

45 

60 

Wellfleet,  . 

84 

57      i 

Acushnet, 

24 

09 

KiogstoD, . 

28 

58 

Chatham, 

49 

69 

Westborough,  . 

90 

58 

Plainfleld, 

10 

69 

Hopkinton, 

85 

58 

Norwood, 

56 

60 

Bherborn, 

26 

59 

j   Paxton,    . 

13 

09 

Bandwloh, 

66 

59 

West  Newbur 

i     ^ 

70 

Plympton, 
Andover,  . 

13 
97 

.'>9 
59 

Millbury, 
1    Melrove,  . 

105 

1 

118 

70 
70 

Boxborough,    . 
Dartmouth, 

6 
65 

59 
60 

Belmont, 
<   Franklin, 

36 
91 

70 
71 

North  Andover, 

61 

60 

Hudson,  . 

i         H4 

71 

Baiisbury, 
Newbury, 

78 
30 

'          60 
00 

'    Grovoland, 
'   Blllerica, 

50 

71 
71 

Whitman, 

52 

61 

Maldkn, 

314 

71 

llolbrook, 

89 

01 

i    Berkley,  . 

i      21 

72 

Nantucket, 

72 

61 

Palmer,    . 

125 

72 

Mt.  WaHhinKtoD, 

4 

62 

I^kcville, 

23 

72 

New  Anhford.  . 

4 

62 

Walpole, . 

67 

72 

Auburn,    . 

26 

1          62 

Iteading, . 

73 

72 

Medway,  . 
North  Brookfleld, 

78 
88 

62 
1          62 

Easton,    . 
Plymouth, 

118 
164 

72 
73 

Bcituate,    . 

'  • 

49 

63 

Littleton, 

23 

73 

Nbwton,  . 

360 

iW 

Lexington, 

61 

73 

MiddluHeld,       . 

13 

63 

1   Dudley,   . 

65 

73 

Chllmark, 

10 

64 

Gardner, 

129 

73 

Canton,      . 

92 

1          «* 

Uookport, 

91 

73 

Tlabury,    . 
GUI,  . 

31 
15 

64 
65 

j   Med  Acid, 
Hancock, 

32 
1           15 

1 

74 
74 

Hanover,  . 

39 

6ft 

Somerset, 

47 

74 

1 

Drookllne, 

176 

65 

Dedham, . 

14»J 

74 

Pembroke, 

29 

05 

GLOirCESTEIl, 

459 

74 

Monnou,    . 

78 

66 

,   Westport, 

!          68 

74 

llockland. 

82 

j          t^6 

Everett,  . 

1        ^2* 

'                "A 

! 

AdaniH,     . 

211 

66 

Beverly,  . 

200 

75 

Merrimac, 

84 

66 

1,  Diixbury, 

52 

75 

Illngham, 

94 

66 

Ux  bridge. 

74 

1      *5 

Bbockton, 

339 

67 

Lenox.     . 

52 

;      75 

Carver, 

22 

67 

.   Revere,    . 

69 

'          76 
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Pneumojiin  —  Continued. 


Number 

Mortality 

Number 

IfortaUty 

of  I>eaths. 

Kank. 

of  Deaths. 

Kank. 

Framingliam,    ...          163 

1 
76 

Tolland,  .       .       .       . 

12 

84 

Warehaml 

.  1          70 

76 

FlTCHBURO,     . 

300 

84 

Bradford, . 

•1          ^ 

76 

Agawam, 

fiO 

84 

Brldgewater,    . 

88 

77 

Maynard, 

01 

84 

Manchester, 

40 

77 

Leicester, 

74 

84 

Cottage  City, 

11 

77 

Hanson,  . 

». 

84 

Holden,     . 

61 

77 

1 

Dennis,    . 

88 

84 

W«Uei»ley, 

37 

78      i 

Amherst, 

115 

84 

Marshfleld, 

44 

78      i 

Hatfield,  . 

40 

84 

CohaHset,  . 

54 

78 

Seekonk, 

83 

86 

Webster,  . 

141 

78 

Norfolk,  . 

25 

85 

Gay  Head, 

4 

78 

Greenfield.      . 

114 

86 

Oranville, 

30 

79 

WOBUKN,. 

293 

88 

Mablborough, 

.  1        2«0 

79 

1 

Waltham, 

347 

85 

West  BoylstOD, 

.  1          75 

7»    : 

1   New  Marlborough, 

61 

86 

PitUfield,  . 

.  i        343 

1 

,  Wakefield,      . 

163 

86 

DightoD,    . 

.   ;           45 

1 

79 

1 

Warren,  . 

106 

86 

HolllBtOD,  . 

78 

!          79      1 

Provlncetown, 

119 

86 

Falmouth, 

61 

1          79 

:  Norwell, . 

50 

87 

Savoy, 

.  1          18 

79      ' 

Milford,  . 

1 

256 

87 

Weymouth. 

267 

i           80      ' 

Edgartown,     . 

88 

88 

Ashfleld,  . 

.  '          27 

80       1 

Mansfield, 

79 

88 

Lincoln,    . 

.   !          23 

80 

1 

Chelmsfonl,    . 

71 

88 

Wlnthrop, 

32 

80      ' 

Georgetown,  . 

,          « 

88 

Hyde  Park, 

184 

80      1 

Wrentham,     . 

69 

88 

Wliliamsburtr,  . 

57 

80      , 

,   Abington, 

103 

88 

Medford,  . 

204 

80 

Gran  by,  . 

21 

88 

Way  land, . 

50 

80 

Attleborough, 

310 

88 

Freetown, 

34 

81 

1   Wewlford, 

60 

88 

Acton, 

46 

81 

Wendell. 

13 

88 

Xcodhum,. 

98 

81 

(^I'lNOY,   . 

316 

80 

Wntortowii, 

un 

81 

Shelburno, 

46 

00 

Yarmouth, 

50 

81 

Cumraington, . 

25 

00 

West  Bridge  water, 

4a 

82 

WiUiarastowu, 

106 

00 

Tyrliigham, 

14 

82 

Lynn,     . 

1,148 

00 

Milton, 

85 

82 

Danvern, .    ,   . 

189 

00 

Eaiithum,  . 

18 

82 

I'eabody, 

253 

00 

StouKhton, 

127 

82 

Dunstable, 

13 

01 

Tauxtun, 

671 

82 

Alford,    . 

10 

01 

Pretfcott,    . 

12 

82 

Nkwburvi'ort,     . 

389 

01 

Raynbam, 

44 

83 

Oakham, . 

1          25 

01 

Orange,     . 

,          83 

83 

Grafton,  . 

116 

01 

Bast  Brld((ewater,   . 

71 

83 

Foxborougb,  . 

86 

01 

Amesbury, 

135 

83 

Methuen, 

127 

01 

Sudbury,  . 

31 

83 

Leominster,     . 

159 

92 
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Pneumonia — CoDtioued. 
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Pneumonia —  Concluded. 


1   Number 
I  of  Dcattii. 


Mortality 
lUnk. 


Htockbridge.     . 

87 

Worthiugton,   . 

28 

Lawrenck, 

1,381 

Weslfleld, 

306 

OolralD,     . 

06 

SoathamptoD,  . 

39 

North  Adams, . 

314 

Polhanii     . 

23 

Aabland,  . 

90 

Charlton,  . 

72 

Oxford,     . 

99 
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47 

Arlington, 
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40 
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40 
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Ulnsdale,  . 

02 

Dalton,      . 
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29 
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•   Number  ■  Mortality 
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Towns  In  which  the  mortality  rate  from  pneumonia  was  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  above 
that  of  the  State  :  — 


Now  Salem, 
Monterey, 
Westhampton, 
Charlemont, 
Harvard,   . 


41 
30 
27 
45 
61 


150 
150 
151 
152 
154 


'    North  lieadlnir, 
,  Levcrett,. 
1  Lanesborouffh, 
Ma»hpee, 


.  I 


44 

37 
70 
22 


154 
157 
172 
201 


Conclusions. 

The  foregoing  report  is  intended  as  a  statistical  study  of  the 
general  subject  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  diseases  in 
Massachusetts,  with  the  hope  that  the  facts  therein  presented 
may  prove  valuable  in  the  prevention  of  such  diseases  as  are 
acknowledged  to  be  preventable. 

To  a  certain  extent  it  may  serve  the  purpose  of  determining 
what  cities  and  towns  are  healthful  as  places  for  residence, 
but  such  is  not  the  primary  intent  of  the  writer.  The  question, 
what  constitutes  a  healthful  town,  depends  not  upon  any  single 
condition,  but  upon  a  great  many  conditions  and  circumstances. 

It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  determine  the  relative  effect  of 
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such  conditions  and  circumstances  as  influencing  the  death 
rate  of  cities  and  towns.  They  may  be  grouped  in  three  gen- 
eral classes  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Natural  Conditions.  —  Such  as  the  conditions  of  climate 
(temperature,  rainfall,  humidity,  prevailing  winds),  elevation 
above  sea  level,  distance  from  sea,  character  of  the  soil  (dry- 
ness or  moisture). 

2.  Artificial  Conditions. — Density  of  the  population,  pur- 
ity of  water  supply,  eflSciency  of  sewerage  system  and  sewage 
disposal,  sufficiency  and  purity  of  food  supply,  and  especially 
of  milk,  protection  from  accidents,  management  and  prevention 
of  infectious  diseases,  freedom  of  intercommunication,  espe- 
cially among  children,  efficiency  of  municipal  sanitation. 

3.  Character  of  the  Population.  —  Eace  and  nationality, 
distribution  by  sexes  and  ages,  occupation,  education,  social 
condition  as  to  poverty  or  wealth,  habits,  size  of  families,  etc. 

Each  of  the  foregoing  conditions  probably  influences  the 
length  of  human  life  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

In  estimating  the  death  rate  of  cities  and  towns  presented  in 
the  first  part  of  this  paper,  a  distinction  is  maintained  between 
death  rate  as  calculated  from  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  a  given  city  or  town  for  a  definite  period,  and  the 
true  death  rate  of  the  resident  or  census  population.  For 
this  reason,  in  estimating  the  death  rates  of  cities  and  towns 
allowance  has  been  made,  where  actual  numbers  were  known, 
for  the  following  circumstances  :  — 

Deaths  of  non-resident  invalids  at  summer  resorts.  Deaths 
by  shipwreck  upon  the  coast  and  at  sea,  and  by  drowning  at 
beaches  (of  non-residents).  For  example,  there  were  2,103 
such  deaths  of  Gloucester  fishermen,  and  37  at  Hull  and  10  at 
Nantucket,  during  the  twenty-year  period.  There  were  also 
22\)  deaths  of  non-residents,  mostly  invalids,  at  Cottage  City, 
Hull  and  Nantucket  in  the  same  time.  Deaths  of  non-residents 
at  public  institutions.  If  it  were  possible  to  obtain  the  exact 
numbers,  it  would  be  proper  to  reduce  the  death  rate  of  the 
larger  cities  and  especially  of  Boston  in  consequence  of  two 
causes  :  1.  The  deaths  of  non-residents  in  hospitals,  asylums 
and  charitable  institutions,  who  have  sought  the  cities  for  treat- 
ment. 2.  The  daily  accession  of  a  multitude  of  people  from 
suburban  districts,  >vho  are  not  included  in  the  census  of  the 
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cities,  but  contribute  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  death  rate. 
(The  ratio  of  fatal  accidents  reported  in  Suffolk  County  in 
1890,  as  compared  with  the  resident  population  of  that  census 
year,  was  5.8  per  10,000,  while  that  of  the  State  at  large  was 
only  3.8  per  10,000.) 

The  faUacy  of  drawing  conclusions  from  small  numbers  of 
people  and  from  short  periods  of  time  must  be  acknowledged 
as  a  statistical  axiom  ;  and  hence  the  general  conclusions  of 
.this  paper  have  been  drawn,  as  far  as  possible,  from  groupings 
of  towns  and  cities  extending  over  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Measles.  —  In  the  section  upon  measles^  the  inquiry  shows 
that  the  course  of  the  disease  was  very  variable  from  year  to 
year,  the  mortality  rate  of  1872  from  this  cause  being  nearly 
thirty  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  minimum  year  of  mortality 
from  the  same  cause  (1879). 

Density  of  population  appears  to  have  furnished  a  favorable 
condition  for  its  spread. 

Geographical  position  does  not  appear  to  have  had  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  mortality  rate  from  this  disease,  except  in 
so  far  as  towns  were  near  to  or  remote  from  large  and  densely 
settled  centres  of  population,  and  in  free  communication  with 
them. 

Scarlet-fever. — This  disease  prevailed  during  the  period 
with  greater  regularity  and  with  a  greater  mortality  rate  than 
measles.  The  extreme  of  its  high  mortality  (in  1875)  was 
about  twelvefold  greater  than  that  of  the  minimum  year  (1889) . 

Density  of  population  appears  to  have  favored  its  spread. 
As  in  the  case  of  measles,  the  mortality  rate  from  this  cause 
was  least  in  small,  sparsely  settled  towns,  with  poor  facilities 
for  intercommunication  with  large  cities. 

The  difference  in  mortality  rate  from  this  cause  of  the  two 
large  manufacturing  cities  (Lowell  and  Fall  River),  with 
similar  populations,  is  worthy  of  note,  Lowell  being  below  the 
average  of  the  State  and  Fall  River  far  above  it. 

Geographical  position  does  not  appear  to  exert  a  marked 
influence  on  the  prevalence  of  this  disease. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. — The  extremes  of  mortality  in 
diflferent  years  have  not  been  so  great  as  in  the  case  of  measles 
and  scarlet-fever;  that  of  the  highest  year  (1876)  was  19.9 
per  10,000,  and  that  of  the  lowest  (1873)  was  4.7. 


No.  34.]  DISEASE   DISTRIBUTION.  869 

Density  of  population  appears  to  have  afforded  a  favorable 
condition  for  its  spread. 

Geographical  distribution  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
prominent  factor,  except  in  the  fact  that  a  small  north-west 
portion  of  the  State,  which  is  all  at  a  high  elevation  above  the 
sea,  appears  to  have  suffered  most  severely. 

Small-pox.  —  During  all  of  the  years  of  the  period  under 
consideration,  except  the  first  three,  the  State  was  compara- 
tively exempt  from  this  scourge.  The  extremes  of  mortality 
were  0  in  1886  and  6.7  per  10,000  in  1872. 

The  conditions  which  appear  to  have  influenced  the  mortality 
from  small-pox  in  Massachusetts  are:  density  of  population^ 
nearness  to  or  remoteness  from  large  centres  of  population, 
the  use  of  rags  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  and  the  thorough- 
ness with  which  vaccination  and  revaccination  have  been  per- 
formed. Aside  from  these  conditions,  geographical  position 
does  not  appear  to  have  had  material  effect  upon  its  prevalence. 

As  a  common  factor  favorable  to  the  spread  of  each  one  of 
the  foregoing  diseases  (measles,  scarlet-fever,  diphtheria  and 
small-pox),  independent  of  density  of  population,  location  upon 
one  of  the  principal  railway  lines  of  communication  appears  to 
have  had  a  marked  influence. 

Typhoid  Fever. — The  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  was 
less  variable  in  its  fluctuations  than  that  of  either  of  the  dis- 
eases before  mentioned,  the  extremes  being  3.7  per  10,000  in 
1879  and  1890,  and  11.1  in  1872.  In  general,  there  was  a 
decided  decrease,  comparing  the  two  decades,  from  6.2  in  the 
former  to  4.5  in  the  latter. 

Density  either  does  not  appear  to  have  had  a  controlling 
influence  upon  the  mortality  from  typhoid  fever,  or  its  effect 
is  counterbalanced  by  the  presence  of  good  public  water  sup- 
plies. In  cities  having  a  comparatively  dense  population  and 
a  generally  polluted  water  supply,  the  mortality  rate  was  high. 
.  The  greater  number  of  towns  lying  in  certain  river  valleys  had 
unusually  high  ratios  of  typhoid  mortality.  This  applies  to 
the  Connecticut  and  the  Chicopee.  In  the  case  of  the  former 
river  it  has  no  apparent  relation  to  the  public  water  supply  in 
the  majority  of  the  towns  lying  within  ten  miles  of  its  eastern 
bank,  since  most  of  these  towns  have  no  public  water  supply. 
In  the  case  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  Chicopee,  every  town 
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had  a  high  mortality  from  this  cause,  beginning  with  Ware, 
which  had  the  highest  of  any  town  in  the  State  except  Dalton ; 
and  further  down  the  stream,  Palmer,  Belchertown,  Ludlow, 
Wilbraham,  Monson,  Chicopee  and  Springfield,  all  had  un- 
usually high  typhoid  mortality.  The  high  mortality  of  the 
two  principal  cities  in  the  lower  Merrimack  valley  has  already 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  H.  F.  Mills,  C.E.,  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Board,  in  which  it  was  shown  that 
a  polluted  water  supply  was  the  undoubted  cause  of  the 
excessively  high  mortality  rate.  The  greater  part  of  Essex 
County,  lying  south  of  the  Merrimack  River,  was  unusually 

free  from   the  disease,  and  so  also  was  the  entire  suburban 

* 

metropolitan  district  adjoining  Boston. 

Cholera  Infantum. — The  extremes  of  mortality  from  this 
cause  were  21.7  per  10,000  in  1872,  and  7.9  per  10,000  in  1879. 

Density  of  population  has  a  marked  effect  in  increasing  the 
mortality  from  this  disease. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  supply  appears  to  have  a  definite 
relation  to  the  mortality  from  cholera  infantum. 

The  employment  of  married  women  in  industrial  operations 
away  from  their  homes  also  co-exists  with  high  mortality  from 
cholera  infantum. 

Consumption.  — Consumption  has  presented  a  more  uniform 
mortality  rate  from  year  to  year  than  any  other  disease ;  the 
extremes  were  36.2  per  10,000  in  1872,  and  25.7  in  1889.  The 
average  for  the  twenty  years  was  30.8.  There  was  a  gradual 
decrease  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  period,  the  first 
decade  having  a  mortality  rate  of  32.7,  and  the  second  of  29  2. 

The  extremes  of  mortality  were  in  Berkshire  and  Franklin, 
which  had  low  death  rates  from  this  cause ;  and  Nantucket  and 
Suffolk,  which  had  high  rates. 

Density  appears  to  have  affected  the  mortality  rate  from 
consumption,  in  the  ratio  of  1,000  deaths  for  dense,  810  for 
medium  and  727  for  sparse  districts. 

Geographical  position  also  exercises  a  marked  controlling 
effect  in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the  districts  from  the 
sea-coast,  the  mortality  rate  decreasing  from  the  sea-coast 
counties  toward  Berkshire,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the 
State.  The  altitude  of  the  region  also  generally  increases 
westward  or  inland. 
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Pneumonia. — The  moilality  rate  from  pneumonia  was  also 
comparatively  uniform  during  the  twenty-year  period,  the 
extremes  being  12.4  per  10,000  in  1871,  and  18.2  in  1888. 
There  was  an  increase  from  14.6  per  10,000  in  the  first  ten 
years  to  16.6  in  the  second  ten  years. 

The  effect  of  density  upon  the  mortality  from  this  disease 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  decided  as  in  the  case  of  other 
well-known  infectious  diseases,  the  ratio  being  as  15.6  per  10,000 
for  the  densely  settled  towns,  and  14.1  for  the  sparsely  settled. 

Geographical  position,  with  reference  to  distance  from  the 
sea-coast,  appears  to  have  had  a  marked  coincidence  with  the 
mortality  rate,  the  inland  counties  presenting  a  high  mortality 
rate  and  the  sea-coast  counties  a  low  one.  Elevation  above  the 
sea  also  appears  to  have  coincided  with  a  high  mortality  from 
this  cause.  With  reference  to  these  two  conditions,  distance 
from  the  sea-coast  and  elevation  above  sea  level,  consumption 
and  pneumonia  appear  to  be  to  a  considerable  degree  com- 
plementary. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  summary  the  following  condensed 
statistics  are  presented,  which  have  reference  to  the  relation  of  sex, 
age  and  season  of  the  year  to  the  diseases  under  consideration.  They 
will  be  found  useful  in  making  a  more  complete  study  of  the  subject. 

In  the  table  which  relates  to  the  mortality  by  months  (page  873) 
the  percentages  have  been  reduced  to  uniform  periods  of  one-twelfth 
of  a  year,  in  order  the  better  to  show  the  actual  incidence  of  the 
disease  at  each  such  period. 

*  In  a  very  small  number  of  cases  tlie  sex  was  unknown.  The  numbers 
were  quite  small,  and  are  therefore  disregarded  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

Tlie  following  ligures  give  tlie  mortality  by  sex,  the  deaths  of  each 
sex  from  tlie  given  disease  being  compared  with  the  persons  living  of 
each  sex,  and  in  the  case  of  diseases  peculiar  to  children  the  com- 
parison is  made  with  the  persons  living  of  each  sex  of  ages  from  0  to 
10,  and  in  the  case  of  cholera  infantum  from  0  to  5. 


*  In  the  first  table  on  the  folluwin^  page  the  only  diseases  in  which  the  diflerence  In  the 
mortality  of  the  sexes  is  excessive  and  worthy  of  special  notice  are  small-pox  and  phthisis. 
For  every  1,000  males  who  died  of  small-pox  there  were  662  deaths  of  females.  It  is  worthy 
of  note,  however,  that  the  mortality  of  the  sexes  at  different  ages  presented  a  wide 
variation.  While  the  mortality  of  the  two  sexes  for  the  period  of  life  0-20  years  was 
exactly  equal,  or  iK)  per  cent,  of  each,  that  of  the  remainder  of  life  was  70.6  per  cent,  for 
males  and  29.6  per  cent,  for  females.  It  would  appear  that  this  remarkable  result  Is 
doe  to  the  much  greater  exposure  of  males  to  Infection  in  adult  life,  while  that  of 
children  is  practically  equal;  and  not  even  the  fact  of  a  greater  exposure  of  female 
operatives  in  the  paper-making  industry  is  snfllcient  to  counterbalance  the  still  greater 
exposure  of  males  in  other  densely  settled  communities. 
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Death  Rates  per  lOfiOO  of  the  Population  living  at  Each  Age  Period  of  Life 
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The  mortality  for  phthisis  was  in  the  ratio  of  1,000  males  to  1,202  females,  or,  when 
compared  with  the  number  living  of  each  sex,  as  1,000  males  to  1.115  females.  The 
mortality  of  the  sexes  also  dilfered  considerably  at  different  ages,  that  of  females  l)ein^ 
greatest  for  all  ages  up  to  30  years,  while  that  of  males  was  greatest  for  all  the  later 
ages  from  30  to  80  years. 

In  the  table  of  age  periods  the  most  noteworthy  departure  from  what  may  l>e  termed 
a  normal  rate  of  increase  or  decrease  from  one  ace  period  to  another  exists  in  the 
column  for  small-pox.  In  the  few  instances  of  such  tables  as  have  I)een  preserved  In 
Europe  from  the  statistics  of  the  pre-vacclnation  period,  the  death  rate  from  sinall-poz 
of  children  under  6  years  was  very  much  greater  than  that  of  the  present  day,  while 
that  of  the  later  ages  was  comparatively  small.  In  the  present  table  for  Mashaobaaetta 
the  large  ratio  of  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  corresponds  to  the  experience  of 
partially  vaccinated  populations,  and  the  increasing  ratio  at  the  ages  10-30  undoubCedl;f 
Indicates  a  neglect  of  re-vaccinatlon  at  a  time  when  the  renewed  rasceptlbillty  to  small- 
pox has  not  been  met  by  re-vacclnation  of  persons  living  at  those  ages. 
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Seasonal  Mortality. 

[See  diagram  on  the  following  page.] 

Percentages  of  Deaths  in  Different  Months  of  the  Fear  (1871-90) 
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The  following  table  affords  a  good  illustration  of  the  truth  of 
Dr.  Fan's  rule  or  statement,  relative  to  the  effect  of  density  of 
population  in  increasing  the  death  rate  from  infectious  diseases.  In 
the  direction  westward  toward  Berkshire  County  the  same  uniformity 
is  not  shown,  since  the  diminishing  ratio  of  density  is  not  main- 
tained in  that  direction,  Hampden  having  a  greater  density  than 
Worcester  County.  In  the  southward  direction,  however,  as  shown 
in  the  following  table,  the  mortality  rate  from  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal infectious  diseases  decreases  inveraely  with  the  distance  from 
the  metropolitan  county  of  Suffolk  and  the  density  of  population 
(expressed  in  acres  per  inhabitant)  :  — 
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Under  this  title  are  presented  abstracts  of  such  reports  of 
the  local  boards  of  health  as  have  been  received  at  the  oflSce 
of  the  State  Board.  A  general  review  of  these  reports  shows 
that  a  constantly  increasing  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  public  hygiene  is  manifest  throughout  the  State.  The  pub- 
lic health  would  undoubtedly  be  promoted  very  much  if  the 
harmonious  relations  which  already  exist  between  the  State 
and  local  boards  were  made  more  effective  by  the  requirement 
that  all  local  boards,  or  at  least  those  of  the  cities  and  large 
towns,  should  send  copies  of  their  annual  reports  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  as  well  as  to  their  own  citizens. 

Among  the  sanitary  matters  which  api)ear  to  have  been 
foremost  was  the  increased  attention  paid  to  public  water 
supplies  and  sewerage  systems.  The  experimental  and  advis- 
ory work  of  the  Board  upon  these  important  questions  occupies 
the  principal  part  of  this  volume. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  garbage,  street  sweepings 
and  house  refuse  has  attracted  more  than  usual  interest, 
and  several  of  the  larger  cities  are  considering  the  question, 
with  the  intention  of  erecting  establishments  for  such  dis- 
posal. There  is  great  need  of  some  better  methods  than 
those  largely  practised  in  the  State.  None  of  the  older  modes 
of  disposal  are  entirely  satisfactory.  The  dumping  of  garbage 
in  enormous  heaps,  to  putrefy  and  cause  a  constant  nuisance; 
the  feeding  of  decomposed  material  to  cattle  and  swine ;  the 
depositing  at  sea,  where  it  occasionally  floats  upon  the  shore 
of  some  crowded  summer  resort,  —  all  of  these  modes  have 
objections  of  greater  or  less  weight,  according  to  the  degree 
of  injury  thus  created.  Hence  more  perfect  systems  of  dis- 
posal are  demanded,  like  those  in  use  in  British  cities  and  in 
some  municipalities  of  our  own  country. 
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Another  question  which  has  been  prominent  in  the  cities 
is  the  need  of  separate  hospitals  in  which  persons  becoming 
sick  with  infectious  diseases  can  be  isolated. 

By  the  provisions  of  two  statutes,  which  have  existed  for 
many  years,  it  is  incumbent,  both  upon  the  householder  and 
the  attending  physician,  to  report  each  case  of  disease  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health  to  the  selectmen  or  local  board  of 
health.  The  statute  relative  to  the  householder  was  enacted 
in  1792,  a  century  ago,  and  that  relating  to  the  physician  in 
1827.  Originally  the  only  specified  disease  to  which  this  stat- 
ute applied  was  small-pox.  The  statute  was  amended  in  1884 
by  specifying  also  diphtheria  and  scarlet-fever.  Other  amend- 
ments required  the  disinfection  of  infected  houses,  and  still 
further  the  keeping  of  records  of  cases  which  have  been  duly 
notified  to  the  local  boards  of  health.  These  record  books  of 
infectious  diseases  have  proved  very  valuable  for  the  purpose 
of  tracing  the  course  and  origin  of  epidemics  in  towns  and 
cities,  and  each  succeeding  year  finds  a  better  compliance  with 
the  laws  relating  to  the  recording  of  reported  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  It  would  be  an  improvement  if  the  statute  required 
the  notices  of  the  more  dangerous  infectious  diseases  to  be 
sent  to  the  State  lioard  of  Health  as  well  as  to  the  local 
board. 

From  the  annual  reports  of  the  local  boards  of  health  for  1891 
the  following  table  has  been  compiled,  in  which  are  presented 
the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  have  been 
reported  to  the  local  boards  of  health,  so  far  as  they  are  pub- 
lished in  the  reports  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  same 
causes. 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  number  of  reported  cases 
and  deaths  and  the  percentages  of  deaths  to  reported  cases  was 
as  follows  :  — 

Reported  eases  of  diphtheria, 2,444 

Reported  deaths  from  diphtheria, 575 

Percentage  of  deaths  to  reported  eases, 23.5 

Reported  cases  of  scarlet-fever, 4^17 

Reported  deaths  from  scarlet-fever, 151 

Percentage  of  deaths  to  reported  cases, 8.34 
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Reported  eases  of  typhoid  fever, 2,414 

Reported  deaths  from  typhoid  fever, 460 

Percentage  of  deaths  to  reported  cases, 19.06 

Reported  cases  of  measles, 5,861 

Reported  deaths  from  measles,    ........  84 

Percentage  of  deaths  to  reported  cases, 1.4 

The  foregoing  percentages  may  be  considered  as  somewhat 
larger  than  the  actual  percentages  of  fatalities  from  these 
diseases  during  the  year,  for  the  reason  that  the  number  of 
deaths  is  known,  while  the  number  of  reported  cases  is  prob- 
ably somewhat  less  than  the  actual  number. 

The  two  diseases,  scarlet-fever  and  measles,  undoubtedly 
prevailed  in  an  unusually  benign  form,  since  the  percentage  of 
fatality  from  these  diseases  (3.3  and  1.4)  is  considerably  less 
than  the  average  fatality  in  a  long  period  of  years. 
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Certain  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  ffeailh — Concluded. 
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Amesbury. 

The  dead  porgies  or  menhaden  fish  have  been  a  great  annoyance 
the  past  year,  and  their  removal  has  been  quite  a  bill  of  expense,  but 
it  was  done  without  exceeding  the  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  It  seems  that  the  way  to  avoid  such  expense,  year 
-  after  year,  is  to  devise  some  plan  to  prevent  fishermen,  far  down  the 
Merrimack,  from  dumping  menhaden,  which  they  do  not  want  for 
bait,  into  the  river,  for  the  incoming  tide  to  float  up  stream  and 
deposit  along  our  river  front. 

A  case  of  glanders  or  farcy  in  a  horse  was  reported.  The  animal 
was  at  once  ordered  to  be  isolated,  and  the  cattle  commissioners 
were  notified,  as  required  by  law.  The  commissioners  came, 
thorouglily  examined  the  horse,  and,  becoming  satisfied  that  it  was  a 
case  of  glanders,  ordered  the  horse  to  be  killed. 

Attleborough. 

Like  many  towns  in  the  State,  Attleborough  was  visited  by  that 
dreadful  scourge,  diphtheria,  and,  but  for  the  prompt  action  of  the 
school  committee,  acting  in  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  disease  might  easily  have  become  epidemic.  The  first  case 
reported  was  on  October  11  ;  from  that  time  until  the  2d  of 
.  November  five  cases  among  children  who  attended  school  in  the  old 
Academy  building  on  Sandford  Street  were  recorded.  The  school 
was  discontinued  November  2,  and  the  building  was  examined  for  a 
possible  source  of  the  contagion.  It  is  not  believed  that  the  cases 
originated  there.  The  building  itself,  situated  upon  a  high,  gravelly 
elevation,  has  been  in  its  present  location  about  three  years ;  no 
water  pipes  enter  it,  and  no  sewer  pipes  lead  from  it ;  the  cellar  is 
large,  light  and  dry.  Two  sinks  connected  with  a  cask  buried  in  the 
ground  are  in  the  building,  and  it  was  suggested  that  these  be  trapped 
and  the  receptacle  ventilated,  although  no  dirty  water  or  filth  of  any 
kind  is  ever  poured  down  the  sinks ;  and  there  was  no  more  odor 
about  them  than  there  was  the  day  they  were  put  in.  It  is  probable, 
as  so  often  happens,  that  the  cases  arose  from  one  of  so  mild  a  type 
that  it  was  not  recognized,  and  perhaps  never  treated  by  a  physician. 
The  school  building  was  closed  for  two  weeks,  the  rooms  thoroughly 
disinfected,  and  the  books  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  sick 
children  were  destroyed.  This  action  put  a  stop  to  further  spread  of 
the  disease  among  children  attending  that  school,  but  isolated  cases 
in  various  parts  of  the  town  were  continually  reported.  These  cases 
were  carefully  looked  after,  but  in  nearly  every  instance  it  was  impos- 
sible to  decide  upon  the  source  of  the  contagion ;  fortunately,  how-^ 


882  STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.     [Pub.  Doc. 

ever,  by  isolation  and  disiDfection  they  were  prevented  from  directly 
producing  other  cases. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  glanders  were  reported.  The  cattle 
commissioners  were  notified,  and  promptly  responded.  The  diagnosis 
was  so  evident  in  all  the  cases  that  the  owners  readily  consented  to 
the  killing  of  the  animals. 

Aver. 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  originated  in  an  adjoining  town,  five 
eases  from  these,  two  cases  were  of  unknown  origin.  The  cases  of 
scarlet-fever  were  of  unknown  origin.  Six  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
occurred  in  persons  using  well  water  for  drinking  purposes,  one  case 
where  town  water  alone  was  used. 

During  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May,  an  epidemic  of 
measles  spread  through  the  town.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type, 
but  two  deaths  being  reported  in  nearly  three  hundred  cases. 

Blackstone. 

Cases  of  contagious  diseases  have  been  reported  as  follows  :  scarlet- 
fever,  four  ;  diphtheria,  thirteen.  Of  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  eleven 
were  in  one  house. 

The  local  board  of  health  closes  its  report  as  follows :  *'  The 
public  mind  is  becoming  more  and  more  enlightened  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  public  and  pei*sonal  hygiene,  and  the  individual  has  become 
more  and  more  critical  concerning  all  matters  of  personal  anS  public 
sanitation.  It  will  be  found  that,  in  proportion  to  the  educational 
advantages  a  community  has  enjoyed,  just  so  far  there  will  be  a 
public  demand  for  a  more  advanced  and  higher  standard  of  moral, 
mental  and  physical  conditions." 

Bradford. 

Over  eighty  nuisances  have  been  investigated  by  the  Board. 
These  have  consisted  of  defective  sink  drains,  overflowing,  offen- 
sive cesspools,  filthy  privy  vaults,  foul-smelling  pig-pens,  and  prem- 
ises where  filth  and  rubbish  had  been  allowed  to  collect  and  become 
offensive  to  the  neighborhood. 

Thirty-eight  notices  have  been  served,  and  six  second  notices. 
In  other  instances,  personal  suggestions  have  been  willingly  carried 
out,  and  there  were  but  two  cases  where  a  sheriff's  notice  was 
necessary. 

There  have  been  thirteen  cases  of  contagious  diseases,  in  com* 
parison  with  twenty-five  cases  last  year  and  thirty-seven  tiie  year 
before,  showing  the  great  benefit  derived  from  the  introduction  of 
pure  water  into  our  town. 
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Boston. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  were  10,571,  an  excess  of  390  deaths 
over  the  number  of  the  previous  year.  This  increase  is  in  part 
accounted  for  by  the  unusually  large  number  of  deaths  from  cholera 
infantum  during  the  summer  months,  which  were  marked  by  a  con- 
tinued higher  temperature  and  an  excess  of  humidity  over  1890.  The 
advent  of  the  epidemic  of  influenza  in  December,  and  its  influence 
on  other  diseases,  increased  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  latter 
montli  to  1,K^3,  as  against  8i30  for  the  same  month  of  the  previous 
year.  The  death  rate  for  the  calendar  year  is  23.02,  showing  the 
small  increase  of  .32  over  the.  rate  of  the  previous  year.  The  deaths 
due  to  zymotic  diseases,  against  which  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of 
Health  are  chiefly  directed,  show  a  smaller  percentage  of  the  total 
mortality  than  in  any  year  since  this  Board  was  established,  being 
but  15.27  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

During  the  year  the  system  of  house  inspection,  begun  in  a  previ- 
ous year,  was  continued,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work 
done  in  the  different  parts  of  the  city :  — 


Whole  number  examined, 

Bad  odors  found,    .... 

Defective  drains  found, . 

Defective  trapping  found. 

Privy  vaults  found. 

Offensive  vaults  found,  . 

Damp  or  unclean  yards. 

Damp  or  unclean  eel  hu's. 

Using  furnaces,      .... 

Furnaces  without  proper  air  supply, 

Using  steam  heat,  .... 

Water-closets  found. 

Offensive  water-closets  found. 

Ventilation  to  soil-pipe  or  drain  found, 

Offensive  cesspools  found. 

Percentage  of  defective  drains. 

Percentage  of  defective  trapping. 

Percentage  of  unventilated  drains. 


709 

238 

204 

191 

30 

13 

17 

23 

263 

83 

71 

681 

62 

375 

49 

28.77 

•26.91 

47.11 


The  number  of  nuisances  which  the  Board  abated  or  caused  to  be 
abated  during  the  year  was  11,562,  the  character  of  the  nuisances 
being  mainly  defective  house-drains,  traps  and  water-closets,  and 
filthy  tenements,  yards  and  cesspools. 

The  number  of  places,  yards,  cellars,  cesspools,  water-closets,  etc., 
disinfected  during  the  year,  was  99,090,  of  which  the  greater  number 
were  thus  treated  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  September  and 
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October.  In  addition  to  these,  1,624  houses,  inclading  3,399  rooms* 
were  disinfected  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases. 

One  of  the  growing  evils  which  this  Board  is  called  upon  to  combat 
is  the  practice  of  overcrowding  which  prevails  in  the  tenement-liouses 
in  certain  sections  of  the  city.  This  is  more  common  during  the  win- 
ter months,  when  a  large  laboring  class  is  thrown  out  of  employment 
in  the  country  districts,  and  flocks  to  the  city  to  live  with  friends, 
or  form  groups,  and  in  small  tenements  live  on  a  co-operative  plan. 
The  two  principal  causes  of  overcrowding  are,  first,  the  inclination  to 
live  in  a  densely  inhabited  neighborhood  ;  and,  second,  to  economize. 
The  people  who  are  addicted  to  this  practice  are,  with  some  rare 
exceptions,  uncleanly  in  their  habits  and  not  accustomed  to  good 
sanitary  surroundings,  and  evince  little  desire  to  improve  them. 
That  they  are  aware  that  they  are  violating  some  law  or  sanitary 
regulation  is  clearly  shown  by  their  uniform  habit  of  concealing  the 
truth  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  their  habitations,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  number  of 
occupants  in  any  given  locality,  except  by  inspection  made  at  night. 
This  practice  rarely  prevails  except  in  the  poorer  neighborhoods  of 
the  North  and  West  Ends,  South  Cove,  and,  to  some  extent,  in  South 
Boston.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  entirely  control  this  evil, 
notwithstanding  the  Board  of  Health  has  repeatedly  warned  land- 
lords, and  has  placed  printed  placards  over  the  door  of  each  room, 
giving  the  number  of  lodgers  allowed. 

The  public  baths  were  patronized  by  more  people  during  the  past 
bathing  season  than  in  any  season  since  their  establishment.  The 
bathing-house  at  Commercial  Point,  Dorchester,  which  has  hitherto 
been  open  to  women  exclusively,  was  opened  to  men  only  on  four 
days  of  the  week,  the  remaining  three  being  reserved  for  women, 
thus  affording  much-needed  accommodations  for  both  sexes  in  that 
section.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  bathers  at  each 
of  the  bathing-houses  during  the  past  summer,  and  the  number  for 
the  previous  season,  as  rei>orted  by  the  various  superintendents :  — 

Men  and  boys, 836,086 

Women  and  girls, 178,702 

Total,  both  sexes, 1,014,788 

There  were  4,383  persons  vaccinated,  and  certificates  of  vaccina- 
tion were  given  to  2,967  children  for  their  admission  to  the  public 
schools.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  applying  for 
vaccination  during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with  previous  yean. 

The  bodies  of  472  persons  dying  without  a  physician  in  attend* 
ance  were  examined.    These  cases  comprised  principally  those  wiio« 
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•died  of  chronic  diseases,  where  there  was  no  medical  care  for  months 
previous  to  death,  and  those  who  died  suddenly  from  natural  causes. 
In  those  cases  a  careful  external  examination  was  made,  the  symp- 
toms learned,  and  a  diagnosis,  sufficiently  accurate  for  all  practical 
purposes,  reached.  The  law  requires  a  medical  certificate  of  death 
before  a  permit  for  burial  is  granted,  and  those  examinations  were 
made  to  conform  to  the  law,  as  well  as  to  collect  statistics  for  the 
bills  of  mortality. 

Forty-three  cases  of  eruptive  diseases,  reported  as  small-pox,  were 
examined ;  but  in  no  instance  was  small-pox  found  to  exist.  This 
was  the  first  time  since  the  year  ending  April  30,  1879,  that  there  had 
been  immunity  from  this  disease  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 

The  reports  of  831  eases  of  diphtheria  and  1,327  of  scarlet-fever 
were  investigated.  Ihe  importance  of  a  careful  medical  supervision 
of  the  public  schools,  in  order  to  prevent  the  attendance  of  chil- 
dren ill  witli  mild  attacks  of  these  diseases,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasized. 

A  series  of  diagrams  and  charts,  illustrating  the  prevalence  of 
scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria,  by  months,  and  their  relative  severity  in 
the  different  wards  of  the  city,  accompanies  the  report. 

At  the  quarantine  station  613  vessels  were  boarded  during  the 
year,  and  eleven  were  disinfected.  The  number  of  persons  treated 
in  the  quarantine  hospital  was  52.  During  the  past  ten  years  7,132 
vessels  have  been  boarded,  372,872  immigrants  inspected,  and  202 
persons  treated  in  the  quarantine  hospital. 

From  the  report  of  the  inspector  at  the  abbattoir,  it  appears  that 
564,056  animals  were  slaughtered  and  86  were  condemned,  of  which 
number  26  were  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 

One  hundred  and  one  cases  of  actinomycosis  were  found  among 
cattle  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  66,  which  was  twenty- two 
hundredths  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  cattle  received. 
Of  the  cows  from  the  eastern  States,  60  were  tuberculous,  or  4.85 
per  cent. 

Bridgewater. 

Ultimately  the  town  will  be  obliged  to  construct  a  regular  system 
of  sewerage.  Until  we  are  ready  for  this,  an  odorless  wagon  should 
be  obtained,  and  a  person  employed  to  pump  out  the  contents  of 
cesspools  at  the  owner's  expense,  and  to  carry  the  same  to  the  out  - 
fikirts  of  the  village,  where  it  could  be  utilized  as  a  fertilizer. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  not  a  single  case  of  typhoid  fever  has  oc- 
curred in  families  using  the  *'  city  water." 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
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contagious  diseases.  The  regulations  of  the  Hoard  prohibit  families 
from  sending  children  to  the  public  schools  or  frequenting  the  public 
library  while  any  member  of  the  household  is  sick  with  any  contagions 
disease. 

Good  judgment  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  exercising  care  in 
regard  to  attending  public  or  private  gatherings  at  sucli  times. 

Brookline. 

It  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  that  the  liouse  of 
one  of  the  milkmen  just  over  the  Brighton  line,  but  supplying  many 
Brookline  families  with  milk,  was  infected  with  typhoid  fever,  the 
necessary  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  protect  tlie  customer,  without 
much  injury  to  the  milkman's  business,  and  with  success. 

Regulations  for  the  suppression  of  contagions  diseases  among 
domestic  auimals,  prepared  by  the  State  Cattle  Commissioners,  were 
adopted  by  the  Board,  Feb.  19,  1891,  entered  upon  its  record,  and 
ordered  to  be  posted  throughout  the  town. 

The  inspector  has  visited  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  dwellings  and 
out-buildings,  and  eighty-four  permits  were  granted  for  improving 
the  drainage. 

In  eleven  houses  in  which  there  had  been  scarlet-fever,  and  in  two 
in  which  there  had  been  diphtheria,  the  inspector  has  disinfected  the 
infected  rooms  in  a  thorough  manner.  In  other  cases  the  disinfection 
was  done  by  the  families,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

Cambridge. 

Total  inspections  made  in  1891, r»,2()8 

Notices  issued, 1,:U8 

Vissits  and  inspections  of  places  where  contagious  diseases 

occurred, ....  l,o74 

Vaccinations, 41.") 

The  Board  wishes  to  express  its  satisfaction  with  the  results 
from  the  addition  to  its  force  of  a  second  sanitary  inspector,  as  it  was 
impossible,  in  a  city  with  the  area  and  population  of  Cambridge,  for 
one  man  to  discharge  in  a  thorough  manner  the  duties  devolving  upon 
such  a  position.  The  field  covered  by  preventive  medicine  has  been 
during  the  last  few  years  widely  extended,  and  the  work  done  in  all 
branches  of  sanitary  legislation  enormously  enlarged.  AVhen  these 
investigations  into  the  causation  of  diseases  and  into  the  most  efficient 
methods  for  their  prevention  now  being  carried  on  in  this  country, 
Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  are  taken  into  consid- 
eration, it  is  apparent  that  the  man  who  keeps  himself  informed  on 
these  subjects,  in  addition  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  an  officer 
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of  a  board  of  health,  can  have  little  time  to  give  to  outside  work,  and 
the  combination  of  the  two  can  hardly  allow  of  each  receiving  its 
proper  share  of  attention.  We  also  think  that,  to  insure  perfect  free- 
dom of  action,  there  should  be  neither  the  desires  and  prejudices  of 
patients  nor  the  relations  with  fellow-practitioners  to  be  consulted, 
but  that  the  first  and  only  object  for  consideration  with  a  health 
oflScer  should  be  the  public  health.  We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion 
that  the  time  cannot  be  long  postponed  when  it  will  be  necessary  that 
the  executive  officer  of  health,  if  he  is  a  doctor  of  medicine,  shall 
cease  to  be  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

During  the  past  year  the  sanitary  inspectors  have  examined  the 
condition  of  a  number  of  places  where  cows  are  kept.  In  nearly 
every  instance  the  milk  obtained  from  these  cows  is  sold.  These  cow 
stables  may,  with  regard  to  their  condition  as  to  cleanliness,  be 
classecl  as  follows :  in  forty-eight  cases  this  was  found  to  be  good ; 
in  eighteen,  fair  ;  in  twenty-seven,  bad.  When  it  is  considered  that 
a  large  pnrt  of  this  milk  is  consumed  by  infants  and  young  children, 
mere  cleanliness  as  estimated  by  the  senses  of  sight  and  smell  does 
not  necessarily  fulfil  all  the  requirements  that  are  needed.  When  one 
of  these  stables  is  filthy,  an  order  issues  from  the  Board  for  the  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance,  which  is  followed  by  a  cleaning  up  of  the 
premises,  to  be  followed,  however,  in  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  by  a 
relapse  into  the  former  condition,  and  the  issue  of  another  order, — 
a  process  continuing  in  a  never-ending  round.  The  other  undesirable 
conditions,  overcrowding,  imperfect  ventilation  and  drainage  and 
improper  situation,  the  Board  with  its  present  powers  finds  it  irapos- 
sible  to  control.  Notification  of  communicable  diseases,  unsupple- 
mented  by  means  for  their  isolation,  is  a  limping  measure,  and  isolation 
worthy  of  confidence  elsewhere  than  in  a  special  hospital  is  in  many 
cases  an  impossibility. 

Considering  the  unanimity  prevailing  among  sanitary  authorities 
in  Massachusetts  regarding  the  value  of  the  measure  of  placarding  the 
houses,  it  seemed  well  to  the  Board  to  give  the  method  a  trial  in  Cam- 
bridge, with  regard  to  two  eminently  communicable  diseases,  diphtheria 
and  scarlet- fever ;  and  witli  this  end  in  view  it  was  decided  to  place 
on  every  house  wherein  such  diseases  existed  a  placard  setting  forth 
this  fact.  It  was  also  decided  that,  upon  notification  from  the 
attending  physician  that  the  danger  from  contagion  was  over,  the 
placard  should  be  removed,  and  the  premises  fumigated  by  an  agent 
of  the  Board  for  those  who  were  unable  to  do  this  themselves,  or  to 
bear  the  expense  of  the  proceeding.  Those  who  could  pay  for  the 
material  used  would  be  expected  to  do  so.  It  seems  almost  unnec- 
essary to  add  that  by  the  words  "  when  the  danger  from  contagion  is 
over  "  is  meant  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  patient  has  ceased 
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to  reproduce  the  specific  contagium  of  the  disease,  so  far  as  a  com- 
petent authority  is  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  Any 
measures  of  so-called  disinfection  of  the  premises  while  the  contagium 
is  still  being  reproduced  and  disseminated  must  be  of  very  little  value. 
In  the  next  place,  some  plain  directions  may  be  sent  to  each  house 
wherein  a  case  of  one  of  the  diseases  under  consideration  exists,  set- 
ting forth  the  means  that  seem  to  be  capable  of  limiting  in  some 
degree  the  diffusion  of  the  contagium.  Sprinkling  solations  of  car- 
bolic acid  round  the  room,  or  hanging  sheets  soaked  with  that  or 
any  other  substance  before  the  door,  being  such  puerile  proceedings, 
the  wonder  is  that  they  could  ever  have  been  seriously  proposed. 
The  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  the  patient  and  his  surround- 
ings, and  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  air,  are,  however,  measures 
regarding  the  value  of  which  there  can  be  little  difference  of  opinion  ; 
and,  if  these  points  are  carefully  attended  to,  any  after- purification 
of  the  premises  will  be  a  matter  much  easier  and  surer  of  accomplish- 
ment. The  explanation  of  the  advantages  of  the  directions  given  and 
the  general  supervision  over  their  carrying  out  should  be  left  with  the 
physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

Canton. 

Ninety-seven  complaints  for  nuisances  have  been  filed,  and  each 
was  at  once  abated. 

Two  cases  of  glanders  in  horses  were  reported,  and  the  animals 
were  killed  bv  order  of  the  cattle  commissioners. 

CmcoPEE. 

All  persons  engaged  in  offensive  trades  are  required  to  procure  a 
license  from  the  Board  of  Health.  In  one  case,  though  refusing  to 
grant  a  license  because  the  processes  of  manufacture  and  condition 
of  the  premises  were  unsatisfactory,  the  Board  permitted  its  continu- 
ance, in  consequence  of  representations  of  improved  processes  in 
course  of  construction.  It  is  expected  that  the  coming  season  will 
correct  all  objections  heretofore  existing  to  this  industry. 

The  oil  used  by  the  Overman  Wheel  Company  as  a  source  of 
motive  power  found  its  way  into  the  sewers  the  latter  part  of  the 
season,  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a  source  of  offence  to  the  greater 
l>ortion  of  the  village  of  the  Falls.  This  was  manifestly  due  to  want 
of  experience  in  its  use,  and  faulty  methods  of  construction.  Sach 
changes  have  been  made  as  will,  it  is  expected,  remedy  this  in  the 
future. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  necessity  of  securing  a  new  souroe  of 
water  supply,  in  consequence  of  increasing  pollution  of  the  Chioopee 
River. 
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Clinton. 

The  Board  has  received  and  investigated  fifty- four  complaints, 
all  of  which  were  satisfactorily  abated  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board,  excepting  in  two  cases  which  we  were  obliged  to  bring 
before  the  court,  after  which  the  nuisances  were  abated,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  paities. 

We  have  received  and  investigated  four  cases  of  diseases  among 
domestic  animals,  one  being  a  glandered  horse,  which  was  killed  after 
proper  investigation ;  two  of  the  other  cases  were  tuberculosis  in  cows. 

During  the  past  year  the  long-existing  Counterpane  Pond  nuisance 
has  been  abated,  and  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past ;  there  exists  now 
only  the  natural  stream. 

Danvers. 

The  general  condition  of  the  town  has  compared  favorably  with 
preceding  years.  No  serious  evils  or  diseases  have  resulted  from 
defective  drainage,  foul  odors  or  absence  of  proper  sanitary  pre- 
cautions. Local  and  private  nuisances  have,  for  the  most  part,  been 
promptly  abated  when  attention  has  been  called  thereto. 

Dedham. 

It  was  proposed  to  begin  a  course  of  house-to-house  inspection, 
with  the  twofold  object  of  ascertaining  actual  conditions,  and 
suggesting  such  changes  as  the  Board  believe  are  needed  to  make 
the  town  a  pleasanter  and  more  healthful  place  of  abode  for  its 
inhabitants.  It  was  not  expected  that  a  work  of  this  kind  would  be 
completed  in  a  single  year,  but  a  beginning  was  made,  and  we 
believe  that  not  a  little  good  has  been  accomplished.  As  no  special 
notices  were  given  of  time  or  places  to  be  visited,  beyond  the  general 
statement  that  insjiection  would  begin  immediately  after  the  25th  of 
May,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  annual  spring  ^^  cleaning  up"  was 
more  promptly  attended  to  than  in  previous  years.  The  placing  of 
our  ^^  rules  and  regulations"  in  the  houses  of  the  entire  town  must 
have  had  an  influence  for  good. 

Easthampton. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  year  diphtheria  was  still  appearing 
occasionally,  and  continued  to  appear  during  the  spring  and  summer 
until  August  7,  at  which  time  the  last  report  was  received.  Increased 
vigilance  in  quarantine  regulations,  destruction  by  fire  of  infected 
household  goods  where  any  probability  of  danger  existed,  have 
been  pursued  until  the  epidemic  has  at  last  disappeared. 
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Fall  River. 

"With  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  ordinance  went  into  eflPect 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  official  known  as  the  inspector 
of  plumbing.  In  accordance  with  this  order,  on  the  first  day  of 
March  the  inspector  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office,  which  he 
has  performed  with  zeal  and  ability.  In  addition  to  rigidly  inspect- 
ing the  plumbing  and  drainage  systems  of  all  new  buildings  which 
have  been  erected  since  his  appointment,  he  has  supervised  all 
repairs  made  in  old  buildings,  which  guarantee  them  against 
becoming  a  source  whereby  diseases  may  be  introduced  and 
propagated. 

Not  taking  measles  into  consideration,  of  which  disease  it  is  not 
considered  necessary  to  keep  a  record,  the  whole  number  of  conta- 
gious diseases  reported  to  the  Board  for  the  year  was  329,  against 
353  cases  the  previous  year  and  488  in  the  year  1889. 

During  the  year  1,006  persons  have  been  successfully  vaccinated 
under  the  direction  of  the  city  physician. 

Four  horses  affected  with  glanders  were  killed  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  State  Cattle 
Commissioners. 

Complaints  investigated,  965. 

The  (lisease  which  most  largely  contributed  to  the  mortality  in  the 
class  of  zymotic  or  preventable  diseases  was  cholera  infantum,  which 
caused  257  deaths,  or  14.17  per  cent,  of  all  deaths,  as  against  185 
deaths,  or  11.17  per  cent,  of  all  deaths,  in  1890. 

FiTCHBURG. 

The  work  of  the  Board  was  greatly  increased  the  past  year  on 
account  of  the  epidemic  of  measles  that  prevailed  in  the  city  the 
first  few  months  of  the  year ;  and,  later,  the  enforcing  of  the  law 
discontinuing  the  use  of  privy  vaults  on  the  line  of  sewers,  when 
such  vaults  were  considered  nuisances  by  the  Board. 

We  are  satisfied  that  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  not  all  been 
reported,  from  the  fact  that  there  were  only  thirteen  cases  reported, 
while  there  were  five  deaths,  which  shows  a  much  more  fatal  type  of 
the  disease  than  probably  exists. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated, 191 

Plumbing  jobs  inspected  by  agent, 186 

Houses  fumigated  and  instiiictions  given,    ....  245 

Cesspools  and  privy  vaults  cleaned  by  permission,      .        •  860 

Four  prosecutions  were  made  during  the  year,  one  each  for  tbe 
following  offences:  burying  contents  of  privy  vaults  on  premisea; 
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opening  privy  vaalts  without  license ;  keeping  fowls  without  license ; 
doing  plumbing  work  without  license. 

Disposal  of  sewage  is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that  is 
interesting  the  public,  and  the  needs  of  this  city  should  be  attended 
to  before  rather  than  after  an  epidemic  disease  threatens  the  health 
and  lives  of  our  citizens.  The  experiment  of  purifying  the  sewage 
before  it  enters  the  river  has  been  undertaken  by  the  United  States 
Sewage  Filtering  and  Fertilizing  Company,  at  the  outlet  of  our  largest 
sewer. 

Gardner. 

The  main  trunk  lines  of  the  proposed  system  of  sewers  have  been 
laid  in  the  Centre  and  West  villages,  and  are  in  operation.  Every- 
thing is  working  in  a  favorable  manner,  and  the  results  are  as  satis- 
factory as  was  anticipated.  The  Derby  Pond,  also,  which  has  been 
a  menacing  source  of  danger  for  some  time,  from  the  large  accumula- 
tion of  filth  that  had  collected  therein  and  which  was  steadily  increas- 
ing, is  now  entirely  relieved,  as  every  one  bordering  on  the  pond  has 
either  made  entrance  into  the  sewers  or  satisfactory  private  sanitary 
arrangements.  As  every  improvement  carries  with  it  some  element 
of  danger,  the  Board  would  particularly  request  householders  to  see 
that,  where  entrance  is  made  into  the  sewers,  the  plumbing  is  done 
in  a  careful  and  thorough  manner. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  state  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
town  has  been  steadily  improving  during  the  past  few  years,  and,  as 
the  system  of  sewers  is  developed  and  entrance  made  therein,  a 
greater  degree  of  immunity  from  contagious  diseases  will  result. 

Franklin. 

Since  our  last  report,  in  which  your  attention  was  called  to  the 
large  number  of  children  not  vaccinated,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  school  committee  voted  that  no  scholar,  except  for 
adequate  cause,  should  be  allowed  to  attend  the  public  schools  unless 
properly  vaccinated.  The  result  is  that  all  scholars  now  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  are  protected  by  it.  But  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  are  still  a  large  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age 
yet  un vaccinated.  For  this  neglect  of  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
parents,  guardians  and  the  selectmen  must  be  held  responsible. 

Gloucester. 

The  large  amount  of  fresh  fish  dressed  on  our  wharves  during  the 
winter  of  1890-91  caused  large  quantities  of  waste  to  collect  under 
the  wharves.     An  inspection  of  them  was  made,  and  the  occupants  of 
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each  wharf  where  such  waste  was  found  were  directed  to  remove  these 
deposits.  AVhilc  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  ham- 
per the  fish  trade,  there  seems  to  be  considerable  evidence  that  col- 
lections of  this  kind  may  originate  sickness.  Collections  of  fish 
waste  which  are  covered  by  water  at  low  tide  do  not  seem  to  be 
offensive. 

Two  cases  of  glanders  were  reported  to  the  Board,  and  both  horses 
were  afterward  killed  and  the  stable  disinfected. 

During  the  past  year  warning  cards  have  been  placed  on  houses 
containing  cases  of  scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria.  The  people  have 
seemed  very  kindly  disposed  towards  this  innovation.  Some  of  the 
cards  were  removed  without  permission  from  the  Board  of  Health,  but 
we  believe  through  a  misunderstanding.  The  Board  of  Health  reserves 
the  right  to  order  the  removal  of  these  cards  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  physician  in  attendance.  At  the  first  of  the  year,  some,  through 
a  misunderstanding,  failed  to  become  informed  of  this  part  of  our 
order.  About  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  or  one  hundred  and  forty 
different  houses  were  placarded  during  the  year. 

,        Great  Barrington. 

That  the  five  years  of  the  existence  of  a  board  of  health  has  estab- 
lished the  fact  of  its  usefulness,  and  that  it  has  become  a  necessity 
and  a  benefit  to  the  people,  few  will  deny ;  and  it  is  also  evident  that, 
with  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  villages,  the  necessity  of  such 
a  body  not  only  becomes  greater,  but  the  responsibility  increases,  the 
duties  multiply  and  the  prompt  performance  of  them  becomes  more 
imperative.  And  the  people  also  show  an  increasing  disposition  to 
aid  the  Board  in  its  efforts,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  help  thus 
offered  in  carrying  out  hygienic  measures  and  in  suppressing  those 
local  causes  of  disease  which  are  sporadic,  and  are  ever  present  in  our 
midst ;  for  be  it  known  that  local  boards  are  maintained  and  prore 
their  usefulness  not  only  in  securing  accurate  and  valuable  statistics, 
but  also  in  preventing  and  modifying  zymotic  diseases,  which  consti- 
tute a  large  share  of  tne  prevailing  acute  maladies,  and  which  tend  to 
increase  and  become  more  virulent  as  population  grows  and  becomes 
centralized. 

The  death  rate  in  the  town  as  well  as  elsewhere  during  the  year 
1891  was  rather  larger  than  usual ;  the  epidemic  of  influenza  made 
its  presence  sadly  felt  among  us,  invading  nearly  every  household. 

Typhoid  fever  of  a  severe  type  has  invaded  several  houses  in  this 
village  during  the  past  fall  and  early  winter,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
life.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that  nearly  every  case  occurred  outside  of 
the  limits  of  our  public  water  supply. 
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Greenfield. 

It  seems  to  iis  that  some  action  should  be  taken  by  the  town  to 
provide  for  the  systematic  removal  of  house  refuse  and  garbage  from 
such  houses  as  have  at  present  no  means  of  disposing  of  such  accumu- 
lations. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  town  vote  to  instruct  the  selectmen 
and  the  Board  of  Health  to  have  charge  of  the  disposition  of  all 
refuse,  garbage  and  offal  of  the  town. 

Haverhill. 

The  cause  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  found  in  the 
epidemic  of  influenza  and  other  allied  diseases  which  prevailed  during 
the  mouth  of  December  and  the  latter  part  of  November.  Though 
there  are  no  data  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  by  which  the  actual 
number  of  those  affected  can  be  determined,  there  is  not  much  doubt 
that  it  was  between  thirty  and  forty  per  cent,  of  the  adult  population 
of  the  city;  and,  though  but  eighteen  deaths  are  directly  attributed 
to  this  cause,  yet  the  diseases  incident  to  it,  such  as  pneumonia, 
bronchitis  and  other  allied  affections,  show  a  considerable  increase 
over  previous  years.  Many  of  the  deaths  which  occuiTcd  were  of 
persons  of  advanced  age  and  those  who  were  debilitated  by  chronic 
ailments. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  but  15.16  per  cent,  of  the 
mortality,  or  3.02  to  each  1,000  of  population. 

HOLYOKE. 

After  about  two  years'  immunity,  a  case  of  small-pox  appeared 
in  our  midst  in  April.  Though  occurring  in  a  family  of  thirteen  per- 
sons, and  in  a  large  eight-tenement  building,  the  speedy  removal  of 
the  patient  and  thorough  vaccination  of  all  exposed  fortunately 
limited  the  outbreak  to  a  single  case.  The  patient,  a  woman  of 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  was  employed  in  a  paper-mill  rag-room, 
and,  though  vaccinated  in  youth,  had  the  disease  in  a  very  severe 
form,  but  made  a  good  recovery. 

Quite  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  city,  especially 
children,  we  believe  are  wholly  unprotected  by  vaccination. 

Scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria  have  prevailed  to  some  extent  through- 
out the  year,  but  with  only  ordinary  fatality.  Typhoid  fever  has 
appeared  to  about  the  same  extent  as  for  three  or  four  years  past. 
The  State  Board  of  Health  has  made  a  close  study  of  the  causes 
possible  for  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  here.  While  no  definite 
results  have  yet  been  reported  by  the  Board,  the  use  of  canal  water 
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in  factories  for  drinking  purposes  is  believed  to  have  been  somewhat 
a  factor.  On  the  suggestion  of  the  State  Board,  the  water  was  inter- 
dicted by  our  Board  by  placing  labels  and  notices  of  warning  in  all 
shops  and  mills. 

Measles  appeared  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  whooping-cough  was  almost  unknown  throughout  the  year. 

Vaccination  has  been  done  for  all  school  children  who  made  appli- 
cation, the  number  during  the  year  having  been  385.  Certificates  of 
vaccination  were  furnished  to  school  children  and  mill  operatives  to 
the  number  of  about  1 ,200.  A  special  appropriation  is  advised  for 
the  purpose  of  general  vaccination. 

Hull. 

Nearly  all  the  houses  in  the  village  are  connected  with  the  sewer, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  a  short  time  all  will  see  the  great  benefits  to 
be  derived,  and  'make  connections.  During  the  past  summer  the 
town  extended  its  system  of  sewerage  by  building  a  sewer  at  Stony 
Beach,  which  will  drain  the  low  lands  and  be  of  great  benefit  to 
residents  of  that  vicinity.  The  drainage  at  Bayside  during  the  past 
season  was  considerably  better  than  formerly,  but  still  there  is  a  good 
chance  for  improvement. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  has  been  good.  During  the 
year  no  contagious  diseases  have  been  reported. 

Lancaster. 

Tliere  have  been  several  cases  of  suspected  tuberculosis  among 
animals  re|M)rted  to  and  investigated  by  the  Board.  Five  of  these 
animals  were  killed  by  their  owners,  and  were  found  to  be  tuber- 
culous. Four  cases  of  suspected  glanders  and  one  of  farcy  have 
been  investigated.  One  case  of  farcy  and  one  of  glanders  have,  by 
order  of  the  State  Board  of  Cattle  Commissionere,  been  destroyed, 
and  the  premises  where  the  animals  had  been  kept  thoroughly  dis- 
infected. 

Lexington. 

A  number  of  complaints  of  various  nuisances  have  been  made. 
These  have  received  prompt  personal  attention,  and  in  all  cases  the 
decisions  and  requirements  of  the  Board  have  been  met  in  a  proper 
spirit,  and  our  instructions  have  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  some  of  these  nuisances  will 
occur  again  and  again,  until  a  drainage  system  is  established  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
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During  the  year  there  have  been  reported  one  case  of  diphtheria, 
three  of  typhoid  fever  and  eleven  of  scarlet-fever.  In  these  last 
mentioned  the  disease  for  the  most  part  assumed  a  mild  type.  The 
reports  cover  a  period  of  three  months,  six  of  the  cases  occurring  in 
one  family. 

Lowell. 

Health  laws  should  not  be  made  for  oppression  ;  but,  if  erroi*s  are 
to  be  made  in  them,  they  should  be  made  on  the  side  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  many,  rather  than  in  yielding  to  the  assumed  rights  of  the 
few.  So  long  as  contagious  diseases  can  be  prevented,  and  so  long 
as  the  health  and  comfort  of  a  community  are  disturbed  by  nuisances, 
the  need  remains  for  greater  work  and  further  progress. 

Especially  the  older  tenement-houses  in  Lowell  are  in  a  very  bad 
condition.  They  are  considered  as  an  investment  by  their  owners, 
and  they  are  expected  to  yield  as  large  an  income  as  possible,  and 
the  health  of  the  tenant  is  rarely  taken  into  consideration. 

During  the  year  1891,  18,550  loads  of  ashes  were  removed  from 
houses  to  the  different  dumping  grounds  that  we  have  in  use.  The 
Board  of  Health  has  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  city  coun- 
cil to  the  condition  of  the  dumps,  to  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made,  and  to  the  desirability  of  destroying  the  garbage  of  the  city  by 
cremation. 

A  bath-house  was  launched  for  business  July  1,  and  up  to  Septem- 
ber 24,  when  it  was  closed,  21,853  baths  were  taken  in  its  waters. 

Lowell  is  very  well  furnished  with  accommodations  in  case  of  the 
breaking  out  of  small-pox,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  not  a 
similar  institution,  nearer  the  heart  of  the  city,  for  the  isolation  and 
proper  treatment  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet-fever.  If  efficient  methods 
can  be  applied  to  the  eradication  of  one  contagious  disease,  why  may 
they  not,  by  vigorous  enforcements,  be  of  great  advantage  in  other 
diseases,  classed  as  preventive,  which  are  always  with  us?  Until 
we  can  thoroughly  isolate  patients,  particularly  those  of  the  poorer 
classes,  who  have  had  bad  hygienic  surroundings,  we  shall  some  time 
have  to  meet  a  frightful  mortality  from  these  diseases.  And  in  con- 
nection with  a  hospital  of  this  description  could  be  built  a  public 
disinfecting  station,  where  the  furniture,  carpets,  bedding  and  wear- 
ing apparel  from  houses  in  which  there  may  have  been  contagious 
diseases  may  be  sent  and  thoroughly  disinfected. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health,  typhoid  fever  is  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  the  population  of  Lowell  than  all  the  other  contagious 
diseases.  It  is  a  disease  to  which  every  one  is  exposed,  and,  so  far 
as  we  know,  immunity  from  it  cannot  be  purchased  by  submitting 
to  attack.     So  far  as  the  study  of  the  Board  has  gone,  they  have 
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reached  the  conclusion  that,  so  long  as  the  sewage  of  Manchester, 
Hooksett,  Suncook  and  Nashua  drains  into  our  water  supply,  we  are 
surrounded  by  its  infection  and  cannot  escape.  It  flows  beside  iis  in 
the  river,  in  our  mains,  from  the  taps  in  our  houses ;  the  germ  of 
disease  may  not  be  in  this  pitcherful  or  in  that,  but  it  will  flud  us 
some  day  if  we  continue  to  use  the  water  which  contains  it.  About 
one  victim  in  Lowell  is  taken  daily,  and,  as  the  average  duration  of 
this  fever  is  about  a  month,  there  are  always  thirty  persons  in  this 
city  whose  lives  are  trembling  in  the  balance.  Calculate  the  loss  by 
sickness,  the  loss  of  work,  the  unprofitable  work  of  nursing,  and  the 
actual  outlay  caused  by  each  visitation  of  the  disease,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  every  possible  help  should  be  given  by  the  physicians, 
instead  of  refusing  to  reiK)rt  cases,  so  that  the  health  department  may 
do  what  little  they  can  to  prevent  its  increase.  All  the  information 
possible  is  gleaned  in  each  case,  and  made,  a  matter  of  record  at  the 
office  of  the  Board,  and  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  useful  as  a 
basis  for  study  and  analysis. 


Lynn. 

After  a  thorough  and  careful  investigation,  the  Board  of  Health 
decided  the  works  of  the  Lynn  Glue  Company  to  be  a  public  nui- 
sance, and  on  April  13  issued  an  order  to  cease  and  desist  from 
carrying  on  business.  The  order  was  complied  with  by  the  company, 
and  their  business  has  been  moved  to  Salem. 

Immediate  provision  will  have  to  be  made  by  the  incoming  city 
government  for  a  modern  system  for  the  disposal  of  house  ofifal  and 
night  soil.  Not  only  have  the  householders  and  residents  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  present  dump  protested  (and  justly 
so)  against  its  maintenance,  but  the  owner  of  the  land  has  notified 
the  Board  that  at  the  expiration  of  its  lease  the  coming  spi'ing  it  will 
not  be  renewed.  In  what  manner  the  exigency  can  be  best  met  is  a 
momentous  question,  and  requires  deliberate  consideration.  For  the 
disposal  of  garbage  the  Board  is  favorably  impressed  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Boston  Board,  as  embodied  in  their  report  for  the 
year  1891. 

Marlborocgh. 

The  Board  early  made  regulations  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
house  dirt  and  rubbish  by  a  scavenger.  Though  work  done  in  the 
line  of  preventing  epidemics  of  disease  is  not  easily  demonstrable, 
we  are  convinced,  from  the  inspection  of  the  houses  and  sunoand* 
lugs  m  the  streets  covered  by  the  scavenger,  that  his  work  did  mooh 
toward  remedying  one  of  the  worst  nuisances  of  the  city.    The 
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bera  of  the  Board  have  done  what  they  could,  by  ordering  the  brooks 
cleared  from  time  to  time,  to  change  the  filthy  condition  of  the  drain 
on  French  Hill.  The  condition  of  this  brook  or  drain,  which  has 
been  a  source  of  annoyance  for  years,  and  about  which  a  petition 
was  sent  to  the  city  council  last  year,  will  no  doubt  be  improved  after 
the  sewer  connections  are  made. 

The  city  has  been  comparatively  free  from  severe  contagious 
disease  this  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet-fever  in  the 
tabulated  report  of  contagious  diseases  would  indicate  more  danger 
than  has  actually  been  present,  for  the  cases  have  been  so  mild  that 
not  a  single  death  from  this  disease  was  reported  during  the  year. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  was  called  to  only  one  case  of  tuber- 
culosis in  beef  slaughtered  in  this  city.  The  cattle  commissioners 
received  due  notice  of  this  case,  and  pronounced  the  beef  unfit  for 
use.     It  was  disposed  of  by  our  ordere. 

Marshfield. 

On  the  day  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  April  22,  a  thorough 
inspection  in  the  shore  villages  was  made ;  and,  on  different  dates, 
this  precaution  was  repeated.  At  this  inspection  the  neglected  con- 
dition of  insufficient  sink  drains  or  sewers,  cesspools  and  out-houses, 
—  there  being  a  frequent  lack  of  vaults  and  other  common  conven- 
iences, —  made  it  plainly  manifest  that,  unless  there  was  a  complete 
renovation  and  improvement,  escape  from  zymotic  diseases  would  be 
well-nigh  miraculous. 

It  became  necessary  to  declare  as  unfit  for  use  one  of  the  oldest, 
if  not  the  oldest,  of  the  wells.  As  illustrative  of  too  common  care- 
lessness, tliis  well  is  further  described.  Increasing  sickness  in  a 
family  causes  the  attending  physician  to  surmise  that  it  was  caused 
by  the  water  they  used,  which  was-  from  the  well  under  consideration. 
It  was  found  to  be  very  filthy ;  but  eighteen  inches  deep  in  the  well, 
the  wi'll  but  six  feet  five  inches  deep ;  twenty-seven  feet  northerly 
there  was  a  putrid  dung  heap,  garnished  by  decaying  garbage ;  thirty 
feet  southerly,  at  the  summit  of  ground  rising  two  feet  in  ten,  was 
another  manure  heap.  And  between  forty  and  fifty  people  were  using 
the  water  of  this  well  daily. 

The  subject  of  the  removal  of  garbage  is  perplexing,  and  it  has 
been  difficult  to  deal  with.  In  view  of  existing  indications  of  increase 
in  population,  from  May  1  to  October,  more  particularly,  it  may  sug- 
gest itself  to  you  whether  artificial  means,  by  burning  or  otherwise, 
may  not  be  the  most  feasible  method  to  dispose  of  it. 

There  was  one  case  of  glanders.  The  horse  was  quarantined,  and 
the  cattle  commissioners  notified. 
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Maynard. 

As  a  Board  of  Health  we  have  tried  :  — 

1 .  To  prevent  the  introduction  into  or  origin  in  the  town  of  all 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases. 

2.  When  such  diseases  occur,  to  prevent  their  spread  in  tlie  town 
or  among  neighbors,  and  to  render  tlie  germs  of  disease  harmless. 

3.  To  insist,  as  far  as  possible,  that  householders  and  landlords 
should  feel  and  act  on  their  own  responsibility  to  keep  their  surround- 
ings and  those  of  their  tenants  and  dependents  in  a  clean  and  whole- 
some condition,  so  that  they  may  be  in  better  general  condition,  and, 
should  disease  be  contracted,  able  to  better  resist  its  destructive 
influence. 

A  careful  inspection  of  tenement-houses,  vaults,  cesspools,  drains, 
pig-pens  and  barn  cellars  has  been  made  in  the  more  thickly  settled 
portions  of  the  town. 

Houses  in  which  contagious  diseases  have  occurred  were  thoroughly 
fumigated  and  vaults  disinfected. 

Red  flags  were  put  on  houses  where  scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria 
existed,  and  families  instructed  in  necessary  precautions ;  and  we 
believe  that  these  diseases  have  been  much  controlled  in  their  spread 
by  the  precautions  taken. 

Care  has  been  taken  to  keep  children  with  whooping-cough  out  of 
the  schools. 

The  unusual  exemption  from  cases  of  contagious  diseases  this  win- 
ter has  made  a  saving  of  expense  which  it  would  not  have  been  safe 
to  count  on  in  advance. 

Medford. 

We  earnestly  recommend  that  the  town,  through  its  committee, 
push  energetically  the  work  of  constructing  our  local  sewerage  system, 
so  that  we  may  be  able,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  the  Metropolitan  system  of  sewerage. 

The  custom  which  prevails  more  or  less  generally  of  allowing  the 
swill  and  garbage  which  is  collected  throughout  towns  to  be  used  as 
food  for  pigs,  encourages  the  business  of  pork  raising.  The  only 
known  satisfactory  manner  of  disposing  of  swill,  filth  and  garbage  is 
to  burn  them,  and  we  heartily  endorse  the  recommendation  of  pre- 
vious boards  of  health  in  this  town,  that  a  crematory  be  provided  for 
this  purpose. 

Melrose. 

Much  of  the  complaint  from  that  intolerable  nuisance,  a  piggery, 
has  been  stopped  since  the  town  has  undertaken  to  collect  the  swill 
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by  contract,  and  the  collection  by  private  individuals  has  been 
discontinued*. 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  Board  of  Health,  being  informed 
that  malignant  diphtheria  existed  in  the  town  of  Saugus,  investigated 
the  report  at  once,  and  found  the  disease  in  the  family  of  a  milk- 
man ;  that  one  of  his  children  had  died  of  diphtheria ;  and  also  found 
that  he  had  supplied  milk  to  two  of  our  local  milkmen,  one  of  whom 
was  still  obtaining  a  portion  of  his  supply  there.  Further  investiga- 
tion showed  that  the  one  who  first  obtained  his  supply  there,  when 
he  saw  diphtheria  appearing  on  his  route,  stopped  taking  this  milk, 
but  did  not  notify  the  Board  of  Health.  It  was  upon  the  route  of 
this  same  man  that  diphtheria  appeared  when  it  was  epidemic  in 
Melrose  in  1886,  and  from  his  experience  he  readily  associated  cause 
and  effect,  and  sought  milk  elsewhere.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
another  should  have  taken  this  same  milk,  —  a  thing  that  would  have 
been  prevented  had  the  Board  known  of  the  above  facts  earlier. 
This  milk  suppjy  was  stopped  immediately,  and  energetic  measures 
taken  to  thoroughly  disinfect  all  vessels  that  had  been  used  in  the 
conveyance  of  this  milk.  No  can  was  left  at  any  house  containing  a 
case  of  diphtheria,  isolation  was  enforced,  and  disinfection  was  CAr- 
ried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health.  The  schools  at 
the  Melrose  Highlands  were  closed,  and  every  precaution  that  sug- 
gested itself  taken  to  prevent  further  spread  of  the  disease.  By 
these  means  the  Board  of  Health  know  that  the  spread  of  the  disease 
was  stopped,  the  only  cases  appearing  afterwards  being  in  the  families 
where  the  disease  had  existed,  and  in  those  who  had  been  exposed 
by  contact  with  the  patient.  Every  case  of  diphtheria  was  directly 
traced  to  this  milk. 

So  far  as  known,  physicians  have  faithfully  reported  their  cases  of 
contagious  diseases,  and  many  householders,  as  required  by  the  law 
of  the  State,  have  notified  the  Board  of  cases  in  their  own  families. 
As  to  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  the  explanation  is  found  in  the 
popular  idea  of  the  harmlessness  of  the  disease,  and  in  the  conse- 
quent neglect  of  isolation.  This  is  wrong,  for  no  one  from  one 
case  can  judge  of  the  severity  of  subsequent  cases ;  and,  although 
the  mortality  from  measles  is  small,  yet  complications  may  follow, 
that,  if  they  do  not  result  fatally,  injure  the  patient  perhaps  for  life. 

Houses  containing  cases  of  scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria  have  been 
placarded  as  heretofore.  When  the  card  is  posted,  inquiry  is  made 
as  to  the  probable  source  of  the  disease,  the  number  of  families  in 
the  house,  the  number  of  children,  and  what  schools  they  attend. 
The  teacher  or  teachers  are  then  informed,  upon  a  printed  slip,  of 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  patient,  and  notified  that  such  children 
be  excluded  from  school  until  such  time  as  the  Board  of  Health  or 
attending  physician  certifies  that  they  may  be  safely  readmitted. 
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MiLFORD. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1891,  the  town  suf- 
fered from  an  epidemic  of  scarlet- fever.  Fortunately  the  epidemic 
was  of  a  mild  form,  and  was  attended  by  a  very  low  death  rate. 

In  December,  1891,  and  January  and  February,  1892,  what  prom- 
ised to  become  a  serious  epidemic  of  diphtheria  occurred,  —  ten  or 
twelve  cases  within  a  few  days  in  several  parts  of  the  town.  But  the 
Board  of  Health  are  very  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  it  has  been 
promptly  checked.  Several  cases  of  scarlet- fever  have  also  been 
reported,  and  have  been  quarantined  by  the  Board,  and  in  no  case 
has  the  infection  spread  from  the  original  cases. 

MiLLBURT. 

Four  cases  of  glanders  have  been  reported  to  the  Board,  and  by  us 
reported  to  the  State  Cattle  Commissioners,  and  by  them  condemned 
to  be  killed. 

But  few  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  made  to  the  Board  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  have  noticed  many  places  about  the  town  where 
greater  care  is  needed  to  prevent  the  flow  into  the  highway  of  house- 
hold wastes,  and  hope  to  remedy  the  evils,  but  have  not  thought  it 
wise  to  exercise  authority  too  arbitrarily. 

Nahant. 

The  notification  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  all  cases  of  measles  and 
whooping-cough,  in  addition  to  those  prescribed  by  law,  and  occur- 
ring in  children,  is  very  important.  The  exclusion  from  the  schools, 
by  the  school  committee  or  some  person  authorized  by  them,  of  all 
children  presenting  themselves  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
or  persons  ap[x>inted  by  them,  are  suffering  with  sore  throat,  or  who 
have  recently  or  are  but  imperfectly  recovered  from  scarlet-fever, 
diphtheria,  whooping-cough  or  measles,  or  who  come  from  a  house 
in  which  these  diseases  prevail,  unless  such  child  has  a  certificate 
from  the  Hoard  of  Health  or  a  physician,  is  a  very  important  measure 
for  consideration.     The  town  has  been  blessed  with  a  year  of  health. 

Natick. 

We  have  received  many  complaints  of  alleged  nuisances,  have 
investigated  all  of  them,  and  in  most  cases  have  found  that  they 
were  well  grounded  in  fact.  The  aggregate  number  of  visits  we 
have  made  is  large,  and  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties  we  have  been 
called  into  all  parts  of  the  town. 

The  only  work  of  any  magnitude  undertaken  has  been  the  deaning 
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out  of  the  ^outh  arm  of  Pegan  Brook  as  far  as  Union  Street,  in 
accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town. 

The  necessity  of  a  purer  water  supply  is  more  than  ever  evident, 
as  our  Dug  Pond  water  has  been  very  disagreeable  to  use  for 
domestic  purposes,  if  not  injurious  to  health.  Quite  a  large  number 
of  citizens  are  solving  the  question  by  buying  their  drinking  water  of 
those  who  supply  "  pure  spring  water,"  thus  paying  a  water  tax 
twice  or  thrice  over.  This  ought  not  to  be  so,  as  water  supplied  to  a 
towA  ought  to  be  of  such  a  quality  that  the  poorest  citizen  may  have 
pure  water  as  well  as  those  that  can  afford  to  buy  spring  water. 

Needham. 

Some  of  the  most  difficult  cases  to  adjust  have  been  the  keeping 
of  swine.  It  is  not  easy  to  draw  the  line  definitel}'  between  a  merely 
unaccustomed  agricultural  atmosphere  and  one  that  is  detrimental  to 
health.  Owners  of  swine  and  other  animals  should  not  forget  that 
neighbors  and  the  public  have  rights  as  well  as  themselves. 

No  matter  what  system  of  ventilation  is  used,  it  is  of  vital 
importance  that  the  air  supply  should  be  derived  from  a  pure  source, 
and  that  for  the  effective  working  of  any  scheme  of  artificial  venti- 
lation the  following  are  essential :  — 

1.  An  inlet  for  fresh  air. 

2.  An  outlet  for  vitiated  air. 

3.  Proper  means  of  promoting  the  motion  of  the  air  current  in 
the  right  direction. 

New  Bedford. 

It  was  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Health  that  all  vessels  arriving 
from  foreign  ports,  between  the  first  of  May  and  the  first  day  of 
Noveml>er,  be  directed  to  go  into  quarantine  until  visited  by  the 
quarantine  physician.  All  pilots  were  required  to  observe  and 
follow  this  order. 

The  following  regulations  were  made  by  the  Board  relative  to 
plumbing  and  house  drainage  (Dec.  16,  1891)  :  — 

"Section  1.  Filing  plans  and  specifications.  No  person  shall 
proceed  to  construct,  add  to  or  alter  any  portion  of  the  drainage 
system  of  said  buildings  (except  to  repair  leaks)  until  they  have  filed 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  upon  blanks  in  such  form  as  the 
Board  of  Health  shall  order,  a  notice  of  the  work  to  be  performed. 

"  No  person  shall  commence  work  on  such  drainage  or  plumbing 
until  the  plans  are  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health.  Plans  and 
specifications  will  be  approved  or  rejected  within  five  days  of  the 
time  of  filing. 
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"  After  a  plan  has  once  been  approved,  no  alterations  of  the  same 
will  be  allowed  except  on  a  written  application  of  the  owner. 

"  Whoever  shall  violate  any  provision  of  these  rules  sliall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  a  like  penalty  for 
every  day  after  the  first  that  an  offence  shall  be  committed." 

Inspections  made,  1,921. 

From  May  1  to  Nov.  1,  1891,  thirteen  vessels  arriving  from  foreign 
ports  were  boarded.  No  vessels  were  detained  in  quarantine,  as  they 
brought  no  cases  of  contagious  diseases. 


Newburyport. 

Besides  the  work  of  investigating  complaints,  the  agent  puts  up  on 
houses  where  diphtheria  appears  a  white  card,  and  where  scarlet- fever 
appears  a  red  card.  After  these  houses  have  been  properly  disinfected 
he  removes  the  cards.  In  many  cases  he  has  been  obliged  to  do 
errands  for  the  household  in  which  diphtheria  appeared ;  and  in  one 
case  the  Board  has  paid  to  provide  for  the  family  for  a  short  time. 

Cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  in  1890,  177;  cases  of  con- 
tagious diseases  reported  in  1891,  122,  —  showing  a  decrease  of  65 
cases,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  is  owing  to  the  sewer 
system,  which  is  beginning  to  show  its  good  effects  within  the  bounds 
where  it  has  been  constructed,  as  only  four  cases  of  diphtheria  out  of 
the  seventy  reported  occurred  where  the  sewer  has  been  constructed, 
and  these  in  houses  not  connected  with  the  sewers.  We  would 
recommend  to  the  city  council  the  pushing  forward  of  the  sewer  as 
fast  as  possible,  in  the  interest  of  good  health  and  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  city. 

The  physicians  the  past  year  have  performed  their  duties  in  a  faith- 
ful manner,  reporting  all  cases  of  contagious  diseases  promptly.  We 
hope  that  at  no  distant  day  a  ward  for  patients  suffering  from  con- 
tagious diseases,  especially  children  suffering  from  diphtheria  (where 
there  is  a  large  family  of  them),  may  be  established  at  the  Anna 
Jaques  Hospital. 

North  Andover. 

Up  to  date  seventeen  houses  have  been  fumigated.  In  four  of  the 
above  houses  secondary  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred,  but  in  no  house 
was  there  a  return  of  the  disease  after  the  sink  was  trapped  and  the 
privy  vault  cleaned.  The  above  fact  proves  that,  while  fumigating  is 
beneficial,  yet,  as  long  as  the  source  or  cause  of  the  disease  remains 
(whether  it  is  the  condition  of  the  sink  drain,  vault  or  other  caaae), 
fumigating  alone  is  useless.    For  three  saccessive  years  diphtheria 
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has  been  prevalent  in  this  town,  and,  unless  strict  -sanitary  measures 
are  taken  at  once,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  in  the  spring  there  will 
be  a  return  of  that  dreaded  disease. 


Norwood. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  scarlet- fever  and  diphtheria 
having  been  reported  to  us,  we  ordered  the  schools  closed  for  two 
weeks,  and,  as  a  Board  of  Health,  have  made  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  guidance  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  which  we  shall  ask  to 
have  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Palmer. 

In  most  parts  of  the  village,  the  ground  being  level,  the  surface 
drainage  is  very  poor,  and  the  filth  that  has  accumulated  in  the 
numerous  cesspools  has  so  permeated  the  ground  that  the  action  of 
the  sun  and  frost  in  an  open  winter  like  the  past  allows  the  dangerous 
elements  to  escape,  to  become  a  menace  to  the  public  health.  This 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  continue.  Sewers  should  be  built,  and  the 
abutters  be  obliged  to  enter  them. 

During  the  scarlet-fever  epidemic  the  attack  was  unusually  severe. 
In  all  cases  the  school  committee  were  at  once  notified,  the  houses 
placarded,  and  rules  in  regard  to  quarantine  and  disinfection,  as, strong 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  courts  would  sustain,  were  pub- 
lished, and  a  copy  left  at  every  house  where  the  disease  existed,  and 
an  officer  appointed  to  see  that  they  were  enforced.  But  in  a  town 
like  ours,  without  a  salaried  police,  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  maintain 
strict  quarantine  regulations  without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
people. 

Plymouth. 

Very  few  cases  of  contagious  diseases  have  been  reported  to  the 
Board  this  year,  which  the  Board  think  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
early  in  the  season  an  agent  was  sent  throughout  the  thickly  settled 
portions  of  the  town,  all  places  which  were  in  a  bad  state  of  sewerage 
were  reported  to  the  Board,  and  they  were  at  once  attended  to,  and 
made  as  clean  and  healthy  as  possible. 
• 

Provincetown. 

There  has  been  a  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and 
scarlet- fever,  several  of  which  have  proved  fatal.  We  think  there  is 
need  of  reflection  and  due  investigation  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  so 
much  illness  from  typhoid  fever,  and  to  try  and  prevent  the  propa- 
gation and  diffusion  of  it  in  the  future. 
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QUINCY. 

The  inspector  furnishes  the  following  table  of  nuisances  and  abate- 
ments :  — 

Number  of  inspections  made, 3,542 

Nuisances  discovered, 848 

Nuisances  abated, 342 

In  most  cases  a  simple  notification  to  the  offending  party  has  been 
sufficient  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  nuisance,  and  in  no  case  have 
we  been  obliged  to  resort  to  legal  measures.  On  the  contrary,  we 
note  with  satisfaction  the  growing  desire  on  the  plu't  of  the  public  to 
co-operate  with  the  Board  in  securing  the  sanitary  welfare  of  the 
city. 

The  most  impoiiiant  work  performed  during  the  year  has  been,  un- 
questionably, that  which  was  done  upon  the  various  water  ways  of  the 
city.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  commissioner  of  public  works, 
whom  the  Board  appointed  as  its  special  agent,  the  Town  Brook, 
Sachems  Brook  and  Furnace  Brook  have  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out, 
widened  and  deepened.  The  value  of  these  operations  must  be  ap- 
parent to  all. 

Unfortunately,  the  table  of  contagious  diseases  reported  is  not  of 
sufiScient  accuracy  to  give  more  than  a  general  idea  of  the  prevalence 
of  these  diseases  and  the  percentage  of  deaths,  this  inaccuracy  being 
due  to  the  negligence  on  the  part  of  our  physicians  in  reporting  cases 
coming  under  their  care. 

Reading. 

In  all  cases  reported  to  the  Board  warning  cards  have  been  placed 
on  the  houses,  in  cases  of  diphtheria  or  typhoid  fever  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises  has  been  investigated^  and  in  all  cases  have 
the  premises  been  fumigated. 

A  large  number  of  complaints  of  nuisauces  were  received.  Four- 
teen received  our  particular  attention,  and  in  most  cases  were 
promptly  abated  by  owners  after  receiving  notice  from  the  Board. 

Rockland. 

With  the  exception  of  the  recent  epidemic  of  influenza,  the  general 
health  of  the  town  for  the  past  year  has  been  exceptionally  good,  in 
fact,  the  best,  in  the  matter  of  contagious  and  infections  diseases,  for 
many  years,  there  having  been  reported  to  the  Board  only  ten 
of  a  contagious  or  infectious  nature. 
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In  regard  to  nuisances,  there  has  been  an  unusaally  large  number 
reported  to  and  investigated  by  the  Board.  Careful  attention  has 
been  given  to  all  properly  reported  cases,  and  in  the  matter  of  abate- 
ment of  the  same  the  efforts  of  the  Board  have  been  readily  and 
cheerfully  met,  and  their  advice  followed  by  the  property  holder  upon 
whose  premises  such  nuisances  have  occurred. 

Revere. 

Innumerable  places  of  a  menacing  character  have  been  greatly 
improved,  and  very  many  instances  completely  remedied.  Absolute 
safety  from  cesspool  filth  will  never  be  attained  in  Revere  until  cess- 
pools arc  abolished,  the  character  of  the  subsoil  and  immense  strata 
of  clay  underlying  nearly  the  entire  town  serving  to  prevent  absorp- 
tion in  any  practical  degree.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  therefore, 
that  the  waste  material  from  dwellings  and  places  of  human  habita- 
tion be  removed  by  a  system  of  sewerage. 

So  much  trouble  and  annoyance  has  been  caused  in  past  years  in 
regard  to  the  method  of  cleaning  vaults  and  cesspools  within 
the  town,  that  the  Board  deteimined  to  establish  a  system  for 
doing  all  such  work.  Accordingly  a  license  was  granted  by  the 
Board,  the  manner  of  doing  such  work  and  the  disposal  of  all  offal  so 
collected  to  be  at  all  times  under  the  order  and  approval  of  the  Board, 
the  odorless  process  with  tank  wagon  to  be  used  in  cesspool  work, 
and  the  rubber-top  barrels  to  be  used  in  vault  work.  Specifications 
were  attached  to  the  contract  in  regard  to  detail  in  the  work,  at  all 
times  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  a  bond 
was  given  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  work. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  and  fumigated  by  the  Board  is 
ninety. 

The  number  of  disinfections  paid  for  by  the  Board  was  :  dwelling- 
houses,  forty-seven  ;  school-houses,  three ;  library  books,  two  lots. 

Salem. 

Changes  in  methods  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the  garbage  will 
undoubtedly  be  necessary  in  the  near  future,  and,  as  preliminary 
to  a  new  system,  visits  were  made  to  a  new  crematory  furnace  at 
Gravesend,  N.  Y. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  recorded  complaints  have  been  attended 
to.     Eighty  dead  animals  have  been  taken  care  of. 

By  vote  of  the  city  council,  a  sanitary  examination  of  the  school- 
houses  was  made  under  the  direction  of  this  Board.  More  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  ventilation  of  the  dressing  rooms  of  our  school- 
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houses.  This  Board  would  recommend  the  inyestigation  of  a  system 
which,  we  understand,  has  been  recently  introduced  in  a  new  school- 
house  at  Lexington,  Mass.,  the  principle  of  which  is  to  hang  the 
clothing  on  wire  screens,  thus  allowing  free  circulation  of  air. 

Saugus. 

Many  complaints  being  made  to  the  Board  regarding  the  keeping 
of  swine  in  the  town,  the  Board  on  investigation  found  that  quite  a 
number  of  the  citizens  and  others  were  bringing  swill  from  the  sur- 
rounding cities  and  towns,  carting  it  through  our  streets,  creating 
thereby  a  dangerous  and  obnoxious  nuisance.  So  serious  had  this 
become  that  the  Board  found  it  necessary  to  take  very  stringent 
measures,  and  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  thdse  measures  proved 
effective,  and  the  town,  now  free  from  this  nuisance,  we  believe  can 
be  kept  so  by  the  enforcement  of  our  by-laws. 

Sharon. 

The  high  death  rate  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  prevailing 
epidemic  of  influenza,  which  has  proved  especially  fatal  among  con- 
sumptives, weak  and  aged  persons ;  an  unusually  large  propoi*tion 
of  the  latter  succumbed  during  the  year.  The  fact  that  the  town  is 
a  resort  for  invalids,  especially  consumptives,  and  that  it  also  con- 
tains many  infants  (often  in  feeble  health)  sent  here  from  public 
institutions,  is  the  cause  of  a  considerable  increase  over  our  normal 
death  rate.     The  small  fatality  from  zymotic  diseases  may  be  noted. 

One  case  of  glanders  in  a  horse  was  reported. 

SOMERVILLE. 

Number  of  nuisances  complained  of, 687 

Number  of  nuisances  abated, 571 

Several  cases  of  glanders  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

A  thorough  examination  of  all  parts  of  the  works,  and  a  study  of 
the  different  methods  of  destroying  the  noxious  odors  at  the  slaughter- 
houses of  John  P.  Squire  &  Co.  and  the  North  Packing  and  Provision 
Company,  have  been  made  by  us  in  connection  with  Professor  Drown. 
Professor  Drown  concludes  his  very  careful  inquiry  as  follows :  **  It 
is  impossible  to  have  large  slaughtering  houses  in  the  heart  of  a  city 
without  creating  more  or  less  of  a  nuisance ;  it  is  inherent  in  the 
operations  which  are  conducted  there.  I  think,  however,  that,  with 
care  in  planning  the  details  of  the  works  and  with  vigilance  in  maior 
taining  cleanliness,  the  radius  within  which  this  nuisance  will  maka 
itself  felt  may  be  very  much  restricted." 
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SOUTHBRIDGE. 

The  Health  Board,  in  submitting  its  annual  report,  is  pleased  to 
note,  first  of  all,  the  entire  absence  during  the  year  of  contagious 
diseases,  not  a  single  case  being  officially  reported.  A  general 
inspection  of  the  town  was  made  early  in  the  season  by  the  full  Board. 

The  matter  of  proper  sewerage  for  the  town  is  of  vital  importance 
to  every  householder,  few  realizing  the  danger  in  the  present  method 
of  disposing  of  our  sewage.  However  exacting  the  health  officers  or 
careful  the  landlord  and  tenant,  this  primitive  method  of  drainage 
is  a  prolific  source  of  disease,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  town. 

Springfield. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  of  living  population,  is 
18.66,  against  19.42  for  1890. 

Comparing  the  record  with  that  of  1890,  we  find  that  there  is  a 
smaller  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria,  tuberculosis  and  acute 
diseases  of  the  lungs,  a  greater  number  from  scarlet-fever,  while  the 
other  acute  diseases  show  little  difference. 

Diphtheria  has  become  gradually  less  frequent  since  1889.  In  that 
year  there  were  86  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup ;  in  1890  40, 
and  in  1891  32.  There  is  also  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  cases 
reported,  the  record  for  the  three  years  being,  213,  118,  67. 

Scarlet- fever,  on  the  contrary,  is  increasing,  the  reported  cases  and 
deaths  for  three  years  being:  1889,  60,  0;  1890,  128,  8;  1891,  223, 
13.     The  disease  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  city. 

SWAMPSCOTT. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  signs  put  up  along  the  beaches,  requesting 
the  citizens  not  to  deposit  rubbish  thereon,  and  with  a  few  exceptions 
they  have  complied  with  our  request.  Some  of  the  citizens  have 
made  the  suggestion  that  the  town  provide  some  means  for  the  col- 
lecting of  ashes  and  other  rubbish  that  may  collect  on  their  premises ; 
we  think  the  suggestion  a  good  one,  and  recommend  that  the  citizens 
take  some  action  at  our  next  annual  town  meeting. 

We  have  had  but  four  cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  this 
last  year. 

Taunton. 

The  custom  many  of  our  milkmen  have  of  collecting  a  tub  of  swill 
as  they  go  over  their  milk  routes  may  justly  be  criticised ;  it  not 
only  befouls  the  milk  carts  and  cans,  but  it  lays  them  open  to  the 
suspicion  of  feeding  their  cows  on  swill. 

Two  petitions  have  been  received  under  the  wet,  rotten  and  spongy 
lands  law ;  and,  under  the  process  of  the  law,  the  Boai*d  has  abated 
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the  nuisances  complained  of.  In  one  case  a  suit  has  been  com- 
menced against  the  city  for  damages  done  by  the  Board  in  draining 
said  lands.  The  Board  feels,  however,  that  it  was  justified  in  the 
action  taken,  and  would  adopt  a  like  course  in  any  similar  case. 
One  swamp  has  been  drained  by  the  owners  upon  an  order  from  the 
Board  under  the  common-nuisance  law. 

The  manner  of  cleaning  the  catch-basins  is  totally  wrong,  for  the 
following  reasons  :  it  is  an  ofifence  to  both  eyes  and  nose,  and  it  is  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  public,  because  the  material  in  these  basins 
is  a  very  good  soil  for  the  germs  of  disease  to  multiply  in ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  when  this  material  is  thrown  on  the  street  and 
allowed  to  dry,  a  large  amount  of  dust  laden  with  the  germs  of 
tuberculosis  (consumption)  and  possibly  other  diseases,  as  diphtheria 
and  typhoid  fever,  is  blown  into  the  air.  These  germs,  when  inhaled 
by  the  unsuspecting  citizen,  may  be  the  means  of  starting  a  fatal 
illness.  Even  when  the  material  is  dipped  directly  into  carts,  a  part 
of  the  liquid  portions  remain  on  the  streets  to  dry,  and  so  become  a 
probable  source  of  infection.  The  Board  would  recommend  that  the 
work  be  done  by  the  odorless  excavators,  at  least  in  the  more  thickly 
settled  parts  of  the  city. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Board  adopted  the  practice  of 
doing  the  fumigating  by  burning  sulphur,  without  expense  to  the 
householder.  This  has  been  found  far  easier  and  more  satisfactory 
than  obliging  the  householder  to  do  it  himself. 

During  the  year  the  Board  sent  a  communication  to  the  city 
government,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  a  hospital  for  contagious 
diseases. 

Glanders  has  been  alarmingly  prevalent,  and  owners  of  valuable 
hoi'scs  are  advised  not  to  water  them  at  the  public  fountains. 

Waltham. 

If  we  include  influenza,  no  infectious  disease  has  prevailed  in  our 
city  proper  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  considered  epidemic.  Scarlet- 
fever  in  mild  form  affected  about  a  dozen  children  living  in  the  upper 
part  of  Felton  Street  and  its  neighborhood  during  September  and 
October.  A  single  case,  unrecognized  and  unreported  by  the 
physician  in  charge,  was  the  cause  of  this  outbreak.  School  quaran- 
tine was  immediately  enforced,  but  efficient  home  quarantine  was 
impossible,  and  single  cases  have  continued  to  appear  over  a  widen- 
ing area  and  in  slightly  increasing  numbers  since  that  time. 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-minded,  sitoated  in  the 
north-eastern  pai*t  of  the  city,  near  Belmont,  and  oonstitating  an 
almost  isolated  and  independent  community  of  about  four  handred 
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persons,  has  been  visited  by  a  severe  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  this 
autumn.     The  cases  have  numbered  twenty-five,  the  deaths  two. 

The  presence  of  a  large  number  of  Italian  laborers  among  us  all 
the  season  gave  occasion  for  some  alarm ;  but,  although  their  mode 
of  living  was  far  from  cleanly,  not  a  single  case  of  infectious  disease 
occurred  among  them. 

This  Board  strongly  recommends  the  erection,  in  the  immediate 
neighborhootl  of  our  new  hospital,  of  wards  suitable  for  the  care  of 
all  infectious  diseases. 

Another  very  effectual  means  of  combating  these  infectious  diseases 
is  a  disinfecting  station  or  furnace,  where  large  articles,  such  as  bed- 
ding, furniture,  etc.,  could  be  disinfected  by  heat. 

We  have  lately  taken  some  steps  toward  a  more  absolute  school 
quarantine.  The  statute,  literally  taken,  gives  boards  of  health  no 
control  over  the  attendance  of  infected  children  at  private  schools, 
and,  as  the  parochial  schools  are  really  such,  this  defect  is  a  very 
serious  one.  Obviously  all  schools  should  be  subject  to  the  same 
sanitary  regulations,  and  boards  would  probably  be  sustained  in  ap- 
plying the  provisions  of  the  present  law  to  them  all ;  but  steps  have 
been  taken  to  have  its  language  changed  so  as  to  avoid  a  possible 
difficulty. 

The  question  of  ice  supply  is  yearly  assuming  more  importance. 
Not  only  have  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  ice  a  precarious 
dependence  on  the  weather,  so  that  at  times  the  cost  places  it  almost 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  poor,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  none  of  the 
waters  from  which  ice  is  cut  in  this  city  are,  on  sanitary  grounds, 
suitable  for  that  purpose.  The  ice  is  little  better  than  the  water,  and 
surely  no  one  would  think  of  drawing  a  public  water  supply  from  the 
streams  which  now  furnish  us  ice. 

Ware. 

On  account  of  the  existence  of  typhoid  fever,  and  for  other  causes, 
it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Board  to  condemn  many  of  the  wells  in 
town,  and  order  the  town  water  carried  into  the  houses.  Analyses  of 
samples  of  water  taken  from  several  wells  at  different  parts  of  the 
town  were  made.  In  two  of  the  samples,  besides  a  considerable 
quantity  of  organic  matter,  the  analyst  found  a  sufficient  amount  of 
lead  to  produce  lead  poisoning. 

Watertown. 

The  offensive  odors  from  the  Charles  River  this  year  have  been  the 
subject  of  a  good  deal  of  complaint.  The  odors  have  been  more  like 
a  large  open  stagnant  sewer  than  anything  else,  and  at  times   it 
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seemed  to  the  people  in  the  centre  of  the  town  almost  unbearable. 
This  Board  has  done  what  it  could,  and  also  called  the  attention  of 
the  Newton  Board  of  Health  to  the  condition  of  the  river  in  the  citv 
of  Newton.  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  also  been  called  upon. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  vegetable  matter  in  the  channel  of  the  stream, 
which  during  the  warm  weather  is  subject  to  decay,  and  emits  odors 
which  are  very  offensive. 

Wkstfield. 

The  town  has  suffered  more  or  less  from  "  la  grippe,"  scarlet-fever, 
typhoid  fever  and  small-pox.  That  strict  observance  of  rules  and 
regulations  would  at  any  time  have  stamped  out  the  disease  we  do  not 
claim,  but  a  great  many  cases  would  not  have  appeared  if  perfect 
isolation  of  the  patient  had  been  maintained.  The  small-pox  cases 
were  light  except  one,  and  did  not  amount  to  as  much  expense  as 
common  in  such  cases. 

Winchester. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  good,  but  we  are 
anxiously  awaiting  the  advent  of  a  good  system  of  sewerage.  We 
believe  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  this  question  of  sewerage 
should  be  intelligently  studied. 

It  is  our  advice  that  the  town  employ  responsible  parties,  who  shall 
at  stated  intervals  collect  the  ashes  and  take  charge  of  the  public 
dumping  places.  This  method  is  in  operation  in  some  of  our  neigh- 
boring towns,  and  gives  general  satisfaction. 

WiNTHROP. 

The  offensive  odor  from  the  flats  was  the  same  this  year  as  the 
last ;  the  matter  was  again  investigated,  and  the  town  made  an  appro- 
priation for  its  removal,  but,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  offensive 
matter  and  the  uncertainty  of  relief,  no  satisfactory  contract  could 
be  made  for  its  removal.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  cause  of  this 
odor  is  from  sewage  deposits  on  the  flats  ;  from  personal  examination 
we  find  that  nearly  every  house  on  the  harbor  side  of  the  town  drains 
on  the  flats.  We  think  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  provide  sewers  for 
that  part  of  the  town,  and  correct  our  own  faults  before  we  charge 
these  evils  to  our  neighboring  cities  and  towns. 

Worcester. 

Last  April  the  Board  began  to  placard  all  boases  in  which  irere 
cases  of  diphtheria  or  scarlet-fever.  We  feel  sure  that  this  measoxo 
has  been  of  great  assistance  in  checking  the  spread  of  oontagion ;  fimt 
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by  warning  the  public  of  the  location  of  the  disease,  and  second  by 
the  moral  effect  on  the  patient  and  members  of  the  family,  in  most 
cases,  causing  them  to  cheerfully  submit  to  the  rules  and  assist  in 
preventing  the  further  spread  of  disease. 

Fumigation  of  infected  houses  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Board  to 
a  greater  extent  than  ever  before ;  468  rooms  were  thus  treated, 
against  139  in  1890. 

In  every  case  of  contagious  disease  a  circular  is  left,  giving  simple 
rules  for  its  management. 
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Granite  Rock  Spring 856,  864 

Indian  Spring 856,  861 

Union  Spring 857,  867 

Milk  of ^       ...       675 

Salisbury  Plain  River 100 

Water  supply,  examination  of,  — 

Salisbury  Brook 100 

Storage  Reservoir .101 
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Brookfleld,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 38 

Brookline,  health  of 886 

Water  supply  of 105 

Bnckmaster  Fond,  Dedham 190 

Bambam  Spring,  Metbnen 306,  360 

Bnrr  Brook,  Dal  ton lU 

Batter 690 

Calkins,  Gary  N.,  on  Uroglena,  a  genus  of  colony-building  inftisoria  ob- 
served in  certain  water  supplies  of  Massachusetts       ....  647 

The  microscopical  examination  of  water 397 

Cambridge : 

Health  of 886 

Milk  of 674 

Mortality  of 750 

Water  supply,  examination  of,  ^ 

Fresh  Pond 106 

Stony  Brook 108 

Stony  Brook  Storage  Reservoir 109 

Heights  of  water  in  pond  and  reservoir HI 

Canned  vegetables 691 

Canton,  health  of 888 

Cassia 691 

Cayenne 691 

Cedar  Park  Mineral  Spring,  Stoneham 356,  360 

Chapman's  Crystal  Mineral  Spring,  Stoneham 357,  366 

Charles  River.    (See  Newton.) 

Cheese 600 

Chelsea : 

Milk  of 675 

Mortality  of 752 

Mt.  Washington  Spring 356,  360 

Water  supply  of.     (See  Boston,  Mystic  Works.) 
Chicopee : 

Health  of 888 

Milk  of 697 

Water  supply  of Ill 

Chicopee  River 296 

Chocolate 692 

Cholera  infantum,  distribution  of  deaths  from  (1871-1890)      ....  830 

Map  of 834 

Clinton  and  Lancaster,  water  supply  of,  examination  of: 

Wekepeke  Drook,  Sterling 112 

Heywood's  Pond,  Sterling 112 

East  Waushacum  Pond,  Sterling 113 

Clinton,  health  of 889 

Clothing  manufactured  in  unhealthy  places xxvii 

Cloves 692 

Cochituate  Lake,  Wayland 82 

Dissolved  oxygen  at  dlfierent  depths 377 

Cocoa 692 

Coffee  .       ^ 692 

Cold  Spring  Brook,  Ashland 69 

Cold  Spring  Brook,  Millbury 289 

Cold  Spring,  Lawrence 356, 358 

Commonwealth  Mineral  Spring,  Lexington 857,  866 

Confectionery 670,690 
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CoDSamptfon,  mortality  from,  1891 723 

1883-1891 738 

Distribution  of  deaths  (1871-1890) 90 

Map  of 848 

Coolidge  Brook,  Orange 192 

Cottage  City,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 113 

Cream  of  tartar 690 

Crystal  Lake,  Wakefield 222 

Crystal  Spring,  Brockton 357,  367 

Crystal  Spring,  Methuen 366,  364 

Crystal  Spring,  Scoughton 356,  462 

Dalton  Fire  District,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 114 

Danvers,  health  of 889 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 114 

Davenport,  Dr.  B.  F.,  report  on  drugs 696 

Report  on  food 694 

Report  on  milk ^ 695 

Deaths,  total,  reported  mortality,  1891 722 

Summary,  1883-1891 736 

Deaths  under  five  years  reported,  1891 .  723 

Summary,  1883-1891 736 

Dedham,  health  of 889 

Water  supply  of 116 

Diarrhceal  diseases,  mortality  from,  1891 729 

Dike's  Brook  Storage  Reservoir,  Qloucester 130 

Dike's  Meadow  Brook,  Winchester 236 

Diphtheria  and  croup xiv 

Mortality  from,  1891 73) 

Summary,  1883-1891 742 

Distribution  of  (1871-1890) 798 

Map  of 804 

Disease,  geographical  distribution  of,  in  Massachusetts,  by  S.  W.  Abbott  .  xxxiv,  759 
Introductory,  759 ;  general  description  of  State,  765 ;  population,  765 ;  den- 
sity, 767;  vital  statistics,  768 ;  counties,  769 ;  general  death  rates  of 
counties,  cities  and  towns,  771 ;  measles,  780;  classification  by  towns, 
784  ;  scarlet-fever,  789 ;  classification  by  towns,  792 ;  diphtheria  and 
croup,  798;  classitication  by  towns,  803;  small-pox,  810;  classifi- 
cation by  towns,  813;  relation  of  paper  mills  to  small-pox  mortality, 
814;  typhoid  fever,  819;  classiflcation  by  towns,  822;  cholera  infan- 
tum, 830;  classification  by  towns,  834;  employment  of  mothers  away 
from  home,  836;  consumption,  844;  classification  by  towns,  847; 
pneumonia,  855;  classification  by  towns,  859;  conclusions,  866. 

Dissolved  oxygen  in  water  of  ponds 871 

Doleful  Pond,  Stonebam 169 

Dorothy  Brook 289 

Dracut,  Thissclsia  Mineral  Spring 856,  865 

Drown,  Thomas  M.,  M.D.,  on  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen  contained  in 

waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  at  different  depths       ....  878 

The  efiect  of  the  aeration  of  natural  waters 885 

Drugs,  report  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport 806 

Dug  Pond,  Natick •  181 

East  Bridgewater,  water  supply  of.    (See  Bridgewater.) 

Easthampton,  health  of •  880 

Investigations  with  reference  to  a  new  water  snpply Uf 

Advice  of  the  Board •       •       *  IS 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  the  Board •      •       •  M 
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Easton,  North  Easton  Village  District,  water  sopplj  of 118 

East  Wausbacum  Pond,  Sterling 118 

Echo  Orove  Mineral  Spring,  West  Lynn 356,  360 

Egypt  Brook,  Dalton 114 

Elder's  Pond,  LakevUIe 220 

Electric  Spring,  Lynn 356,  361 

Erysipelas,  mortality  from,  1891 734 

Snmmary,  1883-1891 744 

Ererett,  Belmont  Hill  Spring 357,  368 

Everett  Crystal  Spring 359,  368 

Glendale  Spring 357,  369 

Partridge  Spring 357,  367 

Water  supply  of.    (See  Boston,  Mystic  Works.) 

Examination  of  rivers 255 

Spring  waters 353 

Water  sapplies 61 

Expenditures xxxvii,  686 

•  Experiments  npon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  water  at  the  Lawrence  ex- 
periment station,  Nov.  1,  1889,  to  Dec.  31,  1891 425 

Fairbaven,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 38 

Fall  River,  health  of 890 

Milk  of 674 

Mortality  of 750 

Falmouth,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply 18 

Long  Pond 118 

Falulah  Reservoir,  Fitchburg 120 

Farm  Pond,  Framingbam 80 

Filtration  of  sewage 425 

Filtration  of  water 601 

Fines  under  food  and  drug  acts 68C 

Fitchburg,  health  of 890 

MilK  of  ......>•...<..  676 

Mortality  of 764 

Water  supply,  examination  of,  — 

Scott  Reservohr 119,  376 

Falulah  Reservoir 120 

Overlook  Reservoir 122 

Heights  of  water  in  reservoirs 122 

Investigation  with  reference  to  additional  supply 123 

Advice  of  the  Board 27 

Flow  of  streams 349 

Food  and  drug  inspection xxxiii,  661 

Number  of  samples  examined,  661 ;  summary  of  work  of  previous  years, 
66.3;  standard  of  milk,  661;  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick  on  milk  supply 
and  public  health,  665 ;  sanitary  condition  of  dairy  farms,  668 ;  vine- 
gar, 669 ;  confectionery,  670 ;  samples  of  food  examined,  671;  cities 
and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on  account  of  adulterated  milk, 
672;  cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on  account  of 
adulterated  articles  of  food,  673 ;  milk  of  cities,  674 ;  drugs,  678 ; 
prosecutions,  679 ;  fines,  686 ;  expenditures,  686. 

Reports  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport 694,  695,  696 

Report  of  Professor  Ooessmann 697 

Report  of  Dr.  C.  Harrington 689 

Report  of  Dr  C.  P.  Worcester 693 

Foxborough  Water  Supply  District : 

Description  of  works 124 

Examination  of  water  firom  tnbnlar  wells 124 
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Framlngbam,  examination  of:  page 

Bannister  Brook 128 

Effluent  from  filter-beds 127 

Farm  Pond 80 

Fllter-gallery 125 

Framingham : 

Nobscot  Mountain  Spring 356,  358 

Reservoir  No.  2,  Boston  Water  Works 75 

Resenroir  No.  3,  Boston  Water  Works 78,  377 

Sewage 126 

Tubular  well 128 

Underdrain 126 

Franklin,  health  of 891 

Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge 106 

Fuller,  George  W.,  S.B.,  the  differentiation  of  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever,       637 

Special  biological  work 620 

Fulton  Natural  Spring,  Methuen 356,  359 

Gardner,  health  of 891 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 129 

Gates  Pond,  Berlin 138 

General  report  of  Board vii 

Ginger 692 

Qlendale  Spring,  Everett 357,  369 

Glen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn 163,  375 

Gloucester,  health  of 891 

Milk  of 676 

Mortality  of 753 

Water  supply,  examination  of 130 

Goessmann,  Prof.  C.  A.,  report  on  milk 697 

Gonlding's  Spring,  Whitman 356,  362 

Grafton,  water  supply  of 131 

Granite  Rock  Spring,  Brockton 356,  364 

Great  Barrington,  health  of 892 

Water  supply  of 131 

Greenfield,  health  of 893 

Haggett's  Pond,  Andover 63 

Hanover  and  Norwell,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply      ....         10 

Harrington,  Dr.  C.,  report  on  food 689 

Harris  Pond,  Methuen 176 

Harvard  Crystal  Spring,  Allston .       356,  363 

Ilasting's  Pond,  Orange 192 

Haverhill,  health  of 893 

Milk  of 676 

Mortality  of 751 

Water  supply  of 131 

Advice  of  Board .*       .       .       .         10 

Haynes  Reservoir,  Leominster 148 

Health  of  towns xxxv,  877 

Hey  wood's  Pond,  Sterling 112 

Higher  Brook,  Ludlow 210 

Highland  Spring,  West  Abington 866,  863 

Hills,  Dr.  William  B.,  report  upon  arsenic  in  wall-papers  and  fabrics    .       •       701 

Hinsdale  Fire  District,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 183 

Hobart's  Pond,  Whitman 2M 

Holbrook,  White  Rock  Spring 806^  S0S 
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Holliston,  water  supply  of  . 132 

Description  of  works 132 

Examination  of  water  from  well 133 

Hblyoke»  health  of 893 

Milk  of 697 

Water  supply,  examination  of 133 

Brooks 134 

Whiting  Street  Storage  Reservoir 135 

Tannery  Brook 137 

Wright  and  Ashley  ponds 137 

Honey  ..•• 690. 

Hopkinton,  water  sapply  of 137 

Horn  Pond,  Wobum 246 

Hudson,  water  snpply  of,  examination  of 138 

Hull,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 43 

Health  of 8»1 

Hnntington,  examination  of  water  from  a  spring 140 

Hyde  Park,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 140 

Hydrophobia xiv 

Hygeia  Spring,  Lowell Si}6,  364 

Indian  Spring,  Brockton 3o6,  361 

Infections  diseases viii 

The  relation  of  schools  to xvi 

Influenza,  mortality  flrom 745 

Ingersoll  Orove  Spring,  Springfield 356,  364 

Inspection  of  food  and  drugs G61 

Jamaica  Pond,  analyses  of,  at  different  depths  .* 88 

Dissolved  oxygen  at  different  depths 374 

Kingston,  water  supply  of 141 

Advice  of  Board 27 

Knowles  Crystal  (Diamond)  Spring,  Lawrence 3-56,  360 

Konkapot  Brook,  Stockbridge 215 

Lakcville,  Long,  Assawompsett  and  Elder's  ponds 220 

Lancaster,  health  of 894 

Water  supply.    (See  Clinton.) 

Lard 690 

Lawrence : 

Cold  Spring 356,  358 

Experiment  station,  detailed  account  of  work 425 

Knowles  Crystal  (Diamond)  Spring :i.')6,  365 

Milk  of 675 

Mortality  of 751 

Stevens  Spring HAG,  365 

Leaping  Well  Brook 205 

Leicester,  water  supply  of 147 

Leland  Mineral  Spring,  Lowell 357,  366 

Lenox,  water  supply  of 147 

Leominster,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 147 

Lexington,  Commonwealth  Mineral  Spring 357,  366 

Health  of 894 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 149 

Advice  of  Board 19 

Little  Quittacas  Pond 184 

Long  Pond,  Falmouth US 
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Long  Pond,  Lakeville 221 

Lovers'  Leap  Spring,  Lynn 866,  366 

Lowell : 

Health  of 885 

Hygeia  Spring 356,  364 

Leiand  Mineral  Spring 357,  366 

Milk  of 674 

Mortality  of 749 

Mt.  Pleasant  Spring 356,  361 

Sbeeprock  Spring 356,  359 

Water  sopply,  examination  of 151 

Merrimack  River 151 

Faucets  in  Lowell 153 

Lndlow,  Higher  Brook 210 

Lodlow  Reservoir,  Springfield  Water  Works 208,  211,  379 

Lnng  diseases,  acute,  mortality  from,  1891 725 

Summary,  1883-1891 739 

Lynde  Brook  Reservoir,  Worcester  Water  Works 247,  377 

Lynn : 

Echo  Grove  Mineral  Spring 356,  360 

Electric  Spring 356,  361 

Health  of 896 

Lovers'  Leap  Spring 356,  365 

Milk  of 674 

Mortality  of 750 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of, — 

Canal 166 

Lynn,  water  supply :  • 

Birch  Pond 157 

Breed's  Pond 154 

Glen  Lewis  Pond 163,  376 

Springs  and  brooks  which  discharge  into  Breed's  Pond     ....        157 

WaldenPond 160 

Depth  of  water  in  ponds  and  reservoirs 167 

Mace 691 

Malarial  fever,  mortality  from,  1891 784 

Summary,  1883-1891 744 

Maiden,  milk  of 676 

Mortality  of 764 

Maiden,  Medford  and  Melrose,  water  supply  of,  examination  of     .       .        .  167 

Doleful  Pond,  Stoneham 169 

Spot  Pond,  Stoneham 167 

Heights  of  water 169 

Tubular  wells  in  Maiden 170 

Maiden  Brook,  West  Boylston 280 

Maple  sugar 690 

Maple  syrup 690 

Maps: 

Neponset  River,  opposite  page  320. 

Distribution  of  measles 784 

Distribution  of  scarle^ fever 792 

Distribution  of  diphtheria  and  croup 804 

Distribution  of  small-pox 814 

Distribution  of  typhoid  fever 824 

Distribution  of  cholera  infantum 884 

Distribution  of  consumption 848 

Distribntion  of  pneamonia 
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Marblebead,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 171 

Marblehead  Water  Company,  advice  of  Board  as  to  additional  water  snpply  .         29 

Marlborough,  health  of 896 

Milk  of 677 

Water  snpply,  examination  of 174 

Marshfield,  health  of 897 

Brant  Rock,  water  snpply  of,  examination  of 175 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates,  adrice  of  Board  as 

to  sewage  disposal 53 

Massachasetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage 

disposal 40 

Massasoit  Spring,  West  Springfield 356,  362 

Maynard,  health  of 898 

Measles,  mortality  from,  1891 731 

Summary,  1883-1891 .742 

Distribution  of,  1871-1890 780 

Map  of 784 

Medford.  health  of 898 

Fulton  Natural  Spring 356,359 

Middlesex  Mountain  Spring 356,359 

Water  supply.    (See  Maiden.) 

Melrose,  health  of       . 898 

Water  supply.    (See  Maiden.) 

Merrimac,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  snpply 11 

Merrimack  River,  examination  of  (see  Lawrence  and  Lowell)        ...       297 
Methnen : 

Bumham  Spring 356, 365 

Crystal  Spring 366,364 

Otis  Spring 356,359 

Water  supply 176 

Advice  of  Board 18 

Microscopical  examination  of  water,  the,  Gary  N.  Calkins       ....       397 

Middlesex  Mountain  Spring,  Medford 356,  359 

Middleton,  water  supply  of.    (See  Danvers.) 

Middleton  Pond,  Middleton 114 

Milford,  health  of 900 

Milk,  standard  of 664 

Of  cities 674,  697 

Report  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport 695 

Report  of  Prof.  C.  A.  Qoessmann 697 

Report  of  Dr.  C.  P.  Worcester 693 

Millbury,  health  of 900 

Water  supply,  advice  of  Board 36 

Millis,  water  supply  of 176 

Milton,  Blue  Hill  Silver  Spring 356,  359 

Water  supply  of 177 

Monson,  State  Primary  School,  water  supply  of 177 

Montague,  milk  of 698 

Moose  Hill  Spring,  Swampscott 357,  369 

Mortality,  weekly  reports  of  cities  and  towns xxxiv,  717 

General  summary,  719;  total  deaths,  720;  deaths  under  five,  723;  con- 
sumption, 723 ;  acute  lung  diseases,  725 ;  typhoid  fever,  727 ;  diarrhoeal 
diseases,  729 ;  scarlet-fever,  729 ;  measles,  731 ;  diphtheria  and  croup, 
731 ;  whooping-cough,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  malarial  fever  and 
small-pox,  734;  summary,  1883-1891,  717;  influenza  epidemics,  745; 
mortality  rates  of  cities,  748. 
Mt.  Pleasant  Spring,  Lowell SiSO,  361 
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Mt.  Washington  Spring,  Chelsea 356,  360 

Mnmford  River 293 

Manicipal  health  organization xxxiv 

Mnstard 691 

Mystic  Lake 86 

Nahant,  health  of 900 

Water  supply.    (See  Swampscott.) 

Nantucket,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 54 

Water  snpply,  examination  of 178 

Nashua  River,  examination  of 305 

Natick.  health  of 900 

Water  supply,  examination  of 179 

Nankeag  Pond,  Upper,  Ashbnmham 64 

Naukeag  Water  Company 63 

Needham,  health  of 901 

Water  supply,  examination  of 183 

Nemasket  Mills,  Taunton,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal   .  ,     .       .  44 

Ncponset  River,  examination  of xxiii,  319 

Map  of 320 

New  Bedford,  health  of 901. 

Milk  of 676 

Mortality  of 751 

Water  supply,  examination  of 183 

Newbnryport,  health  of 902 

Milk  of 677 

Mortality  of 755 

Newton,  milk  of 676 

Mortality  of 753 

Water  supply,  examination  of 185 

Nobscot  Mountain  Spring,  Framingham 356,  358 

North  Adams,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 39 

Milk  of 698 

Northampton,  milk  of 697 

Water  supply,  examination  of 187 

North  Andover,  health  of 902 

Northlx)rough,  water  snpply  of 188 

North  Brookfield,  examination  of  water  with  reference  to  a  water  supply  188 

North  Pond,  Orange 192 

Norwood,  health  of 9a3 

Water  supply,  examination  of      . 190 

Noxious  and  offensive  trades ;       .        .  xxx 

• 

Olive  oil 692 

Onota  Lake,  Pittsfleld 195 

Orange,  examination  of  water  with  reference  to  a  water  supply       .        .        .  192 

Advice  of  Board 16 

Otis  Spring,  Methuen 356,  359 

Overlook  Reservoir,  Fitchbarg    .        .        .  • 122 

Oxygen,  dissolved,  in  ponds  and  reservoirs  at  different  depths                       .  373 

Palmer,  health  of 903 

Partridge  Spring,  Everett 357,367 

Peabody,  water  snpply,  examination  of 183 

Pegan  Brook 179 

Pepper 691 
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Pittsfleld,  milk  of 698 

MortaUtyof '765 

OnotaLake 196 

Water  sopplj 194 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  Board 37 

Plymontb,  health  of 903 

Pneumonia,  distribation  of,  1871-1890 855 

Map  of 860 

Pollatlon  of  streams  (see  Examination  of  Rivers,  255)    ....         xiii,  57 
Ponds  and  reservoirs,  on  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen  contained  In 

waters  of,  at  different  depths,  Thomas  M.  Drown,  M.D.     .       .       .  373 

Powderhorn  Brook Ill 

Precipitation  of  sewage  at  Worcester 267 

Prosecutions '.       .  679 

Provincetown,  health  of 903 

Puerperal  fever,  mortality  from,  1891 734 

Summary,  1883-1891 744 

Qnaboag  River,  examination  of 296 

Quincy,  health  of •  .  904 

Milk  of 076 

Mortality  of 755 

Water  supply,  examination  of 196 

Advice  of  Board 9 

Qninsigamond  River 290 

Rainfall 342 

At  nine  places  in  Massachusetts  geographically  selected    ....  343 

Reading,  health  of 904 

Water  supply,  examination  of 199 

Registration  of  vital  statistics xxxi 

Revere,  health  of 905 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  Board 45 

Revere  and  Winthrop,  water  supply  of 201 

Rivers,  examination  of 205 . 

Robbins  Spring,  Arlington 356,  357 

Rockland,  health  of 904 

Salem,  health  of 905 

Milk  of 675 

Mortality  of 752 

Salem  and  Beverly,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 202 

Saleratus 691 

Salicylic  acid,  articles  of  food  examined  for 692 

Salisbury  Brook,  Brockton 100 

Salisbury  Brook  Storage  Reservoh: 101 

Salisbury  Plain  River 105 

Sandra  Pond,  Westborough 228 

Saugns,  health  of 906 

Water  supply.     (See  Lynn.) 

Scarlet- fever,  mortality  from,  1891 729 

Summary,  1883-1891 741 

Distributionof  mortality  from,  1871-1890 789 

Map  of 792 

Schools,  closure  of,  circular  of  Local  Government  Board  of  England      .       .  xvi 

Scott  Reservoir,  Fitchburg 119,  376 

Sea-coast,  protection  from  floating  garbage,  etc zxxii 
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Sedgwick-Rafter  method  for  the  microscopical  examination  of  drinking 

waters 398 

Sewage,  filtration  of,  account  of  work  done  at  the  station       ....  425 

As  affected  by  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  filtering  material      .       .  428 

Mechanical  composition  of  materials  used 428 

Size  and  uniformity  of  filtering  materials 431 

Air  and  water  capacities  of  materials  when  drained 432 

Limitations  of  the  size  of  single  doses  of  sewage 434 

Qaantity  of  sewage  applied  to  different  materials 436 
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